
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



V ^ 



\^ w 




HARVARD 
COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 



1 



^ 



PAI'KRS 



A 



KCLATIKO TO 



^OREIGN AFFAIR 




ACCOMrANYIXa TNS 



ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT 



TO TlflC 



SECOND SESSION* TIURTV-EICHTII CONGRESS. 



PARi\:^// 



A 



WASHINGTON: 

^ 0OVB1IMMC1CT miJITIMn OPPICS. 

^^ / lS6d. 



Y3- 



</ 



334 dtploujltic cobrespokdencb. 



Mr. WkUeBUMtr.Scwmri. 

Navy DRPA^TiiBirr, 

Waskingtim, OcUAer 12, 1864. 

Sis: I have liad ibe bonor tb receive jour letter of tbe 7th instant, enclosing 
a despatch from Mr. Adams, in relation to the course pursued bj the civil an* 
thoriUes at Dover, in liberating seamen who had deserted from the United States 
ship Iroquois. 

The course pursued by the authorities at Dover will necessarily he recipro* 
eated, and in that event raieve us from great and constant applications in regaid 
to seamen who have or may come among us. In compliance with your request 
the despatch and accompaniments are herewith returned. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of ike Savy. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary 0^ ISUdt. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Adams. 

No. 1128.] Defabtmbxt op Statb, 

WaMngtom, OcteMr 18, 1864. 

Sir : The defeat of the insurants in Georgia, crowned by the capture of At> 
lanta, seems to have worked a change in their plan of operations. Hood moved 
his forces, forward, with the co-operation of Wheeler ana Forrest, to break Hiyor 
General Sherman's communications with his base at Nashville. That com- 
mander, who was well understood here to be exercising his usual vigilance, now 
reports that Hood, after having struck the railroad in the neighborhood of Dalton 
aim Resaca, has fallen back before our forces, and without accepting battle has 
abandoned his projected plan of operations. The communications have not been 
seriously impaired. Hood's retreat is imderstood to be in a southwesterly diree- 
tkm. 

Major General Sheridan, on the 7th of October, began a withdrawal of his 
forces from Port Republic down the Shenandoah valley towards Front Royal. 
On the 8th, a large force of insurgent cavalry attacked his rear; a battle ensued, 
which resalted in a decisive victory in our favor. We captured eleven guns 
with complete equipment, and also three hundred prisoners. In the whole, 
thir^-six guns have been taken from Early's army, which is believed to be 
more than half of its complement of artillery. Major General Sheridan destroyed 
the supplies of food and fi)rage throughout the whole vallev, and he is now coming 
into direct communication by railroad with Washington. ' J ust now he reports that 
the insurgent armv in the valley is understood to have passed under the command 
of Longstrcet, and that on the 15th it reappeared in our front near Strasborg. 
Major General Crook being in the advance of Sheridan's forces, assaulted, broke 
ana dispersed the enemy, and he is understood to 4)e retiring far up the valley. 

The defeat of Early was followed bv new guerilla attacks on our military 
lines. A train on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad was intercepted by the out- 
law Moscby between Harper's Ferry and Martinsburg. On the 16th, Moscby's 
camp in the Blue Ridge mountains was surprised and his artillexy was captuied, 
together with several prisoners. 

The enemv's manoeuvres in Missouri are not yet fully developed, but our re- 
ports from that quarter are not unsatisfactory. 

State elections were held last week iu Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Maij* 
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land. In tlie two former States tlie results were conspicaoasly favorable to the 
Union canse. Some doubt bangs on tbe result in Pennsylvania and Maryland, 
but onr latest information induces a belief that tbese States also bave eivcn their 
support to tbe administration. If this shall prove true of Maryland the effect 
will be of ereat value, as the successful vote ratifies the new constitution* whicb 
abolishes slavery in that State. 

I am, sir* your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Cbarlbs Francis Adams, Esq^ ^e^ ^e^ Ige. 

[The same to other ministers in Europe.] 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Adanu. 



No. 1130.] Dbpartmbxt op Statb, 

WaMhingtwit October 19, 1864. 
Sir : Information has been received at this depsrtment in regard to the alleged 
enlistment of several thousand Poles for the insurgent military service, and to 
arrangements effected to run them through the blockade. I transmit for your 
perusal a copy of a communication of tlie 7th instant from the United States 
consul at Halifax relative to this matter, and will thank you to exercise your 
accustomed vigilance in endeavoring to prevent the consummation of the scheme, 
and in reporting any information on the subject which you may obtain. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Charles Francis Adams, Esq., fgc^ ^ 9gc 



Ur. JackMom f Jfr. F. W. Sewmrd. 
• No. 132.] CONSDLATB OP TUB UNITED STATES OP AmBRICA, 

At Halifax^ Kota Scotia, October 7, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith duplicate extracts taken from a 
Halifax paper, (the Acadian Recorder,) in relation to the enlistment of several 
thousand Poles in the confederate ser\ice, and the arrangements in contempltr 
tion for transporting them to the Confederate States. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

M. A. JACKSON. 
^ United States Conni. 

Hon. Frederick W. Seward, 

AssiMtant Secretary of State. 



lEztracttfrom the mi\fm% AcmiUn Euoricr, <ktoier7, 1864.] 

«*AiD POR THE SOUTH.— The Charleston Courier of the 23d ultimo remarks: 
"•An ngrecraent has been effected between the rebel government and a com- 
missioner representing a certain European population, by which 30,000 soldiers 
will be added to the rebel armies. The consideration is a grant of lands, but 
where these lands are located is much in doubt. It is intim»*tcd that they will 
come from Poland.' 
** We were informed some months since that such an arrangement was aVmt 
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h&ng made, and that 40,000 Poles would, in all probalnlitj. soon be added to 
the army of tbe confederacy. The appeal of the roliah delation, published m 
the Wilmington papers, subsoqncntly confirmed this. We hare since beentold 
that tbe confederate government hnve given orders for the completion of some 
fifty swift steamers in England, similar to the Colonel Lamb, now in port* in 
order to bring those foreigners to the south, through the blockade.** 



Mr, Adams to Mr. SewarJL 



No. 798.] Legation op thb XTnitbo Statbs* 

Landom, Ociohcr 20, 1864. 
8iB : In connexion with my despatch No. 785, of the 16th of September, I 
have the honor to transmit copies of two notes of Lord Russell, dated the 21sl 
September and 7th of this month, in answer to my representation as to the lib- 
enuion of the deserters from the United States ship Iroqnds. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

OUAELES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabo, 

Secretary ofState, WoikmgfCM, D. CL 



EaH RusstU f# Mr. Admmu 

FoBBiON Oppicb, September 21, 1864. 
Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 16th 
instant, relative to the desertion, at Dover, of three seamen from the United 
States ship Iroauois, and to inform you that your communication shall be con- 
sidered by her Majesty's government. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest considera^on, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

RUSSELL. 
CuABLES Fbaxcis Adams, Esq., 4^^ 4^ 4^ 



Smrl nussdl U Mr. Admmu 

FoBBiON Office, October 7, 1864. 

Sib : With reference to my letter of the 21st ultimo I have the honor to in- 
form you, in reply to the representation which yon made to me on the 10th of 
last month respecting the desertion, at Dover, of three seamen belonging to tlie 
United States ship Iroquois, that there is no law in force in this country by 
which these deserters could be given up. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sb, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Cbablbb Fba.xcis Aoa>i8, Esqn ^c ^r., ^ 



Mr. Adams to Mr. Seward. 



Ho. 796.] Lbqation of thb Unttbd Statbs, 

Londom, October 20, 1864. 
Sib : I have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the department, 
numbered from 1108 to 1111, inclusive, together with a letter from the Socio* 
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taiy of tbe Treasniy, and a oopj of the Political Hiatorj of the BebelHon, bj 
Mr. McPheraon. 

•In accordance wiih the desire expressed in No. 1109* of the 3d of October* 
I have caused a copy of the letter of the librarian of Congress endoied in it to 
be sent to Mr. Panizzi, of the Britiah Itoseum. 

There is little to note in the record of passing erents for the last week. The 
efforts to despatch vessels and arms to the rebels continue unabated, and there 
are constant rumors of projects to fit out ships^f-war. But it seems to me 
that experience has shown so little to be gainea by anj adventure of the kind, 
in compensation for the heavj outlaj, that I much doubt whether the energies 
of the managers will be bent in that direction. The greater probability it of 
some attempt at concentration in force at Wilmington, in order, if possible, to 
keep open Uie only- remaining avenue for their supplies. Perhaps some collat- 
eral aid may be hoped for from occasional predatory cruisers from that port. 

I perceive that great efforts have been made at Liverpool to raise money for 
the assistance of the rebels by way of a fair, or bazaar. The names of several 
ladies of the nobility, both French and English, are published as patronessea. 
It is not 4iniiatural that a privileged class here should endeavor to contribute 
aid to alleviate the sufferings of those who are contending in America to main- 
. tain ill-gotten rights over their fellow-men. The object is declared to be purely 
charitable. In my view, the better charity is that initiated by a wholly differ- 
ent set of persons in this country, to aid those in the same region who are suf- 
fering from their efforts to escape from oppression. Sympathy with slaves has 
ceased to be the fashion in Great Britain ever since slavery has ceased to be a 
pretext for reproach of America. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwakd, 

Secretarif of Slate, Waskingiom, D. CL 



^ 3Ir. Seward to Mr. Adams. 

Ko. 1131.] Dbpartmbxt of Statb, 

Washington, October 20, 1864. 

Sir : Your despatch of the 6th of October, No. 792, has been received, and 
I give you my thauks for the light which it throws upon the course of the 
cotton market in Europe, and its influence upon the fortunes of the insurrection. 
To impatient minds our civil war seems slow in giving its ereat instmctiona. 
But when received they are full of wisdom. The lever of the cotton supply 
is breaking in the hands of the slaveholders. Even before that consummation 
is reached the market for slaves becomes stagnant,.and Maryland therefore 
abolishes slavery. In view of these facts, how can sincere friends of humanity 
in any part of the world misunderstand our policy in removing slavery through 
the operation of war in defence of the Union, instead of hazarding the Union 
itself in a mere partisan political crusade against slaveiy t * 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Charles Fra.nxis Adams, Esq., ^., ^ ^ 



Jlfr. Seward to Mr.Adawu. 

No. 1185.] Drpartmbnt of Statb, 

WaskingiOH. October 24, 1864. 
Sir : The marked military event of the last week was the battle of Cedar 
22 C • 
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creek, in tbe Sheaaiicloali vallej, on the 19tli instiint. It beji^ daring Gen- 
eral Sheridan's absence from his command on a viail to tbe War Department 
liere^ Longstreet bad been reinforced bj 12»0()0 men. He snrpriaea and aa- 
aanlted Sheridan's army in its camp near Strasbnrg at tbe break of day, broke 
and pushed it back fonr miles, with a capture of 800 or 1»000 men and twen^* 
four guns. Sheridan was returning to tne armj, and at Winchester met the 
news of this disaster. He pushed rapidly forward, reorganized his oolnmnSt 
and establsbed a new and perfect line of battle, attacked the enemy, in three 
hours turned the defeat into a victory, driving the enemy before him through 
Strasburg to Mount Jackson, routing them and putting them to flight in all 
directions, so that they had not an organized regiment left on arriving at that 
place. Sheridan took back the twen^-four guns which had been lost, adding 
twenty-nine to the number, and captured 2,000 prisoners, with 10 battle flags. 
The pursuit was continued on the 20th, with the capture of a large quantity of 
smairarms and much camp equipage, including 800 wmnm. 

I know not whether it is that hope is deriv^ or is affected to be dmVed by 
the insurgents from excitement of the political canvass in the loyal States, or 
firom what other cause— the fact, however, is observed that the enemy affect to be 
confident of some new and great success. On the other hand, telegraphic com- 
munication is re-established through General Sherman's line to Atlanta. The 
«nemy is in retreat before him, and the military situation there is regarded as 
satisfactory and cheering. The invaders of Missouri are fidling back before 
Ceneral Roeecrans, and endeavoring to escape the pursuit of General Steele. 
^Hbe situation at Richmond remains unchanged. The election in Maryland has 
resulted in the adoption of the new constitution, which raises eighty thousand 
«li»res to. the condition of freemen* 

A letter from the pretended governor of Louisiana, which has been inter* 
ceptod, Ufges the emandpation and enrolment of negroes as soldiers in tbe 
insurgent army, and the Richmond Enquirer now openly advocates that des- 
perate policy. On the other hand, we have authentic information that one 
tendred captured Union colored soldiers, who were compulsorily employed at 
work on the fortifications around Danville, rose upon their guanl, disarmed 
tthem, Aizned themselves, and effected their escape from captivity. It is not 
improbable that we are reaching a new phase of this extraordinary civil war. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Cbaule^ Fkamcis Adams, Esq., ^c^ ^e^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Aiawu. 



No. IIIC.] Dbpartmbnt OP Statb, 

Washington, October 24, 1864. 

8ia: It Is my duty to invite, through you, the serious attention of her 
Mijesty's government to the instances, which unfortunately seem to be multi* 
plying, in which the British possessions in our neighborhood, both continental 
and insular, have been made bases for hostOe proceedings of the insurgents 
against this country. The motives for such pruceedinss have undoubtedly 
been, not a conviction that material damage would result directly from the hos- 
tile acts of the insurgents, but a hope that a just sense of national dignity, and 
self-preservation on our part, might induce us to resent the toleration of the 
British authorities, and ultimately, perhaps, lead that government to take 

Kwith the insurgents ut an open and declared enemy of the United States, 
insufbaency ^ the British neutrality act and of the warnings of the 
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Queen's mAatm&m to arrest the causes of complaint referred to were antici- 
pated ^Aj IB the existing strnggle* and that government was asked to applj a 
remedy hj p ^i*"^ an act more stringent in its character — such as onrs of the 
10th of Mardi, 1838» which, was occasioned bj a similar condition of afiairs. 
This request has not been complied with, though its reasonableness and neces- 
sity have been shownbj subsequent events. 

The seixnro by insurgents of the steamer Chesapeakct on the high seas, 
bound from New York to PortUin^* is familiar to you. Though the vessel was 
ultimately rdeased, the perpetrators of the deed escaped punishment. Brains* 
one of the leaden, has since found his way to Havana, ana with other conspira- 
tors has recently scued, under similar circumstances, the steam packet Roanoke* 
which plies between that place and New York, and carried her to Bermuda, but 
not receiving die hos^taiity which was expected there, the vessel was taken 
outside the port and burned. 

On Satufday, the 17th of September last. Lieutenant Colonel B. H. Hill, 
acting assistant provost marshal general of Michigan, was advised by a person 
from Cam^ that a party was to be scut from Windsor, on the Canadian side 
of the Detroit liver, opposite Detroit, to a point within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, far hostue purposes. 

On Sunday evening, the ISth of September, a man came on board the Philo 
Parsons, while she was lying at the dock in Detroit, and requested the clerk, Mr. 
Walter T. Ashky, who is part owner of the Parsons, to call at Sandwich, on 
the Canada shore, three miles below Detroit, to receive him and a party of friends, 
who wished to go to Kelly's island, about elev<^n miles from Sandusky, alleging 
that one of than was lame and could not well cross the ferry. The Philo Par- 
sons sailed the next morning, (Monday, the 19th of September,) at 8 o'clock, 
with about forty passeneers. The person referred to above, as having engaged 
a passage for himself and party, api>eared immediately afYerwards, and at his re- 
quest the steamer called at Sandwich, where his friends, four in number, came 
on board. At Maiden, on the Canada side, where the steamer always stops, 
about twenty miles below Detroit and near the point where the Detroit river 
empties into the lake, about twenty more men came on board. The number not 
being unusual, exdted no suspicion. The only baggage of the party was an 
old-fashioned trunk, tied with rope, and which was i^terwards ascertained to 
contain revolvers and large hatches or hand-axes. The steamer continued on 
her course, ai^ made her usual landings at North Bass, Middle Bass, and South 
Bass islands — the latter being better known as Put-in-Bay island. These islands 
are nearly north of Sandusky, and about twenty miles disUnt They all be- 
long to the United Sutcs, and are part of the State of Ohio. Captdn Atwood, 
the captain of the steamer, left her at Middle Bass island, where his family re- 
side. Having made these landings, the steamer went on her course to Kelly's 
island, about seven miles further on, and made her usual landing there. Here 
four men got on board, all apparently belonging to the same party, and it has been 
ascertained that one, who was seen among them after the capture of the steamer, 
had been several days on the island, visiting the inhabitanU and pretending to 
be an agent fur the sale of sewing machines. 

Shortly after leaving Kelly's island, about 4 o'clock in the afternoon and 
, while she was directly on her course for Sandusky, the Philo Parsons was seized 
by the party who had got on board at Sandwich and Maiden, and was headed 
to the eastward for nearly an hour, when she was turned back to Middle Ba^s 
island for fiiel, the leader of the party having ascerUined from the mate and 
engineer that there was notenongh to run many hoars. Soon after the Philo 
Parsons reached Middle Bass island, and while she was taking in wood, the 
steamer Island Queen, which performs daily trips from the Bass islands to San- 
dusky and back, came alongside and was immediately seized. The engineer of 
the Island Queen, without giving any provocation, was shot in the face, Tht 
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ball entered liis cheek and passed out near the ear. One person was cnt in die 
bead with a batdiei. and bled profosel j. Several otber persons were knocked . 
down, and a large number were etmck with the bnt-eiids of pistols and with 
batcbets, and some ten or a dozen shots were fired. The passengeis on both 
boats were landed at Middle Bass, with a part of their baggafre. 

After getting a anpplj of fuel, the Philo Parsons ran out into the lake, towing 
the Island Q^ieen. At the distance of about fire miles according to one state- 
ment, and at a smaller distance according to otiiers, the Island Queen was scuttled 
by cutting her supply-pipe and was sent adrift. Before filling she drifted on a 
shoal, and was gotten off a few days afterwards, having been plundered bj die 
paitj who had seised her. 

After the Island Queen had been scutded, the Philo Parsons stood for San- 
dusk J barbor, and was turned about and steered for Maiden, where she arrived 
between 4 and 5 o'clock on Tuesday morning, the 20th of September. A few 
miles above Maiden, a yawl *boat load of plunder was sent ashore on the Cana^ 
dian side of die DeUtnt river. At Fighting itiland, some six miles above, the 
crews of both steamers were landed. 

The Philo Parsons arrived at Sandwich at about 8 o'clock the same morning, 
and a pianoforte belonging to her, a number of trucks, and the cabin furniture, 
were put ashore at the dock, where a custom-house officer almost immediately 
appeared. She was then scuttled, by cutting her injection-pipes, and cast oft. 
She partially fiDed, but was taken possession of a few hours allterwards bv the 
mate, who had come in a small steamer (the Pearl) from £cuse, who had her 
towed to DeCnnt. 

The facu thus set forth having been substantiated by the depositions of eye- 
witnesses of these occurrences, 1 addressed a note to J. Hume Burnley, esq., 
ber Britannic Majesty's charg6 d'afiaires, on the 13th instant, requesting, tlurough 
bim, that ber Majesty's government would, upon the arrest and commitment of 
the parties who perpetrated these depredations, some of whom passed by the 
names, respectively, of Bell. Hoult Bri«tow, Robert Drake, Burley, and Thomas, 
(the names of othen not being ascertained,) issue the necessary warrants for 
tlieir delivery to Joseph Dimmick and James Henry, or to any other person duly 
authorized by the authorities of the State of Ohio to receive the fugitives, in 
order that tliey mi^t be brousht back to the United States for trial. This 
request was msde on the ground that they were guilty of the crimes of robbery 
and assault with intent to commit murder within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, and that, beine fugitives from the justice of the United States* their 
extradition was provided for bv the tenth article of the treaty of Washington. 
Mr. Burnley has since informed me that he refenred the matter to her Majesty's 
provincial audiorities, as is usual in such cases. 

The primaiy object in capturing these steamers was confessedly to release 
the insurgent officers confined on Johnson's island. There is reason to believe 
that the cons^racy was organized and set in motion by prominent insurgents, 
who have for some time past been residing in Canada for such purposes. In- 
deed, this department has proof that Mr. Jacob Thompson has acknom'ledged 
that he was commissioned and provided with funds to carry them into efiect, 
and had interviews with conspicuous members of the gang just before the 
ateamcrt were captured. 

It is obvions that at the time of the informal arrangement between the two 
governments of April, 1817, limiting their naval force on the lakes, a condition 
of things like the present could scarcely have been anticipated. The object of 
that arrangement was to prevent either party from keeping in commission the 
eoi^erable navd force which they both had employed in that quarter during 
the war th^ recently dosed. If peace was expectea to continue, the force was 
an unnecessary burden to both parties ; but, on the contraiy, if war should sud- 
* denly be renewed* one or the othor might, in anticipatioa of dial event* have 
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daiiidestinely or otberwise so augmented itfl force as to iniare to it a dangerooa 
advantage. Believing tbat these were the views entertwned at the time the 
arrangement was entered into, and that neither the United States nor Great 
Britain expected to relinqnieh their right to self-defence in the event of a civil 
war in the territories of either, hy the limitation referred to, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, ai> you will see from the convspondencc, a copy of which is endpsed* 
has chartered two propellers, one on Lake Erie, and the othej on Lake Ontario* 
for the purpose of checking and snppressing depredations on our trade and tcr* 
ritory in that region, similar to those above mentioned. 

I had just prepiured the foregoing statement of the transaction on Lake Erie, 
when informatian of a new and equally desperate outrage on another part of 
the border reached this department. A band, said to consist of twenty-five 
desperate men, clandestinely armed, crossed the frontier and proceeded ia 
several small parties, by stage-coach, to St Albans, Vermont, in the customary 
way of travellers. At a concerted time they raised a scene of terror in that 
peaceful town, and broke into boarding-houses and other buildings and carried 
off large amounts of treasure, said to be two hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars, together with other valuable property. As soon as the oeople recovered 
from their surprise, thev arose and hotly pursued the ft* Ions, who sought safety 
by returning on stolen horses across the frontier into Canada. The Canadian 
municipal agents seem to have co-operated with the pursuers from Vermont 
with alacrity and diligence. Twelve of the robbers were arrested, stripped of 
their plunder and taken into custody bv the Canadian authorities. It is also 
understood that a considerable part of the recovered propeitv was promptly 
restored to its owners. Here the imperfect accounts which 1 have received of 
this transaction end. I have requested of J. Hume Burnley, esq., her Majesty's 
charg^ d'affaires here, that the felons may be detained, until, after having obtained 
the exact information which is essential, I shall have addressed to the British 
government a demand for the surrender of the offenders, in conformity with the 
provisions for extradition contained in the Ashburton treaty. The subject haa 
been discussed in a friendly spirit between myself and Mr. Burnlev, who haa 
received telegraphic advices from Lord Lyons, who yet remains iu ^ew York. 
I give you a copy of a note which I addressed to Mr. Burnley on the 2l8t 
instant, and also a copy of a note I afterwards received from him in answer to 
my verbal request, that Lord Monck, the governor general, should be advised 
to detain the offenders for extradition. I wish you to bring this transaction 
also to the notice of Earl Russell, and say to him that, taken in connexion with 
events of the same character which have occurred on the Canadian frontier, it is ^ 
regarded here as deserving prompt and decisive proceedings on the part of her * 
Majesty's government, in order to prevent the danger of ultimate conflict upon 
the Canadian borders. It is a pleasant circnmstance that, in making this com- 
mnnicadon, we are not only able but are obliged to acknowledge that the 
Canadian executive autliority has, in this instance, thus far co-operated with 
this government in faithful and diligent efforts to bring the disturbed of die 
public peace to due account. It is, however, impossible to resist the conviction 
that peace cannot be reliably maintained upon the border unless more effective 
measures shall be adopted to secure that end than those that have hidierto been 
used by both governments. We know well, although we have not judicial 
evidence, that all the movements of this character are set on foot by Jacob 
Thompson and other disloyal American citizens who are temporarily domiciled 
in Canada, and furnished with funds there for these iniquitous purposes through 
the banking institutions of Canada. It is now my duty to instmct yon to give 
notice to Earl Russell, in conformity with the treaty reservation of that right, 
that, at the expiration of six months after you shall have made this communica- 
tion, the United Sutes will deem themselves at liberty to increase the naval 
armament upon the lakes, if, in their judgment, the* condiaon of affairs in that • 
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quarter eball tben require it. And yoa wfll be careful to advise us of the dar 
o& which this notice is ^ven. Yoa will assure the earl, however* tlMt this 
proceeding is adopted only as a necessaiy measares of national defence* and not 
only with no purpose of hostility* hnt, on the other hand* with a desire no less 
earnest than heretofore to preserve the most friendly relations with Great Britain. 
Moreover* this government will in eveir case direct its hest efforts to prevent 
invasion of British territory* whether oy way of popular retaliaUon or other- 
wise. It is not for ns to indicate the means her Majesty's government should 
adopt to maintain neutrality on their side of the border. You will again sug- 
gest to her Majesty's TOvemment that* in our opinion, a policy similar to that 
which was inaugunted by onr enactment before mentioned might be followed 
with advantage by Great Britian in the American provinces during onr present 
dvfl war. I should fiul* however* to express a sincere conviction of this gov- 
emment if I should not repeat now what I have heretofore so often had occasion 
to say, that, practically* tne policy of neutrality which her Majesty has pro- 
claimed has mOed as well in the British home ports as in the British colonies* 
and especially in the latter* and that it must continue to £ul more conspicuously 
every day, so long as asylum is allowed there to active agents of the enemies of 
the fjnitcd States* and they are in any way able* by evasion <v otlierwise* to 
use the British ports and British borders as a base for felonious depredations 
against the citizens of the United States. Nor are we able to conceive of any 
remedy adequate to the present exigency* but the recognition by her Majesty's 
government of the just and exclnsive sovereignty of the United States in all the 
waters aud territories legally subject to the jurisdiction of this government. I 
use the m-ord exigency with a consciousness of its just effect .The welfare and 
prosperity of the British provinces on our borders are as sincerely desired by us 
as they can be by the British government. In a practical sense these provinces 
are sources of wealth and influence for the United States* although they are 
subject to a foreign jurisdiction. We have proved that this is a sincere con- 
viction on onr part by entering into relations of reciprocal free trade with the 
British provinces almost as intimate as the relations of free trade which* under 
our Constitution* prevail between the several States of the American Union. 
Thus far we have l>een content with these relations* and probably we should 
remain content whether the colonies adhere to their ties with Great Britian* or* 
with her consent* should assume the responsibilities of self-government, provided 
always that onr friendship is reciprocated, while peace and harmony on the 
border are essential to the very existence of such friendship. On the other 
hand* we have a right to expect that the dwellers within those provinces will 
be content to fulfil toward us the obligations of good neighborhood, as we are 
expected to fulfil the same obligations on our part. Even if this government 
could be satisfied with less than what I have thus indicated* it must, neverthe- 
less* be admitted that* from the very force of circumstances* peace could hardly 
be expected to prevail on a border which should afford to the communities 
which it divides no adequate protection against mutual aggression and reprisal. 

Political agitation is as frequent in the British American provinces as it is 
here. It is not easy to foresee now soon revolutionary movements may appear 
there. Every provocation now given to Americans w^ be likely to be claimed 
as a precedent in that case for intrusion from this side of the lakes. Would it 
not wd wise to establish a proper system of repression now* which would prove 
a rock of safety for both countries hereafter. 
I am, sir* your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. 8EWAED. 

CaAfiLBS Fbancis Adams* Esq.* ^ Sfc^ tfc 
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[Eackwum] 

Mr. Fessenden to Mr. Seward, September 23. 1864. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. Fessendea, September 30» 1864 — with an accompaniment. 
Mr. Fessenden to Mr. Seward, September 30, 1864. 
Mr. Thmrston to Mr. Seward, October 20, 1864 — witb an accompaniment. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Rnmley, October 1, 1864. 
Mr. Bomley to Mr. Seward, October 4, 1864. 
Mr. SewanI to Mr. Burnley, October 21, 1864. 
Mr^Bmulej to Mr. Seward. October 23, 1864. 
Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward, October 23, 1864. 

[The last five endoenrca are published in this seriei. See correspondence 
with British legation.] 



Jtfir. Ftsstndtn U Mr. Sewmtd. 

Treasury DBPART]iB.\T, 

September 23, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform jon that a steam propeller has been put in 

commission as a revenue vessel to cruise on the lakes. \ 

. I deem it proper to acquaint jou with this fact, in view of any treaty which } 

maj exist on this subject. ] 

I am, very respectfully, t 

W. P. FESSENDEN, \ 

Secritary of the Treatury. \ 

Hon. William H. Seward, i 

Secretary of State. \ 

t 

\ 

— "™"""""^— ■■■— ^ •* 

< 

i 

Mr. Stwmrd t« Mr, Feswenieu, j 

Department op State, j 

Waskhgton^ September 30, 1864. 

Sir : I enclose for your perusal a copy of a tclegratn of the 23d instant j 

from General Hitchcock to the Secretary of War, which I will thank yon to ! 

cause to be returned to this department | 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, j 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. J 
Hon. William P. Fessendbn, 

Secretary of the Treatury. j 



Major Oenerml UUck€0€k te Mr. SUmUm. 

} 
[Telegram.] | 

I 

Sandusky, Ohio, J 

September 23, 1864. ! 

Sir : I take upon myself to express an opinion that the safety of onr com- j 

merce on the lakes, and the security of the cities along the lake shorea, makes | 

it of the highest importance, if not an indispensable necessity, that the govern- ^ 
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ment slioiild luiTe serenl armed Tesseb fullj maimed to prevent the rebels* wbo 
find aecoritjr in Canada, from feizing ateamers engaged in commerce and con> 
yertin^ tliem into var-vesaeky with a few of which thej may, if not prevented* 
do us mcalculable mischief Ex-Secretary Thompson it employed m Canada 
in setting on foot expeditions of the most dangerous character. 

The recent seizure of the two steamers in this vicinity has» indeed, terminated 
disastroYialy for the prmectors of the horrible scheme; bat the demonstration 
actoaUy noiade is a sufficient warning to induce our government .to take im* 
mediate measures to guard against a repetition of it. It will be but an act of 
aelf-defence, and from Uie disclosures made by Coole, now in arrest at Johnson's 
island, earnestly recommend that no time be lost in putting afloat armed vessels 
upon Lake Ontario, and speedily upon the upper lakes also. I suppose we Are 
engaged in war rendering this step justifiable under the treaty of eighteen 
fifteen, (1815,) but it is my duty to speak only the justifying necessity of the 

lae. 

C. A. HITCHCOCK. 

Major General VUuntterw^ 

Hon. Ebwiif M. STAirrojf, 

Secretary of War. 



iir F€s$€mdtm U Mr Smmri. 

Tebasuey Dbpartmbnt, 

September 30, 1864. 
Sit : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date 
transmitting telegram from General Hitchcock, and to state that thb department 
has this day chartered the steam propeller Hector, (at Oswego, New York,) for 
revenue cutter purposes. This vessd, together with the Winslow, chartered at 
Buffalo a few days since, will be fitted for service with all possible despatch. 
The telegram is herewith returned. 
I am, very respe^ptfrdly, 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 

Secretary of the Treoiury. 
Him. WiLUAii H. Sbwaed, 

Secretary of Staie. 



iff. JlmntamU Mr. Smmrd. 

No. 67.] United States Consulate Gbnbrau 

Montreal, October 20, 1864. 
Sir: Yesterday afternoon, just after I had left the consulate, about half past 
I six o'clock, the evening paper was shown me, and mv notice directed to an 

f article announcing that a party of twenty or thirtv men had attacked St. Albans, 

|, Vermont; had robbed the banks of one or two hundred thousand dollars; had 

^! also stolen sufficient number of horses to mount them, and had escaped after 

i; kfllinr several citizens and wounding others. I could not credit the report, and 

immediatelv telegraphed to O. Merrill, esq., superintendent of the Vermont Central 
k railroad, who returned replv herewith enclosed. Judge Aldis, of the supreme 

\ court of Vermont, the gentleman mentioned in the telegram, arrived here at 11 

j o'clock last night Directly he arrived, we proceeded to the house of the chief of 

police, and made request Uiat he would send a body of his polioe force to the 
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froDtien, and arrest all BospiciooB persona passing Into Canada. The chief de- 
clining to act without authority of hit superior, JndgeCoursol, of the quarter 
sessions of this city, and who«e jurisdiction embraces also the district throngh 
which the raiders must pass to reach Montreal, invited us to visit the judge with 
him to obtain his consent. Accordingly we proceeded to the residence of Judge 
Cureol, called him from his bed, and laid the object of our visit before him. 
After some consultation. Judge Coursol decided to proceed to St John's, where 
he had a sergeant of rpecial frontier police and several men, taking with him 
several men from this city also, and to render all the assistance in his power to 
arrest the raiders if they attempted to pass into Canada on the cars, either at 
St J'ohn's or beyond it He directed the chief of police to accompany him, and 
assured us that anything the Canadian authorities could do, they would, and 
most cheerfully and promptly render every aid possible to arrest the parties con- 
cerned in this daring attack, to rob and murder the peaceable citizens of Yer- ~ 
mont This morning, at a auarter before six, they took the cars to St John's. 
Judge Coursol informed me tuat he had a force of thirty special police distributed 
along the frontier, on the thoroughfares and other places, to arrest deserters from 
the regiments stationed at Montreal and Quebec; that should it be necessary^ 
he would call in all this force, and detail as many men from the police force of 
Montreal, if it were required. AVhile tia-iting this despatch, a telegram was 
brought me, directed to Judge Coursol, announcing that six of the robbers of the 
banks of St Albans were arrested at Staubridge ; and a few minutes after, another 
telegram from Judge Aldis, who returned this morning with the other parties* 
stating that two men had been caught, all of the eight having large amounts of / 

money on their persons. Among the number arrested was the leader of this j 

raid. The details of this outrage, written by Judge Aldis, who was in St Albans \ 

when the raiders made the attack, I have the honor herewith to enclose, together 
with the telegram received. The promptness with which Judge Coursol and the 
chief of the police have responded to our request for assistance ; the kindness 
and courtesy with which they have received us ; and the efficient services ren- 
dered, shows the determination of the Canadian government and its officials to ] 
arrest all offenders under the treaty against the laws of the United States, and 
the cordial good feeling which they entertain towards qur government I beg 
to assure the department that everything has been done by the officers of this 
consulate to render all possible assistance to the citizens of Vermont 

With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant 

D. TUDRSTON. 

United Stata CatmiL 
Hon. William H. Sbwahd, 

Sccretarjf of State, WaMngi^nu 



During the past two or three days a number of persons, in all about thur^, t 
came to St Albans by twos and threes, in the different trains, and stopped at the 
hotels. They were dressed like ordinary travellers, and attracted no attention. • ! 

To-day, (October 19.) at about 3 p. m., and at the saine moment parties of five f 

each entered the three banks, and armed with revolvers, which they presented i 

at the heads of the cashier or teller who were in, threatened to shoot them if ' 
they resisted or made any noise, and demanded the money. Resistance was out 

of the question, for in one bank only the cashier was in, in another one teller, i 

and in the third two tellers only. They robbed the banks of what money they | 
could find — the vaults and safes being open— ^nd took an amount in all perhaps 

$150,000 or S200.000. While these persons were robbing the Unks, their con- i! 

federates at the same time went to the hotels and liveiy stables and seized horses j 

n order therewith to escape to Canada. The whole matter was transacted within - ^ 
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lewtlMmaBboor. Of coiine,i]i seinne the lionet diqriaetwHkTesistaiiee, for 
this liad to be done openly, and tbej fired a ludf a dosen sbotaeadiatMr. Fidkn 
the Uwerj man, and at Mr. Field, the keeper of the Ameriean HoteL While 
Btealhig the horses, tbej also fired at Mr. M<»Tison» who was^walkinr along 
peaceauj on the sidewalk on the opposite side of the street, and wonnded hia 
m the gimn, it is feared fatally. Thej also shot Mr. Hnn^ngton, wounding him 
in the hip» and slightly wonnded another. As soon as they had got together 
hones enough, they Idft for the north, taking the road hy war of Sheldon, (where 
it is supposed they intended to rob the Missisquoi Bank,) and theneeprobaoly by 
Frankfin to Pigeon Hill, or to Frelighsbui^,. in Canada. They all came from 
Canada, so fiff as their arriyals can be tnice£ On the plank road, about a mile 
noith of St Albans, they shot a young giri bj the roadBide. They threatened 
to bum the depot and other buildings, but probably fidt that ddays were dan* 



There was searcdy a gun or pistol in the Tilla2;e; hut in about half an hour 
mller they left, twelve or fifteen of our dtisens, who snceeeded in getting guns, 
went in purauit of them. When about half way to Sh^oo, they were hem of 
as being within about a mile of the robben. It is to be hoped they were OTer- 
taken there. 

Some of the leaden, appeared to be disposed to eomimt no greater outrages 
than robbing the banks; othen seemed to oe deperadoes— wretches ready for 
anycrime, and bent on wanton murder. 

ThD banks have offered a reward often thousand doDan. 



[TcnBont and Botton Telegraph Company— Oflfee 38 St. I^aa^ Xarier stnet.] 

MoirraRAL, October 19, 1864. 
(By telegraph from St. Albtas, Vtwiont.) 

Judge Aldis left here on express train to-nisht for MontreaL The niders, 
some twenty or twenty-five men, have collected hare within a few days. Had 
evidently laid their plans; simultaneously entered and robbed the three banks 
of from one hundred to two hundred thousand doDan ; seixed horses and saddles 
enoQi^ to mount the party, shooting all persons who resisted, and started for 
Sheldon, probably to rob the bank there, and then escape to Canada. They 
wen pursued by a party of citizens, on horseback, armed. 

6. MERRIUU SuperiniemienL 

D. TmiRSTOif, 

JMud Statti Vice-Qnuul GemtraL 



[TcnMot and Boston Telesrapli Compan j— OiBes 38 St Franks Xavier street ] 

MoNTRBAL, October 20, 1864. 

(By telegraph firom St ABmbs.) 

To David Tkmntam, Viee^CoimdT 

We have arrested two of the robben on this side of the line, and have them 
in jail, with considenble money on their persons. Six more have been taken 
at Stanbridge, or Frelighsburg, among them thnr leader, and about $50,000 
of the money. The whole country both sides of the line is alive with leal to 
arrest them. Our governor too much pleased to hear the Canadian author- 
ities so vrompt* 

A.O.ALDI& 
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Mr. Adams to Mr: SewarJL 

No. 900.] Lboatio:! op thb Umtbd 8tatb8^ 

Lomdoih October 27» 1864. 

Sir : Owing to tbe clekjcd passage of the ateamer Asia, I bare on]/ this 
morning received tbe despatclics due this week. Thej embrace tbose num* 
bered from 1112 to 1120, indnrive. Tbere are» bowever* two numbered 1116, 
of different dates, one of tbe 7th and tbe other of the 10th instant. I shall 
take an eailj opportunity to communicate to her Majesty's government the 
information transmitted with both tbe last named. 

Tbere is IHtle to comment upon in the events of tbe last week. The season 
for what are here denominated extra-parliamentary utterances is now com- 
mencing. Tbe most interesting speeches yet reported are those by Mr. Glad- 
stone, Lord Stanley, the solicitor general, and Mr. Benial Osbom. It is satis- 
factory to perceive that, in rcsard to tbe policy adopted towards the United 
States, tbe tone is uniform and settled. However these persons may difier in ^ 

opinion on the questions involved in tbe struggle, they agree in the one point 
of tbe inexpediency of meddling with it This appears to render it probable 
that the action of the government under any administration will continue muck 
tbe same. 

With regard to internal politics, tbere is growing more and more difficulty to 
perceive tbe shades of difference between existing parties. From tbe tenor of 
Lord Stanley's views, it is very clear that the conservatism of tbe present dar 
has ceased to renresent the toryism of tbe last generation. On die other hand, 
tbe position of Lord Palmcrston is tbe sole tie which holds back tbe progressive 4 

movement of tbe liberal leaders. A few days since be completed bis eightieth ^ 

year.^ He is still reported as tolerably hearty, so tiiat be may be enabled to | 

sustain tbe present condition of things during tbe remainder of tbe term of this \ 

Parliament, or, in other words, until May, 1866. After that time, as tbe latest * 

date, die probability b that new combinations will develop themselves. \ 

Already preiKirations are making, on all sides, for an active canvass for seats : 

in the new Parliament The reaction caused by the struggle in America j 

has spent itself for the present But it is impossible to doubt that much j 

effect may yet be produced on the result by tbe more or less favorable issue of { 

our difficulties. 1 

1 have tbe honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, • 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. j 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, | 

Secretary nfState^ Washington, D. C. i 



Mr. Adanu to Mr. Seward. 

No. 803.] Lbgation op the Umtbd Statbi^ 

London, Kocemher 3, 1864. 
Sir : Although not especially requested so to do, I send herewith, for your 
information, a copy of a resolution adopted at a meeting held at Sunderland on 
the 7th ultimo. I received it in a letter from William Buckie, esq. Tbe 
newspapers transmitted by him, containing a report of the proceedings, fidled 
to come to band. 

I have tbe honor to be, sir, yonr obedient servant* 
_ CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D.C 
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JUmttitUmfm99cdmi • mttUmg hOd •( SmmierUmi ^mtUlik^ (kttitr, 1854, 

*^Tliatiki8 meetiog 18 conyinced thai riaverj was th« sole cause of the 
American TebeUioii« and tliat the north, in resisting that rebellion, is sustaining 
the cause of popular government and the freedom of the slaves, while the 
south is fightiug to maiutain and extend a ^lave empire ; and that, therefore, 
this meeting desires to give its whole moral snpport to tlie cause of order, of 
dvil fireedom, of constitutional government, and of emancipation, all of which 
are represented hj the north in its struggle to maintain the Union.** 



Mr. Adams to Mr, Seward. 



No. 80d.] Legation op tub United States, 

LomdoMf Nocember 3, 1864. 
Sift: In connexion with jour despatch No. 1116, of the 7th of last month, 
I have the honor to transmit copies of notes which have passed between Lord 
Bnssell and myself on the subject therein referred to. 
I have honor to be, sir, vour obedient servant, 

CHABLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Hon. WiLLUM H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, WaMngtMh D. C 



[Endotoras.] 



i. Ur. Adams to Lord Russell, October 27, 1864. 
2. Lord Russell to Mr. Adams, November 2, 1864. 



Iff. Aimm9 t# EM BmbmU. 

Legation op the United States, 

Londoih October 27, 18G4. 
Mr Lord : I am directed to laj before your lordship the copy of a letter 
addressed to the Secretary of State of the United States, by Mr. Savage, the 
▼ice-consul general at Havana, on the 23d of September wst, respecting cer- 
tain operaUons in prosecution of the slave trade, for the information c? her 
Majesty's government. 

I pray your lordship to accept the assurances of the highest consideration 
with wluch I have the honor to be, my lord, your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Right Hon. Earl Russell, 4^ 4^ 4^ 



EmH Rm$$ea U Mr. Aiome. 

Foreign Office, November 2, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th ultimo, enclosiog a copy of a report from the United Sutes 
vke-eonsul at the Havana, cbnUiiiing information respecting the slave trade. . 
I have the honor to be, with we highest consideration, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servant, 

RUSSELL. 
0. F, AoAME, Esq^ ^e^f^Cnic. 
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JUr. Adawu to Mr. Seward. 

No. 805.1 Legation op thb Uxitkd Statrs, 

Landom^ Nacemher 3, 1864. 

Sir : Having had an opportanitj informanj to see Lord Russell, I seized 
it to make verbally a communication to him of the- remark contained In yonr 
despatch, No. 1093, of the 19th of September, on the subject of the Tuscaloosa. 
His lord-^hip made no observation, excepting to the effect that the case had been 
full of difficulties. , * ^^ 

I likewi^ spoke to him of the matter embraced in your despatch No. 1110, 
of the 3d of October. He asked me to write liim a note which he might refer 
to the proper department for information. Accordingly I have since addressed 
one to him. Whenever the reply may come to hand I shall forward copi^ of 
both papers. ' 

1 have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Hon. William H. Sewabo, 

Sccrctarff of Slate, WathingUmt D. C. 



Mr. Aiana to Mr. Seward. 



No. 809-1 Legation op the United States, 

London November 10, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the 
department numbered from 1129 to 113G, inclusive. 

I shall proceed at once to prepare the necessary papers in connexion wiih 
your No. 1 136. L ;rd Russell is this week absent, partly to attend the marriage 
of his son Lord, Ambersley, and partly to enter upon his new honorary function 
of lord rector of the University of Aberdeen. 1 am myself about to pay a 
visit of a few days to the Duke of Devonshii^e, at Chatsworth, so that my rep- 
resentation will not in all probability be sent in until next week. Apart finmi 
this, some time will be necessaiy to copy the accompanying papers. 

There is little to note in the events of the past week. The Queen has retuxnei 
from Scotland and is now at Windsor, near enough to the government to trans- 
act business conveniently. The ministers are coming back to town, and cabinet 
meetings are about to re commence on the 14 th instant.- 

Some attempts have bec'n made here by the rebel agents and their alliet to 
raise an excitement about the capture of the Oreto, alioM the Florida, at Bahia. 
The accounts of that transaction all come from those officers of tlie vessel who 
have arrived at Southampton, and are, of course, untrustworthy. As this gor- 
emmcnt is not at present in diplomatic communication with that of the BrazHa* 
and the prospect of reconciliation through the mediation of Portu^ is as yet 
pretty remote, I do not presume that it will attempt to meddle in any way with 
the matter. The position of the French Emperor would seem to be in Bomo 
degree compromised by his singular decision in the case of the General Ann- 
strong. Nevertheless, whatever questions may spring out of this tranaaction 
ought to be, and, I doubt not, will be, decided upon by the President, purely on 
their intrinsic merits and without regard to immediate circumataneea. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES FBAKCIS ADAUS. 
• Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Stcretar^ of State, Wasiington, D. C 
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Mr. AdoMu i0 Mr. Sewmri. 

Ko. 810.] LBGATI03I OP TBS UnITKD StATBS, 

LUerpoolt Nuvemhtr 10, 1804. 
Sir : The sUtemento referred to in jour despatch. No. 1130, of the 19th of 
October, ma to the eulbtmeot of an armj of Pulea in the eanae of the rebela, 
have been running the roonda of the newspapera in thia eoontrj ao iar aa to 
have attracted mj attention aome time ago. The fiici that an adrentnrer haa 
come forward to oEet hia 8<Tncea for aoch a work, in riew of an ade^oate re- 
mnneration to himaelf for the attempt, whether it enccecd or £ul, w likdj 
enoQsh. Since I have been here I have had aimifaff overtvea made to bm, and 
thmtbj persona in a much better poettiun to undertake the effort with anceeaa. 
Bnt I must confcea mjeelf tohave been thoroughlT akepticalaa to anj Talnable 
iaane of such a adieme. It would involve an outlaT of monej, and difficultiea 
of eaulpmeDt and transportation which no individual could aaaume, and to 
whidi tne state of the rebel finances at this moment could scarcely be expected 
to respond. It is not unlikely that a few insurgent Poles, who have beai driven 
firom Uieir country by the failure of the late insurrection, may be tempted indi- 
vidually to try Uieir chance in America by the offer <^ a free passage and aub- 
sequent employment. Bnt 1 think thef would much more cheerfully enlist on 
thoae tcrma under the standard of the united States than with the rebela. In* 
deed, applicationa of that kind have been continually made to me from that 
class 0^ persons, to which I have given the uniform answer, that I had no 
authority to make any such contract. Possibly a few of these may have gone 
to the rebel agents, who have few scruples, and incur little responsibility in vio- 
lating the law, and have succeeded, so ikr as that word may be applied, to 
engaging in a course founded in fraud and sustained by all manner of wrong- 
doing. In my opinion, that resource is not worth counting as an item in their 
xesistinff power. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CUARLES FBAXCIS ADAMS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewaeo, 

Stcretary cf State, WaMngtcm, D. C 



Mr* Adams to Mr. Seward, 



Ko. 813.] Lbgatiox op tub Uxitbd States, 

LoMdim^ Kocemher 18, 1864. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the reception of despatches from the department 
numbered 1137, 1138, and 1139, together with two unofficial notes of the 31st 
of October. 

There is do event of public consequence to record thia week, llie first 
cabinet meeting of the aeason was held on Tuesday. It is to be followed by 
others, notwithstanding that the private talk is that little can be found to pre- 
pare for the consideration of Paniament. The usual prorogation haa taken 
place untfl the 13th of January, at which period the day of the actual meeting 
lor the despatch of buainesa will be designated, lliis will probably be put m 
aa late as possible. 

The latest accounu from the United States bring ua down almost to the dose 
of the customary canvass inseparable from the quadUrennial election of President. 
Great interest is felt in tliis country to k^m the result, although the general 
impreasion given by the American correspondents of the hostile press is that 
the government will be austained. Many predictions are, however, hax a rd ed of 
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aoinestic disturbances to ensue in the great ciHcs. I am led to indulge Oa bdief 
that the fact of the existence of iuch an apprehension will be most likely to 
supply the means to dispel the danger. ^ . a » *v 

The country has passed through so ttiany of these critical periods in the 
present struggle without missing iU foothold, that there is reason to hope it will 
now be abl« to march with a firm step to the end of it. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant. ^ 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaru, 

Secretary of iState, Ige^ffC^^ 



Mr. Adami to J^lr. Seward. 



No. 814.1 Legation op the Uxitbd Statbs, 

LojuUm, Nocember 18, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit a copy of a note addressed bv me to I^rd 
Russell on the 10th instant, embracing the substance of your despatch. No. 
1126, of the 17th of October, on the subject of Mr. Lancaster's intervention in 
the action of the Kcarsarge and the Alabama. I presume this to be the close 
of that correspondence. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State, WoihingtoM, D. C. 



Mr. AdamM U Emrl RmsstiL 

Legation ok the United States, 

London, Kovemher 10, 1864. 

Uv Lord: In regard to the note of the 26th of September last, which your 
lordship did me the honor to address me, I now ask permission to make only 
two observations, preliminary to communicating to you the final instructions of 
my government. 

Your lordship is pleased to remark that her Majesty's government consider 
the act of the commander of the Deerhound in interposing to save from drown- 
ing Captain Scmmes and other officers and men of the Alabama as a praise- 
worthy act of humanity ; and further, that any proposal to restore them to tht 
hands of the victors in the struggle after they had reached the limits of this 
kingdom as a refuge, could be viewed only as involving a violation of the dutiet 
of hospitality of which that government would not be guilty. 

I beg leave to recall your lordship's attention to the original allegation m my 
note, which was to the effect that Captain Semmes and his companions, after bang 
saveid from drowning by the intervention of a British subject, did not reach tM 
limits of this kiugdoni as a refugee claiming the right of hospitality, so much 
as in the position of a belligerent determined to make his escape from capture 
or death to a neutral territory useful to himself and his cause by initiating 
further hostile proceedings against his enemy in the very place where he claimed 
hospitality. I have the strongest reasons for believing tnat the time which has 
passed whilst I have had the honor to conduct this correspondence with your 
lordship has been spent by the enemies of the United States, British and native^ 
bom, in fitting out another vessel from this kmgdom to do the same sort of 
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piratical work which the Alahama did until she was sent to the hottom, which 
vessel has sailed from here to an agreed place on the ocean* where the tame sort 
€i equipment and armament which was placed on the Alabama has been placed 
on hoard of her hj another British ressel sent from this kingdom for the 
purpose, and where were transferred Cnptain Semmes and his companions, the 
persons saved by the alleged humanity of Mr. Lancaster, for the ultimate 
object of continuing a war of destruction of life and property against the 
people of the United States. Whether I am correct or not in these statements, 
as yet founded only on information of a private character, time will not be long 
in establishing ; should it prove to be so, your lordi^hip will perhaps pardon me 
if I persist in maintaining the opinion that neither was the act of Mr. Lancaster 
in saving Captain Semmes from capture homane, nor is the act of her Majesty's 
government m protecting him to ht viewed as wholly within the limits of that 
sort of hospitality which it would value in any other nation if practiced towards 
the people of Great Britain. 

Your lordship is pleased further to observe towards the close of your note 
that her Majesty's government have been far more successful in preventing 
breaches of neutrality with regard to the fitting out of cruisers in this war, than 
the goveniment of the United States were in preventing the fitting out of ships 
to aid the South American republics in their revolt against Spain. 

Were it expedient at this late day to enter upon an examination of the relative 
merit of the two governments in the two very widely different stages of their 
condition in acquitting themselves of their obligations of neutrality under circum- 
stances of di£Sculty, I am not aware that any result which might be arriv^ at 
would have an effect in materially varying the views that should be taken of the 
shortcomings of either. Very fortunately, I am saved the necessity of further 
discussion of it by- pointing out to your lordship a circumstance which seems 
to have entirely escaped your attention. Whatever may have been the deficien* 
cies of the United States in the instance alluded to, compensation therefor has 
been nuide to Spain, and her full and free release has been given under the 
sanction of her hand to a solemn treaty. Whcnevex her lilnjesty's govern- 
ment shall acknowledge itself prepared to perfect the parallel instance, the 
example may be cited against the United States, but not until then. 

I have now the honor to inform your lordship that, after a careful consideration 
of your note of the 26th of September, my government thinks itself entided 
to adhere to the several positions it has heretofore assamed in regard to the 
painful transaction in question, as these have' been made known through me to 
ner Majesty's government I am further directed to express to you the Presi- 
dent's concern at the failure, thus far, of the efforts that have been made to avert 
a misunderstanding between the two countries upon a point which the American 
people have cause to regard as seriously affecting their national honor and 
dignity. 

Fraying your lordship to accept the assurances of my highest considerationt 
I have the honor to be, my lord, your lordship's most obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 

Bight Hon. Earl Russell* Sfc^ ^ S^e. 



Mr. Jdami to Mr. SewarJL 



No. 815.J LBOAlioif OP THB United States. 

Inrndan, Kovemhcr 18, 1864. 
Sib : During my absence from town my secretary, Mr. Moran, received from 
Mr. Dabney information relating to the fitting out of the Sea King at Teneriffe, 
which he transmitted to yon by the last steamer. Since then Mr. Dudley» the 
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ootisnl at liverpool, baB obUined depoeitioiit from two of die feamwi of tUt 
TesflcL wbo rduaod to enlist under CapUin Seminea, and baa farnwbed ooraea 
to me. I bave conduded. in advance of tbe instrnctioni wbicb I sball donbUMa 
leceiTO, to send copies at once to Lord Bosaell witb a brief notOt merdr 
le-enforane tbe position already takca ia mine of tbe lOtb instant; a copy ct 



wbicb also goes to yoa by Ail • ,. , ^ 

I bave tbe bonor to be* sir, yonr obedient serrant. 

1 nave we -^ j CHAKLES FRANCIS ADAMS- 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SSWASD, 

Secreianf ^ SUUe, ifu, ifc^ ifc 

[BftrWiiie.] 

Mr. Adams to Lord Russell. November 18» 1864. 
Copies of depositiona wiU be sent by Mr. Dudley. 



Mr. AimmM l# Eui RmMwdL 

Lboation op thb ITnitbd 8tatb8» 

LondaMf Novtmher 18, 1864* 
My Lord: I now bave tbe bonor to submit to your consideration a copy of a 
letter iiom tbe consul of tbe United Sutes at livenpool, T. H. Dudl^, esquire^ 
covering tbe depositions of two seamen on board of tbe steamer Sea &ng, wbo 
bave returned to tbat place. It will be seen from tbese tbat tbe statement wbicb 
I bad tbe bonor to make to your lordsbip in my note of tbe lOtb instant* on tbe 
subject of Captain Semmes, b sustained in every particular. 

I pray your lordsbip to accept tbe assurance of tbe biriicst consideratioA 
witb wbicb I bave tbe honor to be, my lord, your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Rigbt Hon. Eakl Russell, ^ ^ 4ie. 



Mr. AiamB to Mr. Sewari. 



No. 816.] Legation op the United States* 

LonJUmt Kovemhtr IS* 1864. 

Sir : In accordance witb tbe desire expressed in your despatch. No. 1116, of 
tbe lOtb of October, I addressed a note to Lord Russell on the ease of Mr. 
Butterfield. A copy of this, and likewise of bis lordship's reply on tbe 14di 
instant, b herewith transmitted. 

I bave tbe honor to be, sir, your obedient servant* 

CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS. 
Hon. William H. Srwaid* 

Secretary ^ SuUtt fgCf 9fe^ igc* 



Mr. AiamBUEmH Jbu$A 

Legation op the United Status* 

Lqmiam^ November 4* 1864. 

My Lord : In regard to tbe note I bad tbe bonor to receive from yon, dated 
tbe 30tb of June last, on tbe sulject of Mr. Butterfidd's course at Key West* 
28 O * 
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in die ease of a person named Edwaid F. Rich, I amdireeted to sabmilto 700? 
eonsideratioii a eopj of a letter .addressed to the Secretai^ of the NaTj by Ad* 
miral Bailey, the oiScer vho made the original complamt, I am farther in* 
stmcted to apprise toot lordship, that whilst there is no desire on the part of 
mj government farther to agitate this matter, this coarse is noc intended to im- 
vlj anj dispositidn to assent to the coudnsion respecting it which appears to 
have Men arriyed at bj her Msjestj's government 

I praj yonr lordship to accept' the assnrances of the highest consideration 
witik whi(^ I have the honor to be, mj lord, jonr obedient serrant, 

CHABL£S FaANClS ADAMS. 

mght Horn. Eabl BcesBLL, ^c ^e^ ^c 



FoRBioN Opficb, Navtmhtr 14, 1864. 

Sib: I haye the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour letter of the 4ih 
instant, in which yon submit for the consideration of her Majesty's gorem* 
m^it a copy of a letter firom Admiral Bdley rdadre to the course pursued by 
Mr. Yice-Consul Butterfidd in the case of a person named Edwara F. Rich. 
Ton are plea^ to sa^ that there is no desire on the part of your ffovemment 
further to agitate this matter, and I beg leave to assure you, in reply, that her 
Majesty's eovemmost have no wish to carry the matter further. 

1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Charles FaA:cci8 AnAns, Esq., 4^., ^ 4^ 



3!&. Adams to Mr. SewarJL 

Ko. 817.J Lbuation op thb United States, 

LandoHf November 18, 1864. 
Sir : I have received from Lord Whamcliffe, the chairman of the British as- 
sociation oiganized to give «d and comfort to the rebel cause, a note, a copy of 
which is transmitted herewith. I append a copy of my reply. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

CHABLES FBANCIS ADAM& 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Seertiarjf ^ Stmie^ 4ic ^ic 4^ 



WoRTLBY Hall, Shbppield, 

November 12, 1864. • 

YoDR Excellency : A basaar has been held in St Georgo's Hall, Liverpool, 
to provide a fund f«ir the relief of southern prisoners of war ; it has produced a 
dear sum of about dei7,000. In preference to any attempt to reach the in- 
tended object by drcuitous means, a committee of Lnglish gentlemen has been 
formed to addr^ you on the subject 

As chairman of this committee, I venture to ask your excellency to request 
the permission of your govi^mment that an accredited aeent may be sent out to 
visit the military prisons within tlie northern States, and minister to the comfort 
of diose for whom this fund is intended, under such supervision as your gov* 
emment may direct 
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Pennit me to state tliat no poliUcal cod ii aimed at hj tbb moTemoit It 
lias received support from many who were opposed to the political action of tho 
south. Nor is it iotended to impute that the confederate prisoners are denied 
such attentions as the ordinanr rules enjoin. But these rules are narrow and 
stem. Winter is at hand, and the clothing which maj satisfj the rules of war 
will not protect the natives of a warm climate from the severe culd of the nordi. 

Sir, the issue of this great contest will not he determined hj individual suf* 
fering, he it greater or lcss» and jou» whose familj name is interwoven with 
American history, cannot view with indiff.-fence the sufferings of American cit- 
izens, whatever their state or their opinions. 

On more than one occasion, aid has been proffered by the people of one coun- 
try to special classes under great ofHictioa in another. May it not t>e permittad 
to us to follow these examples, especially when those we desire to solace an 
beyond the reach of their immediate kinsmen. I trust that these precedenti 
and the voice of humanity may plead with your excellency, and induce yon to 
prefer to the government of the United States the request which I have the 
nonor to submit. 

I am, sir, your obedient, humble servant 

WHAENCLIFFIL 

His Excellency Hon. C. F. Adams, ifc^ ^e^ ifc 



Mr, AdmmsU Lard tfhmrudijk, 

Legation op the United States* 

LamdoHt November 18, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your letter of 
the 12th instant, asking me to submit to the consideration of my government n 
request of certein English gentlemen, made through your lordship, to send out 
3U1 accredited agent to visit the military prisoners held by the United States, and 
afford them such aid, additional to that extended by the ordinaxr rules of war* 
as may be provided by the fund which has been raised here for tne purpose. 

I am very sure that it has never been the desire of my government to treat 
with unnecessary or vindictive seventy any of the misguided individuals, pai^ 
ties in this deplorable rebellion, who have fallen into their hands in the regular 
course of war. I should greatly rejoice were the effects of your sympathy ex- 
tended to the ministering to the mental ailment, not less than the bodily suffer- 
ings of these unfortunate persons, thus contributing to put an end to a struggle 
which otherwise is too likely to be only procrastinated by your labom. 

Be this as it may, I shall be happy to promote any humane endeavors to al* 
leyiate the horrora of this strife, and in that sense shall very cheerfully comply 
with you lordship's desire, so far as to transmit, by the earliest opportunity, to 
my government, a copy of the,application which has been addressed to me. 
, I beg your lordship to receive the assurance of my distinguished considei»> 
tion. 

„ CHARLES FEANCI8 ADAMS. 

LoED Whaenclippe, ^^ ^^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to 1&. AdomM. 
No. 1153.] Department op State, - 

Waskingiom, November 17, 1864. 
SiE : I tansmit herewith a copy of a despatch of the 10th instent, N»>. 93, 
from Mr. D. Thurston, vice-consul general of the United States at Montrod, 
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Canada, and of mj rqdj tliereto, of tbe ISA inttant» No. 6I» idatiTe to fke 
proceedings of tbe Canadian anthoritiea in regard to preTention of hostile exp^ 
ditions fioa tLe Britisli provinces against the Umted States. I fear that alter 
sJlt either throogh deficiency of the laws or error in application of thenit the 
ontrages may be continned, the consequences of whidi I have already snffi* 
dently indicated. 

I am, sir, yoor obedient servant* 

WILUAM H. &EWABD. 
CHAtLBS Fbancis Adams, Esq.* 1^ 1^ lie. 



Jfr. Jimnimi t» Jir. 

No. 95.] Unitbo States CoicsuLATn Obivbsau 

Momtrealp Koveimher 10, I86i. 
Sib : Some days mce the Hon. O. £. Carlier» attorney seneral east, calM 
at the Ottawa Hotd, and left his card for the consol genmf and inysell The 
eonsnl general beine absent, Mr. Cartier expressed the wish that I wonld call 
on him at his residence before he left the city. Accordingly, tbe next day I 
called at his honse, bnt not finding him at home I left my <»rd, with a reqnest 
that he wonld do me the honor to call at tbe eonsnlate previons to his leaving 
ibr Qnebec Satnrdav morning last Mr. Emmons of Detroit called at the 
consulate, and stated that the ob|eet of bis vint was to obtain information in 
reference to tbe raid on St. Albans, the sentiment of the people of Canada, and 
the views which the government of Canada might antertain of its powers to 
render up the prisoners under the law ; or, if the Uw was defective, whether 
the government possessed the right to increase its powers by additional legis> 



He explained to me that he had no official character, bnt that he bad lately 
Tiidted Washington, and bad an interview with the honorable Secretary U, 
State, and although he had received no authority to represent the government 
firom the department, yet the honorable Secretary of State had sympathised 
with bis efforts, and had firedy conversed with hi|n and bis associate, Mr. Barnes, 
<^ Portland, on these subjects, as citizens, and had expressed tbe wish that they 
should visit Montreal on their way home. Mr. Emmons exhibited to me several 
docnmento establishing, as I believe, hb position as a gentleman of position and 
lespectebility in his State, and referred me to pardes m Montreal to whom he 
was well known. 

WhOe I was conversine with Mr. Emmons, Mr. Carti^ and the Hon. Darcy 
McGee, minister of agriculture, came into the consulate. I introduced to tbcan 
Mr. Emmons, and steted to them the object of his visit at Montreal, as 
explained to me, and remarked to Mr. Cartier that I presumed, from his callinr 
on tbe consul general and myself at our hotel, and the expression of bis wish 
that I should visit him at his residence, he desired to confer with me on the 
matter of tbe St. Albans raid. I had ventured to request him to cadi at the 
consulate, as I learned he was to leave for Quebec that evening, and I feared I 
should miss tbe opportunity of having an interview before he left. . 

• ••••••• 

I then informed him that explanations had been made to the Department o< 
State of the immediate aiid earnest action of the authorities of Canada to secure 
the arrest of the raiders, and of the kindness and courtesy with which the 
represenUtions of the consular officers had been received by the government d 
Canada, and of the satisfaction which had been expressed by tbe Secretary ol 
State at tbe promptness and efficiency which the provincial government bad 
manifested in tbib matter. 

♦ ♦'♦ i» « m m m 
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Thej also Invited mj freqaent consnlutioii with tbeir officials in Montreal, 
and in other localities, and desired roe frcelj to communicate with them when- 
ever I had any matter of whkh I thonght it prosper they should be informed. 
Thej expressed their earnest desire to do everjthinr possible under the law, 
and evinced much pleasure that the department had been informed of the steps 
taken in the St Albans raid, and left. 

• • • • • • •• 

This interview with three of the leading members of Lord Monck*s ministry, 
unsolicited on my part, is certainly an evidence of the good iaith of the govern- 
ment of Canada, and its earnest desire effectually to put in force all the require- 
ments of the law» and to maintain all their obligations as a neutral power at 
peace with the United States. I should not have asked an interview of this 
kind, but as Mr. Carticr evidently sought the opportunity of conversing with 
me on the subject of the raid, committed on the territory of the United States, 
I deemed it my duty to talk freely with him, Mr. McGee, and Mr. McDougal 
on the subject, and have the honor to give you the foregoing narrative as a 
resum^ of what was done. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

D. THURSTON, 
UniUd States Vice- Consul GeneraL 
Hon. William H. Skwaid, 

Secretary of StaU, Washington, D. C. 



Mr. f. W. Stumri. U Mr. nurstpu. 

No. 61.] Defartment of Statr, 

Washington^ Kocemher 16,1864. 
Sib : Tour despatch. No. 95, has been received. The spirit manifested by 
the Canadian ministers at the conference to which it relates was just and 
friendly; we hope they may arrest the eviL Tour own proceedings am 
approved. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

FREDERICK W. SEWARD. 

^ r« ^ Jwstant Secretary. 

D. Thurston, Esq., 

United StaUs Vtee-Consul General, Montreal. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Adanu. 

No. 1159.] Dbpartmbnt or Statb, 

Washington, November 21, 1864. 

Sib : We have satisfactory information that the operations of the rebel Price 
against Missouri have failed, and that he has retired southward beyond the line 
where pursuit would be consistent with the strategy of our commanders. 

The brief season of military repose on this side of the Mississippi seems to 
have come to an end. Direct communications with Migor General Sherman 
have ceased. We hear through the rebel newspapen that he is advancing in 
Georgia, and they say that on the 17th instant he was at Jonesbuig. 
Ueniral Gillcn suffered a defeat at the hands of Breckinridge in East Tenn^ 
see, with the loss of fou> hundred killed, wounded, and missing. Hood U 
manoeuvring in Alabama, on the borders of Tennessee river; but the com- 
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manding general in tliat region thinks himself able to maintain his position in 
Tennessee. It is understood that at least one column of the enemj*s force 
which has so long been operating under Early in the Shenandoah vallej has 
been withdrawn to Richmond. We hare good grounds for bdieving that the 
rep<nrt of the death of Major General Canbj, which fills the momrag news- 
papers, is erroneous, as I pra j God it ma j be. 

1 give ^u for your information a copj of a despatch which I addressed, on 
the 11th instant, to Mr. Webb, our minister at Rio, on the subject of the cap- 
ture of the Florida at Bahia. We have not yet received an j communications, 
or indeed any inlbnnation whatever relating to the transaction, from Rao. 

The exigencies of dvil war have at last brought the treasonable cabal at 
Richmond to a serious debate upon propositions for armftig, and, of course, eman* 
cipating a portion of the slave population. Thus it is seen that the so deeplr 
deprecated irrepressible conflict has at last broken out in the vefj seat and 
citadel of slaveiy itsd£ 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

CifAsi.BS FaANCfs Adams, Esq., ^e^ ^c, ^e. 

[Same to other ministers in Europe.] 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Aiawu. 



No. 162.] WASHiNUTdN, Kovemher 29, 1864. 

Sit: The military situation in Shenandoah valley remains unchanged. The 
same is true of the sie^re of Richmond. 

Our information from General Sherman, tbrough rebel channels, is that he 
has advanced in a tinck covering the two great railroads beyond MiUedgeville 
and Macon, thus far encountering no serious opposition. 

It is understood that the rebels in Alabama and Tennessee are dcsirning to 
pursue and harass Sherman. Dispositions have been made by General Thomas 
for such an emereen^. 

The rebel Florida was sunk in Hampton Roads. No communications on the 
sobject of her capture have been received from BraziL 

The honorable Edward Bates has resigned the office of Attomev General 
of the United States. He will be succeeded by the honorable Joseph Holt, of 
Kentucky, 

I gi^e you a copy of a correspondence that has been held between Mr. Joseph 
Parker, of Manchester, England, and this department 

The Asia's mails are being opened, just at the moment when foreign maQ is 
being dosed. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 

Chaslbs Fbancis Adams, Esq., fv., ^c 4e. 



Mr. Fmrker U Mr. 

WA&niifOTON, D. C Navtmler 26, 1864. 
HoifOBABLS Sib: I beg to inform you that I have been deputed to convey 
to ihisconntry an address from the people of Great Britain and Irdand to the 
people of the United Sutes of America. Thh address was presented to Gov- 
ernor Seymour for him to present through Uie proper channel. I was requested 
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by bim to conyej it to the President of tbe United States, as ibe authorised 
channel of commonieation between the people of other nations and the people 
of the United States of America. May I, therefore* ask the honor of an <^ 
portnnity for so doinrt 

I am, huDorabie sir, yours* most obedtendy* 

JOSEPH PABKEB. 
Hon. William H. Sbwasd, 

Sdcretary afSlaUt igc^^^ 4^ 



Jfr. a^iMnl !• Jfr. Parftcr. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb* 

WfuKiMgUm^ November 20* 1864. 

Sir: Tour letter of this date, stating that yon are the bearer of an address 
from the people of Oreat Britain and Ireland to the people of the United States* 
has been received. Before answering the question which yonr letter contains* 
it is desirable to be farther informed whether you have anthority from the gOT- 
emmcnt of Great Britain and Ireland for the pnrpoee referred to, and whether 
yonr mission has been made known to the diplomatic agent of that goYemment 
accredited to the government of the United States. 
I am, sir, yonr very obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Joseph Parkbr, Esq.* WoMhingtam^ D. C 



Mr. Fmrker l# Mr. Snpmri, 

Hetropoutan Hotel* • 
WaehtngtoM, D. C. November 26* 1864. 
Honorable Sir : In reply to yonr letter of to-day, permit me to state that 
the address which I have had the honor of being deputed by the parties signhug 
it to bring to this country, and containing the signatures of some three hnndrei 
and fifty thousand of my countrymen — ^from the peer to the artisan — is not horn 
the government of Great Britain nor from any political party. It is simp^ 
an expression of the earnest desire of the masses of the people of Great Britaia 
to see peace ag:iin restored to this continent. 

Waiting your favor* I am, honorable sir* yours* most obediendy* 

JOSEPH PA 
Hon, WiLUAM H. Seward* 

SecreUry^ State, ^c^^^e. 



Mr. S^wrdte Mr. Fmrker. 

Department op State, 

WiaekingUm, November 2^ 1864. 
Sir : The government of the United States cannot racdve the address whkh 
was mentioned in your notes of this morning. Yonr request finr sin interview 
with the President to present the address is theref<»e deeUaed. 
I am* sir* your obedient servant* 

WmJAM H. 8E WABD. 
Joseph Parker* Esq., MeiropolUanHotd. 
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Mr. Bernard U iSr. AiUmM. 

No. 1164.] Drpabtmbsit op Statb, 

WatHdrngUmi Ncmtimhtr 29, 1864. 

Sit :Tnie endoeel copy of a c4»iimimicatioiw of the 25th instant* firon tbe 
War Department, k tranamitted to you with a liew to a proper representation 
beioe addresaed bj yon to Ead Bossdl in regard to the subject to which it 
chieflT relates, naradr, ^ enstence and movements of an organized body of 
enemieo of the United States at Marysbmg, in Prince Edward's county, CaradiL 
I am, sir, yov obe^ent servant, 

WIIXIAM H. SEWABD. 
Charlbs FsAicos Adams, Esq^ ^ffe.^9fc 



Mtt» xAbm w Art. Stw&^mm 

WaB DBPABTMBirr, 

W^MmgUm City, Kinftmher 25, 1864. 

Sib: The Secretary of War directs me to transmit f<ir your infbrmatioB the 
endosedcopy of aktter from Major Grencral Dix relative to the disturbed < 
. ditionof the northern frontiers. 

I have the honor to be, nr, your obedi^iit servant, 

0. A. DANA, 
AuUUmt Secretary ^ War, 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewabu, 

Secretary ^SiaU^ie^^c^ie. 



Jkfm Gmmmi Da m Mr. 

Hbadquabtbbs Dbpabtmbnt op thb East, 

New York City, Novemher 22, 1864. 
SiB: I have Ae foDowing reliable informadon: There are about forty rebels 
in Maiysburg, Prince Edward's county, Canada, on the north side of Liike On- 
tario, and northwest of Oswego. They drill regularly about three times a week, 
and are armed with revolvera. They board with the farmers in the ne^hbor- 
hood, seem to have plenty of mone^, and say they bebng to John Mor^^'a 
corps. These ornnizations for hostile purposes, on Canadian soil, are so plainly 
in violation of all the oUi^^aUons of neutrality, that I cannot doubt the willmg- 
■ess of the Canadian authorities to put an end to them on proper notiee. 

There are some indicaUons of retaliation on the part of our citixens along the 
frontier, on account of the outrages on tbe Detroit river and at St Albans ; and 
I think the publication of my report in regard to the former would have a salu- 
tary influence on both ndes of the line. 

• I am, vay respectfiilly, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. DIX, 
Majifr Generai, New York. 
Hon. E. IL STAirroif ; 

Secretary ef War, ^^^c. 
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Mr. Semmrd f# JUr. AJUmM. 



No. 1165.1 Dbfaetmbxt of State, 

Waskingtam, Nooemlber 30. 1864. 

Sir : I endose berewidi a copy of the correspondence wbich Iim Uken plaee 
between Mr. Allen, United States consnl at Bermuda, and the authoritiei e( 
those islands, rdative to the capture of the steamer Roanoke by the insnx]g;enta. 
You are instructed to make known to her BriUnnic Majesty's government the 
facts therein mentioned, and to protest agaiu«t the proceedings at Bermuda in 
enlisting the men and discharging the accused parties; the protest to apply 
particularly to Braine, who was concerned in the afiEair of the Chetapeaket and 
whose delivery was refused. 

I am, sir, your obedieni servant, 

^ WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Charles Francis Adams» Esq., ifc^^ffc 



Jfir. AOm U Mr. B^wmi. 

No. 142.] Consulate op the United-States of America, 

Bermuda, October 28, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of all the correspondence 
between myself and the authorities of these islands in relation to the Roanoke 
affair, numbered from one to five, with copies of the enclosures they conUnnel 
annexed. It will, I trust, be obvious from this correspondence that all I could 
do under the circumstances was done to brins these men to justice. 

The real facts of the case, though no doubt known from tiie first to many ia 
this town, were studiously conceded from me ; and even after the arrest was 
made, no official intimation was -convfycd to me of the nature of the charge on 
which they had be^oi arrested, nor was I requested to attend the examination. 
I was thus left to get at the matter as best 1 could, and under many disadvaa- 
tages. It is, however, equally obvious that had I been in full ^session of all 
the facts, from the first, and been able to make my application at an earlier 
stagQ of the proceedings, or to make any other kind or form of anplication, the 
result must have been precisely the same, as the decision came to by the author- 
ities here was based, not on any deficiency or error in the steps taken by ms^ 
but simply on the isolated ground that the acts proved did not, m the oj^nion e( 
the law officer of the crown, amount to enough to establish the charge madcb 
and consequently could not come within the provisions of the treaty of Augnsl 
9, 1842. 

This is evident from the bet that die accused were liberated, not on a dedskm 
of the magistrates, but on the withdrawal of the complaint by the attonicj 
genersL 

I am, sir, your obedient tervanl. 

C. M. ALLEN, Ommd. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewaed, 

Secretary ef SiaUf SfC., ^ ^e. 



Mr.MmU Mr.BkwJtg. 

Ko« 1.] Consulate op the Unitcd States op Amebica, * 

Bermuda^ October 6, 1864. 

Sie: I have the h<mor to endoee herewith the affidavit of one Soibert 
Devine. 
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Beliering the fiieU therein set forth to be la eoatrmTeDdoii of the forei^ ca- 
fistment «ct» I would respeetfnll j request jour exedlener to take such tmno- 
dnite action as to prerent all persons bdn|^ enlisted in these islands for sock 
helligereiit purposes. 

I l&ave the honor to be» sir» jonr ohedient* hnmble senrant, 

CM. ALLEN, 

United Siuiet Com$mL 
Hlff £xeellenc7 W. O. Hamlet, 

JLieuL Governqn Gnmmander-in'Ckief, ^c^ Benmudm. 



[Ettc1o#ed with Ho 1.] 
AfidavU ff RobeH Deoime. 

I herehjr deelsie that I have this day been shipped hj and before Ur. Block* 
to join some confederate ressd now in the offing* to proceed to Wilminston. I 
signed articles, but die nakne of the ressd was not filled in. Some eightj or 
ninetj odier persons have also shipped for the same vesseL I was told bj Ur. 
Black that he wanted no man who conld not fight, or who was afraid of gnn- 
powder» as thej woidd have to fight their way to Wilmington* 

• BOBEBT DEVINB. 

Ddhrered before me tlus 6th October, 1864. 

W. 0. J. HYLAND. X P. 



[Bcpl7 to Ko. L] 
Mr. HrnwUeg U Mr. Attm. 

Mount Lanqton, October 6, 1864. 
Sir : In reference to the letter and enclosure which yon placed in my hands 
this afternoon, I beg to inform yon that, after giving the matter all the consider- 
ation of which the time has admitted, I do not find sufficient evidence of any 
fiact on which I can exercise ezecntive authority or interposition, although there 
18 enough to excite that vigilance which I will take care to exerdse witn regard 
to it. 

As I cannot, in a case like this, act without convincing written tesdmony, 
and as I must, of course, rely principally on your acdvity to obtain the required 
evidence, I must request you to furnish me, in writing, with as esfly and autnentie 
informadon on this point as you can possibly obtain* 

Although I thus claim your energedc assistance, be assured of mv using 
every means in my own power to prevent a breach of the foreign enlistment 
act, or of the neutrality prescribed by herHijesty*s government. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

W. H. HAMLET, 
Lieutenant Governor and Command e r-in-Ckitf. 
0. U. Allbn , Esq^ 

Conndjbrtke United Statoi of America, BL Georges. 



■-'*^- "- ■^- -' - ir f 
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Mr. MUu l# Mr. BmaUg. 



No. 2. U.NITBD StATBS GoifSULATB, 

Bermuda^ October 7,1864. 

Sis : I have the honor to acknowlcd^ the receipt of year exeelleneT't letter* 
dated the 6th instant, in which yon inform roe that yon do not consider the 
evidence I produced sufficient to enable yon to ezerdse execntive aathority. 

I labor under the disadvantage of not having access to any copy of the for- 
eign enlistment act, and to some extent, therefore, write under obscurity; but if 
the fact of one or more confederate war- vessels being in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of these islands; of one or both making a nightly visit to Five Fathom HolOt 
and being there visited by the person acting as confederate agent; of coals and 
other supplies being sent out there to them by a well -kno wit firm in this town; 
of men being enlisted for them by the so-called confederate agent, and, wlM*a 
reported as communicatinr with myself, biding stripped in the presence of that 
ajp^ent, by his direction, and being searched for a protection or some other papers-* 
if these circumstances, or any of them, notorions now in the town, constitute a 
breach of the act in Question, I have to submit that such a breach has been 
palpably made. I shall persevere in my endeavors to obtmn such further evi* 
deuce as may enable your excellency to feel yourself justified in t iking action ; 
but I need hardly point out that, situated as I am here, with the general policy 
of the community adverse to the cause I have the honor to represent in these 
islands, every difficulty will be thrown in the way of my obtaining it, and I caa 
hardly hope fur an v but circumstantial evidence. 

I have the nonor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

C. M. ALLEN. 

Vniud State$ Comnd. 

His Excellency W. G. Hamlbv, 

Lieut. Gov, and Commander in- Chief, ifCf Mount hangtom. 



Mr. AOtm U Mr. HmmUjf. 

No. 3.] CoNSULATB OP TUB Unitbd Statbs OP Ambrica, 

Bermuda, October 8, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to enclose herewith evidence, which in my opinion ia 
conclusive, to the extent of showing that an act of piracy has been committed 
on board an Amerioan Vessel now in the immediate vicinity of these islands. 
Should your excellency deem the evidence enclosed sufficient to enable yon to 
take action in the matter, I beg to request that the steamship in question may 
be brought into port here at the earliest possible opportunity, and a proper ex* 
amination instituted. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant. 

0. M. ALLEN. 

Vnited States CotuuL 
His Excellency W. G. Hamlbt, 

Lieut. Governor and Commander-in-Cki^, ^.. Bermuda. 

[EnckMura with No. 3.] 

BEBMUDA. ALIAS 80X1EE8* ISLAKDfl. 

By Wm. Christopher John Hyland, a notair 
[u a.] W. C. J. Hvlakd, public, in and for the islands of Bermuda, and all 
AVi«ff rMie. other her Majesty's foreign dominions and terri- 
tories, duly commissioned and sworn. 
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Know TCt that on the ixj of the djite faereof, penoDaUj appeared bdbio me 
£dward Dingle NicboU, liOe chief officer of the steamship Boanoke, of the 
cit7 of New York, in the United Sutet of America, and Frank Edward Haw- 
\tj^ hite pnrBer of said ship, who on oath say, that on the 29th of September 
last thej left the city of Havana, in Caba, laden with an assorted cargo, and abovt 
fbrtj passengers ; that on the same day of the month, when they had been at 
sea about ^^^ hours, a man named Braiiie, aKas Johnson, lately implicated in 
the seizure of the steamship Chesapeske, of New York, assisted activelr by 
about nine other persons, violently and by force of arms, when Captain Drew 
and most of the other officers were asleep in their staterooms, seised the steam- 
ship Roanoke, and placed the said Captain A. Drew, with the whole of the 
ship's company, (the firemen excepted,) in irons; that while so engaged they 
killed the carpenter of said steamship, by shooting, and also wounded the thirl 
engineer; that they then proceeded and made the island of Bermuda on the 4th 
day of October, instant, and took a pilot-boat on the evening of that day ; that 
they proceeded to the east end of these islands and anchored in or near to Fire 
Fadiom Hple, about eieht post meridian of that day, and there remained until 
about half past 3 o'clock of the following morning; that at about 9 o'clock, just 
after anchoring, the said Braine left the ship in the pilot-boat and proce^led 
on shore, in the direction of the town of St. George : that at about 3 o'clock oa 
the foDowine morning the said Braine again returned to the said steamship^ 
accompanii;d by four or ^^^ other persons from the shore ; that they soon after 
weighed anchor and proceeded seaward ; that on the night of the 5th instant 
the vessel was again brought and anchored in Five Fathom Hole, or its Ticinity ; 
that at about 1] o'clock on the same night, five or six persons again came on 
board from the shore; that one of the said parties was recognised by a passes- 
gar, B. B. Blydenbau^ as Joseph Johnson, a merchant of the town of St. 
George; that they heard one of these parties, whom they have eveiy reason to 
believe is named Black, tell the present purser of the said ship, one Jashoop, 
that the brig would not be out with coals and provisions until the following 
day ; that they shortly left the ship, and she agun proceeded seaward, but 
again returned towards \h» land as night closed in ; that at about 8 o'clock p. 
m. of the 6th of October they made a brig with a light at her foremast head* 
and they spoke her about eight or ten miles from the land off the light-house, 
and she was ordered to heave to until daylight ; that a boat was sent on board 
of her from the said steamship, and she returned soon after with sundry provi- 
sbns ; that on that night and following morning about forty men were sent on 
board the steamer from the said brig, and which proved to be the Village 6irl» 
of Whitehaven ; that all day of the 7th October was emploved transporting 
coals and provisions on board the said steamship from the said brig Village Girl ; 
that the said Braine and other officers informed them on that day that a brig 
with a black ball in her fore-topsail would come and take off the passengers of the 
Boanoke, and proceed to Halifax with them; that they kept a look-out all that 
day, expecting said brig to appear; that at about 5 or 6 o'clock of the same 
evening a sail was made to the westward, when they stopped coaling, and im- 
mediately made for it; on getting near her they baited her, and ordeied her to 
heave to, and at the same time asked her name, uid if she had a black ball in her 
fore-topsaiL On finding it was not the vessel expected, the brig was told to pro- 
ceed on her voyaee, and Ute sdd steamship again returned to the Village Girl 
and took in ^rmr coal'; that on or about 8 o'clock p. m. of that day they 
made another vessel, upon which they bore down to her ; she also had a ligUt 
at her foremast head; that at about 10 o'clock p. m. of same night thev com- 
menced putting the baggage of the passengers on board the said mg, and at 11 
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o'clock tbe Mme nigbt tbo passengen and all of the erew of said fiteaxnsbipt 
with the exception of three who were In irons, were placed on board the said 
brig, which proved to be the Danii^h brig Mathilde, with a black painted ball 
in her fore-topsail ; and at abont 4 o'cU^k a. m. of the 8th October the brig 
proceeded eastwaid, and at 7 o'clock p. m. of the same daj thej anchoted in 
or near the Five Fathom Hole ; thej further saj, that the said steamship had 
not over ten tons of coal on board on the erening of this daj. 

And these said appearcrs, npon their oaths aforesaid, do further declare that» 
during the said voyage, thej, together with others of the said ship's company, 
did all they could to preserve the said steamship from seisnre. 

WhereKire the said Edward Dingle Nichols and Frank Edward Hawley 
have protested, and I, the notaiy aforesaid, at their special instance and request* 
do puolicly and solemnly protest against all and every person whom it doth or 
may concern, and especially agninst the seizure of the said steamship Roauokeb 
by the aforesaid Braine and others, and against all losses, damages, costs, chargest 
and expenses which have occurred, or may bereafkr occur, by reason of the 
foregoing premises. 

Thus done and protested in the town of 8t George, the 8th of October, 1864. 

In testimony whereof, these appearers have subi^cnbed their names, and I, 
the notary aforesaid, have hereunto affixed my notarial seal 

E. D. NICHOLS. 

F. E. HAWLET. 



Mr. AUem U Mr. H^mmi. 
No. 4.] CONSULATB OF THB U. 8. OP AmBBICA, 

Bermuda, October 10, 1864. 
Sir : I herewith enclose an affi.lavit having reference to certain acts of piracy 
and murder committed by persons now in the town of St George, Bermuda, 
and have respectfully to request the course of proceeding authorised by ar- 
ticle 10 of the treaty of August 9, 1862, between the government I have the 
honor to represent and her ^lajesty's government, may be at once adopted. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. M. ALLEN; 

™ «r . . . , ^ ^««^^ ^^^^ Omni. 

The Worshipful W. C. J. Hylan D, 

Police Magutrate, Bermuda. 



[Endotore with No. 4.] 

Jj^^LtU ^ Mr. AUm. 

I, Charies M. Allen, consul to the United States of America for Bermuda, 

do solemnly and truly swear that I have good reason to believe, and do believe, 

that an act or acts of piracy and murder has or have been committed on board 

the United Stales sUam vessel Roanoke, at sea, on or about the 29th day of 

September last, by one Braine, aiias Johnson, assisted by one Dr. Pair. 

alias Anderson, and several other persons to this deponent unknown, and thai 
the said persons have sought an asylum in the town <tf St. George, in Bermndat 
aforesai d . 

G. IL ALLEN. 
Sworn to before me thia lOth daj of October, 1864. 

JAMES H. THIES, Jfsyar. 



366 DIPLOMATIC CORRE8POKDEKCB. 

Mr. Mm l# Mtr. Hmml^ 

No. 5.1 Consulate op thb U. S. op Amkuca, 

Benmmim. OcUbtr 12, 1864. 

Sit: On the lOth itutant I made a request to W. C. J. Hjkiid, req^ poliee 
mamtrate of the town of St Geoi^ that certain persons connected witn and 
implicate in what I believed tQ be an act of piracy committed on board the 
United States steamer, Jloanoke, of New York, said persons then being in 
the town of St Geoi^ges within the jnriBdiction of the said magistrate, be aiw 
rested, and dealt with in accordance with the 10th section of the treaty made 
August 9, 1842, between her Mnjestj's eovemment and the. government of the 
United States of America. With the said request I enclosed an affidavit setting 
forth the bdief that such an act had been committed bj the parties therein 
named. 

I b^ to inform your excellency that I am not aware any action has yet been 
taken upon the matter, and that the parties alluded to are now at large within 
the jurisdiction of the said magistrate. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

C* M.«AUL£Nt 

Umited Staia Cam$mL 
His Excdiency W. G. Uamlbt, 
\ LittU. Governor f and Commander-im^Cki^f ifc^ Benmmdm. 

[Reply to Ko. &] 
Mr. HmmU9t0Mr. C. Jf. JOtm. 
I Mount LaKOTOif, Octoier 16, 1864. 

I Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoor letter of the 12th 

[ instant, in which you inform me that you had requested llr. Hyland, the police 

[! magistrate in St George, to cause to be arrested certain persons connected 

[ with an implication in what you believe to be an act of fnracy, and that these 

[ persons should be dealt with according to the 10th section of the treaty, made 

August 9, 1842, between her Majesty's government and the eovemment of the 
^; United States of America; in which von al^ inform me Uiat with your re- 

I quest to Mr. Hyland you had enclosed an affidavit setting fiMth your bdief of 

• tne matters stated, and in which you conclude by saying that yon axe not 

: aware that any action has yet been taken in the matter, and that the suspected 

^ persons axe sml at large. 

Having referred to the attorney general your letter, and one from Mr. Ht- 

y land, of. the same date, on the same subject covering yonr letter to him of the 

I 10th, with the accompanying affidavit I am advised that the course adopted 

by you is not such as would warrant me in taking any proceedings under the 

treaty referred to. 

It may, however, afford you some satisfac ion to be informed that an in- 
vestigation has been held by two magistrates, (of which you are probably not 
altogether ignorant) the effect of which has been to show that even if yon had, 
in every respect complied with the requisites to an effectual application, and if 
I had, after the recent decision in England on a similar question, felt justified 
in issuing my warrant to the magistrates, the result must have bc«n, after, per- 
haps, a more protracted inquiry, the liberation of the persons charged by you 
wiUi phraqr. 

These persons were, after a hearing, and the production of a commission from 
the Confederate States authorities, dismissed on the 12th instant ^b it was made 
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dearlj to appear diat* whaterer opinioii might be entertmed of tbe proprietf 
of their coDMct* the commissioii and instmctioiis rdiered them from personal 
reepooeibiHtj to neutral nationi. 

I h«ye the honor to be» sir, joor obedient ■errant, 

W. a HAMLET. 
lAeutemant Gottmor and C wwmaa J<r«Mi»QU{^« 
C. M. Allbiv, Esq. 

Omnd^iAe U. S. o/Ameriea, Si. Gt^rgt. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Adamt. 



No. 1173.] Departmrnt op Stati, 

Waikingtom. December 5, 1864. 

SiB 2 I hare receired your despatch of the 18th of Norember, (No. 817,) 
together with the papers therein mentioned, namely, a copy of a letter whidi 
was addressed to you on the 12th of November last by Lord Whamdiffe, maA 
a copy of your answer to that letter. 

Your proceeding in the matter is approved. Ton will now inform Lord 
Whamcliffe that permission for an agent of the committee desciibed by him to 
visit the insurgents deUiued in the military prisons of the United Sutes and to 
distribute among them seventeen thousand pounds of British eold is ditfallowed. 
Here it is expected that your correspondence with Lord WharnclifTe will end. 

That correspondence will necessarily become public On reading it the 
American people wUl be well aware that whOe the United Sutes have ample 



Mr. Seward U Mr. AdamB. ^ 

No. 1171.1 Depaitmbnt of Statb, \ 

Wa^ingUm, Decemher 3, 1864. v 

Sib: Information has reached this department from William H. Dabney* ^- 

e«q., the consul of the Unitc4 Sutes at Teneriffe, to the effect that the British t! 

steamer Laurd, reported to have sailed from Liverpool with the pirate Semmea \^ . 

and one hundred picked men. met by appointment the Eng^idh steamer Sea f-' 
King f which left London on the 7th of October last for Bombay) at the Desertaa , ^- 

of Maaeira, and there transferred to the Sea King Semmesand crew, armament^ *1 

munitions, and stores, and received from the Sea King Captain Gorbett and :* 
crew, who brought her to the Desertas, and who, on the 22i of the same month, 

were landed at Teneriffe for passage home. j i 

Thus it would seem that the notorious commander of the Alabama has again .j 

obtained command of a British-built vessel, which has been supplied by another | 

British vessel with men, arms, and munitions, carried out from a British port» J 

and is n6w at large on the high seas for the purpose of committing depredations -^ 

upon the commerce of the United States. i 

I will thank you to bring the case under the attention of Earl Russell, pio* 

testing against any such arrangement as that above indicated, and informing his , j 

lordship that, if it is correctly stated, this government considers that her Ma- || 
jefty's government may be held justly rei^ponsible for any losses accruing to 

citizens of the United States through the depredations of the Sea King. i) 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, ?• 

WILLLIM H. SEWABD. 1. 

Cuaslks Francis Adams, Esq., ^ 4iv., 4e. :| 
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means for the enppoit of prisonen. as wdl as for ererj oAer ezigeonr of die 
war ia wbich tbej are engaged* tlie insnrgents, wbo liave blindlj mshed into 
tbat eondhkm, are sn&ring no priTaUons that appeal for relief to charity either 
aft home or abroad. 

The American people will he likelj also to reflect that the snm thos insidi- 
onsl J tendered m the name of homanitj constitutes no lam portion of the profits 
which its eontribators may be jostlj supposed to hare derived from the insnr* 
gents bj exchanging with them arms and monitions of war for the coretcd pro- 
dnctions of immoral and enervating slave-labor. Nor will anj portion of the 
American people be disposed to regard the snm thos ostentatiouslj offered for 
the relief of cantnred insurgents as a too generous equivalent for the devasta- 
tion and desolaJUon which a civil war, promoted and protracted bj British sub- 
jects, has spread throughout States which before were eminendy prosperoos and 

jmalljy in view of this last officious intervention in our domestic afiDiirs* the 
American people can hardl J fail to recall the warning of the Father of our Coxuk* 
try, directed against two ^reat and intimately connected public daugers, namely, 
sectional &ction and foreign intrigue. I do not think that the insurgents have 
become debased, althonsh they have sadly wandered firom the ways of loyaltr 
and patriotism. I think that, in common with all our countrymen, they will 
rejoice in being saved by their considerate and loyal government from the grave 
insult which Lord Wliaracliffe and hb associates, in their sed for the over- 
throw of the United States, have prepared for the victims of this unnecessary, 
nnnatmal, and hopeless rebdlion* 

1 am, sir, yoor obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Charlbs FRA^xl8 Adams, Esq., ^le., ^e^ ^c 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Adam$. 



Ko. 1174.] Drpastmbnt of Statk, 

WasAingUm, Dectmler 5, 1864. 
Sib : Your despatch of the 18th of November, No. 813, has been received. 
It presents the reflections which occurred to you while awaiting the unknown 
result of the late national election. These reflections are wise and just. The 
government did not b^n the war, but wdted after it was begun for a dear and 
unmistakable position of self-defence. Moreover, the government, in deferenee 
to the Constitution, declined to give to thb defenrive war the character of an 
aggrecsive one for the removal of slavery, although it well knew that slavery 
was the real cause of the rebellion. The j^ovemment, pursuing this policy, has 
constantly made the maintenance of the Lnion the nriacipal object of its miB- 
tary operations. Nevertheless, the course of events has been such as to justify 
the assumption that, in point of fact, the war is a principal force in a popular 
revolution asainst African slavery. At the beginning of the contest the people, 
even in the IovbI States, were by no means united, much less were tiiey unani- 
mous in rewding that political revolution as necessary, wise, or lawful. Hith- 
erto, thererore, our principal danger was that of counter-revolution,' to be prose- 
cuted in the interest of slavery as a recognised constituent of our national system. 
A counter-revolution was plotted, and preparations to some extent were secredy 
made to put it in execution. We have not only discovered the conspirators, 
but we have also seised arms and munitions which they have gathered. The 
late election brought the plot to the knowledge of the people, and their dedsion 
has renAnred its execution impossible. Without tlM aid of counter-revolution 
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tie rebellioii must &iL We may therefore eoncIa3e tbat tlie eoantiT lias tafelj 
passed the taming-point in the rerolutioiuuy movement aeainat slareiy, and 
that henceforth we snail see the Union rapid!/ recovering its moral strength 
and vigor, 

I am, sir, yonr ohedient servant^ 

WILLUM H. SEWABD. 
Chailbs FtANns Anxjis, Esq^ ^ ^ ^&. 



Jfr. Seward to Mr. Aimwu. 



No. 1177.] ^ Department op Statb» 

Washington, December 5, 1864. 
Sii : Tonr despatch of the 18th nltimo. No. 814, has been received. It is 
accompanied by a copy of your note of the lOth of that monUi to Earl Bnssellt 
on the subject of the conduct of the commander of the Deerhonnd in rescning 
and beariug off the commander and a portion of the crew of the AUKamm, after 
that vessel was sunk by the Kearsarge, which note is approved. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Charles Francis Adams, Esq^ \e^ tge^ ffe. 



Mr. Setoard to Mr. Adanu. 



No. 1178.] Drpartmrnt op Statb, 

Woikington, December 5, 1864. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 18th nltimo» 
No. 815, in relation to the fitting out of the Sea King, and transmitting a copy 
of your note of the 18th of that month to Earl Russell upon the subject, and its 
bearing upon the intervention of the Deerhonnd. 

I am happy to observe that yon have well anticipated and ezecnted my in- 
structions on the subject 

I am, sir, your obedient servant* 

WILLLAM H. SEWARD. 
Charles Franhs Adams, Esq., ^ 4^., ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Adamo. 

No. 1180.] Department op Statb, 

Waihington, December 5, 1864. 
Sir : Lord Lyons, suffering much from neuralgia, goes home on a leave of 
absence. I am desirous that Earl Russell shall understand how deeply this in- 
cident is regretted by this government, and how desirous we are for Lord Lyons's 
recovery and return to our countnr. I give you a copy of my note to him in 
reply to his letter informing me of his purpose. 
I am, sir, yonr obedient servant* 

' ^^ , ^ WILLL/LM H. SEWARD. 

Charle6 Francis Adams, Esq., ^c, tge.t fge. 



370 DIPLOMATIC COBBESPOKDEHCS 



Ifr. Semmrd f# L«r< L§tmt 

Dbpabthkiit op Statb, 
WdshmgUmt Stmda^ mamingf Dtcemher 4» 1864. 
My Dbas Lord Lyons : I agree with 70a that it is best that you go awaY lor 
a time — J, hope not a long one. And Yet I feel that 1117 eares and diffieolties 
win be serioiisly increased b7 70iir withdrawaL 

I shall be happ7 to see 70a to-morrow at twelve o'dock* and I will then at- 
tend 7on to the JSzeentive mansion, where the President will leedre 70U9 1 am 
•ore, with sincere kindness and 87mpath7. 
Very trQl7 yonr fiiend. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Sq;fat Hon. Loan Lyoii8» \en 9fc^ ^e. 



Mr. Stwari U Mr. Adamt. 



Ko. 1182.] Dbfaitmbnt op Statb* 

WasAingfam, December 5, 1864. 

Sib: The nnlitary situation is ezdting mnch interest. Major General Thomas* 
upon whom the conduct of operations in Tennessee has devolYod by the depart- 
nre of Major General Sherman, has been, during the last week, withdrawing 
his forces from adYanoed points of obserYation to the lines of NashYille, writes 
that on the 30th day of NoYcmb^ the enemy attacked Major Greneral Schofield 
at Franklin, and was repulsed with a loss to the enemy Yariously stated at thirty 
to for^ flAgs, Bnd four to fiYC thousand men. After thus defeating the enemy 
General Sdiofield retired without serious molestation to the defensiYO position 
towards which he was marching when the interruption occurred. On the dd in- 
stant there was skimushing on the Cumberland riYcr below NashYille, at first 
with adYantages to the enemy, but in the end the adYanitages reversed* 

We gl^ from the meagre reports of the insurgent press that Maior General 
Sherman is advancing, as yet practically unresisted, towards the Atlantic coast. 
The most definite account is that he was on the 30th ultimo at or on the borders 
of Milleut on the Southern or Geosgia Central railroad. 

AiGurs are unchanged in front or Richmond. It is understood that Early is 
at last sending troops up the valley to re-enforce Lee. 

Congress assembles to-day. The message will be communicated to-morrow. 

• • • • •• • •. • 

I am, sir, your obedient servanty 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Chablbs Fbancis Adams, Esq., 4^ |^ tgc 



Ill ■ I I .hi 
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APPENDIX. 



Mr. F. W. Saoari <# Mr. Aimmt. 

No. 794.] Dbpaetmbnt op Statb, 

WoikingUm, Diccmher 27, 1863. 
Sit : Referring to instraetton No. 791, of the 26t1i instjuit, I eadoto a eopjof 
a despatch of the 12th instant. No. 70, from the contal at Cork* in regard to the 
alleged yiolation of the foreign enlistment act of Great Britain in the ease of the 
Kearsarge, and which was received suhseqnent to the writing of No. 79L 
1 am, sir, joor obedient senrant* 

P. T7. SEWARD. 

Acting SeereUtry. 

CflARLRS FftANCIS ADAM^y Eisf. 



No.^70.] UxiTBD States Consulatb, 

Queemtown, Cork, Deeetmber 12, 1863. 

Sit : I have the bonor to inform jon that on the 7th instant the United 
States steamer Kearsarge called off this harbor and sent ashore sixteen men in a 
pilot-boat, with a note to me. I returned on l>oard the Kearsarge in the pilot* 
boat, saw the captain, and from him I obtained a statement, a copj of which I 
enclose. These men, it seems, stowed themselves awaj on board the Kearsarge, 
whilelin this port, in hopes to be shipped when at sea, instead of which Uie 
captain took them to Brest, sent them ashore, and then retook them on board 
and enlisted them in the service of the United States for the term of three 
years, as I understand. 

It seems then he feared he had done wrong, and, afraid of trouble, when he 
got up steam, came across here, and put these men ashore, with tcareelj anj 
explanations. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servmnt, 

EDWIN Q. EASTMAN. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 



I certify that the United States steamer Kearsarge arrived in Qneenstown on 
the night oithe 2d of November, 1863, and that on the following day I lefk the 
ship for Cork. On my return to Queenstown, accompanied by the Ameriean 
consul, I called unon the admiral in command, and in course of eonvenation 
reference was made to a paragraph in the papers that the Kearsai^e had coma 
in for the purpose of enlisting men, when 1 informed the admiral that I had re- 
ceived notice from the executive officer of the Kearsarge that many persona 
had applied to be shipped, and in response I had directed htm to notify aU pef^ 
sons that no enlistments would be made, and instructions were given in aec^ 
anoe. On the night of the 5th of November, 1863, whfle blowing heavy, with 
thick rainy weather, the Kearsarge went to sea. On the following day report 
was made to me that several men had been discovered on board, and Inves^a- 
tion showed that they had concealed themselves in the ship daring the^£k 
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and rainy weaiber ef the daj or nigfat prerioiis, and, dtfgviMJI in diit waj, pr^ 
ceeded in the ship, hopb^ to be enlisted in the •errice of the United States 
after she eot to lea. The Keamrge was on important dvtj, watching the 
Florida at J^rest. and it was therefore imprsedcaUe to retnm the g>cn to Qmcm 
town immediatelj. I directed the men to be held at Brest, in apprehei^on, if 
thej were tomed ashore, they would join the Florida, resolTiog as sooa as die 
Kearsarge left Brest again to pnt them ashore at Cork. The Kearsaige left 
Brest again on the 5th of Deeember, 1863, and, in accordanee with rar reeoln* 
tiont I haTo this day smt sixteen men ashore in the pilot-boat Petrel, with a 
list of their names as given to the American consnL 

JOHN A. WINSLOW, Csjitom. 
U. 8. Stbaii*8loop Kbabsabob, 

OfiimeeMttawm^D^etmherl, 1863. 



Ukitbd States Stbambb Kbakkibgb. 

Of Cork Harhar, December 7,1863. 

Sib : I beg kave to state, in accordance with your request, that on or about 
the 3d of KoTember, 186.3, several men from Qneenstown came on board of this 
ship as applicants for enlistment in the naval service of the United States. In 
the absence of vonrself and of any definite instructions in regard to such appli* 
cations I told the men that if they were j^ysically qualified for enlistment they 
might remain on board until your return, when you would decide. Upon your ' 
return your instructions were not to enlist them ; they were accordingly sent 
out of Uie ship. 

Many applications of a similar nature were made, but their enlistment was in 
every case refused, in accordance with your instructions. During the time we 
were at anchor the ship was surrounded by boats filled with men desiring to 
enlist. Orders were given and executed not to allow them alon»ide. On the 
evening of the 5th t& was the case untfl after dark, and untu the ship was 
uttdtf way. The ship went to sea on the evening of the 5th of November. 
It was storming and blowinr hard. In accordance with Uie usual custom of the 
ship and with the necessities of the case, (as I thought,) before tripping the 
ancnor, all strangers were ordered out of the ship. The master-at-arms, with 
the ship's eorponu, and others of the police force, executed the order, finding 
. men stowed away in the hold, in the carpenter's locker and elsewhere. These 
men were put out of the ship, in some cases bv force. As soon as the ship was 
reported cleared, the anchor was tripned, and the ship went to sea. On the 
next day several men were discovered who were strangers in the ship. TheN 
men, probably with the connivance of the crew, had bc^n so securely concealed 
as to elude the vigilance of the p<dice force. Upon receiving this information 
you decided to land these men at Brest, whither you were bound. The men 
were s^it out of the ship at J^rest, in accordance with this deterraination, but 
pleading destitution they returned, and were permitted to remain on board till 
this morning, when they were landed at Qneenstown by the pilot-boat Petrei 

I would add that the names of these men upon their return to the ship while 
in Brest harbor were placed upcm the ship's books for the purpose of their sup- 
port and comfort, they being otherwise utteily destitute. 
Very respeetfiidly, your obedient servant, 

JAMES S. THORNTON, 
Liemi. Com'der U. S. N. and Execulire Oficer. 

Captain JoHif A. Wikslow. 
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JMr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Adam$. 

Va 7Q0 1 DbFAETMBNT OF StATI, 

^^'^^^•' WashingUm,Denemher2S.lWS. 

Sir : I transmit tcrewith a copy of a letter of the 16th instMit and of ihm 
aocumcnts which accompanied it, from Elisha H. Ryder, esq. of Beaton, i^ 
tive to the claim of the ownera of the hark Sea Bnde. of that city, agamat the 

^'l ^ds^^mrt^^copy of a letter of ihe 17th instant from Mesan. Rufdi 
Greene & Co. of Providence, Rhode Isknd, and of the papers therein refmed 
to, setting forth their daim on account of the capture, seixure, and loaa of the 

cargo of the same vesseL , . , , «^ o -d -ji 

It is affirmed, in the accompanying depositions, that the Sjm Bnde was cap- 
tured within the maritime jurisdiction of Great Britain, in Tahle bay. at Um 
Cape of Good Hope, by the piratical vessel Alabama, and it is presumed that 
if this be not disproved, her Britannic Majesty's government will not ^^^^^ 
accord that full reparation for all the losses occurring to dtiaens of tiie Unit^ 
Sute«, from this lawless proceeding, which is justly due to them. But even if 
the capture had not been made within the jurisdiction of Great Britain, it la 
nevertheless claimed by the United Stotes. as set forth in the instmctioiis 
addressed to you on the 6th of October last. No. 730, that her Mi^ty*a gor- 
erument is bound to indemnify the parties in question. 
I am, sir. jour obedient servant. 

F. W. SEWARD. Acting Seerttary. 

Chablbs Francis Adams. Esq.. Ifc^ ^^ 9ge. 



Proyidbncb. Rhodb Island.. 

December 17. 1863. 

Sir: Accompanying this we forward, for the attention of the department. 
documental evidence of the capture, seizure, and loss of the cargo of ^ the Jiark 
Sea Bride, of Boston, an act we believe to have been committed within neutral 
limits of the waters at Table bay, to wit. within three mUes of lan^ Rod our 
loss and damage we believe the government of Great Britain to be liable and 
responsible for, by their authorities at the Cape disregarding the protest of the 
master and mate and officers of said vessel, and also of the American eonsal* 
against the illegal seizure of said vessel and cargo. 

We (shippers of the cargo) therefore beg the attention of the department. 
and pray that the facts set forth and sworn to in the papers, widi our demand 
and claim for loss and damage sustained in consequence thereof, may be made 
on the government of Great Britain tiurough the proper department of the 
American government. 

An of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servaota. 

RUFUS GREENE &G0., 

Provtdemeep Rhode Liamd. 

Hon. William H. Sbward. 

Secretary qf Slater Waskingtou, D. GL 

XTnitbd Statbs op Ambrica. 

Commonwealth of MassaehueettSt Stffotkt at: 

Be it known to all whom it doth oc may concern, that on this 15th dar of 

December. A. D. 1863, before me. George Howland Folger. a notary puUie, 

fxAj commissioned and sworn, in and for the county aforesaid, personally 

appeared Rufus Greene, of the city of Providencot in the State of Rhode 



374 mFUMJLTlC C0BRE8P0NDENCB. 

Itlaiid, one ot the paitxi«n» and representing tlie Btereantile boaae or fim of 
Rnfos Greene tc Co^ transacting uid baTii^ tlieir place of business in PlroTi* 
deuce aforesaid, the said mercantile firm ecmsbting of Ridiis Greene^ Wm. 
& Arnold and Benjamin B. Arnold, copartners, wlio did on oath declare that 
the paid firm i&i. ship firom the port of New York, on board of the bark 
Sea Bride, belonging to the port of Boston, and commanded by Charles F. 
l¥hite, and bonnd to Cape Town and Zansibar, a caim of assorted m^chandise 
of the valae oi $36,945 12, as will be seen bj the mrolce, a certified copy of 
which is herennto annexed, marked A ; that the said bark proceeded on the 
Tojage aforesaid, having sailed from New York <m the 28th day of May last 
past, meeting with no particular occnrrence nntil noon of the third day of 
August, when they siehted Table mountain, and made for Table bay, but on 
the night of the 4th day of said month, on account of the darkness, it was 
deemed advisable for the vessel to keep off for die night. On the morning of 
the 5th they agdn stood in for the land. At about 2 p. m. they saw a steamer 
coming towards them, which they supposed to be the English mafl steamer, but 
they soon found her to be the confederate steamer Alabama, A gun was fired 
from the steamer, and a demand made for the 8^t Bride to heave to, which not 
being complied with, another gun was fired, and the commander of the steamer 
threatened to shoot the crew of the Sea Bride if Ontej reftised. The bark then 
hove to, and two boats were then lowered from the steamer and sent on board 
the hark« The officer in charge of the boats, on his arrival on board th^ bark* 
directed one of his crew to haul down the flag, and ordered the captain of the 
hadi to take his papers on board the Alabama, which was done at about a 
Quarter before 3 d. ul, when the positum of the buk within Table bay was as 
soDows : Green Point light-house bearing south by east, Robin Island light> 
house bearing northeast, the bark being at the time of h^ capture in neutral 
waters, or, accordine to bearings, within three mOes of the land, when she was 
sdzed, captured and taken possession of, in the port of a friendly power, where 
she was lionnd, one of the colonies of the kingdom of .Great Britain, by the 
piratical confederate steamer Alabama aforesaid, as will be seen by reference to 
the protest of the master, made before the United States consul at Cape Town, 
a certified c<^y of which is hereunto annexed, marked B ; that by this seisure 
this appearer, and those whom he represents, have suffered injury and loss to 
the amount of $45,445 12, as follows : by the seizure of the cargo aforementioned, 
of the invoice value of $36,945 12, and a further loss in consequence of 
the non-arrival of the cargo at its ports of destination, of the sum of $8,500, 
making the aforesaid sum of $45,445 12. 

And now, the said Rnfus Greene, in behalf of himself and the other mem- 
bers of his mercantile firm, whom he represents, prefers a daim aeainst the 
govemnrent of the kingdom of Great Britain, holding tiiem responsible for all 
losses and expenses arising from the seizure of the cargo aforesaid; this 
appearer and tnose he represents holdmg themselves ready to furnish any addi- 
tional proof desired in the premises, and the said appearer believes and claims 
that, according to the law of nations and in equity, tne government of the king- 
dom of Great Britain is bound to indenmify and hold them harmless for aul 
loMcs, together with interest and expenses in consequence at the seizure herein 
eet forth. 

BUFUS GREENE. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and notarial seal, at Bos- 
ton, the year and day above written; and the said Rofus Greene hath 
[SBAL.] affixed his name, having solemnly sworn to the truth of die foro- 

gomg declaration, 
c s«T»»i« I GEORGE H. FDLGER, 

{^rtMspT) K^iiirg PMie. Justice^ the Peae^ 
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Hbe BtiTANific Majesty's Consolatc* 

SUU€$ ^ Mas$aekm$tUM and JO^b Id4tmJL 

I, Fnmdt Lonsada, her Britannic Majeaty's conanl for tlie States of Maiaa 
ehnsetts and Rhode Island, do herdij certify that G^rge H. Folm, eaq^ of ^ 
Boston, la a notary public for the coontj of bnffblk, MasMchnaetta, doly qiiaB- 
fied, and that to his acts and attestations as snch fbll credit and faith b dne * 
and must be given. And I Airther certify that the within annexed is his 
genaine signatnre and notarial seaL 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my seal of 
r<<B«. 1 ofRce, at Boston, tUs 16th day of December, in the year of oar Lord 

IS8AL.J jg^j^ 

F. LOnSADA* 
Her Britannic Majett/t CoMsml/ar MaaackmaetU and RMU UanJL 



A 

Ikvaiee of cargo laden on hoard hark Sea Bride^ White, nuuter, hound U Cape 
Town and Zanzihar, Henry Spamiding^ eupercargOt on hoard* 

Nbw York, Mag 25, 1863. 

200 barrels flour, Mt Vernon, for Zanzibar, at to $1,800 00 

100 barrels flour. La Favorita and Oscawama, at $7 50 7,500 00 

95 boxesN. cheese, 1,034 pounds, at 16 cents ••• 163 84 

35 boxes E. D. cheese, 705 pounds, at 15 cents 105 75 

346 boxes candles, adamantine, 20 pounds each, at 20 cents. . • . 1, 384 00 

500 boxes extra family soap, 16 pounds each, at SI 20 600 00 

28 bales hops, 5,833 pounds, at 22 cents 1, 283 26 

10 tierces sraok^ed hams, 2,899 pounds, at 12 cents 347 88 

50 barrels prime pork, at $12 .. « 600 00 

50 barrels excelsior beef, at $13 50 675 00 

2 cases, 120 ^irs, men's split brogana, at 81 25 150 00 

1 case, 60 pairs, men's goat brogans, at 81 40 8400 

2 cases. No. 1, 24, 300 pounds beams, at ^ each « 72 00 

2 cases. No. 2, 18, beams 81 00 

2 bundles frames for do 12 00 

2 bottoms frames fordo 13 00 

2 cases, 50 beams and wei^ts 93 75 

2 cases, platform scales, 2 28 90 

100 kegs white lead, 25 pounds eadi, 2,500 pounds, at 8 cents. . 200 00 

4 cases glass beads, 1,440 bunches, at 21 cents 302 40 

4 iron barrels caustic soda, 2,399 pounds 175 13 

1 case, 8 reams paper, order 12175 

48 boxes and 2 packages, 297 docks 1,078 75 

2 casks composition nails, 200 pounds, order, at 29 cents 58 00 

1 case, 1 15 sheets yellow metal, 615 pounds, at 29 cents 178 35 

1 silver hunting watch, order 15 00 

1 gold hunting watch, order 58 00 

1 barrel, containing lamp fixtures and ofl, order 19 50 

1 box, 30 gallons coal-ou, order 13 00 

1 case, 2 lamps, fixtures, &c order. 19 50 

1 package, 3 dozen knives, order 24 50 

27 boxes crackers, assorted, 8,000 pounds 1,102 17 

2 wdking-canes, order. •*• 15 00 



S76 DIPLOMITIC COEKESPOKDEHCB. 

31 Iialf Imxm tobaccot H. Boekles & Co^ 2,493 poimd^ 

cents ..^.^ ', 1»371 15 

100} lialf boxes tobscco* our own, 11,715 pounds, at 40 cents. ... 4, 686 00 

751 bslf boxes tobacco, Fainnonnt, 9,013 pounds, at 35 cents. • • « 3, 154 55 

26 cases tobacco, excdsior^ 4,063 pounds, «t 45 cents 1, 828 35 

41 M bogsbead staves; at $80 per M * 3, 280 00 

10 Mbophead beading, at $80 per M 800 00 

1 casebmsbes .60 25 

1 case stadoneiy, order ; 29 25 

S down triers • 1 50 

33,586 48 

lOper centadTance.; 3,358 64 

36,945 12 



InTOtce of cargo for Sea Bride, Cbaiks F. Wbite, master, consigned ; Hennr 
Spanlding, supercargo on board, to proceed to Cape Town ; transact tbe bnsi* 
ness according to memorandum, usine deepatcb for tbe vessel, and consiffning 
all proceeds of sales and advances, witb rediainder of cargo,^to Wm. £• Ilines» 
tbe sbipper agent at Zansibar. 

BUFU8 GREENE & CKX 

Nbw ToBK, JITay 27, 1863. 

TJnitbo States op Am biica, 
I Comnumwadtk of MoMMackmetUf Swjolkf m: 

T Before me, Greorge H. Folger, a notarj public, commissioned and iwom, in 
and for tb^ countv aforesaid, personaUj appeared Rufus Greene, of tbe mercan- 
tiie bouse of Runis Greene & Go^ of tbe citj of Providence, in tbe Sute of 

' Bbode Island, and made solemn oatb tbat tbe foregoing is a true and correct 

copy of an invoice of cargo sbipped by tbeir firm on board tbe bark Sea Bride, 
wbicb vessel was seized and captured by tbe confederate steamer Alabama, in 
Table bay. Cape of Good Hope, one of tbe colonies of tbe kingdom of Great 
Britain ; tbat tbe said firm lost thereby tbe property above set fortb, and tbat 

■ tbey were wortb to said firm, at tbe time of tbe capture, m sum exceeding tbe 

! amount stated in tbe invoice. .« 

] RUFUS GREENE. 



In testimony wbereof, I bave bereunto set my band and notarial 
rsBAL.1 "^ ^ Boston, this 15tb day of December, A. D. 1863; and tbe said 
^ * RuAis Greene bas also affixed bis name, baving solemnly sworn to tbe 

tmtb of the foregoing declaration. 
5 B0FSII1IS \ GEORGE H. FOLGER, 

{ stamp. J Notary Public and Justice qf the Ptate. 



PoBT OP Capb Towif. 

On ibis 6ib day of Aueust, in tbe year of our Lord 1863, before me, Walter Gra- 
bam, consul of tbe UnitM States of America for Cape Town and tbe dependetacies 
thereof, personallv appeared Charles F. White, master of tbe bark :^ea Brides 
of Boston, of tbe bunlen of 447|(^ tons or thereabouts, and declared tbat on the 
2d day of May he sailed in and widi the said ship from tbe port of New Tork 
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with general cargo, and arrived off Table baj on tlie eveninr of tbe 4tli instant* 
and having been captured so dose to the ahore bj the confederate steamer AUi> 
bamav hereby enters this note of protest a^ust said capture as illegal, reserving 
his right to extend said protest at time and place convenient* if found necessary. 

MAST£B OF BARK SEA BRIDE. 

Attested: n 

WALTER GRAHAIC 

VnUed Staieg Qmnd. 

And be it iurther made known, that on thb 7th day of August aforesaid, to- 
gether with the above-nam^ Charles F. White, master, also came John 8cho- 
field, chief mate, and Richard White, 2d mate, of and belonging to said barlE* 
who declared, on oath, that on the 28th dav of May last past, in their capacity 
aforesud, they sailed in and with the said bark from the Dort of New Ton, 
laden with general cargo, and bound to the port of Table ba^ ; that they pro- 
ceeded on their voyage without any particohur occurrence until noon of the 3d 
instant, when they sighted Table mountain and made for Table bar, but on tho 
night of the 4th instant, on account of the darkness, they deemed it advisable 
to keep off for the night, but on the morning of the 5th they stood in for tlM 
land. ^ At about 2 p. m. they saw a steamer coming towards them, which they 
considered to be the English mail steamer, but they soon found her to be tM 
confederato steamer Alia>ama. A gun was fired and a demand was made to 
heave to, which as they, the said appearers, did not comply with, another nn 
was fired, and the commander of said steamer threstened to shoot them if uey 
refused. The bark was then hove to. Two boats were lowered from Ae steamer 
and sent on board the boat, when the officer in charge of them ordered one of 
his crew to haul down the flag, and ordered the captain to take his papers on 
board the Alabama, which was done at about a quarter before three, when tha 

g>8it]on of the bark was as follows : Green Point light-house bearing S. by £.; 
obben Island light-house bearing NIL 

The said appearers did further protest against the-said capture as illeffd. Said 
bark was at the time in neutral waters, or, according to bearings, wiUiin three 
miles of.the land. « 

And these appearers did further allege, declare, and say, that they, together . 
with others of the ship's company, used their best endeavors to bring the suA 
bark into Table bay, but were prevented by said captur e, ^ 

CHARLES F. WHITE, Matter. 
JOHN SCHOFIELD, Ui Mate. 
RICHARD R. WHITE, 2d Muie. 

Thus done and protested before me, Walter Graham, United States ccmsul at 
Cape Town, this 7th day of August, 1863. 
. r. .1 WALTER GBAHAlf, 

^ ' United Statee CansmL 

United States op Ambbica, 

Commonwealth ^ Massafhusette, SiifM, m: . 
I, Creorge H. Folger, a notary public, duly conunissioned and sworn, in. and 
for the county aforesaid, do cerdfy the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of 
the protest of bark Sea Bride, with the signature and seal of the United l^tes 
consulate at Cape Town, now before me. 
rfiRAL.1 ^^ testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and notarial 
^ "^J seal, at Boston, this 15th day of December, A. D. 1863. 
i Rervmie } GEORGE H. FOLGER, 

) staoip. ( Notary PuNie. 
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[From Hhm C&f lifw.1 

TTke Ahhama again in Simam*s bay^ — Her doingM an ler rtotni tntUe^ — SaU 
cftke Sea Bride and her cargo. 

FROM OUK STBCIAL OCW fPIWM CPBOT, 

8iMO!c's Bay, 
Friday Morning. Sepiemher 18. 
Here ire luiTe the AUbina onoe more Ijing at her anc]ianige« witbin 300 
jnrd* of Groat'ft hotel ; and within pretty nearlj the same distance off Hoot bay, 
jnst on the other aide of the point, we hare the federal Yanderbilt. emiaing 
abcwt in aearch of the famona confederate. 8o it woold appear that if time 
had not been actual fiehting oatside, aa it waa reported there had been, the 
ateamera haTe been within an ace of cominr ipto colliaioo. 

The arrinl of the Alabama baa created quite a stir thronghont the plaee. 
It eecms aa if there waa aomething doing once more. The officera are on shore 
stretching their h^ a bit, and enjoying themselvea in Tmriona ways ; and on 
board ell hands are at work cleaning, painting, and trinmung the shi^ There 
have been a hundred stories afloat since the Alabama left, and the Yanderbilt 
arrired, aa to the moyementa of the shipa. And although there waa no truth 
in the rumor of a fight haTihg taken plaoft a day or two ago, nor in a good deal, 
besides, that has b^ said about the Alabama, it appeara that rumor was pretty 
well informed on a few points, and especially with regard to the Sea Bride and 
the Tuscaloosa. With a liew of ascertainmg the exact state of the facts, I 
took a run down here on Thursday erening, found Captain Semmes on board 
his ship, and heard from his own lips an account of what he had done since be 
left the bay, what has become of hia prizes, and what hia future movements are 
likely to be. 

It appeara that when he left False bay he resolved to spend a few days in 
looking after federal merchantmen coming from the east, and tninking L'AguIhas 
bank Uie most likely place to fall in with them, he took up a position off that 
point. The Tuscaloosa and Sea Bride had been previously ordered to go to Angra 
Peqnena. The object of sending the Tuscaloosa there was to get the wool taken 
out of her, and replaced by ballast, and then to send her cruising as before. 
Captain Semmes nad previously had an offer for the Sea Bride, which he 
resolved to accept. He says that his desire was and is to observe strictly the 
laws of neutrality, and to do nothing which can possibly give offence to the 
British authorities. Angra Pequena belongs as much to Uaptain Semmes aa 
to the British government, or perhaps anybody else, and any transaction there 
could give no ground of complaint to Governor Wodehouse, Admiral Walker, 
or the imperial government. A day waa fixed for both the Tuscaloosa and the 
Sea Bride to be at anchor in the harbor of Angra Peqnena. Upon that day 
Captain Semmea took in the Alabama, met the parties who had made him the 
offer for the Sea Bride, and coronletcd the sale of her. When sold, the Sea 
Bride waa taken away. The wool was then taken out of the Tuscaloosa and 
landed. The Tuscaloosa was ballasted, went to sea again, and is now cruising 
not veiT for off the land. Captain Semmes then returned to hb position off 
L'Afulhaa bank, but not a single federal merchantman made her appearance. 
He boarded, whilst there, sixteen ships, but all were English, with English 
cargoes. The following is a list of tliem : August 15, English bark Saxon, 
Algoa bay to Cape Town. August 17, English ship Brougfaton Hall, Bom- 
bay to Liverpool ; medical aid bemg required on board of her. Assistant Surgeon 
Llewellyn waa sent to render it. August 19, English ship Camperdown, 
Uadraa to London. August 20. Enclish bark Dunbar, Natal to London. 
August 22, overhauled abturk showing Dutch eolora. August 23, English ship 
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Sarawak. Bombay to liYerpool August 24. DotA bark Marfa ElkabeOi. 
BaUTia to Amsterdani. Aiigiut 25, Dutch bark Miniater Van Hull, BataTi* 
to Amsterdam. August 28, EnrfUh schooner Flower of Yarrow, Ichabo« to 
Cape Town, September 3, English ship Panjaub. Kurrachee to London. Sep- 
tember 4. English bark Isle of May, Bombsy to lirer^L September 9, saw 
a bark showing English colors, English ship Caroeronian, Calcutta to Lmidop, 
by signal. September 10, English bark, CalcutU to London. Englwh Am 
Flora, Manilla to liverpooL September 12, exchanged colors with an En^iali 

bark. . ^ . 

The wool taken out of the Tuscaloosa at Angra Pequena is now on its way 
to a market— where. Captain Semmes did not tell me, and it heme no 1m>si»«m 
of mine, so far as I am aware, or of any one else, except himself, I did no4 
think fit to inquire. He does not himself know prcdsely where the Sea Bnde 
is gone* but he made no secret as to her purchaser. 

Captain Semmes farther 'told me, that he was particularly annoyed that cer- 
tain parties should have endearored, immediately his back was turned, by meaon 
of fidse statemento, to bring him into collision with the naval authoritiw at 
Simon's Town, and the governor of the colony. He says, that so far frjwj 
having done anything that could possibly give offence, he has studiously avoided 
every act that could possibly be construed into a breach of the law. 

The story told by the person who piloted the Akbama into Saldanha bay, 
on the occasion of her first visit, is contradicted, both by Captain Semmes and 
the officers of the ship. The pilot stated that Captain Semmes had agreed to 
give him ^20 to take in the ship, and afterwards refused to pay him more thatt 
dC3. The truth is, that when Captain Semmes saw the little coasting vessel, 
commanded by the person who acted as pilot, he sent an officer on board her 
to ask where Saldanha bay was. The captain of the coaster asked the^ officer 
to take him on board the steamer, which the officer consented to do. Nothing 
was said about pilotoge, but when the captain of the coaster got on board the 
Alabama he began to give such directions as a pilot would have given, and was 
allowed to Uke the ship into the bay. When the ship was at anchor Captain 
Semmes aked him what was his charge for pilotage. That was the first time 
payment was spoken of. Neither jC20 nor any other sum had been promised. 
The man replied that he did not know. CapUun Semmes then asked, what 
was the charge for pilotage at Table bay or Simon's bay. The man said he 
did not know. He was repeatedly asked to name a sum, but declined to do so. 
Captain Semmes then called an officer who had been the commander of an 
English ship on the English coast, and asked him what would be the charge (or 
piloting the Alabama into an English port The officer replied, it would be 
about JC2 5t. Captain Semmes then said to the pilot, " Suppose we say iC3.** 
The man made no reply but went below with an officer, who was to take a re- 
ceipt for the monev. When he got below, the man seemed to take second 
tliouffht, for he said he would not take so small a sum as <£3 ; a federal com- 
mander, a little while before, had paid him «e20, and he did not see why he 
should not have <£20 now. That sum Captain Semmes declined to pay ; but 
says that if the man had asked for ^5, ^6, ^7, or <£8, he would have given it 
at once, and would never have thought of fixing the amount himself, if ue piloi 
had not declined to do so. 

Up to the time that he came into Simon^s bay. Captain Semmes did not know 
that the Vandcrbilt had arrived here. He had been within sight of the land 
for four days, but saw nothing whatever of her. He thinks the VanderbiH 
much too heavy for him, but is by no means alarmed at finding himself so near 
her. He says he is pretty comfortable where he is, and expects the Kadie 
round from Table bay with about 200 tons of coal which he intends to take Inl 
If the Vanderbilt should happen to come in while he is here, he will insist upon 
his right to have twenty-four hours start If she stops ontsidcy she must ke^ 
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m proper distance from the beadlaodt of False haj, and as False baj is nxtoea 
miles across be tbinks ibere will be plenlj of room for bim to |^ oat» witbool 
running fonl of tbe Yankee. 

In commenting npon tbe pobaUe conseonences ci an eneonntsr wTtb the 
Yanderbilt. Captain Semmes spoke witb mn^ modesty of tbe power of bis owa 
sbip. He said tbat idtboogb toe maebineiy of tbe Yanderbilt wonld be a good 
target, in figbting witb tbe steamer it is not easy to escape from baving a broad- 
side. He foond tbat to be tbe case witb tbe Uatteras. Altbougb be disposed 
of ber frettj easily, it was as mncb as be could do to prevent ber from gtrii^ 
bim a Droadside. Tbe plan be adopted witb tbe Hatteras was to use bis large 
Blakely gun from tbe stem of bis sbip, and tbat gun did tbe work. Tbe gna 
is an 85-pounder, and be tbinks tbat bb only cbance witb tbe Vanderbik will 
be to use it upon ber macbinery. Hb opinion is, tbat tbe Yanderbilt bas Teiy 
mucb greater speed tban tbe Alabama, and tbat it will be impossible for bin to 
eet away from ner. ' He does not intend to go and look for ber, but he says 
tiiat, if he bas to fight ber, be will do lus besU 

He expects to kare False bay about Monday next He would not have 
come bade to Simon's htLj now, but bis condensing apparat^ got out of order, 
a few days after leavii^ Simon's bay, and when am>ut four days at sea he found 
that the condenser did not act properly. It did not take more dian one-third 
of thcsalt out of tbe water. Uaptain Semmes was consequently compelled to 
put tbe men upon an allowance. Upon arriving at Angra Peouena be obtamed 
from a person there sixteen casks of water, and that Quantity sufficed for the return 
▼oyage to Simon's bay. The repairs of tbe c<Midenser are nearly completed, 
and as soon as the coal is on board the Alabama will be ready to take her 
final departure for tbe Cape of Good Hope. Captun Semmes says that it is 
not probable tbat when once be gets away we shall see bis £ice again for some 
timeto come. 

It was rumored in town yesterday tbat tbe Hon. Hr. Field, the eolleelor of 
customs, bad received a letter from Saldanba bar, stating that the YanderbOt 
had anchored there. On inquiry we found tbat this was not true. She is sUll 
cminng just outside the cape. 



[From a Caps Town p^wr.] 
THB ALABAMA'S LAST FtlZB. 

A veiy nice and knotty point is now under consideration, whether the SeaBride 
is or is not a lawful prise to tbe Alabama, or whether tbe confederate has not been 
guilty of a breach of neutrality in capturing the federal bark at a point so near 
to British land. We understand, indeed, that two or three somewhat puzaling 
points are nused — some of them depending on mere ordinary evidence for settle- 
ment, and others requiring for their solution a reference to Yattel and the laws 
of nations. First, Uicn, what is the range to which extends tbe territmal waters 
i^ British possessions f To this the general reply is a league ; based on tbe fact, 
as Yattel declares, that it was eonsidered tbe utmost range of cannon-shot in tbe 
olden times when be wrote. Has this in any way been affected by the greater 
projectile force of Armstrong's and Wbttworth'sf The second question is, as- 
suming tbe legal distance to have been three miles, was tbe Sea Bride, at the 
time of her capture, within that range of tbe nearest British landf This is 
entirely a case of evidence, and tbe governor bas beenycsterday engaged in 
obtaining tbe best testimony bearing on tbe subject. The third is a nicer pvo- 
blem tban either of the two. On Wednesday night the bark is allegea by 
some of ber crew, who were still on board, to have drifted in within two miles 
of the light-house, while on Thursday she stood in again, and, as alleged, was 
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dearlj whliin Britisb wmtert. How tkr. thea, does tbk eonstftnte m hnmA of 
neatmlitj, or how fiur doct it support a claim to liaTa the Talidi^ of thecaptnm 
iupopiMf 

What answers will he fi^ea to all these queries hj the goremor, or what m- 
ther steps he maj think fit to take in conscqaence <^ them b nnknowB. BoA 
sides, however, may idj upon it that he will exert himself to the utmost to mam- 
tain a strict neutnilitj, and to secure fair and eren-handed justice to all the par> 
ties concerned. 

TUB ALABAMA AND THB LAW OP NATIOHB. 

To tie Editor of iht Adtertiser mmd MM: 

'Sib: The capture of a federal vessel hy a confederato*steamer within ^ghl of 
a British port, and, as some contend, even in British waters, raises an intvestiBg 
discus i*ion as to the international legality or illegality of the prooeeJBog. It la 
to he hoped that some of your numerous correspondents, legal or meiamtikb 
interested, whether theoretical] v or practically, in the important pomt at isaae^ 
will not fail to enter on the myiting field of inquiry. Will any ODCb haTing 
access to the authorities and the ability to deal tati^factorily with the task, landl j 
oblige your readers by letting them know the exact stato of the law on the mea- 
tion 1 We hear on all sides that three miles is the limit from shore within whiA 
the Sea Bride could have claimed the protection of the British flar; hot is this 
undisputed, and where is this precise distance laid down in black and white t 
Or is it derived merely by reasoning from analogy, by yarying **cannoft-imags^'* 
for instance, hereafter mentioned. 

I do not propose to enter into the matter to advocato one side or the oidicr« 
but in answer to the question just put, ^ Is this an undisputed rulet" would 
take the liberty of referring to a work published by Lord Mackenne (one of the 
iudges of the court of session in Scotland) late in 1862, late enough, in fret, to 
have the advantage of treating also of the other international questioB, ariaii^ 
out of the seizure of the Trent by the federal San Jacinto, in Kovember, 186L 
Lord Mackenzie there says, page 152 : ^ The oorts of the sea near the coast bdnr 
in some degree susceptible of property and of great importance to the Mle^of 
the country, are held by the modem law of nations to be comprdiended witUa 
the territory of the state to which the coast belongs. To what distance a na> 
tion may extend its rights over the sea by which it is surrounded is a problem 
which has been a fruitful source of controversy, and is not easily detemuned. 
By most publicists the whole space of sea within cannon-shot of the eoast b 
considered a part of the territory of the stete, and for that reason a vessd cap- 
tured within range of the cannon of a neutral fortress is not a lawful priae.** 

According to this legal authority, then, the latest as far as we Imow, thelinot 
is not reckoned by miles, but a limit of power reckoned by *'cannon-range4'* 
And this seems in accordance with the doctnue of proper^ in the sea, laid down 
by Grotius, (Dc Jwre BeU. et Fae^ bk. 2, ch. 3, sec 13-2,) who says that ••the 
empire of a portion of the sea belones to a territory in so far as those whe sa9 
on that part of the sea can be compelled from the shoreasif they were on land.** 
This would seem materially to alter the feature of the case. It raises the 

Suestion, could a cannon planted at the furthest point of British dominion at 
^e Cape, whether that point be (in theory) the stoop of the most projecting marine 
villa at Sea Point or the opposite coast of Robben island, have thrown a ball, 
not alone into the Alabama (for she may have kept out of reach) hot into the 
Sea Bride, at any moment from the commencement of the chase to the eaptnr- 
iuff dosef 

I may mention that in course of conversation subsequently on hoard the Ala- 
bama 1 put the question directly to Captein Semmes, as to what the Had! waa. 



1: 
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HisrepIjwAs: ••Three miles." IsitiiotrmtIier»Iaakedagal]W*'wit]iiAe«]iao»* 
tmngel** •'Tluit ib inat it»" was his sigmfiouit replj; **m the oldea dajs the 
canium-range was taken as three miles.'' 

Bat cannons hare improred and cannon-ranges mnch increased once those 
** olden days" — see Blakelej's rifled fire-mOer on the Alabama's wtstj deck»— 
and thos in now interpreting the terms cannon-range mnsi we not, makinr el* 
lowances for this, assnme the case ol the moat powerful piece of artillery mooem 
science has inTcnted. The qnesdon« then, if Mackensie is to be relied on, eomes 
to this: would snch a cannon, placed on the furthest projecting point of Anglo- 
African soil in the yicinitr of the scene of capture^ have rescued the £ur oea 
Bride. 

I am sure I only speak the sentiments of many who are anxious to get exact 
and reliable information on an interesting subject, when I express the hope that 
some local '^ Vattel" will take up the question, treating it fint'on general prin- 
ciples of dominum in the sea, and then with reference to the particular subordi- 

nate case of the Alabama and the Sea Bride. 

WILELES. 



[Ftom the AdTcrtiMT ind MaiL] 

Gaps Town, Monim^jf. m., AnguH 10. 

coif PBDBBATB CAFTUBBS. 



The govemor has denied, in reply to the representations of the American consul, 
that ihe bark Sea Bride was a legitimate prixe to the confederate cruiser Ala- 
bama. This decision has, of course, dissatisfied the protesters, and some of them 
indulge in rather tall talk of the manifest one-sideness of British authorities, and 
of the terrible retribution that will one day befall them for it. That they should 
be dissatisfied is natural enough, and no one can refuse his sympathy to men 
who hare lost so much, so unexpectedly, and within so near a reach <n perfect 
safety. But we cannot see how his excellency could hare acted in any other 
way. He had, in the first place, the conflicting testimony of the captors and the 
captured; the former declaring that they were more than three miles distant 
I from the shore, and the latter less. He therefore discarded both, and determined 

I to rely upon the best official eyidence he could procure, from competent profes- 

i sional eye-witnesses on shore. Those whom he selected for that purpose, we 

I bdieye, were the signal-man on the Uon's Rump, and the keepers of the two light* 

I houses at Green Point and the Monelle. The former had a perfect bird's eye 

I riew of the whole affitir, and it is his daily business to estimate and report to 

town the distance of yessels entering the bay. The two others, though not 
i quite so practiced as the signal-man in such matters, haye had frequent experi 

( ence in the same judging distance sort of drilL And all three concurred in the 

] opinion that the Sea Bride, at the time of her capture^ was about four or ^ve 

i miles from the nearest Green Point shore, and that she was between four and six 

.- miles from the nearest point of Robben island. With facts like these the goy- 

f emor could hardly haye done otherwise than to adjudicate as he did, and yet it 

f must be remembered that his abjudication is by no means finaL If the Ameri- 

can rcpresentatiyes can procure reliable eyidence assigning a position to the bark 
j within the territorial waters of the colony, it is quite witUn their power to ayail 

themsdyes ai it, and through thdr coyemm^nt to adduce it before the court of 
St. James in London. The imperiu goyemment will thus haye the whole case 
, fully before them, and should it then appear that injustice has been done, there 

j can be no doubt that Ample redress will be giyen, and the question be fairiy and 

equiubly dlspofted o£ The whole afiair, howeyer, it must not be forgotten, is 
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ooe ttinply of eTMleiice. and as far ai the erUlence taken bitlierto haa geiie» ft 
aeemi to point very deailj against tlie claimants. The Americans* residents 
rehct naturally complain, and with some bitterness, of what they oonsider the 
mauife«t sympathy whidi was shown with the confederate canse, in the peisoa 
of the confederate commander (Semmes,) to an extent inconsistent with the 
neutrality which we profess. On thb it must be remarked, that much if net 
most of the enthusiasm shown was the result of mere curiosity, combined with 
that hero worship which, for all sorts of apparent heroism, whether true ur spu- 
rious, springs up instinctively in the human breast. At the same time, however, 
it cannot be denied that the extraordinary nluck dbplayed hr the confederate 
States, while fiehting for thdr own independence, has gained for them a sympa- 
thy which wholly overlooks the original grounds and origin of the strife. Such 
sympathy as this it is impossible to repress. Proclamations aiid decrees are 
powerless to onpose it, and are never intended to interfere with H. When we 
say, therefore, tnat we are neutral, we mean that our government in its official 
capacity and official acts is neutral, and such undoubtedly the government of the 
Cape <^ Good Hope has in the present instance shown itself to be. It is tree 
that a few official persons were foolish enough to show their own excessive syin* 
pathy with the confederate commander, but tbeir indiscretion was quickly checked 
by the governor personally, who felt that by some of the steps pop<MMd to be 
taken by them the neutrality of his government might be seriously compromised. 
Since the departure of the Alabama yesterday mominr, two American vessels 
entering Table bay had a narrow escape. They were, however, warned off by 
some boats in the offing, and were wide awake enough to hugthe shore so closely 
as to put the neutrality of their position bevond dispute. While entering False 
bay again, yesterday, another American, the Martha Wentzel, was seised, but 
was quickly liberated on its being clearly shown that, at the time of her capture, 
she was within the protection of the claimed league from shore. 

The confederate sailing cruiser Tuscaloosa put into Simon's bay yesterday, . 
after effecting a capture off the coast within the last week or two. This was a 
China vessel, the Santee, bound to England, but having a British ca»o on 
board she was released on giving bond for a ransom of $150,000. The Tusca* 
loose gave chase to another clipper ship, the Snow Squall, and got near enough 
to fire into her. The fugitive, however, outstripped her in speed, and got dear 
away. 

In connexion with this, it will be interesting to the commercial world to know 
that Captain Semmes lays it down as a rule, that whenev^ a bona fidt British 
cargo is found on board an American bottom, the vessel is always released on 
payment of a ransom. In every other case the prize is remorselessly burnt and 




provisional but formal inquiry into each individual case as it arises, to invest!* 

§ate and record all the circumstances of it, and to register and preserve the evi- 
cnce on which his provisional condemnation is based. Some of diese judgments 
and other matters we shall publish in our Mail issue next week* 



[From a Cape Town torn paper.] 

THB STEAMBB ALABAMA AND THB PBIZB BABK 8BA BBIDB. 

The confederate steamer Alabama still remains in Table bay, but probablr. If 
the weather moderates, will leave for Simon's bay this morning. She has takea 
in some supplies, such as biscuits, &c.» and Mr. Conebrink is preparing some 
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boiler plates, aod other articles wliicb are necessaiy for tlie repair of ber nw- 
cbinerj. Captain Semmes bas not kit bis vessel (except to paj a complimeDtarj 
Tisit to H. M. Steai^er Yalorons, and tbe East India and Ixmdon Uompany's 
steamer Lady Joceljn) since bis arrival bere, and will not land at Cape Town. 
He is tborougblj alive to tbe paramonnt importance of tbe work be is engaged in, 
and pnts off all idea of relaxation and repose nntil tbe war is over, and be maj be 
able to draw a long breatb. It was bis intention to proceed to sea jesterdaj 
morning, to take ont of tbe Sea Bride sncb supplies as be wants, and tben bam 
ber, bat tbe severe weatber of yesterdaj bas prevented tbis. Tbe American 
consol and tbe colonial eovemment are meanwbue in correspondence respecting 
tbe legality of Captain Semmes's proceedings on Wednesday. Tbe consul bas 
put in tbe protest of tbe captain and mate of tbe Sea Bride to prove tbat be was 
^ witbin two mfles and a balf of land, and tberefore in nentral waters wben seized 

by tbe Alabama. Tbe government, on tbe otber band, bas got the statement of 
tbe signal-man on tbe Iion*s Rump tbat tbe bark was four miles off land, and 
of Captain Bisset, Mr. Wollaston, and otbers, tbat sbe was more tban three 
miles distant, and tberefore beyond tbe neutral line. The consul, in addition to 
tbe protest alluded to, bas received tbe evidence of tbe steward and seamen of 
tbe Sea Bride, who were left on board at tbe capture nntil Thursday. They 
state tbat on Wednesday night a signal was made from tbe Alabama to bum tbe 
bark, and tbat tar barrels were placed at different parts of tbe vessel, and ammu- 
nition piled in tbe cabin and forecastle for tbat purpose ; but a subsequent signal 
fmm the Alabama seemed to countermand tbe order, and tbe bark lay on and 
off the port. At one time sbe was witbin one mile of Green Point lifffat-house» 
and at another time about two miles from land, which is also considered contraiy 
to tbe rules of neutrality* which provide that no priie is to be taken into Brit- 
ish waters. The consul has asked that the prize be taken possession of by the 
Yalorons, until tbe question of legality is decided. Tbe government, however, 
' does not feel at present disposed to attempt any interference either with Captain 

Semmes or bis prize. 
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BEITISH LEGATION- 11 

tl 



Lord Lym^M U Mr. SewarJL 

BiiTisH Lboatioh, 

Waskhgtom, Mff X 186S. 
Sib: I have the bonor to submit to joti a protest made bj Mr. E. J. I/wk«» 
master of the brig Isabella Thompson, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, agaloat the cap- 
tore of his ship bj the United States vessel-of-war United States. 

I shall be much obliged if you will return the protest to me after taking cogat- 
sance of it. 

I have the honor to be» with high consideration, suTt.your moat obedieni; 
humble servant, 

LTON& 
Hon. William H. Sbward, ^c ^e., ^r. 



JfVetaC 



United States op Ambeica, 

State of New York, City and Counfy ofKew Torkf m: 
Bj this public instrument of protest be it known and manifest : That on 
this tweutj-ninth day of June, A. D. 1S63, personally came and appeared 
before me, Henry W. Johnson, a notary public, dulv commissioned and swom, 
in and for the State of New Tork, and dwelling in the city of New York, EbeH 
J. Locke, master of the brig Isabella Thompson, belonging to Halifax, in the 
province of Nova Scotia, who, being by me duly sworn, did solemnly declare 
and state as follows : That he, the said appearer, did, on the twenty-seventh 
day of April, A. D. 1863, set sail and depart horn Halifax aforesaid, in and 
with the said brig, as master thereof, having on board a cargo, consisting of 
lumber and fish, consigned to Messrs. Saunders & Sons, of Nassau, New ProvW 
deuce, for which port said brig was bound ; that the officer and crew of said 
brig consisted of nve persons, l^sides this appearer. That said brig arrived at 
Nassau, with said cargo, as nearlv as he can now recollect, on Xar about tho 
twentieth day of Hay last past ; tnat on her arrival there the cargo was dis- 
charged in said port, on board of lighters, and was taken on shore ; that after 
said cargo was so discharged, thb appearer was informed by the said consignees 
that they had engaged a return cargo of cotton and turpentine, to be transported 
in said brig to Halifax ; that shortly thereafter a vessel, whidi appeared to this 
appearer to be a lighter, and which he believes was a lighter, but Uie name of 
which he does not know, came from the shore out into the harbor <^ stream* 
where said bng then lay, the said lighter having some turpentine on board ; thai 
said lighter came alongside of said brig, and the said turpentine was then trans* 
fcrred to said brie ; that said lighter then returned to the shore, and soon after 
returned to said brig with a quantity of cotton, which was then transfened to 
the brig. That after said brig had so received said turpentine and cotton, this 
appearer then went on shore, and obtained a clearance, from, the proper audiori- 
25 O • 
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tiM, for H>BfaXt for which port lie sailed, with said brig and cargo, on the dxth 
daj of June instant; that said briff did not receiTe or hare on board, for her 
retom Tojage from Nassau, anj ouer cargo than that aboTe mentioned, and 
that the same was reeoTed on board of said brig in the manner and under the 
circumstances hereinbc^Me stated, and not otherwise. That after this Mppearer 
had so sailed from Nassau, he sailed direct for Halifax aforesaid, ana whoi 
within about three hundred mOes from that port said brig was boarded bj the 
United States Tessel-of-war United States, and she and said cargo was then 
seised bj the officers in command of the United States, and brought into the 
port of New York; that this appearer, and all his papers relating to the Tessd 
and cargo, and all of the crew, were likewise seized and broo^t to said last- 
mentioned port That the alleged mund of such seixure, as thb appearer was 
informed and beHeres, was that said brig had on board a caigo which had run 
the blockade at WOmington, North Carolina, and that said brig had receired 
said cargo in violation of a blockade of said last-named port, then lawfull j made 
and maintained bj the govemment of the United States. And this appearer 
declares and solemnl j states that at the time he received said cargo on board 
of said brig, at Nassau aforesaid, he had no knowledge b j what means or whea 
the same had been brought into said port, or where the same came from ; that 
the said brig was actualTj moored ana anchored in the harbor at Nassau at the 
time she received said cargo, and that the same was reedved in the usual 
manner of receiving caigo in said port. 

Wherefore the appearer, in behalf of the owners of said vessel and cargo, and 
finr all persons who are or maj be interested therein, doth declare and protest 
before me, the said notary ; and I, the said notary, at the request of the said 
appearer, do also protest against the United States, and against all and every 
person or persons whomsoever, responsible or liable, or whom these presents 
do, shall, or may concern, and hold them responsible and liable for all demur- 
rage, damage, injury, loss, wages, costs, and expenses incurred or sustained, or 
which may be incurred or sustained, by reason of the premises. 

EBEN J. LOCKE. 

This done, ^eelared, and protested, in due form of law, at my (Ace, In the 
eity of New York, the day mid year first above written, 
(u a.] HENBY W. JOHNSON. 

KoUuj Pubiie. 



ISt. Seward to Jjori L^^oms* 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Wa$hmgtmh Jnly 10, 1863. 
Uy Lord: In response to your note of the dd instant, enclosing aprotest 
made by Hr. E. J. Locke, master of the brig Isabella Thompson, of Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, anunst the capture of that vessel by the United States sbip-of-war 
United States, I have the honor to enclose to you the copy of a letter of yester- 
day, addressed to this department by the Secretary of the Navy. 
I have the honor to be your veiy obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyo.ms, iEc, Se^ Sc 



Mr. WdU9 to Mf. Smcmfd. 

Nayy Dkpartmbtt, JUy 9, 1863. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge th^ receipt of your letter of the 6th 



V 
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infltant, inTitinr mj attention to a copy of a eommnnication from ImA Ljobs, \ ) > 

accompanied by a copj of a protest made by £. J. Locke, master ofAeEagBsk }[, ] 

brig Isabella Thompson, relatifre to the captore of that vessel ly *• VmSUi > 

Sutes steamer United States on the 19th nltimo. 

The Isabella Thompson has donbtle^s ere this passed into the kuds ef Am 
prize court at New York, to which she was sent for adjudication, and the potics 
interested must abide the decision of that court; which tribimal wiD, wftlMMi 
doubt, give a just decision upon the seizure, and award ample daaage 
the seizure have been illegal and wanton. 

Very respectfully, icc^ i j. » 

^ *^ -^ GIDEON WELLES* \) 

Secretary fftU Nmwg. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd. . 
Secretary of SUUe. 



Mr. Seward to L&rd Ly^ms. :| i 

rAeeompaniment to note of the i8th Jiilj, 1863» knitted in fonMr p^bfieMOM.] ' \ \ 

M ! 

Mr. Seumrd to Smor Dam O^bHd Gmnim y IUmtv. \ | \ 

r ^ 

Dbpabtmbnt or Statb. \ \ 

WasAimgUm, My 10. 186X \ \ * 

Sir ! I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your note of the 7tk : ! J 

instant, which was delivered to me yesterday, together with its accompanimenta» | : 

being communications with documents from her Catholic Majesty's eonsiil aft : «J 

Key West p 

In these papers John J. Pearce represents himself to be a British snlject. and '. j \ 

master of the British steamer Victor. He also represeuU that the said yesad. 
being a neutral, engaged in a lawful voyage, without even contraband of war on 
board, was, on the 2Sth day of May last, brought to and captured withia Aa : \ 

limit of two and a quarter miles of the island of Cuba, and so within Aa va- ' f 

Suestioned maritime jurisdiction of Spain, by the United States war strafr ' ; 

uniata. Captain Stevens, and was taken as a prize into Key West, That the ^ 

United States boarding officer who made the seizure, while engaged ia the cw* I , 

ture, conducted himself not only in a rude and extravagant, hot m an iDegal» \ { 

manner; and that he stated to the aforementioned John J. Pearce. in jastilica- 1 

tion of the seizure, that the orders of Admiral Wilkes were to detain sttd maka ; i 

prize of any English vessel that should come out firom the Havana and shoald • j 

shape her course for Key West It is also represented in the same paper diat j ;; 

the captain and crew of Uie Victor were rigorously imprisoned at Key West and > 

that Mr. Maxwell, executive officer of the Juniata, having been presented to a ; ^ 

certain Mrs. Beck with, residing at Key West stated to her that theeaptnre waa 
made two and a half miles from the coast of Cuba ; but that for the reason that 
this might give rise to a reclamation by the Spanish govemiaent he had noted 
in the captain's minutes that the Victor was taken at a distance often miles from 
the coast; which statement of Mr. Maxwell liad been brought by the aforaaaid 
female to the knowledge of Rear^ Admiral Bailey and CapUin Templa. 

If these representations are true, then the capture and all the proeeedings Al- 
lowing it are not only illegal, but they are in violation of dia a o v eie j ^n ty af 
Spain, and equally in violation of the known and express direc^iens of this gor- 
emment In that case they will be disavowed. The officera who coansftted 
them will be visited with severe punishment, and full satisfactkwi wiD bapiaaipdj 
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awarded hy Am g o fr e n un ent to lier CathoBc KajcatVa ao T miBWjit , to^edier 
with iadeimutj to all the partiea who haTe been a g gncred, Thk goTennnent 
will kee no time im inmiring into the tnith of these repretentatioiia* and whem 
the fiula are ascertained I s^D at once make them kiiowato to«, together with 
the dedekm of the Fre«de&t of the Umted Sutes therenpoa, for the mfomatioa 
of jovr g.ireremeiit. 

In the meantime I haTeitinmjpowertoxdieTethe ease of itai^graTations. 
Bear-Admiral Wilkes acctdentallj came into mj chamber when I was rending 
your note. I snbmittcd it to his penisal» and he informed me that no snch orders as 
are there attributed to him were erer giren bj him or bj his anthoritj or per* 
mission. Ahhoogh not siKicisllj informed of the oiptore in qneslion, he 1ms in- 
direct] j reeerred some information on the subject^ and his statements indnee a 
presomption that other and material portions of the representations are entmeons. 

I haTe the honor to be» with high consideration, sir, jonr obedient serrant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Sefior Son Gabsibl Gabcu t Tassaea, ^e^ Se^ 4e. 



I 



Mr. SoMfrfto SeMT Tasssfa. 
tonotaof theieihof Ja^,1863; oodtted la fooMr pahBcstkn.] 
DBFAMTUmHT OP StATB» 

WaMAhifi0m, My 18» 1863. 

Sib : Befemi^ to joor note of the 7th instant, and to mj reply of the 9th 
instant* rehuiro to the capture of the Victor, I haTe now the honor to inform 
on that it appears that a report npi >n the subject had nrerioBelj been receired 
»y the Seeretaiy of the NaTj from the commander of the Juniata, which repre* 
sents that the Victor, at the time of her capture, was distant about eight imles 
from the Cuban coast, and that» although her pi^^ers were mainly eorrect, jet bj 
the adnussion of one of the erew» as wdU as from the nature of the drcunutantial 
evidence c<mnected with the case, the Tessel was uxidoubtedl j intended to run 
the blockade. Though bound ostensibly for liatamoras» h» cargo is stated 
to haTe been oitirely unsuited for that pjaee. 
< Mr. WeUes wiO, however, require a further report upon the subject, which, 

when recdTed, may enable this department to address to yon an additionsl eom- 
mnnicatiMi in regwd to it. 

I avail myself of this occasion to offer to yon renewed assnrances of my vefy 
^ high eonndmitioQ. 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
I SdLor Son Gabribl GABaa v Tassaba, ^e^ ^e^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward f Lord Lyam. 



Depabtmbnt op Statb» 

Watkimgtom^ Avgtut h 1863. 
My Loan : Bcferring to my note of the 18th ultimo* relative to the capture 
of the firi&h steamer Victor by the United Sutes steamer Juniata, I uave 
the honor to enclose to yon the copy of a commmunication of the day before 
yesterday, addressed to this department by the Secretaiy of the Kavy. 

• 38lh CongTMs, 1st MMloa, Home Ex. Dm. Hsw 1, pegs «nt 
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I araO mytelf of tbb opportnni^ to icnew to your krlfthip Oe aemimiee of 

^ ^ WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

Bi|;lit Hod. Lok» Ltons. |e^ |e^ fe. 



Mr.WtOtBUMr.Siwmrd 

Nayt Dbpaitmbnt, J«/jr 30» 1863. 
Sib : Referring to m j commanication to you, dated the 16th iastant* on the 
subject of the coiuplunt of the Spanish minbter that the Jnniata had commhtoi 
an aggression within Uie iurisdictioual waters of Cnba* in the seisnre of the 
steamer Victor, on the 2Sth of Maj last, I have the honor to transmit herewitk 
an additional report from Commander T. H. Stevens, made in eompliance witk 
an order of the department, in which he reiterates his statement that the capture 
was made eight miles from More Castle, and refers to other matters complained oL 
I am, vexT respectfuU v, drc^ 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary rftke Nmvy. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 

Seeretary ^ SUiie. 



CMMicaier Stceew to Mr* fTcOts. 

Erie, JUy 24. 1863. 

Sir: In reply to your communication of the 16th instant, concerning tho 
seizure of die English steamer Victor by the Juniata, under my command, I 
beg leave to state that the capture was made on the evening of the 28th ]!faj» 
Moro Castle then bearing E.SE., (true,) distant 8 miles, and that this result was 
arrived at from numerous cross bearings, taken for the purpose of determining 
the exact position of the vessel, by the master of. the Juniata, Mr. Kauts, by 
my orders. I was thus particular, as I thought it not unlikely the question of 
jurisdiction might arise, to be prepared for it. In addition to this,! directed 
the first lieutenant of the Juniata to get the opinion of the officers upon the 
subject, all of whom agreed upon the distance being as great at least as re- 
ported ; and, moreover, when I inquired of Captain Fearce, upon his coming on 
board the Juniata, how far he thought the nearest land was distant, he replied 
about five miles, which neariy agrees with die bearing and distance of Mors 
Castle, as reported. 

In regard to the conduct of Mr. Simpson, the boarding officer of the Victor. 
as char^ in the statement of Captain Pearce, I have only to say diis is tbo 
first intimation I have had of any such complaint ; if Captmn Pearce had any 
ground for just complaint, he had ample opportunity to have made known his 
grievance before. 

The officers and crew of the Victor were kept in confinement at the request 
of the prize commissioner, to prevent their being tampered with untQ be ooold- 
procure their evidence accordmg to law. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

T. U. STEVENS, Ommtmitr. 

Hon. Secbbtary op thb Nayt. 



ii lUM.^mn 
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fVtiii Brki$k Ltg^i'^mu 
itemorandum^^Case tf the Mami Blame. 

AuGiryT 10, ISdX 

In a note dated tbe ISih of July Lord Ljont obserred tLat on being !n- 
Ibrmed hj Mr. Seward that directionft to proceed to the asseMment of damages 
m this case would be given to Rear-Admind Bailej, he would, on his part, take 
care that proper directions should be sent to Mr. Yice-Gonsul BntterfieU. 

Lord Lyons is waiting for this information before taking any further steps. 



JMr. F. W. Seward ta Ou Horn. William SiwarL 

Depastmbnt op Statb» 

Wa4kingf4m, Amgutt 26, 1863. 
Sib : Wiih referenee to Lord Lyons's note of the dd of this month, * relatiTe 
to the complaint of Messrs. Tootal, Broadhurst & Lee, British merchants, re> 
siding at New York, and to the subject of the interference of the United States 
government genendlj with the trade carried on between New York and the 
Bahamas, I uve the honor to enclose to you the copy of a communication of 
the 22d instant, addressed to this department by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

FREDERICK W. SEWARD, 

Acting Sfcreiarp. 
Hon. WiLUAM Stuast, Se^ Ac^ Se. 



Mr. Ckm$4 U Mr. Sewmri. 

TsEASuav Dbpabtmbnt, 

AtigMH 88, 1863. 
. Sir : I have the honor to return to you the letter of Lord Lyons, covering 
the eomplaint of Messrs. Tootal, Broadhurst & Lee, transmitted with your let* 
ter of 7tB instant. This correspondence was sent to the collector at New York 
for his report, of which I send a copy. 

The question at issue is the expediency and propriety of the Treasury in- 
structions to Collector Barney, of May 23, 1862, of which I send you a copy. 
It is difficult to perceive upon what grounds British merchants can claim in 
American ports any rights not couched to American merchants. It may be, 
however, tnat some merchants of every nation may hesitate to give the bond 
required on tbe supposition that the last clause of die second paragraph of the 
Treasury Circular may impose responsibUity for acts of parties not employed 
by them, and not in any way under their control. Such is not the construc- 
tion eiven to the requirement in this department ; and to remove all pretext of 
complaint, the collector at New York and other ports will be instructed to re- 

2uire only substantial security that such goods, wares, or merchsndise shall not 
e transported to any place under insurrectionary control, and shall not, in any 
way, be used io give aid or comfort to such insurgents with or by tbe eonsent, 
pennission« or connivance of the owners, shippers, carriers, or consignees 

* 38lh Congrefs, 1st SMtiMi, House Ex. Deo. Ko. 1, peg* ^^^ 
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thereof. This will exonermte exporters after the goods have arrived at the port 
of destinatioo and have heen disposed of in good ^th, otherwise than in aid of 
the rchellion bj the consignees, from all responsibilitv fcur the acts of persons 
who do not derive their contrcd over the goods direetlj from the exporter 
With great respect* 

S. P. CHASEp 
Seereiafy ofiA§ Tretumy. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabdw 

Secretary ^ SiaU. 



Gollbctob'8 Office, Custois Housb, 

New York, AuguH 11, 1863. 

' Sia : I am in recdpt of your letterof the 8th instant, enclosing to me a letter 
to joa from the Secretary of State, which last covered a despatch from Lord 
Lyons in r<>^rd to shipments, or proposed shipments, of goods from this port to 
Nassau, by Messrs. Tootal, Broadhorst and Lee, and at yoor request have th# 
honor to report thereon. 

I have caused inquiry to be made at the proper bureau of this office, and 



not learn that thosegentlemen ever shipgcdror proposed to ship, any jgjoods from 

" * "^ ■ ' " ible, however, that 



this port to Nassau, or elsewhere in the Bahamas. It is possit 
they may have dohe either the one or the other. At all events, if they have, 
(and this will meet the main point of your inquiry,) no unusual terms have been 
imposed, or suggested, in respect to any shipment of goods, either msde or pro- 
posed to be made by those gentlemen to the Bahamas or elsewhere. 
I return herewith the letter of the Secretary of State. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. P. CLINCH, 
Asiiitant Collector. 
Hon. S. P. Chasb, 

Secretary of tike Treanury. 



Lard Lyons to Mr, SewarJL 

Washinotow, October 29, 1863. 

SiK : Her Majesty's government have considered the note which yon did me 
the honor to address to me on the 4th of August last,* respecting the case of 
the Blanche, and they have instructed me to express to you their regret that 
they cannot accept that note as a satisfactory answer to the representadoa 
which I had the nonor to make to you by their order, on the 1st of the samt 
month.t 

Your note states that Commander Hunter has been visited with the censure of 
the United States government for having intentionally violated the maridms 
jurisdiction of Spain, but it alleges that this outrageous and indefensible proceed* 
ing on the part of a United States officer imposes no obligations on the govern- 
ment of the United States to indemnify those upon whom that officer, acting 
in the name and under the flag and authority of his government, has inflicted « 
very grievous injury. 

* 38th Congress, Ist SMsioii, House Ex. Doc No. 1, pegs 06S. 

t Ml., page 660. 
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To tins tier Majesty's goYernmeiit fed bound to repi j« dist the censure of 
Commander Hunter, or eren his dismissal from die United States narj, for a 
gross and deliberate violation of international law. can eonstitnte no snbstantial 
redress to the owners of die Blanche and of her cargo; and that the propoei- 
tion that the United States e;oTemment is nnder no obligations to inaemnify 
those whom that officer has ii^ored is one which no ncntral state, sensible of tM 
duty of protecting its subjects, can be expected to admit. 

As to the actual burning of the Blanche, and the other facts In the case, an 
attentiTO consideration of jour note has not changed the views of her ^lajestv's 
government. The^ have already fully expressed their opinion with r^ard to 
th» part of the subject, and to that opinion they adhere. 

Her Majesty's government observe that It was from the first obvious that 
there would be conflicting statements as to who the persons were who actually 
set fixe to tlie vessel, but they maintain that the true cause of the vessel being 
set on fire, whoever did that act, was the unlawful ageression of Captain Hunter, 
and for that act. and its consequences, they but regaid the United States govern* 
ment as responsible. They consider that, independenUy of all other evidence, 
the origmal protest made before the British consul at the Havana, on the 10th of 
October. 1S6% though H does not state who set fire to the Blanche, ought, in the 
peculiar circumstances of this case, to satisfy the United States government 
that the burning? of the ship was either the act of the wrong-doer himself or the 
cooscqnence of his aggression. 

With respect to the snggesUon that they ought to have produced before the 
court-martial evidence rebuttiuK Captain Hunter's statements, her Majesty's 

Svemment observe that it Is oovious that they eonld not. with any regard to 
5 Queen's dignity or to international usage, have ta&en part In the proceedings 
of the court-martial holden by the United States government upon the conduct 
of Its own officer. 

But the second position upon which your note rests the refusal to indemnify 
die victims of this outrage involves considerations which are. In the opinion of 
her Majesty's government, of the most serious and important character. That 
pontion appears indeed to her Majesty's government to be partly and osten- 
sibly one of fact, but to be principally and in truth one of law. It is maintained 
in your note that the government of the United States is entitied to treat the 
Blanche either as a United States ship or as a confederate vessel, never validly 
transferred to any British owner. The words are : ** The General Rusk was 
notoriously an American vessel, and it is not satisfactorily shown in the ca^ that 
the tide in her has ever been in good faith and lawfully vested in any subject 
of Great Britain ;" and further on It is stated, ** that the judge of the United 
States for the southern district of Florida has recendy decided in two cases 
very similar in their circumstances, namely, that of the Emma and her cargo, 
and that of the Florida, that such a transfer, though apparendy regular, is, in 
point of fiust, collusive, and therefore a firaud upon the belligerent right of diis 
government under the law of nations.*' 

Her Majesty's government find it difficult to suppose that the judgments in 
the cases menticmed can afiect the demand made by them for compensation to 
the owners of the Blanche and her cargo. In those cases the question of tide 
was, her Majesty's government presume, raised before prixe courts, competent to 
adjudicate thereon according to the rules of prize law applicable to the case of 
ships captured on the high seas, and claimed against the captors on the ground 
of transfers from belligerents to neutrals. Such transfers during war are not 
generally unlawful, though prize courts are entided to require strict evidence of 
their hanajidet in all respects. -But her Majesty's government cannot look upon 
the present case of the Blanche as one of lawful capture or destruction, nor as 
one in which the United States government is entided to throw upon the reeis- 
tered British owners the burden of establishing, by any evidence ney ond and in 
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addition to the doenmeats whicb liare been prodaced. the Taliditf of his tiUa. 
Her Majesty's goyernment coDsider that no American prise eonrt has anj Juris- 
diction in this case, and that even if the Blanche were the p o p ci tj ^ the 
enemies of the United States, it would be tbedutj of the Spanish govemmentt 
in the due observance of the oblintions of nentralitj, to protect her owners from 
the loss consequent upon the unlawful attack upon her within Spanish waters, 
and her Majesty's government are of opmion that it would be no answer to the 
demand of die Spanish gOTemment for redress to say that if she had beea 
captured beyond those waters, she might have been condemned as good piue. 

In point of fact, however, the attack was made upon the Blanche while she 
was sailing under the British flag and with a lawful British register, and the 
title of her British owners is, and according to law ought to be, recognised of her 
Majesty's government as valid* Her Majesty's government observe, moreover, 
that no evidence whatever has been produced on tlie part of the United States 
government to throw the slightest doubt upon the title, and her Majesty's gov* 
emmeot consider that it is for the government of the United States to dispUee, 
if it can, by sufficient evidence, the title of the registered owner, which is valid 
according to Englbh law, and which, till displaced, eives that owner a right to 
British protection, the attack upon the ship having been confessedly unlawful, 
to whomsoever she might belong. Her Majesty's government cannot, therefore^ 
admit that it is incumoent on them to trace the earlier history of the title to 
this ship, or to produce the sentence of any confederate prise court by which 
she was condemned, though there probably might be no difficulty in aoing so, 
if the General Rusk was in fact a federal vessel captured by the so-styled 
confederates. 

It is true that no such " sentence or judgment has been thus fiur shown to have 
been passed, and no such court has been shown to exist;" but neither has it 
been shown that this vessel ever belonged to any citizen of the States adhering 
to the United States government, or to any other person than Mr. W. L. Smith, 
of Galveston, by whom she was transferred on the 31st of July, 1862, by 
regular bills of sale, to Mr. Wigg, her British owner. " Notoriety," whatever 
meaning that word may be held to convey, cannot be accepted by her Majesty's 
government in lieu of proof, and her Majesty's government maintain that it is 
not for them, but for the government of the United States, to lay. the ground, 
by proof of the necessary matters of fact, for the discussion in this case <tf the 
question of the validity of a sentence of condemnation by a confederate priaa 
court, if it be really intended to raise that question. 

Her Majesty's government cannot, however, but remember that whOe it is 
observed in your note that no such facts at present appear in this case, and that 
it is not necessary to decide the question, which it is erroneously said that her 
Majesty's government have indicated as arising in it, yet it is plainly enough 
intimated that the government of the United States is prepared, if necessary, 
.to maintain the position that the United States are entitled to deny the compe- 
tency of all confederate prize courts, and the validity of all their sentences in 
all questions as to title to ships arising between the United Stotes and any 
neutoal government. 

Stripped of all ambiguous and superfluous language, the position thus as* 
sumed appears to her Maj^ty's government to be truly and simply this, namely: 
That the United States government having demanded and obtained for itself 
fand incident only to a belligerent, and hiving exercised these rights to the 
rom all neatral states the peculiar righu accruing only during a state of war, 
ereat annoyance and distress of neutral commerce, now declares that it m-illnot 
aischarge Uie corresponding duties of a belligerent ; now denies that its enemy 
has any right to establish a prise court, and announces iU determination not to 
respect any title to property condemned by such court, though such a title be 
one which is uoiversally recognised by civilised states, and though neutral 
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sUtes hxvt a Tight to insist that such a eomi shaD ba titstKAcd la tha t e nitwj f 
^ /oeeQ occupied b j the so-styled Conledeiata Slatca. Upon these principM 
it is, in the opinion of htr Majesty's goTernaMnt» nuaileat that the mamtenanca 
of a blockade, the search* Tint, detentioB,and cwsdfinstion of nentnd ships, 
pat in practice bj the United States, instead of beia|^ lawftd acta, wonld be aa 
many acts of unjustifiable violence, insult, and wisng, 

In the event of snch a position being s erion rl y auuntained by the United 
States goyemment, her Migesty's gOTernment will led bomd to address to that 
goTemmentafturther and fuller remoostranea ob the auljeet They haTO^ in tha 
mean time, instructed me to ask your attention to the aigusMnts and eoMidgia 
tiotts set forth in the present note. 

I have the honor to be^ with the highest wmsldsffstinn^ sir, yo«r moat oba> 
dient. humble serraaiv 

LYONS. 

Hob. WiLLiAii SL Sbwauo* ^Cn^e^^ 



Lord Lymu f Mr gr— lA 

I WaanxoToif • Oetoher 30, 186SL 

I Sia : Her Majesty's goyemment hare again eonsidered the correspondence 

I on the subject of the restrictions imposed br the United States anthorities upon 

^ the trade carried on between New x ork and the Bahama islands, and they have 

! given their special attention to the note whic^ was addressed to Mr. Stmut by 

) the acting Seoetary of State on the 26th of Augwt last, in answer to the re- 

\ monstranccmade by me in execution of the oidcraof her Majes^'s goTemment, 

\ in my note to you of the 3d of the same moath.* 

- Her Majesty's eovemmaat are willing to hope that so £v as the particular 

I question of cancelling the bonds is concerned, that special grievance may be 

eimddered to be now redressed. But her Majes^S goTemment retain their 

former opinion with respect to the original unlawlnjiiess of requiring such bonds 

i . to be entered into by British merchants, and to the inconsistency of such a pro- 

] eeedine with the trea^ obligations subsisling between Great Britain and the 

I United States; and further, they continue to ikaaik that the real olject and ten* 

I dency of t^ measure is to innoyate upon the established principU» of intema- 

\ tional law, and to supply the deficiencies of an inadequate blockade by domestic 

, legislation extended beyond the due linuts, to the injury of the rights of neu- 

j trals under commerdal treaties. Notwithstanding the disclaimers of the United 

I Statergoyemment as to this latter point, her Majesty's goyemment find it im- 

,' possible, after reading the several reports of the collector at New York to the 

; Secretary of the Treasury, as well as the note which you yourself did Mr. 

t Stuart the honor to address to him on the 18th of August, 1862,t to doubt tha 

I direct connexion between this measure and the blockade. 

I Her Majesty's goyemment are unable to accept the last replies of the goyem- 

{ ment of the Lnitdl Stotes as su£5cient and satisfiictory, because those replies 

express the determination of the goyemment still to insist on exacting bonds, 

] by which the carriers of goods on shipboard, for bona fide ddivciy to consignees 

at Nassau, are made responsible for any subsequent acto of those consignees with 

regard to snch eoods. Uer Majesty's goyemment sUll conceiye the exaction of 

auch bonds to be a denial to British snljecte concerned in the trade with the 

Bahamas of the righte secured to them by treaty, and th^ cannot consider that 

; •38tliCoiMrreM,lstseiriMi,H<iaMEz.I>scKo.l,p.en. 

[ t37th Coiifraf8,3dseuion,HmM£z.I>oe.No.l, P.S74. 



DIPLOUATIO CORSX6POHDSHCS. 895 

H b anj iwUfiaitioa to wy duil if the dtiiem of Um United States were to em * 
gage in the eame tTade,simnar bonds would be exacted from tbem also. Her 
Majest/'s government have deemed it to be nnneeessaiy to repeat tbe arguments 
or enter again into the reasons for the opiaion entertained on Uiis snl^ect bj ber 
Majesty's government, which have alreadj been fullj made known to the gov- 
ernment of the United States; but her Majestjr's government have instructed 
me to state to 70a that thej consider that those arguments have not beea 
refuted. 

I have the honor to be^ with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient» 
humble servant* 

LYONS. 



Lord Lymu f Mr. SemmrJL 

Washinoton t October 31» 1863. 
Sin : Her Majesty's government have had under their consideration the 



of the British steamer v ictor, which was captured bj the United States cruiser 
Juniata, in the vicinity of the island of CqImu in the monUi of Hay laslU Her 
Majesty's government have given particdar attention to the note wnich you did 
me the honor to address me on tbe 18th July,* and to the copj which was an- 
nexed to it of a note addn^ssed by yon to my Spanish colleague on the 10th of 
the same month; and her Majestv's government regard the promises made in 
thosj9 notes as fiadr and just, and ao not doubt that Uiey will be faithfullj per- 
formed* 

It is^ however, my duty to state to you that her Majesty's government look 
upon the case of the Victor as one of a most serious character. 

The information which has reached her Majesty's government would lead to 
the conclusion that the Juniata lay in wait tot the victor in a neutnd harbor* 
and followed her thence with the intention of capturing her. It has, moieovert 
been represented to her Majestv's government that the victor was even captured 
within neutral jurisdiction, and that the crew were treated not onlj as prisoneis 
of war, which was unjustifiable, but even as felons, which was still more unwar- 
rantable. 

Her Majesty^s eovemment have accordingly instructed me to insist that tho 
WTones complained of shall be speedily investigated, and that if the truth of the 
complaints shall be establbhed, prompt redress shall be given. And her Ma- 
jesty's government have directed me to declare, in the most distinct and positive 
manner, that subjects of the Queen are not, because thev happen to be tneerew 
of a vessel captured on suspicion of breaking a blockade, to be treated as pris- 
oners of war, and that still less are they to be subjected to a confinement wnich 
injures their health, or to indignities which degrade their character. 

The notes which ^ou were so good as to write to me on the 1st of Aunst 
last, and on the 9th m8tant,t were not before her Majesty's government inien 
they issued the instructions ; in pursuance of which I have done myself the 
honor to submit to you the preceding observations. These additional notes and 
papers accompanying them will, without doubt, be carefully considered by her 
Majesty's government. I deem it right, however, to lose no time in reminding 
you of the coropluint made by the master, mate, and engineer of the Victor, thai 
they were cruelly treated in Fort Taylor, at Key West, as I do not find an^ 
information on this very serious part ot the case in your two last notes or thev 
enclosures. 

* 38th Congreta, Ist setfion, Hoom Ex. Doc No. 1, p. 670. Ths sccompanSmenfts to tUs 
note appear in this correipondeDce under their dates of July 10th and 18th, 186S. 
t38tJi Congreti, 1st toMlon, Uoofs Ex. Doc — ^ p. On. 
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IhaTeihe lioiHMr to b^ with die liiglMst connderatioii, sir* jonr most obedient, 
bunUe eerranty 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiujAM H. SswABD. ^e^ie^^c 



Lord XjfOM to Mf. Seward. 

Wa8HIXgton» Kovetmler 2, 1803. 

Sib ; I deem It to be mj dotj to call tbe attentioD of tbe gOTcrnmcnt of tbe 
United States to representaUons wbicb have been made to me that the British 
ship Sir William Peel was captured on the 11th of September last, while at 
andior In Mexican waters near Hatamoras* bj the United States gunboat 
Seminole. 

In order to pnt jon in possession of the informadon which has reached me 
on the subject. I hare the honor to transmit the following docnmento to yon : 

i. Gop7 of a despatch from the acting British consul at New Orleans, dated 
September 30, 1863. 

2. Protest of the master, first officer, and second stewaid of the Sir William 
Peel, dated September 29, 1863. 

3. diart stated to show the position of the Seminole at the time she was cap* 
tmed. 

4. Copy of letter from Mr. Mirrieles to the acting consul, dated September 

5. Extract from a report from Commander Martin, of her Majesty's ship 
Buzzard, to Vice-Admiial Sir Alexander Milne, dated October 2» 1863. 

I b^ you to be so good as to send the protest and the chart back to me. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^e^ ifc^ ^e. 



j JTr. CofpeUuMr. BtumrL 

' British Consulatb, 

[ Kcw OrUanSf September 30, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a protest made before me by th^ 
master and two of the crew of the British steamship Sir William Peel against 
^ seizure, &c by the United States gunboat Seminole. 

From the protest it will be seen that the Sir William Peel at the time of cap* 
j ture was at anchor in Mexican waters, off the mouth of the Rio Grande, taking 

t in cargo of cotton from Matamoras, and seized on suspicion of having an un- 

iiuually large crew, and of having 11-inch guns on board. 
With r^ard to the crew, it consists of between forty and fifty officers and 
} men — a proper complement for a steamship the size of the Sir William Peel. 

- As to the guns, the master of the steamship informs me, and it is stated in the 

protest, that he offered to take out the cotton, then on board, in order to convince 
j the commander of the Seminole of his mistake, but to no purpose, the vessel 

being kept possession of without search having been made. 
; As to any other probable causes that would tend to the capture of the steam- 

i ship Sir William Peel, I beg to state that, from information derived from the 

I master, I learn that the cargo taken into Matamoras was shipped by Messrs. 

A. & T. Henxy & Co.* of Manchester; tiiat there was not shipped a package 
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tbat could be considered contraband* legal opinion baying been taken previona 
to its BLipmcnt on the Peel at LiverpooU and the master has handed me receipts 
for Uie cargo, beioe delivered at Matarooras. The cotton that was on board at 
the time of seisiire nad been shipped from Matamoras by Messrs. Millelio Sc Co^ 
merchants of that place» and thev had taken fbe precaution to haTe certificates 
from the United States consul there to the effect that the cotton was shipped 
from Matamoras. 

Some time before the Sir William Peel was seised bj the Seminole, the 
master having been informed by parties on shore that the eommander of the 
United States ganboat Princess Kojal was making inoniiy about his vessd* 
and intended taking the bearings of the Sir William Peal to ascertain if she 
was in Texas waters, and as his vessel was then in shallow water he thought it 
prudent to move the Peel into deeper, and consequently further into Mexican 
waters. The position of the vessel at the time of seisure is shown by tbe chart 
which I have the honor to enclose herewith. 

By the first opportunity it is my intention to write to her Majesty's vice-con- 
sul at Matamoras for the ship's papers, and to request him to obtain from the 
Mexican authorities documents in corroboration of the statement of the master 
of the Sir WiUiam PeeL 

The acting Mexican consul here communicates with the minister m Wash* 
ingtou on this subject, and also of the seizure of another vessel. The Flying 
Scud, which was taken under circumstances of a simflar nature. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith an original letter written at my request 
by Mr. Mirrieles, which gives the purport of a conversation between him and 
Captain Woolsey, of the United Sutes navy, on the subject of the seixure of 
this vesseL 

Commander Martin, of her Majesty's ship Buzzard, now in this port, will 
inform Vice- Admiral Sir A. Milne of the particulars of the seizure as he learned 
them at Matamoras and from the master here, and I transmit another copy of the 
protest in order that it may reach Sir A. Milne, with such remarks as yon deem 
proper. 

I have the honor, Bee. 

GEORGE COPPELL, Acting QmnL 
Hon. Mr. Stuart, Sfc^ Sfc^ Sfc 



Eztrad qf a letter^ dated October 2, ISG^from Camwmmitr Martin^ her Mmjutjft Mf &»• 
zard^ to Viet-Admiral Sir A, jift/iie, K, C. B, 

•* At Matamoras Captain Hunt informed me that the Sir William Peel, English 
steamship, had been seized by the United States gunboat Seminole and sent to 
this port as a prise. At the time of her capture she was in Mexican waters; 
her papers in poesessiou of the English consul at that port, and she was taking 
in cotton, havmg 904 bales already on board, expectmg to take in 300. No 
preliminary investigation was made by the United States officer. 

•* On mv arrival here I found the vessel already in the prize court ; her master 
gives me her position when captured, as in the enclosed chart. 

** Her Majesty's consul is forwarding through the embassy n copy of the pro- 
test of the master of the vesseL 

** I called on Commodore Bell, the senior officer of the United States navy at 
this place, on my arrival, and told him I was surprised that the Sir William 
Peel bad been placed in a prize court His answer was to the efiect that his 
government bad particular information about this vessel, which he supposed I 
was unaware of. I told him no preliminary investigation had been made by 
her captor. He said in such a posiUon it was impossible to make a proper 
examination." 
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Mr. 



Nbw Oslbajis. SepiewAo' 30, 1863. 

Sii : At jour i[^^Kst I «obj<HD die vnbstanoe ef a eoarcntatiott wUch pMsed 
Wtween GapCua Woobey, of Uie United Steles gnboei PrinoeM Rojel, end 
mjidft OA Setordej trtmmg^ the 26th instaiit, in the tk. Chariet Hotel, in this 
city, __^ 

The ceptve of the Ifoitidi steenwhip Sir Williaa Ped having been intio- 
dneed, Ciq^ain AFoolaej said that he r^;ietted it Terr mn^ as he was satisfied 



that^ when captnred hj the Seminole there existed no Inst eanse for tnA a 
pfoeeeding, and that tlie United States had no plea for detaining the vessd* 
and wonkL have to paj heaTj damages ; that the captain of the S^inole wonld 
or ought to be cashiered, as he had bdMved in a most violent and nnjnstifiable 
manner, inasmuch as he knew that he (Captain Woolscy) had prevkmslj over- 
haaled the Ped and foond ha all mhL 

It wss farther stated b j Captain Woolsej that subsequent to the tisss dmt 
he had oveihauled the stesmer she had removed her position a mile or more 
further into Mexican waters, where she lay when captured. 
M am, cdCm ^tTi, 

JOHN D. imiRniKFA 

X COPPBLL, £SI|. 



Bamsn CoitaouiTC, 
Xew OrleoMM^ Seytamher 30, 1863. 
The sbove statement, his voluntaiy act, was signed bj the above-named 
John D. Mirrilees, a person to me known, and wortbj of credit, in mj 
[l. 8.1 presoictt. , J. COPPELU 

Her Britamnie Maje»i^9 Acting CmumL 



Mr. F. W. Seward t0 Lard Lyama 

Dbpabtmkxt op Statb, 

Waskimgtam, Katiemher 4, 1863. 

Ut Loan : I have the honor to scknowledge the receipt of jour note of the 
31st ultimo, relative to the case of the British steamer Victor, captured by the 
United States cruiser Juniata, in the month of If aj last, and to inform jon 
that a copj of it will be communicated to the Secretarr ai War with a view to 
an investigation being made into the complaint of the master, mate, and 
engineer of the Victor, of cruel treatment in Fort Taylor, Key West. In the 
mean time I have the honor to enclose for your information the accompanying 
eopT of a letter of the 2^ «)f September last, from the acting attorney gener^ 
ci the United Sutes, and of the letter from the United States district attorney 
at Key West, to whidi it rehtes. 

I liave the honor to be, with high considenaion, your lordship*s obedient 
aervanCv 

F. W. SEWARD. Aetimg Semtent. 

B%fat Hon. LoBO Lrom. 
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Mr. C^fkji t0 Mir. 

AtTOENBY GbNBBALV OPFICBt 

Washimgtcm, September 2% 1868. 
Sib : I have the honor to encloae yoa a copy of a letter from Thomas J. 
Bojnton, esquire* United States district attornej t Key West, Florida, 
received at this office in response to a letter of inquiry addressed to him by me» 
at yoor request, relative to the case of the prise steamer Victor. 
Very respectfullyt your ob^ieut servant* 

T. J. COFFEY. 
Acting Attorney GmerdL 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary qf State. 



Mr. Bogmiom U Mr. Bmim. 

Unitbd States Pistbict Attobxby's OppfCB, 

Key West, AMguet 6, 1863. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th 
ultimo, concerning th^ case of the prize steamer Victor, and to reply : 

First. The case of the Victor has been heard in this court. The decree was 
in favor of the claimant, restoring the vesseL I thought it my duty to appeal 
to the Supreme Court, and did so. 

Secondly. The vessel was captured a short time after leaving the port of 
Havana. The witnesses speak of the capture as having taken nlace about six 
miles from the Moro Castle. The master, in his claim, weges that the capture 
was made within three miles of a point of land to the westward of the entrance 
of the harbor, which the captors stoutly deny. 

Thirdly. One of the witnesses, the cabin-boy of the Victor, who was « 
deserter from the capturing vessel, swears that he was told by the shipping 
master, in the presence of the master of the Victor, that the Victor was a 
blockade runner, and that she was going to run the blockade, as he understood, 
on the voyage for which he had been shipped. 

The freight agreed to be paid for carrying the cargo to Matamoras was about 
one-half the invoice value of the goods, l^he wages pa^d the engineers and 
crew of the Victor was at least double the usual wages for similar services. 

Notwithstanding these extraordinary expenses, and the usual long delay in 
discharging cargoes outside of Matamoras bar, (the vessel could not pass the 
bar,) tliere was no charter-party and no provision or agreement for lay days or 
demurrage at Matamoras. 

A motion for leave to invoke the master's deposition in another case, where, 
as in the present case, the master, Pcarce, claimed to be the owner as well as 
the master of the vessel, and in which the shippers of the cargo were the same 
parties who. shipped the greater portion of the Victor's cam>, and where the 
master himself swore that he was captured in the vicinity of Uedar Keys in the 
Gulf of Mexico, and was bound to Bay Port, in the State of Florida, was refused 
by the court. It is almost impossible, in such a communication as this, to state 
clearly all the minuta circumstances of a prise cause which may point either 
towaras condemnation or restitution. 

Fourth. It seems to me the Victor must be condemned in the Supreme Court. 
I am, iK/^ 

THOMAS J. BOYNTON. 
_ ^ ^ Okitcd Statee Attamew. 

Hon. Edwabd Batb8» 

AUomey General^ Waekimgtom, 
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Mr. Sewmrd i0 L&rd Laytu. 

BSFAIITMEIVT OP StATB, 

Was^tMgiOM, JVorrmAff- 13, 1863, 
ITv LoBfi : With rtfcTeiMe to your comTnunkation of iHc 2d bfUiat, rdsliT^t 
to til e capture of the Britisli meaiDsLip Sir William Peel, i34*flr ^latamormt, hy 
the United Suiea g-tiiiboat SemiDole, in the month of S^pteiobcr last, Aud to tor 
Teplj, I now^ have the honor to eDcloK to yoa the copy of a letter* of il»e lOtk 
instant, addressed to thie department by the So creUry of the Navy. 

The protest and the chxirt which accooipanied your uote&re herewith retiinitd 
to yoo. 

I have the hoDor to W yotir loTdship't obeflTent ft^YmaU 

WILLIAM H, SEWARD. 
• RigM Hon. LoB0 Lyoxs, |c^ ^^ |t^ 



Kavy 1>epartmf:vTp 
Washingt&ji^ Norcmhcr 10, 1863* 

Sir : I hriTe the lionor to acknowledge tbe receipt of yr>nr letter of llie 5tli 
Instant, trn&^mittmg a note of the 2d instant and its Accompanimenta from Lord 
Lyons, relatire to the cafe of the steamer Sir William V^^\t which veftsd wai 
captnred on the 11th of Sepleniber last by the United Sutea Fteamer Seniinole, 
«nd requesting any infoitn^tion po^seaspd hy thie department on the tubject 

Commander H. E<^lando, who fcized the Sir William Peel, giTrs the fidlowing 
reasons for his action : She had cotton on board which he hclieved to be the 
property of the Confederate State.^, and was beings shipped hy confederate agt nta 
to England or other points. He felt as^urd the re^&cl herself ii the property of • 
the confederates. At the time of her seizure jshc laid in American water*, and 
&om thence had discharged a cargo of contraband article*, of which fjct thcra 
■were suScfent witnesses. He also believed fhe had on board gmis aod muni- 
tions of war intended lo be used to convert her into a privateer, lie fuuiid on 
board about one hundred and fifty axles for field artilleTj, several casks of 
iron rings for artillery harness, and on deck were two ^uns be low and under 
her cotton. 

The vessel is now in the hands of Uic prize conrt at New Orleans. 
The papers enclosed with your letter are herewith retnmed ail rcqnesteo- 
Vcry respectfully, &«, 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Sccrttary of the Kary. 
Hon. WrLLiA» H. Sbwaid, 

Secretary of Sfate* 

P- S. — I have extracted from the protest of the ronstcr and other ofllcers of 
the Sir William Pch.! that part containing seriouB charges against the conduct of 
Commander Rolando and others, of the Seminole, to forward to thrm for expUna- 
tioo ; also the copy of a pspfr which professes to give the tubftnnce of a coa* 
Terf^ation hetwcen Commander Wuolst-y, of the navy, and the moEter of the Sw 
Winiam I'eel, rrktive to the captnrc of that vessel, which will be transmitted 
to Commandef Wooliej to confirm or refat«. 



DIPLOMATIC CORB£SPOM>EVCE. . 401 

■j Lord LyomM t9 Mr. Sewmrd. 

Washlxoton, Kwemhar 18, 1S63. 

Sir: I bave the lionor to traasmit to joq an extraetfrom a despatch fiom the 
British acting codbqI at New Orieant, BUtinr that a British Teasel, the H. O. 
Berry, which had cleared from that place for Matamoraa, waa detained at Fori 
Jackson by the United Sutea forcea. 

The detention apocars to have been eaoaed by a general order from the mili- 
tary authority prohibiting the departore of Tessek for Matamoraa. I ahall be 
very mach obliged by any infonnati<m which yoomay be so good aa to giro me 
on the subject 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yoor most obedi- ^ 
ent, hnmble servant, 

LTONS. 

lion. William H. Sewabd, 4^ 4e^ ^c 



Eztratt of c dei^mUk from Cms % jnI U Lord Lffota^ dmttd New CMmm, (kiober y^ 

ld63i. 

On the 10th instant the British brig XL G. Berry cleared in ballast at this 
port for Matamoras ; on the 2lBt I received a telcCTom from the master, stating 
that tlie Berry was detained at Fort Jackson by the United States forces there 
and not allowed to proceed on her voyaee. Failing in mj endeavors to see 
General Banks on that day, I addressed him a note, endoeug the td^ram I 
had received from the master, asking him to give orders to release the vessel i& 
after examination, there was found no cause ror her detention. In reply I waa 
informed that the matter will at onee be inquired into and acted npon. Not re- 
ceiving any further information, on the 24th I called at the headquarters of 
Gencx^ Bunks, and, in the general's absence, the assistant adjutant eeneial 
told me that the vessel was detained as a ''idlitaiy necessity,'* and that the 
reasons for it would be communicated to me in a few days. 

As General Banks has left the city without frunishine me with the promised 
information, to-day I saw General Stone, chief of stal^ and asked him if he 
could give me the reasons for the stoppage of the trade, at the same time inform- 
ing him that there are British vessels (the Lizzie and the Planet) loaded and 
readv to proceed to ^latamoras. He could give me no information on the sub- 
ject beyond that General Banks had given orders that no vessels were to leave 
this port for Matamoras at the present time, or until further orders from him. 



Lard Lyatu to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, December 12, 1863. 
My dear Sir: I have just received a telegram from the administrator of the 
government of Nova Scotia, stating that the Chesapeake has not put into any 
port in that colony. My imjpression was that the telegram yon showed ne b^ 
fore dinner yesterday came from your vice-consul at Halifiix, and that be stated 
that the crown lawyers there were considering the case. 
Tours, faithfully, . 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, Ifc^lgcnk^ 
26 o * 



403 DIPLQlUnC COSSE8POHSEVCB. 

Mr. Semmrd i9 Lmrd I^gmm. 

Satubpat Eybxdco, Deceatier 12. 1S6X 
IIt peae Loep LT<»f8: Toor iiEprf M iaii in regarl to the tel^prmB -wm 



comtL Will JOE baTB tl» tiniin e M to lepemi jo«r desfMUcli to the goTenor 
of New Bmnswick, m the Chenpeeke Eiay huTe pot isto ooe of the peito ef 
ttet proriBeet 

Yeij fiuthfbllf yev*, 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 
Bi^ Hon. LoED LTOiOb 4^^ 4^ ^c 



Mr.BemmriuLmiL^mM. 



Defa e t mb iit op State, 

IFa«ilt»flom AvcM&r 16» 1863. 
Ht Loed: This aepertmeEt b m poneenon of anthentie infbrmetion that 



amoor the penoos who leeently rominittiril por*^ and murder on hoard thw 
UnitM Stales steamer Chesiqpeake woe two named Braineand Panrtrespectirdj. 
jmd that they have taken reftM m the British proYince of New Bnmswi^ or 
NoTa Scotia. As it is desirahte that th^ shoold be detained then nntfl the 
formal affidavits can he forw ar ded with a Tie w to their extraditkm for trial in this 
eomitiy, I will thank toe to request her ILjestj's authorities to do anjthinf 
which can be l^ally done for t^Kt p nr yoae. 

I have the honor to be* with h^roonskferation, mj lord, jonr obedient servant* 

WILUAM U. SEWARD. 

Right H<m. Loan Lrom, tge^ife^^c. 



Lmri Lyom ia Mr, Scwmrd. 

WASOiNGTOXt December 16» 1863. 
My dbae Sie: I send yon a copy of the telegram which I have despatched 
to the administrator of the gov ernm ent of Nova Sootia, in consequence of the 
note which I recdved from you this nMNning respecting the affair of die Cheasr 
peake* and the ecmveisation which I had with you on the subject afterwards. 

I have despatched an identic telegram to the lieutenant governor of New 
Bnxnswidc 

Touts* foitUuDyt 

LYONa 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewaee. 



L»r4 Lgmu ULiu/Ummi G^B^rmmr Gmdtm {mmi Mmjf Gemend lltff«.) 
[Tiihf ripbici 1 

WASHIN0T02C, Decemher 16, 1863. 
The United States government mfonns me offidally that it has anthentie 
intelligence that Bndne and Parr, two men charged with having eomnutted 
pincy and murder on board the United States steamer Chesspeakf^ have 
taken refuge in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick; and it requests the Bntish. 
nn^iy^rjt^A^ to do anytUng whiA can be IsgaUy done to detain the two r-^ 
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nntQ formal affi<UTito cui be forwarded with a Tkw tQ dieir eztrailition for 
triaL The Secretaiy of State raggeatt tliat if it be aUeged tbat tbe men were 
belligerents, and tbmt their aeta were acta of lawful warfiue» tbe proper time 
for examining tbia plea will be wben tbe pronrietj of complying witn an adaal 
demand for extradition aball be nnder eonaideratlon. I nare answered that it 
is certain tbat jonr excellencj will act in exact conformitj with the r e q nSrS" 
meats of municipal law and international law and eomitj. 

LTOK& 



Lmrd Lyoiu U Mr. SetMurJL 

WA8Hi2fOTOif, Deeewiher 17, 186S. 

Sib : I bare the honor to submit to yon a copj of a letter from Patrick Hann 
ilton, a prisoner in Fort Warrea, who representa tnat he is a British subject ; that 
be shipped at UsTana a seaman on board a vessel bound for Hatamoras, which 
was captured, and tbat he has since been detained aa a prisoner. This letter 
was received during mj absence bj Mr. Stuart, who directed her Majesty's 
ccnsul at Boston to visit the prisoner at Fort Warren, and inquire into the 
truth of his statement. 1 enclose a copj of the consul's report, and I trust that 
vou will deom it ri^t to move the proper authorities to direct that HamilUm 
be released from prison. He appears to have been already in confinement for 
moro than six months. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest conuderation, sir, your mott 
obedient, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sewaro, Sfc^ ^e, Sfc ^ 



Pairiik HmmUtem U Lord Lffmu. 

Fort Warrbn, S^plemisr 30, 1863. 
My Lord: I have taken this opportuni^ of writing yon these few lines, to 
state my case to you. I shipped in Havana to go to Matamoras, and the fomrth 
day the vessel was captured, and I was sent to New York, and then to Foit 
Warren, where I have been a prisoner four months without any trial, and I 
do not know what it is for. I have nothing to do with this war since it bq;an. 
I have wntten to the consul in Boston, and had no answer from him. I am a 
British subject, and, most kind, thank you to see after my case. I am a stranger 
here, and do not know anybody to write to do anything for me, for I ahouUl 
like to get out to go home. I was bom in Belfast, Irehmd, and I am a seaman. 
The capuin of the vessel was let go in New York, and wrote all the crew waa 
let go; I was on board tbe boat I should like to have advice to know what 
I am here for. Please to answer. I waa a seaman on the boat. 

PATRICK HAMILTON. 
Kow apriMoner in Fort Warren^ a British MubjeeL 



Mr. Loumia U Ltri X y im w 

Hrr MAJB8TT*n OoNauLAn, 

Bo^'jn, Deeemher 10, 186S. 
Mt Loan : I took advantage yesterday of my visit to Fort Warrai to see 
Patrick Handlton, subject of your lordship's despatch of the 23d November. 



"■WW»» 
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I fonnd that be was ignorant ci any epedal canM of detention, and to mj 
mterrogatoriea as to hk birthplace, place of residence, &c^ bis answers were 
ea&faietoiy, and, by a cnrions oolncidenee, mj secretary bad been resident in 
tbe identical pUtoe, and elidted from Hamflton, not only details of tbe streets 
and localities, bat of tbe persons, fiutories, 9cc^ lesTing no sbadow of doubt as 
to bis being an Iridinian, and the person be represents himself to be. He 
wished to have an oath admiuistered to bun that be bad noTer done anything 
to impair bis nationality, and I accordingly administered the nsnal oath to him. 
Unless there are drenmstances of which I am not in possession, making bis 
fnitber detention necessary to the United States anthorities, I should wg to 
recommend his claim for protection to your lordslup's &T<»able notfce. 
I am, &e^ &&» 

P. LOnSADA, 
Her Britasmie Majtstfs GmnL 
Lord Lroin. 



ilr. Seward io Lord XrjrMt. 

Dbpartmbxt of Stats, 

WoMkingioM^ Deeemher 11, 186J. 
Mt DBAS LoBO Ly02C8 : I have received your note <tf yesterday, and thank 
you for tbe further proof of courtesy and attention shown in the telegram to 
the executives of New Brunswick and Xova ScoUa, a copy of which you bare 
sent me. 

Very truly, yours, 

WILLIAM BL SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Loso Ltohs, \e^ \e^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyome. 



DBPART3IBNT OF StATB, 

WoMkingtomt December IS, 1863. 

Mt Lord : The Chesapeake is a regularly licensed American steamer, plying 
the coasting trade, canying passengers and freight between the city of New 
Yoxk and Portland, in the State dT Maine. On the 5th of December last, 
under the care of bear captain (Willett,) with a crew in all consisting of seven- 
teen persons, old and young, male and female, she took on board at New York 
sixteen unsuspected passengers, all of whom paid their fares, and she set out 
at half past 3 in tbe afternoon on her voyage to Portland. On Monday the 7th 
instant, at half past 1 in the morning, the steamer then bdng off Cape Cod, on 
the high seas, these passengers surprised the watch, murdered the second engi- 
neer, maimed and disabled the first mate, and seised tbe captain and crew, and 
confined tbe captun widi irons. The niratical passengers then took control of 
tbe steamer. Arriving at Partridge island, in St Jomi harbor, in the waters 
of New Brunswick, the pirates delivered the captain and crew on board of a 
pflot-boat, which seemed to be attending by concert, and they were subsequently 
put on shore at St John, in that province. Information of these crimes bavii^; 
reached this government several ships^f-war were sent out to capture tbe pirates 
and recover Uie Chesapeake. Advice being received that the former were likely 
to sedL refuge either in New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, the United States 
consuls were directed to apply to her Maies^s authorities for their arrest and 
deientiont until a requisition could be made for their delivery under tbe e x i st ing 
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treaty between the two goTernmcnts, as fogitivef from ^nstioe. Tour lordtliip 
is, I Dclieve, alreadj informedi that hit hopor the chief jostioe of Kova Sootim 
issued warrants for the arrest <^ the offenders, bnt I am not advised that any 
of them have actually been arrested under that prooesa. 

I now learn bj telegrams which have been received from Mr. Gunnison, the 
American rice-consul at HalifikZ, that United States ship-of-war Ella and Annie* 
under S. F. Nichols, commander, at 9 o'clock in the morning of yesterdaj, the 
17th, saw die Chesapeake lying in Sambro harbor, in Nova Scotia, under flaff 
of distress, and that the pirates were abandoninj^ her. The Ella and Annie 

Sroceeded to the vessel, ana two of the crew found on board of the Chesapeake 
elivered her up to the officers of the Ella and Annie. Those officers im- 
m^iately proceeded with the Chesap^dLC to Halifax, where thev now hare 
that vessel, and it is said three oi the pirates, in their keeping. The oljeet of 
the officers in proceeding to Halifax was to deliver that vessel and pirates up 
to her Majesty's authoritiea if they should desire that to be done. Meantime 
the consul has reported the transaction to this gqvemment and asked instrae-> 
tions. 

Assuming this statement of facts to be true, I am not aware that the naval 
officers have, in any respect, violated the sovereign^ of jurisdicUon of Great 
Britain. It is possible, however, that the case may not yet have been fuUy 
made known to this government. To guard, therefore, against any possible 
misapprehension, I have now by the President's directions to inform your lord- 
ship tnat this government has not authorized, nor does it propose to justify, 
auT exercise whatever of authority, bv its agents, within the waters or on the 
sou of Nova Scotia. If anv such authority has been assumed, this government 
will at once express its profound regret; and it stands ready, in that case, to 
make amends which shoU be entirely sadsfactoiy. 

The question, however, remains, what shall now be done with the Chesapeake 
and the pirates f This government will, if it be required, place them at once 
in the custody of her Maiesty's authorities at Halifax. Nevertheless, as at 
present advised, it would be my duty, in that case, to demand a delivery of 
the vessel, that it may be restored to its undoubted owners, and a surrender of 
the pirates, to be tried by our laws for their crimes. Such proceedings would 
be ailatory, and possibly somewhat embarrassing to the authorities at Ualifiix. 
I have thought it proper, therefore, to propose another mode of proceeding 
which would save all the rights of her Maiesty*s government, while it may be 
more convenient to all parties. If it shaU be agreeable to the authorides at 
Halifax, the Chesaneake and the pirates may m left in the keeping of the 
naval authorities of the United States, and may be brought back to our own 
country. Here not only the vessel, but the pirates, will in that case be hdd 
in custody until the wbhes of her Majesty's government shall be expresaedt 
and if they shall set fit to require it, they will at once be restored to tne care 
of the British government, the United States reserving the right to make l^al 
requisition in tne case for the fulfilment of justice. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Lobd Ltom8, 4c^ 4^ 4^ 



I 



Lord Lytmi to Mr. Seward. 

WASHiNOTOif, Doeemltr 18, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the recf'ipt of your note of to^lay, 
communicating to me the recent intelligence m'hich has reached you concerning 
the steamer Chesapeake. 
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I accept with enUre satislkctioQ the disarowal Ton to promptly make of any 
a aw un p iioii of anthoriQr hj offieen <^ the United States within the tenitoriiu 
juiBdietioa of her Hajettj*s nrovinoe of KoTa Seotia; and I will loee no time 
m commnnieatine to the admmistiator of the goTeniment of that province the 
tnnestiona whi^ yoor note contains respecting the disposal of the Chesapeake 
anftbe three men nmnd on board. His excellency will certainlj consider tho#e 
st^gestiona with a desire to fblfil to the mtmost the obligations of iniemational 
comity and good neighboihoodi 

I UTe the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, yoor most obedient, hnm- 
hksaraiit* 

LYONS. 

Hem. William H. Sbwaris 4^ 4^ Ifc 



Jjmri Lyam to Mr. SewarJL 

WASHiNGTOif, December 19, 1863. 
In the note respecting the case of the Labnan, which yon did me the honor 
\ to address to me on tto 9th of April last, TSSth Congress, 1st session, Hoose 

\ Ex. Doc No. 1, page 557,] yon stated tnat yon were authorized by the 

President to inform me that the district attorney would be immediately in- 
stmcted to pre notice to the claimants or their counsel, as he mieht be able, of 
an early day when he wonld moye the court to proceed to consider and deter- 
mine what oamsees and what costs should be awarded to the claimants of the 
' ship Labnan and her cargo for her unlawful seizure, and to place before the 

court, on that occasion, all the proofr which had been furnished to the goyem- 
ment of the United States l^ tne goyemment of her Majes^. 
I Ton added that, in pursuance of such nbtice, the district attorn^ would be 

instructed to prosecute the question of costs and damages to a decision whether 
i the claimants appeared or not, and yon went on to say that when that decision 

should be obtained the effect of it would be immediately communicated to me ; 
that if it should be satisfactoiy. Congress would be requested to make an appro- 
priation for the psyment of the sums awarded ; and that if it should be unsatis- 
uctory, yon would then receive with entire pleasure any objections that might 
be made by or on behalf of the claimants. Finally, yon informed me that if 
yon should not be able to adjust the amount satisfactorily to both governments, 
without a reference to impartial mercantile persons, you should then be prepared 
to consider, with the most entire respect, uie expendiency of such a reference, 
with directions that the referees should report so seasonably as to admit an ap- 
plication to Conrress at the next session for its authority to pay the damages 
and costo which ihould thus finally be ascertained. 

More than eight months have elapsed since your note was written, and the 

\ session of Con^^ss to which yon rdTerred has already begun, but no progress 

appears to have been made towards fixing the amount of die costs and damages 

( due to the claimants in the case of the Labuan. I am informed by the agenu 

\ of the claimants that no notice has up to this time been given to them by the 

4 district attorney <^ a day on which he will move die court to consider and de- 

\ tcrmine the Question ; but it is not my purpose on die present occasion to com- 

I ment on the aday which has thus taken place in giving effect to the assurances 

f - conveyed by your note. I will simply refer yon to the note expressing the 

senthnento of her Majesty's government respecting that delay which I had the 

I honor to address to you on the 21st of last month. It is indeed now represented 

j to me by the claimants that a recent judidal decision puU an end to all hope 

of adiusthig their daims by the reference to the prise court which you con- 

^i templated. They state that on an appeal to the United Sutcs drcuit court in 
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the ease of the Empress, Mr. Justice Ndfon prononnced <m the 2l8t of last 
month a decision wmch predoded the prize court from adjadicaUni^ questionsof 
costs and damages. 

I do not, of course, pretend to give an opinion of mj own on the question <^ 
law ; but I deem it to oe my duty to ask your immediate attention to it, and a> 
the same time most earnestly to beg you to take at once such measures respectt 
iog the case <^ the Labuan as will redeem the promise made in your note, and 
insure your being in a situation to make in good time during the present session 
an application to Congress for the appropriation required to satisff the just 
demands of the daimanta. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest eonsideration» sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant^ 

LTONa 

Hon. William H. SswAsn, 4«-» 4^ 4«. 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyonM. 

Departmbnt of Btatb, 

Wiuhington^ DecemScr 20, 1863. 
My Lord : Credible information having reached this department that John 
C. Braine, H. A. Parr, John Parker Locke, alias Yemon 6. Locke, David Col- 
litis, George Robinson, John Wade, and others, have committed piracy and 
murder on board the United States steamer Chesap^Jce, while that vessel was 
on her wav from New Tork to Portland, in Maine, and that they have taken 
refuge in the British provinces of New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, I have the 
honor to request that, pursuant to the 10th article of the treaty of Washington, 
they may be delivered up for trial in the United Statea. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your^bedient i 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Losn Lyons, ^c ^r., 4^ 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Sfward. 



WA$HiNOTOif, December 22, 1863. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a letter addressed to her 

Majesty's consul at New Tork, by Messrs. £. Pavenstedt & Co., the agenta 

at that place of Messrs. Dent, Palmer & Co., of London. In compliance with 

the request contained in it, I submit to you also copies of the following papers: 

1. Protest of United States vice-consul at Amoy, August 13, 1863. 

2. Letter from United States vice-consul at Amoy to Mr. Thomas H. Chap- 
man, agent at that place of Messrs. Dent & Co., August 13, 1863. 

3. Letter from Messrs. Dent & Co. to the United Sutes consul at Hong 
Kong, August 24, 1863. ^ 

4. Extract from charter-party between the master of the British baxk Julia 
and Mr. Thomas H. Chapman, August 15, 1863. 

These pa^>ers appear to show conclusively that the Toyaee of the Julia k 
perfecUy legitimate; but as the United States vice-consul at Amoy took excep- 
tion to a condition in the charter-party, Messrs. Pavenstedt & Co. are anxious 
that all the particulars should be made known to the United States authoritiea 
here. 

The Julia is expected to arrive teiy soon at New York, and I tiierefore take 



> 
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the Iibeitj of asking yon to recommemd the papers to the hnmeilUite a tt eo ti oa of 
the proper anthMities. 

I hare the honor to be, with the highest consideration^ Mr, Tour most obo- 
dieot, hiunhk serrant* 

LTON& 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Bbwaro, ^ ^ ^c 



PmvemsUA kC0.U ArekAM, 

Nb\t Yoke, Dtetmber 11, 1863. 

Sir; The Bridfih bark Julia, Francis Morris master, laden with teas at Amoy, 
China, bj and for account of Messrs. Dent & Co., of Hong Kong, bound to St. 
Thomas for orders, has been directed bj Messrs. Dent, Palmer & Co^ of Lon- 
don, to proceed fin^ St Thomas to this port to discharge. 

The United States consul at Amoj seems to have taken excepUon to a clause 
in the charter-par^, allowing the vessel to proceed to Charleston, South Caro* 
Kna, under certain contingencies, and has protested, in her Majes^'a consulate 
at Amoj, agiinst the TOjage of the Julia; also addressed a letter to the agent 
of Messrs. Dmt & Co., threatening seizure and confiscation of both Tcssei and 
cargo, on account of the clause in the charter-part j above referred to. 

We take the liberty of enclosing copies of the protest, (marked A,) and <tf the 
letter, (marked B;) idso a copy ca the letter adarcised by Messrs. Dent & Co. 
to the United States consul at Hong Kong, (marked C,) in refer^ice to the sub- 
ject, and b^ you wiU kindly bring the matter to the noUce of his excellency 
Lord Lyons, her Majesty's minister at Washington, asking his advice what 
steps mar be necessary for us to take to protect the interests of the owners of 
the valuable cargo, who aro British subjects, and who have been acting in entire 
good fiuth in the matter, as will be seen from the extract from the charter-party 
^ the Julia, which we hand you hereby, (marked D,) together with the entire 
original charter, which latter please return us, as it is the only copy we hold. 

The Julia having sailed firom Amoy on August 15, may be expected to 
arrive here in from two to four weeks uom this time ; and though the merits of 
the case seem to preclude the possibility of serious difficulties, yet we would 
suggest the expediency of at once informing the State Department at Wash- 
ington of the ^cts of the case, so as to show the entire good fruth of the trans- 
acticm, and avoid all trouble on the arrival of the vesseL 
We are, fcc, 

E. PAVENSTEDT fc CO. 

E. M. Abchibald, Esq., 

Her BritoMMie JiMJestys Commit New York. 



At her Britamde Majesty's consulate at Amoy, on the 30th day of August, 
1863, beforo me, W. A. redder, esq., her Muesty's consul for the port of 
Amoy, personaDr came and appeared Oliver B. Bradford, vice-consul of the 
United States of America for Amoy, and declared as follows : 

That mi or about the 6th day of August, in the year of our Lord 1863, 
Thomas H. Chapman, agent for the firm of Messrs. Dent & Co., Verbally in- 
formed him that the bark Julia, of Newcastle, was being loaded by him, as 
agent for tho said firm, with teas, on a charter allowing her to proceed to St 
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^ 

Thomas, in Uie West Indies, fbrorderi, and firom thence Imnng die optkm to L 

proceed to dthcr of the fioDowin; ports, vis^ Charleston, Montreal LondoOt or u 

New Yoric; the fiiss of which ports being, according to last adTices* under H 

blockade bj the naTsl fixrces of the United States goyemment. | . 

TVherefore, the said appearer, OByer B. Bradford, Tice-eonsal afinesaid, oo 

behalf and in the name of the Umted States goyemment, doth protest against y, 

the eaid vesselpiooeefing on that provision in her charter, allowing her to go i-\ 

to the port of Ghailestoii aforesaid, nnlqM the said port of Charleston has bean ^ 

dnly declared to be a lawful port of entiT by the United States goTemment. f 

OLIVEB B. BRADFORD, 

Vkt-ComamL 

This done at the British conanlate at Amoj, on the day and in the year &si | 

above written. 
re,4t 1 ^- -*• PEDDER, 

l^^^H Her Britamnic Maje^fs ComsmL } 



CORSULATB OF THB.U.^ITBD StATBS OF AmBMCA, 

Amoy, China. AuguU 13, 1863. 
Sir y On or abont the 6th instant jon verballj iufonned me that the British 
barke Julia was loading tea at this port from jour house on a charter to St. 
Thomas for orders, from wbence she had the option of proceeding to mther 
Charleston, Montreal, London, or New York, the former m which ports I then 
informed you was, and herewith formally advise you was at the date of the 
latest advices recced from America still under a blockade by the United 
States government. Ton have not since informed me tbat the opdon of goinc 
to Charleston has been withheld from the said vesseL I have therefore entered 
my protest before her Britannic Majesty's consul for this port, a copy of which 
I herewith enclose, asainst the said vessel being allowed to proceed on & voyaee^ 
on a diorter which a&ows and requires her, on orders, to break a law <^ VM 
United States, which law youcannot plead ignorance of. I Vould moreover call 
your attention to the fact <^ the charter-party beinr in itself an unlawful doeo- 
ment, allowing, as you inform me it does, tbe vessd to go to a port with whidi 
there is, as above mentioned, no lawful communicadon, and which has been 
closed for aspace of more than two years by law; it also makes the vessd and 
cargo both liable to seixure and confiscation, supposing you to be aware of the 
liabilities of the parties concerned, in case of a further violation c^law. 
I am, &C. 

OLIVER B. BRADFORD, 

United StateM VktComniL 



Hoif o EoNO, AnguH 24, 1863. 
Dear Sir : The verbal communication to you, made two days ago by our 
Mr. Mackenzie, has already mit you in possession of the facts of the charter of 
the British vessd Julia, tea-laden by us, just despatched from the treaty port 
of Amoy. We dedre, however, briefly to recapitulate what then passeo, in 
order that there may be no misunderstanding as to the intended destination of 
the Julia, respecting which the American vice-consul at Amor has conceived 
such strong and unreasonable jealousy. The cargo of die JuHa is intoided 
for American or Canadian market, and the charter-party stipulates that the 
vessel shall call at St Thomas for orders to proceed to Chaileston, New Tiuck 
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or MontretL m £rected bj our London coneepondentSt the wdl-knoim finn ot 
Meflsn. DeatvPalmer & Co^ leserrinff to thoM genUemen Uie right* in A^ 
hoetilities b^een Great Britain and the United States* of ordering the vessel 
direct to London;. The port of Charleston was inserted to give an addiUonal 
market in ease the port was I^iaOj accessible bj peace* or tM abandonment of 
the blockade, and the rate of freight is the same as that to be paid at New 
York, sbonld tbe cargo be there delivered* From this jon will perceive Uiat 
tbere oonld be no intention of attempting to break the existmg blodLade, there 
beine no consideration to induce the master of the vessd to imperil his ship in 
an iucical voyage. Moreover, anj such intcnUon would have been ineonsiAtent 
witb Ae &ct that the vice-consul alleges the informaticm he possesses of the 
particulars ot the charter-par^ to have been derived from our representative 
at Amoy himsdf ; and we trust* therefore, thai you will disapprove of your 
Tioe-eonsul's action in protesting agunst the voyage of the Jmia* and in de* 
noundng it as iU^;al* and exposing both ship and cargo to seisure and con- 
fiscation. We have no fear of any such evils* but the indiscreet seal of the 
vice-consul mieht be the cause <^ delay and annovanee if the groundless bus* 
pcions were Idt unnoticed ; and we therefore tender to you this simple state- 
ment of the real fiicts of the Julia's voyage now commoieed. 

Should yon deem it of importance to take any notice of thi«i matter in yonr 
official correspondence with the United States government, we trust to your 
accompanying it by a cony of this letter* and on receipt of the charter-party, 
which has not jet come forward from Amoy* we shall be happy to exhibit it to 
you if you desMO it 

We aie^ dr, fce^ 

DENTfcCa 
H. N. Coif OAi* Esq. 

Ihited States Conwl, Homg Ktmg. 

D. 

LExtTMtJ 

This charter-party* made and concluded the fifteenth day of August, in the 
year one thousand eieht hundred and sixtv-three* between Captain Francis 
Morris* of the British bark Julia* of the burden of three hundred and seventy- 
eight tons* or thereabouts, regster measurement, now lying in the harbor of 
Amoy, of the first part, and Thomas H. Chapman, representative of Messrs. 
Dent & Co^ of China, of the second part, witncsseth : That the said party of 
the first part* for and in consideration of the covenants and agreements herein- 
after mentioned to be kept and performed by the said parties of the second part, 
doth consent and agree on tbe freighting and chartering of the said vessel unto 
the said nartics <^ the second part for a voyage from Amoy to St. Thomas* 
West Inaies, for orders; charterers to have the option of sending the vessel to 
Montreal* New York* Charleston* or New Orleans, but to one port only* and to 
either of the southern ports, only if the blockade is raised, and the oorts open 
for commerce, on the terms following, that is to say : f^t, the said party of 
the first part doth engage that the said vessel in and during the said voyage 
shall be kept tight, sUunch, well fitted, Uekled and orovided with every requi- 
site, and witb men and provisions necessary for sucn a voyage. Second* the 
said party of the first piurt doth fturther encage that the whole of the said vessel 
(witb the exception of the cabin* the deck* and the necessary room for the 
accommodation of the crew and the stowage of the sails* cables, and provisions) 
' shall be at the sole use and disposal <^ the said parties of the second part during 

i the voyage aforesaid; and that no goods or merdiandisa whatever shall m 
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Imden on board otherwiBe than firom the said ptrtiee of the teeondpartt or their 
agent, withoat th^ consent, on pain of forfeiture of theamonnt of might agreed 
npon for the same. Third* die said party of the first part doth further engage 
to take and receive on board the saia Tmd» during the aforesaid Toyage* SU 
such lawful goods and merchandise as the said pitfties of the secona part or 
their agent may think proper to ship. 

And the said parties of the second part, for and in eonuderation of the core- 
nants and agreements to be kept and performed hj the said par^ of the first 
part, doth covenant and agree with the said parties of the first part to charter 
and hire the said yeflsd as aforesaid on the terms following, that is to saj : 
First, the said parties of the second part doth engage to provide and furnish to 
the said Tessel a full and complete cargo of tea, not exceeding what she can 
rcasonabl J stow and carry, over and above her tackle, apparel, provisions, and 
furniture. Second, the said parties of the second nart do fbrther enlace to 
paj to the siud partj of the first part, or his agent, tor the charter or freight of 
the said vessel, during the voyage aforesaid, in manner following, that is to say: 
<£4 (Four pounds) per ton of 50 (fifty) cubic feet, if sent to New Toik or 
Cliarleston, and <£4 4«^ (four guineas.) if sent to New Orleans or HontreaL 
In case of rupture between England and America, charterers have the option of 
sending the ship to London, in which case the freight shall be «f 4 it. (four 
guineas) per ton of fifty cubic feet. Freight in bank* or approved bills, at 60 
(sixty) days* sight on London. 



MemoroMduwu 
[Beceived from the British legation.] 

CA6B OP THB MONT BLANa 

Lord Lyons*s note of the 16th July, and memorandum of 10th August : 
It appears veiy desirable to proceed, without delay, to cany into effect the 
arrangement recorded in Mr. Seward's note of the 21st of May.* 
Washington, December 22, 1863. 



Mr. F. W. Snrard to Lard Lyfnu. 

Dbpartmbnt ok Statb, 

WoMhington, December 28, 1863. 
Mv Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of yesterday, relative to the case of the British bark Julia, and to infbna 
you that it has been recommended to the immediate attention of the Secretaij 
of the Treasmy, in conformity with your wishes on the subject 
I have the honor to be your lordship's obedient servant 

F.W.SEWARD, 
Bight Hon. Lord Ltons, \e..ifc^\c *^ ^cretarf. 



•S8th Congress, X»t sMdon, Uovm Ex. Doo. Na 1, page CM. 
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Lard LjfcmM to Mr. Seward. 

WASHiNOTOif, Decemher 23, 1863. 

Sis : Her MajeBtT*! govenunent leftXlj oomplj with the request made in 
jour note to Mr. Stuart, of the 22d September laat,* that the evidence in the 
case of the Margaret and Jeene ahonld oe conunnnkated to the goyemment of 
the United Statea. I have, acoordinglj, the honor to tranraut to yon herewith, 
in orimial, aU the docnments, contaming evidence bearing on the case, which 
hav« been sobmitted to her Mijesty's goTemment 

In forwarding these documents to jon, it is mj dutj, in execution of the in- 
Btmctions which I have received, to state distiuraj tliat her Maiesty's govern- 
ment cannot consent that the demand for redress which thej have preferred 
should be in any waj affected bv the jwooeedings of the government of the 
United States, rua^ng to the conduct of any officer or othor person who may 
be leaponsible to that government finr his misconduct in the matter. And I am 
directed to express the confident hope of her Majes^'s government that, upon 
receiving evidlence of the ia^s, so clear and dedsive as that contained in these 
doenments, the government of the United States will, without farther dday, give 
proper satisfaction for so veiy serious an outrage upon the territorial rights of 
her Mijestj. 

I enclose a list of the documents ; and I beg you to be so good as to send 
them back to me when you have taken cognisance of them. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewabd, 

Srerttary €f StaU. 

^ 38th CoDgiest, 1st session. House Ex. Do& Ko. 1, page 094. 
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DOCtMCNTS IN THB CASH OP THB MaBUARBT AND JB88IB. 

No. !• MemoriaL 

No, 2. Protest 

No. 3. Declaration of 0. M. Morris. 

No. 4. Declaration of H. B. Claiborne and Eling. 

No. 5. Declaration of R: 0. Fonte. 

No. 6. Declaration of Ivey Foreman. 

No. 7. Declaration <^ Lawroel Thiescelin. 

No. 8. Declaration of Clinton Johnson* 

No. 9. Declaration of Daniel Trigg and Littlepage. 

Na 10. Declaration of Fenn Peck and M. H. Kerr. 

No. 11. Declaration of William Wikon and Peter Sknes. 

No. 12. Certificate of snnrey. 

No. 13. Declaration of Jno. B. Lnfitte and G. D. Hairis. 

Na 14. Declaration of George D. Harris. 

No. 15. Declaration of Jno. B. LofiUe. 

No. 16. Declaration of WiUiam Hanna. 

No. 17. Declaration of Theodore Cavillier. 

No. 18. Declaration of Thomas Mackej. 

No. 19L Declaration of Samuel Mackey. 

No. 20. Declaration of Jane Hanna. 

No. 21. Declaration of C. B. Bnmside. 

No. 22. Declaration of William Wilson and Peter Sknee. 

No. 23. Declaration of C. R. Bomeide. 



Claim. « 

No. 1. Memorandum of daim. 

No. 2. Account current of H. Adderlj & Companj. 

No. 3. Decree of the vice admiralty oonrt. 

No. 4. Statement of salvage. 

No. 5. Statement of value of carga 

No. 6. Declaration of G. D. Harris. 

No. 7. Account of sales. 

No. 8. Certificate of survey. 

No. 9. Statement of loss from detention. 

Na 10. Declaration of Jno. B. Lafitte. 

No. 11. Declaration of Lafitte and Harris. 

No. 12. Certificate of receiver generaL 
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No. 1. 

Nassau, N. P^ Bahamas, Jvly 3, 1869. 

8iB : The undersigned, George A. TrenLolm, a dtbea of the Confedeimte 
States of North Ammca, and a merchant of the tiXj oi Charleston, in the State 
of South CaroUna, begs leave respectfullT to submit to your exceUencj, and 
through your ezcdlencj to her Britannie Miyest7*s impenal government, that 
on Satui^j, the thirtieth day <^ May last past, the steamship Margaret and 
Jesae, a dmy registered vessel in the said Confederate States, and the property 
of the undersigned, while engaged in a lawful navigation and trade between the 
neutral port of Nassau, in the island <^ New Providence, and the confederate 
port of Charleston, and while proceeding on her vova^ with Uko emblem of her 
nationality at her mast» within the waters of her Majes^ the Queen of Great 
Briuun*s jurisdiction, at less than one mile from the island of Eleuthera, in the 
Bahamas, and within speaking distance of the settlement of James's Point, in 
and island, after a hot pursuit and chase, was fired into with shot and shell by 
as armed vessel bearing the colors of the United States of America, the same 
beinF, as the undersigned verily believes, the United States vessel-of-war 
Rhode Island, until, heme cUsabled by a ball which struck her on the starboard 
side, jost above the water-Tine, entering her boiler and paralyzing her machinery, 
she became entirely unmanageable, pounded several times on the reef, and sank. 

Hie outrage thus committed on the Margaret and Jessie, and the injury sus- 
tained by her cargo, her machinery, and her hull, constituting a torU which, 
by the law of nations, can only be set up and brought to reparation through the 
agency and under the guarantees of the friendly power within whose jnrisdie* 
tion and in contempt of whose supremacv the wrong was perpetrated, the 
undersigned lays this his complaint .and claim before vour excellency, that tlio 
same may be brought to the notice of her Britannic luijesty's government, and 
be attended to and acted upon with the zeal and energy which that government 
is wont to apply to cases arising out of similar emergencies. 

Apnendea will be found the protest and declarations taken by dulv coromis- 
sioned officers of the British crown residing at Nassau. To these uocuments 
the undersigned craves refer^ce, as they ww elucidate and stand in proof of 
the facts set forth in this memoriaL . 

The 3iargaret and Jessie being on an errand of legitimate trade, she had do 
BMftive to conced, and therefore did not conceal either her colors or the char- 
acter ^ her venture; a belligerent, she was entitled to all the immunities and 
pcotecdon due to friendly verads on the coasts, and in the ports, bays, harbors, 
and rivers of neutral jnnsJBcdon. 

After being chased by a federal cruiser from a distance, which the evidenoe 
puts at twenty miles from land, she had, bv dint of swiftness, escaped the pur- 
suer and was making rapidly for the island of Elenthera, which she had neared 
less than four hundred yards, when she was fired into, struck and sunk as afore- 
said. That she was then within grounds where no federal vessel could lawfully 
commit hostiliUes will not be denied, as even anv forbearance on the part of tne 
neutral power whose sovei^ignty and jurisdiction were thus invaded and in- 
frmged, instead of imparting legitimacy to the transgression, would not only en- 
tail upon such power a liability coextensive to the wrong suffered, but make it a . 
par^ to the contest, as it would thereby have departed from the position of 
neutrality. That it was an outrage of the deepest dye, fraught with all the 
evidences of the most unmitigated perverseness and effrontery, the declarations 
taken and herewith submitted but too palpably establish. 

Charles M. Morris, who was a passenger on board the Margaret and Jessie, 
attesu that the firing into her by the federal cruiser commenced when run- 
ning for the island of Eleuthera; she was only five miles distant from it; the 
war voMcl contimduff in pursuit, and incessantly discharging shot and shell which 
feQ thickly over and around the Margaret and Jessie^ until the latter arrived 
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whhin fire Imndred yards of die beach, ir1ien» te prcnreai lier going upon the 
land, ber eonne was changed, and she was headed wesiwardlj, eoasUng and 
skirting Um knd at a distance of from fonr to Sto handled jwAm from it; aft« 
M^ caiUinuedJbr mperiod of am kaur amd three mmmrHn^imhig ait wkick titme 
$ke teas never jfurtUer tJkamJive hundred yardijram ile lamL The war Tend 
continued the chase» bcin^ about a mUe ftoin the Margaret and Jessie, ^s- 
diarging shot and shell bj broadsides, which ML Aicklj around the Tessd, 
manw passing over and striking the land, and so near wns the llaigaret and 
Jodsie, daring all this time, kept to the shore, that she loek noimd sereral times 
in passiue over the reefs which lie a short distance from the land, and erentn- 
ally a pLell shot from the vessd-of-war struck the Margaret and Jesne, she 
then being not farther than foar hundred yards from the land, and passed 
through into her boiler, which so disabled her, tha^ within a minnte at time, dm 
took the ground and filled with water. 

This statement of Gharics M. Morris is strengtheaedby the coneovdant dedara- 
tlons of all the other witnesses, who testify to the aame effect, with slighi Tari- 
auces, which would only go to reduce to three hvudred yards the distance at 
which the Margaret and Jessie stood from the htnA the whole time that she 
was headed westwardly, and was kept coasting and skiitinr the land, until she 
was struck, disabled, and sunk. Thus is the fret friily estuilished, that for up- 
wards of an hour and three-quarters the Margaret and Jesne (she beinc then 
within less than five hundred yards from the island of Eleraiera, and the 
United States cruiser at less than a mile further) was dMsed, porsned, and re- 
peatedly fired into by the latter without there brag anything in her conduct of 
a nature to incur the wrath of the pursuer, or to afiifd him the slis^test ex- 
cuse for the infringement of Britbn suprema^ over ncmnd widim whidi, 
under her Britannic Majesty's protection, she was endtlea to enjoy all the im- 
, in unities of asylum, hospitality, and intercourse. Nor cooU those on board the 
pursuing vessel have been, at the time, in error * t iywtin g the character of the 
waters over which they were treading. Not only was the Mamret and Jessie 
so dose to the shore tnat her passeneers could exdiange woxds and conyerae 
with the people upon the beach, but Uie shots and shdls fired from the federd 
cruiser could be seen falUng upon the land, passing diroi^ the tenements there, 
and fordng the inhabitants, stricken with terror, to fly from their dwellings and 
seek refage under the hills. 

Clintoto Johnson, a fanner of the island of Elendieni, who liyes at the town 
known as James Cistern, on the south side of said island, thos describes the 
drcumstances, the Ume, and manner of the pmsuit whidi brought the Margaret 
and Jessie to the shoals where she was stranded. Says he: ''On Saturday, 
tlie thirtieth of ]^Iay last, I heard the report of a cannon on the north side of 
the island. I immediately went to the high land to the north of the town and 
saw two steamships, one in chase of the other, the outer shin discharging guns 
very rapidly at the shin that was nearest to the idand, and both approaching, 
at frill speed, to the land. The ship nearest the land was an unarmed yessd, 
and the vessd chasinr her was a yessd-cf-war. The unarmed yessd haying 
arrived within three hundred yards of Ae bench, changed her course tjSi 
skirted dong the land, at no time beine four hundred yarda from it The 
yessd-of-war dso changed her course, and having aniyed witlun a distance of, at 
most, half a mile from the other ship, contimmeifsr at least an hour and m 
htdf to discharge^ without cessation^ shot and aA. whidk from time to time 
passed over the inner ship and struck and enUded upon the land. Many of 
the shots fdl within a dbtance of one hundred yards ^>m the dwdling-houses 
m the town of James Cistern, and caused great destruction among Uie trees 
and woods in the neighborhood, and the inhaUtants of the town, fearing that 
their houses would be struck by the shot, and aooie of tlmm be kiUed, quitted 
the town and took refuge under the hills t31 &e ^ww^ hadeeased." 
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T^^ be noticed that tlie chaee nni pnniint of the Margaret and Jessie were 
[ ^ on the north side of the settlement of James's Point* where the 
iJ^ but two miles wide firom ncnrth to south. 

i and Samnel Mackej* together with Theodore CnrelKer and William 
%i|a ^ ^ ^^^ same settlement, were fishing at the time on the south side of the 
r^^Xkient» and here is what they say of the occnrrence* as hj them witnessed : 
uljl Thomas jilaekej : ** I was out fishing ; I heard the reports of several heaTj 
jpoi; the sonnd came from the northeast across the island; when the botU 
(ms fishiD^ boat] was about three miles from the aettlemcnt, and about half a 
Buk bom tne southern shore* I heard the report of another gun, and mow a eamr 
nom $koifaU in the ttater about nxty mr tettnty yarJU ahead of the boat 
M tnltdl we icere* and very near the boat in which jieodore Cutdlier wom,** 

How near must the chasing vessel have been to the northern shore may casO j 
he deduced firom the fact of the shot trarersmg the island and reaching more 
than seventj jards bejond the southern shoie. 

Theodore Ciuyellier testifies that ** whfle he was out fishing on Saturday, the 
30th of May, on the southern side of the settlement of James's Point, in the 
island of Eleuthera — ^whieh settlement is bounded on the north and south by the 
sea, the distance across being only two miles — ^he heard the report of several 
guns. He immediately went on shore, proceeded to a hill nearly over to the north* 
em fide, and climbed up a tree, that he might see firom whence the guns were 
being fired. On lookine out to sea saw two steamers, one of tbem having nad- 
dle-boxes and steering down outside of a reef, which is about three hundrea or 
four hundred yards from the shore, and the other without paddle-boxes, also 
steering down outside of the reef, about five or six hundred yards from the first 
'steamer* The steamer fbrther out was firing at the inner one; she would fire 
first firom one side, and then turn and fire irom the other side. He could see the 
shots fipom these guns fall upon the land, about three hundred yards from where 
he was up the tree, about half a mile firom the s^ement; on seeing the shot 
hU so near he jumped fix>m the tree, ran back to the southern shore, and got * 
into his boat to come home. While he was coming down he heard a gun co o£F 
in the direction of the two steamers, and a cannon ball passed his head and fell 
in the sea about thirty yards from him, which caused him to £ill down in the 
boat firom the shock.*' 

Samuel Mackey, a planter, who resides at James's Point, was also fishing on 
the southern side of the settlement, " when he heiurd the reports of several heavy 
gune firom the northeast, and on rcturtunr to the shore, being about three yards 
Som it, saw a cannon ball fall oil the land on the inside of the settlement, where 
the bouses are built, and found afterwards a portion of the shell in the place 
wbere he had seen it falL** 

William Hanna corroborates eveiy essential statement made by the preceding 
witnesses, and Jane Hanna gives the finishing stroke to the stirring scene in her 
elter, short, and unadorned narrative of incidents, which she watched the more 
doeely, as she found herself within range of the shots fired by the federal cruiser, 
and in imminent peril of being killed by one of than. 

This woman lives on the same settlement of James's Point. ''On Saturday, 
the 30th of 3Iay last," says she, ''I was in my house at James's Point, when I 
h^urd guns firing from the sea; I looked out of the door of my house to the 
north; the house is on a hill, about two miles from the shore on the northern 
side dT the settlement; I can see the sea from the door; I saw a steamer pass- 
ing up along the shore, firing guns; I left my house and went on a hill near 
where I saw another anead, at which the other was firing; I watched them for 
8<Mne time, when the inner steamer turned and came down ; I then saw the steamer 
that had been firing also turn and commence to fire at her; several of the shots 
I saw fall on the land; I entered my house, when I heard another report of a 
gun, and something that struck on the roof of my house; I looked out of ihe 
door and saw the steamer that had been firing before opposite my house and 
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clouded In tmoke; I went orer to tlie northern Bide in the evening, and eaw one 
of the steamers on shoret and the other-^e one that had been firing the gnns-^ 
lying ontside of her» with a flag fljing.*' (The United Sutes flag, as attested 
by other witnesses.) 

The facts euted by these witnesses require no comment, and lose nothing bj 
retaining the unstudied style in which they are told. 

Unless there be no virtue in the principles which regulate the relations between 
bdligerents on the one side and neutrals on the ouer» they cannot fail to im* 
press themselves on the mind as being of the most grave sijp;nificance and ina> 
port. The recogmtion by the great powers of Christendom of the existence of 
dvil war between the Confederate States and the States that still retain the 
name of the United States of America* and the avowed determination of t h ose 
powers not to take part in the mighty conflict for independence on the one side* 
for subjugation on the other* in wbien said States are engaged* has imparted te 
them not only the character of belligerents* j^ssessing the 80vere%n rights of 
war and entitled to be respected in Uie exercise of those rights* but also those 
attributes which are inherent to friendly powers* and invest them incontestaUj 
with equal rights of asylum* hospitality* and intercourse in neutral tentte- 
ries. 

Confiding in the immunities arising out of the relations created by that recog^ 
nition and that avowal* and reposing unbounded faith in the abilitjr of the powevs 
thus committed by their own declarations to vindicate and uphold those immu- 
nities when invoked within their respective jurisdiction, the undersigned, witk 
others of the Confederate States, selected the port of Nassau* in the Bahamas, 
as one of the points where might be centred what of commercial intercourse wad^ 
trade might find a channel to and from the confederate ports* notwithstanding 
the difficulties and perils which the blockade of said ports was likely to entau 
upon such intercourse and trade. 

The selection and the traffic proving hi^ly profitable to both her Britanaie 
Majesty's subjects and the citizens of the Confederate States* tiiere came to he 
established* between Nassau on the one side, and Charleston and WHmingtom 
on the other, a regular, uninterrupted communication, through the steady voyages 
of upwards of twenty steamers carrying openly, and without serious hindFanoe* 
to and from said ports the commodities uiterdianged in each of them reaper 
tivelj. 

Of seven steamers which the undersigned alone has kept plying on the see 
between the said ports, and which have performed no less than mir^-two round 
voyages within these twelve months just elapsed, aggregating a return cargo of 
over 21,000 bales of cotton, not one has ever been ^topped in her trade, or im 
any manner impeded in her progress, by the interference of the blockading 
force; all of them have carried out successfully their adventures, with the ex- 
ception of the Kate and the Stonewall Jackson* which were lost by mere acci- 
dent — the one as she ascended }he river near Wilmington, and the other by 
being stranded on the bar at Charieston. 

Among the said steamers was peculiarly distinguishable the Margaret and 
Jessie, for the precision and steadiness of her voyages, having performed in less 
than five months five complete trips, with a full return cargo of cotton, to. Nas- 
sau, aggregating 3,714 bales, as may be seen by the sworn declaration of J. B. 
Lafitte, and th^ certified statement of the custom-house collector at the port, 
hereto annexed. 

It was not until the Mar^ret and Jessie fell in with a federal cruiser on the 
grounds of her Britannic Majesty's jurisdiction, and diere was chase^. pursued* 
and fired into by said cruiser, within voice-hearing distance of the land near by, 
and in sight of an inhabited settlement, and in defiance of the protection which 
she had an unqu^tionable right to enjoy* being within neutral waters* and far 
27 C • 
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htjffoA the line asaigned as the ultimate tenniana fi» inch lioatilitic8» tliat a 
rami, of the rnidersi^ied was interfered with and aasailrf. 

The nndersifi^ned* therefore, now files herewith a condensed statement and 
eridenee of the loss which he has sustained in consequence of the piratical 
coarse pursued by the federal cruiser towards the Margaret and Jessie, rcspect- 
fbllj requesting your excellencj to submit the same, with this memorial and 
the accompanying documents, to the consideration of her Britannic Maiesty's 
imperial government, that it may please said goyemment, under the pledges, 
obugatkms, and guarantees of its declared ueutralitj, to press the same to a 
speMY recoenitioii and settlement 

I nave ue honor to be, sir, your exceUcDqr's nost obedient, humble 
serrant, 

GEORGE A. TBEKHOLH, 
By his agent, JOHN B. LAFITTE. 

His Excellency Cbaklbs John Bailby, Eso^ C. B^ 
G^9ermmr and Cemmandtr-in-Ckieft Baimmma, 



No.t. 



Bahama Islands, Xew Proviiemee: 

By this public instrument of deckration and protest be it known and made 
Dumifcst, that, on Tuesday, the second day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and. sixty-three, personally came and appeared before 
me, Bruce £uckbart Bumside, a notaiy public, by lawful authority appointed, 
duly admitted and sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassau, in the 
isknd of New ProTidence, TVillium Wilson, the master of Uie steamship l^ar- 
garet and Jessie, of aud belonging to the port of Charleston, in the State ot 
Sooth Carolina, Confederate Sutes of America, and caused a protest to be 
duly noted before me, the said notary, against the acts and deeds of the captain, 
or other officer, in chaige of a certain Yessel-of-war of and belonging to the 
United States of America, occasioning injurY to the said steamship Margaret 
sad Jc^^ie, and thereby entailing lo»s and damage to the owners and others 
interested in the said steamship and the cargo on board of her laden. And 
iMw on this day, being FridaY, tne fifth dsY of June, in the year aforesaid, again 
came and appeared the said William Wilson, the master, and James Forbes, 
first mate; Christopher Cowper, second mate; John Fitzgerald, third mate; 
Thomas Plane, purser; John Blackly, caroenter; Bobert Warner Lock wood, 

SUot; Octavius lienry Dorsett, coasting pilot; Peter Skues, chief engeneer; 
ohn Scott, second engineer; Thomas Russell, third engineer; Samuel Johnson, 
fourth engineer; John Mcljaau^ fireman; Joseph Gilbreath, fireman, of and be- 
longing to the said steamship, who, of their own free will and voluntary accord, 
did sokmnly declare — such declaration being made in pursuance of the laws of 
the Bahamas for substituting a declaration in lieu of an oath in certain cases — 
That these declarants and the rest of the crew of the said tteamship Margaret 
and Jessie sailed in and on board of her on Wednesday, the twenty-seventh 
day of May last past, from the port of Charleston, in the State of South Caro- 
lina, oiicT of the Confederate States of America, with a cargo consisting of seven 
hundred and thirty bales of cotton, and with sixteen passengers, bound on a 
voyage to Nassau, in the island ci New Providence, one of the said Bahama 
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islnndt; tbe Mid steamsbip, at tbe time of ber departure as aforesaid, bdi» 
tight, staanch, strong, and seaworthy, and in erery respect fitted, eqaippe£ 
manned, and found for the prosecation of the aforesaid voyage. That nothmg^ 
material occurred (they encountered heavy weather) until the forenoon of Satur- 
day, Uie thirty-first day of May, about 10 a. m^ civil Ume, the Margaret and 
Jessie then being about ninety miles to the north and east of the island of 
Abaco, one of the Bahama islands, and then steering a south by west e(»nrse to 
make the land of Eleuthera, also one of the Bahama islands, the territory of 
her Majesty the Ouecn of Great Briuin, then di&Unt about twenty-five milea» 
a steamship was observed to the leeward of the Margaret and Jessie, headin|^ 
eaatwardly across her stem. 

That about a quarter of an hour after the said steamship had been first ob- 
served by the parties on boiurd the Margaret and Jessie she was seen to change . 
her course and give chase to the Margaret and Jessie, the master of which, sus- 
pecting that the other vessel was a vessel-of-war of the United States and that 
the intention was to make a prise of his vessel, ordered her to be put at full 
speed for the land of Eleuthera, then being a part of the neutr.d territoiy of her 
Britannic Majesty the Queen of England. 

That the said vessel-of-war continued to chase the Margaret and Jessie, but 
at no time succeeded in approaching nearer to her than four miles until about 
half past tweh'e o'clock noon of that day. The Margaret and Jessie being distant 
from the main land of Eleuthera, which ehe was then fast approaching, about: 
five miles, and the vessel-of-war distant astern of the Margaret and Jessie about 
four miles, a shot was fired from the veescl-of-war which fell short of the Maxga^ 
ret and Jessie. That the Margaret and Jessie was still run direct for the land» 
and arrived within the territorial limit of three miles shortly after, in the meaar 
time the vessel-of-war firing shot after shot at her. 

Tliat from the time the Margaret and Jessie arrived within sucb terri t or i al 
limit as aforesaid, the Margaret and Jessie being hemmed in by the land, the 
vcssel-of-war was enabled to approach nearer to her, and the Margaret and Jessie 
was consequently taken to within three hundred yards of the shore. 

That from the time the Margaret and Jessie arrived within such territorial 
limit as aforesaid, until she was taken to within such distance of three 
hundred yards from the land as before mentioned, no cessation whatever was 
made in the discharge from the war vessel of shot and shell, many of which 
passed over the Margaret and Jessie, struck and exploded upon the land which 
lay within her. 

That the steamshin Margaret and Jessie having arrived within the distanee 
of three hundred yorus, as uibresaid, her course was at once changed to prevent 
her grounding on the rocks, and she was coasted along the land in a westwardlj 
direction, keeping within that distance from the land, notwithstanding which 
no cessation was made in the discharge of shot and shell from the war vessel, 
which approached to within five hundred yards of the Margaret and Jessie and 
coasted along with her for an hour and a half, iucessantlv discharging shot, 
shelK and what appeared to these declarants to be grape ana canister. 

That the Margaret and Jessie, from her close proximity to the land, took the 
bottom on several occasions, and many of the shot and shell discharged at her 
passed over and struck against the land of Eleuthera. That at about thirty 
minutes pnst three p. m., the Margaret and Jessie then being not over three 
hundrt-d yards from the beach, a seven-inch spherical shelly discharged firom the 
vessel-of-war, struck her on the starboard side, just below the water-line, and 
entered her boiler, causing the steam to escape, thereby severely iniurin^ 
one of her engineers, and the water to flow into the ship. And the said dedaiw 
ant, William Wilson, then at once ordered the wheel to be put a-starboard, but 
before the order could be obeyed the ship ran upon the ground and filled with 
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water not Aree hundred jarda from the beiu ^!h« her position beinr a little to the 
east of a point of land known aa Jameses P< '>int» on the north aicb of the iduid 
of Eleiiibaa, one of the Bahama ialands. ^ 

And the declarants did farther declare, t .hat whflst the said merchant ship 
Xai^garei and Jessie and the said vessel-^-^^rar of the United States of America 
were both within the territorial inrisdietion ^of her Majes^ the Queen of Great 
Britain, as hereinbefore detailed, they, th^; said parties on board of the said 
▼eeael-of-war, then being officers in the m jiyal service of the United States of 
America, in violation of the municipal laws . of the said territory of her Majestj 
the Queen, did feloniously discharge agaiiir i the said parties then being on board 
of the said steamship Margaret and Jessi. e certain cannons then loaded with 
sunpowder and shot, shell, sLrapnell, and ot^ber deadly missiles, with intent there- 
by the eaid parties on board the said mc irchant slup Haxgaret and Jessie, or 
some of them, to kill and murder. 

That from the time that the said vessel- -of-war entered within the distance of 
three miles from the land until the time th»at a shot from her sunk the Margaret 
and Jessie, as before set forth, the Ame*rican ensin was flying at her main 
peak ; she being a brig-rigged steam veslsd propelled by side wheels, with a 
Deam engine above the deckl That when! a shot nropelled from a gun on board 
of her struck the Margaret and Jessie, shd, the said war vessel, was distant from 
the main land of Eleutbera not five hundred yards ; but so soon as it was ob- 
served by the parUes on board of the wajr vessd that the Margaret and Jessie 
had been driven ashore and sunk, the vesaid-of-war was headed to sea, and having 
proceeded to the distance of about a milf3 from where the Margaret and Jessie 
Uy« she, the vessel-of-war, was brought to anchor, and two armed boats de- 
spsdtched to the Maigaret and Jessie, which rowed round her; in the said boata 
were officers in the uniform of the navy ol^ the United States, and this declarant, 
the 8»d James Forbes, inquired of one o(^ the officers what ship-of-war that was, 
and was answered that it was the United States vessel-of-war Savannah, but 
these declarants believe that in truth a^ in fact the vessel-of-war was the 
United States vessel-of-war Rhode Island, and not the Savannah. 

And these declarants did further declare that the master and crew of the said 
steamship, with the passengers, observing the armed boats proceeding for the 
said steamship, all quitted her and landed on the shore. 

That shortly after parties of wreckers from inland came down, and the said 
^ steamship was given up to them to work in endeavoring to save the cargo, and 
if possible to get her o£ 

That the said parties immediately commenced working, and, with the aid and 
assistance of others who subsequently arrived at the ship in wrecking vessels, 
succeeded, after great exertion, in discharging the cargo and in pumping the 
water from the said steamship, after which she was floated off in their charge. 
He, the declarant, the said Captain Wilson, bebg also on board, brought her to 
this oort of Nassau, the passengers and crew having been brought to this port 
of Masaau in the wrecking vessels, they, the said wreckers, claiming salvage 
and remuneration for their services to the said ship and her cargo. 

And the said declarants did further declare that from the time the said steamship 
quitted the said port of Charleston until she was sunk, as aforesaid, within the 
jurisdiction of her Britannic Majesty, by a vessel-of-war of the United States, 
everything was done by the master and all on board to conduct her in safety 
to the port of her destination, and they attribute the sinking of the said steam* 
ship and her stranding upon the island of Eleuthera to the act of the parties 
on board of the said vessel-of-war of the United States, whilst both of said 
vessels wero within the territorial jurisdiction of her Majesty the Queen, in 
exercising acts of hostility against the said merchant steamship Margaret and 
Jessie, and feloniously attempting to kill and murder tlie persons on board of 
her, she then being not three huiMlred yards from the land, and to the frict of a 
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shell baving been sliot tbrongh tbe side of the said i^teamsbip from tbe faii 
Tessel-of-war* whea said laat-mentioned ▼easel was not five ImnOred yards from 
the land. 

WM. WILSON. Master. 

JAMES FORBES, Ckief Mate. 

CHRISTOPHER COOPER* Seeond Matt. 

J. FITZGERALD- 
THOMAS PLANE. Purser. 

JOHN BLACKLEY, Carpenter. 

ROBERT WARREN LOCKWOOD. Pikd. 

OCTAVIUS H. DORSETT. Coasting Pilot. 

PETER SKOSE, Chief Engineer. 

JOHN SCOTT, Second Engineer. 

THOMAS RUSSELL. Third Engineer. 

SAMUEL JOHNSON, Fourth Engineer. 

JOHN McLEAN. 
hb 

JOSEPH X 6ILBREATH. 
maik. 

Wherefore the said master has desired me, the said notaij. to protest, and I 
do. by the^e presents, solemnly and formally protest and declare against tbe 
acts and deedd of the persons on board of tne said vessel-of-war. and against 
all and every act, matter, and thing occasioning, as aforesaid, loss and damage 
to the said steamship, to the intent that it may be submitted unto, suffered and 
borne by those to whom it diall of ri^ht belong, or in toy wise concern. 

In testin)ony whereof the said declarants have hereunto set their hands, and 
I. the said notary, my hand and seal notarial, thb fifth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 

, . , B. L. BURNSIDE. 

l^^^H Notary Public, Bahanuu, 

Bahama Islands. New Providence: 

To all to whom these presents shall come : I. Charles Rogers Nesbitt, eaq., 
colonial secretary of the Bahama islands, do hereby certify that Bruce Lool* 
hart Bumside, who attests, as a notary public, the protest hereto attadied. is a 
duly qualified notary public, and that all faith and credit is and ought to be 
given to his acts and deeds as such. 

In witness whereof. I have hereto set my hand this fifth day of June, in tbe 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 

C. R. NESBITT. 

Colonial Secretary. 
Bahama Islands: 



By his excelleney Charles John Bayley, esq., companion <^ the i 

[seal.] honorable Order of the Bath, governor, and commander-in-chi^ in mod 
over the said islands, chancellor, vice-admiral and ordinary of the same. 
To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: Be it knoiim thai tbe 
Hon. Charles Rogers Nc«bitt. esq., by whom the annexed certificate it sub- 
scribed, was on the day of the date thereof, and now is. the colonial seeietaiy 
for the said Bahama islands; therefore all due faith and credit aie and ought tm 
be had and given to the said annexed certificate. 

In testimony whereof. I have caused the seal of the said islands to be hereunto 
affixed at Nassau. N. P.. this sixth day of June. A. D. 1863, and in the twenty- 
sixth year of her Miyes^'s rdgn. 

C.J.BAYLET. 
By bis excellency's command : 

C. R. Nb8B1TT» Colonial Secretary. 



422 DIPLOMATIC CQRRESPOarDENCB. 



Bahama Islands, New Proride 

Know an men bj tbese nretents, tbat on the sixtli day of June, in die jear 
«»f oar Lord one thonsand eidbl hundred and dztj-three, before roe, Bniee 
Loekhart Bomside, a notary publk, bj kwful anthority ap^inted, do] j admitted 
And sworn, residing and practicing in the dtj <^ Nassao, m the iaknd of New 
ProTidence, personallj came and appeared ChaHet M. Morris, at present of the 
oty of Nassau, in the island of New Providence, gentleman, who did solemnlj 
declare — snch declaration being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas 
fi»r substituUng a declaraUon in lieu of an oath in certain cases 

That he, tM declarant, was a pafweng er on board the steamship Margarel 
sxftd Jessie, which sailed from the port of Charleston on the twentj-serenth 
^jof May last, bound for this port of Nassan. 

That on the morning of Satimbj, the thirUcth, a steam vessel-ef-war gave 

disse to the Margaret and Jessie, and she was run for the land of Eleuthera, one 

of the Bahama islands, in the territoiy of her Majesty the Queen of Qreat 

Britain, and at about half past twdre, noon, the Margaret and Jessie being 

then distant from the land of the island of Eleuthera about five miles, with the 

^<essel-of-war astern, distant about four miles, the latter vessel opened fire upoft 

W with shot and shell ; that the Maxgaret and Jessie was stQl headed for the 

^^^ the war vessel continuing in pursuit, incessandy discharging shot and 

*hdl, which fell thickly over and around the Margaret and Jessie, undl she 

^^nved within five hundred yards of the beach, when, to prevent her going 

^jU the land, bar course was changed mid she was hieaded westwardly, coasdng 

^^^kirting the land, at a distance <? between four and five hundred yards from it. 

That she thus contioued for a pmod of an hour and three^uarters, durinr 

^^liich time the Margaret and Jesrie never was further than five hundred 

7*tdi from the land ; the vessel of- war continued die chase, being to the distance 

^^^Qt a mile from the Margaret and Jessie and discharging shot and shdl by 

^7]^tde8, which tM thicklv around die vessel, and manv of which passed 

l?^^Jier and struck the land; and so near durinr all this latter time was the 

^j^'S^M^ and Jessie kept to the shore that she twSi Ae ground several Umes in 

'^^S ®^^ * ^^ which lies a short distance from the Und. 

j^P^t eventually a shell shot from die vessel-of-war struck the Mar|aret and 

j) J^2.^ she then being not further t&an four hundred yards from the land, and 

of 2^^ through into her boiler, which so disabled her that she, within a minute 

g^^^^^e, took the eround and filled with water, not over four hundred varda 

It^^ ^ beach, and the passengers and crew, fearing that boats would board 

tf^2?^^he vessel-of-war, quitted the vessel and went to die shore, and shortly 

It^^^^^ids two boats fW>m die vessd-ef-war quitted her and rowed around tM 

^^^^^'^ret and Jessie as she lay ashore, and then returned to their ship, in which 

»l^ >vf^re officers dressed in the unifonn of the United States navy. 
^^^^ di« said steam vessel-of-war had flying from her main peak die United 
lil^^^ ensign, she being brig-rigged, with a b^m-engine on deck, propelled by 

^^heela* 
^ CM. MORRIS, 

^dared to» at Kaasan, thi« sixtk i»r of June, A. D. 186S. 

B. L. BRUCE. 
I<BA1-] Notary PMie, BaJkamt. 
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N«. 4. 



Bab AM A Islands* New Prmriimn: 

Know all men bj these preMnU, Unit on this sixtli daj of June, in the year 
of our Lord one Uioosand eight hundred and aixtj-three* before ne, Bmoe 
Lockbart Bumside, a notary pnUic. bj lawfol anthori^ appointed, duly ad- 
mitted and ewom, rceidiog ana practicing in the dty of Naasan, in the islaiid of 
New Providencet pertondly came and appeared Uharles R. King and Heniy 
B. Claiborne, at present of the city of Nassau, in the island of Now Providenee^ 
gentlcufn who did solemnly declare— snch declaration being made in pnrsaaBoa 
of the laws of the Bahamas for substituting a declaration in lieu of an oath in 
certain cases 

That they, the declarants, were passengers on board the steamship Margaret 
and Jessie, which sailed from the poit of Charleston on the twenty-seventh of 
May last, bound for this nort of Nassau. 

That having heard read oTcr to them the annexed declaration <^ Charles II. 
Morris, they can personally testify that everythmg therein contained is just and 
true, these declarants havmg been eye-witnesses to all the occurrences therein 
detailed and set forth. 

H. B. CLAIBORNE. 
CHARLES R. KING. 

Declared to, at Nassau, this sixth day of June, A. B. 1863. 

B. L. BURNSIDE, 
[f^BAL.] Notary Pablie, Bakammt. 



No. 5. 

Bahama Islands, New Procidrmce: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this sixth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord one thousana eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce 
Lockhart Bumside, a notary public by lawful authority appointed, duly ad* 
milted and sworn, residing and practicing in tlie city of Nassau, in the island of 
New Providence, personally came and appeared Robert C. Fonte, at present of 
the city of Nassau, in the isUnd of New Providence, gentleman, who did 
solemnly declare — snch declaration being nmde in pursuance of the laws of the 
Bahamas for substituting a deckration in lieu of an oath in cerUin cases— 

That he, the declarant, was a passenger on board the steamship Margaret and 
Jessie, which sailed from the port of Charleston on the twenty-seventh <Mf May 
last, bound for thb port of Nassau. 

That on the morning of Saturday, the thirtieth, a steam vessel-of-war gave 
chase to the Margu^et and Jessie, and she was run for the land of Eleuthera, 
one of the Bahama isUnds, in the territoiy of her Majesty the Queen of Ghreat 
Britain, and about half past twelve, noon, the Margaret and Jessie, being then 
disunt from the land of the island of Eleuthera about five miles, with the vessel- 
of- war astern, distant about five miles, the latter vessel opened fire upon her 
with shot and shelL That the Maigaret and Jessie was still headed for the 
land, the war vessel continuing in pursuit, incessantly discharging shot and shdl. 
which fell thickly over and around the Margaret and Jessie, until she arrived 
within five hundred yards of the beach, when, to prevent her going upon the 
land, her course was changed,and she was headed westwardly, coasting and skirt* 
ing the land, at a distance of between four and five hundred yards from it. That 
she thus continued for a period of an hour and three-quarters, during aU which 
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time Uie Margaiet and Jessie nerer was fbrtbar than five bondred yards firoa 
tbe land ; tbe Tessel-ef-war coniinned to chase, being to the distance of about 
a mile from the land, and discharging shot and bMI by broadsides, which fell 
thicklj aronnd the Te&sel, and man j <^ which passed over her kai stmck the 
land ; and so near, dnrinf all this latter time, was the lUrgaret and Jessie kepi 
to the shore that she- took the ground several times in passmg over a reef which 
Bee a short distance firom the land. That eventnallj a shell shot from the vea- 
■d-of-war strack the Margaret and Jessie, she then bdng not further than four 
hundred yards firom the land, and passed throneh into her boiler, which so disa> 
bled her that she, within a minute of time, took tbe srouiid and filled with water, 
not over four hundred yards from the beach, and the passeneers and crew, fear> 
ing that boats would board firom the vessd^f-war, quitted Uie vessel and went 
to the shore ; and shortly afterwards two boats from the vessel-of-war quitted 
Ker and rowed around the Margaret and Jessie as she lay ashore, and then le* 
tomed to their ship, in which boats were oflficers dressed in the unifona of the 
United States navy. That the said vessd-of-war had flvine from her mala 
peak the United States ensign, she being brig-rigged, with a beam engine on 

deck, and propelled by side inie^ 

R. G FONTE. 

Pechured to, at Nassau, this sixth day of June, A. B. 1863. 

B. L. BURNSIDE, 
fsBAU] . Kfditry Public^ BakawiOM. 



Ko. 6. 



Bahama IsLAfCoe, Kew Proridemee: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this sixth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce 
Loekhart Bumside, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly ad- 
mitted and sworn, reeidiiiff and practicing in the d y of Nassau, in the island of 
Kew Providence, persomuly came and appeared Ivey Foreman, at present of 
the citv of l^aiFsau, in the islsnd of New Providence, gentleman, who did 
solemnly declare — such declaration being made in pursuance of the laws of the 
Bahamas for substituting a declaration in lieu of an oath in certain cases — 

That he, the declarant, was a .passenger on board the steamship Margaret 
and Jessie, which sailed horn the port of Charleston on the twentv-seventh day 
of May last, bound for the port of Nassau. That having heard read over to 
him the annexed declaration of Robert C. Fonte, he can personally testify that 
everything therein contained is just and true, this declarant having bc^ an 
eye-witness to all the occurrences therein detailed and set fbrth. 

IVEY FOREMAN. 

Declared to, at Nassau, this sixth day of June, A. B. 1863. 

B. L BURNSIDE, 
[SBAU] Notary Publict Bahama: 



No. ?• 



Bahama Islands, Kew Praviienee : . 

Know an men by these presents, that on this eleventh day of June, in die 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, JSmea 
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LocUuurt Bnrnside, a noUiy pubBc, bj lawful antboritT appointeji, ivij ad* 
milted and swoiHt residinr and piactidiig in tbe city of Nassao* in tbe iflbuid of 
New Providence, pereonaflT came and appeared Laurence Tbietcdin, at present 
of tbe island of "New ProTidence» gentleman, and Lanreel TbiesceHn, of tbe island 
of New Providence, single woman, wbo did solemnlj declare — sncb declaration 
* being made in pursuance of tbe laws of tbe Babamas for substituting a dedans 
tion in lieu of an oalb in certain ca s es ■ 

'rbat tbcse declarants are subjects (^ bis imperial Majestr Napoleon tbe 
Tbird, Emperor of tbe Frencb, and are natives of tbe dtj of Paris, m tbe em* 
pire of France, but for some years past bare resided in Mobile, in tbe State of 
Alabama, one of tbe Sutes of America knoWn as tbe Confederate States of 
America. 

Tbat thej sailed in and on board of tbe confederate mercbant steamsbip Mar- 
garet and Jessie, on Wednesday, tbe twentj-seventb of May last past, froaa 
Cbarleston, Soutb Carolina, as passengers for Nassau, on tbdr waj to France. 

Tbat on Saturdav morning, about ten o'clock, a vessd-of-war gave cbase to 
tbe Margaret and Jessie, and continued to cbase untO about twelve o'clock, wbea 
tbe Mar^ret and Jessie bad been brougbt to about five miles distant from tbe 
land of Eleutbera, witbin tbe jurisdiction of ber Majesty, tbe Queen of En^ 
land. Tbe war vessel was tben astern of tbe Margaret and Jessie about four 
miles, and commenced to fire sbot and sbell at ber. 

Tbat tbe war vessel continued to cbase tbe Margaret and Jessie and to fire 
sbot and sbell at ber incessantly, until tbe latter ve^el was taken witbin tbree 
or four buudred yards of tbe shore of die island of Eleutbera, aforesaid, tbe 
war vessel coming into tbe satoe sbore witbin tbe distance of one mile, and 
coasting along witb tbe 3Iargaret and Jessie, and discbarging sbot and sbell 
at ber, many of wbicb tbese declarants saw strike tbe land of Eleutbenu 
Tbat during all the time before referred to, tbese declarants renuuned on deck, 
but the danger to life on board of the Margaret and Jessie being very great 
from tbe constant dic^charge of sbell and other missiles, which fell thickly around 
her, and it being evident that tbe intention of tbe parties on board of tbe war 
vessd was to kill and murder the persons tben on board tbe Margaret and Jessie, 
they, the dedarants, Laurence Tbiescelin and Lanred Tbiescelin, were persuaded 
by tbe male passengers wbo were witb them in tbe Margaret and Jessie to take 
refuse in the cabin. 

liiat at the time tbe said Laurence Tbiescelin and Laured Tbiescelin left tbe 
deck and went to tbe cabin, the said steamsbip Margaret and Jessie was not 
over four hundred yards from tbe beach, and the war vessel was not a mile dis- 
tant from the Maigaret and Jessie. Tbat after tbese declarants went into the 
cabin the ship struck several times on tbe bottom, and they still beard tbe in- 
cessant di:!charge of cannon from the war vessd. 

That after they bad been for some time in the cabin, a sbot struck tbe Mar- 
garet and Jessie, and almost immediately after she ran upon tbe ground, and 
the declarants, upon ^oing to the deck, found tbat tbe ship was upon the ground* 
not four hundred yards from tbe beach. 

And tbese declarants further declare tbat tbe parties on board tbe Maigaiei. 
and Jessie, fearing tbat she would be boarded from tbe war vessel, wbicb bad 
then anchored a shoit distance from them, immediately hastened to tbe shore, 
and, immediately after, armed boats were sent from the vessd-of-war, m whieb 
were officers in tbe naval uniform of the United States of America, which boaU 
approached near to tbe Margaret and Jessie, rowed round ber, and tben returned 
to their ship. 

And these dedarants lastly declare tbat they verily believe, and are convinced, 
tbat the intention of the said parties on board the said vessd-of-war, in dis- 
charging shot and sbell from guns on board tbat vessd at the Margaret and 
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Jessie, wliea both tneh ressds were witbin the territorial jafisdictioa of her 
Majee^ the Queen, was none other than to 1^01 and mnrder the parties, or soflM 
of them, then being on board the Margaret and Jessie. 

THIESCELIN. 

LAUEEEL THIE8CELIN. 

Declared to, at Nassau, the dcventh day of Jone, A. D. 1863, before me. 
rSsAL.! ^- ^ BURNSIDE, 



No. 8, 



Bahama Islands, New Proviiemee: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this sixth day of Jane, in the year 

of onr Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce LodL- 

bait Bnmside, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted^ 

and sworn, residing ana practicing in the city of Nassau, in the island of New 

Providence, personally came and appeared Clinton Johnson, of the bland of 

Eleatbers, fiurmer, wlio of his own nee will and Toluntarr accord did declare 

that be lives at a town known as James's Cistern, on the ftouth side at the 

island of Eleuthera, and on Saturday, the thirtieth day of May last, he heard 

the reports of cannon on the north side of the island; that they immediately 

went to the high land to the north of the town, ind there saw two steamships, 

mie in chase of the other, the outer ship di»chars;iug guns very rapidly at tbe 

ship that was nearest to the shore, both of which ships were approaching at full 

spe^ to the land ; that the ship nearest the land was an unarmed vessel, and 

the vessel chasing her was a vessd-of-war; the unarmed vessel having arrived 

witbin three hundred yards of the beach, changed her course and skirted along 

the land, at no time being four hundred yards from it ; that the vcssel-of-war 

also cbangE^d her course, and having arrived within a distance of at most half a 

mile from the other ship, continued for at least an hour and a half to discharge 

without cessation shot and shell, which from time to time passed over the inner 

ship and struck and exploded upon the land ; that many of the shot so discharged 

as aforesaid fell within a distance of one hundred yards from the dwelling-houses 

in the town at James Cistern, and caused great destruction among the trees and 

wood in the neighborhood. And the inhabitants of the town fearing that their 

houses would be struck by the shot and that some of them would be killed, they 

q^nitted the town and took refuge under the hills until the firing had ceased. 

CUNTON + JOHNSON, 
mark. 

Declared to, at Nassau, this sixth day of June, A. D. 1S63, before me. 

B.L. BURNSIDE, 



[seal]. 



Xotary Public^ Bahawuu. 



No. 9. 



Bahama Islands, Kew Pramienee: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this sixth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three,before me, Bruce I>>ck- 
hart Bnmside^ s notary pubnc, by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted 
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and sworn, retidiDg and pnicHdng in die dtr of Nasaan, in Uie island of H< 
Providence, persooallj came and appeared Daniel Trigg and Hardin B. Tittlfi 
page, at preecnt of the citj of Nassau, in tbe island of New Proridenee, getk^ 
tlcmen, who did solcmiilj declare— sncli declaration bdng made in porsuaaee 
cf the laws of the Bahamas for snbstitnting a declaration in lieu of an oath ia 
certain ca8es---that thej, the declarants, were passengers on board the steam- 
ship Margaret and Jessie, which sailed from the port of Charleston oa th* 
twentj-scvcnth daj of May last, bonnd for this port of Nassau; that hawing 
heard read over to them the declaration of Robert G. Foute, they can personallx 
testify that everything therein contamed is just and true, these dedaranta haw* 
ing been eye-witnesses to all the occurrences therein detailed and set fortb, with 
the exception of the officers in the boats being in the uniform of the nair^ of 
the United Sutcs of America, which the said Daniel Trigg did not himadf mr^ 

DANIEL TRIGG. 

H. B. LITTLEPAGB. 

Declared to, at Nassau this sixth day of June, A. D. 186S. 
. . B. L. BURNSIDE, 

l*^H Xotary PMie. Ba*4ii 



No. 10. 



Bahama Islands, Kew Providemee: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this eighth day of June, in tbe 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty*three, before me, Bmee 
tiockhart Burnside, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly admittejl 
and sworn, residing and practicing in tlie city of Nassau, in the island of New 
Providence, came and appeared Fenn Feck, at present of the island of New 
Providence, master mariner, and Mathew Morris Kerr, also at present of the 
island of New Providence, merchant, who did solemnly declare-— such declare 
tion being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas for substituting m 
declaration iu lieu or an oath in certain cases — ^tbat they sailed as passengers om 
board the steamship Margaret and Jessie from Charleston on the twenty-seventh 
of May last, bound to Nassau ; that on Saturday morning, when about twen^* 
five miles from the main land of Elcuthera, one of the Bahama islands, a vessid- 
of-war gave chase to them, but that, as the Margaret and Jessie was put at full 
speed for the land, the pursuing vessel did not gain upon her until about noon; 
the Margaret and Jessie was then distant from Eleuthera about five milea» 
and the war vessel astern of the ^largaret and Jcasie about four miles ; she opened 
fire upon the Margaret and Jessie, but at first the shot fell short, bat as the Mar* 
garet and Jessie neared the land and became hemmed in by it, the shot from A% 
war vessel, which had gradually neared the Margaret and Jessie, Ml diickly 
around her; tliat the Margaret and Jessie was then taken to within four hna* 
dred yards of the shore, notwithstanding which the war vessel, which had now 
approached within a mile of her, continued to pour shot and shell and what ap- 
peared to be grape and canister juto the Margaret and Jessie; that the Mar- 
garet and Jessie continued at such distance of four hundred yards for a period 
of an hour and a half at the very least, during all which time the war vessdf 
which was not at any time a mile distant, continued incessantly dischaiginff 
shot, shell, and what anpeared to be grape and canister at the Muqgaret and 
Jessie; that during this latter time the Margaret and Jessie freqnenUy took the 

Kund, until a spherical seven-inch shot struck her, which disabled her, caused 
immediately to take the ground, fill with water, and sink, she then being 
not four hundred yards from the beach, so near, in fact, ^t persons on tha 
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beach could conyene witb persons od board the said Tcssel; that sosoonasthb 
occnrred the vessel-of- war» which was at this time coasdur alonr with tbe Mar^ 
garei and Jessie, headed to sea, and having steamed out tor a short time came 
to anchor, and the parties on board the Margaret and Jessie, observing that boata 
were abput to be sent from her, and fearing that, although within neutral terrl> 
iwrjp they would be made prisoners, thef quitted the Margaret and Jessie, and 
landed on the shore, and armed boats were seen to quit the war vessel and pro- 
ceed towards the Margaret and Jessie; Uiat the said declarant, Fenn Peck, 
found that only eight minutes and a half had elapsed from the time these armed 
boats quitted the war vessel until thej arrived at the Margaret and Jessie; and 
that hk these boats were officers dressed in the uniform of the navy of the United 
States of America; and having rowed round the Margaret and Jessie, thej re- 
turned to the vessel*of-war, which remained at anchor until dark, after which 
she was no more seen. 

FENN PECK. 

M. M. KERR. 

Declared to, at Nassau, this eighth day of June, A. D. 1863, before me. 
r.,^, 1 B. L. BURNSIDE, 

^•■^*"J Notary Puhiie, Brnkammi. 



No. II. 

Bahama Isla.xds, Kew Protidenee: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this twelfth inj of June, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce Lock- 
hart Bumside, notaty public, by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted and 
sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassau, in the island of New Provi- 
dence, personally came and apoeared William Wilson, the roaster of the con- 
federate steamship Margaret and Jessie, and Peter Skues, the chief engineer of 
the said' ship, who, of their own free will, did solemnly declare — such declaration 
being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas for subiBtitoting a declara- 
tion in lieu of an oath in certain cases — that the pieces of iron hereto attached 
are the parts of the steamship Margaret and Jessie which were struck by the 
shell thrown from an American vessel-of-war, causing the Mai^arct and Jessie 
to sink on the north side of the island of Eleuthera, and the sheU also hereto at- 
tached is the shell which struck and entered the vessel ; that this sheQ passed 
through the skin of the ship of plate-iron half an inch thick, and then struck 
the an;^le-iron and framing, which it bent and shattered as they appear attached 
hereto; that this angle-iron was torn away from its position in the ship by the 
shell which passed through the coal-bunkers, also of plate-iron, a quarter of an 
inch thick, and then struck the boiler, ^hich it fractured and made a hole 
through, from which water and steam escaped and scalded one of the engineers, 
and caused every one to escape from the engine-room. 

And the said Peter Skues, for himself, declares that the escape of steam was 
so great tliat it became impossible for any one to enter the engine-room to stop 
the engines, and consequently the engines, although the vessel was on the 
ground, continued to work until the whole of the steam had escaped, and the 
ship's fires had been put out by the water which entered from the hole in the 
side of tbe ship. 

WILLIAM WILSON. 

PETER SKU£8. 

Declared to, at Nassau, this twelfth day of June, A. D. 1863, before me. 
r..,. , B. L. BURNSIDE, 

l*"^H Kotary PMk. Bakamhi. 
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Ko.lt. 



Bahama Islands, Kew Promdemne^ 

We, the tinderaigoed ship-bntldeM, eoginecrB, and gfiipiiMisten. lurring bees 
called upon, at the instance of the owners of the confederate steamship Maigaret 
and Jessie, latelj damarad and injured by shell shot from an Amencaii ressel- 
of- war, and thereby sank on the north side of the island of Elenthen* to exaonne 
and survey the said ship as she bow lies in the harbor of Nasean* and to iqport 
on the injaries she has snstabed, and the estimated cost of such repwa as would 
be necesearj, have now the honor to report, that having gone on i>oaid die said 
steamship we carefully examined her, and found that the steamship bad been 
struck by a shell on the forwajrd side of the paddle-wheel, on the staiboaxd M^ 
but which had not pas^ into the ship ; that another shell had struck tbo dup 
on the starboard side, abaft the paddle-shaft, had passed through the side and 
carried away the angle-irons ana struck against the boiler, whQi H firactnredt 
and greatly deranged the machinenr ; that in conseauence of the Tesed lyins 
upon the ground, where she was full of water, she had become sreadj strained ; 
wherefore we recommend that the engines be taken apart in order thai the sole- 
plate may be carefully examined ; that die pipe and boiler be made sood ; thai 
the plates of iron which have been broken by the shot passing raroogh bo 
renewed, and the ship refiistened where it is required ; that in conseqiieiiee of 
the great strain to which the ship has been subjected, that she he thoroi^gfalj 
ovcHiauled, and the deck recalked and secured ; and as there are no appliances 
in Nassau by^ which these repiurs could be effected, we recommend thiat she be 
taken to some port where she could be docked. And wo estimate the nrobaUo 
cost of the repairs which we have reported to be necessary at fourteen monsand 
pounds sterling. 

Witness our hands and seals diis deventh day of June, A. B. 1863. 

FENN PECK. 
Late Master SfeamMp LefpmrJL 
fsBALsl T.J. WATERS. 

^ '* Commanding Steamship Ffm 

J. J. FINLAYSON. 

JA3IES H. HOOB» 
Steamikfp Bmgh 

Declared to, this eleventh day of June, A. D. 1S63, before me. 

B. L. BURNSIDB, 



Surveyors' fee, ^2 2t eadL 



Notary PuUie, BaiawHU. 



No. 13. 
Bahama Islands, Kew Providence: 

Know all men by these presenU, diat on this second day. of July, in die year 
of our Lord one thousand ciglit hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bmee Lock- 
hart Bumsidc, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted 
and sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassau, in the island of New 
Providence, personally came and appeared John B. Lafitte, of the ishmd of New 
Providence, merchant^ the agent or the owners of the confederate steamship 
Margaret and Jessie, and the Hon. George David Harris, of the sMd d^, mer- 
chant, and one of the firm of Henry Adderly & Company, merchants, tho eon^ 
signecs of the said steamship, who did solemnly dedarc — such deckration being 
made in pursuance of the laws of tho Bahamas for substituting a dedaration in 
lieu of an oath in certain < 
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Tkal ibeae dflcUnuita liave |;Teat knowledge and ezperieooe in nuftteit t^ 
latbg to ahippiQg tnaieacliona betweoA this port of Nafisaii and tlie Coniedcnte 
Statea of America. 

And Ibeae dedaranta do fortber dedare, tbat tbe current rate of freight in a 
ateamabip from tbe port of Naaaau to a confederate port ia nxtj ponnda aterling 
per ton. and tbat the rate of freight in the steamship Margaret and Jeaaie from 
the port of Nasaau to a confederate port haa never been leea than eixtj ponnda 
atciiing per ton, pajaUe in adTanoe at the port of Nasaau, ship lost or not loat» 
tt^ that more might for each Toyage could have been obtiuned than was 
leqmred. 

And these dedaranta did further declare, that tbe rate of freight chaigeabk 
upon amaU qnantiUca of cotton shipped from tbe ports of the confedenicj to the 
port 0[f Nassau is five penee steiling per pound wdgbt, but small quantities of 
cotton are onlj carried aa a special favor, and not as an ordiuarj shipment, and 
that for large qnantiUea of cotton the rate of ten pence stcriinr per pound wdgbt 
baa frequentlj he&k offered, and could easily be obtained aa ueight. 

And these dedaranta did further dedare, that tbe net reristered British ton* 
nage of tbe said steamship Margaret and Jessie was three hundred and twelve 
tons, as appears by the certificate of her British registiy ; aiid tbat tbe net re- 
giatered confederate tonnage of the aaid steamship is seven hundred and thirty* 
two tons, as appears by bcr confederate register* 

JOHN B. LAFITTE. 
GEORGE D. HARRIS. 

Bedared to at Nassau this second day of July, A. D. 1863. 
r„,. , B. L. BDRNSIDE. 

l^"^H Kotary Puhlk, Baiumas. 



No, 14. 

Bahama Islands, New ProvHrmce: 

Know all men hj these presents, that on this second day of Jnly, in the year 
of oar Lord one Uiousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce 
Lockbart Bnmside, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly ad- 
mittcd and sworn, residing ana practidng in the city of Nassau, in the inland of 
Kew Providence, personally came and appeared the Hon. George David Harris, 
of the said city of Nassau, merchant, one of tbe firm of Heory Adderly & 
Company, merchants of the said city of Nassau, who did dedare — such declaration 
being made in pursuance of the laws of tbe Bahamas for substituting a dedara* 
tion in lieu of an oath in certain cases'-- 

That he, the dedarant, is a member of the mercantile firm of Henry Adderly & 
Company, of this dty of Nassau, and tbe firm of which he is a member were tbe 
consignees of tlie confederate steamship Margaret and Jessie, on a voyage of 
the said steamship during the month of Hay last, from the port of Charleston, 
in the C<»nfedemte Sutes of America, to this port of Nassau, in the prosecution 
of which voyage the said steamship was sunk on tbe north side of the island of 
Eleuthera, one of these islands, she being then laden with a cargo of cotton. 

That aa such consignee aa aforesaid, the mercantile bouse of Henry Adderly 
h Company received in the regular order of mercantile transactions the invoices 
and bilia of lading of tbe cargo of cotton so laden on board of the said steam- 
ship, from which it appears that tlie said cargo consisted ot twenty-eight bdea of 
sea island cotton, weighing eight thousand four, hundred and eighty-two pounds, 
and the cost thereof in Charleston seventeen thousand one bundK-d and twenty- 
three dollars and aixty-tbrce cenU; seven hundred and twenty-iigbt bdea of 
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upland cotton* weighing three hnnclrecl nnd sixtj thousand £▼« hnndred and 
four punndsv and the coet thereof in Chaiieston one hundred and fbit^-ain^ 
thousand and sixtj-fonr dollars fourteen cents; making in all the gross weight 
of cotton shipped as aforesaid three hundred and sixtj-eight thousand nme 
hundred and eightj-eix pounds, which cost the total sum of one hundred and 
sixty-six thousand one hundred and cightj-seTen dollars seventj-seren cents. 

G£0B6E 1>. HARRIS. 

Declared to at Nassau this second day of Jdj, A. D 1863. 
, , B. L. BLRNSIDE. 

l**^H Xotary Public. BmlammM. 



No. 1& 



Bahama Islands, New Procidemee:, 

Know all men br these presents, that on this second daj of Julj, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixtT*three, before me. Brace 
Lockhart Bnnieide, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly ad- 
mitted and sworn, residing and practicinj^ in the city of Nassau, in the island 
of New Providence, personally came and appeared John B Lafitte, merchant 
of this city of Nassau, who did solemnly declare — such declaration being made 
in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas for substituting a declaration in liea 
of an oath in certain cases.— 

That he, the declarant is the agent at Nassau for the owners of the conied- 
eratc merchant steamship Margaret and Jessie, formerly the Britbh steamship 
Douglas. That the said steamship cleared from this port of Nassau on the 
twenty-third day of Jannavy last past, William Wilson being the master* 
for the port of St. John, New Brunswick ; but, as this declarant yerily be» 
lieyes, proceeded direct for the port of Charleston, in the State of South Caro- 
lina, one of the ports of the Confederate States of America, declared to be block- 
aded by the United States of America, and duly arrived at the said port of 
Charleston. That at the said port of Charleston the said steamship was regis- 
tered in the name of George Alfred Trenholm, a citizen of the said Confederate 

tates, as the owner of her, and her name was changed (rom the Douglas to the 
Margaret and Jessie. 

And this declarant further declares that the said steamship was employed ift 
making regular voyages between this port of Nassau andthe olockadea ports of 
the confederacy, and cleared from this port of Nassau for the port of St. John» 
New Brunswick, on the following days, vis : 

On the 23d day of January, 1863; on the 23d day of FebruArr, 1863; oa 
the 2l8t day of March, 1863; on the 18th day of Apnl, 1863; on the 16th day 
of May, 1863. 

That on quitting the port of Nassau on each of the days last above named* 
the said steamship proceeded at once for a blockaded port in the confederacy, 
at which she duly arrived and returned at once with cargoes of cotton to tlus 
port of Nassau, at which port she duly entered on the days and with the cargoes, 
following, that is to say: On the 17th day of February, 1863, from Uie port 
of Charleston, with a cargo of 592 bales cf cotton ; on the 14th day of March, 
1863, from the port Charleston, with a corco of 861 bales of cotton ; on the 

11th day of April, 1863, from the port of Charleston, with a careo of 821 balea 
of cotton; on the 11th day of May, 1863, from the port of Wflminston, with 
a careo of 684 bales of cotton ; on the 3d day of June, 1863, from the port cf 

Charleston, with a cargo of 756 bales of cotton. All which careoes of eottoa 

were duly landed and delivered at this port of Nassau m good and merchantable 

condition excejit the last, which was damaged. 
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And this deckrant further declnree, that on each of the abora named Toyaeea 
from this port to the blockaded porta of the confederacj» the said steamship 
Margaret and Jessie was laden to her full capacit j with an assorted cargo of 
Taloable merchandise* a large portion of which was shipped by this declarant* 
oooaigned to the port of Cluirfeston or Wilmington ; and that on each voyage* 
be, the declarant, wrote letters directed to the said George Alfred Trenholm, 
and other persons in the confcderacr* all which letters were dulj received and 
answered by the parties to whom they were addressed, and acluiowledgments 
of the receipt of the goods shipped by the Margaret and Jessie also given to 
this declarant, from which and other condnsive circamstances this declarant 
can declare that the said steamship did enter the port of Charleston on fonr 
different voyages in the present year, as hereinbefore is set forth, and did 
enter the port of Wilmington on one voyage in the present year, as is also set 
forth* and did at those ports respectively take on board the respective cargoes 
of cotton which were ddivered to this port of Nassan* 

X J. B. LAFITTE. 

I>eclared to, at Nassau, this second day of July, A. D. 1863, before me. 
• 1 B. L. BUEN8IDE, 

18BAL.J Aofory Public, Bakamat. 



Bahama Islands, Xev Providemee: 

To all to whom these presents shall come : I, Bmce Lockhart Bnmside, a notary 
pnblic by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted and sworn, residing and 
practicing in the city of Nassau, in the island of New Providence, do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be true copies of notarial declarations, duly made and 
declared before me by the parties within named, and also of a protest duly noted 
before me, and a certificate of survey also made and declared before me by the 
parties therein named, as the same remain of record in my official notarial record- 
books page 138 to page 174, and page 184 to page 194. 

In faith and testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 
seid of office at Nassau, in the island of New Providence, this second day of 
July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 
r„^, I B. L. BURNSIDE, 

l*"H Xotary Public, Bahamas. 



Bahasia Islands, Ktw Proviienee: 

To all to whom these presents shall come : I, Charles Rogers Nesbitt, colo- 
nial secretary for these Bahama islands, do hereby certify that Bruce Lockhart 
Bumside, who attests as a notary public the foregoing paper writings, is in truth 
and in fact a notary public, duly authorized and empowered, and that all faith 
and credit is, and ought to be, given to his acts and deeds as such. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand at Nassau, the third day 
of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three. 

C. E. NESBITT, 

Colomtal Sccretafy. 



Bahama Islanm: 

By his excellency Charles John Bayley, esquire, companion of the 

[f^BAL.] most honorable Older of the Bath, governor, ana commander-in-chief in 

and orer the said islands, chancellor, vice-admiral, and ordinary of the 
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To all to whom these presents shall ocmdo greeUng : Be it known Aai the 
honorable Charles Rogers Nesbitt, by whom the annexed certificate is sub* 
scribed, was, on the day of the date thereof, and now is, colonial secietarj for 
the said B^^^tU"*^ islands; therefore, all dne faith and credit are and ought to be 
had and given to the said annexed certificate. 

In testimonj whereof, I have cansed the seal of the said islands to be herennts 
affixed, at Nassau, N. P^ this third day of Jolj, A. D. 1863, and in the twenty* 
serenth year of her Kdesty's reign. 

CJ.BATLET. 

By his excellency's command : 

G. R. Mbsbitt, Colonial Seartofy. 



No. 16. 

Bahama Islands, EUutkerm: 

Be it remembered that on this fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty three, personally came and appeared b(»- 
fore mc, OrmoQaDrimmie Malcolm, notary public, by lawful authority appointed* 
duly admitted and sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassau, in the 
island of New Providence, one of the said Bahama islands, William Hanna, of 
James's Point, in the island of Eleuthera, one of the said Bahama islands, farmer* 
who, of his own free will and accord, solemnly declared (such declaration 
being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahama islands for substituting a 
declaration in lieu of an oath in certain cases) in manner following, that is to 
say: 

I reside at James's Point, a settlement on the island of Eleuthera, one of tbe 
Bahama islands. I am a fanner, but occasionally go to sea. The settlement of 
James's Point is bounded on the north and south by the sea, being about two 
miles ill width, that is, from north to south. 

On Saturday morning past, the thirteenth day of May last, I left my res- 
idence at James's Point in my boat, on the south side of die settlement, for the - 
purpose of fishing. Thomas Mackey, a resident of the said settlement, went 
with me. After fishing for some time we started on our return home. When 
we were about a mile from the settlement I heard the reports of several heaTw 
guns, the same seeming to be fired from a northeasterly direction. When abmit 
two hundred yards from the place where I intended to land in order to proceed 
to my house, I heard the report of a gun, and about five or six seconds after m 
cannon shot went past the boat in which we were, and fell in the water (having 
come across the laud in a northeasterly direction) about thirty yards from a boat 
in which one Theodore Cuvillier, of the same settlements, was. *' 

I landed at the settlement about three o'clodL on this day, Saturday, the 
ihirteeutli, and on landing was informed that a steamer was on shore on the 
northern side of the settlement Upon hearing this, I climbed to the loof of my 
house, which is about thirty-five feet from the ground, and on looking across 
the land to the northern side of the settlement I saw two steamers, one of them 
being ashore on a reef a few hundred yards from the shore, and the other 
lying to, about three hundred yards from the one on shore, with an American 
flag flying from her main peak. The steamer on shore had no flag flying. 

I then came down from the roof of my house and proc<>eded, in company with 
several others, to the beach on the northern side of the settlement, where I 
found two kdies and several gentlemen who had just landed from the steamer 
on shore on the reef. The captain, mates, and crew of die said steamer landed 
while I was there. 
28 c • 
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After I bad been on the beadi about two bo«n» two boats pot off froiB tbo 
ateamcr with tbo American flag flyings and came to tbo steamer <m sbore, rowed 
arotmd her and then retomed. Both of these boats bad American flags in 
tbeir stems. An officer was in each boat* baring gold laee on his cap and 
> cold buttons on his coat There were gons on bovd of the steamer with the 
American flar flying. I conld see them mn oat throng the Dort-boles ii| her 
side. I conld plainTy see the men mq^ing aboot her deck. 1 should saj she 
was about six or eight hmidred yards from the shore. She remained in the posi- 
tion and place that I have described until dariL I did not notice when she left. 

ys 
WnXIAH + HANNA. 
mark. 
Dedared to befim me this fbnrdi daj of June, A. D. 1863. 

OBMOND D. MALCOLM. 

Aotarir PMiCp Bakamat. 



No. 17. 
Bahama IsLAime* New Fromiemoe: 



i Be it remembered that on this 4th day of June* in the year of our Lord one 

thoufland eieht hundred and sixty-three, personally came and appeared before 
me* Ormond Drimmie Malcolm, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, 
I duly admitted and sworn, residine and practicing in the ci^ of Nassau, in the 

ishuid of New Providence, one of the said Bahama islands, Theodore CuTUlier, dT 
Jamet's Point, in the island of Eleutbera, one of the said Bahama islands, 
planter, who, of his own free will and accord, did solemnly declare, such 
oedaration being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahama islands, made 
for substituting a declaration in lieu of an oath in certain cases, in manner fol* 
lowing, that is to say: I live at a settlement called James's Point, on the 
idand of Eleutbera, one of the Bahama islands. On Saturday, the thirtieth 
7 day of Mny last, I was out in a boat fibbing, on the southern side of the settle- 

ment; the settlement is bounded on the north and south by the sea, and tbe 
distance across, that is, from the north to the south side, is about two miles. 
While I was fishing I heard the reports of several guns. I immediately went 
on sbore on the southern side of tbe settlement, proceeded to a hiU nearly over 
to the northern side, and climbed up a tree in oraer that I mifl^ht see the vessel 
from which I supposed the guns were beine fired. On looking out to sea I 
saw two steamers; one of them having paddle-boxes was steaming down out- 
aide of a reef which is about three hundred or four hundred yards frx>m iht 
shore, and the other, without paddle-boxes, also steaming down outside of tbe 
leef about five or six hundred yards from the first steamer. The steamer fur- 
thest out was firing at the inner one. I could see the smoke come from her side, 
and bear the report of the guns as they went ofll She would fire first fit>m one 
side a broadside, and then turn and fire frx>m the other side. I could see the 
shot from these guns fall on the land about three hundred yards from where I 
was up the tree. I was about half a mile' from the settlement On seeing the 
shot mil so near,I jumped from the tree, ran to the southern shore, and got into 
my boat to come home. While I was coming down to mv house in the boat, I 
beard a gun ffo off in the' direction of the two steamers, and a cannon ball passed 



over mr head and feU in the sea about tbirtr yards from the boat in which I 
was. I ML down in the boat from the shock. On Saturday eveniw after I 
came home I went over to the northern side of the settlement On the beach 
I saw a steamer on shore, on the reef^ and one lying to, about five or six hun- 
dred yards from the one on the reef. Thtj were the same stesimers that I had 
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seen rnnniBg down ootMde in the moraine when I was np tfie tree. T did noi 
Btay long on the beach, bnt soon retoraed home. The etetmer that was lying 
to bad an American flag fljing. I do not know when she left. 

THEODORE + CUVILLIEE. 

maik. 

Pedared to before me thia fourth daj of June* A. D. 1863. 

OEMOND D. MALCOLM^ 

Notary PMiot BaXamoM. 



No. 18. 

Bahama Islands, EUuikera: 

Be it remembered that on thia fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thoueand eight hundred and sixty- three, personally came and appeared 
before me, Ormond Drimroie Malcolm, a notary public, by lawful authority 
appointed, duly admitted and sworo, residing and pnibticing in the city i[ 
Nassau, in the island of New Providence, one of the said Bahama islands, 
Thomas ^lackey, of James's Point, in the island of Eleuthera, one of the said 
Bahama islands, planter, who, of his own free will and accord, did solemnly 
declare (such declaration being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahama 
islands, made for substituting a declaration in lieu of an oatli in certain cases) 
in manner following, that is to say : On Saturday moraing last, the 30th day 
of May past, I was out fishing on the southera side of the settlement called 
James's Voint, on the ialand of Eleuthera. I am a resident of the settlement. 
I was out fishins with William Hanna, another resident of the settlement. 
Just as we start^ to return home, about one o'clock, I heard the reports of 
several heavyguns. The sound came from the northeast across the island of 
Eleuthera. When the boat was about three miles from the settlement, and 
about half a mile from the shore on the southern side, I heard the report of 
another gun, and saw a cannon shot come over and fall on the land. We kepi 
on in the boat, and when about half a mile from the settlement 1 again heard 
the report of a gun, and saw a cannon shot fall in the water about sixty or 
seventy yards ahead of the boat in which we were, and very near a boat in 
which Theodore Guvillier, of the same settlement, was. After I landed from 
fishing I walked over to the beach on the northern side, which beadk is about 
two miles from the southera shore. Upon reaching there, I saw a steamer on 
the reef about four hundred yards from the shore. I also saw a steamer lying 
to outside of the reef, about six or seven hundred yards fit>m it She had an 
American flag flying. I could see guns on board of her run out through the 
port-holes. I saw two boats come from her and row around the steamer that 
was on shore. Officers were in those boats. They had gold lace around thdr 
caps. The steamer left about eight o'dock that night. • 

THOMAS MACKET. 

Declared to before me this fourth day of June, A. D. 1863. 

ORMOND D. MALCOLM. 

Notary PMic^ Bakamat, 



No. 19. 

Bahama Islands, BUuilkera : 

Be it remembered, that on this fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and Bixty-three» personally came and appeared 



It 
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before me» Ormond Drimmie Ualcolm, noUry pnblicbj IswlUI anfliori^ appointed 
d^j admitted and sworn, residiDe and practkinip in ike ta»j of Nassao, in the 
island of New Proyidence, one of the said Bahama ishnd^ Samuel Mackej, of 
James'a Point, in the island of Elenthera, one of the said B aha m a islands, 
planter, who of his own free will and accord did sokfudj dedare — snch declar 
latioB bein^ made in porsnance of the laws of the Bahama islands for 
si^stitatiii^ m declaration in lien of an oath in ceiiani casea — In manner foHowing, 
thai IB to an J : 

I am a planter and reside at James's Point, in the island of Elcnthera, one of 
tho Bahama islands. On Saturday, the thirtieth daj of llaj Ust past, I was 
ont fishing on the southern side of the settlement. The s^^emcnt is about 
two miles wide firom north to south. While oat fiaUng I heard the report of 
screral heavr guns from the northeast On retnming to the shore, bcbig nbout 
three yards nom it, I heard the re^xirt of a gun» and saw a cannon hall fall on 
the land in the middle of the settlemqnt where the h o as ea axe built. I found a 
pottiGn of the shot to-day, in the place where I aaw k fiJL 

' SAMUEL + MACKBT. 

mmMk. 
Declared to before me this fourth day of June» A. D. 1863. 

OBMOKD D. UALCOLM. 

N^tmnf Public^ Bahamas. 



No. 20. 
BAiiAMA iBLAjsim^EleuAera : 

Be it remembered, that on this fourth day of Jone^ In die year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, peimialfy came and appeared 
before me, Ormoiid Drimqiic Malcolm, notary puUichy lawful authority appointed, 
duly admitted and sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassau, in the 
islaiid of New Providence, one of the said Bahama ishuids, Jane Hanna, of 
James's Point, in the island of Eleuthera, one of the said Bahama islands, who 
of her own firee will and accord did solemnly dedare — such declaration being 
made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahama isfaoida made for substituting a 
declaration in lieu of an oath in certain cases — in manner following, that is to 

■»y: 

I liye at James's Point, in the island of Eleuthera. On Saturday, the thirdeth 
day of May last, I was in my bouse at Jamt^e's Point, i^ien I heaid guns firing 
firom the sea. I looked out of the door of my howe^ the northern one ; the 
house is on a hill, about two miles from the shore, on the north side of the 
settlement. I can see the sea from the door. I saw a steamer passing up 
along the shore, firing guns. I left my house and went on a hill near, when I 
aaw another steamer ahead, at which the other was firing. I watched them for 
some time, when the inner steamer turned and came down. I then saw the one 
that had been firing ako turn and commence to fire at her. Several of the shot 
I saw iall on the land. I entered my house, when I heard the report cf a gun 
and sometbing struck on the roof of the house. I looked out of the door and 
saw the steamer that had been firing before opporite my house, and clouded with 
smtAe. 

I w;ent over to the northern shore in the evening and saw one of the steamers 
on shore, and the other, the one that had been firing guns, lying to outside of 
her, with a flag flying. I do not know the flag, of what nation it was. It hod 
ted and white stnpea* 

JANE HANNA. 
Pedaied to before me, this fourth day of Jane, A. D. 1863. 

ORMOND D. MALCOLM, AVlor^ PMie, Bahamas. 



.^^. .^ .->..- .^.. ^_^. 
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No. 13. 

Bahama Islan m. New PromJemee : 

Be il remembered, that on this tenth iaj of June, in the jemrof oar Lord one 
thoosand eight hundred and sixtj-three, pcrsonaUy came and i^peared before 
me, Onnond Drimmie Malcolm, notary public, bj lawful anthoritj appointed* 
duly admitted and sworn, residing and practicing in the citj of Nassau, in the 
island of New Providence aforesaid, Cmurles Butledge Bnmside, of the dtj of 
Nassau, in the said island of New Providence, gentleman, who of his own free 
will and accord did solcmnlj declare — such decGuration bc^g made in pursuance 
of the laws of the Bahama blands for substituting a declaration in ueu of aa 
oath in certain cases — in manner following, that is to sa^ : 

That he, the declarant, was, on the fourth daj of June, instant, at a town 
on the island of Elenthera known as James's Cistern, in the vicinitj of James's 
Point. That he, the declarant, had heard that shot and shell thrown from a 
vessel-of-war on the north side of the bland had struck the ground near to the 
town, and Samuel Mackej, a resident of the town, pointed out to him at a dis- 
tance of about two hundred jards from the dwelling-houses in the town, trees 
which had been destroyed, and the marks on the earth and stones caused by 
the missiles wbich had struck them. That the declarant, whilst inspectbg the 
s^ots pointed out by the said Samuel Uackey, picked up the smaller of the two 
pieces of shell hereto attached, and Samuel Mackey also picked up, in the 
presence of the declarant, the other piece. That both of sucn pieces remained 
m the possession of this dedaraut, and were by him deliverect to the notary 

Sublic to be attached to this declaration, which he, the notary, has done in tM 
edaranfs presence. 

0. B. BDRNSIDE. 
Declared to before me this tenth day of June, A. D. 1863. 

ORMOND D. MALCOLK, 



[SBAL.] 
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No.1. 
Claim qf George Alfred Trenholmf of CkarlesUmp & CU 

Agunst the government of the United States of America, through the agencies 
and under the plighted guarantees assumed by her Britannic Majesty's 
government in its recognition of the Confederate States as belligerents, and 
its avowal of neutrality in the contest between the said ConfecCoate States 
and the said United Sutcak 

. . _ • _ £ t. ^ 

Amount of salary and expenses paid by Messrs. Henry, 

Adderiy & Co., as per their account marked A 11,198 17 7 

Actual loss on cargo, as shown by statement marked B and the 

accompanying documents 17,632 06 

Cost of repairs as estimated by board of surveyors, as dK>wa 

by certified copy of survey 14,000 00 

Loss of freight for one round voyage, as shown by statement 
and accompanying documents 26,407 04 2 



69, 138 06 9 



GEORGE A. TRENHOLM, 
By his agent, JOHN B. LAFITTE. 
Nassau, K, P., Julg 3, 1863. 
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No. 

TJke momtn attd Uker$ hUtrtMted tn sUamskip Margmret and Jeuiet ilramded mi 
EUuthaUt T6 Henrw Adderly ^ Co^ Dr. • 

186S. 
Jane 29. To paid salyage find expenses instance eoiiit» vice ad- X $. d. 
miralty 6,848 7 S 

Proctor : 105 0.0 

B^;istrar*8 fees, decree and statement of sal- 
vage 10 17 4 

Cony hire of yessel to bring pflot and engi- 
necntoNassao 7 IS 

Extra compensation to crew 1, 020 10 8 

Extra compensation to Bahama pilot 88 10 10 

New Proyidence Asylum's account r«.Tlioa. 
Bussdlf scalded bj water escaped from 
boiler 1 17 

Dr. Ghipman*s account»attendanee on Tlomaa 
Russell 9 11 S 

Hire schooner YioUi 7 10 

Charter steamer Raccoon, to proceed to wreek» 
including risk of capture 1, 500 00 

O. D. Malcolm, notary public, biD for fees, 
&c^ taking depositions and furnishing 
copies of same • • 74 15 9 

B. L. Bumside, attorney and notary pubBe, 
bin of fees for preparing documents, &e^ 
fordaim 233 2 6 

Suryeyor's fees 8 8 

Our commission on disburse- 
ments.... de9,916 9 1 495 16 6 

Our agency commisnon on 
gross safes at auction, say 
5percenton 15,732 18 786 12 

11, 198 17 7 

Beeetyed payment of 

JOHN B. LAPITTE, Esq., 
Agcnlfw the cumerM^ Htnry Addtrly 4r O0. 



No. 3. 
In the yice-admiralty court of the Bahamas. 

Bbicjamin Inqraham and others "^ 
vs. 
Thb Conpbdbratb Stbamship Mab- 
OABBT AND Jbssib, whereof Wil- 
liam TVIIson was master, her tackle, 
fcc, her cargo, &e. 



Balyage. 



DtCtttm 

On the 30th of Uay last, the confederate steamship Margaret and Jessie, 
wiUi a cargo of 760 bales of cotton, haying been chased and fir^ at by a United 
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States cruisert recdved a sliot, whicli perforaUor her belpw tlie water-line, and 
injuriog her bofler» she was, to save the ship and the lives of those on board of 
her, run ashore on a reef near James's Point, on the north side of Elenthom. 
The vessel immediately fiUed with water. The passengers and crew went oa 
shore ; a boat was dcfpatched to Nassau to obtain assistance. On the evening 
of that day the promoter Stirrup arrived on the beach opooeite the ship, which 
lay, it is slated, from 150 to 300 yards from the shore, ana having obtained per- 
mbsion from die captain of the steamer. Stirrup and his party, amountiiig, it It 
a]lc^;ed, to 100 men, commenced to unload the vessel, having first laid out aa 
anchor to prevent the ship from running on the ree£ The weather was moderato 
and the sea smooth, bnt this body of salvors, havine no boata or Vessels, threw 
the bales of cotton overboard, aud rafted them to the shore by means of lines 
attached to them. Thev worked all night, and bv next day, Sunday, the 31st» 
they had di8charfi;ed all the cargo from die deck of the steamer aud most of 
that from the hol£ 

The engineers of the ship having stopped the hole in the vessel which had - 
been made by the shot, a large body of the promoters were placed at the pumpa, 
and another party baled out the ship by means of buckets. By that time they 
had been joined by six wrecking schooners from Harbw bland, and a general 
consortship was entered into by all the parties. 

About 6 p. m. of that day the vessel had been freed <^ much of the water 
that was in ner, and a heavy anchor belonging to one of the wrecking schooners 
havinr been carried out with a hawser, the capstan was manned, and they sn^ 
ceeded in hauling the vessel off the red! Having properly secured her, they 
continued through the night freeing her from water. The promoters say that 
from the peculiar rig of the said steamship, the promoters were convinced 
that they could not bring her to Nassau under sail, and they again availed them- 
selves of the services of the en^neers of the ship to stop the hole' in the ship's 
boiler, the promoters agreeing, if they succeeded in So doing, to reward thea 
for their services. At about 1 p. m. the following day the vessel was so &r 
clear of water that they were enabled to make fires in the furnaces, and soon 
after having got up steam they shaped their course for Nassiau, and arrived h&e 
on the momine of the 2d instant. Not wishing to delav the steamship in so 
dangerous a place as the north side of Eleuthera, they did not put the cotton 
in her there, but brought it down in the wrecking vessels and others obtamed 
for the puroose. They mention that, fearing the Raccoon, a steamer which had 
been sent from Nassau to assist the Blargaret and Jessie, and which they saw 
on the passage from Eleuthera, was a federal vessel-of-war in chase of them, 
they brought the steamer through some intricate channels to avoid the supposed 
. danger, and brought her down through the same passage. 

The circumstance of the Raccoon being sent to the assistance of the Margaret 
and Jessie was mentioned by the attorney general to show that even wiUMmt 
the assistance of the wreckers the vessel would have been got oft I know aa 
argument frequently used on the part of salvors is, Aat without thdr assistance 
the owners would have lost the whole of their property.. This considentioa 
certainly ought to have the effect of reconciling the owners to a liberal salvage 
remuneration being paid, but I hardly think it would be fair to make any dimi- 
nution in the reward to be given to salvors because other means of as^rtanos^ 
of which neither party were aware, were at hand. 

It is averred in the act or petition that the promoters employed agreed to le- 
munerate the engineers of the vessel for repairing ihe injuiy both to the side 
of the vessel and to the boiler; and it is answered by the attorney general that 
BO agreement of the kind appears in evidence, and that without the assistanee 
of the engineers the promoters could not have saved the vessel. 

I am inclined to think that the shot-hole in the bottom of the vessel miglil 
have been stopped by the promoters sufficiently to have got the vessel off ind 
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iMonglit her to NaBsan; but I do not bdiere they could have repaired the hofler 

ttd worked the engines. Howevor, whether utej could or not* I cannot con- 

i>to the repairs as having been made bj them, or bj any person employed by 

tbem. The engineers belong to the yesseL They are the senrants of tne owners 

<if the Tessd, and it is their bonnden duty, wiUiout any extra reward, to do all 

that may be in their power to saye the ship to which ihej belone, as long as 

^y part oi her holds together. They conld not, without a gross dereliction of 

witj, have refused to mue these repairs. If the salyors thmk proper to make 

them any present oat of their salvage reward, that is a matter with which the 

cout have nothing to do. The repairs, then, were made by the servants of the 

<f^nKn of the steamship, and the work p^wmed by the promoters was the 

^B»hdiD| of the diip, pumping out the water, hauling her off the reef, piloting 

ACT to Nassau, and bringing the cargo in other vessels to this port No doubt, 

^l^cre the steamer lay on the north side of Eleuthera, she was in a situation of 

much dancer. Had any bad weather occurred, or a heavy surf set in, she 

Would b aU probability have been beaten to pieces* The salvors, therefore, do* 

^^f^^ credit for the promptitude and energy with which they unloaded and 

P^aped her out, though that, of course, was as much for thdr own interest as 

, "•t of the owners of the property. 

It waa stated by the counsel of the promoters that, under the circumstances 
^this case, reparation would no doubt be made by the American government 
** the injury done; 

I express no opinion on this point, but I think it would manifestly be nnfur 

^^e owners in the slightest degree to augment the salvage remuneration on 

^ we possibility of their being reimbursed in the way alluded to. The valne 

Z^ sbip is estimated at <£12,000. The carpo consisted of 760 bales of 

?r^ Tne value of this, as has been estimated by return of the commissioner 

^^«8, is dei4,630 5i Od, making a total of <£26,630 5$ Od. 

^e hundred men are said to have been employed from the shore, and six vessels 

^jj^^^^Oded, but the number of seamen they contained is not mentioned, nor the 

e^^l^^^ given, by which I might have calculated the number of men in each 

4>^" Prom the wrecking act, I have supposed the whole may have been about 

^^^^^5^* I consider this as but a case of^ordinary salvage, under all the drcum- 

^»>s^^^^^ On this amount I think twenty-five per cent, a fair remuneration. The 

^,^^,^^ master did not arrive until a considerable portion of the cargo had been 

^^/^^^ I award him ^10, costs as usuaL 

^ould have made a distinction between the property saved by the shore 

^^pk and that saved by the wreckers; but inasmuch as the saved by eacb 

^arty is not specified, and a general consortship was entered into, I do not think 

that now necessary. They must arrange their respective proportions among 

themsdyes. 

In the vice-admiralty court of the Bahamas. 

Benjamin Ingraham and others 
ttt. 
Tbs Gonfbdbratb Steamship Maroarbt and Jbssib, }^ Salvage, 
whereof William Wilson was master, h^ tackle, &e., 
cargo, &e. 

I, Joshua Anderson Brook, registrar of the vice-admiralty court of the 
Bahamas, do hereby cerUfy that the foregoing contains a correct copy of the 
interlocutory decree pronounced in the above case by the honorable the judee 
on the twenty-ninth day of June, in tlie year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and six^-threa. 
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Grrea at the citj of Nassao, in our aforesaid eoiiit» mider Ae seal diereoC 
r I this first daj of Jolj* in the jear of our Lord one thoosand eight lia»> 
18BAL.J ^^ ^ six^-three» and of oilr rdn the twentr-sereoA. 



No. 4. 

In the Tice-adnnraltj eout of the 
Bbnjamin Inqraham and othen 

Thb Conpbdbratb Stbamshif Uargabbt and Jbssib, ^SalTBge. 
whereof William Wilson was mastery her tackkb 9cc^ 
her cargo* &e. 

8TATB1CB1IT. 

Agreed yaloe of ressd <£12,000 

Ket sales of cargo 14,630 6 

26, 630 5 
Salvage thereon* at 25 per cent 6*657 11 8 



O06TB. 

Judge ^12 4 

Surrogate 1 12 

Registrar <3ei6 56 1 t« • i 

Registrar's poundage 56 17 7 | ^« * a 

3Iarshal 11 10 8 

Promoter's proctor 72 4 8 

Respondent's proctor 69 5 4 

Crier 1 10 



Ofthis ,36241 9 

25 percent^ payable by promoters 60 5 2 

^180 15 7 



„ , 6,838 7 3 

Wreck master's fee , 10 



Total amount paid into court bj respondents 6*848 73 

In the vice- admiralty court of the Bahamas. 

BBNJAMiif Ingraham and othen 
«•• 
The Gonfbdbratb Stbamship Maroarbt and Jbssib* ^Salrage. 
whereof William Wilson was master* her tadkle, &e^ her 
eargo.&e. , 

I* Joshua Anderson Brook* register of the vice admiralty court of the Baha- 
mas* do hereby certify that the foregoing conUins a true sUtement of the 
amount of salvage and proportion of expenses paid into court by the leeponA- 
ents in the abore case. 
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Given at ihedtj of Nassaiu in oar aforesaid court, under tbe seal thnre- 
[sBAl.*! oft this £mt daj of Jnlj, in the jear of oar Lord one thousand eight 
handled and sixtj-threev and of oar ragn the twentj-serenth. 

J. A. BROOK 

MegiHrar J.CV.A 



NO.&-B. 



Statement of loss sastiuned on cargo of steamship l^Iaigaret and Jessie, by 
damage caused hj the sinking and stranding of said steamship : 
Value of sud cargo in Nassau* if landed in good order, as shown 

bj the deckradon of Hon. George D. Huris <£32, 16S 10 

Lesa net proceeds of sales at auction, as per accompanying ae> 

count sales 14,630 5 

Aetoalloas '. 17,5» 50 

GEORGE A. TRENHOLX. 
By his agent, J. B. LAFITTE. 

Nassau, N. P., Jk/y 3, 1868. 



No. 6. >y 

Bahama I8Lani>s, New Providemee : 

Know all men by these presents, that on this second day of July, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce 
liockhart Bumside, a notaiy public, by lawful autibority appointed, duly admit- 
ted and sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassan, in the island of 
New Providence, personally came and appeared the honorable George DaTid 
Harris, of the said city of Nassau, merchant, one of the firm of Henry Addeily 
and Company, merchants of the said city of Nassau, who did declare---such dec- 
laration being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas for substituting a 
declaration in lieu of an oath in certain cases-— 

That the declarant is a member of the mercantile firm of Henry Adderly and 
Company, of the dty of Nassau, and the firm of which he is a member were the 
consignees of the confederate merchant steamship Margaret and Jessie, on a 
▼oyaee of the said steamship during the month of May last, from the {Kurt of 
Charieston, in the Confederate Sutes of America, to this port of Nassau, in the 
prosecution of which Toyage the said steamship was sunk on the north side of 
the island of Eleuthera, one of these islands, she being then laden with a cargo of 
cotton. That as such consignees as aforesaid, the mercantile house of Heniy 
Adderly and Company receiyed in the regular order of mercantQe transactions 
the inyoices and bills of lading of the cargo of cotton so laden on board of the 
said steamship, from which it appears that the said cargo consisted of twenty* 
eight bales of sea island cotton, weighing eight thousand five hundred and 
eighty-two nounds, and the cost thereof in Charleston seventeen thousand one 
hundred ana twen^-thiee ddlars taii sixty-three cents ; seven hundred and 
twenty-eight bales of upland cotton, weighing three hundred and sixty thousand 
five hundml and four pounds, and the cost thereof in Charleston one hundred 
and forty-nine thousand and six^-four dollars and fourteen cents ; making in 
alltfaegioss weight of cotton shipped as aforesdd three hundred and mxty- 



DIPLOMATIO COSBEBPOKDENCS. 445 

rigbt thouMuid nineliiiDdred iwd eicb^-aix pounds, which eoet die total ram of 
one hundred and sixty-aix tfaonsand one hundred and eightj-aeren dollari'and 
aeTentj-aeyen eenta. 

^ GEORGE D. HARBI& 

Declared to, at Naaaan, this aeeood daj of Julj, A. D. 186S. 

k L. BURNSIDE, 
[8BAL.] Aolory FubHe. BaAawMt. 

Babama Islands, New Fr^mitrnm 

To all to whom these presents shall come : I, Charles Rogers Nesbitt, coloidal 
secrctavy of the Bahama islands, do hcrebj certify that Bruce Lockhart Bui»> 
side, who attests the foregoing declasatioa as a notary nuhlic i* in truth and in 
fkct a notary public, duly authorized and empowered, and that all fiuth and 
credit b due and ought to be given to his acts and deeds as sudi. 

In testimony whereof,! have hereunto set my hand at Nassau, this third day 
of July, A. D. 1863. 

C. R. NESBITT. 

Colonial Seerdmry. 
Bahama Islands: 

By his excellency Charles John Bayley, esq^ companion of the most honorable 
Order of the Bath, governor and commander-in-chief in and over the said islands, 
chancellor, vice-admiral and ordinary of the same. To all to whom these pres> 
ents shall come, greeting : Be it known that the honorable Charles Reapers Nes* 
bitt, by whom the annexed certificate is subscribed, was on the day of the date 
thereof, and now is, colonial secretaiy for the Bahama islands; therefore, all due 
faith and credit arc and. ought to be had and given to the sail annexed certificate. 

In. testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the said islands to be hereto 
affixed at Nassau, New Providence, this third day of July, A. D. 1863, and im 
the twenty-seventh year of her Majesty's reign. 

0. J. BAILEY. 

By his excellency's command : 

G. R. Nesbitt, Colonial Secretary. 



No. 7. 



Sales ai auction of cotton landed from steamship Margaret and Jessie^ stranded 

at Eleutkera. 

18«L £ S.4. 

June 22. By Saunders & Son, 41 bales upland cotton,.. $90} 773 5 

By Saunders & Son, 135 do. do 80 2, 250 

By J. 6. Meadows & Co., 64 do. do 113 1, 506 13 4 

By J. G. Meadows & Co., 40 do. do , • 109} 912 10 

By J. B. Lafitte, 8 do. do 125 208 6 8 

By J. Renouard & Co., 160 do.. do 87 2, 900 

By J. B. Lafitte, 8 do. do 102 170 

By G. Renouard & Co., 90 do. do 77} 1, 453 2 6 

By J. B. Lafitte, 173 do. do 116 4, 180 16 8 

By J. Renouard & Co., 4 bales sea island cotton, 97 J 81 5 

By J. G. Bovd, 1 lot upland cotton, 1, 000 208 6 8 

By J. C. Rahming, 9 sacks upland cotton 20 37 10 

By Alex'r Johnson, 2 lots (I bale) upland cotton, 6J 2 12 1 

By J. B. Lafitte. 24 bales sea island cotton ... 205 1, 025 

By J. B. Lafitte, 2 sacks upUnd cotton 22 18 4 

15,732 1 8 



1^^"^^^'" ■ !! II Mw n m 
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To coinimBsioii and Ux, 5 per eent t£786 12 i 

To ligliterage, labor-bibet stacking* and 

watdkin^ •••• 185 11 5 

To inspecting cotton 36 3 

To wharfage and Btorare 90 3 8 

To advertising sale, beU and crier 3 66 

1, 101 16 8 



Netproeeeds 14,630 5 

E.IL HENBT ADDEBLT & 00. 

Na88AO» N. P^ June 30» 1863. 



[No. 8» ctftificate of snrrej. See No. 12, preceding series.] 



No.»-0. 



Siaietmeni of loss sustained hy ike steamskiv Margaret and Jessie^ in consequence 
of ike detention necessary to rquiir the damages sustained hy being sunk and 

This claim is made for one round voyage ; whereas the time estimated hy the 
board of survey as necessary to effect the repairs would justify a claim for two 
round voyages, which estimate is believed to be correct Say: 

312 tons freight fit>m Nassau to a confederate port» payable in 

advance at current rate of <£60 per ton <£18,720 

Freight on 368,986 pounds of cotton, at 5i 7,687 4 2 

<£26, 407 4 2 



GEOEGE A. TRENHOLM. 
By his agent, JNO. B. LAFITTE. 
KA88AU, N. P., July 3, 1868. 



• No. 10. 

Bahama Islands, New Providence: 

Enow all men by these presents, that on this second day of July, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, l>efore me, Bruce liock- 
hart Burnside, a notary pubHc, by lawful authori^ appointed, dulv admitted and 
swom« raiding and practicing in the ci^ of Nassau, in the islana of New Prov- 
idence, personally came and appeared John B. Lafitte, merchant, of this city of 
Nassau, who did solemnly dechre-— such dedaratioi^ bdn^ made in pursuance of 
the laws of the Bahamas for substituting a declaration inlieu of an oath in cer* 
tain cases — that he, the declarant, is the agent at Nassau for the owners of the 
confederate merchant steamship Mar^uret and Jessie, formeriy the BriUsh steam- 
ship Douglas; that the said steamshin cleared from this port of Nassau on the 
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tweotj-thini daj of Jmrnuurr last past,. William Wnson hdng Uie intstert for 
tbe port of 8t John, New BraQ«wick« but* as this declarant ▼^}t belieret, pro- 
ceeded direct for the port ot Charkflton, in the State of Sooth Carolina* one of 
the ports of the Confederate States of America, declared to be blockaded hj the 
Unit^ States of America, and dnlj arrived at the said port of Charleston ; thai 
at the said port of Charleston the said steamship was re-registered in the 
Alfred Trenholm, a citizen of the said Confederate States, as 



of George Alfred Trenholm, a citizen of the said Confederate States, as the i 

of her, and her name was changed from the Douglas to the Margaret and 

Jessie. 

And this declarant farther declares that the said steamship was emDloyed in 
making regolar YOjage^ between this port of Nassau and the blockaded ports of 
the confederacT, and cleared from this port of Nassau for the nort of St John* 
New Brunswick, on the following days, to wit: On the 23d aaj of Jannarjr. 
1863 ; on the 23d day of Februrj, 1863 ; on the 21st daj of Mardi, 1863; oa 
the 18th day of April, 1863 ; on the 16th day of Mar, 1863. 

That on quitting the port of Nassau on each of the da^ last above named, 
the said steamship proceeded at once for a blockaded port m the confederacy, at 
which she duly amved, and returned at once with cargoes of cotton to this port 
of Nassau, at which port she duly entered on the days and with the cargoes fbl> 
lowing, that u to say: 

On the 17th day of February, 1863, from the port of Charleston, with a cargo 
of 592 bales of cotton; 

On the 14th day of March, 1863, frx>m the port of Charleston, with a cargo of 
b61 bales of cotton; 

On the 11th day of April, 1863, frx>m the port of Charleston, with a cargo of 
821 bales of cotton; 

On the 11th day of May, 1863, from the port of TVUmington, with a cargo of 
684 bales of cotton; 

On the 3d day of June, 1863, frx>m the port of Charleston, with a cargo of 
7«56 bales of cotton. 

All which cargoes of cotton were duly landed and deliyered at this port of 
Nassau iu good and merchantable order, except the last, which was damaged. 

And this declarant further declares, that in each of the above-named voyages 
from this port to the blockaded ports of the confederacy, the said steamship Mar- 
caret and Jessie was laden to her full capacity with an assorted cargo of valua- 
ble merchandise, a large portion of which was shipped by this dedaimnt, con- 
signed to the port of Charledton or Wilmington ; and that on each voyage he» 
the declarant, wrote letters directed to the said Greorge Alfred Trenholm and 
other persons in the confederacy, all which letters were duly received and 
answered by the parties to whom they were addressed, and acknowledgments 
of the receipt of the goods shipped by the Margaret and Jessie also given to this 
declarant; from whidi and other conclusive circumstances this declarant can de- 
clare that the said steamship did enter the port of Charleston on four diflerent 
voya^ in the present year as hereinbefore is set forth, and did enter the port 
of Wilmington on one voyage in the present year as is also set forth, and did 
at these ^rts, respectively, take on board the respective cargoes of cotton which 
were dehvered at thb port of Nassau. 

^ , , JNO. B. LAFITTB. 

Declared to, at Nassau, this second day of July, A. D. 1863, before me. 

fsRAL.] B-^L. BDBN8IDB, 

AWary Publkp Baiamai, 
Bahama Islands, New Praviiemoe : 

To all to whom these presenU shall come : I, Charles Rogers Nesbitt, colonial 
secretary of the Bahama islands, do hereby certify that Bmoe Lockhart Bum- 



I 

m^ 
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8ide» who Attests die foregoing dedaration as a notaiy public, is in traih and in 
fiict a notarj public, dnlj authorized and empowered, and that all fidth and credit 
u due and ought to be siven to his acts and deeds as such. 

In teeUmon J whereoC I have hereunto set my hand, at Nassau, this third day 
of Jul7,A.D. 1863. 

C. R. NE8BITT, 

CoUmial Secretary 
Bahama Islarm : 

By hb excellency Charles John Bajlejvesq^ companion of the most honorable 
Order of the Bath, governor, and commander-in-chief in and over the 
[SBAil] said blands, chanccuor, vice-admiral and ordioair of the same. To all 
to whom these presents shall come, greeting : Be it known that the 
honorable Charles Rogers Nesbitt, by whom the annexed certificate is sub- 
scribed, was, on the day of the date thereof, and now is, colonial secretary for 
the said Bahama islands ; therefore, all due faith and credit are and ought to be 
had and given to the said annexed certificate. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the said islands to be hereunto 
affixed, at Nassau, New Providence, this third day of July, A. D. 1863, and in 
the twenty-seventh year of her Majesty's reign. 

C. J. BAYLET. 
By his excellency's command: 

C. R. Nbsbitt, Cfdonial SecrOarp. 



No. 11. 



Bahama Islands, New Pratidenee: 

Know all men by these presents, that on this second day of July, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, before me, Bruce Lock- 
hart Bumside, a notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted 
and sworn, residing and practicing in the city of Nassau, in the island of New 
Providence, personally came and appeared John B. Lafitte, of the island of New 
Providence, merchant, the agent of the owners of the confederate steamship 
Margaret and Jessie, and the Hon. George David Harris, of the said city, 
merchant, and one of the firm of Henry Adderly & Company, merchants, the 
consignees of the said steamship, who did solemnly declare (such declaration 
being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas for substituting a declara- 
tion in lieu of an oath in certain cases) that these declarants have great 
knowledge and experience in matters relating to shipping transactions between 
this port of Nassau and the Confederate States of America. 

And these declarants do further declare, that the current rate of freight in a 
steamship from the port of Nassau to a confederate port is sixty pounds sterling 
per ton, and that the rate of freight in the stenmehin Margaret and Jessie, from 
the port of Nassau to a confederate port, has never been less than sixty pounds 
sterling per ton, payable in advance at the port of Nassau, ship lost or not lost, 
and that more freight for each voyage could have been obtained than was 
required. 

And these declarants did further declare, that the rate of freight chargeable 
up<m small quantities of cotton shipped from tlie ports of the confederacy to 
this port of Nassau is five pence sterling per pound weight, but that small 

Suantities of cotton are only carried as a special favor, and not as an ordinary 
bipment; and that for large quantities of cotton the rate of ten pence sterling 
per pound weight has frequently been oficred and could easily be obtained as 
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And tlicse dcclmmDU farther aec1are« that tbe net registered Britbli tonnace 
of the said steamship Margaret and Jessie was three hundred and twelve tmM, 
as anpears by the certificate of her British registrj, and thai the net registered 
confederate tonnage of the said steamship is seven hundred and thirtj-two tons, 
as appears bj her confederate register. 

JOHN B. LAFITTEL 
GEOBGE D.HARRIS. 
Declared to, at Nassaa, this second day of July, A. D. 1863. 

fsBAL.! ^ ^ BURXSIDE, 

^ Kotary PuUle, BakammM. 



Bahama Islands, New Prtidemee: 

To all to whom these prcsenU shall come : I, Charles Rogers Neshitt, colonial 
s^reUry of the Bahama islands, do hereby certify that Bruce Lockhart Bum- 
Mde, who attests the foregoing declaration as a notary public, is in truth and in 
fact a notary public, duly authorised and empowered, and that all &ith and 
credit IS due and ouglit to be given to his acts and deeds as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand at Nassau this third dar 
of July, A. D. 1863. C. R. NESBITT, Colonial Secretary. ^ 

Bahama Islands: 

1 ^^' ^1^ eicepency Charles John Briyley. eso^ companion of the most 

[seal.] I'onorable Order of the Bath, governor and commander-in-chief in 

and over the said islands, chancellor, vice-admiral, and ordinary of the 

1, J"" n ^,^'^J>°^ J*«»« P?^«^nts shan come, greeting: Be it known that the 
l7.T]t C]^'*'*^* ^;:^ Nesbitt, by whom the annexed certificate is subscribe^ 
7.Url l^^'V^ the date thereof, and now is, colonial secretary of the Bahama 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of tie aaia ulaDds to be hen. 
unto affixed at Nassau, N. P. tl.w third day of July, A. D ImI mJ i„ ^ 
twcnly-seTcntb year of her Maiesty'a reigi ^ ^ "d m the 

By his excellency's comnuuid: n T bavtwv 

C. R. Nesbitt, Caloniat SecrHary. ^' ^'^"^^• 



No. 12, 



CisTOM-Hoi'SB, Nassad. N, P, 

as having arrived from the port of Charl««tnn < r «:.*. ^ i S:r?T* 
of cott..™: her name bavinj Wchon^to "u ^^^^^ "f «»« »^« 
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cleared aft Hm poet ftr the port of St John, N. B^ on the foDo wiog da ja, to 
wit: On tiw tfrw^-tliiid day of Febnamrj^ 1863; twentj-firat ittj of Mardu 
1863; eigbteentk daj of April. 1863, and the aizteentli daj of May, 1863-^ 
each time with an aasorted cargo; and entered at this port as coming from the 
port of ChaileetOB. S. 0<, on the foRowing days, to wit: On the fonrtcenth day 
of March, 1863» wiihacaigoof 861 halea cotton; on the derenth day of April, 
1863, with % cavM of 821 bales cotton. From Wilmington, N. C^ On the 
eleyenth day of May* 1863, with a cargo of 684 halet cotton ; and on the third 
day of Jmaeb 1863; 9B coming tnm Charleston, S. C-* with a cargo of 756 bales 

I^RALl E. B. A. TAYLOB. 

1 •*■*! Acting Receiver General mmd Treasurer. 



Mr. F. W. Seward io Lord h^mu. 

Dbfartmbnt op Statc 

WoMkingtom. Deeemher 24, 1863. 

My IiOK0: Ihave the honor to achnowledge the receiDt of yonr note of yes- 
terday, comaonueadi^ nnder the instmctions of her Majesty's govemment, 
certain evideiiee in die case of the Margaret and Jessie, and miudng a represen* 
talion in legard to that case. In reply I have die honor to stale thid yonr 
commnnicadoa will be taken into consideration. 
Yomt krd^op^s obedient serrant, 

F. W. SEWARD, 

Ac'img }:xcreiary. 
Bi^t Hon. LoBD Lyons, ^ ^ fc 



XorJ Lyame ta *Mr. Seward. 

WASHiNOTOif, Deeemher 26, 1863. 
Sit: I have die honor to transmit to yon an extract from adeapatch from her 
Majesty's consnl at New York, relatiye to the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. 
James McHngh, who arrived at that place in the British paJtet City of Wash* 
ington OB the 17th instant, and who appears to be a British subject. Yon wiQ 
percdve that the marshal at New York had stated to her Maiesty's consnl that 
M was abont, in pursuance of directions, to transfer Mr. McHugh from die 
county jail to Fort La&yette. I tmst you will be so good as to acqaaitit me as 
soon as posMble with the grounds of the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. McHugh. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest considemtion, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, hnmUe aemmt, 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^ 4ie^ fc 



Exirmei /ram m de$patckJrom Connd Arckihald ia Lord Lyone, dated Kern 
York, December 25, 1863. 

•*I have die honor to report to vour lordship that Mr. James Medngh, a 
British subject, land^ on the 17th instont from the steamer City of Washing- 
ton, (which vessd arrived on that day at this port firom Queenstown,) and was 
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immeduody aircsted bj tbe cnstom-lKNue offieort. On die 19di instaiit I r»> 
ceiv^ a note, dated tlM ISth inetant* horn Mr. McHi]^ infonaiaf aw of Ue 
arreat and claimiiig mj protectioa* and seating, at tlie same tnM» that lie wae 
ignorant of the canae of kit arrest. Oa tlie sane daj (the 19th) I applied to 
the marshal for infonnation as to the cause of Mr. McHvgh*s anestt and re> 
ceivcd on Mondaj* Uie 21st. a replj from the marshal stating that Mr. Me- 
Hu£^ had been arretted and handed over to him bj the offioen of the rnstoms, 
as a ' bearer of rebd despatches** and becaose he had been coneemed in na- 
niiig the Uockade ; that the cnstom-honse anthorities were to prodnee eri- 
dence before him, and that nnless soch evidence were prodneed before him 
in the course of that daj, he (the marshal) would discharge Mr. McHogh. 

** On Wednesday, the 23d, finding, by a note from Mr. McHugfa, that he was 
still incnstodr,! wrote a note to the marshal inquiring whj the prisoner had not 
been set at liberty. Not receiving any reply, and having (yesteidajt the 24lh) 
received a further urgent note from Mr. McUugh, I again addressed a note to the 
marshal, trusting that Mr. McHugh would be liberated in the course of Tester* 
day. To this note I recdved a reply from the marshal, inforudng me that, la 
pursuance of directions, he was about to transfer Mr. McHu^ mm the county 
jaU to Fort Labyetto.'* 



Lord Ljfotu Is Mr. SewmrJL 



Washington, JDeeewder 26, 186S. 

Sir : I have the honor to ask your immediate attention to the oidosed ex- 
tract from a despatch from her Majesty's consul at Kew York, respecting the 
imprisonment of the master and crew of Uie British steamer Banshee, cap* 
turcd on a charge of breach of blockade. 

You will observe that it is stated that the master and crew are detained under 
direct instmctious from the United Stotes government. 

It appears, moreover, that they are confined in Uie New Toik county jaiL 

You will see, therefore, that the case as presented to me is a rtsj serious ooe^ 
and will excuse my pressm^ for immediate information respecting it. 

I have the honor to be, wiui the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

^ ^ LYONa 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^ ^e, ^c 



Extract from Omsml Archibald to Lord Lyon*, dated Kem Yori. Decern^ 

bar 22, 1863. 

" In refenring to my dcspateh of the 27th ultimo, in which I reported die 
Rapture, and arrival at this port, of the steamer Banshee, I now have the 
honor to report to your lordship that the master and crew ef this vessd have 
been detomed here as prisoners since the 23d ultimo. 

" Supposing they had been detained, as usual in such cases, for the purpose of 
taking their testimonv, I did not, until after a reasonable time, interleie in their 
behalf. Having made inquiries of the United Stotes marshal, from whom I le- 
ceivcd no sati^actory reply, I addressed a note to the United States district 
attorney, who, in his reply, informs me that the master and crew are detobed 
under direct instructions from the government, and that the ms^ter U under^ 
stood •to have been arrested on two or three occasions previous to his present 
detention, charged with great infractions of the law/ 






nm III i^aw^ifv. 



I .1 m il 



452 DIPLOMATIC CORBESPOKDENCB. 

"CapUin Stede» la Teference to this aflegaUoii. asserts that lie nerer was in 
tbe northern States bnt onee before this time* and that was when he was cap- 
tared 1a^ year In the Tubal Gain, for an alleged attempt to violate the blockadfe* 
and was biooght to this port** 



Mr. F. W. Seward f Lord Lyoiu. 

Dbpaktmbnt or State, 

WaMngtom, December 28, 1863. 

My Lord z I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jonr memoran* 
dam of the 22d instant, respecting the case of the Mont Blanc, and to inform 
jonr kurdsliip that that case is now the subject of consideration, and that a com- 
munication in relaUoa to it will be sent to jour lordship at an early day. 

I have tlie honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
•ervant» 

F. W. SEWARD, 

Acting Secretary. 
Bigbt Hon. LoBD Lyons, ^r^ ^c, ^c 



Mr. F. W. Seward to Lard Lyeme. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Waihingtan, December 29, 1863. 

My Lord: Referring to your note of the 18th ultimo, asking for information 
with recard to the detention at Fort Jackson of the BriUsh vessel U. (j. Berry, 
by the United States forces there, and to my reply, I have the honor to enclose 
herewith &e copy of a communication of the 23d instant, addressed to thb 
department by Hrisadier General Canbr. 

I have the honor to be your lordship's obedient servant, 

F. W. SEWARD, 



Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, igc^ ^ ifc 



Acting Secretary. 



Gemtrel OnAff l» Mr. Stwari. 

Wab Dbpartmbnt, 
WaMhington City, December 23, 1863. 

Sir: In reply to vour letter of the 19th ultimo, requesting to be advised, f<Mr 
the information of the British minister, of the reasons for the detention by the 
United Sutes military authorities, at Fort Jackson, of the British vessel H. G. 
Berry, the SecreUry of War instrucU me to state that Major General Banks, 
commanding the department of the Gulf, to whom the same was referred, has 
made the following report: 

«« There was being assembled in the Mississippi river, at the time referred 
to, a large fleet of transports laden with troops, intended for a descent on the 
coast of Texas, near the mouth of the Rio Grande. Tliat, in order to prevent 
information from being conv^ed to that region that such a fleet was in the 
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river and prepariog for tea* I deemed U proper to detvn, f<Mr a few dayi* all 
reesela boand to tMt Ticinitj. All Tessels, national or foreign, were therefore 
deUined until after d»e sailing of the transport fleet** 

For yonr further information aa to the measure adopted in the detention of 
ihe H. 6. Berry, a copj of the report made bj Major General Banks to the 
general-in-chief relative thereto is herewith transmitted. 
I have the honor to be* sir, voor obedient servant, 

ED. R. 8. CANBT, 
Brigadier (Stmeralt A.A.G. 
The Secrbtaby of State, 

WasJkingfmt !>• CL 



Gokni ntmk$ !• Gtmeni S. W. BJUL 
HfiADUrARTBltS DbPARTMBNT OP THB OULP, 

Niw Orleam, Ihcember 9, 1863. 

General : I beg leave to submit, upon the subject referred to in the aeeom- 
panjing papers, relative to the detention of the British vessel BL G. Beny, the 
following report. All the facts stated therein were within my knowledge, ex- 
cept that which relates to the information being conveyed by Uie schooner; bat 
I have no doubt whatever of this. The tiroes and circumstances of the arrival 
of that vessel make it impossible that the information could have been otherwise 
conveved. 

A full statement of the vessel's forces, guns, &X., the losses sustained on the 
voyage, was sent to a rebel officer in Matamoras, and received there on the 
evening of the day that my troops occupied Brownsville. Of this fact I have 
positive knowledge. Had it been received earlier by the rebels, it would have 
prevented their evacuation, and might have defeated our landing at Braxos San* 
tiago. If this had occurred, the expedition would have failed. The person who 
^ve this information called upon me as a Texan refugee, and offered to procure 
mfonnation in regard to the armament and defences of Fort Brown. The cir* 
cumstanccs deuilcd to me at Matamoras make this certain: the information aa 
to our forces was conveyed to the rebels by this schooner, either hj passenger 
or letter^ and her detention by my order caused the delay in its transmission^ 
which enabled the forces of the United States to occupy the position in advance 
of the reporu of this spy. The information in regu^ to our fleet and forces 
was obtained at New Orleans ; the report of our losses, at the Rio Grande. Of 
these facU I have no doubt whatever. It is not probable that the owners of the 
vessel were parties to the treason. <« 

I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

N. P. BANKS, 
Major General Com m anding. 

Major General H. "W. Halleck, 

General'inChirf, U. S. A^ Waskingtont D. C. 



Mr. F. W. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

Department or State, 

Washington, December 80, 1863. 
Mv Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 26th instant, asking to be made acquaint^ with the grounds of the 
arrest and imprisonment of Mr. James Mcliugh, who arrived at New Toik fat 
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the Britisli packet Ciij of Wasbtogton on the 17ih of this month, and to state 
that a copj of it has been sent to the Secretaiy of War, with the view of ob- 
taining the demied information. 

I hare the honor to be, with high consideration, jonr lordship's obedient 



P. W. SEWARD, 

Acting Secrttarjf. 
Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, igc^ igc^ ige. 



Lord Lyam to Mr. Seward. 



Wasuinoto?!, Dteemher 30, 18G3. 

Sir: Her Majesty's government have considered die notes addressed to this 
legation by the Department of State, on the 9th October f 38th Congress, Ist 
session, Monse Ex. Doc No. 1, page 698] and 4th November last, respecting 
the case of the Victor, and have reviewed all the information which has reached 
them with regard to the circumstances which attended the capture of that vessel, 
and to the proceedings before the prize .conrt at Kej West Her Majesty's 
covemment have tbns been confirmed in the opinion that thej had previously 
formed as to the unwarrantable character of the seisure of tlie Victor, and they 
have seen with surprise and regret that the government of the United States has 
deemed it fitting to permit an appeal on behalf of the captors from the sentence 
in fav<Mr of the captured vessel. 

The making use of a neutral port as a place from which to sally forth and 
pursue the Victor appears to her Majesty's government to be an nncontrovertcd 
uct in the cose. At whatever distance from the coast the capture may have 
taken place, it seems to be clear, that within one hour from leaving the harbor 
of Havana the Victor was seized by the United States cruiser Juniata, coming 
out of the same port ; and her ifajesty's government cannot but think that 
such a fact alone should induce tlie government of the United States to abide 
by the decbion of its own prize court, and not to seek the reversal of that 
decision by appeal ; for her Alajesty's government apprehend that in a case in 
which a fact like this manifestly appears fr«>m the evidence, a neutral govern- 
ment would be fully justified in disregarding, as contrary to settled principles, 
the jadgroent even of a conrt of appeid, if pronounced adversely to the vesseL 
Her Majesty's government have accordingly directed me to recall your atten- 
tion to the facts of this unjust seizure, and on the grounds above menUoned to 
press for the immediate release of the Victor. 

There is, moreover, another point in the case to which her Majesty's govern- 
ment deem it necessary to advert. Although by the decree the vessel is released, 
an option is given to the government of the United States to take her for its 
own service at an appraised value, failing which the claimant may be put into 
possession pending the appeal, if he is willing to deposit in court the same 
appraised value, but not otherwise. Her Majesty's government conclude from 
the assurances lately given by the United States government, under the advice 
of its attorney ^neral, upon the general question of taking uncondemned neu- 
tral vessels for its own service under a recent act of Congress, that that govern- 
ment will not attempt to avail itself of the option of purchase given in so ex- 
traordinaiy a manner by the decree which pronounces tlie capture unlawful ; 
but her Migcsty's government, nevertheless, think that there is considerable 
harshness in making the deposit of the full appraised value (as distinguished 
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from security-) the onlj oondition on wbich the raccestfol clumaDt in a ease like 
this can obtain possession of his propertj and obviate the risk of a ONnpalsoiy 
sale pending the appeaL , • . , ,, 

I have the honor to be, with the highest conudar^tion, shr, yonr most ebedientp 

Hon. William H. SswAKOt ^c^^ ifc 



Lord Lyom9 to Mr Seward. 

WASHiNGToif, Deeemher 31» 1863. 

Sir : On the 3d of Jnlj last I had the honor to submit to yon a protest 
made by the master of the briff Isabella Thompson against the capture of that 
vessel by the United States sbip-of-war United States, and on the 10th of the 
same month you were so good as to communicate to me a copy of a letter 
from the Secretary of the Isayjt stating that the parties interested must abide 
the decision of the prize court, which tribunal would, without doubt, give a just 
decision upon the seizure, and award ample damages should the seizure have 
been illegal and wanton. 

The judge of the district court at New York, by a decree made on the 31st 
July last, restored the vessel and cargo to the claimants, but without damages 
or costs, and he gave the libellants leave to move that further proofs should be 
introduced by them as to the illicit dealing alleged against the bng. On the 18th 
of August (the libellants not having in the mean time moved for leave to intro- 
duce further proofs) the decree was made final and absolute. 

Her Majesty's government having been furnished by the claimants with 
copies of the depositions, and with notes of the opinion of the jud;:c^ and 
having taken the whole case into consideration, have directed me to address to 
the government of the United States a demand for compensaUon for the parties 
interested. 

Her Majesty's government apprehend that an appeal is open to the claimants, 
and that this is a legal mode of obtaining redress yet unexhausted ; but they 
conceive that the miscarriage of the judge in not awarding costs and damages 
is so clear, that the parties injured should at once have justice done to them, 
without incurring the delay and expense which would be incident to further 
legal proceedings, and which might serve only to augment the ultimate demand 
of her Majesty's government for compensation. 

Her Majesty's government presume that the notes of the judge's opinion 
with which they have been furnished are correct. If so, the premises respecting 
the entire innocence of the vessel, and the absence of any legal ground for deten« 
tion, are so plainly at variance with the conclusion of relieving the captors from 
the legal and proper consequence of a wholly unjustifiable seizure, that her 
Majesty's government cannot but hope that the government of the United Sutet 
will perceive at once the justice of giving the costs and damages in the case. 

Her Majesty's government observe that the Isabella Thompson was en- 
gaged in a lawful trade between two neutral ports, neither of them even la 
the neighborhood of any blockailed port Her cargo was Uken on board in the 
ordinary course of trade in neutral waters, and there is not any trace in the evi- 
dence of anything having occurred, when she was visited and captured, which 
could afford the slightest pretext for the capture. It appears to her Majesty*! 
government that, in support of the single plea of justification put forward, (y» : 
the suspicion of a complicity between this vessel and the blockade runner from 
which she is stated to have received a great part of her cargo in British waters,) 
no evidence was produced except that of one witness, the cook, which the judge 
himself did not rely upon, ana which, by itself, even if fully credited, had no 
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tendencj to identifj the vojage and adrentnre of the one ibip with that of the 
other ; and her Majesty's eoTemment conceive that it is apparent, from the omis* 
•ion of the oiptors to avau themselves of tlie opportnnitj of going intp fiinher 
proof which was offered them bj the decree, that there was no ground in fact 
for anj such charge. Moreover, her Majesty's government deem it to be 
impoesible to refrun from noticing, as worthy of reprehension, the coarse adopted 
in obtaining, previonslj to the regular examination, and while the witness was 
on board, in tne power of the captors, a deposition (however voluntary it may 
purport to be) from this cook, evidently intended to offer some sort of pretext 
tor a seizure which it had been discovered could not be defended upon the facts 
and the law. Her Majesty's government consider that such a deposition is very 
objeedonable in principle, and they believe it to be contrary to the practice of 
the American prize courts as well as to that of the prize coturts of Great Britain. 

The case of the Isabella Thompson appears to her Majesty's government to 
be simply that of a neutral vessel sailing from one neutral port to another, with 
a cargo me from all suspicion and with perfectly regular papers, which it seized 
upon the high seas and compelled to incur very heavy expenses and damages, 
without a colorable pretext on the part of the captor, as to whom the most 
favorable suggestion xs that he was entirely ignorant of the law. 

Her Majesty's government conceive that it would be difficult to say in what 
case the award of costs and damages, the only protection of the neutral, ought to 
be made in a prize court, if not in this. Her Majesty's government apprehend 
that, even if the captor's conduct in such a case could be excusable in tlie eyes of 
the judges of his own country, thin could be no reason why all indemnity should 
h% refused to the injured party, who did not by any improper or objectionable 
condoct whatever contribute to the captor's error. 

For the above reasons her Majesty's government deem it to be their duty to 
invite the government of the United States to make immediate reparation in the 
ease. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, nr, your most obedient, 
humble ser>'ant» 

LYONS, 



Papers hmded ta If Lard Ly—.— CleM/<ah. 

[List of Papers.] 

1. Memorial ot Susan Henry. 

2. Affidavit of John E. Holt 

3. Memorial of John E. Holt 

4. Affidavit of John E. Holt 

6. Provincial secretary to mayor of Halifax, December 19, 1863. 

6. Mayor of Halifax to provincial secretary, December 19, 1863. 

7. Same to same, December 22, 1863. 

8. City mart^hal to mayor of Halifax, December 21, 1863. 

9. Police Gonsuble Hutt to city marshal, December 21, 1863. 



Memorisl of Susan Hemy. 

To kis exedlemcy Major General IlautingM Doyfe. admmittrator ofiht gorern- 
went andcommander-in^ckuftfSova ikotim. 

The humble memorial of Susan Henry, wife of William Henry, of Halifax, 
engineer, showeth : That her husband, the said William Henry, together with his 
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biothert Alexjuidcr Hcniy, were employed the day hden yesterday to sliip tm 
engineers on board a steamer, and went sbortlj after to jom ber at the month 
of the haibor. 

That yonr memorialist has since nnderstood and believes that they hare 
been nnlawfnlly seised by the officers and crew of a steam vessd sud to be a 
United Sutcs man-of war, called the Ella and Annie, and are now in con* 
finement as prisoners on board one of the American men-of-war in this harbor. 

That both William and Alexander Ucnir had returned to this port about a 
fortnight since frcran a previous voyage, their occupdoo being steamboat engi- 
neers, and they have not been absent from home since thdr xetnm till they left 
the day before yesterday to ioin the said boat. 

That they are both British subjects, and reside in HaK&x. 

Tour memorialist prays that your excellency will take steps to procure the 
inunediate relmse of the said William and Alexander Henrj. 

SUSAN HENBT. 



nAUPAX,at; 

I, John E. Holt, at present of the city of Halifax, master mariner, make oath 
and say : lliat when I left the steamer Chesapeake in Sambro harbor, where she 
was at anduHT on the Vixh, day of December instant, and before she was boarded 
by the United Sutes ship-of-war Ella and Annie, William Heniy and Alex- 
ander Heiiiy, both of the dty of Halifax, engineers, were on board of the 
steamer Chesapei^Le, and I feel quito certain neiUier of them left her before she 
was captured, nor within two hours afterwards, as no boat could have left either 
the Chesapeake or the Ella and Annie within that time and reached the shore 
wiihout my knowing of it, and seeiiig the persona in it. 

JOHN E. HOLT. 

^ Sworn to before me, at Halifax, this 18th day of December, 1863. 

ARCH'D SCOTT, 

Justice of tke Peaet. 



Memorial of John E. Holt 

To *t# eicellcncjf Major General Hasthgs Doy!e^ administrator of tke govern- 
meni of ihe province ofKova Scotia, and commander-tn-ckief of the forces of 
ker Majesty tke Hueem tkereiu. 

ITie memorial of John E. Holt, shipmaster, bnmbly showeth : That he ia a 
Britbh-bom subject, and is owner and master of the British schooner Investi- 
gator, belonging to the port of Halifax, where your memoralist resides. 

That on the 16th day of December instant, while he was in command of his 
said vessel in British waters, to wit, in the harbor of Sambro, within the body 
of the county of Halifax, his said vessel was forcibly entered by the officers of 
a United States vcsscl-of-war, the particulars of which are detoiled in the an- 
nexed affidavits, to which your memorialist begs leave to refer your excellency. 

Your mem trialbt, having sustained the iniury and insult therein described at 
the hands of a foreign man-of-war in British waters, looks to y^ur ekoelleney. 
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as tbe f cpre g cnta live of ber Majestj and tha eommander of ber MajestT*! 
fMreea in tnis provinca, for protection* and lia prayi that tha ontraga thai 
mittad on lum will meet with redress at the hands of yonr exqellencj. 

And Toor memorialistt as in dntr bound, will ercr praj* 

JOHN E. HOLT, 

Halifax, Ikeemitr 1% 1869. 



HAUPAXtSt.* 

I, Jcba £. Hoh» at present of the d^ of Halifax, master mariner, make oath 
and saj : That I am master and owner of the British schooner Investigator, regis- 
tered at the Dort of Halifax, Nora Scotia. 

That OB the morning of the 17th day of December instant the said schooner 
waa in the small barm>r of Sambro, near Hali&x, Nova Scotia, and a large 
steamer called the Chesapeake was at anchor in the said harbor about two hun- 
dred yards from the shore, with six or seven men on board of her. That at 
about 7 o'clock a. m. I saw a federal man-of-war coming into the harbor, and 
when she came near I got under waj, and, proceeding iurther up the harbor, 
came to anch<tf about four hundred yards from the Chesapeake, and about two 
hundred yards from the shore. That the Chesapeake had no flag flying until the 
federal man-of-war was about one hundred yards off, when a federal flag was 
hoisted at the peak upside down, but in two or three minutes, and before she was 
boarded, it was reversed and aeain hoisted. That the man-of-war (the name of 
which I have ascertained to be the Ella and Annie) having the federal flag flying 
ran alousBide of the Chesapeake and made fast to her. About an hour after a 
boat with an armed crew started from the Ella and Annie and came alongside 
of my schooner. I was below when they reached the vessel, but came on deck 
on hearing the noise they made coming on board. When I reached the deck I 
* ibnnd nx or seven armea men there at work opening the hatches of my vessel. 

1 I then asked one of them, who appeared to be an officer, to show me his authority. 

He struck the pistol which was m his belt, and said that was his authority. I 
said I did not think he could overhaul my vessel in a British port ; and then 
three of his men, cocking their pistols, pointed them at me and told me to hold 
my tongue. The officer then said he had a great mind to take me prisoner and 
take me to the States, as I would make a A— A good evidence. He then asked 
me if any of the Chesapeake's men were below. I said ** No," as I thought 
' th^ had all gone on shore. They then opened the hatches and searched the 

▼ewel from one end to the other, and took away as prisoner one of the men of 
] the Chesapeake who was asleep in the cabin in one of the berths, and a large 

I quantity of trunks and baggage and other articles which had been put on board 

! ii my vessel by some of die men of the Chesapeake, and left the vessel. That 

) the search was conducted throughout in a very rough and tyraimical manner, 

j and a guard kept on deck all the time with cocked pistols. That at about half- 

; past 11 o'clock a. m. I sailed from Sambro harbor in the said schooner, leaving 

the two steamers there. That 1 did not at the time know the name of the man 
that was taken from my vessel, but I have since been informed that his name is 
John Wade ; and I further say that I am a British subject, bom in Nova Scotia, 
and have never taken the oath of allegiance to any foreign state. 
, I JOHN E. HOLT. 

"i i 

Sworn to before me, at Halifax, this 18ih day of December, A. D. 1863. 
; 1 P. C. HILL, 

\ Mayer and Justice of the Peace* 
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Haufax, Nota Scotia* Ikeemier 19» 1863. 
Sii : I hti.Y9 U in command from lib honor the adminutrmior of tho gorera* 
ment to inform jon that N. Gonnison, etq^ rice-consnl of the United Stalee, 
hat this moment adriscd his honor that the police officer! of this citj haTebeem 
prerented bj the dtizena from exccnting a warrant agMnst Creoi^ Wade^ 
eharged with piracj and mnrder. and I am further commanded to desire yon t* 
use jour best exertions for the senrice of said warrant, and tosUte that, if the 
police force nnder your command b not sufficient therefor, his honor will place 
any force at your disposal which yon may require in order that the law may 
not be obstructed in iu execution. 

A copy of Mr. Gunnison's applicaUon for assistance in the apprehennoa of 
Creorge Wade is herewith encloaed. 
I haTC. te^ 

a TUPP£R» FrovmeUl Seertfmrf. 

His worship the MAYOt of Haupaz. 



• 2%« irif*r ^Bal^mz f# lA« ^rsvtacMil tentatf. 

Mayor's Officb, Halifax. Ikcemhtr 19, 1863. 
Sir :' I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day's 
date. In reply, I beg to state that I deeplr regret that any such occunrence 
should have taken place, but I am assured tliat the city marshal used every 
effort in his power to execute the process intrusted to him at the time referred 
to ; and although unsuccessful on that occasion, I beg to assure you that every 
effort will continue to be made to apprehend the paities named in the process* 
notwithstanding that I have receivea a communication from the vice-consul of 
the United States infoiming me that he does not wbh the services of the police 
iu the matter any further* 
I have, fte^ 

P. CARTERET HILL 
The honorable Provincial Sbcrbtary. 



TUm UM^for 9j Hmiykz ts Mr. Tufptr. 

Mayor's Office, Halifax. December 22, 1862. 
Sir : I have the honor to enclose you copies of report from the city marshal 
and policeman Hutt, on the subject of the attempted arrest of George Wade, the 
prisoner from the steamer Chesapeake. 
I have, te^ 

P. CARTERET HILU Ma^for. 
The honorable Provincial Sbcrbtary. 



City Marshal's Officb, 

Halifax. December 21, 1862. 
Sir : In obedience to the request of your worship, contained in your commu- 
nication of the IDth instant, I have the honor to furnish a report of the circum- 
stances connected with the attempted execution of the warrant against Georg« 
Wade on Saturday last. 



J 
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Having understood from tlie attomej of the American consol tbat George 
Wade WM to be landed on the day in question at tlie QneenV wliarf, I detached 
what I judged to be a anfficient police force to arrest and secure Lim when he 
was landed. 

Between one and two o'clock a boat bearing the American flag» with the oris* 
oner on board, who had irons on» landed at a confined and inclined slip, which ^ 
is at the whaif where the sheriff of the connty of Halifax and the consul of the 
United States of America were waiting to sc*cnre the prisoner. 

The prisoners were then nnshackldl, and» as I hare since understood, the 
sheriff said to them they were at liberty. When the prisoners were landed and 
nnshackled, policemen Hutt, Hood, and Burke were on the slip, and close to 
where Wade was standing. 

As I had something to communicate to the American consul, I left the slip, 
and went to the consul and his attorney, who were on the wharf, a short dis* 
tance from the slip. On turning round I perceived one of the prisoners in a 
fishing boat, and I inquired of the consul who the person in the boat was ; he 
informed me it was Wade. I at once rushed down to the slip, but my progress 
was impeded by the number of boatmen who were standing on the slip and near 
the bottom of it, and so blocked it up that before I could get near, the boat had 
eone out of reach, and made it impossible for me to arrest Wade. At this time 
I saw policeman Hutt, with a pistol in his hand, who commanded the return of 
the boat, but he was disregarded. Finding that it was impossible for me to 
reach the boat by the slip, I ran on the wharf, thinking I could board the boat 
containing the prisoner from a commissariat boat, which was moored at the 
wharf without any one in her. I called upon the men in the boat which had 
Wade on board to return, but a number of voices from the wharf urged them to 
go on, which they did. Before the boat had got out of the dock I requested the 
officer in charge of the United States boat which brought the prisoner on shore 
to come to my assbtance, but this was neglected. On the fishing boat getting 
beyond my reach, the crowd on the wharf cheered them. I have understood 
that the boat which conveyed Wade was in charge of Gallagher and Holland. 

I beg to assure your worship that every possible effort was made in my 
power, and, as I believe, by the policemen present, to arrest Wade ; but that, 
from the circumscribed space where he was landed, and the crowded state of 
the snace, it was beyond the power of either myself or my men to do more than 
was done. 

I have required the policemen to furnish a detailed report of the circum- 
atances within their knowledge, which 1 have tl)e honor to submit herewith. 
I have» ^ ce .» 

GABRET COTTER, City Marshal 

His worship the Ha vol. 



Mr. HmU to tkt Ctff Mmkmi. 

Halifax, December 21, 1863. 

Sir: By yonr direction, and with a warrant under the hand and seal of the 
mavor, I proceeded to the Queen's wharf on the 19th day of the mouth at one 
o'clock for the purpose of arresting George Wade, charged with murder and 
piraev. I was made aware that the said George Wade was then a prisoner on 
board of one of the United States gunboats now in the harbor, and would be 
brought on shore at that hour, and handed over to the sheriff. 

I met the sheriff on the wharf, and told him that I had a warrant for Wade; 
he told me to give the prisoner two or three minutes after he released him be- 
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fore I arrested him. Met Dr. Almon on the whard Asked roe mj bnsinest ; I 
told bim. and skowed bim tbe warrant witb tbe mayor's rignatore to it ; be said 
it was a sbame. I was stauding at tbe bead of tbe slip; tben tbe United 
States man-of-war boat came to tbe sbore wirb prisoners. I was tben jomedbj 

Soliccmcn liood and Burke and yourself. Tbe slip is an inclined plane nmnii^ 
own to tbe water, about fourteen or sixteen feet from tbe capsil of the wbai^ 
Tbe prisoner Wade was landed at tbe water's edge on tbe slip, and I went 
towards bim ; be was in irons, and on bis landing on tbe slip bis irons were 
taken off. I did not bear tbe sberiff say be was free, but heard some person 
say, ** He is in tbe boat" I ran down tbe slip to tbe water's edge, and called 
upon tbe persons in tbe boat to bring tlie boat back, and presented a veTolver, 
TiNbeu they backed the boat. As tbe boat was backing to tbe slip I was seised 
round tbe arms by Dr. Almon, who told tbe men in tbe boat to go on ; I was 
also bandied by Alexander Keith, jr., who tried to get the jti^tol out of my 
band, and also by Dr. Smith. Had it not been for the interference of Dr. 
Almon, Alexander Keith, jr.. Dr. Smith, and others, I have no doubt but I could 
bare secured the man Wade. With regard to the slip where tbe prisoner waa 
landed, I would state that it runs down firom tbe wharr some forty or fifty feet, 
. and is more than twelve feet wide, and a crowd of persons were on it at tbe 
time. I wish further to inform you, that when I presented my pistol at the 
boat which was carrying away Wade, I bad tbe warrant for bis arrest in my 
left hand, tlie pistol in my right, at the time I was seized by Dr. Almon* 
I am, &c^ 

LOUIS HUTT. 
Garkbt Cottbr, CUy MarMhdL 



Lord Lyons to Mr Seward. 



Washington, January 2, 18C4* 

Sir : In pursuance of instructions which I have received from her Majes^'s 
government, I do myself the honor to submit to yon the enclosed papers relatice 
to the capture of a British schooner, the Don Jos6, by the United States cmiser 
Juniata. 

In a letter, dated the 15th July last, of which a copy is included among these 
papers, the district attorney of the United States at Key West stated, that, on 
a thorough examination of tbe ship's papers, and tbe depositions of tbe wit- 
nesses examined, he was unable to find any facts which warranted the detentKNi 
of the Don Jo8^, and he accordingly declared that be bad no objection to her 
going to sea. To her Majesty's government, by whom the caso has been eai^ 
fully examined, the seizure of this vessel appears to have been one of a veiy 
unjustifiable character, and to have been wholly unwarranted either by the 
papers, the cargo, or any of the circumstances. 

Iler Majesty's government trust, therefore, that the government of the United 
States will have no difficulty in admitting that proper compensation is due to 
the parties injured by the seizure of tbe Don Jos^ 

The amount of the compensation would of conrse be a matter to be settled 
afterwards. 

I subjoin a list of the papers which accompany this note^ and I beg yon to 
be so good as to send them Imck to me. 

I have tbe honor to be, with the highest consideraUon, sbr» yonr most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

LTOSa 
Hon. William H. Sbward, 9fc^ Igc. Igc 
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1. Authenticated copy of a despatch from the Britisli vice-consal at St 
Jagu de Cuba to the acting eonsol general at Havana* 17th. Julj, 1863. 

2. Authenticated copy and translation of a protest of the passengers and 
crew of the Don Jos<^, 9th Jnly, 1863. 

3. Authenticated copy of certificate of Commander ClitXv of the United 
States ship Juniata, 8th July. 1863. 

4. Authenticated copy of protest of master of the Don Jos& 10th July, 
1863. 

5. Au'henticated copy of letter flrom United States district attorney at Key 
West to acting British vice-cousut, 15th July, 1863. 

6. Protest of the master, supercargo, and one of the seamen" of the Don 
Jos^ 7th August, 1863. 



Rrkitk rUe-Cau$td mi $L Jmgm U CmU U tU Attimg Cmufd Gtmend mi H^mm. 

BK1TI8H VlCB-CONSVLATB, ' 

St. Jago de Cuba, July 17, 1863. 
Sib : I have the honor to inform you that the Haytien sloop Gustavo arrired 
yesterday in this port from Cape Haytien, bringing eight passengers, named 
I^etro Antonio Lopez, Antonio Kocher, Francisco Abril, Esteran Estivel, Jos^ 
Gabocho, Miguel Andreosabi, Juan Hat, and Gabriel Domingo Hylesias,who 
presented themselves before me with the enclosed certified copy of a protest, 
noted by them on the 9th instant, before her Majesty's vice-consul at Cape 
Haytien, from wliich document it sppears that the British schooner Don Jos^ 
of Nassau, Lord, master, was captured by the United States steamer Juniata, 
off Matamoras, on the 3d instant, while on a voyage from Nassau to Havana; 
that Captain Lord and the supercargo were sent on to Key West in the 
schooner, with a prize crew on board : and that the passengers nnd seamen 
mentioned above were put on board the steamer, and subsequently landed at 
Cape Havtien, on the 8th instant. 

FEED. W. RAMSDEN, riceConsul 
John Y. CbAwpord, Esq^ 

Mar British Majesty m Acting Consul General, ige.^ ifc^ ifc. 

Havana, August 13, 1863. 
\ I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and faithful copy, word for 

. word, compared, of the original on record in this office. 

j JOHN V. CRAWFORD, 

J: Acting Consul General in Cuba. 



Protest of the passengers and crew of the Don Jose. 

[TcanslatkNi.] 

British Consulatb at Caps Haytibn, Hayti. 
On tbe9thday of July, ]863,beforcme, her BriUnnicMajesty's vice-consul Wil- 
liam Borden, esq., appeured the following parties, landed here yesterday bv the 
United States steamer Juniata,Cominander Clits, now in this port, said parties being 



I 
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i 

tie passengert, raperaurgo, and crew Ukcn Ibrcibi j from on board of the Bridik ] 

schoooer Don Jos^ of Nassau, on the 2d insUnt, near the island of Cuba, | 

appeared, as above sUtcd. to make their depositions in this consulate respecUng T 

the illegal act through which ther found themselTes at this phice, and at the 
same time with the intention of solemulj protesting a^inst the damages whidi 
they suffer, as also to reserve their righu in this unjust and arbitrary case. ^ 

The undefi»i;;ncd parties, D. Pedro Antonio Lopes, supercargo; D. Antonio i 

Rocha, D. Francisco Abril, passengers Esteban Estebal, Jos4 Gabacho, ID- ; 

gucl Andccosabi, Juan Mas and Gabriel Domingo Tglessia, seamen, all belonging 
to the schooner Don Jos^, Lord, master, declared and dulv sUted together T 

that on the 28th day of June last they left Nassau, N. P^ at 6 a. m^ tha | 

passengers being duly provided with passports, vised by the Spanish consul 
at that place, bound for Havana, with a cargo consisting of 100 bags of salt | 

and 14 bales of cotton, as far as they remember. That nothing particular oe> 
currcd until the 2d insUnt, at 5| a. m., wlien they saw a steamer to the west* 
ward bearing towards them ; that at 6 a. m. she fired a shotted gun, the shol 
passing over the sails, and at the same time she hoisted American colors. Tha 
master of the schooner answered by setting his British ensign, waitingUia 
steamer's movements. The latter lowered a boat, and boarded them. What 
was their surprise, when the officer who was in the boat, on coming alongside 
of the schooner, ordered eight of his men on board, and took the helm. H* 
went below into the cabin, after taking all the roaster's papers, and ordered the 
passengers to deliver up all those thev might have ; and as on board the schooner 
there was no other trunk than that belonging to D. Francisco Abril, they had 
placed all their papers and money under that lock and key. Mr. Abril opened 
the trunk, and the officer, who was called Mr. Simpson, commenced searching 
its contents, and taking what papers he pleased, without paying any attention 
to Mr. Abril, who protested agamst such a proceeding, and especially at tha 
officer's seizing a sum of <£5,000 and over m bank of England notes, which ] 

D. Jose ^las had confided to him at Nassau, under cover duly sealed for de- 
livery to D. Josd Prats at Havana, both the money and the fetter which ae- 
companied it being addressed to the said Josd Prats, the amount, as appears by 
the receipt which Mr. Abril nive the said D. Josd Mas, at Nassau, agreeing 
with the bill of lading signed by Captain Lord for this package of money. 
Mr. Abril having demand^nl from Mr. Simpson, the officer, a receipt for what ha 
took from Lim, the answer was, "Go to hell!" Mr. Abril also declares that 
Simpson took away from him private letters from his family, a contract for 
cattle entered into with !i[essrs. Mclhardo, Morris & Co^ of Truxillo, Honduras* 
and all the letters and papers he could find in the chest, together with about 
$300 in cash. Mr. Abnl for the second time asked for a receipt, but he was 
treated with great indignity on the part of the individual calling himself an 
officer, but who in reality, from his conduct, was unworthy of any such title. 
He then took away Captain Lord, with all the papers and money, and half an 
hour afterwards he returned with Captain Lord, and informed us that we were 
nrisoners, on the plea that he had found so much money on board the schooner* 
besides some confederate notes on the supercargo, and also 14 bales of oottout \ \ 

which was sufficient evidence that they were ft^m a confederate port, and that t \ 

therefore both passengers and sailors might pack up their traps. Under ^ecirenin- I ; 

sunces each one commenced to look after himself; but great was their surprise 
when the officer, Mr. Simpson, ordered them to leave many of the thinss they 
had got ready, threatening them at every moment that he would send Uiem in * ; j 

the steamer's boat, so that each one was allowed to take what he could cany in j j 

his arms. All this passed on board of the schooner, and they do not believe ) \ 

the facts can be more truly stated, being convinced that such acU as these de- 
ponents had the misfortune to experience from a United Sutes ship-of-war have \ j 
no precedent as regards the manner of such cruel treatment towards persons npoa ! i 
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tlielr lawful aTocntions. D. Y. A%n]» as passenger on board the Don Joe^ 
also declares that he had private property which he wished to take with hin 
when he left the vessel* snch as a spj-glai»« sextant* charts and maps* and snch 
things aa belong to a mariner; also a package oontaining 16 dozen silver thim- 
blea, which were forcibly taken away from him* as likewise were seized a pnise 
containing $36 in cash, belonging to the cook, G. D. Ygelcpias, and the greater 
part of the clothes and bedding of the crew. From the vessel the captain took 
away as mnch liqnors and eatiwles as thdr boat wonld cany. 

At 9 a. m. deponents were taken on board the Jnniata, where np to the 
8th instant they have been treated like criminab treat their victims who fall into 
th^ power. 

We, therefore, thedeoonentSyhaveiqipearedatherBritannieMajesty'sconsalate 
to protest, under the profound conviction that the British go vemment,which protects 
passengers seeking an asylum under its flag will see us righted, and they hereby 
protest in the most solemn and most formal manner for all losses and damases 
which they now are suffering, or may suffer, placed in such a situation landed 
in a foreign port, cut ^ff from communication with the place d their destina- 
tioD, without their property or resources of any kind, stripped of the means of 
snbaidtence, having no connexion nor anything in common with the war now 
going on against the southern United States, having been legally cleared from one 
neutral port direct to another, and made prisoners, tbe lands of Cuba and M atamo> 
ras being distinctly in sight. For all these reasons and arguments we are morallr 
convincdl that the flae of Great Britain will ser\'e us as a guarantee through 
for the restitution of the losses we have suffered, aiding us» through its high 
intervention, to obtain a just iudemnitr. 

Thus declared, protested, and signed, in the mother tongue of the deponents* 
at Gape Hay tien, on the above-mentioned date, before me, 

WILLIAM BORDEN, 
Her Britannic MajeU^M Vice-CoM9wL 

PEDRO ANTONIO LOPEZ. 

ANTONIO ROCHA. 

FRANCISCO ABRIL. 

ESTEBAN ESTIVAU 

JOS£ GABACHO. 

CRUX DE MIGUEL ANDECASABI, 

JUAN MASS, 

GABRIEL DOMINGO TGLISLAS- 



Ctrii/kmie ^ Cmmm9i0r% CUiz. 



UNrrBD Statba Stbamei Juniata, 

Cape Haytien^ July 8, 1863. 
Sir : Tlus is to certifp^ that Francisco Abril Ledro Antonio Lopes, Antonio 
i Berba, Esteban Elebnl, Jos^ Gabscho, Miguel Andreosebi, and Juan Mas* 

^. were taken from the schooner Don Jose, on the 2d of July, 1863. 

\ ^ J. M. B. CLITZ, Commander. 

f ' 

h • 

British Gonstlatb General, 
j ^ Havana, Augtiet 12, 1863. 

I do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and faithful copy, word for 
word, compared of the original, on record in this ofBce. 

[ui.J JOUN V. CRAWFORD, 

|J ! j Acting Consul General in Culm. 
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HBB BRITANNIC MAJSTTY'S VICB-COMSDLATB FOB TBB 8TATB OF FLOBIDA 
A.ND FOBT IW KBT WBR. 

NoU iffynUit ^ Am BriHtk i fl it w r Dm Jmi^ Jmmm JB. Ltrd^ tmmwUr. 

James E. Lord, master of the Bntisk edHMmer Don Joa^ of NasBau* Nev 
Providence, appears this day at the office of the Britiak yioe-coDsal, at the Britiak 
vice-consulate office, at Key West* and notea hia protest, by reason of dama^ 
sustained both to his vessd and eai^go^ finun having been illegally seised* when 
on a voyage from Nassau to Havana* by the United States gunboat Juniata* 
being at the time about 30 milea sooth by east from Gardenaa (the north aidaof 
Cuba) light-house. 

The captain now g^ves notice of motesting, and eanses this note of protsil 
to be entered on this register* at Key West* July 10* 186S. 

JAMES £. + LOBD. 
aasik. 

Hbb BarrANNic Majbsty's Yicb-Oonbulatb* 

Key Wett, July ei* 1863. 
I, J. B. Browne, acting vice-consul* do hereby certify the foregoing to be a 
true and correct copy of the original note of protest* record^ in tiiis office. 

In testimony whereof* I do hereunto set my hand and aeal of office* at tiia 
port of Key West* this 31st day of Jufy* 1863. 

J. B. BROWNE* 
[l. a.] Btr BriiamMk Majut^9 Acting Fice-OwML 

BBmSH CONSULATB ObNBBAL* 

Havana, August 7* 1863. 
A true copy of the original documeiit (m record in thia office. 

JOHN V. CRAWFORD* 
[^ ^] Acting Consul GenermL 



UnitU 8tat€$ Distrid AU0rmt§i9 Ur M^tMtgU Vif-Cmt$tL 

Unttbd Statbb Attornby*8 Officb* 

Key West, July 16. 1863. 
Sir : The master of the British schooner lately sent mto this port aa pitet 
called the Don Jos^ request me to state that no proceedings have been instituted 
against the vesseL Such is the fact On a thorough examination of the ship*b 
napers, and the depositions of die witnesses examined* I am unable to find any 
facte which warrant her detenticm ; and I have no objection to her gomg to aem 
at any time. 

I am* &c^ 

THOMAS J. BOTNTON* 

« ^ « f***^ S^^»^ AUamey. 

Joseph B. Brownb* Esq.* » 

Acting British Vice-ConsuL 

Hbb BBrTAxnic Majbsty*8 Vicb-Gonsulatb. 

Key West, July 31* 1863. 
I do hereby certify ihat die fon^cmig is a true and correct copy of a note 
received from Thomas J. Boynton. esq,* the United States district attorney fbr 
30 c ♦ 
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the State of Honda, now oq file in ibis oflke. In testimonj w1iereof» I bare 
hereonto aet my band and aeal of office, at Key West, tbia Slat day of Jnlj, 
18». 

J. B. BROWNE, 
[SBAL.] Her Briiaamie Majett^* Acting Vtce-CommL 

BnmsH CoNSULATB Gbnbbal, 

HavamOf AMgusi 7» 186S. 
A trne eopj of tbe original docnment on record in tbia offioe. 

JOHN V. CRAWFORD, 

Acting OmMul Otnerai in OAm. 



Ff9ttti 4 1&« BHCtdk tt\ n% w a D^ J9$L 
[U 8.] ['Mptteala.] 

Know an men by tbia pablic inatnunent of protest, tbat, on tbe 7tb day of 
Angnst, in tbe year d onr Lord 1863, at tbe office of tbe Britisb consnlate at 
Havana, before me, Jobn Vincent Crawford, eso^ ber Britannic Mnjcsty's act- 
mm consul general in Cuba, personally appeared James £• Lord, master, Ceferino 
Aunonaterio, supercargo, and Jobn Mass, seaman, all of and belonging to tbe 
Britisb acbooner Don Jos^ ot Nassau, New Providence, (official. No. 46.703 ; \ 
and being severallT sworn u|K>n tbe Holy Evangt-lists of Almigbty God, declared 
tbat tbey, on board of tbe said vessel, sne tben being tigbt, staiincb. and strong, 
wdl fitted and provisioned, and in every respect compete for tbeir then intended 
voyage, and being laden witb a general caigo of mercbandi^e, set sail and de* 
paxtra fiK>m Nassau, New Providence, on t^ 28tb day of June last, and pro- 
ceeded on tbeir voyage towards tbis port of Havana, tbeir clearance and otber 
Gpers being in perfect order. Tbat notbing remarkable occurred until tbe mom- 
^ of tbe 2d of July, wben, about six o'clock, tbe island of Cuba being in 
sigbt, Cardenas bearing soutb by east about 30 miles distant, a §crew steamer, 
bttring no colors, fired a ebot across tbeir bow. Tbey immediately brougbt to 
by tbe wind, and set their ensign. About an hour afterwards they were IxMurded 
by an armed boat of tbe said steamer, which they were informed was the United 
States ship^ Juniata. The boarding officer demanded the vessel's papers, and 
after examining them, aaid to the master, ^Tou dare show me such papers as 
tboel" and ordered tbe Britisb ensign to be hauled down, paying no attention 
whatever to the master's protest ap;ainst such proceeding. The master was 
ordered to proceed on board the Juniata, where he was detained about an hour, 
and on bis return to the schooner be found tbat cveiy chest, trunk, and even 
bis own private lockup, bad been broken open, tbe contents having been ran- 
sacked and pillaged, and that bis nautical instruments, charts, and papers bad 
been taken away. The boardmg officer then ordered the master, the crew, and 
tbe passengers to go on board tbe Juniata, not giving them time to pack up 
theb dotbes, and about three hours after tbe commander informed them that 
be considered their vessel a legal prize, and would send her to Key West. Upon 
which the master requested to be sent along with the schooner, aiceompanied by 
bis supcrcarm and cook, which was allowed, with the exception of the cook. 
As soon as they reached the schooner, tbey were informed by the boarding offi- 
cer that they were prisoners, and would be treated as such. A prize crew, under 
the command of a Mr. Taylor, was then left on board, and they started for Key 
West. The prize officer having found out part of the cargo consisted of ten 
demijohns of rum and a quarter cask of wine, commenced carousing with bis 
erew» and neither be nor any of bis men were sober from that tune up to tbeir 



k.A*^ — r'ni *TAm 



DIPLOILiTIO COREESPOHDEKCS. 467 

arrival at Kej West* m modi io Uiat the Teesd 8track the ground oo two oo» 
eaBlons; and had tbe mast^ not compron^aed with the prixe officer to pilot the 
achooner to her destinaUon, it ia probable that the woold have been lost, with afl 
handa. On their arrival at Kej West, on the 7th of Jnl j, th^ were detained 
on board for twentj-fonr hours, and refnaed all oommnnieation with the shoro. 

That on being nflowed to land, the master went to the marshal'a office, and de- S 

manded his papers, which were refused him, whereupon he noted bis protest at L 
the British vice-consulate. After three dajs spent in the examination of the , n 

ship's papers, and ot witnesses, the United States attorney declared that there ^ 

was no room for proceeding against the schooner, there appearing nothing to ; 

warrant her detention ; and the papers having been returned to the master, he ^ 

engaged a crew, and was allowed to proceed with hia vessel to this port, where t 

she arrived on the 17th of July, the master dul j reportms; the facts at this office* I 

and desiring to extend his protest, which, however, could not be done until to- | 

daj, as the master had left some of his documents at the consul's at Kej West. a 

The rest of the crew were taken bj the Juniata to Gape Hajtien, from whiA u 

place they have since arrived here. Now, therefore, these appesrers desired to e 

protest, and by these presents do most solemnly protest, against the commander, ^ 
officers, and crew of the United States ship Juniata, and against Uie government . I 

of the United States d North America, under whose orders the said commander, i 

officers, and crew have acted, for the unjust and arbitrary seisure and detendoa { 
of their vessel, the Don Jos^ and her cargo ; and for all losses, damagea, 
averagea* demurrage, and loss of markets which have been auetained, or may 
have arisen to the said schooner, Don Jos^ her tackle, apparel, or to the cargo 

and other property on board, in consequence thereof; for these appearers aol* ^ 

emnly swear that they have done nothing whatever to warrant the seizure and ? 

detention of their vessel as aforesaid. • 

JAMES R LORD. 

CEFERINO DE MONASTERIO. ' 

JUAN MASS. 

Signed and declared before me this 7th day of August, 1863. 

JOHN V. CRAWFORD, \ 

[l. 8.] Acting Coimd Gtmeral im (Mm. 



Jtfr. Seward U Lwri LfomM. 



Departmbxt op Static 

Washingtoih January 3, 1864. 

Mr Lord; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communion 
tion of tbe 2d instant, relative to the capture of the Brit^h schooner Don Joatf 
by the United States cruiser Juniata. 

Although this case seems to be a strong one, the President thinks it neett- 
eaxy, before acting upon it definitely, to call on the Navy Department for aa 
explanation concerning the capture. This wQl be done immediately, and the 
captor will at the same time be furnished with a copy of the letter from Mr. 
Boyuton of the 15th of July last, comprised in the accompanimento of your 
lordship's note, with a view to draw his attention to the necessity of directness 
in hb explanation. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord» your obediem 
servant, 

„. ^ „ , , WIIXIAM H. 8EWASD. 

RiC^ Hon. LoBB Lyons, 4c., )c, |e. 
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Lord Lyomi to Mr. SewmrJL 

Washington, Jimuary 4, 1864. 

8ift: I Iisre tbe bonbr to fafonn you that I Iiayo recetved a despatch from 
the Uentenant governor of New Bnmawick, informiiig me that he has issued a 
warrant for the apprehension of the persons whoee extradition is demanded by 
Tonr note to me or the 20th ultimo, and that eve^ exertbn will be made to 
uiaore thdr arrest, should thej be found within his jurisdietion. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir,70ttr most obedient, 
humble serraat* 

LTONa 

Bon. William H. Sbwasd, ige^ ^c |«. 



iSr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WfuhingUmt Jaouary 5, 1864. 

My Lord: I have had the honor to recdTe your lordship's note of the 4th 
instant, by which I leam that his excellencj the lieutenant goremor of New 
Brunswick has issued a warrant for the apprehension of the persons whose 
extradition has been demanded bj me upon a charge of complicity in the nirap 
des committed on board the Chesapeake, and that aue exertion wul bemaae to 
aecure their arrest, if found in that proyinee. 

Tour lordship will please accept mj acknowledgments for this mtiMng in* 
formation, so honorable to the administration of his exceDency and to the goy^ 
erament he representa. 

I haye the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
•eryant, 

WILLIAM H. 8EWAKD. 

Kght Hon. Lord LyoNa, fge^ifen^c. 



iSr. Seward to LordJLyomo. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WashingUmf January 5, 1864. 
My Lord: The ftequenor with which applications for exemption from lia- 
Inlities as citixens of toe United States are made by persons bom within ha 
Britannic Majes^'s dominions, who are belieyed to liaye relinquished by domi- 
cile or otherwise all right to their origmal nationality, makes it necessary that 
I should request you to instruct the British eonsuls in this country to continue 
to be especially careful in the examination of those who prefer claims before 
them upon this goyemment in the character of British subjects, and to state 
fblly the circumstances affecting their right to that character in the representa- 
tions they may submit to your tordshijp. It is apprehenddl, too, that as, accord- 
ing to the local law in most parts of the United States, a foreign consul has no 
ri^t to administer an oath whidi could legally affect any matters of person or 
proper^, if a man swears before such consul that he has neyer been natn- 
rafixed or has neyer yoted, and the reyerse were afterwards to be proyed, the 
perjurer could not be conyicted of that crime. It is conseaucntly quite probable 
Uiat not a few are led so to swear from beinff made aware or this fact Itisthere- 
liwe adyisabla that all affidaviu to be used in such cases should be made bo 
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fore a local magistrate. The consul maj grant or refiise the certificate ef 
nadonalitj according to the result That certificate, howcTer, cannot be re- 
garded as conclusive ; but while due weight will always be given to it, yet of 
necessity in every instance it will be liable to be rebutted by counter pr<Kil!. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 

servant. 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Right Hon. Lobd Lyons, ^^^e. 



Lord Lyant to Mr. SewarJL I 

* I 

WasHiNOTOif, Janmarf 6, 1.86i» ; 

Sir : In several previous communications, and particularly in a note which { 

I had the honor to address to you on the 30th* October last, I have stated the J 

veiy grave objections entertain^ by her Hajesty^s government to the system * 

of exacting bonds from merchants shipping goods from the United States to the | 

Bahamas islands. It is, therefore, unnecessary that I should attempt to expreaa f 
the regret with which I have learned that this system of exacting bonds has 

now been extended to shipments to other British colonial ports, anid especially | 

to shipments to Newfoundland. ^ 

I beg you to consider very seriously the extract from a despatch firom ber I 

Msyesty's consul at New York, which, with the accompanying papers, I do t 

myself the honor to enclose; and I ask your particular attention to the stat»> I 

ments it contains respecting the peculiarly onerous character of the bonds which ^ 

are exacted, and respecting die especial hardship of imposing restrictions of this • 

nature on the export of provisions to Newfoundland. t 

The matter appears to me to be very urgent, as well as very impcnrtant, and i 
I deem it therefore to be my duty earnestly to recommend it to the immediate 

consideration of the government of the United States. | 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your most obedient, hum^ I 

hie servant, { 

LT0N8, T 

Hon. William H. Sbwasd, ^^^e. { 



Mr.ArekibidduLcrdL^mm. 

[Extnct] I 

British Oonsulatb. 
New York, December 31, 1863. 
Mv Lord: The restrictions which have been unposed upon the shipments of | 

general merehandise from this port to those of tne Bahamas and JBermuda ! 

islands have been heretofore under Vour lordship's consideration. I have now to ! 

call your lordship's attention to the very injurious restrictions which are like- j 

wise being placea on shipments of flour and provisions to other British colonial i 

norts, esnecially to those of Newfoundland. Within the last two days I have < 

been called upon by the mercantile firms of Messrs. Robert Dinwiddle & Oo. 
and Messrs. M. E. Greene & Currie for advice and assistance in procuring the 
clearance at the custom-house of vessels destined for porto of Newfoundland* 
laden with flour and provisions ordered by, and to be consigned to, weU-knowa 
houses engaged in the fisheries of Netvlfoundland, and in the legitimate local 
trade of that colony. 
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In regtrd to one of the Tesseb, the lona, bdonging to the firm of Ponton ft 
Mieiint of Harbor Grace* Newfoundland, and laden with the following artidea* 
Tis: IfiSO barrela flour* 300 barrels pork, 100 k^ butter, and other proTifions, 
the ehip^ers were called upon to enter into aeenrities in double the amount of 
the iuToiee, not merely tAat the goods shall be landed ai Harbor Grace, but 
that no part of them shall directly or mdirectly be transshipped to a port in the 
inaurrectionaiy States, or be in any manner used for the aid and comfort of the 
insurgents. I gire this as the tenor of the obligation, from its recital to me by 
the gentlemen in question. 

The pe^diar and oppressive nature of this bond is the requiring one of the 
sureties to be possessed of real estate of double the value of the invoice. Mr. 
Chreene being fortunately able to swear that he owned real estate to the amount 
in question, the security of himself and his partner, with that of a third party, 
was accepted, and the clearance of the vessel was accordinriy granted. 

In resnrd to Messrs. R. Dinwiddie & Co., they had loaded the brig Araton, 
of and bdonebg to St. John, Newfoundland, with a similar cargo to that of 
the lona, and being called upon to enter into a bond simOar to that above men- 
tioned, they have folt naturally a great repu^^nance to comply with the proposal, 
not merely from the vague nature of the obligation, and tlie practical impossi- 
[ bility of ralfiUmg it, but the delicacy and difficulty of procuring a third party 

I possessed of the requisite qualification in real estate to join in the security. In 

; their emergency, and after unsuccessfid application by them to the custom- 

I house authorities to dispense with the security, I, at the request of Messrs. 

Dinwiddie & Co., wrote two notes to the collector, copies of which are herewith 
enclosed ; the second one bemg written in pursuance of queries by the collector 
I himself, and upon these vouchers, on mv part, the vessel has been cleared. 

< Knowing as I did the highly respectable cluuracter, not merely of the shippers, 

: but of the consignees, and parses interested in the shipments in question, who 

are eneaged exdusively in the legitimate trade and fisneries of Newfoundland, 
I felt Uii^althoughl ought not to be called upon to do so,I could safely vouch 
y for the integrity of their proceedings. 

>. But* inasmuch as Newfoundland is supplied in a great measure from the ports 

of the United States with flour and provisions, and as there will be numerous 
shipments of these articles from this port for that colony, it is obvious that the 
enrorcement of the restriction to which I have adverted will be very serious, 
if not in some instances prohibitory of the legitimate trade between the United 
States and Newfoundland. Messrs. M. £. Greene & Currie have now three 
vesseb here waiting for cargoes of provisions on account of Newfoundland 
houses, and Messrs. Dinwiddie & Co. have lone been established shipping agents 
in the same line. Messrs. Dinwiddie & Co. inform me that, to obtain the security 
of a person possessing an adequate amount of real estate, they are compeDed 
either to sohdt a favor verr reiuctantlv granted by a friend, but whicn can 
i hardly be solicited a secona time, or else pay for such security, as they have 

• heretofore done, a commisaion of 2} per cent on the amount of mvoice. 

t *• • • ' • • • • 

The va|;ue and almost impossible obligation into which shippers are required 
to enter, the peculiar qualification demanded in regard to the sureties, and the 
uncertainty as to the nature ot the proof reauisite for the cancelling of bonds, 
which may be hdd indefinitelv against Uie ooligors, create burdens serious and 
oppressive, if not almost prohibitory ot Uio legitimate trade with British colonial 
porta. 

i I have, ktn fco^ 

1 E. M. ABGHIBALD. 

Lord Ltoii s, Q. 0. B., fc ^ ^ 
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BsmsB OoNSOLA'n, 

New Yvrk, December 31, 186S. 



rrWfcdge of Ui« nataw rffli. trade oiried on at St Johu and odMr porta 
S^N^onXid. I aa confident tl«t the ahipmento now bemg ""Jj^J *. 

honS of R. Dfai^lddie «• •^,«»* «dn«^V «? *• ^SfffiftiSUS 
stimed in that island and in the fisheries earned on there. I Uiink it altogMMr 
S.iwrtfJnnj ««i fio-r «Kl prevision, will be trenasWpped 6^ Ne«^ 
foJSdknd toTe «>ith»i port, of thTunited States or to«.y intermed»tep«» 

^'ibeKto^dSTthatlhareheen ft* wme yeai. acquainted with Mr.MaUM 
V ir^rha. a laige bakery at St. John. N. P, for the '^t^.fji±>* 
has been making, and reoidree to make. re«lar shipmwits of flow &«» «• 
United States to llewfiwindUd- I e«i .ay with great confidence, that any iJ^ 
menu made fW>m hence by Mr. Vail wiU be nsed entirely for the puipoM. efkn 
bakery, or in a small tetul trade fiir eonsnmption in St John. 

f«n,de«rsir,yo«i.v«ytmly. E. M. ABCmBALD. 



Hon. the Gollbctoi, Sem IML 



Jhi amam i9ik9 i 



Beitisb Consulate, 

New Yin-k, December 3U 1865. 

Dear Si« : Rcfcrni]* to mjnote of to^j. I b^ leave to add Aat tbe peepk ef 
Newfoundland aie not» nor is aiq^ portion of them, interested intoe polilieal 
questions in the United States. They have no trade, direct or indirect. norMj 
commercial transactions with the insni;gent States of the Union, neither hav 
they any trade with Nassau or Bermnda. except that occasionally a vessel turn 
Bermuda may visit Newfoundland seekhig a m^U 

I«n.de.r.ir.y«nr..«.ytrnly. e. M. ARCHIBALD. 

Hon. die Gollbctoi, Nem XML 



Mr. Sewmrd to Lord LyoM. 



Depabtmbnt op Statb, \ 

WatkingUm^ Januarff 7, 1864. i 

Mr Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge die receipt of your krds^p'i I 

note of the 6th instant, which prefers complaints, presented by 1^^^^^^^" | 

consul at New York, in hehalf or certain persons engaged in trade between w^ | 

port and Newfoundland. The subject of the compliant is, that the eoOedor or { 

customs at New York has exacted new and onerous bonds from suchmerchantii ] 

as security; that flour and provinons exported by diem to Newfoundhmd shau j 
not ultimately be for the use <rf die insurgent enenues of die United States. The / j 
subject is entirdy new to me, and therefore I cannot undertake to decide upon 
these complaints without first calling upon the treasury for information a s to t he 
proceedings complained of, and. for the directions under which the co l l ector al 
New York has acted. This call will be prompdy 



^Jhjfa_i__M__MjjaAmihfi1i rtfl B « i nmff^^ - '- -^ — '- ■ -"-t- ■'-'•*'**■"- *'*''>*^ 
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In the mean &m I InqiiedMi ft may be attribnted (o an earnest demre* not to 
merease, but to lemove embanaasnients^ if I call to yoor lordship's recollection 
some matters that piobabty wiQ require to be considered in determining the 
leaaonabkneas of tnese complainta. A formidable piratical enterprise to make 
war noon the United States from the British provmces lying on the shores of 
the lakes and the St Lawrence was detected b^ her Miyesty's aathorides in 
these provinces, and was prevented from execution solely by reason of the in- 
formation these aothoritiesy acting in i^ meet humane manner, gave throueh your 
lordship to the government of ue United States. More recently a band df 
mates, who have taken shelter in her Mi^tv's Atlantic provinces, when arrived 
nom those provinces at New York*, went onboard a nacket disguised as inoffen- 
sive persons, and when the steamer had reached the nigh seas, rose in the night 
thnob assas^Mted the eii|;ineer. seized, maimed, and bound the captdn. earned 
the vessd into waters of New Brunswick, and received supplies of coal from 
aooomj^ices awaitii^ her arrival there, and then conveyed the steamer into the 
British waters of Nova Scotia. The steamer being taken with some of the pirates 
en board bv a Umted States ship-of-war in these waters, and placed with those 
pirates in the hands of the nrovindal authorities, these authorities, exerdsii^an 
unquestioned ri^t. decEnea to re-deliver, except upon formal requisition, either 
the vessel or the poates to the agents of the United States; and when these authori- 
ties, m understood good laith, issued warrants for the seizure and detention of 
A» pirates, th^ were saved or delivered from arrest by a mob composed of 
British subjects, residents of Nova Scotia. 

More lately still h has been discovered and made known to her Majesty's 
government, that, in vidatknr of military regulations, one thousand rifles were 
shipped from New Toik to Hali£uc which proceeding could have had no other 
object but either to arm British subjects for a border war aeainst the United 
States, or to ship diese arms from Haiifax through the blockade to the use of 
the insurgent enemies of the United States. 

More recently it has been discovered and promptly made known to her Ma- 
iesty's government, that throuj^ a correspondence carried on between an agent 
located in New York and an agent at Hali^Euc. pirates at tiiat latter place wer^ 
preparing, under the fisguise of passengers, to seize and take two other Ameri- 
can steamers, doubtless through « commission of the same crimes of piracy and 
^^ assassination which were prac^oed with so much immunity by their accomplices 

* inthecaseoftheOhesapeike. 

i Still later, penons who aDeged themselves to be British, and who. one if not 

4 mote, came <meringthem8dves as neiUral passengers on board American Steamers 

j at New York for passage to southern ports, were found to be canyine forbid- 

i den and treasonable mails to the insurgents. Simultaneously it was observed 

that arms and supjdies for the insurgents are constantly being fraudulently ship- 
ped at New York, by persons claiming Briti^ protection under the Britbh flag, 
and even under the fLt^ of the United States, for the use of the insurgents, and 
such persons.as wen as the carriers of the treasonable mails, are now in custody. 
\ I have made known to her Mdesty's government, in a courteous manner, and 

^ as I hope with the most piofouna respect, and the most entire confidence in its 

friendship towards the United Sutes. the President's opinion that these pro> 
eeedings all have thdr Intimate origin in that policy of ner Majest^s govern- 
ment which recogmzes the insurgents as a naval power, when in the opinion 
of this govenunent th^ have never had nor could have any daim to that title ; 
and that their proceedings woiking together with illicit and dandestine transac- 
tions carried on in the British waters, in violation of British laws, notwithstand- 
ing courteous remonstrances from this government, tend to involve her Miyesty*s 
provinces and the United States in a border war, which would be calamitous to 
{ DOtfa countries. Up<m these grounds her Miyesty's government have been so- 
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licited to consider if it ii not posdble fiw them to do Bometbing to arrcBt the pnetf- 
ccB. whicb in the manner I We mentioned have been brought to ihebr notiee. 

I beg leave now to assure vour lordship that the United States dedre peace 
and increased trade with her Maietty's American colonies, as well as with Great 
Britain, and tWs government will spare no means to secure this end; but thai 
it ought not to excite surprise if at the same time this government pra^cei tlia 
vigilance necessary to prevent mfbrmation, materials, ships, wid arms from being 
conveyed, whether by British or American dtizens, into and through the prov- 
inces to sustain and prolong an inexcusable domestic insurrection. 

I have the honor to be, with hi^ consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 

^*"^ WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyosis. 

Mr. Setaard to Lord Lyomo. 

Dbpartmbx T OP Statb, 

WaMngUm^ January 8, 1864. 

My Lord : This department has information that a vessel-of-war, of a friendlj 
power, recentlv took on board at New York for exportation a lar^ amount it 
treasure, which fact was not known to the authorities until some time after her 
departure. The proceeding was not contrary to any law of the United States, 
or perhaps, stricUy speaking, to any rule of comity reeulating the intercourse of 
friendly powers. Inasmuch, however, as it is desirable always to receive widi 
cordid hospitality such vessds-of-war of friendly powers as may visit the ports 
of the United Sutes, it is expected that they will not take advantage of thdr 
immunities to do anything which may tend to dbturb the usual course of tradsb 
or to impart uncertainty to those statistics upon that subject in which all com- 
mercial nations are interested. 

It is manifest that the act adverted to was of that character. It is conse* 
quently desirable that, hereafter, when any forein vessd-of-war shall leave, or 
shall propose to depart from, a port <ii the United States, her commands shall 
report, through tiie consul of the countiy to which the vessel belongs, to the col- 
lector of the jport, confidentially or otherwise, the amount of specie pronoeed to 
be exported exceeding that which may have been on board the vessd on her 
arrivaL 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

lEtight Hon. Lord Lyons, 9fc^ ifc^ 9fe. 

rSame sent to ministers of France, Russia, the Netherlands, Spain, Austria* 
and Prussia.] 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyono. 



Departmbnt op Statb. 

WatkingUm^ January 8, 1864. 
My Lord : Tour note of the 26th ultimo, relative to the imprisonment of the 
master and crew of the British steamer Banshee captured on a charge of violating 
the blockade, was received during my late absence from this city. The atten- 
tion of the government is seriously directed to that subject 
I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 

WIIUAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, fc fe., fc 



■fiTrat rr>j'. » t .- rm i'ti\im i ■>■ 
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Ifr. Seward to Lord Lyotu. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Waskingtont January 9» 1864. 

My Lord : The nndenigned, Secrctarj of State of the United States, hat the 
lK»or to present his respects to the Rigot Hon. Lord Ljons, accredited to this 

STemment as die minister plenipotendaiy of her Britannic Majesty, and to state 
at he has submitted to the President certain papers which were placed in the 
hands of the undersigned by his lordship on the 2d day of this months and 
which are described as follows : 

1. Memorial ni Snsan Henry. 

2. AffidavH of John E. Holt. 

3. Memorial <tf John E. Holt 

4. Affidarit of John E. Hoh. 

5. Provindal Secretaiy to Mayor of Halifax, 19th of December, 1863. 

6. Mayor ai Hslifiix to Provincial Secretary, 19th of December, 1863. 

7. Same to same, 22d December, 1863. 

8. City Marshal to Mayor of Halifax, 2l8t December, 1863. 

9. Police Constable Hutt to Ci^^ Marshal, Slst December, 1863. 

Hie undersigned is authorized, in the first place, to express to his lordship 
hit appreciation of the delicacy of the manner in which lus lordship hasthus» 
without formal complaint, brought to the notice of this government the fact that 
the commander and other officers of the United States steamer Ella and Annie, 
in their recent visit at Halifax, in pursuit of pirates who had captured the Amer- 
ican steamer Chesi4>e&ke, and taken refuge within British jurisdiction, directly 
Tiolated the sovereignty of her Majesty, by the assumption of power and author- 
ity in the name of the United States, as well on board the said steamer CHesa- 
peake as on board the British schooner Investigator, while within British waters, 
without having obtuned consent thereto of the authorities of her Majestv*s gov- 
eniment there or elsewhere. The undersigned observes that in some of these pa- 
pers it is represented that the acta of power and authority referred to were 
attended with circumstances of severity, rigor, and insult to British subjects. 
The undersigned, however, thinks that it sufficiently appears from the papers 
that the rigor and severity alleged were not mater than were necessary to se- 
core the persons of the pirates in pursuit of whom the officers comnlained of 
were engaged, and to d^ver them up to the British authorities of that place. 
He hopes Uiat this view of the case may be taken by her Majesty's government. 
The undersigned would observe, in the next place, that the Chesapeake and the 
prisoners were promptly delivered to those authorities, in compliance with the 
mstructions of this aepartment. The undersigned is further authorized to as- 
sure her Majesty's government, in the spirit dT a former communication made 
by the undersigned to his lordshio relating to the capture of the Chesapeake in 
Bntish waters, that the President oisapproves and regreta the act of force, power, 
and authority which was exercised by the officers of the Ella and Annie within 
British waters on the occasion mentioned, as a violation of the law of nations 
and of the friendly relations exifitins; between the two countries so greatly to the 
satisfaction of the United States and to the advantage of both nations. 

The President has reason to believe that the proceedings thus disapproved 
were taken bv the officers concerned under the influence of a patriotic and com- 
mendable zeal to bring to deserved punishment outlaws who had offended against 
the peace and dignity of both countries. The President, while he recognizee 
this drcumstanee as modifying the character of the transaction, and mitigating 
the censure to be bestowed upon it, neverdieless fredy concedes that it does not 
constitute a justification for the violation of the sovereignty of Great Britain 
whidi thoseofficers have committed. He has, therefore, duected that they shall 
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be oeosiired for thif Tkdatioa, and he will take nidi otber metnt as maT be ne* 
oetMurj to prereDt a recarrenee of the erieTaiiGet comolained o£ Fullj deter- 
mhied to make all the amends that are dne to Great Britain in the premiiea» 
the nndenigned will await the conndeiation of her Uiyee^'a govenunei^ npoa 
the caae at it has now been anboiitted. 

The uodenigoed availf himself of thia opportnnity to renew to Lord Ljonn 
the asinrance m hia high conaideratioii. 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABIX 

Bight Hon. LoRO Lyon8» ^c^ ^ ^c 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lffomt. 

Dbpartmbnt op 8tats» 

WaskingUmj JoMmary 11, 1864. 
My Lord : Referring to mj commnnieation of the 13th of November last; 
relatiTe to the capture of the British steamship Sir William Peel, near Matn- 
moras, by the United States gnnboat Seminole, I have the honor to enclose the 
copy 6[ a letter of the 26th ultimo, and of its accompaniments, addressed to this 
department by the Secretair of the Navy. From tnese papers it appears thai 
the legality of the capture is now under judicial investigation, and that all tba 
material facts in the case, as presented, are controverted and denied. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedSeat 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyoxs, 4(^ 4^ 4^ 



Mr.WtOuUMr.Smmrd. 

Navy Dbpartmbnt, 

Dtcemher 26, 1863. 
Sir : Referring to my letter of the 10th of November last, I have the honor 
to transmit herewith a communication, dated the Ist instant, from Commander 
Rolando, with enclosures, replying to charges made against bun and others of 
the Seminole, of improper conduct in coonexicm with the prise steamer Sir 
Wifliam PeeL '^ 

The return of the papers, after you shall have finished with them, is requested, 
y eiy respecttully, yours, 

GIDEON WELLES, 
„ ^^ _ Secretary of tMe Navw. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State. 



OmmmmdmrXoUmdotoMr. WeUm. 

United Statbs Stsambr Sbmijwolb, 

Of Sabine Pan. December 1, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your conmiuoicatio& rf 
November 10, in reference to a statement made by. the master, 1st officer, and 
2d steward of the Sir William Peel, in a protest made by them and communi- 
cated by Lord Lyons to the State Department 
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On Ae lltb of September I aeized tbe BritiBli steamer Sir William Peel, off 
the coast of Texas, where she had been landing a portion of her cargo, contra- 
band oi war, and was reoeiying confederate cotton from confederate agents at 
BrownsTille. 

The shin was taken possession of hj Acting Ensign Oeorge B. Stephenson, 
Master's Mate John Dennett, and Sergeant Mackie ci the marine gnard, with 
thirteen of his goard, and fifteen men from this ship— 4he seamen composing the 
boat's crew who were alongside of the PeeL 

As soon as I saw mj boats go alongside of the Peel, I went there myself, 
abont 11.30 a. m„ and on seardiing the Sir William Peel I found snmcient 
contraband of war to jnstifj the seianre. 

The master of the Feel, at that time, was not on board, but I instructed hk 
Ist officer to send for him. A short time after his boat was seen returning to 
the PeeL It was about 2 p. m. when he came on board. 

I then informed him (the master of the Peel) upon what grounds I had seized 
his ship and inquired for his papers. He stated they were at ^latamoras. I then 
told him to send for them, tnat he would have ample time to obtain them, which 
he said he would do, the distance to Matamoras being only a ride of six hours 
from the village of Bagdad, at the mouth of the Rio Grande; 

The crew of the Peel, forty-two in number, were then, with their chests and 
effects, sent to the Seminole m my boats, and on being put on board, aU itn^ 
crew of the Seminole was withdrawn from the Peel except thirteen marines, 
under charge of Sergeant Mackie, and eight or ten firemen^ who were sent 
to get the engines in readiness for use. At no time were there more than thir- 
teen marines and fifteen men from this ship on board the Peel, and when the 
men were withdrawn, ten firemen replaced tnem. At about five p. m. the trans- 
fer of the crew of the Sir William reel, with all their effects, to the Seminole, 
was completed. 

I left the Peel at about 5 30 p. m^ and returned to my own ship. 

I saw nothing in the conduct of the officers, marines, seamen, or firemen at 

an calculated to excite such an infamous charge as is made by the officers of 

the Peel in the protest reflecting on the officers and men of this ship. 

I On leaving the Sir William reel, I left the ship in charge of Acting Ensign 

Oeoree B. Stephenson, with Acting Ensign M. U. Karlowski and Acting Mas- 

\ tor's Mate John Dennett, to assist in keeping an eye on everything on board, 

i and that a regular watch mi^ht be kept on the vessel during the night 

i The senior eng^eer, Mr. Babcock, was also on board in charge of the firemen, 

making preparations for starting the ship next day. 
I About 6 o'clock the next morning (on the 12th of September) I returned to 

the Peel to see the profi;ress that had been made in getting her ready to sail, and 
found my men engaged shipping the propeller, which took some time. In all 
other respects the smp was ready. 

I found all the officers and crew of the Senunole, who were on board the Peel, 
perfectly themselves, and no sign of any such conduct as the protest represents. 
I saw and conversed with the officers in relation to the dudes of the night 
^ The conduct of John Maloney, one of the firemen, for drunkenness and inso- 

lence to his superior, on the Sir William Peel, and of Joseph Cooper, marine, 
also for drunkenness, was brought to my notice, and both men were sent on 
board the Seminole, and there confined in irons for their offences. 

About 7 a. m. the master of the Peel came on dedc and stated that during 
the night there had been drunkenness and disturbance on board the ship, occa- 
sioned by the officers and men who were in charge. I told him that there could 
have been but little drunkenness, as every precaution had been taken to pre- 
i rent it Sentinels had been placed wherever he had informed me there was 

liquor, and what drunkenness nad taken place among my men was the conse- 
quence of his steward's having given liquor to them during the night; but thati 
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wished him to pobt o«t to Die att J of the nien who biid been noisT or cr^^ 
tnrbftiice, or any officer who had not behaved himaeU* and that the offimoe ahonU 
be noticed. He said: ''Notthalheconldnotdoao; that he bad not left his owa 
room daring the night* and that It waa only the noise he had heard " 

The officers and firemen eonttnned all that day ^ISth September) until abonl 
5 p. m. at work oo board the PeeL The work being then completed, the waa 
started for New Orleans in charge of the prise officer. 

As regards that part of the protest relating to me nersonallyt I have only to 
pronounce it mallcionslT and unequivocally ulse, ana in the statements of offi- 
cers who were left in cham during the time I was not on the Peel, and while 
I was on board, yon will mul « continuous refutation of the malicious misstate* 
ment of the protest 

I hare thought it best that the officers who were in charge whOe I waa nol 

00 board the reel should each forward to von a statement, as it will place before 
the department the whole chain of events mm the time the ship was seised until 
she sailed for New Orleans. 

There was nothing more ihat came under my notice, and I attributed the 
report of the master of the Ped about the behavior of my officers and men, as 

1 do the protest, to the bad spirit o( a |>er8on detected in a wrong, wishing te 
embroil others that he may escape the punishment for his transgressions in strive 
ing to malign character. 

Very respectfuDy, your obedient servant, 

H. ROLANDO, 
Commander^ United Stata Navy. 
Hon. GiDBON Wbllbs, 

Secretary tf tie Kavy. Washington, D. C 



Smrgtom M*rtim U Cmmmmmdtr Jttlmub. 

United Statbs Stbameb Sbminolb, 

Sabine Pass, December 1, 1869. 
Sir: In answer to the charges of the captain of the prixe steamer Sir WiDiaiB 
Peel, I would state thai by his request I visited, professionaUy, his sick biodier« 
I remained on board the ship some three hours, and during that time I witnessed 
none of the intoxication he mentions, exc^t some slight cases among the boats' 
crews, and I was informed that Captain Thomham*s cabin steward had, in vie* 
lation of your orders, given the men rum. Before I left I saw him sent on deck 
by Ur. Stephenson, he having been caught in the act of again givins^ liquor to 
our men. His persistence in doing so appears like a design to afTordsome base 
for Captain Thomham's misstatement. 

I am, sir, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES MARTIN, 
^ , Surgeon UnUed States Navy. 

Commander Hbnry Rolando, 

Commanding U. S. Steamer Seminole. 



AssistmtU Ewgimur B«kodk Ss Mr. WsOss. 

United States Steamer Sbminolb, 

Of Sabine Pass, November 30, 1863. 
Sir: On the 11th of September last I was ordered by Commander Hemy 
Rolando to go on board the steamer Sir William Ped, taking with me lUm 
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Asrislanl Ennneer H. IL Qoigg aod three firemen. Shortly after mj arrival 
on board the^ad, Ounmander Rolando came on board and remained nutil about 
five o'clock pw m^ when he returned to the Seminole. During the Ume Com* 
mand^ Boumdo vas on board the Peel I saw him fireqnenU j, and received orders 
firom him, both whOe on board the Peel and after his return to the Seminole, the 
same day, and I do not Hesitate to pronounce the accusa t idn of his being intox- 
Seated as bdng ntteriv void of truth. 

1 ndther saw nor heard of any goods of any kind bdng taken on board the 
Seminole from the Ped» except that taken by the oflScers and crew of the Ped. 

The steward (as I took him to be) did offer me liquor, and others in my presence. 

My duly calling me about the engines during the night» I can only say that 
the engineers and firemen were aU sober and attentive to duty, they coming under 
my immediate Bodoe. 

I had at no drae more than nine or ten firemen on board the Ped, and neither 
stores nor anything bdonc^ing to the Ped was touched or taken by any men of 
the Seminde to my knowfodge. 

Ycry respectfully, your obedient servant* 

CLAUDE BABGOCK, 
Acting First Assistant Engineer, im charge. 

Hon. 6lDBO!l WSLLBS, 

Secretary ^ the Navy, Washingtam. 



Aaing Ensign SUpkeussn l# Csmmmnisr JUlmn^ 

Unitbd States STBAMsa Sbminolb, 

Sahine Pass^ December 1, 1863. 

Sim: By yonroider of the 11th of September I proceeded on board the Sir 

William Fed in diaige of the first and second cutters ; the first cutter manned 

by a crew of tklrteen men and nine marines; the second cutter* with her crew 

or dx men and four marines, making in all thirty-two men besides the officers. 

After taking possession of the ship, according to your strict orders, I posted 

itentries over hatchwavs and steward's pantry, which adjoined the spirit-room, 

j with striei orders to we orderly sergeant to allow no dieorderly conduct on the 

Kof the men. At 11.40 a. m. you came on board. I reported to you what 
A d(me. We then proceeded to examine the ship. After making as thorough 
I an examination as we possibly could, you considered yourself justified in making 

I the capture, and gave me orders to have the crew transferred to the Seminole. 

I I immediatdy gave orders to the crew to have their effects packed up and be 

1 ready to leave the skip at 1 o'clock p. m. At 1 p. m. Acting Eusisn F. Kemp- 

{ ton came akugside with the launch, and transferred the crew. We then pro* 

j oeeded to heave in the chain, there being out about eighty or ninety fathoms 

! on the port andior. We hove in to fiftieen fathoms. At 5.30 you gave me 

I further orders in regard to getting the ship ready for sea, and strictly charged 

, me to have a diarp eye on uie men, and prevent them if possiblel from getting 

any fi<{nor. * 

About 6 p. m. Tou retured to the Seminole, and left me in charge of the Ped. 
The ship was making water very fast, and our men were almost constantly at 
the pumps. Mr. Babcock and mysdf came on board the Seminole about 7.30 
p. DL, to see if the engineer of the Peel would go on board and give us some in- 
Jbrmation in regard to the engines. He refused. We then returned to the Peel, 
and Ur. Babcock, after a great ded of perseverance, succeeded in finding the 
pfincipd cause of the leak, and stopped it. We then went to work to ship the 
propeller, and about midnight succetded in getting it in tolerable good miming 
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NotiritIiiteiiJB«g aQ the preeavtioii wUdi wm «m1 to prareat die mea frMi 
g«Uii)c liquor, Uiere was out or two cmaet of dnrnkenneM. TIm atewari of 
the Bhip Boemed determiaed, mt 00111a lato or other* that Umj should hava H. 
I caagbt him myself ia the aet of paiODff it throng the paaliy iriadow. I 
•melled ship's nua TeiT stroag^ aad I think there most liaTe beea eoamdersUa 
passed through that window, which eoold haTO beea easQj dooe by drattiBg 
the pantiy door, which woald prsTont the seDtiael from seeing. Whea I becama 
aware of it, I poi»ted a sentiy on the other side of the door, on the berth de^ 
and near Uie pantiy window; and I know that the firemen of the ship had 
liquor in their mces-room, and that some of onr men were in there drinking wi& 
them, nntil I pat a stop to It. 

I thought that eveiythii^ was eondncted with great propiie^ , and great al- 
tention paid both to personal feelings and property* 

With regard to yonrsdC sir, I can testify, on oath, diat yoa wcie not intozi* 
cated, and I think that Toa are entided to mat maise la the prompt manner 
in which yon despatched yoor buBiness and got tne ship ready for aea. 

I farther state, sir, that a short Ume after I went on Doard the Ped I asked 
tbo steward for a glass of water. He said that it was not good wiAoat brandr* 
and immediately jprodaced a bottle; and again, some time in the eoorse of the 
day, feeling a little hangry, I asked him if he eoald giTe me some bread and 
diecse, which he did, and also broaght a bottle of ale of his own accord; and 
from all the drcomstances attending the captore, I infer that it was the intea* 
tion of the captain of the Peel to ply bodi officers and men with Bqaor; bat I 
am happy to say, sir, his designs were frostrated, for, with one or two exeeptiona» 
and as 1 nave stated before, both officers and crew were aober, and ased eveij 
exertion to get the ship ready lor sea as soon as possible. 

Toar obedient serrant^ 

GEO. B. STEPHENSON, 
Acting EntigHt United Simi€9 Naw^. 

Commander Hbnst Bolando, 

C omma m di ng 17. & Steamer SenUneUt Sahkte Past. 



Aaimg En$ign KtuUwM U Mr. IFcBtt. 

United States Stbambi Sbmi?colb, 

Sabine Paee, Kovemlo' 30, 186S. 

Sir: Obedient to yoor orders, I rcspectfolly sabmit my statement In r^aid 
to the captaie of the English steamer Sir WiUiam Ped* 

The charge made against Commander Rolando personally I regard as entlrdy 
malicioos and nufoanded, having been in most constant conversatioB with him 
in regard of the ship, dec* 

Aboat thirty men, marines, were on board the Ped 60m the Seminole— 
constantly at work to get the ship ready for sea. A few cases of dninkennesa 
appeared, with means that were sapplied by the ship's steward. Prompt paa> 
islunent followed, by order of the commander. Ship s provisions, clothing, &e. 
have not, to my knowledge, been transferred to this ship, farther as It was im- 
possible for auy men to do so; the boats were always in charge of an dfiesr. 
I remain, respectfally, year obedient servant, 

M. H. KARLOWSKi; 
Acting Ensign^ United Stmtee Kmvf. 
Hon. OiDBON WsLLaa, 

Secretary 9/ the United Statee Navy. WatlkingtmL 
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^ JUUmg M. M. Ihmmmu Cmmmmmdtr MmH. 

UkITBD StATBS StBAMBI SBMIlfOLS, 

Sabine Pa99, December h 1863. 

Sim: I liave to state, lelatiYe to the capture of die Sir William Peel, that the 
chams made bj the captain of that steamer against the officers and crew of 
the Deminole* with breakmg open his store-room, with stealing and nsiug tio> 
lence to persons and nropertj, and cren going so £ir as to charge Captun 
BoIandoTumsdf with Deing in a state of intoxication, are fidse. 

I saw Captain Rolando when he came on board the Sir William Fed. I re> 
ceived orders firom him while there, and saw him when he left the ship (abont 
5pw m.) and consider the charge of his being intoxicated at the time an 
immiti^Lted falsehood, without an j foondadon whaterer. The number of men 
is also greaUj exaggerated, there not being more than thirtj men, besides the 
firemen, on board at any one time, and a more ordeHr set of men I never saw. 
I saw Imt two men whom I thought were intoxicated. Thej were immediately 
emfined and soit on board the Seminole early the next morning. 

I was in the store-room during the time i was on board but twice. I saw 
the steward there, who gave me a glass of water. I was not there when it was 
opened; cannot say who opened it. 

Among the crew of the Sir William Peel I noticed several whom I thought 
were intoxicated; the two engineers I considered most deddedlj drunk, and 
one fireman was in such a beastlj state of intoxication it was not considered 
safe to remove him. For my own part, I have nev^ as yet, in my whole life, 
drank a glass of intoxicating liquor, consequently I cousi^ myself entirely 
free of the above charge. 

If any violence was used to either persons or property, I know nothing of it 
I being the youngest officer on board, my duties were mosdy confined to the 
ficNrwaxd part of ue ship^ and of course I know very littie of what took plaoe 
in the after part 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN DENNETT, 
Acting Master*9 Mate, United States Kavjf* 

Commander Hbnrt Bolando, 

Commanding U. & Steamer Seminole, Sabine Pan. 



Unitbo States Steambr Sbminolb, 

Of Sabine Paee, November 30, 1869. 

SiB : In obedience to an order from ^ou, I make the following report of the 
conduct of the officers and crew of the Lnited States steamer Seminole while on 
board the prise steamer Sir William Peel, during September 11 and 12, 1863, off 
the Bio Grande. 

Abont noon, on the 11th of September, I was sent on board the Sir William 
Peel in command of the marine guard of the Seminole, thirteen in number. As 
soon as I arrived on board tiie Sir William Peel the mard was stationed at 
and on all the important parts of the ship, and strict orders given by myself to 
the sentinels, as weQ as by the officer, Mr. Stophenson» ensign, then in charge 
of the Seminole's crew, numbering in all about thirty men, including the marines, 
diat aU liquor be strictly and carefully guarded* and that not a single article 
of any luml be allowed to be touched by any one whatsoever. 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPOXDENCI. 481 

Shortly after 1 p. m. Commander Rolando came on board aad inqiiired for 
tbe master of the Sir VVUliam Ped. but as he was not on board, the £mt officer 
was sent for, and he and Commander Rokndo went down into the saloon, and 
going to the after part of it sat down to await the master's arriTal. which waa 
expected momentarily. 

While thev were Uxom wudng the arrival of tbe master, I and the two aenti- 
ncls stationed over the steward's pantiy and stores were visited by the steward 
of the Sir William Ped, and bringing two large decanters of Fioich brandy, 
asked ns to take a drink, and at tbe same time brongbt us into the pantry, set- 
ting before ns several Idnds of refrcsbmcnU. and before leaving piodooed a botde 
of cognac brandy, pouring out a large quantity into glasses for ns ; bat I threw 
the portion set oUt for mvself upon tbe deck, and forbade the men to take any. 
It was. in my opinion, the intention of tbe steward to make me and my mea 
drank, if he oonld do so. 

Corommdcr Bolando sent for me about this tim^ and gave mi fotitive and 
ttrict orders concerning the ttnoarJCt paiUry, especially the liqnon eontuned 
in It; these orders I communicated at once to the guard. 

The master of tbe Peel came on board about 2 p. m. and went down into the 
saloon, takuag a seat in the after part of it ; remuned there in dose conversatkm 
with bim (Commander Bolando) for some time. 

Commander Itolando came forward as soon as the conversation was ended 
and gave orders to Mr. Stephenson to take charge of the ship, and to send her 
crew on baird the Seminole. Commander Rolando also directed Mr. Babcoek, 
JJl«^S>"«" Semincle, to go down and take charge of tbe engines and 

In tbe execution of these orders they were quieUy but firmly carried into 
effect; no violence of any kind was ujod. but every facility was afforded the 
crew of the Sir William Peel, by the officers and men of ihe Seminole: and 
indeed, so far from using violence, they, tbe Seminole's crew, laid aside their 
arms and assisted as if they were shipmatea. and upon their arrival on board the 
Seminole the men shared their provisions with them; and so little restraint was 
placed upon them, they might almost be said to have the ship to themsdvek 
v» 1 .u c "? 7 '"«P««''n8 every part of the ship, and seeing all her men on 
t^fnntf ^Tifr* Conimander Rolando left the ship, about « p. iSTdS 
S.3t'Z vfl'"" 'T\"S ^^ ^^ fo^ •"« and gave me very st?ictorder. in 
ITolfiJ^nt ^'^~ **^ the guard, and espcciall/about the /tore-room,, and I 
ZJI" n !*• 1i "® '^^^'Tiofficcr and man on biard at that time, that Oom- 

wr.T?^*J?'^'"*'''^*.'y°« "^"^ conducted as quietly Ld genUy a. posri- 
ble, nor were there any evidences of intoxication on the Jart of the Ln eiSnt 
in two cases, and that was from the cflTects of liquor riven to tbS? wX 

"£vZxl^''^\V^T P^^J r^ '"^^^ I h^d toflonsLte^J^lS 
several times about it, and once had to relieve a scntind off duty to nrevwit hS 
bocoming mtoxicated. If I had not used .authority to prevent Se.tSfroS 

^m^mtoxicated, as it was freely offered and given to any one that pl«Sed 

S,.2l «T!'*!*i'!r°?,**?*' "T **° ^^^ ™«»' induding marines, from the 
Sem nolo on board the Peel ; and when the crew of the Pwl W8«it to tSe 

SS^n 'anTtL^fil^r^ "^ "«'* ^'*" '"* •» "^ ^^^^ ^^ «' 
of rirS.ST'"" »tite that nothing of any kind was taken or toudied by uiy 

«»i n£s;'k?Si"ed<;i" ^'""^•^ '"'~«'"» *» ^^ ^^ ^'"^ ^^^^ 

31 c» 



A 
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The above is a dear, fbO, and oondse statement of all tbat transpired whik 
I was on board tbe Sir William Peel, in command of the marine guard. 
Ihave the bonor to be, sir, yoois, Terr respectfallr, 

JOHN MACKIE, 
Orderly Sergeant Vmted Staiet Marime Corpe^ 
Commanding Marine Guard, United States Steamer Seminole, 

Hbnet Rolando, Esq^ 

Commander United States Steamer Seminole. 



ILr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Depabtmbnt of Statb, 

Washington^ January 12, 1864. 
My Loan : I have the bonor to communicate a copy of a tdemm this day 
recdved from the United States consul general at Montreal, rehtive to a sup- 
posed eatbering of insurgents at Windsor, Canada. This information is im- 
parted m order that jou maj take into consideration the expediency of making 
the same known to her Majes^'s authorities in Canada. 

I have the honor to be, your lordship's obedient seryant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Loan Lyons, ifc, 4^ 9ge. 



Mr. Giddimgs l# Mr. Saemrd. 
[TekgraBLl 
UmTBD StaTBS MiLITAUY TBLBOaAPH, 

War Department. 
[Receiyed in cipber, January 12.] 

Montreal^ January 12, via Kew York^ January 12, 1S64. 

lieutenant Braine, Colond Talbot, and other confederates are here on their 
Tray to Windsor. There seems to be a concentration there for some purpose, 
i J. R. GIDDINGS, 

; United States Consul 

i Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewabd, 

i Secretary qfStaU. 



ilr. Setoard to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Washington^ January 13, 1S64. 

My Lord: Referring to my note of the 20th ultimo, relatiye to tbe extradi- 
tion of John C. Braine, H. A. Parr, John Parker Locke, alias Vernon G. 
Lock, Dayid Collins, Gonge Robinson, John Wade, and others, fugitives from 
tbe justice of tbe United States, then supposed to have taken rdiige in the 
British proyince of New Brunswick, or of ^oya Scotia, I now haye the honor 
to inform you that it is possible that tbe furiUyes above named, especially John 
0. Braine, may have taken refuge in Oami^ I will consequently thank yon 
to take the necessary measures for their delivery up bj^ tbe Oanaaiaa authori- 
ties in pursuance of the 10th ardde of tbe treaty of WasbinctoiL 

I haye the bonor to be, with high conuderation, your lordship's obedient ser 
yandy 

WHUAU n. SEWABD. 

lU^ non. Lord LyonSi ^^k^^ 
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Mr. Seward to Lori £ jfWM. 

Defartmbnt of 8tatr» 

Wa»kifi^4m, JawMry 13, 1864. 
My Lord : Witb reference to jonr eommTinieatioxi of the 22d ultimo, rekt^ 
tive to the case of the British baric Julia, and to my reply, I have the honor 
to enclose herewith the copy of a letter of the lltn instant, and addressed to 
thitt department bj the Secretary of the Treasorj. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, fy:^ifc^^ 



Mr, ddMfo JKr. SemmHL 

Treasury Dbpartmbnt, Jtmuary JLl, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to return herewith the despatch of Lord Lyons* of 

the 22d ultimo, and accompanying papers, relative to the voyage cX the British p 

bark Julia from Amoy. |j 

The charter-party is express in its provisions ihat the "charteiers (are) to »' 

have the option of sending the vessel to Montreal, New York, Charleston, or !| 

New Orleans, but to one port only, and to either of the southern ports only, iT t 

the blockade is raised and the port open for commerce,'' of which Uie masteit I 

would be advised on reaching St. Thomas. I 

Relying on the integrity of the papers submitted, I am satisfied that the voyage S! 

to be made is perfectly legitimate, and that the insertion of the name of Charlet- !! 

ton in a charter-party made in China, with the provision above cited, is na cause ' 

for seizure on the arrival of this bark into the port of New York, and have so. *' 

advised the collector of customs of that port. \\ 

With great respect, \ 

8. P. CHASE, 1 
Hon. W.LUAMH. Seward, Secretary of Ou JSrean^.. • j 
Secretary of State. 



Lord Lyon* to Mr. Seward. 

Washinotoji, Ja»«ttry 13, 1864. 
The undersigned, ha Britannie Majesty's envoy extraordinary and minister- 
Plempotentuinr u, the United States of America. ^ the hono?to "kn^SK 

iZ^'J^?^'^^^'^'''' ''Cr** ^'^'^ States, has addressed to hinTwS. 

stS-i rtetferliS^tj^:;o"^lir'"°"'"** ' ""^ ^' *• ««=«*«^ •'■■ 

ridmtiSf ** ^^**"^ "' ^^ ^ '^p* ^"^ "»"«^ <»'^ '^y '»«'' ««- 

Hon.WiLUA»iaS8WABD.4e,^4«. LYONS. 
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Lord Lffont to Mr. Seward. 

Washlxgton, January 13, 1864. 
Sib : I liad yesterday afternoon the honor to receive yonr note of the same 
day communicating to me intelligence which you had rcceiyed from the United 
States consul general at Montreal, respecting a gathering of enemies of the 
United States at Windsor, in Canada, x immediaiely transmitted the intelli- 
gence to the »>vemor eeneral at that province. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant. 

LYONS. 

Hon. WlLUAM H. SsWAtD, ffC^ ifC 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, January 13, 1864. 

Sia : Her Mi^ty's government have been informed that the British brigs 
Yolante, of Jersey, and Dashing Wave, of Liverpool, have been captured b^ 
United States cruisers at Mataoioras; and her Majesty's government have di- 
rected me to inquire of you on what grounds these vessels, which are stated to 
have been cngi^ed in a legitimate tn^e between the United Kingdom and the 
Mexican port or Matamoras have been thus captured. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humUe servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, Pfc^ifc^lfc. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Washington^ January lA^ 1864. 
I My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 

yesterday, in which, under the iostmctions of your government, you ask to be 
informed of the grounds upon which the Britbh brigs Volante, of Jersey, and 
Dashing Wave, of Liverpool, have been captured by United States cruisers at 
Matamoras, and to state that I have made application to the Secretary of the 
Navy for the desired intelligence. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
lervanty 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 
m^^t Hon. Lord Lyons, ffc^ Ife^ft^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmbnt ot Stats, 

Waskington, January 15, 1864. 
My Lord : Referring io your eommunication of the 17tb ultimo relative to 
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Mr. Seward to Lard Lyau. 

Dbfartmbnt op 8tatr» 

Waikii^t4nh January 13, 1864. 
My Lord : Witb reference to jour eommTiiiicatioxi of the 22d ultimo, rekt^ 
tive to the case of the British bark Julia, oiid to my reply, I have the honor 
to enclose herewith the copy of a letter of the 11th instant, and addressed to 
thitf department bj the Secretary of the Treasury. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship*s obedient 
senrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ife^^ige. 



Mr, CkaHto Mr, Sewvd, 



Treasury Dbpartmbxt, Jumuary JLl, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to return herewith the despatch of Lord Lyons* of 
the 22d ultimo, and accompanying papers, relative to the voyage of the British 
bark Julia from Amoy. 

The charter-party is express in its provisions ihat the " charterers (are) to 
have the option of sending the vessel to Montreal, New Tork, Charleston, or 
New Orleans, but to one port only, and to eidier of die southern ports only, IT 
the blockade is raised and the port open for commerce,'' of which the mastec 
would be advised on reaching St. Thomas. 

Relying on the integrity of the papers submitted, I am satisfied that the voyage 
to be made is perfectly legitimate, and that the insertion of the name of Charlet- 
ton in a charter-party made in China, with the provbion above cited, is no cause 
for seizure on the arrival of this bark into the port of New York, and have so. 
advised the collector of customs of that port. 
With great respect, 

8. P. CHASE, 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of Stait. 



Lord Lyone to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, Jamwry 13, 1864. 
The undersigned, h^ Britannic Majesty's envoy extraordinary and minister^ 
plempotentiarv tp the United States of America. iL the honorto acknowledge 
the receipt of the note dated the 9th instant, which the honorable WiUiam H. 

^'^S 'tn®^'^!,?'^'. ^Cr'^^ Y"^'^ States, has addressed to him. with. 
^nf J^ *if proceedmgs m Nova Scotia of the United States navalofficen 
engaged m the pursuit of the steamer Chesapeake. 

q^f ^^ ondersiped has hastened to communicate a copy of the Secrctaiy of.* 
State's note to her Majesty's government «h:w^w«7 ui 

eidStiSf *"" ^"^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ »«^Pt the assurance of Jiis veiy high eoo^ 
Hon. William tt Sbward, ^c. ^ ^c LYONS. 



■^•^■•Sfi^PPWB 



ft 
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Lcri Lyont l# lb'. SewarJL 

Washington, Januarjf 13* 1864. 

Sib : I liad yeeterdaj afterooon the honor to receive jonr note of the same 
day eonmmnicating to me intelligence which you had received fitMn the United 
States consul gei^ral at Montreal, respecting a gathering of enemies of the 
United States at \^deor, in Canada. I immedialdy transmitted the intelli- 
gence to the »>yemor general at that province. 

I have the honor to oe, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr most obedient, 
hnmUe servant. 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, ifc^ Sfc 



Lord Lyons to Mr, Seward. 

t Wa8HI.\oton, January 13, 1864. 

Sia : Her Majestjr's government have been informed that the British brigs 
Volante, of Jersey, and Dashing Wave, of LiveriH>ol, have been captured b^ 
United States cruisers at Matamoras ; and her Majesty's government have di- 
rected me to inquire of you on what grounds these vessels, which are stated to 
have been engaged in a legitimate tn^e between the United ELingdom and the 
Mexican port of Matamoras have been thus captured. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humUe servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, tfCf tfc^^c 



Mr. Sacard to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmbnt op State, 

WasAingU»h January 14, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
yesterday, in which, under the instructions of your government^ you ask to be 
informed of the grounds upon which the British brigs Volante, of Jersey, and 
i Dashing Wave, of Liverpool, have been captured by United States cruisers at 

) Matamoras, and to state that I have made application to the Secretary of the 

Navy for the desired intelligence. 
I I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 

\ servant, 

I WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

t , IU|^t Hon. Lord Lyons, ^Cf ^e^ ^e. 



JUr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department op State, 

Washington, January 15, 1864. 
My Lord : Referring to your eommunicatioii of the 17tb ultimo relative to 
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die case of Patrick HamOton — a prisoner ia Fort Warrea — and to mj reply, 
I hare the honor to encloso herewith the copj of a letter of the 7th instanl, 
addressed to thb department bj the Secretair of the NaTj. 
I have the honor to be* with high eontKbratka* yonr lordsUp'a obedient 



WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. LoBO Lyons, ^ ^^ ^ 



JUr. ITdUM U Mr. 8mm4. 

Navy Dbpaktmbnt, Jamuary 7, 1864. 
8ia : I have the honor to acknowledge the reoeij^ of yonr letter of the 22d 
nltimo, enclosing a copy of a letter urom Lord Ljons, with copies of the 
accompaniments, relative to the case of Patrick HamiltOB, a prisoner in Fort 
Warren, who claims to be a British snbject. 

Patrick HamOton was captured while violaUng the blockade, and was detained 

because he was represented to be a pilot and a dangerous man— one who had 

been constantly engaged in violating the laws and regulations of this govern* 

ment. . j 

I am, vexT respectfull v, &c ; 

GIDEON WELLES, \ 

Stcre'.arjf of the Navf. j 



Lord LyoMM to Mr. Sew m ri . 

Washington, January 15, 1864. 

Sia : I have the honor to transmit to yon copes of a despatch and its en- 
closures which I have this day received from the eovemor general of Canada, 
relative to the detention of live stock by the United States customs authorities 
at Niagara suspension bridge. I beg you to be so good as to recommend these 
papers to the mimcdiate attention of the proper an^orities, and I should be ex- 
tremely obliged to you to let me have an answer at your earliest convenience. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmUe servant, 

^ LYONS. 

Hon. WILLIAM H. SbWARD, ifCn 4v^ ^ 



Vttammi M4m€k U Lm4 Lymm. 
% 

GOTBRNMBNT HOUSS, 

Quebec^ January 9, 1864. 

Mr Lord: I have the honor to transmit herewith to your excellency an 
approved minute of the executive council of this province, together with a 
report of the chief officer of the customs department on which that minute is 
founded. 

I shall feel obliged if your excellency will bring these documents before the 
notice of the Secretajy of State of the United States, in order that, if the con- 
strnction put by the United States customs officers at the suspension bridge, 
Niagara, on the orders issued by the Treasury and War Department is erroneous, 
instructions may be given acccurdingly. 
I have, fte^ 

UONOK. 
Lord Lyons. 



i 
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J lyrC ^ m CMumf <m rf ik^ lam^rmiU dU ercoiHre cetmctl. m f rmwtd if ki$ cscdlf Kcy fAt 
^McriMr fCMral M tAc8c& JoMMry^ 1664. 

Od a representation made hj HeMrs. Nash and Davies, of HamSton, G. W., 
fltadng that a lai^ nnmber of live bogs imported bj them from American 
markets have been stooped bj the American cnstoma authorities at the Niagara 
suspension bridge* nnder certain aU»^ orders from the War and Treasniy 
Departments at Washington, which they interpret as prohibiting the exporta* 
tioQ.of live h<^^ and requesting the assistance of the government to obtain 
relief in the premises, the honorable the minister of finance recommends that a 
eop7 of a report on the above case made b j the commissioner of customs be 
transmitted bj your excellency to her Majesty's minister at Washington, with 
the view of having its subject-matter brought under the notice of the American 
go ver I iment. 

The finance minister states he is persuaded there must have been some mis- 
apprehenmon of the scope of the orders issued by the War and Ti^sisury 
Departments at Washington, on the part of the customhouse official on the 
l^^ara frontier, as they have not been construed as prohibiting the exportation- 
of hve hogs to Canada at any other point. 

The conmiittee advise that the above recommendation be approved and acted 

Certified. 

WILLIAM n, LEE. 
CammiUce Executive Council. 



Jtesoft upem tie case rf Messrs, Nmsk and Dovicff, qf HttmUUm^ C. W,^ rdativ to uttaim 
Uv sioek deiaimed If tAc Unittd Slofet caftMW mui k orii i e B of (Ae suspension bridge. 

Finance Depabtmbnt Customs, 

Quebec, January 5, 1864. 

Messrs. Nash and Davies are, it app^tfs, large dealers and contractors in the 
pork-packing business at Ilamilton, C. W ., and having lately made, as such, large 
purchases of live hogs in American roaikcts, had directed that the hogs shodd 
be forwarded to them in Canada, via Niagara suspension bridge. 

They now represent that on the 2l8t of December last, die hogs in question 
were detained in transit by the American customs authorities, at the suspension 
bridge, under certain orders issued by the War and Treasury Departments of 
the United States, prohibiting tiie exportilion of arms, ammunition, and munitions 
of war. the first of which orders having date November 21, 1862, appears from 
the copy transmitted to have issued under the direct authority of the President ; 
the other two bearing, respectively, date the 13th and 19th of May last, having 
issued the one from the War and the other from the Treasury Department <» 
the United States. 

Messrs. Nash and Davies do not appear to have been aware of die existence of 
such a prohibition, or at least of its extending to live stock, it being well known 
that down to the time of the detention of their hogs at the bridge, importations 
of all sorts of live stock, horses, homed catde, sheep, swine, &c had been made 
mto Canada from the United States throughout the year, and long therefore 
afler the date of the prohibitory orders refen^ to. 

By the official returns to this department, it would appear that during the first 
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tbieeqnartiTt of 1863 the importationtof Ihre fttockfromtlM United States into 
this moTince were at foDowa i 

'^. Homt. Honed CatUa. 8W«p. FIgt. 

Th^qnuiet 445 1.521 900 1,768 

S^^nd quarter 451 2,0»3 441 5.299 

Thirdquaiter • 4^ 1*^>03 1.414 3.300 

1.319 5,508 2,755 10,367 



Tile returns for the last quarter of lS63bave not all come in. but the statements 
received fxt>m eight only or the Canadian porU £how the following importatiooa : 

Horses «7 

Homed caitle 664 

8heep 2.707 

Pigs 7,517 

Uessrs. Nash and Davies were therefore taken by surprise when informed that 
211 live hogs, which thej had purchased in American markets, were stopped at 
die suspension bridge under the prohibitory orders referred to, and thus now 
appeal to this department to ascertain, it is nresumed, how far through its instni- 
mentalitv any measures of relief could be obtained, to meet the consequences of 
their inability, under such circumstances, to fulfil the contract they have entaned 
into of the right of die government of the United States, as of all other ti^flmial 
governments, to prohibit the exportation of any article, or class of articles, which 
it may be their policv to retain at home for war and other purposes, there eaD* 
it is believed, be no doubt 

The prohibitory orders in question do not appear to transcend that rig^ht. and 
the undersigned can therefore see no means by which their consequences can be 
avoided in Canada ; nor can diis non-exportation order be vicw^- as supposed 
by Messrs. Nash and Davies, in the light of an interference widi the reciprocity 
treaty, such order having no bearing upon our exports to the United Sutes under 
that treaty. Under these circumstances, die case of Messrs. Nash and Davies 
appears to be without any direct remedy, except by special representation of the 
government at Washington, founded upon die fact, which it so abundandv 
established by official returns, diat long after the promulgation of die orders in 
quesuon m die United States, and before dieir exiStenee or scope werogenendly 
^^^«l ri^ IT ?A S^""^*' importaUons of live stock continued to be made 
as usuid from die United States into Canada, justifying die impression dint die 
^^^TnJt^ T ^^'^^d by die customs audiHs of the United StaS 
as extending to the exportation of live stock. 

iw. b^''n^^?t**nS^ it isn>elieved that the case of Messrs. Nash and Davies might 
ISbSd foTfe^^^^^ ^? "^"^^^^^ Department in WashingtorSd 

^SS 8u^ 5 "^ '^^ «^^ ti'"^ ^« midersignll would 

of such oJder can be oSi^^i?'^* govermnent, so soon as die scope 
BespectfuUy submitted. ' '"''''^'***^^ 

E. 8. M. BOUCHETTB. 
Hon. L. n. HoTTBN Commiuianar qf CuUonM. 

Finance Mimster. 



c 
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' Lord Lyotu Mr, SewmrJL 

TTasbingtox, Jammtay 16, IS6 
My D£Aa Sir : I send yon herewith the paptn relatiTe to the affair of 
Cbeaapeake* which I showed joa this momiD^. I ha\*e added a copy of i 
ter from the major of Halifax to the proTindal eccretaiy. 

The papers enclosed comprise, th^fore, an extract frooi a despatch \ 
€reiieral jDoyle, administrator of the govenmieBt of Xova Scotia, to me, d 
6th instant, a eopj of a tel^ram firom Geoeial Dojic to me, dated 14th lus 
and a copy of a letter from the mayor of Halifax to the provincial sccrei 
doted 30th December last. 

Bdieve me to be, my dear ar, yonr Tery fiuthfal hmnbk scrrant, 

LYOS 
Hon. WiLUJOi H. ScwAKO, fc^ %c^ ^c 



Extrmei ^m JtspmUk fimm Gemaml D^gl^ f# L^rd Lgms^ ititd thi\fmx^ JCnnwrf 6, 1 

** U Y Loan : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoar lords 
despatch of December 22, communicating the application of the honoraLl 
H. Seward, Secretaiy of State at Wa^Lingtou, for the extradition, nndei 
treaty, of John G. Braine, H. C. Parr, John Parker Locke, alias Vemo 
Locke, David Collins, George Bobiuson, John Wade, and others, bat 
which no action has been taken, as I bad previously granted my prclimi 
warrant for the apprehension of the same pcrscms upon the requisition o 
vice-^onEul of the United States at this port 

** I beg also to enclose herewith a corrected copy of my despatch of thi 
ultimo to his grace the Duke of Newcastle, to be substituted for the copj 
* Tiously forwarded to your lordship, as some slight alterations were mai 

that documoDt before it was forwarded to England. I also transmit, for 
information, my second despatch of the 24th of December, forwarded t 
grace by the same post 

** As your lordship has been already addressed by telegraph, my govcn 
bavins decided to put the Chesapeake into the court 6i vice-aamiralty 
eluded the adoption of any suggestion to dispose of her by the direct acti 
^« government 

** Surrounded as this matter is with complicated legal questions, the c 
^s taken to secure the decision upon them of a judicial tribunal will, I ( 
^"^^t meet with your approvaL 

** Although no apprehension on the part of my government exbted ns 1 
^ety of the Chesap^Jce from any aucmpt to interfere with her, I felt 
doty to take every precaution to put that b^ond doubt by nlacing an i 
f^^^^LJ^ board, and mooring her securely in Halifax dock-yaro. 

**ThA advocate general has been engaged in com^letine the necessary p 

^ she was this £iy handed over to the couet of viee-aomiralty. 

^I iiave further to inform your lordship that having learned that good: 

k^ laoded from the Chesapeake in the country districts of this pro%i: 

!• ^j^^di«d duly commissioned revenue officers in search of them, and thej 



.W^ 



^Vc^ ^^^ that could be found and scut tliem to this port, where they 
.^*^/t^>**«^ and will abide the decision of the court 



arc 



sj^r^*** 



■/ V 
\ 



. ^^^ - -y ^^Hr lordship has been already ad\i8ed, I issued a commission to in 
^ ^/^^^^^i«Tgc contained in a telegram to the vice-consul hereto the effec 
V f^^ 2^^ ^ wjen arrested at Petite Kiviere, but rescued by the people. 
A ^^ ^>^^ ^1^ commission proves that statement was inaccurate, as Umin 
l^^^f^^^'^^ *^^i Ted with any l^al process on the occasion referred to. 
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ScoUa, to yoQ» dated tbe 6tb instant; a copy of a tdemm from Creaeral Dojle 
to yon. dated the 14tb instant; and a copy of a Tetter from the mayor of 
Halifax to the provindal secretarj* dated the 30th of December kat. 

It gives me pleasure to acknowledge that the proceedings ot the gOYenior 
general uf Nova Scoda in regard to this matter seem to have been condoeted 
in good faidi towards his own government as well as towards that of the 
United States. 

It appears to the President* however, that the governor general, as the 
executive officer of the province of Nova Scotia, under the drcnmstanees of 
that extraordinary case, ought to have relinquished to the agents of this gov«n- 
ment the stolen vessel and the pirates found on board of her, subject to the ex- 
press engagement of this government to answer to the British government any 
claim that it nught have either upon the ship or the men. It wUl be fortunate^ 
indeed, if the delays whieh have resulted from the opposite course adopted by 
his excellency do not encourage the same or other offenders to the commissiott 
of new crimes against the peace and dignity of both countries. We shall awah 

.• - • »•__ -^ ^1 _ • _5*_»_t J* i.2«t^ 1^^..^ v^^—. s_.«.:a«.«..«ji s«> 4.%*.^ 



the termination of the judicial proceedings which have been instituted in the 
case with deep interest, and it can hardly be necessarr for me to say that, in 
the view of this government, no adverse decision of the provincial tribunals 
can modify the claim of the owners of the vessel and cargo to the frdl restitn* 
tion which has been asked by this dej^artment. 

I am, my dear Lord Lyons, iaithfully yours always, 

WILU AM H. SEWAED. 
Right lion. LoBD Lyons, i^ ^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyomt. 



Departmbnt of Statb, 

WoihiMgUmt January 18, 1864. 

Mv LoBD: I have now the honor to communicate to your lordship the fiiets 
relating to the arrest of James McHugh, referred to in your note of the 26th 
ultimo, with the views of that case which are taken by this government. 

James McHugh claims that he was bom in Ireland, and is, therefore, a sulgect 
of the Queen of Great Britain. lie was domiciled, residing, and pursuing a mar- 
cantilc business in Savannah when the insurrection broke out; and, at the time 
of his arrest, he was a clerk in the service of John Treanor, an insurgent, rending 
in Savannah. It is not known, nor does it appear, that McHugh, since coming 
to this coimtry, has manifested or entertained any intention of returning to Grieat 
Britain, and renewing his alleged native allegiance. It is not known to thia 
government whether or not he has been naturalized, or has made the prelimin«ry 
legal declaration of an intention to become a citizen of the United States. He 
left Savaimali after the war began, but at what time is not known to this gov- 
emment, and, by running the blockade, proceeded to Ireland. In pursuance 
of instructions from his employer in Savannah, he purchased in some British 
port merchandise, to be shipped and run through the blockade to Savannah. 
The merchandise was of the value of between seventeen thousand and eighteen 
thousand dollars. It was shipped at liverpool, on board of the Bermuda, whidi 
dmmed — ^whether truly or not this government is not informed — to be a British 
vessel, and which bore the British &^. She carried, besides tiie freight, drugs* 
eunpowdcr, and canvas before named. The shipping-agents were Eraser, Trn- 
holm & Company, agents at Liverpool of the insurgents at Ridmiond. The 
captain of the Bermuda was an insuigent citizen of the United States, bom in 
Charleston, and residmg there or in some other part of the region now in in 
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rectioD. Tbe vessel waa deared for Bermuda, and no otlier port» and anived 
at tliat port— HeHogli bdng on board, together with the aforesaid fr^^ After 
Mme staj there the BeanniKUi proceeded to sea, tinder a pretenee of S^Nng to 
Naaean, but really intending to ran the blockade. She waa dytmed; her 
captain destroyed nia papers. The prisoner waa foond on board; and bo adnnta 
that he waa proceeding to reach Savannah through the Uockada TkBenmida 
waa taken into PhOadelphia, when the prison^s examination waa taken, and 
then he was disdiaxged nom custodj, under a belief that he waa a nenftrsl aub* 
ject of a fbrdgn power. 

In the month of December last this government found it necesaaiyVo Institnta 
a search of vessda and papors departing from the port of Kew Toik. m order to 
prevent pira^ in our waters and on the high seas. McHugh waa found on 
board of the steamship City of Washington, then about to leave Kew Toik. On 
his person was found a collection of pictures, illustrative of his devotion to and 
habitual association with the insurgents, and of hostility to the United States, 
and letters addressed by disloyal citizens of Baltimore to pretended offioen in 
the insurgent forces, bearing die pretended postage stamps of the insurgents. 

Under these circumstances, Jam6s McHuen was arrested and la detained In 
militaiy custody, as an active enemy of the United States, who haa no dahn to 
be treated aa a neutral subject of her Majesty the Queen of Great BiitaiB. 

I am further to inform your lordship Uiat since it is now confessed and iully 
known that the pretended insurgent authorities at Bichmcmd are engaged in 
loading vessels and cargoes from British ports to the American porta on ao-caBed 
government account, and since the Bermuda was despatched with her unlawful 
cargo by Fraser, Trenholm & Company, this government presumes in her case, 
until those who shaU be found in her service shall prove to the contrary, that 
she is not a neutral merdiantman, but a war transport, and that James McHugh, 
a resident owing temporary general allegiance to the United States, having b^ 
found on board of her, with arms and munitions of war for the enemy, is, on 
that ground, detained as an insuigenU amenable to the laws of the United 
Stetes. 

I append a copy of an Intercepted letter written by the prisoner, Mdludi. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILUAM n. SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ifc^ ^n ic 



[Ftom the Wodiington Cbroi^le of the 16th January, 18ii.) 
Jii. m'huoh has stbambus foe sale. 

JUr. iUILigk ta Mr. Lamar. 

Belfast, My 24, 1S63. 

Dear Sir: Tour fav<» of the 22d is come to hand. I waa pleased to see 
your name in the paper as having arrived by the Canada, as I feared you were 
on board the steamer Victory, captured by the United States steamer Florida, 
o£F Frying Pai| shoals, last month. Should you not succeed In procuring 
steamers, we have still a few left here that may be had at a price. A venr nice 
little river steamer, called the Heroine, leaves here at the latter end of next 
month, virtually for the Australian trade. Although the parties have paid <€500 
of a deposit, yet they may back down, as they bought her thinking that Yicks- 
buig would still be iu>le to hold out 
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I AM be ^M to liear from jw^ as to irbaft daj I maj expect 70^ Cfrer 
bere. If not cooveoieiilt I AtXL go orer and meet 70a m lircipooL 
Waftins your replr, I remain, Terr lespectfallT, your obedient tenranl, 

^ JAMES HcHUGH. 

0. A. L. La3Iai, Etf. 



Lord Lyoms ia Mr. SewmrJL 

Washington, Jammary 18, 1S64. 

Sir: I bad* ten daja ago, tbe bonor to recdre yoiir note of die 8tb instant, 
informing me tbat tbe attentioD of ibis govenmient was senonslj directed to tbo 
subject of tbe imprisonment of tbe master and crew of tbe Britisb steamer 
Banebee. 

Tbe case, as presented to me in tbe despatdi from ber Uajestj's consul at 
New York, wbidi I bad tbe bonor to communicate to joa on tbe 26tb of last 
montb, is tbat of Britisb snlgeets — tbe master and crew of a Britisb yessd-* 
captored on snspidon of breacb of Uockade, wbo arc detained as prisoncn nndcr 
direct instmctions from tbe United States goremment. 

Ton will at once perodTe tbat, as tbe case stands, it is impossible finr me to 
acquiesce in tbis exercise of power by tbe goTcmment of tbe United States* 
You wiU remember tbat it bas more tban once been my duty to declare to 
you, by order of ber Majes^'s government, tbat it cannot m admitted tbat 
subjects of tbe queen are to be treated as prison^s of war because tbey form 
part of tbe crew of a vessel captured for br^cb of blockade ; and you wiD not 
bavc forgotten tbe distinct and positive declaration to tbat effect wnicb I made, 
by tbe express command of ber Majesty's government, in tbe note wbicb I bad 
tbe bonor to present to you on tbe Slst October last, witb regard to tbe case 
of tbe Victor. You will tbcrdbre readily understand tbat I feel bound to press, 
witbout further delay, for an explicit answer to my request or information as 
to tbe grounds of the imprisonment of tbe master and crew of ibe Bansbee. 

I bave tbe Bouor to be, witb tbe bigbest consideration, sir, your most obe£enU 
bumble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, ^c^ ^ ^ 



Lord LyoMs to Mr. Seward. 

Washlnoton, January 18, 1S64. 

Sib : I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of tbe day 
before yesterday's date, relative to tbe United Sutes schooner J. L. Gcrrity, 
which was seized by passengers on board and carried to Belize. I bave lost 00 
time in forwarding a copy of it to ber Majesty's government 

I have the honor to be, witb the highest consideration, sir, your most obcdicni^ 
bumble servant, 

^ ^ ^ « LYONS. 

Hon. WILLIAM H. Skward. 4p?., 4v., 4c. 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyoM. 



Departmbnt op Statb, 

Wagh'mgtoH^ January 19, 18$4. 
My Lord : I bave tbe bonor to aknowlcdgo tbe receipt of your lordsbip*a 



t ^ 
I 
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note of the 18tli instant in relation to the impmonment of the master and crew 
of the so-called British steamer Banshee. This case was first iHronght to the 
notice of this department hj a note from jonr lordship, written on the 26th daj 
of December* in which jon communicated an extract firom a despatch of her 
Maje8t7*s consul at New York, wherein it is stated that the master and crew 
are detained nnder direct instructions from the United States government* and 
that they are confined in New York jaiL In each of jour lor£hip's communi* 
cations it is stated that the prisoners were captured on a charge of breach of the 
blockade. The advices of the capture which have been received bj the govern- 
ment stated that the Banshee belonged to the rebels. She appears to have been 
captured by an armj trant^poit instead of a vessel bdcmging to the naval service, 
and it is presumed to bo owing to this fact that the papers which have been re- 
ceived at this department firom the Secretary of the Navr, in compliance with 
mj accustomed mquiries* fidl, on examination, to rive the full and exact in- 
formation which was expected, and which is needea to enable me to give the 
explanations which your notes require. On discovering this deficiency, I have 
lost no time in calling on the proper agents to supply the information wanted, 
and I expect to be able to recur to the subject after a few days. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

B%ht Hon. LoBD Lyoxs, ^^ ^ ^ 



Mr. Sncard to Lord Lyons. 

Department op Statb, 

Washington, January 20, 1864. 
Uy Loro : I have already had occasion to apologize to your lordship for un- 
avoidable delays of attention to such of your lordship's favors as were received 
during my recent absence from the department on a short visit to the State of 
New York. 

Among those favors was a note which was addressed to me, on the 23d of 

I Decemb^ last, by vou on the subject of the alleged violation of the sovereignty 

] of Great Britain, m May last, by Captain Trenchard, of the United States 

X steamer Bhode Island, in the chase of the blockade runner Margaret and Jessie. 

t That transaction was first bronght to the notice of thb department by the 

{ consul of the United States residing at Nassau, in a despatch written on the 

IGth of May last [38th Congress, 1st session. House Ex. Doc No. 1, page 

644.] The case having been made the subject of communication (oral, if I 

remember rightly) between your lordship and myself, I had the honor to inform 

3-0U, by a note oeuring date on the 16th of June last, [38th Congress, 1st 

{ session. House Ex. Doc No. 1, pase 644,] that Captain Trenchard, in writing 

I of the chase of the Margaret and Jessie to the United States consul at Nassau, 

cays that he did not dia«e that vessel within British jurisdiction. I added that, 

if reports should be nkade confiicUng with this statement, I should think they 

would prove to be erroneous, as Captain Trenchard had been distinguished for 

his caution and correct exercise of his authority. Nevertheless, I concluded 

with saying that if it should appear that any act of hostility or of pursuit was 

committed within the maritime jurisdiction of Great Britain, the act would be 

disavowed, and ample redress would be promptly given. 

In reply to this note, the honorable Mr. Stuart, charged with the conduct of 
her Majesty's legation here, in your lordehip*s absence, on the 12th of Septem- 
ber last, [38th Congress, 1st session. House Ex. Doc No. 1, page 693,] ad- 
dressed to me a note, in which he stated that the evidence which had been laid 

I 

' 1 
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before her MnjestT's goreramcnt seems to pat beyond all doubt ihe (act that a 
vefT grave Tiolation of iDtemational law and of the Qoeen's territorial rizfatt 
and jorisdiction vas committed npon the occasion in question, and that he had, 
consoqaendyt been instmctcd to press for immediate explanations from the 
U^tcd States government Mr. Stnart proceeded to obsenre that the £iet which 
appears certain, that the shot and shell of the United States war steamer 
repeatedly struck the shore and objecU on the shore of her Majesty's terrttorj, 
makes it very difficult to understand how the captain of that vessel could have 
honestly reported that he did not chase the Margaret and Jessie idthin British 
iurisdiction. Mr. Stuart concluded with sayinz that unless the captain of the 
war stoaincr could rebut this testimony, which docs not appear possible, her 
Majesty '8 government would of course expect that the redress which is usual in 
such cu'cs of violation of territorial rights and jurisdiction would be promptiT 
given bv the United States, as announced by you in vour note above mentioned. 
On tbe'l5ih of September [38th Conmss, 1st session. House Ex. Doe. No. 1, 
page G94.1 1 had the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Stuart*s note, and 
to inform him that the Secretary of die Navy had b^ called upon for informa- 
tion on. the subject, and to assure him that this government would lose no time 
in ascertaining the merits of the case, and rendering such dedsion upon it as jus- 
tice and the law of nations require. 

On the 22d of September last I addressed to Mr. Stuart a fuhher note, in 
which I had the honor to inform him that the Secretary of Ubit Navy had re- 
quested that the Navy Department might be supplied with a copy of the testi- 
mony which had been laid before her Majesty's govemment* in order that an 
opportunity might be afforded to the accused party to rebut it before a court- 
martial or court of inquiry, as mieht be directed, and therefore I had the honor 
to request that Mr Stuart would be good enough to furnish me with a copy of 
the evidence in question for communication to the Secretary of the Navy. Mr. 
Stuart, on the 22d of September, informed me that tiie evidence referred to had 
not been furnished to him by his government, but he would not fail to commu- 
nicate my request to Earl Rnssdl by the first opportunity. Tour lordship's 
note, just above acknowledged, gives the answer of her Majesty's government 
to the request which I had just made for a copy of the evidence upon which the 
claim of that government rests. In this note your lordship informs me that her 
Majesty's government readily comoly with that request, and accordingly you 
have submitted to me in the original all the documents containing evidence bear- 
ingon the case. 

You proceed in your note to inform me that it is your duty. In execution of 
instrucUons, to staUS distinctiy that her Majesty's government cannot consent 
that the demand for redress which they have preferred should be in any way 
affected by the proce^mgs of tiie government of the United States relating to 
the conduct of anjr officer or other person who may be responsible to thisgov- 



"^"^ !^l^l^'!^l''''^ m the matter, and that you are farther diitjcted to 
f P"^" f tir?r..! L T ""^ ^^I Majesty's government that upon receiving evi- 
^u^'Z.tr^Zlt^^f ^« n ..^?^o^^'^^^^^« ^^^^ contained in these documents 
*^.£ZT«fv!5!5'?'^^ States wai, without farther delay, give proper 
M -^^ "^ "^ ''''^^^ ""P"" "^^ territorial righU 5f Q 

^^ foiSshb A^^ ^.^;^^.f *^« imporunt testimonj I have to inform 

^I'iltMl^^^^^^ ^9 immediately taken 4 the use of thi. 



TT :*«^ States shall normU ^> "^ «*»';fuiiCTea. it tno nonor and interesu or tbe 

J'KTS make euSuS^'^Sl^ combattins. it will givo th. Pjerident 
P***" "^«sion. If, on the contrary, Airther faivestigatioa 
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BhtH be found neccssaiy it will be made withoat injnrMms delay, and will be 
made in sncli a fonn as aball seem best calculated to elicit the exact tmth and 
prepare tbe way for a disposition of the subject which shall be jnst and honor- 
able to both oonntriea. 

I have the honor to be» with high consideration, your lordship's obedient ser- 
Tant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Eight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^^ Sfc^ 4n 



Lord Ljfoms to Mr. Seward. 



Washixqton, January 20, 1864. 

Si£ : It has been represented to her Majesty's government that a schooner 
named the "Etta," owned by Messienrs 6. Itenona^ k Company, of Nassau, 
was seized at New York by the United States authorities in the autumn of List 
year; and her Majes^'s government have directed me to ask von to inform me 
as to the grounds of the seizure, and as to the steps taken by the United States 
government to establish its legality against the British owners who claim the 
vessel 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant* 

LYONS, 

Hon. WiuJAM H. Sbwabd, ^ ^ ifc. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyotu. 



Department of State, 

Was/iiMgtoMf January 21, 1864. 

Uy Lord : Ilaving obtained from the district court of the United States for 
the southern district of New York the proceedings and proofs on file in that 
court in the case of the British brig "Isabella Thompson," I have now the honor 
to recuj^ to your lordship's note of the 3j5t of December last in relation to that 
case. 

It appears by the proceedings before mentioned that an apneal from the 
decree against which her Majesty's government complains has oeen taken by 
the claimants and is now pending in the Supreme Court of the United States. 
This appeal is perfectly regular and in accordance with the rules and principles 
of universal admiralty law. Every question which is raised in your note, whether 
of law or of foct, is a proper one for examination on the appeal, and the appel- 
late tribunal is competent to decide it In theory that tribunal is more compe- 
tent to investigate these questions than the executive department of the cov- 
emment, and 1 think it quite certain that her Majesty's government would be 
of that opinion if the President, attempting to withdraw tho case from the judi- 
ciary, should decide it against, instead of in favor of, the daunanU. If he should 
so withdraw the case and then decide it in their favor, there is still no law of 
the United States under which the money needful to pay the damages and costs 
he mi^bt award could be drawn from the troasury, and it might well be appre- 
hended that Congress would require better rcasous than any the PresidciU 
could give, in that case, for having arbitrarily attempted to charge the United 
States with a liability which the prize court has pronounced to be without any 
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legal or jnit fonndAtioii. Il eeems to me* Uierefora, tM tbe omo nost bo 
Allowed to remain, at least for the prefent. with the cmineiit tribmal in wboto 
care it has to properly boen placed. 

I have the lionor to be, with high considcntion, jonr lorddiip*8 obedient aer- 

Tank 

WILUAM H. 8EWABD. 

Bight Hon.Loio LvoNa, ^c^ ^c^ 4^ 



JKr. Seword to Lord Lyomt. 

Dbpartmbnt op Stats, 

Was^ngUm, January 21, 1864. 

Ht Loid : Tour note of the 30th ultimo, rektiye to the case of the ^Victor,*' 
WA8 dalj r^oeir^, and baa been taken into conaideration. This department 
cxpecta to hjiTe occasion soon to address yon again on that snb|eet 

I hare the honor to be, my lord, yonr Toiy obedient aenrant, 

WILLIAM H. BEWAED. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyono, lfc^fy:^ifc. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyotu. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb* 

WatkingUm^ Janmary 21, 1864. 

Ht Lord : I have now the honor, by the President's direction, to reply to 
the note with which I was favored by yonrlordBbip on the 29th <^ October laat, 
in relation to the steamer General Rusk, alias the Blanche. 

In performing this duty it seems to me necessary to do little more than to 
extricate the ar^imient presented in the iiote coDcemiDg that case which X had 
Uie honor to address to your lordship on the 4th of August last from the misap- 
prehension thrown over it by her Majesty's government. 

Your lordship, rdTerring to that communication, observes as follows: ^'Tonr 
note states that Commodore Hunter has been visited with the censure of the 
United States government for having intentionally violated the maritime juris* 
diction of Spain; but it alleges that this outrageous and indefensible proceeding 
on the part of a United States officer imposes no obligation on tUe government 
of the United States to indemnifjr those upon whom Uiat officor, acting in the 
name and under the flag and authority of this government, has inflicted a very 
grievous injury." 

If yourfordship will do me the favor to recur to my communication of the 
4th of August,* you will find that what I did say in tUMt communication on the 
point thus raised was as follows: "The undersigned admits, aa he.lSaa dwaj^ 
heretofore admitted, that it has been established upon satisfactory evidence that 
Commodore Hunter intentionally violated the maritime jurisdicUon of Spain* for 
which he has deservedly received the censure of the government of the United 
States, as her Majesty's government has truly shown; nevertheless, the under- 
signed cannot admit uiat that intentional wrong, committed by a subordinate 
saval agent of this government against the sovereignty <tf Spain, has created 
or at all affects any liability against the United States to indemnify the alleged 
master and owners of the steamer General Rusk and her cargo beycmd die in* 

*38th CkmgrsM, 1st sMsion, House Ex. Doer Ko. 1, page <W. 
38 • 



498 . DIPLOMATIC COEBESPONDEKCK. 

joriet which the oflScers and crew of the United States war steamer actoallj 
inflicted upon the vessel and cargo.*' 

After having eubmitted this correction to jonr lordship* I mnst be allowed to saj 
tliHt it was quite unuecessaiy for her Majeetj*8 government to replj, as they do, 
through yoor lord^liip's note now before me, that the censure of Commodore 
Hunter, or even his aisraissal from the United States navy, for a gross and de- 
liberate violation of international law, can constitute no substantial redress to the 
owners of the Blmche (thcrebv meaning the General Rusk) and of her cargo. 

The argument of my note of the 4th of August was, that the steamer Gen- 
eral Rusk and her cargo were not British or neutral property, but property of 
citizens of the Unifid States ; that her officers and crew were not British sub- 
jects, but iDsnrgeut American citizens, and that the destruction of the vessel and 
cargo by fire was an act of barratry committed by said officers and crew, and 
not at all the act or a consequence of anv action of the officers and crew of the 
United States steamer Montgomery; and upon a survey of these grounds I ven- 
tured the statement which I have already quoted from my said note, that the 
act of intentional violation — ^by the commander of the Montgomery— -of the sov- 
ereignity of Spain neither created nor afiected any liability on the part of this 
government to indemnify the officers and owners of the General Rusk. 

I very cheerftilly admit that there is a marked and manifest conflict of testi- 
mony in the facts on which I thus insisted. In deference to the opinion of her 
Majesty's government which you have expressed, J have very cheerfully re- 
viewed the e%idepce with the aid of the arguments by which you have sustained 
that opinion, but I am obliged to confess that this examination has not resulted 
in working any change of ue conviction which was expressed by me in my 
former communication. Certainly, I cannot admit, as your lordship would seim 
to require, that the original protest which was made before the British consul 
at the Havana on the 10th of October, 1862, although it does not state who 
set fire to the Blanche, (otherwise called the General Rusk,) ought, in the pecu- 
liar circumstances of the case, to satisfy this government that the firing of 
the ship was either the act of the wrong-doer himself, (Commodore Hunter is 
supposed to be indicated.) or the consequence of his aggression. On the con- 
trary, I am not able to discern anything m the legal or moral form of an ex parte 
protest which entitles it to outweigh the controverting judicial evidence which 
nas been taken bv this government in a manner the most o^en, fair, and solemn 
which it could adopt. 1 fail also to perceive the peculvur circumstances which 
are supposed by your lordship to increase the l^al value of the protest. 

It was far from any purpose of mine, in my former note, to intimate that her 
Majesty's government, or even the claimants, were under any obligation to attend 
the court-martial before which the transaction of the burning of the Grener.U 
BxiAi was investizated, much less to intimate that they are concluded by de- 
fault of such attendance in court, from contesting every word of testimony that 
was uken on that occasion. At the same time I hope it may be permitted to 
me to regard that evidence as the fullest and best which it has been within the 
power of this government to obtain in its very earnest efforts to ascertain the 
truth of the facts upon which a solution of the question between the two goT* 
emments depends. 

I regret tuat another part of my note of the 4th of August has been misap- 
prehended as much as the portions which I haveahroady cleared up. Referring 
to that part of my note in which I sUted that the sale of the General Rusk wa« 
open to suspicion on the ground of fraud, notwithstanding the formalities which 
attended it. Your lordship quotes from me as follows : " And further on in your 
note it is stated that the judge of the United States for the southern district of 
Florida has recently decided in two cases venr similar in their eurcomstancei, 
namely, that of the Emma and her cargo, and that cf the Florida* that soeh s 
transfer, though appareptly regnlart is in point of fact oollusive» and» iheiefoi^ 
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a tmA npott die benigerent rigbto of the gOTernmcnt nnacr dieUw of aatiaiM.'* 
Having made this quoUtioo, yon obserre ''that her Majestj'a eoTenunent find 
it difficult ta aappose that the jadgmenU in the casea mentionea ean afieel the 
demand made br Uiem for eompeo^tion to the ownera of the Bhmche (other- 
wi^ the General Riuk) and her cargo.** 

I fc^ qnite aine that npon a re*examinaUon of mr note tout lordalup wlD 
perceire that I alleged that the sale of the General Ba«k at Havana waa made 
in fraud, althonsh it waa attended with certain le^ fo.malitiea. and that I r» 
fcrred to the bdore-rccited dcci^iona of the eoart in Florida for the pnipoee o« 
Fbowing that a a^ of a vessel in a foreign port, though apparently regular and . 
made with due lqg;al formalities, may, ueverthelesa, be impeadied on the pound 
of fraud. Certiunlj, I did not contend that the jadgmenU rendered by the 
court in those cases have any direct bearing on the decision to be made in the 
present ease. 

If I understand your lordehip correctly, her Majesty's government admit 
the competent of a court of admiralty to rule in a prise ease, in the manner 
and to the eneet that I have stated the ruling of the prise court in Florida. 
But your government contend that the claim of the Queen of Spain upon the 
United States for indemnity to the master and owners of the General Rusk • 
would not be aflcctcd by the fact, even if it were conceded that the title of the 
master and owners iu that vessel was fraudulent and void as against the United 
States within their own jurisdiction or upon the hidi seas. 

Differing not without diffidence from the view thus taken by her Britnmdc 
Mi^^sty's government, I must be allowed to insist that, in my judgment, the 
same prineiplea of justice and the same rules of evidence prevafl m the cabinets 
of sovereigns which are recognized in courts of justice. 

Apparently takine exceptions to the statement in my note, that the General 
Rusk waa notoriouiiTy an American vessel, your lordship deelmes to receive it 
iu the place of proof. I confess that making this statement by the anthority of 
this government, I did suppose that it would be considered at least as support 
in regard to a cdlateral fact, knowledge of which might be presumed to De in 
the possession of this department. But I cheerfully accept tne eorreetion, and 
I therefore have now tne pleasure of supplying the documentary evidence, 
which I tmst win be sufficient to prove that the General Rusk waa originaDy 
an American vesseL I can hardly think it necessary to pursue this brandi of 
the case farther on the present occasion, and I cheerfully rest npon my former 
argument, together with this proof, untU her Majesty's government diaD show 
how by a sale in Havana the pretended neutral acquired titled to n vesael, 
which, so for aa we have any evidence of lesal title, belonged to cidaens <Kf 
the United States by whom it has never bben hwfully sold or conveyed. ' 

In condnsion, I beg leave to remind your lordship that, as the focts are un- 
derstood hj this government. Great Britain seems to the United States to be 
involuntaruy indsting that, under the shield of an appeal for eatisfoedon to the 
Queen of Spain for a national grievance and insult for which tins government 
has given all honorable satisfaction, the United Sutes shaD pay a band of 
insumnts against their authority for a ship and eareo to whidb they had no 
lawful title, and which thev themselves criminally destroyed with thdr own 
hands^ within the waters of Spain, where they had tsdien refuge foom lawfol 
pursiut, by the naval forees of their country. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideradon, sir, your lordslup's obedient 
«ervant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Loan Lvoxa, ^e., ^c, ^ 
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Mr. Seward ie Lord Lymt. 

DBPARTMBirr OP Stats, 

Wa»hm^fi>tm» Jamuary 28, 1864. 

IIt Lokd: I bave tbe honor to acknowledge the reodpt of your note of the 
15t]i instantt transmitting a copy of a despatdi and of its endosoree, recdved 
hj Ton firom the govemor gen(«J of Giwada* relative to the detention of live 
stow bj the UnitM States customs authorities at Niagara suspension bridee. 

In reply, I have the honor to ench>8e herewith the copy of a letter of the 
19th instant* addressed to tlus department by the Secretaiy of the Treasury, 
to whom the matter was referred, and to be» with high consideraUon, your 
lordship's obedient servant. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
, \ Big^ Hon. Lord Lyo.^s, ^v^ 4v^ 4e. 

I — 



Mr. GiAM l# Mt. Stwmri. 

TiEASUKY DsPAnTMBNT, 

JanMory 19, 1864. 

Sin: I have to admowledge the recdpt of your letter of January 18, 
endoring and csDing attention to a communication addressed you by Lord 
Lyons on the 15th iiutant, with endosures from the eovcmor general of Canada, 
containing reports from officers of that province, reuttive to a recent seizure of 
live stock by the customs authorities at suspension bridge. 

I understand it to be the object of these letters not merely to present the par- 
tScular case complained of, for such redress as may be proper and practicable, 
but to make inquiry as to the scope and purpose of the orders forbidding the 
exportation of live stock. To this question tnere can, of course, be but one 
answer. The drcolar of the Treasury Department declaratory of the prohibi* 
tion, which bears date May 19, 1863, was issued in pursuance of the construe* 
tion placed by the War Department on the exidtinr executive order, forbiddinc 
the exportation of munitions of war. It is general in ito character, admits or 
no limitation or exception by this department, and is, therefore, folly applicable 
to attempted exportation to Canada. 

I cannot but add that I have examined with much surprise and regret the 
tabular statement contaioed in the report of the commissioner of customs of 
Canada ; a statement which seems to prove conclusively that the order of May 
19 has had little or no effect in jUminishing the exportation of live stock to 
Canada. This fact, whOe it explains and justifies the doubts of the Canadian 
authorities, makes manifest a degree of negligence or misapprehension on the 
part of the customs officers on the northern frontier, which 1 shall immediately 
endeavor to correct. 

• If it be true that Messrs. Nash and Davies, the parties interested in the case 
presoited, have acted in ignorance of the* prohibitory order, and have but pa^ 
Buedy^course wUch has been followed out with success in many other instances, 
I c^tainly regret the inconvenience to.wluch they have been subjected; 
but, as I have already remarked, this department cannot, with propriety, make 
aI^excqption in their favor. 
With great respect, 

8. P. CHASE, 
Stcretary ^tke Treasury. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary ^ StaU 



^9^ 
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Mr. Semard U Lord Lymu. 

Dbpastmbnt of Static 

Watkingiim. Jmmmmry S3. 1864. 
Mv Lobd: Bacnrring to the pwrU of yoar notes of the 17th of July ImI. • 
andoftheSlitof OcuSwr.whidi relate to the Aneged cnid tre^nenl of the 
master, niftte* and engineer of the British steamer Victor, at Fort Taylor, Kw- 
West. I have the honor to enclose, hi reply, a copjr of a eomnoniealion of tho 
16th instant ftom the War Department on the snlyeet. , . . . , ,. 

I have the honor to be» with high consideration, yonr krdshlp'a obedieiit 

•^'^"^ WILUAIC H. SEWABD. 

Bight Hml Lobd Lyons, ffCntf^k^ 



Ctmtnl Cmnlg t» Mr. 

Was Dbpaitmbnt. 
WoMkingtom City. Jamuary 16, 1864. 
Srm : The Secretaiy of War instmcts me to transmit to yon the accompany- 
Ing copy of the report made to this department regarding the complamts pre- 
ferred by the master, mate, and ^ginoer of the British steamer Victor, of crael 
treatment fai Fort Taylor, Key West, to which attention was invited in yonr 
letter of the 4th of November last, endosing a copy of n note firom Lord Lyons 
of the 3l8t of the month previons, on this subject 

I have tibe honor to be yonr obedient servant, 

ED. B. S. CANBT. 
Brigadier Geiural, A»JL O. 
The Sbcbbtasy of Stats. 

WaskiMgtom, D. C. 



Gemertd Woodhurg to Ctn $ n l Stmm. 

Hbadquartbbs D18TBICT OP Eby Wbst and Tobtcoas. 

Key WeH, Florida^ December 19, 1863. 
Obnbral: I have recdved the copy of a commnnication from Lord Lyons 
to Mr. Seward, dated October 31, 1863, with yonr indorsement requiring uon 
me a report. 

On the 9th of July last, Mr. Bntterfield,her Britannic Majee^s vioe-consnl, laid 
before me a comphunt made by several officers of the captured steamer Vidor. 
I caused an investigation to be made, and here give the cooy of a letter ftom 
Colonel Good, dated July 9. 1863, and of my remarks appended thereto. 

Ctfiosel (7m4 to Ci^toM Bmmts. 

** FoBT Taylob. Kby Wbst. Flobida. 

«<J«;y9. 1863. 
'< GAPTAUf ; I have the honor to submit the following statement in reference 
to the confinement, in this fort, of John T. Pearce, O. W. Ardill, and Lumbrcj 
Kennedy, captain, mate, and first engineer of the steam-tug Victor. 

'"— • — - — ' — •■ -■ 

* 38Ui Coacrest, lit Setdod, IIoqm Ex. Doe. No. 1, page 601 
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** Tbej wera received on the 9tb of June, 1863» with institietioQB to have 
them coDfined and allowed no commimication with anj ^eiwa until after they 
had heen examined before the price eommissiooers. 

''The J were taken in chaige and offered the choice of the only two vacant 
rooms in the fort, where they conld be held in accordance with the orders. The 
room they selected is ntnated on the second floor, in the barracks buildings, 
directly over the sally-port, and adjoining the officers* quarters ; it compares 
equally in siae with the majority of the latter. The door is air-tight ; but they 
haye omitted to state that there are two windows of two and a half feet square in 
it* which admit a free circulation of air. With r^ard to time allowed them to 
take thdr meals, they were at all times allowed as much time as desired by them. 
They at all times had the privilege of communicating with the commanding 
officer, the officer of the day, and were allowed, and did have* communication 
with the British vice-consul, Mr. Buttcrfield. The mate complained of being 
unwell, and was immediately removed to other quarters, where medical treatment 
was afforded him. The fort at the time contains a number of prisoners, and strict 
surveillance, at least, was deemed necessary. No complaint from Uiem reached 
the commanding officer of the fort, nor is he aware of any inconvenience suffered 
by them furth^ than confinement They were of course treated as prisoners, 
it having been so ordered, and received as such, but had every courtesy consbt- 
ent extended them. 

" Regretting that their confinement here should have given any cause for com- 
plaint» 1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ooedient servant, 

«T. H. GOOD, 
** Coiond A7tk Pa^ Commanding Fort Taylor. 

<K7aptain Bowbis, 

**Jssistani Adjutant GeneraL 

''To the above statement of Colonel Good I ^sh to add a few remarks : 
" Theprisoners confined in Fort Taylor have always been treated with kind- 
ness. This is the first complaint I have ever heard of. The individuals who 
now complain were free to appeal at any time to the British consul, to Golond 
Good, or to the undersigned. On such an appeal all just cause for complaint 
would have been removed immediately. They made no complaint, and they 
discover, apparendy, a disposition tp exaggerate their sufferings to idake out a 
case. The ' dungeon,' so called, is on the second ^tMj of the barnicks, over the 
sally-port, adjacent tp occupied officers' Quarters. The ' two holes protected by 
strong bars,' are windows two and a half feet square each, wiUi fire vertical 
wooden grates, which reduce the dear space in each to two feet six inches by 
two feet one inch. And those windows are so low that any man of ordinary 
height can reach their sills from the floor. On the UPP^ Bide of the arch the 
room is three feet higher than the affidavits make it The room has the height 
and width of the adjacent officers' quarters. Both of the windows communieate 
with the open halls; one <tf them is at the head of an open stairway. Theroom 
has no sUmch whatevec 

" D. P. WOODBURY, Brigadier General. 

"HBADQUARTEnS DISTRICT OF KbY WbST AND ToRTUGXa, 

« Key West, Florida. July 10, ISfiS." 
I will here add that the persons in question were placed in Fort Taylor at 

the request of Admiral Bailey, who also desired that no communication should 

bo permitted between them and other prisoners. 

Thny were confined three days, bcmg released as soon as the case of the 

Yictnr came up before the court The admiral did not desire them to be con- 

fined for punishment* but to prevent collusiou between the witnesses who were 
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about to be called before the court Thej were not treated ''as pruoners of 
war/* Btill le»6 ''as feloot;** and if thej were not eonifortable, they oonld have 
made tbemselves so at any moment by appealing to Colonel Good* to the British 
Tice^onsol. or to mjsel£ 

In this connexion I take the liberty of giving an extract firom a letter of BIr. 
Buuerfield, her Britannic Majesty's Tico-consnl, addressed to me Jaly 11« 1863, 
when he was about to leave tLis pkoe for a time and introsted the business of 
his office to Mr. Joseph B. Brown : 

•* I woiUd therefore request that yon will be good enough to extend to him 
the same attention in reference to any representations he may have to make to 
Tou in legard to British subjects, or British interests, as you have universally 
bestowed on the same when made by me." 

I return herewith the copy of Loid Lyons's letter to Mr. Seward. 
RespectfuUyt 

D. P. WOODBURY, Brigadier General 

Brigadier General Charles P. Stonb, 

Chitf 9f Staff, New Orleans, Lomisiama. 



Lord Lyone to Mr. Seward, 

Washington, January 23, 1864. 

SiE : I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a despatch ftom her 
Majesty's consul at New Tork, calling attention to an order issued by Major 
General Dix, commanding the military department of the east, for the appoint- 
ment of a military commission to investigate the cases of persons arrestea and 
detained at Fort Lafayette and Fort Warren, other than prisoners of war and 
convicts. 

As there are among the prisoners confined in these fortresses some who ap- 
pear to have well-founded claims to British protection, I deem it to be my duty 
to ask you for information as to the nature of the proposed investigation, and as 
to the mode in which it is to be conducted. 

The second paragraph of the orders seems to show that in some cases pris- 
oners will also be sent for trial before this militarv commission. 

If this article be held to apply to cases of British subjects, it seems proper that 
I should ask, first, on what principle it has been determined to bring these cases 
to trial before a military commission, rather than before the regularly constituted 
courts of law ; and secondly, what is to be the character of die proceedings, and 
what facilities are to be given to the prisoners for making their defence. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sewabd, ^v., ^v., ^c 



Mr. ArdkibM to Lard L^mu. 

British Consulatb, Nbw York, 

January 21, 18A3. 
3[y Lord i I have ihe honor to call your lordship's attention to the enclosed 
order promulgated by Major Greneral Dix, commanding the department of the 
ess t^ ID reference to the commission appointed to investigate the cases of persons 
arre.=^led unA imprisoned at Fort Lafayette and Fort Warren. 

The order wa* published in the newspapers of yef\tc»day, and tWs morning I 
^Icid at (xcncral Dix's headquarters to ascertain the mode in which the pro- 
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poeed inTestigatiolM axB to be condueted in referenoe to tlie cases of British 
subjects imprisoned at Fort Lafayette. I was referred to Mijor BoUes* ^e 
jndee adyooUe, wbo» wiih two other members of the oommisslon, was then at 
the neadqnarterSy and was informed by him that there would be» in the first 
instance, an examination of an ex parte character, in the nature of an inqiury by 
a graod juiy, after which, if a further investigation were deemed necessary, the 
parties woiUd be duly notified, and, as I am led to infer, counsel would be per- 
mitted to assist them in their defence of any charges which might be brought 
against them. In any case in which a further investigation might be deemdl 
unnecessary, the commission would reconmiend the dischuge of the arrested 
party. 

Ihave,&e^ 

N. H. ARCHIBALD. 
LoBD Lyons. 



Lord Ly<m» tQ Mr. Seward. 

Washington, January 23, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a despatch firom her Ma- 
jesty's consul at New York, informing me of the reported arrival at. that place 
of mbr-one prisoners, said to be principally foreigners, taken on board the steam* 
vessels Antoniquos, or Antonica, and Dare. 
The information which has reached me concerning these individual prison* 
} ers is as yet so incomplete, that if the desj^atch had related to them only, I 

* should not so soon have called your attention to it Ton will observe, how- 

iever, that at the end of it the consul quotes firom a New York newspaper the 
following passase, puiporting to be an extract from an order recently given by 
1 the Secretary of Uie Navy to the United States marshal: 

1 ** Henceforth British blockade violators will not be released, but detained, 

{ and any orders which you may have received inconsistent with diis are hereby 

I revoked.*' 

) I have recently had, on more than one occasion, the honor to remind you of the 

very nositive declarations which I have so frequently made to you, by order <rf 
her Miyes^'s government, respecting the treatment of British subjects taken 
on board vessels captured for breach of blockade ; you will, therefore, easily 
understand that it has not been without piun and alarm that I have seen even 
a report in a newspaper that an order sucn as that attHbuted to the Secretary 
of the Navy has been issued. You will also, I am sure, fully comprehend my 
anxious desire to bo enabled to send, on authority, a contradiction of the report, 
or a satisfactory explanation of it» to her Majesty's government by the first 
packet 

I have the honor to be, with the hif^iest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
bumble servantv 

•LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbwaed, ^v., ^r., 4i«. 



Mr.ArddMiUUriLfmu. 

\ British CSonsulatk, Nkw York, 

January 21, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the honor to report to your lordship, that the United 
States supply steamer Newburg arrivM here from Wilmington on Saturday 
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lut, bringiog, «i is reported fai tlie newapapers, fif^-ooe pritoiiert* add to Yult^ 
been captor^ from the steamen Antoniquos and Dare. Tbeee pneonert wert 
hauded oyer to the autodr of the United States manhaL 

I have not been onablea to ascertain the naUonalitr of the Antonica. I be> 
lieve her tobea foreign Yeesd. The Dare was a small British steamer, and was 
driven ashore and destroyed while attempting to violate the Uockade at Wil- 
mington. I have to-daj mado inquiries at the marshal's office, and also at tlM 
coontj jail and hoase of detention* but cannot discover that anj of the crew or 
passengers of the Dare have been brooght to this porl 

In the announcement in the New York Herald of Mondaj last* of the arrival 
of these prisoners* the fbUowins^ statement is made, to whicn I b^ leave to call 
jour lordship's attentioQ : *« Connected with this afiair, it may be weD to stale 
that Mr. Gideon WeDeSt the Secretair of the Nav^, has sent a letter to th« 
United States marshal, ordering that henceforth British Uockade violators will 
not be released, but detained* and any orders which 70a may have reeeived 
inconsistent with this are hereby revoked.** 
I have, &C.9 ^cct fte. 

E. H. ABCHIBALD. 

Lo£D Lyon 8, ^e^^e^lie. 

P. S^ — I have iust recdved from Mr. J. J. Edgecumber, the capture of whose 
vesseb the expeditions formed the subject of my despatches of June 21, and of 
July 13, 1363, a letter written from the county jail, stating that he was on 
board the Antonica, which vessel was wrecked on the Frying Pan shoals oa 
the 20th ultimo, whOe on a vovage from Nassau to Wilmington, and the crew 
were picked up by one of the United Sutcs blockading vessels. He does not 
state whether the Antonica is a British vessel or not. 

E.M. A. 



Mr. fkuxard to Lord Lyom. 



D£PARTMBNT OP StATB, 

Washingtoih January 23» 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of tlie 
note of the 13th instant, in which you advise me that you have transmitted to 
the eovemor general of Canada the intelligence from the Umted States consul 
at Montreal which the preceding day I had the honor to communicate to you* 
respecting a gathering <^ enemies of the United States at Windsor, in thai pro- 
vince, and to be, with high consideration. 

Your lordship's obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord LvoNSt ^t;., 4e.» 4«. 



Mr. SetDord to Lord Lyons. 



DEPARTMB]fT OT StATB, 

Woikingioth January 25, 1864 
Mr Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship'a 
note of 23d instant, which is accompanied by a copy of a despatch whidi was 
^dressed to you on the 21st instant by her Mjgesty's consul residing at New 

There is no informotion fa this department eonceming the prisoners said to 
have been taken en board the steam-vessels ''Antoniquos,'* or ''Antonica»'' and 
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*'Darc»" or even of the capture of theae veseeh, and, of course, I am now unable 
to answer whether the prisoners are natives or fbreigxien, neotrals or enemies I 
ehall lose no time in caUing upon the Searetaiy of the Navy for the facts in the 



In regard to the extract froma New York Herald, which the consul has com- 
municated to you, I have the honor to say that, on inqmry, I learn that the 
statement contained in the extract is entirely unofficial and unauthorized. 

On the subject to which it refers it is moper for me to remark, that her Majesty s 
government luive already been informed that this government has lately learned 
that a hostile expedition against the United States had been organized in the 
province of Canada, and was defeated cmly through the good offices of her Ma* 
jesty 's authorities residing there. I may add that we have now information that 
a similar expedidon is again being attemnted, to be organized at Windsor, in 
Upper Canada, and that the provincial authorities there have called out a mili* 
taiT force to observe that movement Her Majesty's government were abo 
duly informed, in December last, that certain persons haa made thdr m-bj from 
her Majesty's proidnces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia to New York ; 
that they having embarked at that port in disguise as passengers on board the 
steamer Chesap^ike, rose upon her officers, assassinated the engineer, and carried 
the vessel into Britiuh colonial waters, and, with the aid of a pilot and other ac- 
complices there, carried the vessel to Halifiix, selling out her freight at nominal 
prices as she passed along the cost Her Majesty's government were also in- 
formed that on the arrival of the Chesajieake at Hiuifax. a mob arose at that 
place, and rescued the pirates from pursmt and set them at liberty to pursue 
4 their course of crime and aggression ; and that the governor of Nova Scotia de- 

i diQed even to give up the stolen vessel to her lawful owners, on the requisition 

^ of the Umted States. Uer Majes^'s government have also been informed that 

I enemies of the United States, in New York, had shipped one thousand rifles at 

I New York for their confederates in Halifax, by collusion with parties residing 

< there, in Liverpool, and in Richmond. Her Majesty's government has also been 

I informed that parties in Richmond, Liverpool, New York, and Halifax, had 

I matured a plan, and were ready, about the 25th of December last, to proceed on 

= board of two other steamers sailing from New York, and to seize them on the 

^ high seas, to carry them into British waters, there to be armed ag&inst the United 

States. Her Majesty's government have been further informed that these con- 
spirators against their peace and dignity have a combination of agents in her 
Majesty's principal colonial ports in this hemisphere, as well as in Great Britain, 
to organize naval war against the United States firom British ports, and even 
from the city of New York, as a base of operations, under the shield of British 
neutrality. Her Majesty's government have been further informed that the in^ 
surgents at Richmond, besides the ships-of-war so long engaged in piracy, already 
have several war transports belonging, in whole or in part, to themselves, built 
or bought in British ports, and freighted by belligerent insuigents, but navigated 
in whole or in part by British subjects, under insurgent pay, and carrying sup- 
plies to the insurgent forces, under the Britidi flag, upon the false pretence of 
neutral traders engaged in simple violations id the blockade. Her Maiesty's 
government have bcoi further informed that many of the persons engaged in the 
aggressions and crimes I have mentioned had been once or more captured as 
bl^kade runners, and on a hasty examination discharged by this government on 
the false plea that they were lawful and peaceful subjects of neutral or friendly 
powers, althou^ they were actually beUieerent edemies of the United States. 
Her Majesty's government have been fbrther informed that in the belief of this 
govemmont these aggressions beginning within and returning to British jurisdic- 
tion, and even in the city of New York, carried on under the shield of British 
neutrality, if allowed to continue, must bring on border collisions and war between 
her Majesty's colonies and the United States. This government has represented 
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I AM be glad to liear from 7011, as to what day I maj expect 70^ Cfrer 
bere. If not conveoient. I eball go orer and meet 70a m lirerpooL 
Waitine Toor replj» I remain, rerr reapeetfoUy, 7o<ir obedient senrant* 

^^ JAMES HcHUGH. 

0. A. L. Lamab, Etf. 



Lord LfomM to Mr. Sewmrd. 

Washington, Jammary 1% 1S64. 

Sir: I had* ten days ago, the honor to vecdTe 7oar note of the Sth instant, 
infonning me that the attention of this govenmient was 8erionBl7 directed to the 
subject of the imprisonment of the master and crew of the British steamer 
Banshee. 

The case, as presented to me in the despatch from her ]Iajest7*s consul at 
New Tork, whicn I had the honor to commumcate to 700 on the 26th of last 
month, is that of British subjects — the master and crew of a British vessel— 
captured on suspidon dT breach of blockade, who arc detained as prisoners under 
diiect instructions from the United States gOTcmment. 

Tou will at once perodTe that, as the case stands, it is impossible finr me to 
acquiesce in this exercise of power by the goTcmment of the United States* 
You wiU remember that it has more than once been m7 dut7 to declare to 
70U, by order of her Majesty's government, that it cannot m admitted that 
subjects of the queen are to oe treated as prison^s of war because they form 
part of the crew of a vessel captured for breach of blockade; and }rou wiD not 
have forgotten the distinct and positive declaration to that effect which I made, 
by the express command of her Majesty's government, in the note which 1 had 
the honor to present to you on the Slst October last, with regard to the case 
of the Victor. You wiU therefore readily understand that I feel bound to press, 
without farther delay, for an explicit answer to my request or information as 
to the grounds of the imprisonment of the master and crew of the Banshee. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient^ 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. W2LUA.M n. Seward, 9ge^ 4^ dgc 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washinoton, January 18, 1S64. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the day 
before yesterday's date, relative to the United States schooner J. L. Gerrity, 
which was seized by passengers on board and carried to Belize. I have lost 00 
time in forwarding a copy ot it to her Majesty's government 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient^ 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Skward. 8fc.» ^v., 4c. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Departmbnt op Statb, 

Washington^ January 19, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to aknowledge the receipt of your Iordship*a 
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note of the 18th instant in rdadon to the imprisonment of the master and crew 
of the 80-ealled British steamer Banshee. This case was first brought to the 
notice of this department bj a note from yonr lordship* written on the 26th day 
of December* in which joa communicated an extract from a despatch of her 
Majesty*s consul at New York, wherein it is stated that the master and crew 
are detained under direct instructions from the United States government, and 
that ihej are confined in New York jaiL In each of your lordship's communi* 
cations it is stated that the prisoners were captured on a charge of breach of the 
blockade. The advices of the capture which have been received by the govern- 
ment stated that the Banshee belonged to the rebels. She appears to have been 
captured by an army transport inst^ of a vessel belonging to the naval service, 
and it is presumed to be owing to this fact that the papers which have been re* 
ceived at this department firom the Secretarjr of the Navy, in compliance with 
my accustomed mquiries, feul, on examination, to ^ve the Aill and exact in* 
formation which was expected, and which is needed to enable me to give the 
explanations which your notes require. On discovering this deficiency, I have 
lost no time in caUin^ on the proper agents to supply the information wanted, 
and I expect to be able to recur to the subject after a few days. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

B%ht Hon. LoBD Lyoxs, ^ ^ Ijfc 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyoM. 



Department op Statb, 

WashingtoM, January 20, 1864. 

My Lord : I have already had occasion to apologize to your lordship for un- 
avoidable delays of attention to such of your lordship's favors as were received 
during mv recent absence from the department on a short visit to the State of 
New Tork. 

Among those favors was a note which was addressed to me, on the 23d of 
Decemb^ last, by you on the subject of the alleged violation of the sovereignty 
of Great Britain, m May last, by Captain Trenchard, of the United States 
steamer Ilhode Island, in the chase of the blockade runner Margaret and Jessie. 

That transaction was first brought to the notice of this department by the 
consul of the United States resimng at Nassau, in a despatcn written on the 
IGth of May last [38th Congress, Ist session, House Ex. Doc No. 1, page 
644.] The case having been made the subject of communication (oral, if I 
remember rightly^ between your lordship and myself, I had the honor to inform 
you, by a note oearing date on the 16th of June last, [38th Congress, 1st 
session. House Ex. Doc No. 1, pace 644,] that Captain TVcnchard, in writing 
of the chase of the Margaret and Jessie to the United States consul at Nassau, 
says that he did not chase that vessel within British jurisdiction. I added that, 
if reports should be made conflicting with this statement, I should think they 
would prove to be erroneous, as Captain Trenchard had been distinguished for 
his caution and correct exercise or his authority. Nevertheless, I concluded 
with saying that if it should appear that any act of hostility or of pursuit was 
committed within the maritime jurisdiction of Great Britain, the act would be 
disavowed, and ample redress would be promptly given. 

In reply to this note, the honorable Mr. Stuart, charged with the conduct of 
her Majesty's legation here, in your lord^hip'a absence, on the 12th of Septem- 
ber last, [38th Congress, 1st session. House Ex. Doc No. 1, page 693,] ad- 
dressed to me a note, in which he stated that the evidence which had been laid 
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Mr. Sewmrd U Lord Ly9m9. 

DBPABTMS.Tr or Statb, 

My Lobd: OntbeSthof Jboiutt instant I infoniiedyow lordship 
attention of this goTemment was senonslj directed to the sabject of the impria- 
onment of the master and ciew of the steamer Banshee, a Teasel which had beeft 
captured in an attempt to nm the blockade, and which had been represented bj 
you to be a British vesseL ^ 

It is known to this government, from evidence which has been commanicated 
to her Majesty's government, that the pretended insurgent anthorities at Bkh * 
mond are directly engaged in importing ordnance and supplies and hiexnorti]^ 
cotton and tobacco through the mockade, in vessels sometimes owned and some* 
times chartered by themselves, under the disguise of neutral merchantmen ; and 
that instructions are given by them to their agents encaged in sudi trade to eon* 
ceal the belligerent diaracter of their navi^oors, and to simulate in all cases the 
aentral character of British vessels. It has been further made known to her 
Mijesty 's government that enterprises of the nature I have indicated are b^;ini 
in, and prosecuted from, and return at last into, many of the British colooial 
ports, as well as into the ports withm the British realm. 

It has also been made known to her Majesty's government that rdeased 
blockade runners have availed themsdvea of tueir freedom to contrive and exe- 
cute the crimes of murder and piracy within the harbors and on board of veesda 
of the United Sutes ; and that, for uiis reason, it has been deemed necessary to 
institute a rigorous investication into the character of all persons who are foimd 
on board of captured vessels in the act of violating the blockade, before they can 
be set at liber^. 

Such an investigation has been made in the case of the officers and crew of 
the Banshee. 

That vessel was captured on the 21st day of November last, by a war trans- 
port of the United States, in attempting to enter Wilmington. Her papers were 
all understood to have been thrown overboard, and the captain stated that he 
had so thrown them overboard. She had a so-called confederate flag ; and it is 
stated that this flag was flyii^S when the vessel was captured. She was buQt 
at the yard of Jones, Quiggin £ Co., in Liverpool, and, while her constructioQ waa 
going on, she was repeat^ly reported to this government by our consul at that 
place as bdne built like the Alexandra and Alabama and Florida, for piratical 
purposes, and this suspicion hai been communicated to the naval officers in our 
blockading squadron. She was upon these crounds reported to the navy as an 
insurgent vessel, and the imprisonment of her officers and crew was ordered 
under a belief or suspicion that this was her true character. TIm suspicion was 
strengthened by the fact that, on her trial in the prize court, no person came to 
daim either the vessel or the cargo. 

The inqniry which has been made resulto in the following fitcts: that she 
was not a privateer or insurgent vessel, but was owned in England and employed 
in running the blockade on account of British subiecta. 

It-is not yet known by whom she was chartered or freighted on the voyage in 
which she was captured. It does not appear whether the pretended insurgent 
authorities in Richmond were concerned in the voyage or not. Jonathan Steele, 
the captain, is an Endishman. He has run the blockade eight times, and has 
been captured and released twice. 

Richard Armstrong, an Irishman, was chief steward, and has once before nm 
the blockade. 

Thomas Bums, a British subject, bom in Nassau, has onoe nm the blockade. 
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John Bjfordy an Englishman* has twke nin the blockada. 

John Byrnes* an Iri^man, has ran the blockade onoe. 

Charles Bethel is a negro lad and Biitiah subject 

W. Campbell, an Irishman* has nm the blockade six timet. 

Christopher Connor* a ship's boj* was bom in IdverpooL 

John ENiff* an Englii^hman* has ran the blockade twice. 

Jerry Driscoll* an Irishman* has twice ran the blockade. 

Roger Donnelly* a Scotchman* has ran the blockade seven times. 

James Erskine* chief engineer* has twice ran the blockade. 

Nathan Erskine* a Scotchman* has ran the blockade once. 

F. Foley is an American tnutor and insurgent. 

Adam French* an Englishman* has ran the blockade twice. 

Cecil Gardner* an Iri^man, has ran the blockade twice. 

David Hoaston, a Scotchman* has ran the blockade twice. 

Owen Haghes* a Welshaian* has ran the blockade once. 

Samael Johnson, a:i Irbhman* has ran the blockade twice. 

Robert McKeon* a Scotchman* has ran the blockade throe Umea. 

James Kenny* an Irishman* has ran the blockade foar times. 

James Kamichan and William Lindsay are Scotchmen* each of whom has rao 
the blockade once. 

J. McGiillnm* a Scotchman* has ran the blockade twice. 

Samael McCann, an Iriishman, has run the blockade onoe. 

William Miller* Britbh subject, a native of New Brunswick* has run the 
blockade six times. 

James McCaffirey* a native of laverpool* has ran the blockade twice. 

Walter McDonald* a Scotchman* has ran the blockade four times. 

Con. McClusky* an Iri5hman* has run the blockade twice. 

William Marshal is a British subject 

John A. Power* an Irishman, h:is run the blockade twice. 

H. E. Rover is a German, and not a British subject. 

AUan Smith is an Irishman. He has ran the blockade twice. 

Richard Sherrin, an Irishman* has run the blockade twice. 

Thomas Sherridan, an Irishman* has ran the bloclcade three times. 

John Thompson* boru in France* but claims to be a British subject; he has 
run the blockade once. 

John Watson was bora in Ireland; has ran the blockade four times. 

Valentine Walsh is an Englishman* who has run the block«ide twice. 

Thomas White* an Irishman* has ran the blockade twice. 

Malcolm Wilke, an Englishman, has run the blockade once. 

In view of the facts thus ascertained, all of these persons, except F. Foley, 
who is an insurgent, will, under the circumstances, be released from their con- 
finement. But I think it proper to inform your lordship that all of them will 
be held under vigilant surveillance as dangerous persons, whose residence in 
this country cannot be permitted; and they will all be expected to leave the 
United States within nfleen days after their discharge from custody. I think 
j it proper, also* to say that, in all cases where blockade runners are hereafter 

I* captured, during the present insurrection* the character of the parties will be 

subjected to a severe scratiny, and they will receive such a disposition as the 
public safety shall at the time seem to require. 

I have the honor to be* with high consideration* your lordship's obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Loan Lyons, 4ic., fc, ^c 
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Lord Lfom U Mr. Sewmrd. 

Washinoto!! » January 30, 1864. 

8iB : I lost no time in oommimicating to the governor general of Oanadft tbo 
note diucd the 13th instanU in which 70a did me the honor to inform me that 
you considered it possible that John 0. Braine and others, fn|itiTe8 from the 
justice of the United States, might have taken rcfoge in Cana^ and that yo« 
would theiefore ask that the neccssarj measnrcs shoold be taken bj the 
Canadian anthorities for their extradition, in pnrsoance of the 10th article of 
tie treaty of Washington. 

The goTcmor general has informed me, in reply, that he has refened this 
application to the law officers of the crown in Canada for thdr report. 

The governor general had not any reason to sappose that any of the persona 
named had come within Canadian jurisdiction. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideratioD, fir, yoor most obedient 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwasd, S^e^ Sge^ Iffc 



Mr, Seward to Lard Lyan$. 



Dbpartmbxt op Statb, 

Washin^Bt February 1, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
20th ultimo, asking, on behdf <^ her Majesty's government, for information as 
to the grounds of the seizure of the schooner Etta, owned by Messrs. 6. 
Renonard & Co., of Nassau, at New York, in the autumn of last year. I have 
the honor to inform your lordship that I have referred the matter to the proper 
department. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^, S^e^ Ijfe. 



Mr, Seward to Lord Lyon$. 

[Memoraaduoi.] 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb» 

Washington^ February 2, 1864. 
The Secretary of State, having taken into consideration the copy of a report 
of the 13th ultimo, addressed to his honor Major General Doyle, administrator 
of the government of Nova Scotia, by Attorney General J. W. Johnston, givinr 
a summary of the result of the evidence in the cases of Doctors Almon and 
Smith, and Mr. Keith, charged with having obstructed the execution of a 
warrant issued by the mayor of Halifax against G^rge Wade and others, and 
the nrinted copy of a phonographic report of the testimony contained in a 
supplement to the Halifax Reporter, both of which papers were lefk at the 
pepartmeut of SUite by Lord Lyons yesterday, finds that there are passages 
in the former which seem to call for comment; but the odmment will be leserved 
until it is known whether the Chesapeake will be restored to its owners, any 
one of the pirates arrested and surrendered, or whether any one of the rescuen 
shall receive the punishment due to his eourso» as atonement to the Unitod 
States. 
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Mr. SewardU Lord LyomB* 

DBPAmiBifT OP Statb» 

WatJkmgUm. February % 1864. 

Uy Lord : I regret the necesdty of ngidn calliog joar attention to the 
Sioux Indians fiom the United States wIm have taken reAige in the British 
territories to the north of the State of Minnesota. According to information 
receiTed from the War Department, those Indians, after having been fed ibr 
some months by order of Governor Dallas, at Fort Garry, have at length been 
induced to retam within United States limits, upon the condition of being 
furnished with food for a considerableperiod ; and also with powder, to the ex* 
tent of at least one pound a man. Tnese savages will thus be r^ j ia the 
aprlng to renew their onslaughts on the frontiers of the United States. It 
seems to me that this government has a r^ht to expect of her Hajest^'a gov* 
emmeut that a force mil be stationed at Fort Gany, or elsewhere, sufficient to 
prevent these Indians from violating the neutrality of British territory Vf 
screening themselves there, or that, when they are driven beyond our frontier^ 
they will not be furnished with such supplies as will enable them to condnue 
robbing and murdering citizens of ihe Uniu*d States. 

I have the honor to be, with high cousideraUon, your lordship*s obedieDt 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. S£ WABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, tgc^tfCntfe. 



Mr. Seward to LordLyotu. 



Department op State, 

WoihingUm^ February 2, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the hJMMMr to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
23d ultimo, and. its aocompanimeait, reladve to an order of Migor Gknend Dix 
for the appointment of a military commission to faivestigate Uie cases of oer^ 
sons arrested and detained at Fort LafiEtyette and Fort Warren, other tnan 
prisoners of war and convicts. I have oonmiunicated a copy of the papers to 
the Secretary of War, and I shall have the honor to communicate with your 
lordship after conferring with him upon the subject 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
0ervant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Bi|^t H<m. Lord Lyons, tfCn^e^ke. 



Mr. Seward io Lori^hyouo. 



Department op Stati» 

WaMhimgUm, February 2, 1864. 

My Lord : Tour note of the 30th December last, rehtivo to the case of the 
Vicior, captured by the United States steamer Juniata, has been taken iatD 
further consideratbn in connexion with a communicatioB from the Navy De- 
partment upon the subject The eonchision arrived at is, that there is no sufll- 
dent gnrand for the interference of the ezecuUve government fitr the purDOse 
of arrarting the ordinal/ course of judicial proceeding Oapten as weP 
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daimsmtfl hare rights wbich are tecared to tfiem bjUw. The power to wit oi p a 
a prise withoat trial can, in the President's opiobn, oiilj be justifiably ex- 
ertiaed in cxtraoidiiuurf ekar and nnanestionable cases. Hr. BoyiiliM. the 
United States attorney at Key West* deemed it his datj to appeal to die Sii* 
pieme Court from tbe decision of the United States eonrt there. If» bowever* 
cither part/ should suppose that further proof would strengthen the probabiBly 
of the final decision in thdr &vor, it Is competent for the oapreme Govt to i»* 
cciye such proof. 

I have the honor to be* witb high eonuderation* yonr lordship's obedieBi 

senrantt 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABDL 

Bight Hon. LoBD Lyons, 8fe^ ^e^ ^ 



Mr. ArtUSUU tm Lcrd Lgm*. 

[Despatch referred to In Ur. Seward's note of Mardi 11, 1864, addrened to Laid Ijeea] 

BamsH CoxsiXATB, 

New York, February 6. 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to call your lorddhin's attention to sone cn^ 
cumstances connected with the treatment of the Britisa subjects imprisoiied at 
Fort Lafayette, for such action thereon as yonr lordship may think fit. 

The fort, which is surrounded by water at 9ome short distance from the nudn 
land, is a structure of moderate sixe, and, apparcntly« of limited aeeommoda- 
tions for the number of prisoners (now, I believe, about 125 or 130) and die 
garrison contained therein. It is not fitted for the purpose of a jail, with 
ticparate rooms or apartments for tbe prisoners, or supplied with those ne 
^ary conveniences with which ordinary jails are fumislied ; the prisonen 
c-onsenueutly confined in the casemates, in parties or squads of eleven or n 
according to the size of the casemate, and I presume some sort of classificatioii. 
of the prisoners. These consbt of merchants, confederate prisoiier8» 8dloi8». 
substitute crimps, and otbers. 

From statements made to me by some of the nrisoners, on the 29t]i mltkKS 
when I visited the fort, and by others to Mr. Edwards, the vice-eoiisiil» on a^ 
subsequent visit, it appears that in the casemate, for instance^ in whi^ Mr 
Eneas and lilr. Rooke are confined, and which is about twenty-five feet kag^. 
and fifteen feet wide, there are» in all, eleven persons. This room baa a fire* 
place at one end, and is lighted by two small, barred windows, one at dtber- 
side of the chimney. The bedsteads are hinged, and fold up against the wdl> 
in the day time, on either side cf the room, to afibrd space to move about iD» 
and for a Email table about three and a half feet long by two feet widk. Wbc&i 
the beds are let down at night, there is but a narrow passage between ibcm.. 
There are no chairs, or rather were none nntil yesterday, when, by special pci^ 
mission of General Dix, I sent one down for the use <^ Mr. Itooke. Tliere ia 
but one small wash hand-basin for the use of the whole party. They bave tbe 
privilege of using a tub for bathing, in common with the occupants of another 
casemate, but, from indecency of exposure and want of privacy, it is of little 
nse. 

In this apartment tbe prisoners are locked np from sunset nntO half-past 
seven ip tlie morning, with an allowance of hw a candle each ni^t, bat no 
candlestick. During the day tbcy are allowed to walk in a jMrt of one side ef 
tbe quadrangle on the shady side of the fort. As the privies are mddy eoiH 
structcd on the terrace outside the fort, oveibanging the sea, the prisonen, as 
their necessities require, are taken out thither in parties of fiinr or nore^ udor 

99 tf^ 
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the duuge of a teatiy. At niglit a backet is placed in tbe casemate for eommoQ 
use, as the piisonen, when once locked up, are not allowed to go outnde the 
fort for the calls ef natmra 

This description apjAies more or less to the other casemates, except that 
these* according to their sixes, contain a larger number of prisoners. The room 
is cleaned by the prisoners in torn ; the7 all, or as the^ may arrange among 
themselves, bring in their own coal and water. There is a common eating or 
moss-room, bnt Uie prisoners in the casemate to which I have above refmed 
asked and obtained the privilege of eating their meals in their own apartments, 
|;oing to the mess-room for the pnrpose of getting their allowances. The food 
IS not deficient in qnantitj, bnC with the exception of bread, b complained of 
as not being palatable. 

It consists of brad, boiled beef served in junks, a coarse bean soup, and, at 
breakfast, cofiTce boiled with sugar or molasses. No milk, butter, or vegetables 
are supplied. None of the prisoners are allowed to purchase or to be supplied 
by their friends with other food. Some articles of food of a better descnption, 
as also tea and sugar, which have been sent to the fort for some of the 
prisoners, have been refiised to be recdved. 

The foregoing statements I make from the relation of prisoners, several of 
whom aro confined on suspicion or accusation (d offences which are yet to be 
established against them, and for which, indeed, it remains to be seen whether 
or nut they are to be brought to trial. They could hardly be dealt with more 
harshly were they under sentence of imprisonment after tnal and conviction. 
Ihave» «.» &c.t 

RM.ABCHIBALD. 

Lord Lyoxs, O. 0. B., 4ic.» 4e^ 4i«. 



Lard Lymu io Mr. Seward. 
[Memormndam— Binihes. ] 

Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons, 29th January, 1864, announces that the master 
and crew will be released. They were, however, still at Fort Lafayette on the 
6th February, 1864. 

Febbuary 9i 1864. 



Lord Ljfom to Mr. Seward. 

Washinotoi«» February 9, 1864. 

Sib : Information of the capture of the British vessel Saxon by the United 
States ship Vanderbilt at Angra Pcqueua, on tlie coast of Africa, has reached 
her Majesty's government from the Cane of Good Hope, and her Miyestj^'s 
government have instructed me to call the attention of the government of the 
United States to the apparently extraordinary circumstance of the capture, at 
so great a distance from American waters, of a British colonial vessel which was 
certainly, her Majesty's government conceive, not exposed to the suspicion of 
contemplating any breach of blockade, or, so far as appears, of carrymg con- 
traband of war to ihe enemies of the tlnitcd States. 

Her Majes^'s gpvcmroent have, moreover, commanded me to request the 
government of the United States cither to direct tho immediate release of the 
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Saxon, with proper compenflaUoD to tlie ownertt or at least to explain the 
groutida on which her seizure and detentioa are supposed to be jnstifi^ 

I hare the hooor to be» with the highest coiisi3eration» sir, your meet 
obedient, homble senran^ 

LYOXa 

Hon. AViLUAM H. 8bw4BII. 



Lard Lyons to iUr. Sewmrd* 

Washington, February 9, 1864. 

SiB: I have this afternoon had the honor to receive your note of the 2d 
instant relative to the Sioux Indians. I will t4Hday forward a copy of it to lier 
3Inie8ty*s goTemment. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest* consideration, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servant 

LY0X8. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 4^ 4^., 4^ 



Mr. Scicard to Lord LyonSm 



Dbpabtmbxt op Statb, 

Watkingtoti, Ftbruary 10, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
yesterday, in which, under the instructions of your government, yon coll the 
attention of the government of the United States to the circumi»t4mce of the 
capture of the British vessel Saxon by the United States ship Vanderbilt, at 
Angra Pequena, on the coast of Africa, and, moreover, request it eithex to 
direct the immediate release of the Saxon, m*ith proper compensation to the 
owners, or at least to explain the grounds on which the seizure and detention 
are supposed to be justified. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that I have made application to the 
Secretory of the Navy for information as to the facts and grounds of the capture* 
and shall have the honor of addressing yon again on the subject when his reply 
reaches me. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient : 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ^e^ ^ ^n. 



Lord LyoHM to Mr. Seward. 

Washixgtox, Fi'lruary 11, 1S64* 
Sib : I had, the da^ before yesterday, the honor to speak to yon on the 
subject of the note which I wrote to yon on the 23d <^ last month, asking for 
information respecting a military commission established at New York, bdSiire 
which it appeared that several British subjects were to be brought for exomlnai* 
tion, and possibly for triaL 

You were so good as to repeat to me the information which you had given me 
on the 2d of this month, that you had referred my note to the Secretary H 
War, b-* ««" "dded that you were not in a position to say more than this. 



516 DIPLOMATIC COBBESPONDENCE. 

I have, as I had tbe honor to state to j(m in person this mornbg, strone 
reasons for desiring to obtain without delay answers to the qnesdons which I 
▼entnred to ask in the note» and I trust, therefore, that 70a will excnse my 
agun calline joor attention to it 

I hat-e ue honor to be» with high consideration* sir» your most obedient 
aenranl* 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewasd, ie^^e^^ 



Mr. Seward to Lard Lymuu 



Dbpartmbxt op Stati 

Wtuhingtaih February 12, 1864. 

Ut Lobd: Becnrring to yonr note of the 2d ultimo, and to my own of the 
3d, relative to the capture of the British schooner the Don Jos^ by the United 
States cruiser Juniata, I hare now the honor to enclose a copy of a communi- 
cation of the 30th ultimo, addressed to me by the Secretary <n the Nary, upon 
the subject, from which it appears that the lulegations of the claimants are not 
borne out by the investisation which has been made. 

I have the honor to be» with high considcratiour your lordship's obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 9fc^ Igc^ l^c 

P. S. — The papers, the return of which was requested, are enclosed. , 



Mr. warn i9 Mr. Seward. 

Navy Department, January 30, 1864. 
Sir: I had the honor to receive your letter of the 4th instant, enclosing a 
copy of a communication of the 2d instant, with accompaniments, from liord 
Lyons, relative to the capture of the British schooner Don Jos^ by the Juniata, 
in July last, and suggesting, with a view to directness in the explanation re* 
quired, that the officer who made the capture be furnished with a copy of the 
letter of Mr. T. J. Boynton, United States attorney at Kev West, of the 15th 
of July last, which was one of the accompaniments to Lord Lvons*s note. 

Your suggestion was carried out without unnecessary delay; and I now 
submit, for your information, a report, dated the ]8Ui instant, from Commander 
J. M. B. Clitz, the officer who made the capture; also, a report from Acting 
Master J. EL Stimpson, dated the 24th instant, who boarded and examined the 
Don Josd, against whom charges of misconduct were preferred by the master 
and others of the vesseL Please return these reports to this department after 
you shidl have fimshed with them. 
Very respectfully, kc^ 

GIDEON WELLES* 

Secretary qftie Kavy. 
Hon. WiLUAM n. Sbwaed. 

Secretary ^Sw. 
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Cbmmmder (Xit U Mr, WdUu 

Unitbd States Stbambs Oscbola» 

BotUm Nacff Yard, January 18, lS6i. 

Sir: In compliance with the department's order of the Sth insunt. I have 
the honor to submit the following sapplcmental report, relative to the captuie 
of the English schooner Don Jose bj the United States steamer Joniata, ander 
my command, on the 2d of Jnlj last. 

The Don Jos^ was seen aboot 7 a. m. of the 2d, and overhaoled. Upon ex- 
amination I found bat one person, the master, to be English; the others, crew 
and passengers, were Spaniards. She had no log-book, no letter of instmcrkms, 
no course printed on the chart, and her papers were imperfect 

I marked the imnerfect papers, to call the attention of the United States 
district attorney to tnem, and sent tnem by the prize-master. In what way the 
papers were imperfect I cannot at Uiis time say, but the imperfections were all 
pomted out to tne prize-master. 

Among the papers found on board was one stating that her cargo was intended 
for the Confederate States ; and she also had a considerable quantity of confede- 
rate money on board. 

The Don Josd was formerly the pilot^boat Edna Jones, of Key West, and as 
such had, I was informed, run the blockade previous to my seizure of her. 

Gonsidenng all the circumstances, I was oonvinced that she intended running 
the blockade at some point on the coast, and feh-it my duty to send her to the 
nearest port for trial, which port was Key West 

The crew and passengers were treated kindly, and no complaints Were made 
by any one, to my knowledge, of improper conduct on the part of the boarding 
officer and crew. Our ensign was flying before I fired the gun to brine the 
schooner by the wind, and I have no knowledge of the English ensign being 
hauled down at any time; 

Of the conduct of the prize-master and crew after parting company with the 
Juniata I, of my own knowledge, know nothing; but upon my arrival at Key 
West, some weeks after, I learned that the prize-master. Acting Master D. dr. 
Taylor, had been sent north by Acting Bear- Admiral Baily for drankenness, and 
subsequently dismissed the service. 

I regret that I am now separated from the officers of the Juniata, from whom 
statements might be had which would perhaps be of use to the government 

Acting Master J. H. Stimpson, United States navy, now, I K'lieve, attached 
to the United States steamer Wachusetts, was the ooarding officer at the time 
of the said capture. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. B. OLITZ, 
Commander United SuUe$ Kavf. 

Hon. GfDBON Welles, 

Secretary qftAe Kat^, Wa$k{ngtmh D. CL 



Aiding Matttr StfuyuM to Mr. Wdlm. 

Philadelphia, January 24, 1864. 

Sir: In obedience to your order of the 22d instant, I beg to submit the 
following statement conccniing the charges the captain, crew, and passengers of 
the Don Jos<S prefer against me: 

After a careful perusal of the documents sent me, I find as follows: That I 
am charge! with treating the crew and passengers of the Don Jon6 in an on- 
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neccfsarilj Lar&b and crad manner, and* wliikt jBcardiing tbe trnnk of one 
Abiel, of taking therefrom tbe snm of «£5,000 in Bank of England notes, and« 
upon bid requesting me to give bim a receipt for tbe same, my reply was, **Gro 
to hell!'* al;so, that I took from him all his private lettei*s and papers, together 
Trith about SdOO in cash; also, that upon bis leaving tbe Den Jos^ to go on 
board the Juniata I took from him by force some sixteen dozen silver thimbles, 
also a purse, containing S36 in cash, belonging to tbe cook ; and also, after 
putting tbe prize crew on board tbe Don Jose, I loaded tbe boat with liquor 
and provisions, and returned with it so loaded to the Juniata. 

To all of which I reply: That I received orders from Commander Clitz to 
board and examine thoroughly a suspicious schooner which we had given chase 
to. In obedience to bis orders I proceeded on board, accompanied by Acting 
Master's Mate W. O. Ordway. On reaching tbe schooner I informed the captain 
as to whom I was and why I had boarded him, and requested him to allow me 
to examine his papers. After some conversation with his passengers he showed 
me his articles, manifest, and clearance, and 1 found bis cargo to consist of one 
hundred bags of salt, a few bales of cotton, and several demijohns of rum. 
Thicking that all was not right, I concluded to overhaul tbe schooner, and in 
doine so, in the presence of tbe captain and bis passengers, I found in a trunk 
which the owner opened at my request a written agreement to deliver the one 
hundred bags salt tnen on board in tbe Confederate States of America. Think- 
ing that was enough to warrant my dcUiining tbe vessel until I could report the 
facts to tbe captain, I returned to the Juniata with tbe captain and bis papers, 
leaving Mr. Ordway on board tlie Don Josd — fearing that they might have 
other papers which they might destroy in my absence — and reported these facts 
to the captain. The agreement in regard to the salt having been more carefully 
translated by an officer on boai-d tbe Juniata, there appeared to be no doubt that 
it was their intention to run the blockade with the salt 

I was then ordered by tbe captain of the Juniata to continue the search on 
board the Don Jos6; I did so, but found nothing of importance. In regard to 
the <£5,000 in Bank of England notes, and the different sums of t300 and $30 
in cash, which this Abiel says I took from him, together with sixteen dozen 
silver thimbles, I reply that I saw no such money, nor did I even bear of there 
being any such money on board, nor did he ask me for any receipt-^consequently 
all be says in regard to the matter is false. The only money which was found 
on board the schooner was found in a tin box, in the possession of the super- 
cargo, and consisted of a few dollars in gold and silver, and a roll of confederate 
currency ; this the supercargo retained in his possession until it was sealed up 
with the papers founa on board the Don Jes^, and delivered to the prize-master. 
The passengers and crew, on being transferred to the Juniata, were allowed to 
take thehr personal effects with them* (widi the exception of several bottles of 
liquor,) without any opposition from m^ In recard to the charge of loading 
the Juniata boat with provisions and liquor, I would state that nothing whatever 
was taken from the Don Josd by me or the boat's crew. 

Hopinr that this explanation will prove satisfactory, I have the honor to be 
your obeoient servant^ 

J. n. STIMPSON. 
Acting Master United States Kavy. 

lion. GiDBoif Wbllbs, 

Secretary ^the Naty, WaAingtonf D. (X 

Forwardt C. K. 8TBIBLING. 

CommandeTf 
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Mr* Seward !• Lard Lymu* 

Dbpaktmbnt op Statb. 

WaMngiQM, FiArmttry 12, 1864. 

My Lord: IhaTetliebonortoicciirtoyoiircommanicatkAoftlMSSdiiltiiii^ 
requesting informatioD concerning a miliUuy commiSBion for the inTesll^^oQ of 
the cases of certimi persons arrested and detained at Forts La&jetle and Wanea. 
and to acknowledge the receipt of yonr note of yesterday npon the same snbieet. 
Having submitted to the Secretary of War, with a view to bong enabled to 
supply year lordship with the desired inibnnationt a copy of your first eomani* 
nication, 1 haFethehoniHr to enclose, in reply, a copy of a letter of dw 3d instant 
npon the subject, addressed to me by Brigadier General &. 3. Ganhj on bdialf 
<^ the Sccretarr of War. 

Regretting the delay which has occnrred in responding to your lordddp's in* 
qniries, I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my loid, yonr obedkni 
servant, WILLIAM H. S£WARD. 

Bight lion. LoBD Lyons, 4^ 4^ ^c 



Geacrsl Ccalf t# Jfr. Stwmrd. 

Wab Dbpabtmbmt, 
Watkim§tam CUy, FAnutnf \ 1864. 

Sib : The Secretary of War instructs mc to acknowledge the leoeqpl of yonr 
letter of the 2d instant, communicating the cony of a note of the 2^ nltimOi man 
Lord Lyons, relative to an order iMC^ by Major General Dix far the apDoin&- 
ment of a military commission to investigate the cases ai persona arrested and 
detained at Forts Layfayette and Warren other than prisoners of war and oon- 
victs, and, in reply to the questions submitted in the note of Locd Lyons, to aay 
that persons brought before the commission will be tried for violadon of the 
laws <^ war, and that every facOity of defence will be affoided then* with the 
privilege of counsel, witnesses, dee. 

I have the h<mor to be your obedient servant^ 

EDWARD IL & GANBT, 

Bngadiar Gtmawii. A.A.G. 
Tub SbcbbtaHy op 8tatb» 

Wiukmgiom,D. C. 



Mr* Seward to Lord Lyotw. 

Dbpabtmbnt op Stati; 

WoikimgUm. Febnmry 13, 1864. 

MyLobd: I have the Inmor to acknowledge the reedpl of yonr memonndom 
of the 8th instant, relative to the release <rfUie master aoid crew of the captnrod 
British steamer Banshee, and, in reply, to enclose herewith to yon the oopr of a 
letter of yesterday, addressed to this denartment by the Seer^uj of the Navy, 
fipom which it wiU be seen that he has directed the discharge of all of the crew 
of the Banshee except F. Foley, who makes no daim to be a Biitiah or fbiein 
subject, and Jonathan Steele, the master of that vessel who is reported to the 
Navy Department to be an American. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, yonr Iotdahip*a obeSent 
servant, 

WILUAM h. sewabd. 

Bight noa Loan Lyomb, tfen9gtn^c. 
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JUr. Welki to Mr. Seward. 

Navy Dbpartmbnt, FArmmry 12, 1864. 

Sis : I Imt9 tbe bonor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your letter of tlie 9ih instant 
In rela^on to the foreigners captured on board the Banshee. In accordance with 
yoiir rccommendatkni, I have directed the discharge of all mentioned in the list 
enclosed to me exeeptins Foley and Jonathan St^le. The order for their dis- 
charge is withhdd tor Ui^ reason that the former was bora in Baltimore* and 
makes no claim to bo a British or foreign subject, and the latter, although claim* 
ittg to be a British subject, does not make oath to thtsl efleet He was the 
nuister of the Banaheeb and it was reported to the department that he is an 
Ammcan. 

Venr fespectfull Yi &c 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Seereiary of the Navy. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd^ 

Sccr^ary of State. 



Lord Lyomt to Mr. Seward. 

Wasoinoton, FArmary 15, 1864. 

Sib : It is with great reerct that I find myself again eaDed upon to remon* 
strata asainst restrictions placed upon the trade between New Toi^ and places 
within Uie Qneoi's dominions. 

I beg you to give your serious attention to the enclosed extraets firom despatches 
from her Maies^a consul at New York, and I trust that some measures will 
be taken wit&ooft delay to remedy, or at least to mitigate^ d^ grievances which 
are set forth in them. 

, I have the hcmor to be, with the highest consideration, ar, your most obedient, 
Irambk serfanU 

LYONS- 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ifCf^dfc 



1864. 

I have the honor agun to call your lordship's attentioB to tiie restrictions 
imposed on the exportation of merchandise, more espeda^ of breadstufls and 
pcovisiotts, firom tins port to the British provinces ana the Bahamas. 

Since the 1st of January last bonds have been required firom the shippers 
of merchandise firom this port to the British North American nrovinces, sunQar 
to those previously requiral from shippers to the Bahamas. On the 6th instant 
a firesh regulation was adopted, by which, in future, bonds are to be required 
firom the wuuter or owner of the vessel in which the shipment is made, instead 
of firom the owners or shippers of the goods, as, in the great majority of cases, 
the interests of the master and owner of the vessel relate only to the freight, 
Mid have no concern with the ^oods themselves laden on board the vessel. 
TUs regulation will opemte, practically, as an embargo on not a few vessels now 
loading or chartered for the purpose of conveying cargoes of provisions and 
breadstBib to tba British edlonies. 
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Mr. Seward !• Lard Lymu* 

Dbpaktmbnt op Statb* 

WiuhingloM, FArmtnry 12, 18M. 

My Lord: IbaTeUieboDortoi€ciirtoyoiircommniucatk»oftlM23diihiao» 
reqaesting informatioii conceraing a miliUurj commissioD for tbe iiiYesti^^oii of 
the cases of certaio persons arrested and detained at Forts Lafiijetto and Warres* 
and to acknoirlcclge the receipt of yoor note of yesterday upon tlie same snbieet. 
Having submitted to the ScKsretaiy of War» with a view to being enahled to 
supply jonr lordship with the desired information* a copy of your first eomora* 
nication, 1 have the nonor to enclose, in reply, a copy of a letter of the 3d instant 
npon the sabject* addressed to me by Brigadier General &. 3. Ganhj on bdudf 
<^ the Sccretarr of War. 

Regretting the delay which has occurred in responding to your lordddp'a in* 
quiriesy I have the honor to be, with high consideration* my loid, your obedient 
servant* WILLIAM H. S£WARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ifc^ ifc^ifc 



General Otiibif tm Mr. Sewmrd. 

Was DBPARTMBftT, 

WatkiMgton City, Febnuuy X 1S64. 

SiH : The Secretary of War instructs mc to acknowledge the receipt of tout 
letter of the 2d instant, communicating the copy of a note of the 2^ nltimo* nom 
Lord Lyond, relative to an order issued by Maior General Dix far the apmnnt- 
ment of a military commission to investigate the cases of peraona arrested and 
detained at Forts Layfayette and Warren other than prisoners of war and con* 
victs, and, in reply to the questions submitted in the note of Locd Lyons, to aay 
that persons brought before the commission will be tried for violadoii of tM 
laws of war, and that every facility of defence will be affoided them, whh the 
privilege of counsel, witnesses* dec 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

EDWARD JL S. GANBT, 

Brigaditr Gamml. A.A.G. 
Tub SbcrbtaIiy op Statb, 

WoihiMgUmf D. a 



Mr, Seward to Lard Lyotw. 

Department op Stati, 

WoMkirngtom. Febnmry 13, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the reedpt ef yov memonndom 
of the 8th instant* relative to the release of the master and crew of the captured 
British steamer Banshee* and* in reply* to enclose herewith to ywa the copy of a 
letter of yesterday* addressed to this department by the Secretaij of the Navy* 
(rom which it wiU be seen that he has directed the discharge of all of the ciew 
of the Banshee except F. Foley, who makes no dahn to be a British or finein 
subject* and Jonathan Steele, the master of that vessel, who is reported to the 
Kavy Dcpjiurtmcnt to be an American. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, yoor lotdship'a obediont 
servant, 

WILU AM H. SEWARD. 
Vt non. LoBP Lyons, Ifen9gtn^c. 
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JUr. Welki to Mr. Seward. 

Navy Dbpartmbnt, FArmmry 12, 1864. 

Sir: IliaTatlielioQorto acknowledge thereoeipiofToiirletterofUie 9th ixista^ 
in rek^oa to the feieigners captured on board the Banshee. In accordance with 
your recommcndatbB, I ha^e directed the discharge of all mentioned in the list 
enclosed to me exeeptins Foley and Jonathan St^Ie. The order for their dis* 
charge is withhdd m utfi reason that the former was bora in Baltimore* and 
makes no dium to bo a Bridsh or foreign subject, and the latter, although chum- 
ittg to be a British subject, does not make oath to thai eflfeet. He was the 
master of the Bansheeb and it was reported to the department that he is an 
American. 

Venr fespectfull ji &c 

GIDEON WELLES, 

flecrrt arj f ^the Navy. 
Hon. Tf ILUAM H. Sbwabd^ 

Sccr^ary of State. 



Lord hyoM to Mr. Seward. 

Wasoinoton, Feirmary 15, 1864. 

Sir : It is with great renet that I find myself again eaDed upon to remon- 
strate asainst restrietions placed upon the trade between New York and places 
within Uie Qoeen'a dominions. 

1 beg you to giro jour serious attention to the enclosed extracts firom despatches 
from her Maiestj's consul at New York, and I trust that some measures will 
be taken wi^bout delay to remedy, or at least to mitigate^ the grievances which 
are set forth in them. 

^ I have the honor tobe,with the highest con8idera&m,rir, your most obedient* 
humble serraiiU 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAX H. Sbward, ^Cf ^ ^ 



1864. 

I have the honor again to call your lordship's attention to the restrictions 
imposed on the exportation of merchandise, more espeda^ of breadstufls and 

1 1ft^l>*iy*y#i 



piovi^mis, from this port to the British provinces and the ] 

Since the 1st of January last bonds have been required from the shippers 
of merchandise 'from this port to the British North American nrovinces, sunilar 
to those previously requiral from shippers to the Bahamas. On the 6th instant 
a fresh regulation was adopted, by which, in future, bonds are to be required 
from the wuuter or owner of the vessel in whidi the shipment is made, instead 
of from the owners or shippers of the goods, as, in the great majority of cases, 
the interests of the master and owner of the vessel reliUe only to the freight, 
and have no concern with the ^oods themselves laden on board the vessel 
This legula^n will opemto, practically, as an embargo on not a few vessels now 
loading or chartered for tho purpose of conveying cargoes of provisions and 
hreadstoffii to the British edlc^es. 



■ -i> m ■■■ ■ tuy 
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I am given to unJersUaid Uial tberecnUtioainqmntimibMbeenma^ 
be powers granted to the coDeetor by the aeoondaectiooof tbeactof Congieaa* 
approved 20tb of Maj, 1862* ebapter 81» wbkb nina aa foDowa : 

** And be it Juriker enacted^ ThMi wbenerer a permit or eleanmee ia granted 
for dtb^a foreign or domestic port, it shall be lawfiil for the eoUeetor of the 
CQStoms granting the same, if be shall deem it necessary nnderthe circnmstaaecs 
of the ease, to require a bond to be exeeoted by the master or the owner of 
the Tessd, in a penalty equal to the valne of the cargo, and with soredes to the 
satisfaction of sadi collector, that the said cargo ahaU be ddivered at the desti- 
nation for which it is cleared or permitted, and that no part thereof shall be 
used in affording aid or comfort to any person or parties agamat the anthority 
ofthe United States.** 

I may remark that to require a shipper of goods, much mora the mere car* 
rier of tnem, to become responsible for tne acta of a consignee In a foreign port* 
is imposing upon them an impossible obligation* In the interests of trade, and 
under the diversified grounds of tide to property specified in a bill of lading the 
term ** consignee*' comprehends a number and variety of persona over whom the 
carrier has no control, and apon whom he cannot embroe the obaervance of the 
prescribed r^ulatioa. 



ZxtrmafnmMr. Cmttwi ArdubM^s itsftaA^ ^Ftknmjf 10^ 1801 

Beferring to my despatch of jeaterday's date, respecting the restrktiona oa 
the shipment of merchandise from this port to the British provinces and Baha- 
mas, I nave the honor to transmit herewith the enclosed, tor your in&nnation» 
a copy of a note received by me from the collector of customs, in reply to anote 
addressed by me to him, inquiring whether the r^ulation reqmring Ixuida firom 
the masters or owners of vessels was to be enfor<^ in respect to shipments to 
aU oi the British North American provinces and West India islands, or to some* 
and which of them, only. 

From the terms of the collector's note, it would appear that the enforcement 
of the restriction is discretionary with the collector, according to the circom* 
stances of each case ; that it may therefore be enforced in respect of clearanoea 
for European as well as American or West India ports ; but that bonds in all 
cases of clearances for the ports indicated by me are not absolutely required by 
any general regulation or order to that effect 

Judging, however, from the number of the remonstrances against the rcstrio* 
tion, as well as from the course pursued at the customs, the requirement of bonds 
appears thus £ir to have been enforced in respect of all clearances for the Bahap 
mas and the British North American provinces, excepting Newfoundland. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 



Dbpart»bnt of Statb, 

WoMhiMgUm, February 17, 1864. 
Hy Lord : With reference to your communication of the 6th ultimo, respect- 
ing the restrictions upon trade between New York and Newfoundknd, by the 
exaction of bonds, I nave the honor to state that it appears fironl the report of 
the Treasury Department upon the subject, tiiat having reason to believe thai 
shipments from New York for Newfoundland were intended for the Bermudas 
ana Nassau* as their ultimate dcstination» and for the purpose of evading the 



522 BIPLOMATIC C0SRESP05DEKCS. 

reqiubreiiient of bonds for shipmeDts to the last-oamed plmces* bonds were* in one 
or two instances only* some months ago» rcairired on cargoes for Newfoundland. 
TLat requirement bas, however, now been discontinned. 

I haye the honor to be, with high consideration* jonr lordship's obedieni 
Benranl» 

WILUAM H. SEWAKD. 

Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, l^^^^c 



Ur. Seward U Lord Lyaiu. 



Dbpaktmrnt op Statb, 

WatkimgUnh February 17, 1864. 
Uy Lord : With reference to yonr note of the 20th ultimo, in which, under 
the instructions of her Majesty's government, you ask for information as to the 

f rounds of the seizure at New York, in the autumn of last year, of the schooner 
tta, and as to the steps taken by this government to establish its legality 
against the British owners who claim the vessel, I have the honor to enclose 
herewith the copy of a communication of the 12th instant, addressed to this 
department by tne Secretary of the Treasury, to whom the matter was referred. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
servant. 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, ifs^ 9fc^ igc 



Mr. CkuM U Mr. Seward. 

Tbbascby Dkpabtmbnt, February 12, 1864. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a letter from the assist- 
ant collector of New York, received in response to your letter of inquiry of the 
30th ulUmo, concerning the seizure of the British sdiooner Etta, alleged to have 
been made at New York in the autumn of last year. 
I am, respeetfiilly, 

S. P. CHASE, 
Secretary rfihe JVeoiury. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, > 

Secretary ^Stmte^ ^^ ^n ^c 



A$$igUnU CoUutm' dlmck !• JTr. Oum. 

Cd8tom-Hou8B, Nbw Yobk, 

Collector's Office, February 6, 1864. 

Sib : I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2d instant, 
transmitting copy of a letter from the Secretary of Sutc, enclosing copy of a 
communication from Lord Lyons relative to the alleged seizure of the British 
echooner Ett« by the authorities of this port during liut autumn, and requestbg 
A report of the facts In the premises. 
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I do not ^xii tbat rcssd recorded on tlie books of tbit office u baTine be 
»eized, «Dd bare made inquby of tbe United States mambal, wbo bas no knowl* 
edge of sncb seizure. 

\exy re? pectfnllTt yonr obedient serrantt 

a P. CLINCH. 
AuitUuU CUledor. 
Hon. S. P. Cbasb, 

SecrtUiry qf ike TVeomry. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 

Dbpaktmbnt or Statb, 

WoMkingUm, February 19, 1864. 

Uy Lord : Sccnrring to your note of tbe 9th instant* whicb relates to the 
capture of the Britbh vessel Saxon by the United Sutes ship Vanderbilt, at 
Anpa Pequena, on the coa«t of Africa* and in which you inform me that her 
Majesty's government have conmianded you to request the government of the 
United States cither to direct the immediate release of the Saxon, with proper 
compensation to the owners, or at least to explain the grounds on which ner 
seizure and detention arc supposed to be justified. I have the honor to endose^ . 
in reply, a copy of a letter of the 15th instant, from the Secretary of the Navy^ 
from which it appears that Commander C. II. Baldwin, commanding the Van- 
derbilt, reports that he seized the Saxon for having on board a portion of the 
cargo of the American bark Conrad, which vessel bad been captured by the 
piratical steamer Alabama, and that the Saxon is now in the hands of the 
district court for the southern district of New York for adjudica&n. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedieot 
servant, 

WILLDLU K SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, ^x^ ^ ige. 



Mr. Wtlhtto Mr. Stwmri. 

Navy Department, Fthruary 15, 1864* 
SiB : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lOlIi 
instant, enclosing a copy of a note addressed to you by Lord Lyons relatiye to 
the capture by the United States steamer Vanderbilt, at Angra Fequena, of the 
British bark Saxon, and requesting to be furnished with any information poa- 
sessed by this department as to the facts and grounds of the capture. 

From a report of Commander C. H. Baldwin, commanding the Vanderbilt, it 
appears that ho seized the bark Saxon at Angra Pequena, on the 30di of 
October, 1S63, for having on board about one hundred and sixty bales of wool 
and goat-skins, which were a part of the cargo of the American bark Conrad* 
which vessel had been captured by the piratical steamer AUbama a short time 
previous, and had landed her cargo at Angra Pequena, and had been converted 
into a piratical cruiser (the Tuscaloosa.) 

The Saxon was sent in charge of a prize crew to New Yoik, and is now ia 
the hands of the district court tnere. 
Very respoctfolly, &c^ 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary oftko Natf. 
Hon. William H. Srwabd, 

Secretary ifState^ ^^ ifc^ IfO. 
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Lord Lyom io Mr. SetoarJL 

WASHlNGTOlf, February ]9» 1864. 

Sia: I bave the boiior to acknowledge the receipt of the note dated the dnj 
before veaterday, in which, in reply to a note which I addressed to jou on the 
6th of last month* yon have been so good as to inform me that it had indeed 
been deemed necessary in one or two instances to reqnire bonds on shipments 
firom New York to Newfoundland, but that this requirement had been discontin- 
ued. The information whidi yon have thus been so obliging as to convey to me 
confirms a report to the same effect which I received some time ago from her 
Miyesty's consul at New York. Yon will, however, have learned from die ex- 
tracts DTom more recent despatches from the same consid which were enclosed 
In the note which I had the honor to address to you on tho 15th instant, that 
restrictions of a still more onerous character are now imposed upon shipments 
from New York to several of her Majesty's possessions. The copies or extracts 
enclosed herewith firom letters from merdiants at New York will give yon more 
detafled information on the subject, and will, in particular, bring to your notice 
the vay great hardships which are produced by the restrictions on shipments to 
Nova iScotia and New Brunswick. 

I have the honor to be with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient 
• hnmUe lervantv 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLLUM H. Sbwakd, fgc^ifCnS. 



M€i$r$. Hmnttr 4r C9. to Aer BriUtumU Mnjeii§'s Consul, Jrekihuld. 

New York, February 6, 1864. 

8ia: We have been engaged forthis last twenty-five^earsin the transaction of 
business with Halifax, N. d. and other jx)rts in the British provinces. 

We have been in the habit of shipping American produce, &C., mostly required 
for the consumption of the fisheries. Since the 1st January last the custom, 
house authorities required bonds of the shippers, with two real estate owners for 
double the amount, to produce landing certificates of captain, mate and con- 
signees, that the goods were intended for consumption. Xesterday a new order 
was made by the custom authorities, requiring the capUun of the vessel to give 
a bond for double the amount of the cargo, with two real estate owners in the 
district 

This new regulation will, in our opinion, put an efficient stoppage to the 
trade, which is a valuable one for this oountrr, and annually increasing. It 
wOl drive the trade from this port to Montreal, Hamburg, &c. It is of great 
interest to tho formers, millers, and receivers of produee. The two latter would 
willingly unite in a memorial to withdraw the restrictions as far as we are con- 
eeme£ We know the goods go into most respectable hands, and are intended for 
the trade of the provinces; we also know that the goods shipped to Nova 
Soytiaare generally of a coarser description than are used in' the insurgent 
Statei. 

We are» dear dr, fee, &e., k^ 

JAMES HUNTER & CO. 

E. H. AacuiBALD, Esq» ^ 4^ fe. 



--r--* ^r irn i 
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Extna ffm « UiUrffm A. Smiiken kC9.toMr. CmuMi ArduUd. 

63 BfiAVBK Stbbbt, Nbw Yobk, 

February 5, 1864. 

Wo beg to call your attentkm to the yerj oppresnro and* as it appoaxa to oa, 
unreasonable nM^uirements at the custom-hoase here, in ttgtcti to shipmenta to 
the British provinces of New Bnmswick and Nova Scotia. 

It is alleged that becaoso goods can be, and ^osti^y have been, shipj^ from 
said provinces to the West Indies, and thcnoe to States in rebellion, it is neces- 
sarj to protect the United States against such business, bj exacting bonds with 
every shipment, with two responsible real estate bondsmen to doaUe the amount 
of the shipment, to provide against sach contingencj. 

We have b^n engacod in the shipping business to these provinoes for a 
period of fifteen years, during which time Uie business thereof nas greatly In* 
creased, of which fact no one is better acquainted than yourself; the slupments of 
one firm alone last year amounted to upwards of $300,000 in value, and we are 
satisfied that none of these goods have been sold for the purpose of being trans- 

Sorted, cither directly or indirectly, to the rebel States; and yet, after goods 
ave passed through two or three liands, and probaUy their original character 
changed, it is almost impossible to sav what has become of them; and it is an 
unreaisooable thing to block the trade of a place with which we are at peace 
merely because a contingency may possibly arise against which we claim it is 
not our business to protect the United States government 

Our business at the custom-house has always been bona fide and aboveboard* 
and will bear the closest and most minute inspection ; and since these bonds 
were exacted we have offered to furnish to any officer who may be appointed 
for such purpose the name of every vessel by which we are about to snip ; we 
have further offered to fhmish the collector with a list of all our consignees, and 
have invited his instructions to the American consuls at the foreign ports* in 
order that they may watch the carsoes on their arrivaL You are weU aware 
that these provinces raise no breadstuffs. Before the operation of the reci^ 
prodtv treaty they imported entirely Canada flotir, large quantities of which 
were /orwarded through New York, in bond. Since this treaty has been in force 
we ship, exclusively, American flour. The operation of the act has thus been 
to change the character of the trade, and the provinces have become dependent 
Upon the United States for their food, and their supplies cannot, in mid-winter* 
be suddenly cut off without entailing actual distress upon the community. 



Extradfrom a letter from Me$$r$. H. J. k C. A. De W^HfU Mr. C0m$wi ArtkikM. 

New York, February 8, 1364, 
We beg, through you, to call the attention of her- Britannic Majesty's repre* 
sentativc at Washington to the recent action of the custom-house authorities hi 
reference to the shipments to the British provinces <^ Nccth America. 

Since January 1, 1364, the custom-house authorities have not permitted 
Americaki produce and other lawful merchandise to be shipped until bonds have 
been given by the shipper that they are intended for consumption in the prov* 
inces, and under no contingency to be reshipped so aa to give aid to the in- 
surgents; but when landing certificates are obtained, we find difficulty in can* 
celling. It is impossible for us to trace coods after they have passed thronrii 
sevcrid hands, and should they run the blockade the shipper is responsible. 
This action of the customs places almost a total prohibition on trade, and is deemed 
a violation of treaty stipulations. On the 6th of February instant the custonu 
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antboriUes declined to receive bonda from the shipper, demanding that the cap- 
tain uf the vcsdcl shonld give bonds, and rd^sing a clearance until. this was done. 

The British brig Stranger, Captain Campbell, was loaded for Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and ready to clear. After three davs' delay at the custom-bonse, the 
master was compelled to sign a bond (of which the following is a copy) in the 
amount of $20,0<)0, the shippers becoming sureties in $115,000. 

"Whereas the said George Campbell is the master of the vessel called the 
brig Stranger, now lying in die port of New York, laden with a cargo of certiain 
go^ valued at $20,111 76, which goods are particularly enumerated in the 
manifest of said brig, a copy of which is hereto annexed, and the said master 
has applied to the collector of the port of New York for a clearance of said ves- 
sel from the port of New York to the port of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and the 
said collector, under the circumstances of the case, has deemed it necessary to 
reauire a bond in pursuance of the requirement of the statute in such cases made 
and provided : Now if said goods, wares, and merchandise shall be delivered at 
Halifax, aforesaid, and shall not be transported to any place under insurrection- 
ary control, and shall not, in any way, be used to give aid or comfort to the 
insurgents, with or by the consent, permission, or connivance of the owners, 
carriers, or consignees thereof, then this bond, &e., &c** 

The British brig T. Congdon was also refused a clearance until the master had 
signed a similar bond in over $9,000, with two real estate sureties in $40,000. 
Before the breaking out of the war, the provinces obtained a large quantity of 
breadstufis from Richmond, Georgetown, and other southern ports, and now are 
compelled to obtain their supplies almost exclusively from New York, and the 
exports have consequently increased about 50 per cent This can be accounted 
ior in the increase of population in Nova Scotia, together with the supplies 
needed in the gold mines and fisheries. 

Mr. Cmnara U Mr, ArekSkUd. 

New York, Fclruary 8, 1864. 

Sir: I have just been informed at the custom-house that, in future, bonds 
will be rcqu'.rcd from the master or owner of the vessel in whidi shipments may 
be made to Nassau, instead of from the owners or shippers of the goods, as here- 
tofore; that a bond will have to be given by the master for the whole value of 
the cargo, with two responsible sureties, who must justify for double the amount 
of the bond. 

Power, it is sdd, is given to the collector of customs to demand this by stat- 
nte passed May 20, 1862, chapter 81. The bond which will be required con- 
tains this clause: ^'Now, if said goods, wares, and merchandise shall not be 
deHvcred as aforesaid, and shall not be transported to any place under insurrec^ 
tionary control, and shall not, in any way, be used to give aid and cmnfort to 
the insurgents, with or by the consent, permission, or connivance of the owners, 
shippers, or consignees Uiereo^ then this obligation to be void ; otiierwise to 
remain in fbll force and virtue.'* 

You will at once see that this ia tantamount to enacting that no shipments 
shall be made, for the future, from ports of Ae United States to Nassau, be- 
cause no master or owner could enter into such an impossible stipulation. 

I beg to request that you will be good enough to bring this subject under the 
notice of Lord Lyons, so as to ascertain whether the United States government 
can, under the treaties of trade between the United States and Great Britain, 
prohibit all trade between certfun British ports, or demand from the masters of 
Britbh ships bonds the stipulations of which is beyond iheir power to comply with* 
Ihavoifce^ 

£. CUNABD. 

E. IL Archibald, Esq, 
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rxtfMf //Mi m UtUr ffm Mr. Dtt ITHf l> CmmJi AfdAM. datti Km TMh^ Fr»- 

Pcnnit me to mddrcM you npoo a saljcci ivUch it not onlj of importBaiee to 
mjsdf pcrsonany, but to all of her Maje^li rabjeets wlio are d<mig ImsineM in 
thii city witb the Britbh proyinces of New Bnmawick and NoTa Scotia; also 
one which afTccts scrioosiT the inhabitanta of tlMee province s , and the Intereat 
of ships trading between this and those ports, amounting, in fact, to a prohibition 
of traae and commerce. 

Yon may not be aware that, for Sfune tiase past,fhe goyemmentof the federal 
States has been euforcmg from shippers bonds for aD goods shipped to the sboye- 
named British proyinces to twice the amonnl of shiMnents, reaatrinff two sure- 
ties owning rcxu estate within the soothem district of New York, eadi of whom 
is required to swear that such real estate is worth the amount of bonds firee 
from an encumbrances. The bond is this, yis.: «*That the goods named shall 
be deliyercd at the port named, and shall not be transported to any place under 
insurrectionary control, and shall not in any way be used to giye aid or comfort 
to the insurgents, with or by the consenV pemusnon, or conniyanoe of the 
owners, shippers, carriers, or consignees tkerasfL 

You can scarcely imagine the great diScoIty there is in procuring such sure- 
ties; in the first place, it is out of the question to ask a retired merchant or 
man out of business; in the second ptaee^ it is yeir difficult to get merehanta 
away from their business during business hoarse which is the only time those 
bonus con be signed ; in the third pl.iee» to procure men who will satisfy the 
requirements of the goyemment; and in the fourth place, to obtain men friio 
are willing to sign sudi bonds for yon, te any extent, howeyer well disposed 
they may be to you. One may au the fiiyor of another twice or thrice, but 
when it is continued to the amount of S200 to 8400,000, no man will do it. 
In fact, shippers cannot reasonably ex^pect it to be done, and any right-thinking 
man cannot ask it; so it amounts to this, the slupment cannot l>e made. I haye 
already known two merchants, who haye been shippers to St. John's, New 
Brunswick, who receiyed orders for one thousand barrels each of flour, who would 
not ship it, to giye the bonds required. One shipper, who shipped goods to the 
emount of $<50, was two days in procuring sureties to satisfy the custom-house 
authorities. 

Another instance, a yessel was detained two days before the shipper could 
procure his sureties for (ifVy barrels of floor, the amount being about S350. The 
freight on which the yessel would recdye, when deliyercd, was $15; her time 
each day was worth $25. Seyeral merchants haye been for some time trying 
to get the collector of this port to remoye this restriction, which, after much de- 
liberation with odier officials, enforcing the master or owner of the yessel bound 
to these proyinces to giye bonds of the same nature, the same amotmt, and the 
same sureties as haye heretofore been required of the shippers. This change 
has made the thing worse, and the bnrden more than before, for this reason: 
The master and owners of the yessds usually plying between this and those 
ports are comparatiyely strangers, which will make itdifficidt to procure sureties* 
in (act, in most instances, impossibkb ualeas the consignees residing here procure 
tnem. 

Then, again, it increases the amount of tliebond,as it coyers the whole cargo; 
the laiger the amount, the more difficult to find men with sufficient real estate te 
answer the requirements of the goyemment. Another difficulty, the bonds of the 
captain coyer the goods both <» the regular honest shipper and the dishonest 
one who may be shipping for the express purpose of reshipping to a port in 
rebellion, or he may ship goods which are contraband, of which the master of 
the yessel can have no luiowledgo. Ton con at once see the impropriety and 
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iDJnstice of pladng sach burdens on masters and owners of yessels. If anj one 
h^ anj light to give any sach bond, sorclj it is the shipper, and not the ship. 
I have a vessel now in port for which I had engaged freight to be taken to 
Ilalifaz* Novia Scotia* bat as these bonds are now required from the vessel, the 
master of which will not take the cargo to give bonds, preferring to go in ballast. 
I mention this to show the practical working of the thing. The govemmeat, on 
aooonnt of the increase of shipments to the British North American provinces, has 
become suspicions that the mcreascd demand for goods has been caused bj reship^ 
ment to the States in rebellion, which suspicion is not well founded. It must be 
borne in nund that previous to the enactment of the recinrocitj treaty, orrather the 
taking effect of that treaty, all the flour shipped was tne produce of the provinces 
of GaiAada, received here in bond, and exported hence in bond. I think I may 
say there was not any American flour shipped, for the reason there was a duty 
on all American flour shipped to the provinces. Since that treaty took effect, 
almost all, if not entirely all, the flour which has been shipped is of American 
growth and manufacture. Then, again, the population of these provinces have 
materially increased. Further, previous to the breaking out of the rebellion 
large quantities of a low grade of breadstuffs were shipped from the southern 
States, which, of course, has been cut off, and the demand for the same now 
centres here. I have been engafi;ed in business in this city for the last thirteen 
years with those provinces, and know what I have stated to be true 



£ztrsct /roM « UtUr fnm Mtssrt. T^me* 3f Smiik to Mr. Catumi ArddbMld. 

Kew York, February 9, 1864. 

The schooner Nassau, a small vessel of about eighty-six tons burden, was char* 
tered by our house to take a cargo of flour to St. John's, New Brunswick, at 
twenty-five cents per barrel, the vessel carrying eight hundred barrels. 

The authorities demand two sureties of 85,000 each for the due performance 
of voyage, to obtain said securities it cost two and a half jiGt cent, which takes 
entirely all the freight and fifty dollars in addition. The freight was engaged, and 
the vessel laden before the regulation was made. The master is now obliged to pay 
fifW dollars over and above his freight to enable him to cany hb cargo to St. 
John's, New Brunswick, for nothing. 



Lard Lyons to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, February 19, 18G4. 

SiB: In a note dated the 29th of last month you were so good as to inform 
me that all the persons belonging to the Banshee, whose names were men- 
tioned in a list, at the head of which stood that of Mr. Jonathan Steele, the 
captain, would be released, except F. Foley, who was stated to be an insurgent. 

In a subsequent note, however, which you did me the honor to address to mo 
on the 13th instant, you enclosed a copy of a letter from the Navy Department, 
stating that the order for the disdiarge of Mr. Steele had been withheld be* 
cause, although claiming to be a British subject, he did not make oath to that 
effect, and adding that it had been reported to the department that he was an 
American citizen. There seems to be some misapprehension on this ]^int, for 
I am positively assured that on his e:Kimination before the prise commissioners 
Mr. Dteele made oath that he was a British subject; ana it an|>ears from lan 
affidavit of Mr. Edwin Gerard, which was made so long ago as the 2Sth of No- 
vember hist, and which I endeso in original, that Mr. Steele Is a British subject. 
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doDUcilod at Iiyeq;K>ol, in Eoglaod. Sodi htiog tlie caseb I trust that llie le- 
IcABC of Mr. Steele will no longer be delajedL 

I beg joa to be 80 good mm to send the affidaTit back to laa. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, sir. yonr most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

LTOK& 

Uon. Wjluax H. Sbward. ^c^ ^e^ ^c 



4f4mtSL 



1, Edwin Gerard, a British snbiect, at present residing in this citj, herebr 
make oath, and solemnly affirm, that J. W. Steele, (late master of the Britisn 
steamf'hip Banshee, recently brooght into this port as a prixe of war.) is a Brit> 
ish subject, well known to this deponent as residing with his wife and &mflj 
at No. 17 Landstone road. Old Swan, Liverpool, England. This deponent 
further affirms that the said J. W. Steele has been examined by the prise 
commissioner, (Mr. Elliott,) and is now detained in the county jaQ in Ludlow 
street against his wilL 

EDWIN GEBABD. 

Sworn before me this 28th day of November, A. D. 1863. 
r..,, I E. M. ARCHIBALD, 

l'*^H Her BritoMnic Majt$ty'$ QmmL 



Lord Lyani to Jilr. Seward. 

Wa^hixoton, FAruary 19, 1664. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the day 
before yesterday's date, enclosine a copy of a report from the assistant colleetor 
at New York to the Secretary of the Treasury, from which it appears that the 
schooner Etta is not recorded in the books of the custom-house at that ci^ 
as having been seized, and that the United States marshal has no knowledge 
of any such seizure. 

It is stated by the owners that this vessel had sailed under the so-called 
confederate flag, and then bore the name of Retribution; that she was sold at 
Nassau, in the Bahamas, and purchased first by other parties,and then by them- 
selves ; that she arrived at New York on or about the 20th of August last, and 
while preparing for sea, in order to return to Nassau, was seized and detained 
by the United States authorities. 

These particulars will probably suffice to enable the proper anthonties to find 
some record of the transaction, and to supply the information asked for by her 
Majesty's government as to the grounds of the seizure, and the steps taken to 
establish iu legality. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. SEwatn, 4fv., ^., ffc. 



Lord Lyotu to Mr. Seward. 

WasinxoTO.v, Felmary 20, 1864. 

Sia : With reference to my note of yesterday I hasten to send to you a oopw 
a despatch from her M^esty's consul at New York, which putt it ocyond au 
34 • 
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doobt that the statement made to the Navy Department that Captain Steele, of 
the Banshce» does not make oath that he ia a British eubject» ia mcorrect. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration* sir* yonr most obe- 
dient, hnmbk serrant* 

LYONS. 

Uon. WiLLUM H. Sewabo. 



Jfr. AnkOmld to Lord LfOM. 

BaiTisH CoxsuLTATB, New ToaK, Felruary 18, 1864, 

My Lord : Referring to mj despatch of the IGth instant, I have the honor 
to report to year lordship that I have examined at the district clerk's office - 
the testimony ''in preparation" in the case of the Banshee, which has been 
returned from Washington, and I find that the answer to the first interrogatory 
is as follows : 

<'To the first intcrrogatoiy he says: I was bom in Yorkshire, Endand; I 
live at Dverpool when I am at home, and that has been my residence for about 
eleven vears. I am married, and my wife and family live there. I am a Brit- 
ish subject, and owe allegiance to the British government.^ 

The whole of the answers are subscribed by Captain Steele thus : " Jonatham 
W. Steele, mailer!* and were sworn to by him, before llr. Heniy H. Elliott, 
prize commissioner, on the 27th of November last. 

I called on Mr. Elliott, and asked bim if Captain Steele, on any occasion, had 
deolined to swear that he was a British subject. Ue replied, '' No;'* " that so 
fkr as he recollected he answered the interrogatory on that subject readily.^ 

I transmit, herewith enclosed, for your lordship's use, a copy of the stated 
rules and standing interrogatories in prize courts. 
I havOy ftct * 

E. 3L ARCHIBALD. 



jlfr. Seward to Lard Lyons, 



Dkpartment of State, 

Washi/igtoth February 20, 18G5. 
Mv LoBD: I havethehonorto acknowledge the receiptof your twocommunica- 
tions under the respective dates of yesterday and to-day, relative to Mr. Jonathan 
Steele, the captain of the captured British steamer Banshee, and to inform you 
thatacDpy of themhas been submitted tothe consideration of the Secretary of the 
Navy. 

The affidavit which accompanied the first of these communications is herewith 
returned, 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordships obedient 
sdnrsnt, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Loan Lyons, dte^ ^ ifc 



Mr, Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department op State, 

Washington. February 20, 1864. 
My Loed: I havo the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of tho 15th instant, rdative to the restriction placed upon the trade between 
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New Tork and placet withia die Qaeeti's dominioiit » and to inform 70a that 
the eabjcct wQl leceiTe attentioii. 
I hare the honor to be« with high eontideratlont joor h>tddiip*i obedient 

MnranL 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Honorable Lord Lvoxs, ^^ ^^ 4^ 



Mr. Seward te Lord LyoM. 



Depabtmbnt op Statb, 

Waihingtmi^ February 22, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commnnic 
tion of the 10th instant, relative to the restrictions imposed nfjon shipments from 
New York to several of her Majesty's possessions, and to inform yov that it 
will receive attention. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, yoor lordship's obedient 
•errant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyo^cs, ^c.^ Ifc^ ifc 



Lord Lyons to Mr, Seward, 

Washi.\oto9, February 22, 1864. 

Sir: With refbrcnce to my note of the 19th instant, respecting the restrictions 
imposed npon trade between New York and her Majestv's possessions, I do my* 
self the honor to submit to yon a copy of a letter, addressed to her Maje^y*a 
consul at New York by Mr. Edward Cunard, who represents that the enforce^ 
mcnt of these restrictions in the case of the royal mau steamer Corsica wonld 
render it necessary to send that vessel to Nassau without freight 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwarp, ^^ ^., ^ 



Mr. Cunard tp Mr. AnAHM. 

New York, February 20, 18G4. 
Sir: I wrote to you on the 8th instant respecting the restrictions imposed by 
the collector of customs on shipments to Nassau. The royal mail steamship 
Corsica is advertised to sail on tbe 29th instant, and I have applications from 
merchants to send freight by her, but on application at the custom-house I am 
informed that, before the ship clears, I shalr have to give the bond and securities, 
as stated to you in m^ letter. As I cannot give these, the steamer must proceed 
to Nassau without freight ; and should it prove that this restriction is not consist- 
ent with the treaty stipulations between the United States and Great Britain^ 
I have to request that you will submit, for the consideration of Lord Lyons, that 
I have a claim for the loss sustained thereby. 
I have, kCf &e., 

E. OUNABD. 
£• M. Archirald, Esq^ 

Her Britannic jMajctty*$ Camul^ 
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Mn Stward to Lord Lyimi. 

Depaxtmbnt op Statb, 
WashiMgtoM, February, 23, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the bonor to acknowledge the receipt of jour lordship's 
note of tho 22d insUnt, which is accompanied by a copj of a letter that has 
boen addressed bj Mr. Edward Cunara to her Britannic Majesty's consul at 
New Tork. 

In that letter Mr. Cnnard» by way of complaint against the requirement of 
bonds at the custom-house in New York for goods shipped to her Majesty's 
colonial ports in tho Bdiamas, remarks, that '* the royal mail steamship Cor- 
sica is advertised to sail on the 29th instant, and I have applications from 
merchants to send freight by her, but on application at the custom-house I am 
informed that before vie ship clears, I shajf have to give the bond and sureties 
aa stated to you in my letter ; and as I cannot givo these, the steamer must 
proceed to Nassau without freight.'* 

Simultaneously with this communication of Mr. Cunard, I have a despatch 
from Major General Banks, to the following effect: 

*« Since assuming command at Brownsville, Texas, Major Greneral Heron's 
attention has been attracted to the large stock of goods in Matamoras, and daily 
arriving there, intended for use in the rebel States, and he has been to some 
trouble in investigating the matter, for the purpose of satisfying himself from 
what ports these goo<u were shipped, lie says that many of them came from 
Now lork and Boston direct, and that the goods are of such a character 
that it cannot but be known to the custom-house officers at these places that 
they were intended for rebel use. lie also adds that large quantities of gray 
doUi for uniforms, cotton goods, bagging, rope, and other articles of that kind, 
have passed through the custom-house at New York, for Matamoras; that the 
goods are bought for Texas; that it is well known by every one that such 
eoods are never used in Mexico, yet they are cleared without trouble at New 
xork, and go into Texas as straight as if they were landed at Galveston. 
Plenty of evidence, he continues, can be had at Brownsville to substantiate 
these statements, and he submits the matter for the action of the miy or general 
commanding.'* 

Having taken the President's directions, I have now to inform you that, in 
his opinion, the restrictions of which Mr. Cunard complains cannot be relaxed at 
present, with safety to the United States. The right to suppress contraband trade 
in our own ports, with our own insurgent citizens, is deemed absolute. It seems to 
this government that the measures adopted to that end are the only ones which* 
while they have any efficiency, will in the least degree embarrass or obstruct 
legitimate commerce. 

I have the bonor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
•enraitt, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^^ ^e^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WasiiMgUnh February 25, 1864. 
My Lobd: In reply to the letter of this department, which was accompanied 
by a copy of your two notes under tho respectivo dates of the 19th and 20th 
instant, rdatiye to Mr. Jonathan Steele* the captain of the British steamer 
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Bansbee, the Secrettiy of tbe Navj represents that tLe Nstj Depsrtaenl lias 
giren instnictioDf for the release of Mr. Steele. 

I haTe^ the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's ohediead 
serrant, * 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Right Hon. Loan Lvoxs, 4r^ ^v^ 4c 



Lord Lyrni t0 Mr. S€90€trd. 

Washixqton, Felrnary 25, 1864. 

Sib : With reference to yoor notes, dated the I8th and 26th nltimo, I haTS 
the honor to transmit to you extracts from a letter addressed to me b^ Mr. 
James MacHagh, and to lay before you an original affidavit showing him to 
be a natire-bom British pnbject 

You will perceive that Mr. MacIIngh denies that ''he was domicOed, re- 
siding, and pursuing mercantile business in Savannah when the insnrrectkm 
broke out;" and you will observe that he states that he was arrested on kndinc 
from, not in the act of sailing by, the steamer ** City of Washington,** aaa 
affirms that no newspapers or letters or contraband articles were fonnd npofB 
him, and that it appeared, on investigation, that the bundle of letters snpposed 
to have been in his possession, were in fact taken from another nersoa. 

1 request you to be so good as to send the original certificate back to me. 

I have the hon<>r to be, with the highest consideration, your most obedient 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

lion. William n. Seward, igc^ fge^ tgc 



Eztrmetfrom a Utter tf Jame$ M^Ungk to Lord Lmom$^ imUd FoH LmfamtU^ Ftknmm IX 

1864. 

I avail myself of the earliest possible opportunity to reply categorically to 
the charges made against me communicated by your lordship to her Britannie 
Mtijesty's consul, recently laid before me, consisting of extract and copy of two • 
IctUrs of mine and summary of Mr. Seward, Secretary of State of this gov* 
emmcnt, on the same and other charges respecting that addressed to Mr. Oray» 
written at Belfast, and addressed to Mr. Gray, Qneenstown, Ireland. I claim 
as a British subject the right to communicate with any one in her Majesty's 
dominions on any subject not in violation of her Majesty's proclamation and 
the laws of Great Britain, and as the transaction referred to «bont Mr. McGoT 
simply applies to a contemplated appointment by a Governor Brown, throoA 
the iufltience of Mr. Gray, one of whom is at present a belligerent with ^ 
United States, and the other, •* Grav's," nationality being unknown to me, it is 
difficult to conceive in what way I have forfeited my right as a British subjeet, 
or come under the jurisdiction of the United States authorities for that act; 
neither am I aware that a commercial recommendation to bny or sell any shareSp 
stocks or bonds, which are openly negotiated on cvetr exchange in Europe, (as 
are also the United States securities,) constitutes an offence pnnishable by law in 
either of the belligerent States, if effected or '* recommended to be effected" ia 
a neutral country. The same remarks apply equally to the' sale of a steamer 
or steamers referred to in my letter to a Mr. Lamar at Liverpool, at a price I 
am justified in selling to any buyer, whether confederate. United States snigeeta* 
or Chinese. 



to&^^i^ ..^^ >^ :.i^ . 
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Aa a matter of coiinie» tbe defeat of Rosecrans or the fall of Yickftbnrg, al- 
laded to in oue and tho other communications, affect commerciallj the Talue of 
the bonds or steamers to be traded in, and, as such, oulj enlist my expressed 
sympathies, as thej would have done in the reverse sense, had I been interested 
in greenbacks or other United States secnrities. I beg leave to represent 
that I am a British subject, bom in Ireland, also, "that I was not donucfled, 
resident, or pursuing mercantile business in Savannah when the insurrection 
broke out" I joined the house of John Treanors in Maj, 1S61, and left in 
June, 1861 ; and his bdng a so-called insurgent in noways Justifies the appli- 
cation of the same term to my selt I was a passenger on board the steamer 
Bermuda, bound from Bermuda to Nassau, and captured off Abaco light, while 
steering for the latter port, and not, as asserted, taken when attempting to run 
the blockade. We were brought into Philadelphia Iq. May, 1862, and I left 
New York in the following September for Europe, where I have been until my 
return here on the 18th December, 1863, when on my landing at the revenue 
office, where my bageage was examined, and I was arrested. I was arrested 
on landing from, <* and not in the act of sailing by the City of Washington*" 

Bespecting the capture of the Bermuda, I have nothing to say, that being a 
matter for the decision of the prize courts; but I do not see what on earth I 
have to do with the various agencies of the shipping agents, Frazer, Trenholm 
& Co., or the nationality, insurrcctionaiy qualities, or birth-place of her com- 
mander. I was discharged in Philadelphia as a neutral subject proceeding to 
Savannah by the onl v probable means of reaching the place, and I have not 
before heard it alleged, that being a passenger from one English colonial port 
to another, even with a view to eniter a blockaded port thereafter, constituted 
an act of hostility to one of two bellieerent States. It is also avowedly in 
legislation, that any one having been discharged, as he was entitled to be in 
such a case in May, 1862, should be rearrested and rcprocceded against for 
the same offence nineteen months afterwards on his return to this country from 
Europe on totally different businesi. 

My arrest, as before stated, took place on the arrival of the City of Wash- 
ington, and not, as stated, on my intended departure, and no papers or letters or 
contraband were found about me. I was therefore naturally surprised, when 
examined by the military commission sent down here to investigate the cases 
of arbitrary arrests in this fort, to find myself charged with being carrier of a 
bundle of letters, which Mr. Seward alludes to in rather severe terms, and adr 
dressed by disloyal citizens in Baltimore, to officers in the service of the so- 
called Confederate States, oa examining which, they proved to be those which 
had been taken from the person of Lieutenant llooke, of her Britannic Majesty's 
service, now here» and, on inquiry, they were identified by him. 

The lost item on which stress is laid is having in my possession sundry 
photographs of so-called insurgents, which Mr. Seward claims *'to be illustra- 
tions of, and devotion to, and habitual association with the same." If this be 
so, there must be an immense amount thereof in all the fancy stores of this dty» 
where they were purchased. 

To all to w^m AeupretenU shall come^ grttthg : 

I, John Young, consul of the United States of America, for the port of Bel- 
fast, (Ireland,) and its dependencies, do certify and make blown, to whom these 
presents shall con^ that John L^tle is mayor of Belfast, and that his signature 
to tho annexed document is genuine. 

Given under my hand and the seal of this consulate, at Belfast, this 
[Im 8.] ninth day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-four, 

JOHN YOUNa JhUei StaUi ComuL 
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Tho readiness on the part of tlie gorcmment of the United States to make 
all proper and soitable reparations for tbc acts of its officers wbich was mani> 
festcd bj the 6rst of these notes has rendered it nnnccessair for her l^Iajestj's 
rovemment to insist upon the question which it would otncrwise have been 
Uicir dutT to discuss at once with the gOTemment of the United States, namelT» 
the wilflu and flagrant rioktion of her IL^estj's territory bj the officers of tne 
United States cruiser Ella and Annie. 

The gOTcmment of the United States having subsequentlj made bj the 
second note a full apology for the violation of h^ Majesty's territory, it only 
remains for me to state to you that her Majesty's {g;ovemment accepts that 
apology in the same sphrit in which it has been o£(cred, and are truly glad that 
the matter has been settled in a manner honorable to both parties, and ealcn* 
lated to improve the friendly relations which her Majesty's eovemment are 
always anxious to mamtain with the eovemment of the Umted States. 

I have the honor to be, with high considcration» sir, your most obedient, 
humble serrantp 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SswAtn. 



Lord LyoHM to Mr. SewarJL 

Washinotox, March 1, 1S64. 
Sit : Her Majesty's government have carefully considered the information 
which they have received respecting the recent seizures of die Sir William 
Peel, the Science, the Dashing Wave, and other British vessels, bv the United 
States cruisers in the Rio Grande, and they have felt it to be their duty to 
direct me to address to you a remonstrance upon the subject. 

V^th respect to the case of the Sir William Peel, the attention of her Majesty's 
government has been directed to a letter from Commander Rolando, the captor, 
to the Assi^ctant Secretary of the United States navy, dated the 3d of October 
Itf t, which has been intercepted and publbhed, with which you are of course 
WvU acquainted. Her Majesty's government are of opinion that it is scarcely 
Doesible to doubt, from tho evidence of this letter, the genuineness of which her 
Majesty's government consider themselves to be fully entitled to assume that 
the Sir William Peel was knowingly seized by the captor in neutral waters; 
that she was seized without preliminary examination, in violation of inter- 
national law and of the orders of the United States government ; and th^t she 
was seized partly on account of her homeward cargo bebg cotton, which the 
captain knew was not contraband, but which he chose to treat as contraband. 
Indeed, the official report of Commander Rolando to the Secretary of the 
Navy, a copy of which you did me the honor to transmit to me with your note 
of the 11th of January Uuit, avows as the reason for the seizure " that the Sir 
William Peel had been binding a portion of her cargo contraband, of war, and 
was receiving confed«»ratd cotton from confederate agents at Brownsville." That 
repMt appears, therefore, to her Minesty's government to be in accordance with 
the intercepted letter, and to show that the captor relied upon the United Sutes 
government supporting him in seizing neutral vessels with confederate cotton 
on board, on the plea that such cotton was contraband. It is true, that Com- 
mander Rolando adds in the report, that on searching the shin 4^Ur taking 
possession of her, ** he found sufficient contraband of war to justify the seuure." 
But, in the first plaee, her Majesty's government object that this officer con« 
sidcra what he terms ^confederate eottoa" to be contraband of war; and 
secondly, that the search which b to justify a seizure ought, by international 
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We, tho HQderti^DGd, resMenU of Belfast, coqdIj of Antrim, Irdiind, }mo^ 
do! J twom, declare and laj that we are acquainted %inh James McHi]^; 
that he was bora in coontj of Tjrone, Ireland, about or in the year 1838; thiu 
he went to the United States of America on Wednesday, the 4th daj ef De- 
cember, 1863, and that we know him to be a Britbh subject 

UUGU a CLARKE. 
JAMBS KAVANAUGH. 

Snbscribedand sworn to before me, the major of Bdfii8t,bT H. 0. Claike 
and James Karanangh, who aro crodible witnesses, on thb 9ui daj of Jam- 
aiT, 1864, the figures 1863 and also 1864 bring just inserted. 

JOHN LYTLE. 

Mayor ffJBeffiuL 



Mr. Seward ta Lord Lyomo. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb. 

WashiMgtoMt February 26, 1864. 
My Lono: I hare the honor to achnowledge the receipt of jour note of tcb* 
tordaj, and its accompaniments, relative to the case of Mr. James McHorn, « 
priiouer at Fort Lafajette, and to inform jou that a copy of the papers has been 
communicated to Major General John A. Dix, at New i ork. 

In compliance with jour request, the original certificate which aooompanicd 
jour note is herewith returned. 

I have the honor to be^ with high consideration, jour lordship's obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ fc, 9fc 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department op State, 

WatkiagtOM, February 29, 1864. 
My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour note of tho 
19th instant, in which, with reference to mj communication of die 17th of this 
mouth, relative to the case of the schooner Etta, jou ^ve me some further inf<»^ 
mation in regard to that vessel, and to inform jou I nave invited the attenUon 
of the Secretary of the Treasurj to it 

I have the honor to bo, wiui high consideration, jour loidship*s obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 
Bight Ilon. LoRi> Lyons, ifCf 4^ ^e. 



Lord Lyone to Mr. Seward, 

Wasul\uto?i, February 29, 1864. 
Sir : Her M^estj's government have had under their considera&n the notes 
which JOU did me the honor to address to me on die 18Ui of December las1« 
and on tho 9th of last month, respecting the case of the Chesapeake. 
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The readmess on the part of the govenunent of the United States to make 
all proper and aoitable reparationB for the acts of its officers which was mani* 
festcd Dj the 6r8t of these notes has rendered it nnncccssaiT for her Majesty's 
gOTemment to insist upon the question which it would otherwise have b^ 
their dntr to discuss at once with the goTemment of the United States, namelT» 
the wilfiu and flagrant vioktion of her M^estj's territory by the officers of toe 
United States cruiser Ella and Annie. 

The gOYemment of the United States having subsequently made by the 
second note a full apology for the violation of her Majesty's territory, it only 
remains for me to state to yon that her Majesty's government accepts that 
apology in the same spirit in which it has been o£(cred, and are truly glad that 
the matter has been settled in a manner honorable to both parties, and ealcu* 
lated to improve the friendly relations which her Majesty's eovemment are 
alwavs anxious to maintain with the eovemment of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WlLLUM H. SsWAtD. 



Lard Lyatu to Mr. SewarJL 

Washinotox, March 1, 1S64. 
Sib : Her Majesty's government have carefully considered the information 
wUch they have received respecting the recent seizures of the Sir William 
Peel, the Science, the Dashing Wave, and other British vessels, bv the United 
States cruisers in the Rio Grande, and they have felt it to be their duty to 
direct me to address to you a remonstrance upon the subject 

With respect to the case of the Sir William j?eel, the attention of her Majesty's 
g.wemment has been directed to a letter from Commander Rolando, the captor, 
to the Assi^^tant Secretary of the United States navy, dated the 3d of October 
Itif t, which has been intercepted and published, with which vou are of course 
WvU acquainted. Her Majesty's government are of opinion that it is scarcely 
possible to doubt, from the evidence of this letter, the genuineness of which her 
Majesty's government consider themselves to be fully entitled to assume that 
the Sir William Peel was knowingly seized by the captor in neutral waters ; 
that she was seized without preliminary examination, in violation of inter- 
national law and of the orders of the United States government ; and th^t she 
was seized partly on account of her homeward cargo being cotton, which the 
captain knew was not contraband, but which he chose to treat as contraband. 
Indeed, the official report of Commander Rolando to the Secretary of the 
Navy, a copy of which vou did me the honor to transmit to me with your note 
of the 11th of January last, avows as the reason for the seizure '* that the Sir 
William Peel had been landing a portion of her cargo contraband, of war, and 
was receiving confed«Tate cotton from confederate agents at Brownsville." That 
report appears, therefore, to her Minesty's government to be in accordance with 
the intercepted letter, and to show that the captor relied upon the United Sutes 
government supporting him in seizing neutral vessels witli confederate cotton 
on board, on the plea that such cotton was contraband. It is true, that Com- 
mander Rolando adds in the report, that on searching the ship after taking 
possession of her, ** he found suCScient contraband of war to justify the seizure." 
But, in the fint pUee, her Majesty's government object that this officer con- 
siden what be terms ^'oonfederata cotton" to be contraband of war^ and 
•econdly, that the search which b to justify a seizure ought, by international 
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kw, to preoedoi and not to foHow, the act of takinr posMsaioii. It apneart, 
therefore, to her Majesty*! govemmont to be plain that Commodore Rolando. 
at the time of making this eaptore* disrcgardea the mlea of international law ; 
and coD«idcriug this m connexion with the ioterecDted letter, and with the fiiet 
that the prize coort at New Orleans has been unable to find any jnstificatioii 
for the capture without further proof?, her Majesty's government conceive that 
it is impoj>8iblc to attach anj weight to the pretext that contraband was fbond 
on board the vcssd. 

Adverting again to the intercepted letter, her Majesty's government consider 
it necessary to take notice of the 5th paragraph, which runs as follows : ** The 
vessel is perfectly ventilated with air-ports, and would be comfortable for a crew 
of 400 men« She will make us a splendid single-deck sloop with pivot gnns* 
razeo the spar deck." To her Majesty's government there appears to be only 
too much reason to infer from this paragraph that the captor was influenced in 
his unjust proceedings by the desire of employing the Sir William Ped in the 
service of the United States ; and her Majesty's government consider this cir- 
cumstance is calculated to excite the alarm and vigilance of every neutral maxi- 
time power, and that it fully justifies the rcmoustrance which I addressed to 
you by their order last year, upon the subject of forcing vesseb before condem- 
nation into the naval service of the United States. 

Her Majesty's government have accordingly instructed me to make known to 
you the view they take of the seizure of the Sir William Ped, and to say that 
unless the authenticity of the intercepted letter is denied, they fully expect the 
United States government will direct the immediate restoration of the vessd. 
with proper indemnification to the owners, and will cause a proper rebuke to be 
administered to the captor. In the face of such positive avowals of a violatiott 
of international law as are disclosed in the intercepted letter, her Majesty's 
government cannot admit that it is a sufficient answer from the eovemment of 
Uie belligerent to that of the neutral to say that the case is before the nrize court, 
and that certain statements as to the demeanor and subsetjuent conau^ of the 
captors (comparativdy immaterial and entirdy unconnected with the question 
whether the captor was justifiable or not) are now denied. Her Majesty's 
government are, on the contrary, of opinion that the intercepted letter shows 
that the seizure was made upon a wrong principle, on which the captor intaiUonally 
acted, and which 'seems also to have i>een acted upon in a similar manner by 
other United States cruisers in the Rio Grande, in open defiance of neutrd rights. 

With regard to the capture of the Science, her Majesty's government obMrvo 
that, even assuming that she was not seized in Mexican waters, she would 
nevertheless appear to have been most unjustifiably and Ulcgally captured. 
According to the papers before her Majesty's government, her imputed offence 
was having, or lia\ing had, contraband on board ; but the obvious answer is, fir^ 
that cotton, of which her return cargo is stated to have been composed, is not 
contraband, and that the cargo with which she arrived at Matamoras (of whatso- 
'ever articles composed) is declared to have been, before her seizure, actually and 
honajide delivered in Matamoras, a neutral port, to Mexican consignees ; and, 
secondly, that if her trade was honajide between Great Britain luad Matamoras 
only, she would not be guilty of carrying contraband. 

With respect to the Dashing Wave it has been represented to her Miges^*s 
government that she was seized without being search^ Her Majesty's govern- 
ment hold that the Dashing Wave, like any other neutrd vessel, ought not to 
have been 3eiz<<3 before a search made by the captor had established that she 
had contraband of war on board, or that there was «rf ma facit ground for cap- 
ture ; and this is a point of law, the nracticd breach of which by the officers of 
United States cruisers affords, in tue opinion of her Majesty's govemmentt 
ground for grave rcmoostroneo with the government of the United States. 
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Her Majesty's eoTemment bave accordingly commanded me to state to you 
that thej regard dbese captoies in a very serious light, but that her Majesty's 
govermnent cannot believe that the government of the United State will refhse 
the reparation for them irhich is jnsUy due. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, tk, your obedient, 
hmnble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUA^a H. Seward, 4« , ^^ ^e. 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, March 2, 1864. 

Sin : Ton were so good as to repeat to me verbally, on the 2d of Januarv last, 
the assnrance that you wonld do your best to obtain a fair compensation far the 
owners of the Laboan before Congress separated. 

Her Majesty's government fully rely upon this assurance, and they are con- 
fident that Congress will grant to parties interested full compensation for the 
losses sustained by them. 

Her Majesty's government cannot, however, refrain from making some obser- 
vations on the general circumstances of the case. There can be no question but 
that an iujunr has been inflicted on some of her Majesty's subjects by the unlaw- 
ful act of a ship commissioned by the government of the United States, and that 
redress in the form of damages is due for such injury. 

Her Majesty's government are, strictly speaking, in no wav concerned as to 
the manner in which the moncv required to pay the amount of damages is to be 
provided, although they have been prepared to wait a reasonable time to admit 
of its being appropriated by Congress according to the forms usual in the United 
States. 

But her Majesty's government deem it right to repeat what, from the com- 
mencement of the discussion, they constantly sought to impress upon the govern- 
ment of the United States — ^that, huA-ing regard to all the circumstances in the 
case of the Labuan, the question of damages is one which ought to have been 
settled immediately between the two governments, without any reference to the 
prize courts in the United States. 

Her Majestjr's government ask reparation, and they relv upon the justice of the 
government of the United States to grant it without further delay. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUJUi H. SBV7ARD, 4e^ ^ 4%: « 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyonM. 

Department of State, 

WaikingUm, March 2, 1864. 
Mr Loan: I have the honor to acknowledge with satisfaaion tho receipt 
of yonr note of the 29th ultimo, in which, referring to my notes to yon of 
the 18th of December last and of tho .9th of January of this year, respecting 
the case of the «* Chesapeake," you inform me that her Majesty's government, 
in view of the xcadineu evinced by the government of tho United States to 
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make all proper and suitable reparation for tbe acta of ita offieert* and of tbe 
apology made for the violation of her Alajestr'a tcrrit4M79 accept that apologj 
in the same epirii in which it has been offered. 

I have the honor to be, with high conaidcration« mr lord, your obedient 8enraiit» 

WILUAM H. 8EWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^c^ ^e^ ifc 



Mr. Seward to Lord L^omm. 

Departmbxt of State. 

WiukiMgtm. March 3, 1864. 

31 Y Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note relative 
to the question of damagea in the case of the steamer Labnan, and to inform 
your lordship that the subject shall receive attention. 

I havethc honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, yoar obedient servant* 

WILLUM H. SEWABD. 

Right lion. Lord Lyoxs, 4^.. ^e^ ^e. 



Lord L^oMi to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, March 4, 1864. 

Sir: With reference to the conversation which we had vesterday, on the subject 
of the note which, in pursuance of instructions i'rom her Majesty's government, I 
addressed to you on the let instant respecting the case of the *' Sir William Peel,** 
I do myself the honor to transmit to yon herewith certified copies of the deposi* 
tiousaud decrees in court, in the case, up to the th of January last. You will find 
among these documents a copy of the order of the court granting time to pro- 
cure further evitlence in the cause. 

I trust that the information thus supplied will suffice to enable yon to come 
to u deci:?ion on the case, without incurring the delay which would he occasioned 
by a refereuce to New Orleans. 

I have also the honor to transmit to you a copy, taken from the New York 
Tiroes of the 29th November last, of the intercepted letter from Commander 
Rolando to Captain Fox. 

I beg you to be so good as to send back to me the copy of this intercepted 
letter, as well as the copies of the depositions and decrees of court. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe> 
dient, humble servantv 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 4r., ifc^ ^c 
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he Richmond Enquirer pubVu 
that 



The Richmond Enquirer publishes th<^ following correspondence, premising 
lat *' this Ilenry Rolando is a South Carolinian by birth, and disappointed hia 
friends very much bv rcmainmg with the enemies of his conntiy. He was with 
Captain Pegram in the expedition against tho Chinese pimtcs, andbduived veij 
gallantly. Before the war his word woidd have stood a^nst the oath of onj 
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EDgliahman, but the amomit of Mng done by hia brotbcr Tankee officers darinf 
tbe war makes it rather doubtfal whether hU word will pass now among gentle 
men. Snchis the effeet of association.^ 



JTr. Mmgrmier U Mr. itdUf$, 

Hbadquartbrs* District Texas, Nbw Mexico, and YiaGiNU, 

Himitaih Octobtr 17, 1863. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward for your information a letter from Captain 
Bolando, commanding United States steamer Seminole, to Mr. O. Y. Fox, As* 
sistant Secretary United States Navy. This letter was in the mail-bag of the 
Seminole, which, with that of the Caynga, were intrusted to thecaptainof a block- 
ade mnncr, who deceived the federals into the belief that he was bonnd for New 
Orleans, and on leaving them at Sabine Pass, ran into Calcasieu, and delivered 
the mails to an officer uiere, who transmitted them to these headquarters. The 
original has been sent to Mr. Mason, in Loudon, for publication, one copy to the 
British admiral commanding in the gulf, and one to the Mexican authorities at 
the Bio Grande. 

I am, veiy respectfully^ your obedient servant, 

J. BANKUEAD MAGRUDER, 

Major Gemerai Comtnamd i Mg. 
Hon. 8. B. Mallory, 

SeertUarjl tftke Navy. 



Mr.EoUmi0fMr.F0t. 

UNiTEn Steamer Seminole, ' 
Sahine Pasi, October 3, 1863. 

My Dear Fox : I am sorry that I have been ordered by the commodore to 
blockade off this place, as I felt I could have been of nK»e service at the Rio 
Grande, where I seized the Sir William Peel, on the 11th of September. 

I coi^d understand the hocus-pocus of those Englishmen there ; they were in 
open dayli^t landing cargoes of contraband, with the connivance of the Mexi- 
cans, and sending into Texas everything they could which would aid the rebel- 
lion. I knew it, but could not detect tne act, and consequently had to keep 
quiet until I had sufficient grounds for making the seizure I did. 

The Sir William Peel is about three hundred and forty feet long on deck, 
and has splendid engines, all below the water-line, and buih for a man-of-war, 
iron stancnions and knees fore-and-afl on her main deck, and could be converted 
into a privateer on very short notice. 

I expected to find guns on board, but did not, with the exception of two iron 
18-pound guns. Of contraband articles I found about one hundred and fifty 
axles for gun-carriages, and two casks of iron rings for artillery harness. 

The v<^sel is perfectly ventilated with air-ports, and would be comfortable for 
a drew of four hundred men. She will make us a splendid single-decked sloop 
with pivot-guns, razee the spar-deck. 

No one biows, who has not been to the Rio Grande, the immense value that 
river is to the southern confederacy. Steamers are constantlv landing cargoes— > 
contraband — ^which go to Texas in the small steamers and barges which are 
towed up the river, and landed ; on returning bringing cargoes of confodcrato 
cotton* just as bad as contraband, as it buys the arms wd munitions of war. 

When 1 took the Peel she had steam up» and I thought she was going to ran 
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for it; 00 I took her at anchor; which I would not haTO p f efeu rf, mm I feared 
die Englidhmaa would cry oat neutrality* as he did| bol I infocmed Um that 
he wai in error ; that I had the advanU^; he waa oa mj aide of the line; he 
was quite near the line, but a little to the northward. 

I did not take any beariogi myself of the position, aa m instmctiona to the 
master are genml, that " he should always take bearinga when we stopped near 
the land.** lie did so while I waa on board the Ped, aa I aeised her myaeIC 
and the day after the seizure I found that in the kcvaa noted the bearing of 
the river Rio Grande, west by south, at the time of the aennreb which puta na 
a little in Am^rS^n waters. I am ^lod it was done bytlirmistffr,asIfeltaome 
delicacy about a point of so much interest, pcrsonallj. 

It galkd me to have a scoundrel of an Englishman enringovt nentralitr, when 
he knew aa wdl aa I did that he had b^ trafficking in the blooa of mj 
countrymen and making money out of our misfinrtunes. Thai be had landed 
arms and contraband of every kind before my arrival, (I waa only ten daya at 
the Rio Grande,) and had started with the intention of beins a privateer, and had 
so boasted in Matarooras, is well known ; but the miserable Mexicans who are 
helping the trade, and yet will no doubt sustain a claim of neutrali^ whidi 
they themselves are violating, for the Hawkins, the Cdt, Lebannon, and Feel had 
all dL^chaigcd their cargoes, which were contraband and forwarded to Texas bj 
Uexican authorities in the custom-house. 

When it is so palpable to any one of our statesmen that Mexicans are hourly, 
through the cnstom-boase at the Rio Grande, violatiw their neutrality by aa- 
eisting and giving aid and comfort to the enemy, I thinkit deW|ish hard that anj 
{Jea for the observance of a neutrality which they don't observe themsdvea 
should be listened to by our government ; and I hope Itr. Seward will remind 
them of what they are now doing and have done in the way of violating neu- 
trality by sending to Texas contraband cargoes throogh the Rio Grande ;* it m 
so easy, as the river at the mouth is about three bundled yards wide, with four 
feet water on the bar, and grows narrower as you go up. I think the goveriH 
ment should sustain my course without listening to any plea of neutrality firom 
either English or Mexicans. 

The ship will condemn herself, for yon know her cargo fiem informadonftem 
abroad and what she must have landed. Tlie Mexicans are diemselves violating 
neutrality, as it is the duty of a neutral to show Cetvor to neither ude, but be an 
honest friend to both belligerents. 

I can take good care of my position, when the fight eomes, on neutrality, aa 
the course I have taken is fully sustained by my ^ccn and the master who 




ipnnpy; 

recollected Low his consul. Air. Bunch, and some of his brother officers, raised the 
blockade off Charleston by an imaginary line of horison. I suppose the boundary 
of Texas and Mexico is one of the same to him; bat I haveoneof Blunt'a com* 
passes, which give a blunter line than theira. 

I hope^ Mr. Seward will assume a higher law if the ease comes before htm, aa 
Mexico and England are violating neutrality themsdlveflb and what is meted out 
by them to us they should be nu^e to fed m a similar way. 

There is not enough doing here to keep one alive ; I have been here abonttwo 
weeks and have not seen anything but wnat is in Sabine Pass, which the rebcJa 
are fortifying, and piling across the channeL 

I do not anticipate anything in the way of a fight heieb unless the Clifton, Sa- 
chem, and the cotton boats in the Pass come ontand make one. The Clifton ia 
in working order. I can't get near them,aa there ia only seven feet water at the 
entrance of the Pass. The army will atuck» I suppose^ from some other pomt 
than the Pass» as it is strongor now than ever. 
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I trust, my dear Fox, you will drop me a line and tell me bow the course I 
have pursued as r^ards* the Pcd b appfcciatcd bj tbe department; for I am 
reallj quite anxious at tbe responsibifitj I bave assumed, particularlj wben I 
tbink of Hunter, wbo I bave underatood was cbargcd witb violating ncntralitj. 
Tbe Englisbmen wiQ do an j amount of swearing, and tbe Mexicans likewise, 
from complicity. My consciousness of baving acted to tbe best of my ability 
for tbe interest of my country and its cause, tbe belief tbat tbe vessel was in 
American waters, and tbe corroborating testimony of tbe master and log-book, 
are tbe comforts I bave in my anxiety, and on wbicb I rest my defence. 

Drop me a line soon, and believe me your friend, 

HENRY ROLANDO. 

A true copy: 

\y. A. ALSTON, (Japtain, A. A. General 



Lord Lyoni to Mr. Setcard 

- Washington, March 5, 1864. 
Sir : I deem it to be my duty to ask yon to give serious and immediate atten- 
^n to tbe enclosed copies of despatcbes from ber Majesty^s consul at New York. 
If Uie statements made to bcr Majesty's consul be correct, tbe Britisb ecbooner 
Sylvanus, of Nassau, was fired at and sunk bv tbe United States blockading 
vessel Huron, on tbe 2d of January last, at Doby*s inlet, in Georgia ; tbe master 
and crew, nine men in all, were taken on aboard tbe Huron, and sixteen days after* 
wards were transferred to tbe Uuitcd States sbip Massadiusetts, and conveyed 
to Fbiladelpbia; tbey were kept on board tbe guardship for nine days, and 
tbey were finally sent to Fort Lafayette, wbere tbey now are, neitber tbe 
master nor any of tbe men baving been examined since tbeir capture. 

It is stated; moreover, tbat wbUe on board tbe Huron, tbe wbole of tbe men, 
tbe master excepted, were placed in irons every nigbt, and tbat, witb tbe excep* 
tion of tbe mate, wbo was suffering from a sore arm, tbey were sent in irons to 
Fort Lafayette. ' 

It appears tbat tbe master and sev^n of tbe crew are Britisb subjects, and 
tbat tbe remaining seaman is a Belgian. It bas so often been my duty to call 
your attention to tbe positive declarations made by ber Majesty's government, 
tbat Britisb subjects belonging to neutral vessels captured for breacn of block- 
ado ougbt not to be detained indefinitely as prisoners, nor treated witb indignity, 
tbat I now make no apology for pressing for immediate information as to tbe 
grounds on wbicb tbe master and crew of tbe Sylvanus are imprisoned, or for 
urging tbat, unless tbere be some valid reasons justifying tbeir detention, tbey 
may at once be seV at liberty. 

I consider it rigbt, also, to ask for information respecting tbe destruction ox 
tbe Sylvanus and tbe legal proceedings, if any, wbicb bave been taken in tbe 
case. Nor can I conclude witbout drawing your attention to tbe representar 
tions made by ber Majesty's consul witb regard to tbe detention or suppression 
of letters addressed to bim by Britisb subjects confined in Fort Lafayette. 

I bave tbe bonor to be, witb tbe bigbest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
bumble servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbwari ifr^ ^., fyu 



Mir. AnhtUild f Ltd Ljfmn. 
British Gonsiilatr, New York, February 26, 1864. 
My Lord : I bave tbe honor to transmit to your lordsblp berewitb a copy ot 
a letter received by me several days after its date, firom one of the men lately 
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belonging to the atlw of tba Ban8liee» repotting tbaft lerend BritUh subjccte 
who were captured on board the eehooner Sylvtmu, of N«tMii» on the il of 
Jannary last* are detained as prisoners at Fort Lafayette. This aiomin& O^* 
Uun Steele, of the BanBhee, informed me that the late master of the Sj^raniM* 
Captain Ilaggin* and eight of his crew, mil Britieh subjects, are still imprisoned 
at Fort Lafayette ; that Captain Ilaggin since he was sent to Fort La£sy ette, htm 
twice or thrice written letters to me, calling my attoitioii to his case and that 
of his crew. Captain Steele confirms the statement of the men having arrired 
at the fort manaded, in which condition they were brought from Philadelphia; 
Captain Ilaggin's wrists being injured by the handcufis» which were too small 
for him. 

I beg leave to report to your lordship that I have recdved no letter whaterver 
from Captain Ilaggin, or any of his crew; and take the opportunity to call yoor 
lordship s attention to the delay in the transmission of lettere addressed to me 
by prisoners at Fort Lafayette, which I have often had occasion to notice. 

The Sylvanud, which was laden with salt, was captured and destroyed bj 
the United States blockading force on 2d of January last, at Doboy's ulet, ia 
Georgia. Neither the master nor any of the crew, as it is reported to me, have 
been examined before a prize commissioner ; nor has any investigation whateTer» 
so far as I can learn, taken place with regard to the capture of the vessel or the 
imprisonment of the crew. 

Mr. Vice-Consul Edwards will to-morrow visit the master and crew at Fort 
Lafayette, and ascertain more satisfactorily their nationality. In the mean time 
I deem it right to lose no farther time in bringing their case to your lordship*a 
notice. I have, &C., &c &c 

E. M. ABCniBALD. 

Lord Lyons, 6. C. B., ^c, 4iv., 4«* 



ifr. Ecttr U Mir. Artkihtid. 

Kew Touk, February 12, lS6i. 
Sib: I am instructed by Captain A. Ilaggin, of the schooner Sylvanus, of 
Nassau, that they were captured at Doboy sound, on the coast of Georgia, on the 
2d of January, by the United States gunboat Iluron. They were detained for 
sixteen days on board of her, and then sent to Philaddphia, and from thence to 
Fort Lafayette. They kept the crew on board of her in irons every night, 
and from Philadelphia to New York they sent them all in irons. They have 
not had any hearing yet of any sort up to last Sunday, and the captain is 
begging of you to intercede for them, for they are all British subjects. 
I am, &C., &c, fcc. 

H. C. D. ROVEE, 

One of (he BaiUht€*$ Crew. 
E. M. Arcbibalu, Esq., fy:^ ifc^ dfc 



Mr. ArtkihM f Urd LfMit . 

British Consvlatb, 
New York, February 20, 1864. 
My Lord : Referring to my despatch of the 26th instant, I have the honor to 
report to your lordship, that Mr. Vice-Cousul Edwards proceeded to Fort Lafa j- 
etto <m Saturday last, and there examined, on oath, Alexander Haggin,late nma» 
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terof theschooiier Sjlvanusyof Nassan. Mr. Haegin states that he is a native 
of Belfast* Ireland, and a Britbh subject; that he^is never been naturalized m 
the United States, or elsewhere; that he has followed the sea for the last fifteen 
years, chiefly in die East India trade. The last time' he was in the United 
States was at Darien, in G^eorgia, in the year 1861, before the war b^un;. he 
was then a seaman of the St. Helena, and remained there for about five weeks. 
He had been but once before in the United States, when he was an apprentice. 
He saQed firom Nassan about the end of December last, in command of the 
schooner Sylvanus, of Nassau, with a cargo of salt, six barrels of spirits, and 
some maniUa cord. On the 2d of January last, being then off Darien, the Syl* 
Tanus was fired at by the United States blockading vessel Huron, and was 
thereby sunk. The crew and himself, nine in all, were taken on board the 
Huron, and sixteen days afterwards were transported to the United States ship 
Massachusetts, and conveyed in her to Philadelphia. While on board tlie 
Huron the whole of the crew, the master cxcepteo, were placed in irons every 
night. On arriving at Philadelphia they were placed on boiurd the ^uardship for 
nine days, and were then sent to Fort I^ayette,all in irons, with the exception 
of the mate, who was suffering from a soro arm. They have been at Fort I^ifay* 
ctte for more than three weeks; and that since their capture on the 2d of Jani»> 
ary, neither the master nor any of the men had been examined. That tlie 
master had addressed two letters to me, one on the 4th and one on the 20th 
instant, to neither of which had he received any reply. The crew consists of 
the following persons, who are British subjects, vi^., Samuel N. Williams, a na- 
tive of Wales, mate; Robert James Rawlins, native of Belfast, Ireland; Wil> 
liam Riley, native of Dublin ; George Watson, native of Windsor, Nova Scotia; 
William Jackson, native of Tippcrary, Ireland; William Johnson, native of 
Nassau, New I^vidence, and James Wade, native of Dublin. The remaining 
seaman is a Belgian, named Paul Clark. 

In reference to the letters stated by the master to have been addressed by 
him to me, I beg to observe that I have not received any letter whatever from 
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I have, &c &;c &C., 
Lofto Lyons, Q. 0. B., dfc^ ^c^ ^e. 



Lord LyonB to Mr, Reward. 

Washington, March 5, 1864. 

Sit: In a note which I had the honor to address to you on the 23d of Jan- 
oaiy last, I enclose a copy of a despatch from her Majesty's consol at New 
YonL, reporting, among other things, Uie arrival at that place of prisoners, said 
to be principally foreigners, a considerable number of whom had oecn taken on 
board a steam vessel called the Antonic^ I, at the same time, observed that 
the information which had reached me concerning these individual prisoners 
was as yet so incomplete, that if the consul's despatch had rekted to them only, 
I should not so soon have called your attention to it 

I have now the honor to transmit to you extracts from further despatches 
from the same consul, and copies of papers enclosed in them, from which it ap- 
pears that the Antonica was a vessel belon^ng to the so-called confederates, 
out that a larfi;e number of the crew are British subjects. 

I have the nonor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant» 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM IL SawARD, Ifc., 4t., Ige. 
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EiirttU Qf€ dcspmidk frmm Cmutd AnkihaU to Lord lytm$, dated New York, MartkX 1864. 

I have the honor to traosmit, herewith enclosed, for jonr lordshipV infomuii- 
tion, a cop7 of a letter, dated the 20th, but received bj me on the 26th nltino, 
from James Barrett, one of the crew of the late steamer Antonica, complaining 
of the taking from him, and from another seaman of the above-mentioned vet- 
iBel, named Thomas Jones, both British subjects, the respective sums of eightf- 
•five and thirty-five dollars, being their own private pronerty. 

I transmit, likewise, a copy of a letter from Marshal Murray, to whoa I 
applied for information, acquainting me that the money in question has been 
delivered into the custody of the prize court at Washington. 

In my despatch of the 3d ultimo I informed your lordship that the Aa- 
tonica was a Confederate States vessel belonging to Charleston, South Canlinav 
and commanded by an American citizen, but that the crew was composed pria« 
cipally of British subjects. 



Iff. DmrreU to Mr. AtdiOM. 

No. 70 Ludlow Strbbt, New ToRKt 

February 20, 1864. 

Mv Dear Sir: I have to apply to you, as a subject of her Majesty's 
government, to aid me in getting my money returned to. me. It was my own' 
private funds which was taken from me when I was captured on board the steamer 
Antonica, on the 20th of December last I have been placed in the New Toik 
county jail without any means, and have been kept here two months. I cannot 
hear anything about getting my monev rctumea; it was taken by force from 
me, but with the promise that it would l>e returned on my arrival in New Tork. 
The amount was eighty-five dollars in specie. If you can aid me in any way» 
or compel tliem to rotum it, I will feel under many obligations for your kind- 
ness. Tbey took mv purse with the cash, and also a small masomc square and 
compass breastpin which I set some value to. I am a stranger in 'Sew Yoik« 
and liave been advised to coll on you for advice or aid. My friend and ship* 
mate, Thomas Jones, is in the same situation, and requests me to present his 
case to you. He is from Wales, not far from Liverpool lie hod only thirty- 
five dollars in specie, but it was his all, and he is much in need of it I bdong 
to Liverpool, but was bom in Dublin. 
Yours, &C., &C., izc^t 

JAMES BAItBETT. 

£. M. Archibald, Esq., 4«., dEc, Se. 



Mr. Murrmg to Mr. ArcklhM. 

Uxired States Marshal's Opficb. 
Soutkem District of Kew York, N. Y., March 1, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note addressed to toc 
by J. Barrett, one of the crew of the Antonica, and which communication hat 
been referred to me for explanation. 

In reply to the complaints made in that letter by Barrett, that his money had 
been taken from him, i have to state, that on the arrival of the crew of the 
Antonica at this nort I addressed a letter to the Secretary of the Navy, callhif 
the attention of the department to the fact that the various commanden of the 
blockading squadron bad taken the money belonging to the men, and requesting 
that some action be taken in the matter. The department at once issnca ordeit 
35 • 
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to the commancler of the squadron to collect these fand^ and remit them to 
Washington. This was done, and the department, under date of the 20th in- 
stant, has informed me of the arrival of the money at Washington, and that it 
has been delivered into the cnstody of the prize court of that city. I have 
already informed Captain Adair, of the Antonica, of this fact, and suppose he 
has communicated the same to the men. 
Very respectfully, &c, Scc^ &c^ 

ROBERT MURRAY. 
E. M. Archibald, Esq^ ^^tfc^ ijfc 



Extrmd qfa itspmUk from Comml Arekihald to Lord L^ous^daitd New York, March 3, 1864* 

Referring to my despatch of this date, I have the honor to rcjport to your lord- 
ship that, of the crew of the steamer Antonica, who are now confined in the county 
iail, there are, in all, twenty-six British subjects, whose names will be found in a 
list herewith enclosed. The Antonica was wrecked on the Frying-pan shoals, 
on the 20th of December last, when the crew took to the boats and were picked 
up at sea by a United States eunboat. They have now been confined m the 
county jail since about the middle of January lasL 

These men complain of bein^ constantly pestered by men to enlist in the 
naval or military service of the United States, and report that they are informed 
that this is the only way in which they will be able to obtain their liberty. I 
will communicate with the marshal on this subject, and report if any further 
action is nccessaiy. 



List of British subjects forming fort of the crew if the late steamship Antenicm* 



Kame. 



Age. 



Where bora. 



Class. 



James Banett 

Thomas Jones 

Hn^b Farley 

Edward Fortune 

John Momiy 

JobnCoibett 

John Keefe 

W.G. Finucffan 

Robert McMUlan 

Georj^e Brijrgs...... 

Dennis CougUlan ... 

Micbael Holmn 

John Carney 

James Gorman 

John Caranangb . . . , 

James Marsb 

Micbael Carana^b.. 
James Cuniuugham . 

Alex. Ilntton 

Cornelitia Carmody . . 

Joseph Poland 

Francis Farley 

John Leddy 

SamoenVallace.... 
John U. Morray.... 

James Patty 

James Kelly 



38 

2d 

32 

32 

23 

37 

20 

23 

23 

18 

23 

30 

33 

3d 

30 

2d 

27 

27 

21 

17 

25 

22 

27 

20 

29 

21 

14 



Dublin, Ireland 

Wales 

County CaTun, Ireland 

County Wexford, Ireland... 

County Tyrone, Ireland 

County Galway, Ireland ... 
County Donegal, Ireland... 

Dublin, Ireland 

Londondcnr, Ireland...... 

Dublin, Ireland ... ... 

County Tipperary, Ireland. 
County Muyo, ifebind .... 

do 

County Kilkenny, Ireland. 

Dublin, Ireland 

Dermnda 

County Longford, Ireland . 
County Down, Ireland.... 
County Wexford, Ireland . 
County Limerick, Ireland . 

Dublin, Ireland 

County Cavan, Ireland . .. 

County Clare, Ireland 

Harbor Islaud 

Dublin, Ireland 

Liverpool, England 

County Mayo^ Ireland 



Seaman. 
Fircman« 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Second steward. 
Seaman. 

Do. 
Fireman. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Steward. 

Assistant engineer. 
Cook. 
Fireman. 

Do. 
Third steward. 
Seaman. 
Fireman. 
Seaman. 

Do. 
Watchman* 
Seaman. 
Boy. 
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DbPABTMBXT of StATB* 

Wtuki^gtm. March 5» 1864. 

Mt Lord: I hare tbe honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of yov lordehip^t 
note of the first of March instant, in which yon have commnnicated to me eer* 
tain viewa which her Majesty's government nave taken of the cases of the Sir 
William Peel, the Science, and Uie JDashin|^ Wave^ bnt moce espedaOj of the 
case of the Sir William PeeL 

With a view to a fall consideration of the sabject, I have asked and recrived 
from the Secretary of the Navy the papers affecting the snbiect which have 
been received in his department Findinz that these papers did not (nmish me 
full information in regard to points spedaUy raised in your nute, I thought it 
proper to apply to your lordship for such farther information as yon mi^t be 
able to give, and I have now to acknowledge your lordship's courtesy in sub- 
mitting to me a series of documents relating to the subject, upon which papen 
it is presumed that the proceedings of her Majesty's government were founded. 

Alter a careful examination of all these papers I find that, in order to enable me 
to reply to your lordship's note with a due regard to the merits of the claim it 
presents, I need further information from the district attorney of the United 
States at New Orieans concerning the proceedings and present condition of thft 
cause which has been instituted in the prize court there. 

I have lost no time in calling for this necessary information to be furnished 
without delay. When it shall have been received I shall take the President's 
directions upon the subject and give ^ou the views of this government therenpcm. 
Your lordsllip may assure her Majestv's government that the subject wiU be 
promptly and fairly considered, with a desire to arrive at a jast and satisfiictotj 
disposition of the case. 

I have the honor to return to your lordship the documents belonging to your 
legation, which at my request were put into my hands, and to be, with the 
highest consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, fy:^ Sfc^ ijfc 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyonM. 

V£FARTMB?CT OF StATB, 

WatMngt4m, March 8, 1864. 

Mv LoBD : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your pommunicft- 
tion of the 5th instant, in relation to the case of the master and crew of the 
British schooner Sylvanus, and to inform your lordship that I have called upon 
the Secretary of the Navy and the United States marshal at New Tork for in- 
formation upon the subject When their reports come to me I shall do mysdf 
the honor to address your lordship again concerning it. 

I have the honor to remain, with lugh consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ 4^ ^ic 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyoiu. 

Dbpartmrnt op Stats* 

WaMwgUm, March 9, 1864. 
Hy LoRDi I have the honor to recur to your note of the lit instant, so fiv 
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ash relates to the riglits of the United States in reheard to maridme captures 
and juri8d]ctM)n» and in replj to enclose a copj of a letter of the 5tb instant 
from the Secretary of the Navy, to whom a copy of vonr note was sabmitted, 
irhich, it is hoped, will prove satisfactoiy to your lordship. 

I hare the honor to be» with high consideration* my lord, yonr obedient ser- 
▼anty 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Kdit Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ ^e^^e. 



Mr. ITcOm to Mr. Sewmrd. 

Navy Dkpastmbnt, March 5, 1864. 

Sir: I have had the honor to reedve yonr letter of the 3d instant, andaccom- 
panying papers, in relation to a difficulty which has seemed likely to grow ont 
of a misapprehension of the instmctions given to our cruisers in the gulf and 
on the coast of Mexico. 

I do not understand our government to claim the ridit of ''capturing ships 
for having carried contraband of war, after the contraband has been actually 
landed,'' unless the contraband has been landed by them in a blockaded port 
and they are on the return voyage from such ports ; nor the right of capturing 
ships in Mexican waters, or in any neutral waters; nor the right to capture 
neutral ships on a 6oMa jidt voyage from one neutral port to another, though 
laden with articles which would lie contraband if carried to an enemy's port; 
nor the ri^ht to capture neutral ships bound to an enemy's port, not blockaded, 
unless such ships have contraband on board; nor the right to exercise ex Jusive 
jurisdiction to tne extent of more than a marine league from our coast. 

With respect to the point last mentioned, any ^nisapprehcnsion which ensts 
may have arisen partly from what may have been an inadvertence, analo^us 
to a clerical error, in tno treaty with Mexico, and partly to our municipal law, 
under which merchant vessels bound to the United States may be boarded by 
the revenue officers when within four leagues of our coast Other nations have 
similar mimicipal laws, which are to be regarded merely as prescribing the con* 
ditions on which trade is permitted. 

We daim tbe right of capturing any merchant vessel returning from a block* 
mded port, after violating the blockade, such right to exist at any time during 
the return voyage. 

It is not improbable that the commanders of some of our cruisers in the gulf 
are not accurately informed of the extent of the national rights herein refened 
to, and the department will lose no time in placing the matter properly before 
them. 

The whole coast of Texas, except such part as may bo necessary for access 
to the port of Brownsville, is to be regarded as under blockade. 

The documents arc herewith returned. 

I am, respectfuUy, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy* 

Hon. William H. Sbward^ 

Secretary ^ Simie. 



Lerd LyoHM to Mr. Seward. 

Wasuinqton, March 9, 1864. 
Sm: Ilcr Mijesty*s government havo been informed tliat a lai^ quantity 
of coal, belonging to Messrs. William Anderson, Saxon fc Co., British merchants, 
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Was carried off from Aum Pequina by the United States ship Vanderbflt* wben 
that ship visited the pkce in the month of October last, and seized thece the 
British Tcssd Saxon* 

Her Majesty's government have directed me to state to yon that they cannot 
doubt that the government of the United States will immediately make to thft 
owners of this coal full compensation for the value thereof, as weU as for any 
loss they may have sustained by the unlawful act of the commander of thd 
Vanderbilt in appropriating it for the use of that vesseL 

Her ^lajesty's government have been unable to find in the reports wUch 
have reached them any justification of this violent act* or any excuse fat il^ 
and they have accordingly commanded me to address to you, in their namsb a 
direct remonstrance against it. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servant 

LYONa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, ^^ ^^ ^ 



Mr* Seward to Lard LyamM. 



Dbpartmbxt op Statb, 

WaMJiimgtan. March 11, 186i. 

Mv Lord : I have the honor to invite your attention to the enclosed copy of 
a letter of the 8th instant from the Secrltary of War, and of ^e report of 
Colonel L. 0. Baker, provost marshal of the War Department, which accom- 
panied it, in regard to piratical designs of insurgents against the United States 
who have sought refuge in her Majesty's provinces. 

I have the honor to request that your lordship will bring the subject under 
the consideration of his excellency the governor eeneral, with a view to such 
proceedings as an inquiry into the matter may render expedient. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, mj loord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAfiD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^Vt 4^ 4^ 



iff. StcaiMiftf Jfir. SMMti^ 

War Departiibnt, 
Wathhgtoii City. March 8, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor of enclosing to you a copy of a report made to this 
department by Provost Marshal Baker, for your information and such action as 
you may deem proper. 

Your obedient servant, 

EDWIN M. STANTON, 

SecrcUwjitf War. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of Stoic 



CMnd BMUrt^Mt. Simmtatu 

Wasuinotoji, D. 0.» March 8, 18M. 
Sir : Herewith I have the honor to forward a statement furnished by bno o{ 
my agents, who has been in Upper Canada for some two months. The statd- 
ment can be relied upon as being true in oveiy particular. 
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** There is now lying in Bondeaa liarbor, about 17 miles firom Gbeetliam, 0. W^ 
afore-and-aft schooner named the M^ontreal* commanded bv one Captain ^Vhitbj, 
former)^ a lieutenant in the confederate navy. She has on board two 24-poundcr8y 
a qnantitj of ammunition, anns-chcsts» caUasses, boarding pikes, &c ; she also 
baa a crew of fourteen men, nearly all escaped rebel prisoners. 

^Tbere is also lying, in New creek. Long Point Mansh, and about 15 miles 
from Fort. Stanley, 0. W^ a schooner named the Saratoga; she has four 
18-pounder8 on Ix^urd and is manned with a crew of 16 men. 
^ *«Both of the Tcssels referred to are not dismantled, as is usual during the 
winter uMmths in that dimate, but are kept in sailing condition at the shortest 
notlee.;' 

My informant has nungled and talked freely with the crews of these vessels, 
and they do not hesitate to avow their piraticid intentions as soon as navigation 
is resumed in the spring. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

L. 0. BAKER, 
Colondt end Agent War Department. 
Hon. Edwui M. Stanton, 

Secretary qf War. ^ 



Mr. SetDord to Lard Lyons. 



• Dbpaetmbnt op State, 

Washington, March 11, 1864. 

Ut Lobd: With reference to the despatch of the 6th ultimo, addressed to 
your lordship by E. IL Archibald, esq., her Majesty's consul at New York, in 
regard to the treatment of priBoners at Fort Lafavette, a copv of which was 
left at tills department,* I have the honor to enclose, in reply, a copy of a 
communication from the War Department* to which department the matter was 
referred for investigation. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 



WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, SfCf ^ ^ 



Osmersl Csnbff is Mr. Setemri. 

War Department, 
Washington City, February 29, 1864. 
Sir : The Secretary of War instructs me to transmit to you the accompanying 
copy of reports received from Msjor General John A. Dix, commanding de* 
partment of the east, to whom was referred your letter of the 12th instant, 
enclosing copy of a despatch of the 6th instant from the British consul at New 
York to Lord Lyons, relative to the treatment of prisoners, alleged British 
snUects, in Fort Lafayette, New York harbor. 
I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

ED. R. S. CANBY, 
Brig. Ocn. Auist. A<fjuL General. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State. Washington, D. O 

^ThsdetpatchsboTsrsfioaedtowiUbsfoimdintlisorilorof iti date in tUit ooiroftpondeoos. 
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Report ^tkt board of officers eontfned a/ Fori La/ayHUf New York larior^ 
February 17, 1SC4, purtuant to Special Order$ No. 35, dated keadqmarUro. 
Vmited UtaUs troops. New York city and harbor. New York, February 16» 
1864, of which theJbllowiMg is a copy s 

Hbadquastbbs Unitbd States TioorSt 
New York City and Harbor, New York, February 16, 1864. 

Special Obdbbs, ) 
No. 35. f 

[Exteot] 

IV. Panoant to instmctions from the Secretary of War, received thnni^ 
department headqoartcrs, dated Febmaij 13, 1861, the fonowtng named offioen 
are appointed a board to investigate and report npon the alleged treatment of 
British eubjcctft, held in confinement at Fort Lafayette, New York harbor : 

Major George W.Wallace, 6th United Sutea infantry; Major Dickenaoii 
Woodmff, 12th United Sutea infantry; First Lieutenant S. W. Cooper, 8th 
United States infantry. 

The board will meet at Fort Lafayette, New York harbor, Wednesday, 17th 
instant, at 12. 

By order of Brigadier General Stannard. 

A. P. FISK. 
Assistant Adjutant GenoraL 



Fort Lapaykttb, 
New York Harbor, February 17, 1864. 

The court convened pursuant to the above order. 

Present: Lieutenant S. W. Cooper, 8th infantry. Absent: Major George 
W. Wallace, 6th infantry ; Major Dickenson Woodruff, 12th infantry. 

Owing to the absence of the above-named members, the board adjourned 
until 12 o'clock m., Thursdav, the 18th instant. 

SIDNEY W. COOPER, 
Lieutenant Sth It^antry, Recorder. 



Fort Lafavbttb, 
New York Harbor, February 18, 1864. 

The board reconvened pursuant to adjournment 

Present: Major George W. Wallace, 6th infantry; Migor Dickenson Wood- 
mff, 12th infantry ; Lieutenant S. W. Cooper, 8th infantry. 

Pursuant to the above special orders. No. 35, the board proceeded to investi^ 
sate the alleged treatment of British subjects held in confinement at Fort L*- 
layette, New York harbor. 

After some deliberation the board decided to subpcena the prisoners them* 
adves as witnesses, and record their tesUmony. 

For this nurpose, Harry William Rocke, a prisoner and a British subiect, wm« 
first called before the bou*d. Upon his apnearance he was asked by the presi- 
dent, if he was willing to testify under oath before the board in rdation to the- 
treatment to which he, together with other prisoners confined in the same apart- 
ment, had been subject during the period of their incarceration. He replied b 
the affirmatiTS. 
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Tbe prisoner having been dnij sworn hj the recorder, testified as follows : 
M^ name is Hany William Rooke; I am a lieutenant in the royal artillery; 
I am just 21 years old ; have been in confinement ceven weeks ; I was bom in 
Embleton, Northumberland county, England ; I was commissioned as an ofScei 
of the British army, December 18, 1860; I was confined in a casemate at Fort 
Lafayette, about twenty-five feet lon§ and fifteen feet wide ; there were eleven 
in the room ; the windows and the fireplace are the same as in the command- 
ing officer's quarters at Fort Lafayette, except our casemate had one window 
leM ; the bedsteads were arranged on hinges against the wall and folded up ; 
when the beds were down, there was an interval of about two feet between 
them ; there was one small table in the room; there were no chairs in the room 
with the exception of the one which the British consul sent me by permission of 
General Dix. There was one wa;*hstand and basin for all the occupauts of the 
ro<Nn. We had one bathing tub for all the occupants of two casemates, about t wen- 
^-one in nnmber, until two or three days ago ; we now have two. We bathed 
at night, and after one had washed, there was no place to throw out the dirtv 
water. We were always allowed to go out during the day ; we had a small 
space for exercise about fifteen feet wide, and tliirty-fivc feet long, between 
the sentinels' beat and the walls of the fort We could exercise at all timet 
during the day, from reveille until sanset ; the door of the casemate is locked 
at sunset We were allowed to pass to the privies at all times between sunrise 
and sunset, under the euard of a sentinel ; we were frequently detained, because 
of the privies being full, or for want of sentinels. We had fresh beef five days 
in the week ; we brought our food ourselves from the kitchen. The bean soup 
was good enough. The coffee came to us already sweetened, without milk. 
We had hash occasionally. I have had provisions sent me, but they were 
stopped ; I received one small basket with apples, &c. I never had butter, 
pepper, mustard, or milk, as part of tbe ration. The fresh beef was very bad, 
inferior in quality, and badly served up. During the night we had one urine 
bucket in our apartment, which contained eleven prisoners. 

At this point the examination closed, and the foregoing testimony havine 
been read to the prisoner, he was asked if it was correct* to which he replied 
in the affirmative. 

Te$tim9ng of JoMtfk Euen* 

Joseph Eneas, a pris<mer and a British subject, was next called before tbe 
board as a witness, and having been asked if ho was willing to testify under 
oath in relation to the general treatment to which he had been subject during the 
period of his confinement in Fort Lafayette, and having replied in the affir- 
mative, he was duly sworn by the recorder, and testified as follows : 

Mv name is Joseph Eneas ; I was bom at Harbor island, Bahama islands ; I 
live m Brooklyn ; I have lived there (in Brooklyn) nearly twelve years ; in Uie 
'dtv.of Brooklvn, seven years; tho remainder of the time, partly in Brooklyn 
and partly in Kew York, except when I have made trips to the West Indies ; 
I am 39 years and some months old ; I never voted in my life in this country; 
I am a British subject ; I have been confined in the same room with Mr. Rooke. 
There were eleven prisoners confined in the same apartment I was confined 
January 1, 1864. There is one iron bedstead and a mattress for each prisoner, 
also a blanket; some have more than one blanket; we might have had more 
blankets if we had desired them. The beds folded up against tho wall ; when 
they are opened out, there is an interval of about eighteen inches between them. 
There were no chairs in this room when I came hero. Tho British consul sent 
one to Hr. Booko about two weeks ago. We had one broken washstand and tin 
basin for washing for all tho prisoners confined in the apartment We have 
one bathing tub for our apartment and the a^ioining one, containmg about the 
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■tme irambcr of priBoocrt. ThU bas bcea to coniUntlj in uie mob I baTe 
been bere, tbmt I bare bcea able to vie it bot once. Tbeie U no fcreea* 
tberefore I would onlr use it at nigbt; at nigbt we could not tbxow ont the 
dlrtT water; we could do so during tbe dar, and we always bad a plenty of 
fre^n water; sometimes we bad a whole cdndle, and sometimes only balf a one. 
Wc bad no candlestick, and never asked for any. We go to tbe privy in sqnada 
of six or seven under guard, and bave to Wiilt our turn. Tbe piivr will not 
accommodate more tban seven or eigbt at a tnm. Tbe food is verr bad. We 
bave ficfb beef about six times during tbe week; but it is of very bad quality* 
being toogb and grbtly. We bave bean soup daily, but it is not go<Mi; it is 
too watery — no beans in it We bave plenty of good bread. I bave never seea 
any boiled potatoes, and never any at all except what is contained in tbe stews 
in tbe morning. I bave never seen any otber vegetables of any kind. I bave 
bad supplies sent to me, but bave only received eome oysters in tbe canbrong^ 
me by my brotbcr. My friends bave sent me cake, kc^ but they would nol 
allow it to go to my room ; I was permitted to eat it in tbe officers' room. I 
bad an orange and an apple sent me by my childrcnt bat tbey were taken oot 
of tbe valise, and I did not get tbea. 

At tbis point tbe testimony closed, and tbe foregoing evidence baving beea* 
read to tbe prisoner, be was aiked if it was correct, to wbicb be replied in the 
affirmative. 

Tbe hour baving arrived for adioumment. Majors Wallace and Woodruff 
stated to tbe board, in relation to their absence on tbe day apfwinted for the 
board to convene, that owing to tbe prevailing 8tonn» it was imposeiUe for 
them to reach Fort Lafayette. 

The court then adjourned until to-morrow at 11 a. nt, Friday, February 19. 

Lieut W. COOPER. j 

LUutcMani 8A LJatUnft Recorder. | 

I 

Fort Lafaybttb, f 

Kew York Harbor. February 19, 1864. j 

Tbe board re-convened pursuant to adjournment j 

Present : Major George W. Wallace, 6th infantry ; Major Dickenson Wood* - • 

ruff, 12tb infantry ; Lieutenant S. W. Cooper, 8tb mfantir. • 

Tbe proceedings of the previous day having been read, tbe board proceeded ; 

with tbe investigation. j 

TcfCiMMif rf Ltiat Bc^imwUum / 

Lewis Benjamin, a prisoner, was next caDed before the board as a witness* [ 

and having been askect if be was willing to testify under oath in relation to the I , 

treatment to which he bad been subject during tbe period of bb confinement in j 

Fort Lafayette, and baving replied in tbe affirmative, be was duly sworn by the j 

recorder, and testified as follows : My name is Lewis BcnjamhL I was bora } 

in London, England. I am a resident of New York dty, and have been ainee | 

1852— on and off since 1842. I bave voted in New York city, and do not ^ 

daim to be a British subject I do not think the casemates are overcrowded 
for healthy persons. There are ten in tbe room in which I am confined* We 
have bad rice and potatoes served to us twice since I have heta here. The 
coffee is very bitter. There is no coffee in it It is imperfectlysweetened, and 
we have no milk. Tbe fresh beef is very bad— very tongih. We get it nearlj 
every day. Tbe bean soup is not good. At first the beans were rotten. Tm 
bread is good, and we have plenty of it We bave iron bedsteads which fold 
np— one for each person— with mattress and blanket Tbe nrivies are fil^^T 
and dirty, and I have frequently been compelled to wait halt an honr. W% 
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liave no batbhig tub in onr room. I bought a tin foot-tab for my own 
T7e have a smsJl epace for cxcrciso bctw^n the ecntrics' beat and the walL 
The gicat deprivation is sanlight and air. We have candles every night We 
made a compuunt at first and requested permission to buy candles, but the offi* 
cers sent us five or ten pounds. I am confined in casemate No. 3. I have had 
provisions sent me» but I was not permitted to receive them. My wife applied 
to headauarters for permission to bring me certain articles of food. Tl^y in- 
formed her that there was no objection to my receiving them. She brought 
them down on Sunday, and heme unable to cross, sent them to me. I applied 
to the officer of the day on Monday, and he informed me that he knew nothing 
about them. The next day I received a note from the officer of the day, say* 
ing, that upon consultation with the post surgeon he had learned that it was in* 
compatible with existing regulations that I should receive theoi. 

At this point the examination closed, and having heard the fore^ing testi- 
mony read, the prisoner was asked if it was correct, to which he replied in the 
affirmative. 

Testimoag qf Dr. OHs0Ut Ading A$$i$tMmi Smrg99tL 

Acting Assistant Sur^n Gibson was next called before the board as a wii> 
ness, and, having been duly sworn, by the recorder, testified as follows : I have 
been stationed at this post nearly four weeks. My duties have been exdusivdj 
hospital duties. I should not think that eleven prisoners would be an excess in 
one of these casemates. I think the prisoners nave had sufficient exercise for 
all purposes of health. I have never found any disease, in my experience hersb 
resulting from their confinement or treatment. The condition of the prisoners 
is good. I have known but one instance hero of a man suflTering for want of 

E roper food. 1 have reported his case. He has been receiving provisions from 
is friends from time to time. The prisoner Benjamin has never applied to me 
for medical treatment 1 have refused provisions to be sent to him* not knowii^ 
anything of his i 



At this point the examination closed, and the foregoine testimony was read 
to the witness, and having asked if it were correct, he replied in the affirmative. 

TeHiMumif ^ LUtatnmmi SUtUe^ Kkh Irfmmirift P«sf A^jfUmmL 

Dent Stanley, 10th infantry, post adjutant, was next called as a witness before 
the board, and, having been dulv sworn by the recorder, testified as fdlows: 

I have been post adjutant since x^ovember 8, 1863. The Secretary of War has 
prohibited any provisions being sent to the prisoners. The post surceon has per> 
mission ^by Gen. Dix*s instruction) to pass in provisions for the sick. It is the 
dutv of the officer of the day to examine the food. The garrison and the prisoners 
all nave the same food, and cooked the same, at the same time, in the same manner, 
and in the same utensils. They have the same coffee, the same bean soup, same 
beef, and the same pork. The food is prepared by details of soldiers from the 
garrison. They are allowed to go to the mess>room and eat their food. The coffee 
18 the same as is issued all through the army as a part of the ration — ^inferior, in 
my opinion. The fresh beef is of good Quality. Potatoes are issued twice in 
ten days by the ration table. They are tumished freauently with boiled riee. 
No other vegetables are ever given to the prisoners. The food is examined by 
me once a month as acting inspector general, and reported upon by me. This 
inspection embraces everything. The food is property cooked and in a cleanly 
manner. Tho beef is composed eaually of <*iore^' and *'hind*' quarters. It is 
as good as I have purchased in the market for my own mess. I havo eaten 
thb beef myself Tho angar and beans are of Uie first quality. A requisition 
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was WMi/B m January for fluniif Cb Iml U lias not been filled. Anodier reggj" 
sitioii was laade a few days ago. TIm prisoners bare plenty of fbd. Tbej 
hare stores in the large casemates* and grates fai the small ones. They haT« 
the regular ration of candles. Tabs §o€ bisthing are ftunisbed the prisoners, mm 
many as they hare room for. A candle is nerer cat. We always issne wliol« 
ones to the different caicmates. There is one wash4>asin and one wash-stand 
hi each casemate. Tho prisoners ore famished with mattresses, sheets. piIlown» 
pillow-cases, and blankets by the goreniment Prisoners go to the privies ia 
squads of seven or eight at s time whenever thqy wish, under guard. Ths 
nrivies are always kept clean. I firoqueatly make inspection, and luways, wbem 

I am officer of the dar. I inspect both tlie nrovisions and the quarters. Tbo 
prisoners are famished with com4MOOBS and water buckets. Tbey may haws 
their clothes sent out or washed in the garriscm. There is no distinction mads 
between British subjects and other prisoners. Tbey are all treated alike. By 
direction of tho commanding officer, I requested any seven prisoners in ''No. 
5,** which hdd twenty-seven in aU, to remove, if they pleased, to '*No. C/* 
which had but eleven in it; ther all refused, saying they were very oota- 
fortable. The bedsteads are rin^ iron bedsteads, furnished by the govern- 
ment The casemates in which British subjects are confined are not so mock 
crowded as the other casemates. I have purchased the same beams and tlis 
same sugar for mv mess as are issned to the prisoners. The prisoners and sol- 
diers cat separately— they alternate in eatinr first 

At this point tho examination dosed. The foregoing evidenee having besa 
read to the witness, and having been asked if it was correct, he replied in ths 
affirmative. 

The court then adjourned until to-morrow, (Saturday, the 20th instant,) at 

II o'clock. 

SIDNEY W. COOPER, 
LieuUnatU 8t4 LifatUryt Reeordar. 



Port Lapatbttb, 
Ktw York Harbor, February 20, 1864. 
The board convened pursuant to adjournment 

Pjresent: Major George W. Wallace, Gth infantry; Major Dickens<m Wood- 
rufi; 12th infimtry ; lieutenant S. W. Cooper, 8th infantry. 

Tcstimamfi ^ Litwi tmmwi C. 8 BebtrUom, lOOk h^frnMrg. 

lieutenant C. S. Robertson, lOtfa in&ntir, was next called before the board 
as a witness, and, having been duly sworn by the recorder, testified as follows: 

I have been post quartermaster at Fort Lafayette since the 21st ci Sep- 
tember, 1863. I am also comnussary of subsistence at the post Theio have 
never been any^ complaints made to the officers of the post, nor to me as conn 
missary of subsistence, by the prisoners in relation to thdr food. 

The cofice issued to the prisoners is the same as is issued throughout the 
army as a part of the ration. It comes from Colonel Eaton, assistant conunis* 
sary gcncnu at New York. The fresh beef issued to the prisoners is the same 
as is issued to the garrison six days during the week. The seventh day ^they 
have salt beef or pork. The bean iioupis the same that the garrison have, as 
fine soup as I have ever seen made for a company. We issue thirty pounds of 
potatoes to every one hundred rations. The prisoners have boiled rice and 
molasses twice a week. If they do not choose to have rice and molasses they 
may have molasses and bread. There is always a plenty of breadi m<tto thaa 
they can use, and of excelleni quali^. 
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The nmnber of prisonen hi tbe casemates has been equalized as much as pos- 
sible. Eacli prisoner has a bonk* mattress* pillow, pillow-cases, sheets, and three 
l>lanket8. There is always a plenty of fnel, and fires are kept up uight and 
Aatj ; the prisoners are supplied with a whole candle in each room evciy night 
TIThere is a wash-basin and stand in each room. They might have had more 
^irash-basins and stands if they had applied for them. There is one bathing 
tob in each casemate, and there may be more if it is necessary. There is always 
A plenty of fresh water. The large privy is divided into two parts, the prisoners 
QSiDg one half and the garrison the other. A sentinel is placed over it, and it 
is bis duty to cause all parties entering it to preserve cleanliness. Prisoncn 
are permitted to walk in front of their rooms. In my opinion the casemates in 
^which the British subjects are confined are not over-crowded. I have made 
requbitions for furniture upon the commissarr general of prisoners, and they have 
not been filled. The casemates in which the British subjects are confined are 
less crowded than those in which the soldiers of the garrison live. 

At this point the examination closed, and the foregoing testimony was read 
to the witness, and having been asked if it was correct he replied in the afBrmative. 
The court then a^ourned until 12 o'clock, Uonday, the 22d instant 



Port Lapavbttb, 
New York Harbor, February 22k 1864. 

The court convened pursuant to adjournment 

Present: Major George W. Wallace, 6th infantry; Major Dickenson Wood- 
ruff, 12th infantry; lieutenant S. W. Cooper, 8th infanti^. 

After some ddiberation, accompanied by the officer of yesterday, the board 
made a careful and thorough inspection of the food served to the prisoners, and 
of the quarters in which they were confined. The casemates were clean and 
apparently comfortable, and the food of the best quality, neatly prepared aind 
palatable. The board directed the recorder to prepare a report upon the evi* 
dence adduced, to be submitted for the approval of the board on the morrow ; 
and there beiog no further buainess, the board adjourned until 12 o'clock Tues* 
day, the 23d instant 

Port Lapaybttb, 
Kew York Harbor, February 23, 1864. 
The board convened pursuant to adjournment 

Present : l^Iajor George W. Wallace, 6th infantry ; Miy or Dickenson Wood* 
ruff, 12th infantry ; Lieutenant 8. W. Cooner, 8th infantry. 

The recorder submitted his report to the board, and, after some modifications, 
it was adopted : and there being no further business, the board adjourned sme die* 

GEORGE W. WALLACE, 
Mqjor etk Vkiied States Infantry, President Board. 
Sidney W. Coopbb, 
Li e utenant Sth ItfatUry, Recorder. 



Port Lapjiybttb, 
New York Harbor, February 23, 1864. 

The board convened pursuant to the above special orders, and having con- 
tinued its labors from day to dav, after a most careAd and thorough invcstiga* 
tiottf havo the honor to submit toe followbig reporti 



DIFLOILLTIO COSBESPOKDEKCX. 557 

1. Tbal tbe SccrcUrj of War luu pVobibited unj proTistona or rapplks hmMg 
tent to the prifODcrt confined in Fort Lafajctte, bat, hj conetmction of Major 
Gcucral Dix, commanding department of tbe ea«t, tbe po«t surgeon it anlbofw 
bed to receive food and supphea for iocb prisoners at may require a cbange of 
diet 

2. Tbat tbe casemates in wbicb tbe Britisb subjects are confined are nnek 
less crowded tban tbose in wbicb persons of a different cbaracter are incarceratedt 
or tbose in wbicb tbe soldiers cf tbe grorrison live; tbat deven prisoners is not aa 
excess in one of tbese casenutes ; Uiat tbe prisoners bave sufficient exercise ia 
tbe open air for all purposes of b^tb; tbat Uie prisoners are in excellent pbyd- 
cal condition, and tbat, according to tbe report of tbe post surgeon at Fort LaTajettflb 
tbere bas not been, nor does tbere exist now, any disease wbicb is tbe direct or 
indirect result of tbe treatment to wbicb tbe prisoners bave been subjeet. 

3. lliat eacb prisoner is fumisbed witb an iron bedstead, wbicb folds a;> dniw 
log tbe day, and wben let down at nigbt leaves an interval between tbat and 
tbe adjoining one of about two feet ; tbat eacb prisoner is supplied by tbe eovem- 
ment witb a mattress, (bair or straw,) sbeets, pillows, piUow-cases, and tbree 
blankets, and tbat wben tbe door is closed at nigbt tbe ventilation is suffidenl 
for allpurposes of bealtb. 

4. That if deficiencies exist in tbe matter of cbairs and tables, requisitions bave 
been twice made upon tbe commissair cencral of prisoners and forwarded, but up 
to tbepresent time bave not been fiuei 

5. That eacb casemate is supplied witb a bathing tub, and tbe occupants may 
bave more if they so desire ; and tbat tbe prisoners bave a constant and abun- 
dant supply of fresh water during the day for bathing purposes. 

6. That the privics»used by the prisoners are constructed simOarly to tbose 
used by the officers of the garrison, and from necessity extend over tbe water. 
That a sentinel is placed over them, who is instructed to enforce cleanliness ha 
their use ; tbat they are kept clean ; tbat tbe prisoners are permitted to visit the 
privies in squads of six or seven under guard of a sentinel, from reveille 
until sunset, when tbe doors of their aoartments are closed ; and tbat a tub is 
placed inside tbe casemato for tbe use of tbe prisoners during tbe night 

7. That tbe soldiers composing the rarrison and tbe prisoners in tbe fort are 
all supplied witb the some articles of food ; that this food is cooked at the same tims^ 
in tbe same manner, and in tbe same utensils ; that it is prepared by details of 
soldiers composing the rarrison ; tbat tbe coffee is tbe same as is issued all tbrough 
tbe army as a part of the ration ; tbat tbe fresb beef, wbicb is supplied six days 
during the week, is of excellent quality ; tbat tbe bean soup is such as ia made 
by every company in tbe army ; tnat potatoes are served out, 30 pounds to every 
hundred rations ; that the bread is of superior quality, and supplied in abun* 
dance ; that rice and molasses are frequently fumisbed ; that tbe re^lar ration 
of candles is furnished, and in no instance is a candle cut in half; tbat the prisoners 
alternate with the soldiers of the garrison in goin? first to m^s ; dut the food 
and quarters are diuly inspected by tbe officer of tbe day, and once a month 
by the post adjutant, as acting inspector genend, and reported upon, and fire* ' 
quently at other times. 

We have tbe honor to state tbat every facility was afforded tbe board by the 
commanding officer of Fort Lafayette for prosecuting this investigation. 

Accompanied by tbe officers of the day, tbe officers of tbe board made a cardul 
and thorough inspection of tbe food furnished tbe prisoners, and of tbe casemates 
in which they are confined. 

GEORGE W. WALLACE. 
Major eik U. S. Is/ant rjf, Praidcni ^tke Board, 
BlONBV W. C00PBt« 

XticutcMtU M Lf/imtrft Recorder. 
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Lard Lyoiu to Mr. Seward. 

Washington* March 13, 1864* 

Sir : I bave had tlie boxuNr to receive your note of tbe daj before yesterdaj* 
'-esiiectiog two scbooners now lying in Canadian waters under circnmstancet 
which are held to be sospidonB. 

In compliance with your request, I have, without loes of time, birougbt the 
matter to tbe notice of the p>vemor general of the ^irorince. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble senrant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 9fe^9fe^%e. 



Lard Lyam ta Mr. Seward. 



Washington, March 13, 1864. 

Sia : I have the honor to enclose for your consideration a copy of a letter 
which I have received from tbe governor general of Canada, tranemittins a 
copy of a letter addressed to bis excellency by Mr. White, an extensive breeder 
of cattle, requesting that tbe United States government, will so far relax tbe 
order against tbe exportation of live stock as to enable him to take into Canada 
a bull ktely purchased by him in tbe United States. 

I venture to express a nope that tbe governor general's request in favor of 
Mr. White may be taken into favorable consideration. 

I have tbe honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 9gc.t^*9^ 



Fiseomd Monek f# Lard LfOiM. 

I 
i\ QuBBBC, March 8, 1864. 

I My Lord: I have tbe honor to enclose a letter addressed to me by Mr. 
' t White, member of tbe provincial parliament, requesting me to endeavor, through 
i your excellency, to obtain from tne government of tbe United States a relaxa- 
tion of tbe order against tbe exportation of live stock so as to enable him to 

( bring into this province a bull which he has lately purchased in tbe United 

States. 

Mr. White is an extensive breeder of valuable cattle, and tbe bull which is 
the subject of the oresent application is sought to be imported for tbe purpose 
of improving tbe blood of Mr. White's herd. 

Under these circumstances, I trust that the United States government will 
not object to the relaxation of tbe rulo in tho present instance* 

I I * I have, &e.t 

! MONCK. 

! Lord Lyons, Q.0.B^ tfc^ic^ifc. 
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Mr. tmu UkU EzetKemeg dm OracnMr KUmtni^ Cmm^ 

QcBBBO, Marek 5, 1864. 
My Lobd: I purcbasod % ball from James 0. Sbeldon* esq^ of Generm* 
United Sute«t, for tbe purpose of improving mj stock of ihort-boms* and find, 
bj an order issaed to tbe collectors on tbe Niagara frontier, tbat tbej bave r^ 
ceived imperative inFtractions from tbe aatborities at Wasbington, restrakmis 
tbe exportation of live stock as contraband of war. 

Mj object in addressing yon is for tbe purpose of procnrinff a rdaxatioB «f 
tbat order so far as relates to tbe animal purcbased fr«m Mr. Sbeldon. 
I have, kc^ 

JOHN WHITE. 
His Excellency the Govebnor Gbxbbal, Igc^lgc^tfc. 



Lardjjyotu to Mr. Seward. 

[McmorandviB, receared Usrcb 12h 1604.] 

Commnnications from varioos parts of tbe province bave been addressed to 
tbe government of Canada, complaining of tbe injurious operation of tbe orders 
issued some time ago by the federal government, prohibiting tbe exportation 
from tbe United States of live stock and anthracite coaL 

By the order prohibiting the exportation of " live stock," tbe slaugbterinff of 
animals from the United States in Canada is prevented, but no restraint wbai* 
ever is placed upon tbe exportation of the flesh of these animals, either cnred or 
in the carcass. Heretofore a coosiderable quantity of bacon from American 
bogs has been cured in Canada with special reference to its adaptation to iba 
£ngli:^b market This traffic, advantageous alike to the American grower and 
the Canadian buyer, is suppressed, without accomplishing in any degree tbe 
professed object of the restriction. If a short supply of animal food for tbe nse 
of tbe armies of tbe United States were apprehended, so grave a danger could 
hardly be averted by simply prohibiting tne exportation of live animals while 
permitting the unlimited exportation of Vie meat of tbe same animals if slangb* 
tercd within American territory. Although the restriction respecting antbradle 
coal presents no such anomaly as that just adverted to, it is productive of hr 
greater inconvenience to the people of Canada than tbe other regulation. Tbeie 
are scattered through the western part of tbe pro\nuce numerous iron foundries 
and other factories which have heretofore been wholly supplied with fuel fro^ 
the United States, consisting mainly of anthracite coaL liie sudden and unex- 
pected stoppage of the usud supply of fuel mnst be productive of tbe most dis- 
astrous consequences to the innocent owners of these establishments, wbo» of 
course, relied on the continuance of tbe ordinary freedom of commercial inter- 
course so long as relations of amity subsisted between tbe governments of tbe 
two countries. 

The prohibition is believed to bave been solely designed to prevent American 
coal from passing into the bands of tbe enemies of the United States, or being 
used for purposes hostile to the United States, neither of which consequences 
would be likely to flow from the exportation of coal to Canada, at points so 
remote from the sea as to preclude tbe probability, if not tbe possibility, of anj 
intercourse with the enemies of tbe Unit^ States. 

Tbe enforcement of these prohibitive regulations is entailing not only great 
inconvenience, but serious positive loss on a good many iKople in Canada, and 
it is believed that it might be made apparent to tbe United States government 
tbat no military object is gained by nuuutaining the application of tbem to tbat 
prorinos 
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Mr. Scwcurd to Lard Ly<m$. 

Department op State, 

Was/iingtoH, March 16, 1864. 
My LoED : I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
9th instant, relative to a quantity of coal taken from Angra Pequena bj the 
United States steamer Vandcrbilt, which coal is claimed as the property of 
Messrs. William Anderson Saxon Sc Co., British merchants. 

Upon inquiiy at the Navy Department it has been ascertained that the Van- 
derbOt did take on board a quantity of coal at the place, which, as it had noto- 
riously been sent thither to supply the insurgent steamer Alabama, there was 
every reason to suppose was insurgent property. If, however, the claimants 
will show that it was sent for a different purpose, and that, in point of fact, it 
was their property, a fair price will be paid for the article. 

I have the honor to be, my lord, your very obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^^ Ijfc^ Ijfc * 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 

Department of State, 

Wiishinglonf March 16, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communis 
cation of the 13th instant, informing me of the course adopted by your lordship 
concerning the representation made in my note of the 11th instant as to reported 
piratical designs of the insurgents in connexion with the schooners Montreal 
and Saratoga in Canadian waters, and to express my thanks for your prompt 
proceedings in the matter. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. SEWAED. 
Bight lion. Lord Lyons, ifc, Sfc, ^ 

•/ 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyonM. 

Department op State, 

Wathingtont March 17, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to recur to your note of the 15th ultimo, enclos- 
ing extracts from despatches addressed to your lordship, on the 9th and 10th of 
the same month, by Mr. Archibald, her Majesty's consul at Ndw York, in regard 
to the restrictions imposed on the exportation of merchandise, more especially of 
brendstuffd and provisions, from that port to places within the Queen's dominions, 
and expressing a hope that some measures will be taken, without delay, to 
remedy, or at least to mitigate, the alleged grievance set forth by Mr. Archibald. 

Having subnutted the subject to the consideration of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, to whom a copy of your note, and of its accompaniments, was commn. 
nieatcd, I have the honor to inform your lordship that, by the act of May 20» 
1802, (Laws XIII, p. 404,) it is provided " that whenever a permit or clearance 
is granted for either a foreign or domestic port, it shall bo lawful for the collector 
grunting the same, if he shall deem it necessary under the circumstances of die 
case* to require a bond to bo executed by the master or owner of a vessel, in a 
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penalty equal to the ralne of tbe earn, and with sweties, to the aatiafactioa of 
wA collector, that the aaid cargo shall be deliTered at the deatioation fi»r wiUk 
it is deared, or pernutted, and Uiat no iwrt thereof ahaU be lued in aibffii^ 
or comfort to any penon or parties in msorrcction against the anthorities of tho 
United States.** And in acoordance with said proTiskma of law, bonds hare beem 
required, of which I have the honor to enclose a oopj. It i^pears diat the 
hoiues known as Menrs. Hunter dc Go. and Smithers & Co. complain that the 
collector has made the penalty of their bonds doable the amount or the shipaaenL 
In this he is belieyed to have exceeded the requirements of the act aboro cited, 
and he has been so informed. Bonds are not reauired by law of all pof^M- 
Firms whose high standing for worth and loyalty place them above all snspidom 
may, if the collector so please, make their shipments without a bond; butof thia 
the collector is the iodge, and while the law stands as it does, it » not secahov 
he can be eontrollea in the discharge of the duties with which he b diarged. 

I bare the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedieat 
serrantt 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

Right Hon. Lord LvoNa, ^c^ %e^ ^c 



Know all men by these presents, that we,—: , are held and finoly 

bound unto the United States of America in the sum of dollars, lawfiil 

money of the United States of America, to be paid to the sud United States of 
America, or their assigns ; for Mrhich payment, well and trulr to be made^ wo 
bind ourselres. our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by theee presents. 

Scaled with our seals. Dated the day of , one thousand ^ght 

hundred and sixty-three. 

Now the condition of this obligation is as follows: Whereas — — -• 

about to ship from the port of New York to , in the yessel called the - 



certain goods, wares, and merchandise ■ enumerated in the manifest or 

invoice of said : Now, if said goods, wares, and merchandise shall be 

delivered at aforesaid, and shall not be transported to any place under 

insurrectionaiy control, and shall not, in any way, be used to give m or eomfert 
to the insurgents, with or by the consent, permission, or connivanoe of the ownera, 
shippers, carriers, or consignees thereof, , then diis oUigadon to be void; 

otherwise to be and remain in full force and ^rtoe. 

Statb op New Toik, 

Ciiy and QnuUy of New York. s$: 

On this day of , A. D. 1863, before me persmialty aroeaiod 

the within named , to me known to be the perscms deocnbed in 

and who executed the foregoing bond, and severally acknowledged diat thej 
executed the same. 

iKoUryPMie. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

Department op 8tati» 

Woihingtm^. March 1% 1864. 
Ky Loro : With reference to the correspondence which has taken place be- 
tween your lordship and this department on tibe subject of the exportation of 
live stock and anthracite coal from the United States to her Britannic M^eaty'a 
possessions in this vicinity, I have to remarkt that the temporary restnctiona 
360 
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*wbich it baa been deemed ncceesaiy to place npoii tbal trade bave not been 
occasioned by an j nnfncndlj spirit towards ber Majesty's government, or towards 
Britisb subjects. Tbe measure bas been adopted after due deliberation^ and bas 
been dictated by public exisencies growing out of tbe present civil war. Tbese 
bave produced an extraormnary demand for fresb meat, for tbe militaiy and 
naval forces of ^e United States ; a demand whicb bas created a comparaUve 
scarcitT of that article, and a corresponding advance in its price. It bas been 
dcemea expedient to dieck tbat scarcity and tbat advance, so far as it can be 
done, by a restriction upon tbe exportation, llie same consideration has ruled 
in ibe case of anthracite coaL With reference to this article, however, another 
element bas measurablv, at least, influenced the policy of this government, 
namely, the. notorious fact that fuel of that character is, for obvious reasons, 
preferred by blockade-runners, who, before tbe restricUon went into effect, were 
m the habit of supplying themselves with the article at those porU of her Ma- 
jesty's possessions near us, which, ever since the spring of 1861, they bave made 
the bases of their operations. 

It is confidently hoped, therefore, that her Majesty's government will see that 
the measure complained of has been actuated by the high motive of self-preser- 
vation, and by no want of due sympathy for those residents of the adjacent Brit- 
ish rolonies to whom it may occasion temporaiy inconvenience. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your lordship the assurance 
of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. LosD Lyons, ^^Sfc^^c 



Mr. Seward to Jjori L^foiu. 

Dbpartmbzvt op State, 

WoMkingtom, March 19, 1864 

My Lord : I have the honor to recur to your two notes of the 5th instant, 
one of whidi rdates to the detention of three of the crew of the British schoon'er 
Sallie, in lail at New York, and the other to that of the master and crew of the 
British schooner Sylvanus, at Fort Lafayette, and to inform your loidsbip that, 
at the rec<»nmendation of this department, the Secretary of the Navy bas durected 
their dischaige from custody. 

I have the honor to be, with hi|^ consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, Sfc^ Sfc^^c 



Hr. Seward to Lord Lyomo. 



Dbfartmbnt 07 Statb, 

Waehingtom. March 21, 1864. 
Mv Lord: This department has informatbn to the effisct that some of the 
parties who were concerned in the pfaratical capture of the steamer Chesapeake, 
belonginff to the mercantile marine of this country, who took refuge in the prov 
ince of New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, and whose extradition was requested in 
my note to yon of the 20th of December last, were ordered by the magistrate 
boiTore whom they were brought to be delivered up, pursuant to tho reqmsition. 
The prisoners, howover, applied to a judg^ for a habeae corpu$, which was 
granted, and they were released by bis order, for reasons set fozth in an opinion 
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a cop7 of wbidi bas been recMTod. The reasons r efared to seem to be so erro* 
neoos and ineonclasiye» and so mocb atrariancs witb tbe intentions of tbe par« 
ties to tbe treaty of WaBhin|;ton* tbat it is to be boped tbe proeeeding adreked 
to may not be final in regard to tba persons to wbom it reliUes. Awaitfnf • 
however, tbe resolt of anj fbrtber nroceediags wbidi may take place npon tfis 
subject, it will be resenred with reference to a fiirtber communication to yon. 

1 haye tbe honor to be^ with high c o n si deration, my lord, year obeiUent ser* 
Tant, 

WILLIAX H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Loan Lvo.^s, ^e^ ^e^^c 



Mr. Sewmrd U Lord L^mu. 

DsPArTMBTT OP StATB, 

WasJkimgim. March tl, 1864. 

Mv LoBD : I baTO the honor to inform yonr lordship tbat Oommander Bo- 
biodo is supposed to be on his way north, and tbat when be arrives, inqniiy will 
be made of bim in ref^urd to tbe authenticity ^ the intercepted letter, aeopy of 
which accompanied yonr note of tbe 4th instant, respecting the case of the Sir- 
WiUiam Ped. 

I have the honor to be, witb high consideration, my lord, yonr obedknt i 
vant, 

WILUAM H. SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, Sc^ ifc^ Ige. 



Lord Lynu la Mr. Seward. 

WA8UINQT02I, MoTck 21, 1864. 

Sir : With reference to the note which I bad the honor to address to yon on 
the 23d of Decemb^ last, and to the answer which yon were so good as to make- 
to it, on tbe 20th of January last, I beg leave to transmit to yon, with this note,, 
a box which has been sent to me by her Majesty's government, and which con- 
tains one of the cannon balls fired at tbe Margaret and Jessie by tbe United 
States ship Rhode Island, together with the piece of iron struck by It 

In pursuance of instructions which I have received from her lujesty*s gov— 
emment, I take thb opportunity of pressiue the United States government fer- 
a decision in the case of the Margaret and Jessie and of expressing the regret * 
of her Majesty's government that the case has not already been satisfactorily 
disposed it. 

I have the honor to be, witb the lughest consideration, rir, yonr most obedient,, 
bumble servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAX H. Sbwakd, 4^ 4^ 4^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyoae. 



Dbpabtmbnt cf State, 

WaskhgUnh March S3S, 18S4. 
My Lobd : I have the honor to acknowledge tbe rccdpt of yonr note ctjt%^ 
torday relative to the case of the Margaret and Jessie, and of the box referred 
to therehu 
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Tour lordslup infomis me thal« in punoance of instructions from ber Majesty's 
gOTemment, jon take the opportunity of pressing the United States govem- 
inent for a dedsion in this case* and of expressing the regret of her Majesty's 
government that it has not already been satisfactorily disposed of. 

I have the honor to inform your lordship, in reply, that I cannot admit that 
there has been inattenUon* or odier than imaToicULble delay. A cop^ of you 
note, and iho box which accompanied it, have been forwarded to the Secretary 
of the Navy for his attention in connexion with all the testimony which has 
been adduced concerning the afiBilr. 

I have the honor to M, with high eonsideratbn, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

lUgfat Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ fe^ 4^ 



Mr. Seward to Lard Lyam. 

Department of Statb, 

Waskingtoih March 22, 1864. 
Mv Lord : I do myself the honor to enclose a copv of a letter of the 16th 
instant, and of the accompanying affidavit, addressed to this department by 
Messrs. Haidy & Hardy, of Brantford, Canada West, upon the subject of the 
alleged abduction of Ira Lee and Greor^ Cooper from United States territory 
by a Canadian constable. It is desirable that the case should receive due in- 
vestigation, and that proper amends should be made, if the facts should turn out 
to be as set forth in the papers. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
KgH Hon. Lord Lyons, ^e^ ^^ \c 



Mts$r$. Bmtdn k HonTf to Mr. Sewrd. 

Brantford, Canada West, March 16, 1864. 

Sir : We are instructed, on behalf of Ira Lee and Gkorge Cooper, citizens of 
the United States, to represent to the American government the followiog facts 
and circumstanees : 

That they are citizens of the United States, and came to Canada a few months 
since. They left Canada in February last and proceeded to Tonawanda, in New 
York State. Whfle sleeping at a hotel in the village they were arrested by 
the American authorities oi the place, on a charge of stealing horses at the 
town of Paris, and county of Brant, in this province, and, by a policeman or 
constable, handed over to a constable by the name of Gardiner, trom Canada, 
who handcuffed them and brought them against their will to Canada. This 
without an investigation before an American justice of the peace, and without 
an order or other authority from the governor of tho State, or the authorities at 
Washington. They were taken before a magistrate for a few minutes at Tona- 
wanda/ out no investigation was held, and they were remanded bvhim to prison 
to await evidence, and handed over to the Canadian constable for remand. 
Instead of placine them in prison he brousht them into Canada. They were 
brought to this plaoo and committed to take their trial at the quarter sessions 
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for this coiin^. and the trial took place on the 10th instant* and bains fimod 
guilty, they were sentenced^ Lee to three years and three months, and Gooper 
to three years, in the proTincial penitentiarr. Lee, we nnderstaad, is a deserter 
from the 2d Michigan cavalry. It is a clear case of kidnappinr, and as yow 
government have heretofore, under like drcumstanees, dema nd ed that the pris* 
oners should be released, we are instructed to make application to your govem- 
meut that a demand may be made upon the Canadian aathorities for a release 
of the prisoners. 

We beg to enclose a copy of the sworn statement of the prisoners, and to sar 
that the tacts stated were fully borne out by the evidence on the tiiaL We 
shall be happy to furnish you with any further facts in our power, and to sob* 
stantiate them by evidence such as you may require. Lee has friends in New 
York State and Michigan, and Cooper in Pennsylvania. Hay we request % 
reply atyour convenience t 

We have, sir, the honor to remain your obedient servants* 

HAIDY & HABDT, BarrUiers. ^o. 

Hon. WiixiAM H. Sewaid, 

Secretary of StaU U. 8. An k^ k^ 



In the Court of Quarter Sessions for the county of Brant 
Thb Qubu 
Grobgb Goopbb and Iba Lbb. ] 

We, George Cooper and Ira Lee, at present confined in the common jaQ of 
the county of Brant, in the province of Canada, make oath and say t 

1st That on the 22d day February, A. D. 1864. we were arrested at Tona- 
wanda, in the State of Kew York, by the (as we were informed) chief of police 
at Tonawanda, on the charge of stealing the horses of a Mr. Robinson, at Paris* 
ia the said county of Brant and province <^ Canada. 

2d. That by said policeman we were taken before a justice of the peace at 
Tonawanda, and by uim remanded to the jail or prison at Niagara FaUs^ on the 
American side, as it appeared in the commitment read to ns. 

3d. That by said policeman we were handed over to a person by the name of 
William Gardiner, a constable, a policeman actineas such, in or near the villajre 
of Clifton, on the Canada side, and having no anmority to act as such in the said 
State of New York, and by the stud William Gardiner we were at once conveyed 
across the suspension bridge into Canada, vrithout a hearing before a justice of 
the peace in said State, and without the authority or warrant of the governor of 
said State of New York, or of any person having authority or power to deliver 
np to the authoriUes of Canada. 

4th. That we were brought to the county of Brant» and consigned to the said 
jail, where we were remanded until the 10th day of the present month of Uareh, 
when we were tried on the aforesaid charge, and on being declared guilty wtte 
sentenced — I, the said Ira Lee, to imprisonment in the provincial penitentiary of 
Canada for a period of three years and three months, and I* ih» said George 
Cooper, to a period of three years in said penitentiary. 

6th. That it came out in evidence that the said Bobinson pAid the said WVL* 
luam Gardiner the sum of 817 for kidnapping us as aforesaid. 

6th. That on being arrested, and before we were brought to the Canadian side, 
wo remonstrated with the sdd Gardiner, and told him he had no authority to 
bring us into Canada. 

7th. Hiatwebeliove wewcrcsentintoOanadabyandwiththeconnivaneeof the 
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goyenunentof the sidd magiBtiate at Toiiawaiida» whose name we do not know. 
Sth. Tbat we are citizena of the United Statea of America* and claim the pro> 
tection and benefit of their laws and institntlona. 

9th. That we were nnkwfollj kidnapped from the said State of New Tork* 

IRA LEE. 
GEORGE COOPER. 

Sworn before me» at Brantford, aforesaid* this I4th day of March, 1864. 

ARTHUR 8. HARDY. 
A Qnnmisiunur for taking Affidavitit ifc^ ige^ ifCm 



Lord Lyom to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, Marck 23, 1864. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt oi your note of the 22d 
instant* reUtive to the alleged abdnction of Ira Lee and George Cooper from 
United States territory hy a Canadian constable, and to inform jon that I have 
lost no time in calling the attention of the governor general of Canada to the 
snbjeet 

I have the honor to be* with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William II. Seward, 4^ 8fe.f %e. 



hord Lyomi to Mr. Seward, 

Washi.ngtox, March 24, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a letter which I have re* 
ceived from Hr, Cory, the master of a British steam vessel named the Don, and 
an extract from a letter which I have received from Mr. Ferries, chief officer of 
the same vetseL 

I am informed that the Don was cantured at sea on the 4th of this month, on 
susnicion of an intention to break the blockade; that Mr. Cory and Mr. Ferries 
(ana probably the seamen also) were examined before the prize commis* 
sioners and discharffed; and that thereupon, instead of being set at liberty, 
thef were sent as prisoners to Fort Warren. 

The letters of Mr. Cory and Mr. Ferries seem to leave no doubt that they are 
themselves British subjects, and the presumption is that the three seamen are 
British subjects also. 

I am, therefore, obliged again to rembd you that I am positively instructed 
by her Majesty's government to press in the strongest manner upon the atten* 
lion of the government of the United States the rule, that neutrals found on 
board neutnu vessels captured for breach of blockade are not in the category 
of prisoners of war; tliat the authority of the belligerent over them extends 
only to the detention of the witnesses necessary to establish the case, and that 
it is the duty of the belligerent to afford every reasonable &dlity for their early 
release. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, nr, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONa 

Hon. Wiluam H. Sbwabd, Ifc^fj^^e. 
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FoBT WAatvf, BesTOK Harbob, 

March 14, laSi. 
Ut Lord : I am mi EogliBbnMiL and wm bom in Hornsea. Bait BfcBng; 
Torkshire, on tko 2l8l of December, 1832. Mj father was the Rer. Charies 
Cory, Tfcar of Sldptinaad Broome, East Ki^ng, Toriuhire. I waseaptored m 
tha British steamer Don, bj the United States steamer Pcqnol, on the 4th instant* 
about Mlj niles from Wilmington, North Carolina. I joined mj ship in London* 
England, as chief officer, Jnlj 20, 1863, and on the 20th of Fdirnaxy, 186i» 
became her commander. All mr officers, and nearly the whole of mj crew,aTO 
Bntish subjects. I haTe noTor been in the serrice of either of the beDigerenta* 
and have no interest whatsoever in anj war. 

Mj lord, as a su^ect of her Britannic iLjestj, I daim toot lordship's pra- 
tection for myself, officers, and crew, and beg leave to ask your lordship, on i^ 
ccipt of this, what course to pursoe to obtain the much cherished and esteemed 
boon to all Eogli^hmm, ''liborty.** 
I have, &e« 

FRED. COBT. 
Loan Lyons, igc^ ige^ 9fc 



Mr. F^rrk$ U Lfd Lftas. 

Fort Warrbn, Boston Harbor, 

Marck 12, 1804. 

My Lord : As a subject of her Britannic Majesty I entreat your lordship^a 
protection in my present position. 

I was chief officer of the British steamer Don, commanded by Captidn Coiy, 
owned by British subjects, and sailing under the flag of En^and. 

The Don cleared from Nassau, New Providence, on the 28th February last, 
and was made a price on suspicion of being a bloduide runner, by the United 
Sutes 6tcamer-of-war Pequot, on the 4th of this month, the nearest land bting 
distant from forty-five to fifty milea. 

No resistance was offered to the prixe-masters by mvself or any other oTtho 
officers or the crew, nor had we other than English colors on board. 

The comnuinder of the Don and myself, with three of the crew, were brou^t 
to Boston, and we were to-day forwarded to this post as prisoners. 

Allow me to add, my lord, that I was bom in Scotland, in October, 1839, of 
Scottish parents, my father being the Rev. P. Ferries, of EdenkiDie parish. New 
Brunswick. I have never held any position in either army or navy of die 
northern or southern States of America, and I have ncsver been in any port of 
the American continent south of New York. 

Under these circumstances, my lord, I beg for your lordship's most fsvorsUo 
and speedy consideration of my case, 
I have, &e.» 

JAMES SMITH FERRIES, 
LaU ChitfOfictr Suam^r Dm. 

LoBO Lyons, tfc.^ Ifc^ tfc 
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Ijori Ij}fom» tm Mr. Sem m rJ L 

Wasbucotoii, Marek 24» 1864. 

Sir : Witb leference to tbe note wbich joa did oe the bonor to address to 
me on the 11th instant, r^pccting two schoonert which were Ijing in Canadian 
waters nnder circnmstancet thought to be suspicioiia, and to my reply thereto, 
dated the 13th instant* I bare the honor to state that, in answer to a communi- 
cation which I addressed to the governor general vpon this subject, bis excel- 
knqr has infimned me that be wiu take immediate steps to ascertain the accn- 
la^ of the report respecting the schooners in onestioii, and so prevent an j 
Tidation of the neutrality of her Mi^ty's domminsM^ should it prove to be 
well founded^ 

I have the boncMr to be, with the highest conndentioa»ar, your most obe^enU 
linmble servantv 

LYON& 

Hon. WiLLUM H. Sbwakd, ^ tfc^i^ 



Lard Lyotu to Mr. SemmrJL 

WaamccTOif , March 25, 1864« 

Sib : I am directed by her Majesty's government to ask permissionfor a British 
man-of-war to take Mr. Crawfc«d* ner Majesty's consul ccneral at Havana, to 
Charleston or Wilmington, in order that he may proeeed to Richmond to re- 
monstrate with the so-styled confederate antbonties at that place concerning 
certain grievanees relative to British subjects, and to eoofederate agents in Great 
Britain. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest considcntioo»nr, your most obedient, 
humUe servant, 

LYONa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SswAin, ^ ifc^ ^e. 



Mr. SacardU Lord L\ 



DnpArmcrT op Statu, 

WmAingUm, March 26, 1864. 
My Lobd : I have submitted to the President of the United Sutes your lord- 
ship's note of the 25th instant, in which permission is solicited by her Britanie 
Majes^s |ovemment for a British man-of-war Vo take her Majesty's consul 
generd at Havana to Charleston or Wilmington,]n order that he may proceed 
to Richmond to remonstrate with certain insurgents there concerning grievances 
rdative to British subjects, and to insurgent agents in Great Britain. After due 
consideration it was imide my duty to answer, thai the request of ber Majesty's 
government cannot be conceded. It is presmned that ibe grounds for deciding 
it win present themselves without spedal expilanatirm to ber Majesty's government. 
It is, however, proper here to say , that they are such as would cause this sovem- 
I ment to decline any rec^uest of any forelsn power for leave to communicate in 

! any way npon any subject whatever, with didoyal dtixens in arms against the 

) United States. 

I have the honor to be, with high eonrfderation,mylord, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bi|^ Hon. Lobd Lyok% tgCntfCn^c 
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Mr. Seward It Ltrd XjfWM. 

DsFABTMirr OP Stats,. 

Wa$kimgiom,iimrcki9. 1864. 
Mt Loed: I have the honor to acknowledge the reodpt of jour note of tlio 
84th instant, in whidi joor lordship inf onnt me that, in answer to a commonicn* 
tion which yon addressed to the governor genend of Canada, at the instance of 
this department, respecting two suspicions schooners in Canadian waters, kis 
excdkncj has informed jon that he will take immediate steps to asoertdn tlie 
accuracy of the report in regard to the schooners, and to prevent anr violatioa 
of the nentrditj ot her Majedt7*s dominions, should it prove Is be wdl founded. 
I beg your lordship to aoeept the thanks of this d«iaitment for jonr ready 
intervention in this matter, and to oonvej to his excellenpT the governor gen* 
end the grateful acknowledgments of thu govenunent for his prompt s tt en t ioa 
to its representation. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideradon, mj lord, tout obedient senrant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyoxs, ijfc^ ^ 4ic 



Air. Seward U Lord Lfmw. 



DfiPAITMBNT OP StATB, 

WaehiMgtm. March 30, 1864. 

My Loan : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of rour lordship's 
communication of the 24th instant, respecting the detention at Fort Warren of 
Mr. Corey, the master, Mr. Ferries, Uie chief officer, and three of the seamen of 
the British steam vessd Don, and reminding me that von are positively instructed 
io press in the strongest manner upon the attention of the govenunent of the Uni* 
ted States the rule that neutrals found on board neutral vessds captured for 
breach of blockade are not in the category of prisoners of war; that the an- 
thority of the belligerent over them extends only to the detention of the witnesses 
necessary to establish the case; and that it is the duty of the belligerent to a& 
ford every reasonable facility for their eariy release. 

I have the honor to inform your lordship that I have transmitted a copy of 
your note and of its accompaniment to the Secretair of ihe Navy, with a view 
to an investigation of the particular cases to which tney rdate. 

In regard to the same general subject, I have to state that tlus government 
has always admitted .the principle on which her Mi\)esty*s government insista. 
The only difficulty lies in applying it While insuigents are permitted to build 
and buy blockade-running vessels in British ports, and to man them with inanr- 
gent Americans as well as British subjects promiscuously, and such vessels so 
owned and manned by the insurgents are auowed to proceed to end fircnn her 
Majesty's colonial as well as home ports, by a fraudulent assumption of the 
B.ritish flag, this government in the case of capture must insist on having in 
every case satisfactory evidence that the vessel captured does in foot bd<m|^ to 
British or other neutrals, and not to insurgents, ana that ihe persons navigOmg 
them are neutrals and not insurgents, before it releases them from custody. Every 
neutral person captured on board a neutral blockade-mniung vessel has been re- 
leased just so soon as the fact of his neutrality aid that of the vessel could be 
satisfactorily established. Blockade runners* throw away thdr papers, siaulate 
flags, and commit frauds and perjuries, and these cirenmstasces unhappily render 
necessary the vig^liance which this government is execeidng. 

I have the honor to be, with high eonsideraUon, ray lord, your obedient servantt 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Loan Lyons, 4^ 4^ 4ie» 
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Lord Lyam to Mr* Sewari. 

Wasuinotoh, April 1» 18C4. 
SiB: I Jiasten to submit to jou tbe fonowiog papers whidi have been sent 
to me by . V!ce-Admiral Sir James Hope* commander-in^ief of ber Majesty's 
naval forces on the North Anmrican and West Indian stations : 

1. Copy of letter from the Britbh vice-consnl at Matamoras to Captdn Von 
Donop, of her Majesty's ship Jason, dated February 13, 1864. 

2. Copy of pass to enter the harbor of Brasos Santiago, given to the British 
vessel Seylla by Mijor Genaral F. J. Herron, dated January 24, 1864. 

3. Copy of statement of FrwidsDenty Hamilton, master of the Seylla, dated 
Febmaxy 15, 1864. 

4. Copy of letter from Captain Von Doaop to Migor General Herxon, dated 
February 16, 1864. 

5. Copy of lottcr from Miyor Greneral Herron to Captain Yon Donop, dated 
Febrnaiy 17, 1864. 

G. Copy of letter from Captain Yon Donopto Migor General Herron, dated 
Febmaxy 20, 1864. 

Ton >iMll see with great nain that there is too much reason to fear that the 
United States miUtary autnorities in the Rio Grande have had recourse to^ a 
device involving a direct breach of faith, for the purnose of entrappingand seiz- 
ing the Scylhu In sending me the papers, Yice*Aamiral Sir James Hope ex* 
presses his conviction that immediate redress will be given by the United btAtes 
government when the circumstances are brought to its notice, and I am myself 
confident that the United States government will be promj^t in taking meas* 
ures to vindicate the honor of its army, and to make reparation for the injury 
inflicted on the subjects of a fnendly soverdgn. 

I have the honor to be, with (he highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmUe servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwasd. ^^ ifc^ ^c 



Vie€*Con»td Zmfn t» Caputs Foa Dwup. 

BaiTISn YlCB-CoNSULATB, 

Matamoroit February 13, 1864. 
Sib : I have to communicate to you, that, under pretext of buying her cargo 
of provisions, and by means <^ a permit of General Uerron, original of which is 
in my possession (copy No. 1») the military authorities in Brownsville have en- 
ticed the British bdgantine Seylla, of Liverpool, Francis D. Hamilton, master, 
into Brasos harbor and then seized her and taken away $13,000 in specie. 

The statemeat of the master appears to me of so serious a nature, that I have 
ordered him to make hb deposition before you immediatelv. At the same time 
you may see fit to ask him minutely in re^urd to certain threats tbe S4ud master 
will havo heard from the commander of a United States gunboat now stationed 
off Brazos harbor, referring to the intended seizure of the British ship Herbert, 
which is now on her way from Liverpool to this port, with a considerable sum 
of money on board, and with a careo which I have been credibly itiformed does 
not contain a single artide of eontriu>and merchandise. ' 
I have^ £^ totn 

PAUL ZtJEN, 
Her MajtUyU Acting AMiistani Vtee-CamuL 
Captain Yo!C DoNOF, 

Her MofcsCy's IShif Jawn^ offilU Bio OronJU^ 
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HSADQUARTfiM UnITSO StaTSS FotCIS OX THB RiO OftAlfOB* 

Pcnii!8tioo is merdj granted die brigntiiie Scyllii* Oaptaia L(md« laaster* 
to entfa* the harbor of Brasot Sandago to disdiarge tlie ttoroa porchased firoa 
ber hj Rodt, assistant onartermaster (or the United States. 

She will also bo permitted to remafai in the harbor to reloadf shonU there be 
a^T cotton or other pnmert j thsie te sUn. 

F.J.EEBSJOlH.it^GemermL 



Hbi Maibsty*8 Stbambs Jasow, 
Of ike moutk ^tkt Rio Grande, Fcinuuy 15, 1864. 

Francis Denty Hamilton, British sol ject» and master marinert eertifiente of 
the first dasst states: 

We left Liverpool 26th September* 1863» with a few tons of ballast, eonsiwtiiic 
of stones and four hundred bags of salt, bonud to New York, where we atrived 
the 7th December. I was there shown a letter from the owners bj W. Y. Lovd* 
directing me to be gnidcd bj the said Lood*s directiooa. 

Loud purchased a cargo of provisions of various kinds, chiefljbeet poik» mad 
bread. 

The Scjila cleared for Havana on the 19th Deeember, and Ieft» with lb. 
Loud on bioard as supercargo, for that port on the 22d; arrived al Havana on 
the 3d Januarj. 

Not being able to dispose of the caigo, we left on the 5th for Uatamoras^ 
where we arrived on the 16th, and anchored— the mouth of the river bearing 
we«t bv north two miles. 

Dunne the last ten days we sold a small portion of the cargo to various vesaela 
here, and in the mciin time the supercargo sold the remainder to the federal 
government to be delivered at Biazos, receiving at the same time an order from 
General Herron, the commandant at BrownsviSe, for permission to enter Braxoa, 
there discharge the said cargo, and reload the schooner. 

I left this on the 26th January, and anchored the same evenmg off Brasoa. 
On the 2Sth the federal steamboat General Banks towed ns over the bar and 
into the harbor. On the 30th, Colonel Hodse, commandant of the federal armr 
at Brazos, came on board with a guard of six soldiers, seised the vessel, made 
mjself and crew, consisting of seven altogether, prisoners on board. Colonel 
Hodge then demanded the specie that was on bourd, amounting to $13,000 in 

S»Id, which I delivered to him, and received a receijjt for it from him. Colonel 
odge refused to assign any reason for these proceedings. 

On the Ist February Colonel Hodge came on board again and released mysdf 
and crew, but took away the supercargo, who has not since returned. The veesd 
is at present detained at Brazos with a guard on board; we are allowed perfect 
freedom, either to go on board or remain on shore. 

On the 3d instant I waited on General Herron at Brownsville, and on asy 
asking the reason why the vessd was seized, he told me that they had nroof 
that a certain Mr. Adams was connected with the vessel who was a blockade- 
runner, and that they had had their eyes on him for the last two years. I told 
him I knew nothing of Mr. Adams, and that my vessel had always been l»pOj 
employed* 
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The general also toU me tliat the eelzare would be dedded in a few days by 
orden mm New Orleans, and in the event of the vedscl being confiscated, he 
would see that the crew were paid their wages. 

This statement was made before me on board her Majesty's steamer Jason, 
off Bio Grande, on the 15th Febnuuy, 1864. 

E. P. B. VON DONOP, CaptaU. 



Hbr British IfAiBSTv^a Ship Jason, 
Of the moutk of the Rio Grande, February 15, 1864. 

Sia: Herewith I bq§^ to enclose the statement of Francis D. Hamilton, 
master of the Britbh schooner Scylla, detained at present by the federal govern- 
ment at Brazos, and as the vessel had permission from yon, by an order dated 
the 24th January, to enter Brazos for the Durpose of discharging her caigo, 
which was sold to the federal government, I sualf feel obliged bv yoor informing 
me the reasons for seizing the vessel, and the specie found on board of her. 
I have^ &€.» 

VON DONOP, 
Captain and Senior Officer in the Gulf of Mexico. 
General HBKBOif , 

Commanding Federal Forcee at Broumeville. 



Mmjer Gtmnl Herrem to Cmjimn Vom Doaop. 

HsADauASTERS Unitbd Statiss Forces on thb Rio Grandb, 

Browmville, Texas, February 17, 1864. 
Sir : Your communication under date of the 15th instant, covering statement 
of Captain F. D. Hamilton, of the schooner Scvlla, is at hand. The cause of 
detention of said schooner is this : Mr. O. W. Adams, the owner of the cargo and 
specie, (if not of the schooner,) has been for the past two and a half years en- 
gaged in purchasing and supplying to the rebels, through Matamoras, arms, 
ammunition, and other supplies. His movements have been known and watched 
bv my government for some time, and upon his arrival in American waters I 
placed Mr. Adams and the schooner in a position that they may be held re- 
sponsible for tbeir conduct. 

The case has been submitted to Major General N. P. Banks, at New Orleans, 
and I am expecting instructions in n^ard to it by the next steamer. 
Ihavc&Cn 

F. J. HEBBON, Major General. 
Captain VoN Donop, 

Her British Majesty*s Skip Jason. 



Coftmin Vom Dem^ to Mejor Otntrei Herron. 

Her Hajksty's Ship Jason, 
Of Matamoras, February 20, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th 
instant respecting the seizure of the British schooner Scylla and the specie on 
board that vcssd. I have to inform you that I consider the fact of the federal 
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g QT e n n nqit liavlng jporduted tbe cargo, and yoor giTiog ihe rtmA a past i 
Bnuos, appear! to hare be«s done solely with the iatoiUoa of entidaf i 
TeMel ioto American wmtert. for the purpoae of teUing her whea there* whiA 
70a could not hare kpllj done while the was in Mexican watera. 

I cooflider the whole proceedinf to be nnjostifiable and oaparaUded aBon|; 
dTilised nationa. 

I nuij mach rcmt haring to bring ench facta to the notice of Yiee- Admiral 
Sir Alexander Mune, the commander in chieC bot in the mean time it it mj dn^ 
to protest, in the name of her Britannic Majost j*a goTemment* agdnst the teisnie 
nndcr snch extraordinary circnmstoncet of the TCsteU her cargo and specie, t»- 
gether with the temporary detentions of her crew; and* 
I haTe» Ace^ iot^ 

E-V.RVONDONOP. 
CaptoMM €nd Semisr Officer m At GfOf^fMe. 
Major General F. J. HiBBO?!, 

Federal Headjwartert &m R»0 Ormmit, 



Mr. Seward l# I^md Lyam^^ 

DBfARTMBNT OF StATB, 

JVatkingUm. Apnl U 1864. 

My Lord: I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr note of this 
date and, of its accompaniments* rdatiTe to the case of the British Tessel 8^IIa» 
seized by the United States military authorities on the Rio Grande 

In reply* I have the honor to acquaint yon that the sutject shall reoeire dne 
attention. 

I have the honor to be* with high consideraUon* my lord, your obedient sorrant^ 

WILLIAM U. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons* ^e^^c^ie. 



Lard LyoM ta Mr. Seward. 

Washington* April 4, 1864. 

Sib : In a note dated the 26th of February last, you were so good as to in- 
form me that the statements made by Mr. McHugh* which I had the honor to 
submit to you with my note of the pre\'ious day* had been forwarded to Msjor 
General Dix. 

As more than a month has since elapsed^ and as I have reason to bdiere that 
^Ir. McHugh is still a prisoner at Fort La&yette,'I Tenture to ask you to be eo 
good OS to let me know how tbe case now stands* and especiallr to inform me 
whether any doubt has been thix>wn on the accuracy of Mr. McHugh's state- 
ments. 

I hsTe the honor to be* with the highest consideration* nr* your most obedient* 
humble serrant, 

LYON& 
Hon. William H. Sewabd* 4v.* 4^., 4«. 



Lord Lyane to Mr. Seward. 



-'; Washinoton* 4pri7 5* 1864* 

Sib: Her Majesty's government have eouBidered very seriously the corre. 
spondence ^hicb I havelield with yon concerning British suljecU captured on 
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botrd neutral yesseb* who liave been detained as prisoners hj the United States :. 
goTemment» and they have g:iven especial attention to the notes which jron did 
me the honor to address to me on the 11th, 15th and 29th January last* as well 
as to the note dated the 25di January last, which I had the honor to receiy* 
from you on the 8th of the Mowing month. 

The first of these notes relates speofically to the case of James O'Neill, who was 
detained for many months as a prisoner, after having been severely wounded by 
an officer of the United States navy, and who was during a part of his imprison- 
ment kept in irons. Her Majesty's government cannot admit that the injuries 
inflicted upon the British subject are sadsfactorily accounted for. The justifica- 
tion offered, namelv, that large quantities of gunpowder were mixed up with the 
coal, and that O'l^ill was al^ut to blow up the vessel, appears to her majes^*s 
government to be in itself incredible, and to be unsupported by evidence. Her 
Majesty's government consider that the officer who wounded O'Neill ought to 
be put upon his trial for the offence, and they have directed me to press the 
government of the United States to bringhim to trial accordingly. 

With respect to the case of Patrick Hataulton, which forms the subject of 
your note of the 15th January, her Majesty's government observe that the only 
defence made for his imprisonment is the allegation that he was a pilot and a 
dangerous man, and one who had been constanUy engaged in violating the laws 
and regulations of the United States government, and her Majesty's government 
are altogether unable to accept this justification as satisfactory. 

Her Majesty's government are equdly unable to adnut w validity of the 
reasons riven in your note of the 29Ui January for the imprisonment of the 
crew of Uie Banshee. 

The note addressed, on the 9th of l^Iarch last, by her Majesty's principal 
secretary of state for foreign affairs to the United States minister in London 
win have already made you acquunted with the views taken by her Majesty's 
government of the general question of the imprisonment of JBritish subjects 
captured on board blockade-runnmg vessds. You will therefore be prepared to 
hear that her Majesty's government very much regret the announcement made 
in your note to me, of the 25th January, of its being the intention of the United 
States government to detain in military custody all persons captured in entering 
the so-called confederate lines. 

It may not be unreasonable that in cases of real doubt as to whether a par^ 
iiadar person is a neutral or an enemy, time should be allowed for necessary 
investigation, but her Majesty's government cannot concede that a svstem may 
be adopted by the bellieerent towards the neutral, which will have the practical 
effect <H nladng neutral subjects in the same position as those of the enemy. 

Her Majesty's govemmeot do not deem it necessary to offer any further 
remarks upon the note in question, because answers have been already made by 
them on the several matters of which it treats. They cannot, however, refrain 
firom pointing out that it is impossible for them to admit the accuracy of the 
statement wmch it contains with regard to the case of the Chesapeake, nor 
firom observing that that statement keeps entirely out of view the unlaMrful pro* 
ceedmgs of the United States officers.' 

Her M^esty's government are unwilling to see in the course adopted by the 
United States government bdications of a determination to treat the crews of 
prize vessels as prisoners of war, in order thereby to itop the continual violatton 
of the blockade. 

Her Miyestf 's government cannot allow that any exigence of the belligerent 
will warrant him in departing firom the observance of hb obligations towards 
tiie neutraL In matters of maritime prixe the relations of belligerent and neu* 
tral are for the most part deari^ esUblished, and her Majesty's government 
conceive that th^ cannot be disturbed without great danger. The law of 
natioBS has sol affixed the penalty of imprisonmont to the offienee of bn»aklng 
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a blockade, or of importiag cowtnilMttJ of war; and kaTiag rwarl to all thai 
lutf poMod, ber Majot^t gOTonowal eoaoeivo tliat tbej shaU boot ■taBilbat 
tbeir rmid and etteea for tbo goTononeot of Iho Uaitod Statoo, and their 
anxioas desire to meintaiii oordial and taeodlj rdattone witb tbat j^ 
bj at once statiiig^ firanklj* tbat tbtj are aot prepared to aaseot to aaj j 
tioQ of tbe kw ofnationa fai tUe n^Mt 

I baTo tbe bonor to bob with the wgbeit eonrideratioo, eir, Toor moot obedi> 
eat, bumble ■ervaott 

LT0N8. 

Hoa. WiLLUii H. SawAaBb ^c^^c^^a. 



L$rd Lgmm la Mr. SemdrJL 

Washinototi , Jpril 5b 18G4. 
Sia : Her Migesty'egOTeniment baiebad mder tbdr considenaioii tbe 



wbich 70a did me tbe bonor to addreee to me on tbe 18tb and 26th of Jattoarj- 
last, concerning tbe case of Ur. James McHogli, a prisoner at Fort Lsfimtte. 

Her Majestj's gorernment bave deemed it right to wait for farther hiforma* 
tion befooe sending me instnicUons respecting the imprisonment of Mr. HcHo^ ; 
bat witb regard to tbe statement made m the note of tbo 18th Jannaiy, 
tbat ''since tbe Bermnda was despatcbed witb her nnlawfol caiKobj Fraser.Treii* 
liolm & Co^ tbis goremment preoames» ia her case, nntil those wbo shall be 
tound in her senrice shall prove to tbe contraiy, tbat she is not a neatrsi mer- 
chantman, bat a war transport,** her iUj^tj*B government bave directed me to 
state distinct! J to jou that thev cannot admit that the fS^t that a ship bdonginj^ 
to Messrs. Frascr, Tronholm & Co. sboold be bdd to warrant an assompdoa* 
uutiltbe contrary is shown, that socb ship is a war transport. 

Her ^lajesty's government innst that In eveiy such case, unless it can be 
proved by proper testimony that the vessd captured is a war transport of the 
so-called confederates, those persons of tbe crew who mav be British suUecta, 
and whose evidence mav not be required for proceeding agamst the vessel, should 
be liberated immediately, and that those whose evidence may be wanted should 
not be treated as prisoners of war, but as necessary witnesses, and should nol 
be detained beyond the time which wmj be resonaUy required for thdr exami- 
nation. 

I have the honor to be, witb the bigbest consideration, sir, your most obedient 
hamUe servant* 

LTON& 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, fc, fe, 4ib. 



Mr. Sewmrd la Lord Iiyoat. 



Dbpautmbnt op Statb, 

WaskiMgUnhAynl 5, 1864. 

My Lord : Becurring to your note of the 21st ultimo, respecting tbe case of 

the Marsaret and Jessie, ana to my reply, I have now the bonor to communicate 

to your lordship a copy of a letter of the 2d instant from the Secretary of the 

Navy, mforming me that a court of inqidiy baa been ordered to oonveoe at Boa- 

. 'ton on tbe 7th instant for tbo puipoio of hiyestigating tbo cireumstances con- 



] 
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neeted with tbe aDeged TioUtion of Britifili toritorial jurisdictioQ in the eue of 
the stoamer above named. 

I have the honor to be» widi high eonsideration, my lord, your obedient 
fienranty 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Kght Hon. LoBD Lyons, fc, 4^ 4^ 



Navy Dbpartmbict* 

WaskingUm, April 2, 1864. 

SiB t I have the honor to state for jonr information that the United States 
steamer Rhode Island, under the eommandof Commander Stephen D. Trenchard* 
having recend j arrived at Boston, the department has ordered a eoort of inqiuxy 
to convene at the navy yard in that city on Thursday next, the 7th instant, for 
the pnrposo of a thorongh investigation of the circumstances connected with 
the allied violation of British territorial jurisdiction in the case of the steamer 
Margaret and Jessie. 

In conformity with the suggestion made in your letter of the 28th ultimo, the 
evidence in the case submitted on the part cf the British government wiU be 
transmitted to the court fur its guidance in the investigation; but it is nroper to 
state, in this connexion, that the court, in its findings, must be governed by evi- 
dence of a legal character, and the party whose conduct is the subject of 
inquiry has the right to cross-examine witnesses. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary if the Navjf. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewabo, 

Secretary tf StmU. 



Mr. Seward ta Lord Lyane. 



\ Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

WaMngtimt April 6, 1864. 

My Lobd: With reference to your note of the 1st instant, and the accompa* 

nying documents, relative to tM brigantine Scylla and her cargo, seized at 

Brazos, Texas, by order of Maior General Herron, commanding the United 

States forces in that quarter, I have the honor to state that that vessel is un- 

derstood to have been, in fiict, owned by O. W. Adams, a native of this country, 

and a member of a mercantile house doing business in Texas. Adams reports 

that she was chartered by him ; but neither he nor any other perron has pro* 

duoed or shown anv evidence that the Scylla belongs to British owners, or ever 

pretended to give tne names or residence of the alleged British owners. Some 

I : time rince this department received information that Adams was engaged in 

j ; diimnent d car;^oes firom Europe and elsewhere for the purpose of l^ing ille- 

] , gdly introduced mto Texas, and that those cargoes consisted mpart, at least, of 

I \ munitions of war. The information thus received was made known to the gen* 

eral in command in that region, who was directed to be on the watch for Adams, 

to arrest him, and to s«4ze any vessel which might be employed bv him in the 

business referred to. The proceedings <^ General Herron with re^rence to the 

brie;antine Scylla, to Adams, and to W. Y. Loud, who is an American citizen, 

and who was a supereoigo in the employ of Adams, undoubtedly were occa- 
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sioned bj tbe orders tbos ghren. Adams and Loud were making Am 
plaints to tlie British vice-consul at ilatamoras; thcj applied to this goTemment. 
as Americans* for such redress or lenitj as it migiit think proper to afford to 
them. So far as relates to the vessel in question, it is understood that she has 
been sent to New Orleans, so that the legality of her voyage and her naUonal 
character may be judicially ascertained. Measures have also been adopted for 
the purpose of further verifying the information which led to the proceedings la 
question. If it shall ultimately appear that the Scylla was in point of fact « 
British vessel, and that there was no probable cause for the seizure, or that her 
seizure was unlawfully or improperly effected, such amends will be made to any • 
British subjects who may have iM^en aggrieved as the circumstances may call for. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient 
servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^., Sfc^ Sfc. 



Mr. Seward to Lord L^ns., 

Depabtmext of Statb, 

IVas/iingtoih April 6, 1864. 

My Lord : Recurring to your communication of the 24th ultimo in relation 
to the imprisonment in Fort Warren of Mr. Cory the master, and Mr. Ferries 
the chief officer, and three of the crew of the British steamer Don, I have 
now the honor to enclose, in reply, a copy of a letter of the 1st instant from the 
Secretary of the Navy, stating that their release has been ordered, and that 
measures arc being taken for the discharge of all bonajide foreign subjects cap- 
tured in neutral vessels seized for breach of blockade, where there is no other 
charge against them warranting their detention, and they are not needed •• 
witnesses. 

I havo the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^., 4^., fgc 



Mr. Wettes to Mr. Sewmrd. 

Navy Department, April 1, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
ultimo, enclosing a note from Lord Lyons in r« ference to the detention and im* 
prisonment in Fort Warren of the master, mate and three of the crew of the 
blockade-runnin;;, steamer Don7 who claim to be British subjects. 

Orders have been given for ihe release of the persons referred to, and measures 
are being taken for the discharge of all bona jff J^• foreign subjects captured in 
neutral vessels seized for breach of blockade, where there is no other charge 
against them warranting their detention, and they are not needed as witnesses. 
Very respectfully, &c., 

GIDEON ^VELLES, 

Secretary ^tke A^arjr. 
Hon. WiLUAM IX. SewARD, 

Secretary of State. 

37 • 
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Mr. Seward to Lord Lyont. 

Departmbnt of Statb* 

Washington, April 9, 1864. 

My Lord : I bavo the bonor to ackuowlcdge tbe receipt of your note of tbo 
4tb instiuit, and that of tbe 5th, relating to tbe case of Mr. James McUugh, and 
to inform joor lordebip, in reply, that tney will receive due attention. 

I have tbe honor to be» wiu high conBideration* my lord, your obedient 
servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, ige^ ifc^ige. 



Ixfrd Lyons to Ilr. Seward. 



Washixotox, April 9, 1864. 

Sib : Her Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign afifdrs has trans- 
mitted to me a copy of a representation made to her Majesty's government by 
Mr. John 2Iulholland, of Belfast. This gentleman states that in tbe year 1859 
be advanced to tbe Southern Railroad Company, of Mississippi, various sums of 
money upon their sterling bonds, repayable in five years, with interest, payable 
in England, to tbe amount in all of fifly thousand pounds. He represents that 
this debt was secured by mortgage bonds, which, by an agreement with the 
Girard Dank, of Philadelphia, from which the road bad been purchased by its 
present proprietors, were a first charge upon the property and earnings of tbe 
railroad. 

It appears that in 1860, and the first half of 1861, tbe interest was duly 
paid, but that since the blockade began, in tbo latter year, the railroad company 
have found it impossible to make any remittance, and that they have, therefore, 
invested the three years' arrears of interest in cotton for the account of Mr. Mul- 
holland and his partners. A deed of sale of this cotton, certifying it to bo 
British property, is stated to have been lodged, on tbe 13tb July List, with her 
Majesty's consul at Charleston. 

It seems that the railway in question is that running across tbe State of Mis- 
sissippi, from Meridian to Vicksburg, and that, since tbe capture of Vicksburg, 
tbe terminus there and a part of the line have been in the possession of tbe 
federal authorities. 

Mr. ^lulbolland prays her Majesty's govetnment to procure the consent of 
the government of the United States to this cotton being shipped at a southern 
port, and allowed to pass through tbe blockade, or to its being sent through tbe 
federal lines in Mississippi to New Orleans, to be there shipped in tbe regular 
course of trade. 

In case of its being found absolutely impossible to obtain permission to ex- 
port the cotton, Mr. Mdliolland expresses a hope that tbe United States govern- 
ment will be induced to register tbe fact of its British ownersbin,and to instruct 
their naval and militarpr commanders to rcsi>ect it, in case of tlie occupation of 
tbe territory in which it is lying, or to give compensation for it if it should be 
destroyed. 

Her Majesty's government are of opinion that tbe facts which appear to be 
established— namely, first, that tbo cotton represents tbe dividend of a milway 
duo to a foreign and neutral creditor, the contract having been enten;d into 
while the territory occupied bv the railway was under tbo authoritv of the 
Uniteil States; and, secondly, that a portion of the railway is now in the occu- 
pation <^ and used by tbo United States authorities— afibrd stiflicient reasons 
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for making tlie tpplicatioa m reauettod bj Mr. Mulhonaiid, and thej < 
ihiU it maj reasonabljr be boped tbat one alternative of it. at least, raaj be 
granted, namdjr, tbe protection of tbe eotton in qoestioa from beQigeient leixnfn 
or destmetioa. 

Her Majesty's gorem m ent bare aceordinglj instracted ine to make diis a^ 
plication to tbe eoTemment of tbe United States; not. bowerert n^ng it as a 
matter of rigbt, but addressing it oolj to tbe equitable eonsideratioa of tbat 
government* 

I bave tbe bonor to be» witb tbe bighest eoasideration* At your most ob^ 
dient, bumble servant, 

LTONS. 

Hon. WiLUASi H. Sbwaeis fe^ 4ie^ fa. 



I^ord Lymu Is Mr. SemmrJL 



WASBi.\OTO?r« AprU II, 1864. 

Sii : I bave tbe bonor to transmit to jou copies of two desnatcbes, and tbeir 
encloi«ures, wbicb I received from tbe acting Briti^b consul at New Orleans, and 
wbicb contain representations on tbe subject of cotton owned bj Britisb sub- 
jects in Louisiana and tbe ncigbboring Statet. 

Tbe first despatcb relates specificalljr to a complaint brougbt forward bj 
Miss Mary Murraj, wbo makes oatb tbat sbe is a Dritij*b subject, and states 
tbat one bundred and seven bales of cotton belonging to ber bave been seind 
by General Ellett, of tbe United States marine brigade. I bave tbe bonor to 
request tbat this complaint may be investigated, and tbat redress may be given 
for any wronc which jliss Murray may bave suffered. 

The second despatcb contains some general suggestions made by tbe acting 
consul, witb a view to the security of cotton, the property of Britisb subjects. 
I venture to recommend the subject to tbe consideration of tbe government of 
tbe United States, and to represent to them tbe advantage of adopting tbe plan 
proposed by the acting consul, or of taking some other measures for tbe pro* 
tection of cotton belonging bona JuU to the subjects of neutral sovereigns. 

I beg you to be so good as to return the original affidavit of Miss Murray, 
wbicb is amonff the papers enclosed in this note. 

I bave the honor to be, witb tbe bighest consideration, sir, your most obo-> 
dient, bumble servant* 

LT0N8. 

Hon. William H. Seward, ^igc^ifc 



Jtfr. Copfdl U Lord LfMM. 

British Consulate, New Orleans, 

March 8, 1864. 
My Lord : I have tbe bonor to transmit herewith to your lordship a copy of 
a letter I bave this day received from Miss Mary Murray, a British subject, in- 
forming me tbat 107 bales of cotton, owned by ber, on a plantation in Jefferson 
county, ^lississippi, had been seized by General Elictt^ of the United States 
army. The letter encloses an affidavit, also transmitted herewith, from whicb 
it appears that pnrchaso of the cotton was first attempted by a Mr. Clements | 
but, frtilinj in which, tho power of the United States was invoked, and the pio- 
perty confiscated. 
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MiBS Marraj asks my assistance in the recovery of her property, but believing 
that any direct claim or remonstraftco would have little or any effect, I have 
thought it would be better to go through General Ellett's superior officers at 
Washington, and trouble your lordship with the matter. 
1 have, &t^ 

G. COPPELL. 
Lord Lyons, ^., 9fc^ ^v. 



ifi«f Jtfary Mwrrmjf to Mr. CoppeO. 

New Oblraxs, March 8, 1864. 
SiB : I enclose an affidavit, made by me, respecting the seizure, by General 
Ellett, of the manne brigade. United States army, of one hundred and seven 
bales of cotton owned by me. Said cotton was acquired by me in a lot of four 
hundred bales, hj purchase from Mr. W. Dent, and at the time of seizure by 
Genera] Ellett it was on Mr. Dent's plantation, IloUy Grove, Jefferson county, 
MississippL 
aVsking your interference in the recovery of my property, or its value, 

:MARY MURRAY. 

P. S. — I was registered at your consulate as a British subject, on the 7th of 
August, 1863. 

Geo ROB CopPELL, Esq., 

Her Britannic Maje$iy*9 Acting Consul, Xcw Orleam. 



State of Louisiana, City of New Orleans: 

Be it known tlmt on tliis Sth day of March, A. D. 1864, before me, Andrew 
Hero, a notary public, in and for the parish of Orleans, State of Louisiana, duly 
commissioned and qualified, personally appeared Miss Mary Murray, a British 
subject, who being by me duly sworn, depo::ed that General Ellett came to Mr. 
W. Dent's house, near Rodney, Missidsippi, on the 12ih of February, 1S64. He, 
the said General Ellett, introduced Mr. Clements to ]ilr. Deut, as a person whose 
pro)K'rty was confiscated by the confederates, and that he had permission from 
the United States government to buy cotton. 

Mr. Dent remarked that he had no cotton, and what cotton was on his planta- 
tbn belonged to me, and she could sell it if she chose. I replied, 1 do not wish 
to sell. Mr. Clements remarked, said coiton does not belong to yon, and you 
have no-right to own property, not having t;iken the oath to the United States. 
He then asked Mr. Dent to make this lady withdraw her claim. Mr. Dent re- 
nlied that he could not, and I remarked that I would not relinquish my claim 
for him or for Mr. Dent. 

The said General Ellett did confiscate 107 bales of my cotton, and which I 
do solemnly swear was my property ; and he further remarked, I confiscate said 
cotton as yomr property. 

MISS MARY MURRAY. 
[Stamp] 

Sworn and subscribed before me, the s:ud notary, the day and year above 
wiitlcii* 

[u 8.] AKDIIEW UERO, KUary PuMie. 
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Jir. C0ffM to Ufd Lgotm. 

BlITISU Co.\8ULATB, NbW OiLBANS> 

March 10, 1864. 

Uv Lord : It U not irrclcTant to tlie sobject of tLe despntcli wbich I had 
the honor to addrcj^s to jour lordi^hip oo the 8(h instant, to saggest a prerentiTe 
to the repetition of the wrong complained of bj MLia Murray. 

There is ranch cotton now on plantations on the MiK^i:«sippi river and m its 
Ticinity, owned hj British subjects, and registered as Dritisn pr.ipertj at thip 
consulate ; in the present state of the countrj, it is impossible to be moved ^ 
private individuals to s!iippinx ports, bat if the Unitea States forces take poa- 
sesf^ion of and remove it, much trouble and loss will ensue, and r^htful owneis 
will be deprived of their property, at best, for some time. 

The cotton thns registered is, when it is possible to plaoe it, accompanied, 
with a consular certificate showing that, upon oath of the owner, it is the prop- 
erty of a British subject I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the 
certificate I have adopted for this purpose. 

I have received some complaints from parties who state that their cotton had 
been removed by the United States forces, yet they have been nnable to trace 
it or obtain any satisfactory proof of the fact 

Might I be allowed to suggest for your lordship's consideration and approval, 
with a \icw to an arrangement with the United States government that when 
cotton has a consufar certificate, or other satisfactory proof of being owned br 
a British subject, that it be allowed to remain in its present position until ntch 
time as the owner can move it with safety to a shipping port t Should there be 
doubt in the minds of the United States anthorities as to the actual ownership 
of the cotton, or of the legality of purchase, it will be time enough to invesd- 
gatc that point, it seems to me, when the property is brought to market instead 
of taking forcible possession when the owner is lielpless, as in Miss Mturray's 
case. 

This course would undoubtedly save much trouble to the United States au- 
thorities in the matter of claims, and, on the other hand, prevent anxiety and loea 
to innocent owners. 

The arrangement of such a matter as proposed would no doubt be met bj 
many difficulties, which could only be surmounted by orders from the highe^ 
authorities. 

I trust your lordsh'p will pardon the suggestion I have made if impracticable, 
in consideration of the very large amount of British capital invested in cotton 
by parties in England and in this country. 
I have, £c^ 

GEORGE COPPELL 

LoBD Lyons, Sfc^ ^ ^e. 



Her Briiammie Majutff$ eornvdaitfor %kt Suu ff LoHtsUiM. 

Know all persons to whom these presents shall come : That I, William Mure, 
esq., her Britannic Majesty's consul for the city of New Orleans and State of 
Louisiana, do hereby certify that on the day of the date hereof personally 

appeared before me ■ , who, being duly sworn, says that the -• mm 

described on the document hereunto attached, is the property of and belongs 
to British subjects, and is duly registered as such at this consulate. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the city of New Orleans, in the 
Slate of Louisiana, — — day of ^— , one thousand eight hundred and ♦ 
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iMrd Lytnu l# Mr. SewarJL 

WASUiNOTOif, JprU 13, 1864. 

Sii: TVitb referenee to the note which yoa did me the honor to address to 
me on the I7th of list month, and to the preyioos correspondence in which I 
have heen for manj months engaged with you ^n the subject of the restrictions 
imposed on the trade hetween the United States and British colonies, I desire 
to ask Ton to take into serious consideraUon the two papers which I transmit 
toyonhereindi. 

The one is a copy of a despatch from the lieutenant governor of Prince 
Edward's isUnd to me^ and the other a copy of a memorial addressed to the 
lieutenant gOTemor of New Brunswick by the Chamber of Commerce, of the 
town of St John, m that province. 

Waiving for the moment all discussion on the principle involved in the exae> 
tion of the bonds which merchants are now in many instances compelled to 
eive on shipments from the United States to British colonies, I cannot but 
hope that the statements made in the enclosed papers will convince you that 
while the exaction of such bonds is particularly injurious to the provinces of 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward's island, it may certainly, in the case of 
those two nrovinoes, be safely dispensed with. 

I have tne honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dimt, hnmUe servanlv 

LYONS. 

Hon. W LLLAM H. Sbwasd, ijfe^Sfe^^e. 



L i iuUn a u t Gumfwor Dmmdms to Lord Lgotm. 

GOVBBNAIBNT HoUSB, 

Prince Edward's Idamd. April 2, 1864. 
My Ldbd: It is represented to me by a leading merchant of this bland that 
the custom-house authorities at New York are m^ingall shippers to this prov- 
ince give bonds for their shipments in double the amount of invoice ; that the 
. shippers are also required to find two sureties, owners of real estate iu the 

I dty of New York, such estate to be unencumbered and worth double the 

I amount of invoice ; that the nature of the bond is, that the go^ds are to be con- 

] sumed in the province, and not to be reshipped to any port nnder the control 

j of the so-callei Confederate States. 

i It is further represented to me that these bonds are not enforced in the case 

of shipments to Newfoundland, for the reason that no reshipments have been 
! made from that island to such ports. 

I have no hedtation in expressing my conviction that shipments have not 
\ been made from this island to anv such ports. I understand that the United 

A States consul of this island will address the State Department at Washington 

i with his certificate to this effect. Under these circumstances, I have the honor 

i\ to bring the subject under your lordship's notice, in the hope tliat your lord- 

^ ship may be able to obtain an exemption on this ground in the case of ship- 

i| ments nme to this island. 

It is unnecessary for me to remark on the serious embarrassment which will 
be occasioned to the trade with this island should Uiese rules be enforced. 
I have, fte*9 

GEORGE DUNDAS, 

LicutCiMMi Governor. 
LoBD Lyoxs, tge^lfenlfc. 
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MRMOBIAL 0{ TBB CHAMBBA OB COMMBBCB OP ST. lOWl, K. B. 

T« li> exctHoicy ike Him. Arthur Ilamiliom OorJm^ UnOtmrnmi g^wt rm m - ^md 
cawumandtr-in-ekirf 9f tkeprpciaet of Kem BnuumiaL 

St. Johx, Mmrt^ II, ISGi. 

Thit momorial of the Cbamber of Commerce of tbe eitjr of St John, in ihm 
province Aforesaid, reicpoctfolljr repre»CDt« : That thit eluunber bas lewned Uiat 
Djr a recent regulation of the customs authorities in the citjr of New York bonds 
are renuired on the shipment of goods to this prormee, providing* under heaTj 
penalties, that such goods shall be l9nil«^ is the proTinee. and shall not M 
transported to anj place under insurrectioiiarj control of the so-eaUed Gonfeder* 
Ate States of America, and ^hall not be n:fed in anj way to give aid or comfort 
to such ini^urgents, with consent, permission, or connivance of theowneis, ahippefSb 
carriers, or consignees thereoH 

Your memorialisu would respeetfnllj represent that thej csanol hot regard 
the r(H|uirenicnt of bonds of tnis nature as an imputation upon the inti^rity 
and honor of importers in the province, inasmuch as it is an implieatioa that said 
importers seek to possess themselves of goods for a purpose at direct variance 
with the proclamation of her Most Gracious Majestjr the Queen, and opposed to 
their principles as being engaged in the prosecution of r^ular and legitimale 
business. 

Your memorialists are of opinion that, while it majr accord with the practice 
in certain ca^es to demand bonds for the due landing and deliveij of g«)ods st 
their declared destination, to seek to retain control over such goodi and met-> 
chandise, af^er being so landed and delivered, is, in respect to articles imp<urted 
from tlie United Sutes into this province, both unusual and unnecessaiy. 

The absence of anjr mund for such proceeding can readil j be nude apparent. 

The tables of the trade and navigation of the province condusivelj show that 
no shipments have been mad^ from its ports of goods, in anj appreciable quantity. 
(originallj imported from the United States.) to any ports orplaces that can 
suspected of complicity with blockade- running operations. Tnis (act, your i 
morialists would urge, ou^ht to secure our trade from a regulation which, if it 
were really required, could not but be regarded as burdensome, but which, whe^ 
clearly shown to be unnecessary, as a security against contraband trading, can> 
not but be deemed vexatious and inconvenient. 

Your memorialists would further beg to draw attention to the fact that the trade 
of this province is a growing one, and that the imports from the said United States 
consi:«t mainly of breadstuffs and salted meats, for which there is a rapidly in* 
creasing consumption. I*he8e articles are imported into the province for consump- 
tion therein, or in the neighboring districts of the province of Nova Scotia, and 
that (ns appears from the table of exports hereto appended) none are reshipped 
from tbe province for a destination adverse to the United States. Tht reqture- 
ment of the bonds of the nature hereinbefore designated, upon the shipment o( 
these articles from United States ports to this province, must prove a burden to 
the trade which will materially interfere with its extent, since the costs attend- 
ant upon the giving of the bonds for such heavy sums and so unusual conditions 
are more than the trade will bear. 

In view of these facts your memorialists would respectfully 8un;est the eon* 
sideration whether it will be to the advantage of the people of the United States 
to continue a restriction on the traffic in these staples, and other goods, that ^ 

must eventually curtail the commercial intercourse between the two eonntrks» to \ 

the disadvantage of both parties. I 

The Cbamber of Commerce beg respectfully to request that your exceDen^ ; 

j 
I 
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irUl be pleased to take an early opportuoitj of communicatiog these views, and 
audi other considerations as may appear proper to joor excellency, to her Ma- 
jesty's minister at Washington, in order that the case tftay be laid before the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, to the end that our commerce 
may be relieved of a restriction which it is believed is productive of no benefit 
on the one hand, while resulting in positive injniy on the other. 

JL DONALDSON. President. 
J. WooowAUD, Secretary. 



ToUi thipmcMi of hread$tuff$ and Malted meats from the province of New 
BruMsmckJbr tie years 18G2 and 18G3. 

FROM THE PaO%1XCG OF XEW BRCXSWICK, 18G2. 



Destination. 



Tbe United Kin^^om .. 

Nova8cotia 

PriiKe Edward** islatid. 

Tbe United Sutet 

Nassaa 



Barrels of 
flour. 


Barrels 
meaU 


Pounds 
salt meat 


994 

8,209 

229 

168 


40 

749 

76 

3 


30,200 

2,600 


900 
300 








9,G00 


8Gd 


34,200 



FROai ST. JOHN, X. B^ 1863^ 
(Returns from outposts not received.) 



DcstiuaUon. 


Barrels of 
flour. 


Barrels 
meaL 


Pounds 
salt meat 


The United Kinirdom ....•.•....••.........•..•.. 


44 

8,710 






KoTa Scotia. ...- .......... .....I .••....... .......... 


523 
32 


4,200 


The United States..... - 


13,400 


British West Indies.... 


398 


400 










9,152 


555 


18,000 



I herehy certify that the above statement relative to the ehipment of bread- 
8tu£Ed and Baited meats from the province of New Brunswick, and the port of 
8t John. New Brunswick, during 1SG2 and 1S63, is correct and true* 

. ., WILLIAM SMITH. 

I*- '-J ContrMtr of Customs, !^^ St. Jo/im, March 11, 1864. 



Lord LyoMs to Mr. Seunird. 

Washington, April 14, 1864. 
Bib: With reference to your notes of the 11th, 16th, and 29th ultimo, and 
to my notes of the 13th and 24th ultimo, I have the honor to transmit to youn 
copy of a despatch from the governor general of Canada respecting the in* 
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formation giren to the United States goTcrament that two Bchoonen were lying 
under suspicions circumstances in Canadian waters, I also endosc a summaij' 
of a coufidcntial report made by an agent employed by the Ca n ad ian anthon^ 
tics to investisite tlie matter. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedieiit, 
humble servant, 

LT0N8. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SfiWAtD. 



GOVBBNMBNT IIotJSB, 

Quebec March 31, 1S64. 
My Lord : Immediately on the receipt of your excellency's despatch of Mardi 
13, I sent a confidential agent of the Canadian government to investigate the 
truth of the information communicated to the provost marshal of the War De- 
partment of the United States relative to two vessels on Like Erie alleged to 
be fitted out for the purpose of piratical aggression on the lake trade of the 
United States. 

I have now the honor to enclose for your excellency's information the report 
of that gentleman, from which you will observe that after the closest scrutiny 
he was unable to find any evidence to substantiate the allegations referred to. 
I have, ftc, 

MONCK. 
Lord Lyons, Sfc^ Sfc^ Sge. 



Ileport of the mgtmi tf tht CumaiUm gottrmmtni to VueoumtMomdL 

I proceeded direct to Chatham, Upper Canada, and on the 22d instant reached 
the uondcau, 17 miles distant, in search of a vessel named the Montreal, stated 
to be then lying there, under the command of a Captain Wliitby, who was also 
stated to be an officer in the so-called confederate navy. The said vessel was 
further reported to be then and there lying with sails bent ready for sea at a 
moment's notice, armed with two 24-pounder guns, a qnantity of small arms* 
cutlasses, and boarding pikes, and manned with a picked crew of fifteen men« 
having hostile and piratical intentions towards the United States. 

In the Rondeau harbor I found a schooner called the Cataragui, under the 
command of and owned by a Captain Whitby, and with sails bent as described* 
but affording no further corroboration of the story as reported. Captain Whit- 
by is an £nglislimin, who has lately purchased the Cataragui from Mr. AngUii, 
of Kinston. He has never been in the so-called Confederate States at all, and 
is now living with his wife and one man, a servant, Dtk board his vessel. Hav* 
iog placed myself in communication with him immediately on my arrival, be 
afforded me at once every facility for examining his vessel, to whichi proceeded 
in his company across the ice in which she lay frozen In, at a distance of about 
three-quarters of a mile from the shore. The only armament that I could dis- 
cover on board, afler a diligent search, were an old, rusty slup cannonade of 
about four pounds calibre^used for signal purposes, and a double-^rrelled fowlinc^ 
piece. On my return to the shore 1 was met by General Terry, who commands 
at Johnston's island, having the 2.000 or more prisoners of war there under hie 
charge. Having introduced him to Captain Whitby, the latter, at my reqnc8t» 
took him at once on board yio schooner, as he liad previously taken myself 
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tlms eoabliiig liim to ascertain personaHj the true state of tbe case. I saw him 
BQbseqoeotljr on his leturn, and he expressed himself fully satisfied* 

From Chatham I next proceeded to Fort Stanley, within fifteen miles of which 
place, at New creek, another vessel, called the Saratoga, of a similar character 
and desijo^s, was stated to be lyine. 

A diligent se«jrch on either side of that port, and for greater distances than 
that above specified as the place of her concealment, failed in revealing to me 
either snch a place or vessel, and shipping masters born in that locality, who 
have sailed the lakes all their lives, informed me that they had no knowledge 
of any creek bearing that name on I^ke Erie. The creeks from the Rondean 
eastwards until you reach Port Stanley, a distance of about forty-five miles, 
are in the following order: Big <:reek. Clear creek, 8ixteen-3Iile creek, Number- 
Nine creek, Colond Talbot's creek, and Kettle creek, otherwise Port Stanley. 
From the latter place, still following the coast line eastward to Port Burwell, a 
distance of twenty-five miles, are Silver creek, Catfish creek, or Port Bruce, 
and Otter creek, or Port BurwelL 

By the before-mentioned authorities I was further informed that it was not 
possible to winter a vessel at any of the creeks I have enumerated, except at 
the ports named, and there I saw and examined some fifteen or more vessels, but 
amongst them no Saratoga, the vessel I was in search of, nor could I find in tlie 
shipping list of Canadian vessels navigating the upper lakes any vessel bearing 
that name, although I searched it diligently for this purpose, nor had the mas- 
ter mariners whom I consulted knowledge of any sucL 



Mr. Seward to Lord Ly&kt. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, AprU 15, 1864. 

llv LoBD : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica* 
tion of the 11th histant, respecting cotton owned by British subjects and other 
foreigners in Louieiaua, and particularly relating to the complaint of Miss Mary 
Murray of the seizure of cotton belonging to her by Gkneral Ellet, of the United 
States marine brigade. 

I have the honor to inform you that I have transmitted a copy of your note 
and of its accompaniment to the Secretary of War, who has been requested to 
cause an investigation of the complaint of Miss Murray with a view to such pro- 
ceedings as may be requisite. I have'also invited his attention to the general 
subjects as presented in your lordship's communication, and shall avail myself 
of the earliest opportunity to reply thereto. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, igc^ igc^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyms. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, April 18, 18$4. 
Mv Lord : I havo tho honot to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
9th instant, respecting certain cotton now in that part of the United States which 
k heU by insuipsnts, and which is said to belong io Mr. John Mulholland, of 
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Belfast I baTe Um boiior to InlunB joor k»d«]up» in replj» that tlie 1^^ 
be taken into eonsidermtioa. 

1 Lave the honor to be, whh high mnrd* mr lord, jonr obedient sertant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Loto Lvoxs, ^e.^ ^e^ |ic. 



lir. Setoard to Lori LyotiM. 

DSPARTMBNT OP StATB* 

WoMkingUm, AprU 18, 1864. 

Mv LoBD: I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jonr eommnnie*- 
tion of the 13th instant, in resard to the restrictions imposed on the trade between 
the United Sutes and British colonies, a copy of whicn commnnication has beeli 
laid before the Secretary of the Treasury. When I shall have received an ex*. 
prcssion of his views npon the subject I shall address myself to your lordship 
ia relation to it. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLLkM H. SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lto.^s, ^c^ te^ ^c 



Lord Lyons to Mr. SewarJL 



Wasiiixoton, AprU 18, 1864. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit to yon a copy of a despatch from her 
Majesty's consul at New York, pointing out certmn irregularities in the proceed- 
ings in the case of the British sdiooner Nymph, Alexander McCoppin 
master, and requesting that the United States government may be movea to 
retain the proceeds of the sale of the vessel and cargo, so as to allow time for 
the owners to defend their interests. This request appears to me to be reasonable, 
and I beg leave to recommend it to prompt and favorable consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your moat 
obedient, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 9gc^ ife^9fe. 



Mr. AftkUmldu Urd Lg^mg. 



British Consulatb, 

Kcw York, AprU 11, 1864. 

My Lord: Bcferring to my despatch of the 28th ultimo, reporting the dis- 
charge of Alexander McCoppin from Fort Warren, I have the honor to bring 
under your lordship's notice the nroceedings which have taken place in reference 
to the condemnation of the scuooner Nymph, of which Mr. McCoppin was 
master. 

This vessel was seized off Matagorda bay, on the coast of Texas, on the 22d 
April last, while on a voyage from Belize, Ilondnras, to Matamoras, and was 
taken to New Orleans, wncre, although there was no prise eourt at the time 
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established ^liere, tbe vessel and cargo were sold — ^the vessel for the sum of 
two thousand one hundred and twcntv-five dollars, and the cargo for three 
thousand seven hundred and forty-one dollars and fifty-nine cents — and the pro- 
ceeds were sent to either the Navy or Treasury Department at Washington. 

The papers found on board the vessel were brought to New York, and pro- 
ceedings instituted in the prize court here, under which a decree, by default of 
coudcmuation of vessel and cargo, was entered on the 27th of October last» 
sixty days being given for furthers proof aud to allow the real owners to intervene. 
That time having expired, and no one having intervened, a final decree of dk- 
tribution will, I understand, be entered in a few days* 

I beg leave to submit to your lordship that the proceedings in this case are* 
as it appears to me, irreguhir, and the decree of condemnation ought to be set 
aside; at all events the proceeds in the hands of the government ought not to be 
distributed until time can be had for a review of the proceedings in the ca^e, for 
which purpose Mr. McCoppin has placed the matter m the hands of the consul. 

It seems to be repugnant to justice^ and at variance with ordinary notions of 
the grounds of a decree itt rem, to allow a condemnation where the ra itself has 
never been subjected to the process of the court nor brought within its jurisdic- 
tion. In this case no monition was served on the master, or on any part of the 
effects condemned, which, as I have said, were not within the reach of the 
court A publication of notice of the libel in one of the local ncwsnapcrs, as I 
• am informal, took place, which, under the act in reference to proceedings in the 
prize court, mi^ht perhaps have availed if the res in question were within their 
jurisdiction, and on this proceeding the decree by default was founded. 

The proceedings in the prize court do not appear until recently to h^kvo be- 
come known to any parties interested in the veSscl* and cargo. The owner of 
the vessel, it is stated, died many months since. Mr. McCoppin, the master of 
the vessel, was confined in prison, first here, and afterwards at Fort Warren, for 
the greater part of the year. Neither the vessel nor any port of the cargo 
being bronght to this port, the proceedings in the case escaped my notice, and 
consequently the name of the vessel will not be found in the list of British prize 
vessels conucmncd in this district, which I recently forwarded to your lordship. 

Mr. 3IcCoppin insists that the voyage in which the Nymph was captured was 
honest and bona fidt^ and that her dostinition was Matamoras, and no other 
port, the vessel ha%ing been driven a little out of her coarse at the time she was 
fallen in with and captured. Ho is now about to return to Belize to collect the 
necessary evidence to sustain the chum of the owners to restitution, aud in the 
mean time it is but just, under the circumstances, that the proceeds in the hands 
*> of the government should not be distributed. 

I have, &C.9 

£• M. ARCHIBALD. 

Lord Lyons, ^c^ 4^., ^ 



Lord LyoM to Mr. Seward. 



Wasiuxgtox, April 18, 1864. 

Sia : Ton were so good as to inform mo on the 9th instant that the notes 
which I had the honor to address to yon on the 4th and 5th instant, i-espccting 
the imprisonment of Mr. Jam?8 McIIugh, would receive duo attention. 

Mr. McHagh has now been in prison four mouths. He demands that he be 
released or bo brought immediately to trial. This demand appears to me to 
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be perfecdr reaaooaUe, and 1 deem it to be mj iutj to sapoort it I most «i 
the tAUM time repeat the request which I made in mj note of the 4th instant, 
to be informed how the case etanda. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideratioa, nr, yonr most obe- 
dient, humble serrant* 

LYONS. 

non« WiuJAM H. Sbwaid, ifc^ ^e^ fe. 



Lord L^MS to Ifr. SewmrJL 

WashixgtO!!, Jprii 18, 1864. 

Sir : In a note dated the Gth instant, announcing the release from Fori 
Warren of two officers and three seamen who had been captured on board the 
British steamer Don, you did mc the honor to inform me that measures were 
being taken for the discharge of all bona Jide foreign subjects captured in neu- 
tral vessels seized for breach of blockade* 

I deem it to be mv duty, with a view to hastening the release of British sub- 
jects comprised in this category, to ask your imn^iate attention to the en* 
closed list of persons captured, as I am informed, on board British vessels, and 
claiming British protection, who are held as prisoners by the government of 
the United Sutes. 

I have the homnr to be, with the highest consideratioi^ ar, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 4iv., Sfc^ ^ 



Mr. ArckAmld U Lord L90m$. 

British Consulati; 

Kem York, JjuH 7, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to report to your lordship that the persona 
whose names are mentioned in the subjoined list, and who state themselves to 
be British subjects, are detained here a^ prisoners in the county jail. The 
seven first-named persons were captured on board the British steamer Scotia 
while on a voyage from Wilmington to Nassau. Two of them report them- 
selves to have been passengers in that vesseL 

The seven last-named persons were captured in the British steamer Don, of 
London, while on a voyage from Nassau to Wilmington. One of them states 
himself to have been a passenger on board the Don. The whole thirteen per- 
sons were lodged in the county jail on the 25ih ultimo. The Scotia waf 
brought to this port for adjudication, as reported in my despatch of the 9th 
ultimo. The Don was taken to Boston. I see no reason for the detention of 
these prisoners here. I have caused them to be examined bra clerk from thia ; . 

office, and believe them to be all British subjects and entitled to British protee- i 

tion. There is likewise in the county jiii a British subject named Adolphua ! i 

Russell, a native and resident of Green Turtle Bar, Bahamas. Uc states him- j i 

self to «iave been a passenger on board the sloop llicer, of Qreen Turtle Bay» ' ^ 

which was captured on the Ist of January last and taken to Key West. Rns* 1 1 

sell was kept on board the United States bark Roebuck from the timo of hia ; ( 

capture until ho was sent here and lodged in the county jail, about three weeks i 

since, lie is suflTering from ill health. * 



LU i.UJJ ' l W 



59Q 



DIPLOIIATIC COSRESPONDENCX. 



Besides tbe above-menUoned persons, diere is in the conntj jail, wbere be 
has been imprisoned since the 2a of Febmaiy last, a man nan^ William Pat* 
tenon, master of the sloop Gopher, of Green Turtle Baj, Bahamas, which was 
captaitid and sent to Key West on the 12th of Deceml>er last. lie states him- 
self to be a native of Denmark, is now of the ase of forty-six years, and has 
resided twenty-eight years in the Bahama islands, where he became naturalized 
as a British subject in the year 1850. 
I have, flcc« 

E. M. ARCHIBALD. 
• The Lord Lyons, Sfc., Sfe^^Sfc 



KmC Urn pritCMM* 


Kamarfihl^ 






L JolMSmltk. 

8. William 8t«arM.... 


Steamer Scotia.. 
....do 


OooBt7iafl.KewTock... 




a Robert Fernante... 




do - 




4. Richard IIUI«7 


....a© 






& WiUlaBL.PaiM... 
6L Jobs McKlnleT 


*II!do illllllllll 


do 

do 




7. A.W. Stcltt..'. 


....do 


IllllllllidoIIIIIIlIIIIII 
do 




& J. A. BcdweU 

9. w.ttnflii 

la Bernard Hardlnx... 


SteamarDoA.... 

....do 

....do 


De«potcb from ber Majerty** coofol 
at Kew York, dated Aprfl 7, aa* 
mexcdbaretou 


IL Santoel BcMtock.... 






is. Frt-derkk Tis«r.... 


....do...:....... 


da 




UL Joba Teaple 


...,d» 






14. A.D.Clacett 

IX AdolphiM Racer.... 
Id WUliam Pafienraa*. 
.17. W.OweMKciU.... 

16. John McCarthy 

la WUliam Aa«ti« 


....do 

Racer 

Gopher 

Kntfleld 

Deo 

....do 


do 

da 

. CanoU prUoB, Waiiaar* 

toik 
1 do 
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Xote to Mr. Seirard, Mareb S4 ; notef 


SO Joha Wcrt^eT 


do 


ji 


> fromMr. Seward. Mareb 29 aod 
April 7. 


81. John Marphy 


^ 


do 


93. WUilamStrpheat.. 
S3. GotftavQi Krotch ... 


....do 

....do 


L... do 

> do 


34. JameaGarrick 


... da 


do 




SSb Jvha Klac 


Paol 

Romitar 

....do 

Kot stated 


: U. S. >hlp PrtDcctoo, ai 




9L J. D.ColemaB 


note* from Mr. Saward, March 17 


S7. W. ILTbAmpaoB... 
Slbaae Fbher. (ool- 


do 

• dA 


and 33. 
Letter from FUbcr to her Midc^y*t 

S^aanesedbereUiw 


oi«4^ ' ^ 





• TUa maa k fUtcd to bo • BatlTo of 



Mr. FUUr U Mr. K^ririgkL 



Philadelphia Navy Yard, 
UniUd Stales Reeeiclng Shtp FrincetoMt March 22, 1864. 

8iR : I do very respectfully request to see you, if yoa could make it con* 
▼enient at any time to come, as I am here among strangers, and in a strange 
country. As a statement of my case, and how I came here, wsis : I volunteered 
my services in Nassau for two pounds a mouth, of which I signed for, but at 
the same time being quite ignorant of the destination of the schooner I was in. 
To my great misfortune I was captured, and brought here on board of the re- 
ceiving ship Princeton, and I should like to see yoo, for 1 could explain things 
more correct to yon. I have no one to look to, as I am a colored man, and my 
situation is but very little pitied, and I am under a thousand obligations to you 
if you could aid or help me in any way, for I have no one to look to, as I am 
a British subject, and a nerfect stranger here, and I would thank you as your 
humble servant for yonr kindness; so please aid or help me if you please^ 
Itespectfullyt &e., 

ISAAO FISIIEE. Colons, 

0. R. K. KORTRIGHT, Esq., 

iler BriUtMHic Majcsiys ConnU. 
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Lord Lyomt I0 Mr. Sewmrd^ 

WASBU«QTO!f, JprU 18> 1864. 

Sit: Her Majesty's govenuneiit bare liad under Uieir eoosidsntiim the 
re^pondcnce whicb has taken place between tbis leaUkm and tbe State I>qi«i^ 
meat respecting tba military commission appointed to inrestinte tbe cmaes ^ 
persons nnder arrest in Fort Lafayette and Fort Warren, and tber bave p«r> 
tlcularly directed tbeir attention to tbe note wbicb yoo did me tbe boocHr to 
address to me on the subject on tbe 12tb of Febraarr last 

Iler Majesty's government cannot, however, r^ard tbe infijrmation c on w ey aJ 
by that note, or by tbe paper enclosed in it, as snfficieutly explieit. 

If New York and Boston be nnder martial law, and tbe ordinary forms ^ 
dvil trial be suspended universally, and without exeeption or distinction ^ 
persons, subjects of her Majesty brought before tbe military commission are m 
tbe same condition as native citizens, and bear Miyesty's government may refimisi 
from remonstrance on tbis particular subject. 

But her Majesty's government conceive that this should be deariy stated | 
for if this be not the case, and if her Mi^ty's subjects are to have cbar;ges 
against them investigated by an exceptional tribunal, and are not to be allowed 
the protection and safeguards of the ordinary civil trial, when such protectiom 
and safeguards are still open to United States citisens, the fact, if it be so, maj' 
give rise to very grave and serious complaint. 

Iler Maje:<ty*s government have therefore instructed me to apply to you fior 
a more explicit statement upon this matter, and for a distinct answer to the 
questions whether martial law universally prevails at New York and Bostom 
and whether it suspends for all persons equally, citisens as weU as foreigaer8» 
tbe right of being tried before the ordinary civil tribunaL 

I have the honor to be, with tbe highest consideration, sir, your most obe* 
dient, bumble servant* 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, 4r., ^ |ie. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lymi. 



Department of Statb, 

lVki?tittgfoih April 20, 1864. 
My Loan: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's 
note of tbe 18th instant, in which you inform me that her Majesty's govera- 
ment have had under consideration the correspondence which has taken place 
between her Majesty's legation and this department respecting the militaiy 
commission appointed to investigate the cases of persons under arrest in Port 
Lafayette and Fort Warren, and that tliey have particularly directed their at- 
tention to the note which I addressed to your lordship on the subject of the 
12th February last, that her Majesty's government cannot, however, regard tbe 
wformation conveyed by that note, or by the paper enclosed in it. as sufficiently 
explicit. Your lordship then remarks that, if New York and Boston are under 
martial law, and if the ordinary forms of civil trial are suspended universally, 
imd wjihout exception or distinction of persons, subjccU of her Migcsty brought 
before the military commission arc in the same condition as native citizen^ and 
her Majesty's government may refrain from reraonstranco on this narticuhr 
subject; but that her Majesty's government conceive that this should bo clearly 
stated; for if diis is not the case, and if her Majesty's subjecU aro to have 
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charges against them investigated bj an exceptional tribunal, and are not 
to be allowed the protection and safeguards of the ordinary civil trial, when 
finch protection and safeguards are still open to United States citizens, the fact, 
if it be so, may give rise to very grave and serious complaint ; that her Ma- 
jesty's government have therefore instructed your lordship tb apply to this 
department for a more explicit statement upon this matter, and for a distinct 
answer to the Question whether martial la;v universally pnwails at New York 
and Boston, and whether it suspends for all persons equally , citizens as well as 
foreigners, the right of being tried before the ordinary civil tribunal. 

In reply to this note, I have the honor to give your lordship a copy of a pro* 
damation issued by the President of the United States on the 15th of Septem- 
ber, 1863. I have to state further, for the information of her Majesty's gov* 
emment, that military commissions and courts-martial ore instituted and ap* 
pointed to inquire into and decide cases of the classes in regard to which the 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus is suspended by the above-mention^ 
proclamation, and no other cases. 

I have further to state, that military commissions and courts-martial take 
cognizance and try complaints against all classes of persons, citizens of the 
United States as well as foreigners, without any discrimination on the ground 
of their citizenship or want of citizenship, other tlian such di:rcrimination as 
as holds citizens to full oblif ations of a perfect allegiance to the United States, 
while all the rights which specially belong to domiciled or transient aliens as 
snch under the law of nations are observed and respected^ 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
▼aiit» 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. LoBO Lyons, Sfc^ fy:^ ifc 

[For the President's proclamation above referred to, see congressional docn- 
menU of the 15th September, 1863.] 



Mr. Sitrard to Lord Lyons. 



DBPABTMeNT OP StaTB, 

Woikingtoti, AprU £1, 1864. 
My Lobd : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the ISth instant, relative to alleged irregularities in the proceedings 
in the case of the British schooner Nymph, Alexander McCoppin, master, and 
seconding a request that the proceeds of the sale of the vessel and cargo may 
be retained until the owners can defend their interests. In reply, 1 have the 
honor to infoim your lordship that I have submitted the request to the consid- 
eration of the Secretary of the Navy, who has been fumidied with a copy of 
your note and its accompaniments. 

I have the honor to be, with high couEideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
y Tant. 

\ WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Bight non. Lord Lyons, ^., ^., 4r.- 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, April 21, 1864. 
Bia : In obedience to instructions which I have received from her Majesty's 
priocipal secretary of state for foreign aflairs, I have the honor to submit to yoa 
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ft copy of a OTotett nuide br the master, mate* and one of tlie Mamea of tlio 
Britiili wreekiog ftchooner Dart ajnintt the prooeedingt of a United States 
f teamer-ofowar, rappoeed to be the Yandefbilt 

ller Majesty's government baring considered tbis protest* are of opinion diat 
if tbe sUtemcnU made in it be well founded, ber Majcstj*s territorial r^^ts 
bare been tntcntionallj Tiolated, and iniory inflicted npon ber Majesty's subjects 
witbin ber Majestj*s territory h^ a cmieer of tbe United States. Her Majes^s 
government bave accordingly directed me to call tbe attention of tbe goven- 
ment of tbe United Sutes to tbose sUtements* and to request tbat an investigar 
tion may be made respecting tbem. 

1 bave tbe bonor to be» witb tbe bigbest consideration, sir, yonr most obedient, 
bumble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaed, 4^ ^e^ 4^ 



iVitaC ^ Oi «M*r, MiU, «W Mi ^ fit «MnM y* Of 1)M. 

Bahama laLANna, New Frmriiemm : 

Know ftll men by tbese presents : Tbat on tbis 9tb day fit Januaiy, in the 
year of our I/jrd iS6it brfore me, Bruce Lockbart Bumside, a notary public, by 
lawful autbority appointed, duly admitted and sworn, residing and pmcticing in 
the city of Nassau, in tbe isUnd of New Providence, personally came and 
appeared George H. Pearce, tbe master, James Harris, tbe mate, and William 
H. Bethel, seaman, of and belonsing to tbe Bahama wrecking schooner Dart, 
who, of their own free will and voluntary accord, did declare, (such declaration 
being made in pursuance of the laws of the Bahamas for substituting a dedan- 
tion in lieu of an oath in certain cases,) tbat tbey sailed in and on board tbe 
Bahama wrecking schooner Dart, in the capacities above set forth, on Wednes- 
day, the Gth day of this instant, January, from tbe bluff in the island of 
Elcnthera, one of tbe Bahama islands, bound on a yoyage to the port of Key 
West, Florida. On arriving off Egg island, about nine in tbe morning, tbese 
declarants observed a vessel-of-war in chase of a merchant steamer, the latter' 
of which approached to within two miles of £gg island, and tbe declarants 
then observed that ber deck load, consisting of bales of cotton, was being 
thrown overboard. That the said schooner Dart was then taken through tbe 
Egg island cut, and these declarants, with tbe rest of the crew, commeiMed to 
save the cotton which was drifting about on soundines, and within a distance of 
three miles from the land. That they had succeed^ in saving twdve bales oif 
cotton when the vesecl-of- war abandoned the chase and proceeded towards the 
Dart, and approached within bailing dietince, she having at the time ber licensed 
wrecking flag flying from the main-topmast head. That this declarant, tbe saft 
George H. Pearce, then hailed the war vessel, and stated tbat die Dart was a 
licensed wrecking vessel ; that the cotton was in British waters, and tbat be 
considered he had a right to save it. Two of the crew of the Dart, James 
Garry and the declarant, William H. Bethet were then in one of the Dart's 
boats, and had succeeded in securing a bale of cotton which they were abont to 
take in, when an officer from the deck of the war vessel presented a pistol at 
them and declared that if they attempted to take it in be would shoot them. 
A boat was then lowered from the war vessel, tbe parties in ber drove tbe 
wreckers away from the cotton and took it. The crew of the war yessel in her 
boats then proceeded to save tbe rest of the cotton which was adrift. And 
these declarants further declare tbat the said vessel-of-war had no fing flying 
at this time, although when in chase of the merchant ship she bad the 
American ensign flying. That one of the crew of tlM Dart haued and asked 
38 o • 
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irlutt the name of tliat vessel was» bat no reply was gtren; an officer from tbe 
deck o( the ship threatening to mn into the Dart and sink her if thej attempted 
to cross the bows of the war vesseL 

And these declarants lasily declare that the said war vessel was a side-wheel 
steamer of between 1^00 and 2,000 tons burden, brie-rigged, drawing twenty 
feet forward, with two walking beams above decks ; these declarants believing 
lier to be the United States v^sel-of-war VanderbOt 

GEORGE H, PEAROE, 
JOHN M. HARRIS, 
WILLIAM H. BETHEL. 

Declared to this 9th day of January, A. D. 1864, before me. 

r , B. L. BURN8IDB, 

I J Notary Public^ Bahamat. 

Bahama Islands, New Proviienee: 

To all to whom these presents shall come : I, Bruce Lockhart Bnmside, a 
notary public, by lawful authority appointed, duly admitted and sworn, residing 
and practicing in the ci^ of Nassau, in the island of New Providence, do 
hereby certify the for^;oing to be a true copy of a notarial declaration duly 
made before me bv the parties therein named, as the same^remains of record in 
my official notarial record book, page 243 to page 245. 

In faith and testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
[l. 8.] my seal of office, at Nassau, in the island of New Providence, this 9th 
day of Januaiy, A. D. 1864. 

B. L. BURNSIDE, 

Notary PMie* 



Lord Lyom to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, AprU 22, 1864. 

Sir : With reference to your note of the 16th January last, and to my answer 
of the 18th of the same month, I have the honor to inform you that the 
schooner J. L. Gerety has been made jover to the commercial agent of the United 
States at Belize. I enclose a copv of a letter on the subject which has been 
addressed by that functionary to the administration of the government of the 
colony. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest considera^on, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^ Ifc^ Igc 



Mr. C. A. Lemi l# fA« tffiear mdminisierimgtk^ f&verumeiU iff the colony. . 

United States Commbbcial Agbncv, 

Belize. February 12, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's note 
of yesterday, informing me that, in accordance with a decbion of the government 
of Jamaica, the authorities of this plsce are advised to transfer the schooner 
Eureka to the agent of the United SUtes at Belise, and requesting me to take 
such measures as may be deemed necessary for the safe-keeping and final dis* 
posal of the said vessel 
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Id antwer, I liaTa the iKmor to infbm yov exodlencTtKat I aeeqit» Im tikm 
Bame of tlic goremment of the United States, the charge of the achoooerEsr^av 
and, in accordance with the Terbal permiwion riren hy jour excdlencj jesler- 
dar, I haTe entered Into an arrangement with Mr. Cnnningham, the inspector of 
police* (unofficial on bis part,) to continne a sanrdlUuice over the Tcasd as here> 
tofore, and also the two men as guards or walchmen, the expense to be paidbj 
the agenej. 

I Mg also to request that the authorities will be pleaied to furnish me witk 
an account for expenses of guardbg and watching ttie yessd to this date, and 
also of any outlays on the part of tb colonial government in the eAwt to a treo t 
the parties, Hogg and Brown. 

And I beg, furthermore, to express to your excdlency my high grstificatkm 
and aporeciation for the great eoer^, activity, and ^pomptness on the part of 
the anUiorities of this plaiDe in the dffort to bring to justice the parties who to<A 
forcible poesession of tne Eureka on the high seas, and also the trouble whiA 
has been taken to guard and protect the property after capture, as wdl as &o 
discretionary power with wbich her Uajesty's eovemment has been pleaaeJ 
to vest the governor of Jamaica, by virtue ot which much time and expense 
have been saved in the final ditiposition of this case ; and I feel convinoca that 
the government of the United States will not (ail to fully and amply enter into 
the same measure of appreciation and gratification. 

0. A. LEAS, 
lMiUdStaU$ CommtreM AgtML 

The Opficbi adminiUering ike GovenmemL 



Lard Lyons to Mr. SewmrJL 

WASHiffOTOif, April 22, 1864. 

Hy Deai Sir : In compliance with the wish you expressed in our conversa- 
tion of yesterday, I send you a copy of an article in the Buffalo Morning Courier 
of the 15th insUnt, respecting a vessel stated to be building at that port for Ae 
United States government. 
Yours, fai wully, 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, ^ ^ ^ 



TExtrsct froffl tbe Bnffsk> Momiiif Couriof^ of Aprfl 16, 1864.] 

"A CuTTBR FOB THB Rbvbnub Sbbvicb. — Captain Ottenger, of the United 
States revenue service, has arrived in this city, having been ordered here to su- 
perintend the building of a cutter for the lake revenue service. Caotain H. 
Wbittaker, of this city, is one of the contractors, and tbe work of builaing has 
already been commenced at Lower Black Rock, under his supervision. The 
new cutter is to be one hundred and sixty feet long, twenty-four feet beam, with 
about ten feet depth of hold, and will be of the side-ecrew order. Her engines, 
four in number, will be capable of GOO-horse power, two engines giving power to 
each screw. Circumstances being &vorable, it is expected she wiUbe ready 
for service in about three months. The design and drawings of the engines have 
been made by Mr. H. Bloomingdale, a talented mechanical engineer of this city. 
The engines are to be built at the Buffalo Works, and will no doubt be in every 
respect worthy of that establishment We think it probable, firom what we can 
learn of the intentions of the eontracting parties, that the new revenue cutter 
will be the fastest propeller on the lakes.** 
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Mr. Seward to Lord Lyang. 

Dbpaetmbnt op Btatb, 

Washington, AprU 22, 1864. 

My Lord : I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
18tli inatanty in rektion to the case of Mr. James McHngn, and to inform your 
lordalup, in replj, that on the 11th instant I called npon (jreneral Dix for infer- 
mation as to the progress of the investigation in this case» since which I have 
lad no advices on the subject I have now requested the Secretary of War to 
xeqiure such information mm the proper anthonties, and have laid before him a 
cop7 of your note. 

1 have the honor to be, with high couMdermtion, my lord, your obedient ser* 

WILLLIAM H. SEWlBD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^., 4^ jpc 



Mr. Seward to Ijmrd htfant. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washingtm, April 25, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of the 21st instant, respecting tiie case of the British wrecking schooner 
Dart, alleged to have been molested by a United States cruiser suppo^ to have 
been the Vanderbilt, while saving cotton, in British waters, which had been 
thrown overboard by a vessel which the cruiser was pursuing. In reply, I have 
the honor to infomf your lordship that I have refen^ the matter to the Navy 
Department for investigation. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser* 
▼ant* 

. WILLIAM H. SEWAVD. 
Kght Hon. Lord Lyons, ifc, ^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Drpartmbnt op State, 

Washington, April 27, 1864. 
My Lord : Recurring to your note of the 4th instant, respecting the case of 
James McHugh, I have the honor to inform your lordship, in reply, that I learn 
from Major General Dix that the military commission which investigated the 
case have reported that, in their judgment, McHugh should be released. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
▼ant* 

WILLL4JL H. SEWABD. 
Kght Hon. Lord, Lyons, dge^ IfCn^ 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, AprU 27, 1864. 
Sir : Her Maicsty's government, with a view to rightiy undcrsUnding the 
President's proclamation of the 18di February last, have desired me to send 
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them oiEciJ infonnatioa of the bci of the port of BrowntTfllo hdng in poMWi 
Bioii of the United States trooM. 

I recollect that in the month of Norember last, when aeoonnts of die oeen^ 
tion of Brownsville first aopeared in the newipapen. I had some oouTenaMn 
with JOQ on the iabject» and that jom obserred that the gOTemment had not yet 
received official reports, but that jon entertained no dimbt that the inteOlgenee 
in the newspapers was eoneei. 

I do not recollect sednf anj official ncoonnt of the event in the newspnpen 
afterwards, nor do I find any on searching the files of those papers which have 
been preserved here. I venture, therefbie, to have reeomse to yonr Idnflnem, 
and to ask yoa to commnnicate to me any docnment, or to give me any infonnn- 
tion which will enable me to state offioally to her Mije^v's rovemment dM 
fact of the port of Brownsville being in possession of ih» United States troops, 
and the date at which they rmssessed it. 

I have Uie honor to be, with the highest eonsiderati<m, sir, your most oW* 
dient, hnmble servant. 

LTONa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SnwABn, ^ ^ 4v. 



Lord Lymu Is Mr. Sewmri. 

Washinoton, JjjmH 29, 1864. 

Sir : Ton did me the honor on the 6th instant to inform me that measures 
were being taken for the discharge of all bona Jidt foreign subjects captured in 
neutral vessels seized for breach of blockade. On the 18th instant I submitted 
to you a list of twenty-eight persons captured on board British vessels, and 
claiming Britbh protection, who were detained as prisoners by the United States 
government All these persons except Isaac Fisher are, I am afindd, still impris- 
oned. 

I have, moreover, reason to fear that there are British subjects captured under 
similar circumstances who are detained at or near Fortress Monroe, and I deem 
it to be my duty to request you to give me, without delay, information on this 
subject I consider it also to be right that I should ask you whetho-, in addi- 
tion to the cases which have come to my knowledge, and which I have brought 
before you, there are other Britbh subje^s, or persons claiming to be British swb- 
iects, who, havine been captmred on board British or other neutral vessels, are 
hdd as prisoners by the government of the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, dr, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant 

LYONa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwasd, ^ ^ fe. 



hori LjfomM to Mr* SewarJL 

WASHiNGTOif, Ajml 29, 1864. 
Sir: I beg to call your attention to the enclosed copies of despstches 6oai 
her Migesty's consul at New York, and their enclosures. They relate to oom- 
plaints made by four men claiming British protection, and captured on board 
vessels seized by United States cruisers ; ihat money and oiher articles beloi^^ 
ing to them have been taken away from them by United States officers and liav« 
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not been returned. The namee of the men are» Batt Callahan, William Ebbett» 
Joseph £bbett, and William Thompson. 

I r^;ret very mnch to find that* from the statements made by these men* 
there is reason to apprehoid that several British snbjects, captnred on board 
vessels seized for breach of blockade* are held as prisoners by the United States 
government at Gamp HamOton, near Fortress Monroe. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest considerationt sir, yonr most obe* 
dient* hnmUe servant* 

LYOSB. 

Hon* WiLUAM H. SbWARD, SfCn 4^ it. 



Mr. ArckiUUuL^rd LfOM. 

Nbw Tore, Apnl 25, 1864. 

Uv Loan: I have the honor to transmit, herewith enclosed, for snch action 
thereon as yonr lordship may think fit» an affidavit in original, made before me 
by Batt Callahan, a British subject, complaining that he has been deprived of 
money and personal effects of value by officers of the United States navy, he 
beine one or the crew of the steamer ocotia, captured some time back for al- 
leged violation of blockade. 

Callahan states, in addition, that he has been for some time since the vessel's 
capture detained as a prisoner at Camp Hamilton, near Fortress Monroe, Vir- 
ginia, whence he wak a few days ago released, and that there are at present a 
number of British subjects in confinement at the same place, captured about the 
same time on board the steamers Don, Maiy Ann, and Scotia, on a similar charge. 
I have, ftc, 

E. M. ARCHIBALD. 

LoBD Lyons, Sfc^ Sfc^ ^c 



Batt Callahan, being sworn, deposes that he is a British subject, and has been 
a resident of Charleston, South Carolina, since January, 1858. That upon the 
28th of FebruaiT, 1864, deponent went on board the steamer Scotia, which ves- 
sel was then lying at the port of Wilmington, North Carolina, for the purpose 
of working his way to Nassau, N. P., fearing to remain longer in the Confed- 
erate States on account of the conscription which was at that time being enforced. 

That said steamer Scotia sailed firom Wilmington, and was, upon the 1st of 
March, captured by the United States ship Connecticut for violation of blockade; 
that he and others of the Scotia's crew were afterwards transferred to the United 
States ship Monticello, and that soon after such transfer were all searched, and 
various sums of money taken firom their persons by the officers of the Monticello. 

Deponent had upon his person when so searched a bag containing between 
fifty-nine and sixty dollars in silver coin, which, together with a gold watch and 
chain and two pocket knives, were taken from him by one of the officers, who 

£ve him a receipt for the same, of which the annexed is a true copy; and since 
%t time deponent has not had such sum of money, watch and chain, or pocket 
knives restored to him, nor does he know what has become of them. 

BATT CALLAHAN. 

Sworn at the British consulate, New York, this 26th of April, 1864, before me. 
.... I E. M. ARCHIBALD, 

l**^H ff^ Majuty'9 CamuL 



- v» • ■_* 1 _ s 
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ReceiTea, Ifwdi' 11, 1864, irooi Batt CalUum, prkonar of war, 

bag, (onopcoied,) two kniTes, out walch and ehdn. 

JOHN FUBET. 
Aaimg AsntL Pmyima$Ur U. & fiteMcr ilamticdU. 



Nbw Tork, A^ S7, 1M4. 

Mt LotD 2 Referring to mr despatd of jeaterdaj'a date, I liaTo the boaor 
to trantmit, herewith enclooe^ eopm of three receipts girea by the paTinaster 
of the United States steamer Hontioeno to three Bntish snljects, captored vpon 
the steamers Don and Maiy Ann for alleged Tiolatkm of bloekado. 

The men state that th^ amonnta, as weU as some articles of tliifat Tnliie, 
inch as pocket knires, were taken from their pmons br force, not bj the o£Eeecs 
of the capturing ressel, bat hj those of the United States steamer HontkeDa, 
npon which vessel they were being conTeyed as passengers to Fortress Monroe. - 

They report that several of the Sootia's and Uary Ann's men are still m 
detention at Camp HamiltOB. 

Ihave,^^ E. IL ABGHIBALD. 

Lord Lyohs, C B. 



[Endosons.] 

Received, Uarch 11, from William Ebbett, prisoner of war, one money bag, 

(unopened,) and one knife. 

JOHN FUREY. 
Ading AjuUl PaymoiUtf U. & Sttamer A f t witfc s ffi a, 



Received, March 11, from W. Thompson, a prisoner of war, thirteen dollazs 
and seventy-five cents in silver. 

JOHN FUREY, 
Acting AsdiL Paymoiter^ U. & SUamer Man ticd h. 



Received, March 11, 1864, from Joseph Ebhitt, a prisoner of war, <»ie knife, 
one watch, one dollar in sQver, and one chain. 

JOHN FUREY, 
Aciimg AiiUL Paymoiier, U. 8. Steamer Momiicdt^ 



Lard Lyotu to Mr. BewarJL 

WASHiif OTON, AprU 30, 18Si. 
Sir: With reference to my nnmerons notes respectmg the British snb}ects 
taken on board nentral vessels, who are held as prisoners by the United States 
government, and in particular to the notes which I had the honor to address to 
you on this subject on the 18th instant and yesterday, I have the honor to sub- 
mit to you an affidavit, showing that Percival A. Bedwdl, Samuel Bostock, 
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Frederick Tigar, Jobn Temple, and Alonzo D. Claggettt wbo were taken on 
"board the Britisli steamer Don, and wbo bave been confined in tbe connty jail 
at New Tork since tbe twentj-sixtb of last montb, are British subjects. It 
appears that proof of this fact lias already been submitted to tbe federal authori- 
ties, but that these five men are nevertheless still deUined in tbe jaiL The 
two other men wbo are mentioned as belonging to the Don, in tbe list which 
accompanied my note of the ISth instant, would seem to have been released* 

I must b^ 70U to state to me, for the information of her Majesty's govern- 
ment, tbe grounds on which the protracted detention of the men, stul in jail, is 
held by the government d the United States to be justifiable. 

I shall be obliged by your being so good as to send the affidavit back to me. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmUe servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sewaid, ^e^ ^c^ ^ 



United States op. America, 

StaU of New York «t.* 
By this public instrument be it known to all to whom the same doth or may 
concern, that I, Charles Edwards, a public notary in and for tbe State of New 
York, by letters patent under the great seal of tbe said State, duly commissioned 
and sworn, and m and by die said letters patent invested ** with full power and 
authority to attest deeds, wills, codicils, agreements, and other instruments in 
writing, and to administer any oath or oaths to any person or persons,*' do hereby 
certify that on the day of the date hereof, before me personally came and ap- 
peared Perdval A. Bedwell, late second officer of the prize steamer Don, Samuel 
Bostock, late third engineer of said vessel, Frederick Tigar, late third officer of 
said vessel, John Temple, late second engineer of said vessel, and Alonzo D. 
Claggett, late passenger on said vessel, and thus being by me first duly sworn, 
do, and each for himself doth denose and say, that they have been confined in 
the New York county jail. New York, ever since the twenty-sixth d^ of March 
last, and are still there, but for no crime ; and they say they are all British sub- 
jects by birth, and have never thrown off their allegiance to the Queen of Great 
Britain. 

And the said Percival A. Bedwell for himself saith, be was bom of British 
parents, neither of whom ever were citizens of the United States, or of any of 
Its States, (confederate or otherwise,) nor were they ever within the United States 
of America; and this deponent belongs to London, England. 

And the said Samuel Bostock for himself saith, he was bom of British parents, 
neither of whom were ever citizens of the Unit^ States of America or any of 
its States, (confederate or otherwise,) nor were they ever within tbe United States 
of America; and this deponent belongs to Bolton, Lancashire, England. 

And the said Frederick Tigar for himself saidi, be was born of British parents, 

neither of whom were ever citizens of the United States of America, or any of 

its States, (confederate or otherwise,) nor were they ever within the United 

States of Ainerica, and this deponent belongs to Beverley, Yorkshire, England. 

And the said John Temple for himself saith, he was bom of British parents, 

i' neither of whom were ever citizens of the United States of America, or any of 

[ . its States, (confederate or otherwise,) n<Mr were they ever within the United 

\ States of America; and this deponent belongs to ot John, New Brunswick, 

I British possessioni. 

r And the said Alonzo D. Claggett for himself saith, he was bom of British 

parents* neither of whom were ever citbsens of the United States of America, or 
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of an J of Ht SUtet, (confedarmte or otherwUe.) nor were thej eror witliim tikm 
United Sutes of AnericA; and tbU deponent belongs to Montreal, CaiMMi a 

WHiercof an attciUtion being required, I hare granted tbii ander vty nocarial 
firm and aeaL 

Done at the dtj of New Tork, in the aaid State of New Tork. tlie twenty- 
eighth daj of April, in the year of oor Lord one thomand eight hnodred and 
Bixty-foor. 

In prcmiMonnn fidem. 

CHABLES EDWARDS. - 

30 Pine Sirttt, Kew York. 
PERCIVAL ARCHIBALD BEDW£IaL. 
SAMUEL BOSTOOK. 
FREDERICK TIGAR. 
JOHN TEMPLE- 
ALEX. CLA6GETT. 



Mr. Stwurd to Lord Lyom9. 

Dbfartmbnt op Statb, 

WatkingUm, May 2, 1864. 
My Lord : Recurringtoyour note of the 18th nltimo, rektive to persons, twen- 
ty-eight in number, captured on British vessels Tiolatine the blockade, I h«ve 
the honor to enclo.<e, in reply, a copy of a letter of the 23d ultimo, from the Sec- 
retary of the Nary. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ipc^ dfc^ dfc 



Mr. WtUe9 U Mr. SnsanL 

Navy DBPARTHBirr, 

WaskingUm, AprU 23, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2l8^ 
instant, enclosing a copy of a note of the 18th uistant from Lord Lyons, accom* 
panied by a communication from the British consul at New Tork« and a list o^ 
the twenty-eight prisoners (blockade runners) who claim to be British sabjeeta* 

An examination of the prisoners in the county jail at New York was made by 
Marshal Murray, and the result communicated to the department. Of the fonr- 
teen persons captured in the Scotia and Don, named in the list above refemd to* 
only two, William H. Hall and Bernard Harding, were, in the opinion of themar^ 
shu, bona Jide British subjects. Those two have doubtless ere this been die* 
charged under the instructions of the denartment, given on the 14th instant. Mr. 
Murray stated that he was convinced the others were not foreigners, their een- 
eral appearance and dialect, coupled with certain informadon that had readied 
him concerning them, tending to show them to be citizens of the United States. 
The department therefore instructed him not to discharge them until they shoold 
satisfactorily establish their alienage. These same instmcrions apply to the ease 
of William ratterson, captured in the Gophir. 

Adolphus Russell, captured in the Racer, was sent north by Acting Rear-Ad- 
miral Bailey, with the remark that he was a citizen of Key West, who was first 
captured in the schooner Anna, took the oath of allegiance, and was again ei^ 
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tored in the Sacer, violatiog tbe blockade. Of the seven prisoners of tbe Dee» 
and one of tbe Nntficld, confined in Carroll prisont Wasbin^on, tbe department 
has no report concerning tbem. I bare to^Uiy requested tbe Secretary of War 
to giye directions for tbeir discharge, on tbeir making oatb tbat tbey bave never 
be^ in tbe military ot naval service of tbe insurgents, and bave never in any 
manner exercised tbe privileges of a citizen of tbe United States. 

On tbe X9tb ultimo I bad the honor to inform yon of the grounds for detain* 
ing J. D. Coleman and W. H. Thompson, captured in the Rositer, and John 
Ring, captured in tbe PauL The explanation reauested of Acting Rear- Admiral 
Bailey with regard to tbe last-mentioned person nas not yet been received. 

The department on tbe 5th instant sent instructions to tbe commandant at 
Philadelphia for tbe rdease of Isaac Fisher (colored) and some other British 
subjects who were prisoners on board the receiving ship Princeton. 
Very respeofiilly, Ac, 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of tke Navy. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^ ^^ tfc. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyont. 

Department of State* 

Washingtomt May 4, 1864. 
My Lord : Referring to your communication of the 21st ultimo respecting an 
alleged violation of Bridsb maritime jurisdiction by a steamer of war supposed 
to Im tbe United States steamer Vanderbilt, I have the honor to inform vou that 
a letter has been received from tbe Secretary of the Navy upon tbe subject, in 
which it is stated tbat acopy of the complaint preferred has been transmitted to 
Commander C* H. Baldwin, who at the time of the alleged aggression was in com* 
mand of the Vanderbilt, and he has been called on for an explanation. 

I bave the honor to be, with high consideration, your lordship's obedient servant, 

WILLLA.M H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ^., ^ ^ 



Mr. SeuHurd to Lord Lycm». 

Department op State, 

Waskingtoi^ May 5, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge with much satisfaction the re- 
ceipt of your communicaUon of the 22d ultimo, rdative to the case of the schooner 
J. L. Gr^ty, <Mr Eureka. 

Thanking your lordship for the informadon it contuns, I have the honor to be, 
with high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLLiM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon.* Lord Lyonr, ^ ^ 4i«;. 



Jfr. Seward to Lord Lyone. 

Department of State, 

WaikingtoM, May 5, 1864. 

Uy Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
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t7tb vhimis addag idbrMtlM mMmOT of Imlf^^ 
to the port of BfowmriDe, Im Texas, being ia p oea etno n of 
and in reply to Ubrm jeor lordahip that I baTo applied to Am 
Waribrradi ^ 




I have the hoQor to bew with high GonaideratioB, my lord, jov oi 

WUXIAM. H. SKir AJLDl 
Bight Hob. Lokb Ltvum^ ^e^^e^^c 



Imi Lymu la Jfr. Sewtari. 

WASHfNOTOlC, USqr 7» 1 



Sit: With reference to the note whieh 70a did BMthehoMr to 
me on the 22d March reapeeting the abdnetion of Ira Lee and Ovm%u Cooper 
from United States territorr bj a Canadian constable, and to nj ti^VT of mo 
23d of the same month, I baTe now the honor to endoee eofj ef a deojwfrt 

which I have receired from the |OTemor general of Canada, expreodag F 

cel]encj*s regret at the irrq^nlantr of the proceeding, and stating his res 
to order the two men aboTS mentioned to be discharged from eiutodr, ft^ 01 
fuH examination of the ease, jo« wish snch a conrse to bepmrsned. I havo o 
the honor to enclose a eonr of the judge's notes of the OTidenee lakesi om Am 
trial, which I beg yon will be ao good as to return to me. 

Yon win perceire that the goremor general states that he is infensedAat aim 
int^g^olar practice has grown np on both sides of the frontier with r^ard to tho 
arrest and ddirerj of prisoners. His excellency adds that he haa, en Us ] 
given stringent directiona for prohibiting the practice, and he snggeato that 1 
iUr instructions should be given on the paitof the United Statea. 

I have the honor to be, with tfie highest consideration, sir, your i 
humble servant, 

£3rON& 

Hon. William H. Sbwabo, ^ fpe. 4(«. 



GOVBENMBIIT HoOSt, 



My Lord: Referring to your lordship's despatch of March 23, and ito endo- 
Bures, respecting the ease ef two American citizens, Ira Lee and QeorgeCo^yer, 
alleged to have been illegally carried off fix>m the territory of the Ui&dStotaa 
by a Canadian eonsuble, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the jndge'a notes 
of the evidence taken at the trial of these men at the late quartsr aeamona of. 
the countv of Branl. 

From tills evidence yon will perodve that these men were undoohtodly eai^ 
ried away from the territorr of the Unitdi States by a Canadian eenmble; 
not, however, in defiance of the local authorities of the United Statos^ bal wi& 
the assistanoe and approbation of tiiose ofiSeera. 

This proceeding was clearly without any legal warrant 

These men were tried and convicted of larceny, and senteneed — Ira Lee to 
confinement for three years and three months, and George Cooper to eonfine* 
ment for three Tears, in the provincial penitentiaiy* 

I shall feel obliged if your lordship will convey to Mr. Seward my fe^nca 
of regret that the irregufaritr has taken place, and to express to him my ream- 
ness to order the discharge mm custody of these men,if, on Aill infermiation aa 
to the £icts of the case, he wishes that course to be pursued. 



f 
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X bboold alflo fed obliged if jour lordship would mendon to Mr. Seward that 

X can informed a pracUce has grown up on the part of maeistrates and peace 

officers on both sides of the boundaxy line between Canada and the United States, 

oF affording each other reciprocal aid in the arrest of fugitive criminals, without 

obtaining the proper lend authority for such proceedings. 

I will give stringent directions that these irregular practices shall be prohibited 

amongst Canadian officers, and I mention the subject in order that jour lordship 

may suggest to Mr. Seward the propriety of having similar directions given 

mritn respect to the actions of the subordinate officers of justice of the United 

States along the line of frontier, if on inquixy it shall be found tiiat the practice to 

which I have alluded has prevailed. 

Ihave» &€., 

MONCE. 
Lomo Lyons, ^^ ^e^ ^c 



Mr, Sewmrd U Ltd Lffom$. 

Dbpartmrnt op State, 

Washingtoth May 9, 1864. 

My Lobd : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
7th instant, on the subject of the abduction of Ira Lee and Gkorge Cooper from 
United States territory by a Canadian constable. The expression of regret for 
the occurrence on the part of the governor general of Canada is accepted as 
sufficient, and as the proof shows that the prisoners were in all probability 
guilty of a felony, this government has no desire that they should be returned within 
United States jurisdiction. I concur, however, with Lord Monck in his opinion 
of the mischievous tendency of such irregular proceedings, and will do anything 
which I can towards thwarting and preventing them from this side of the firoutier, 
as he has done in respect to that of Canada. 

The notes on the tnal of the prisoners are herewith returned, pursuant to your 
reouest 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
Tant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ige^ ige^ igc. 



Lord Lymu to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, May 9, 1864. 

My Dbar Sir : On the 30th of April I sent ^ou an affidavit, which seemed to 
show quite clearly that the five men lately belonging to the British vessel Don, who 
were still detained at the countv jail, in Ludlow, street. New York, were British 
Bulnecta. They were, nevertheless, still in prison on the day before yesterday, 
and are, I suppose, in prison stiU. 

I understand that the charge made for board in this jail is exorbitant, and 
that there are other minor grievances which might be noted. I cannot, indeed, 
conceive that it is proper to send neutrals, taken on board a neutral vessel, seized 
for Imach of blodiade, to a common jail at alL It is undoubtedly unjustifiable 
to detain tiiem anjrwhere simply as a punbhment As to anv statements which 
may have bees made throwing doubt on the nationality of the five men still in 
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eonfinement* I need hardlj rrmind jim of the fiiUe ttatements wbidi were made 
to the Kavj Departnent retpectiiic Mr. Steele, the master of the Banshee* ani 
which had the effect of prolonrox hia inpriaooinent for about a fortni^it. 

If there be any reaaona for ooobtanf tnat the &Tt men of the Don now in 
Ludlow Btrcet jiiiU are British aol^ieeta* I beg that tbej may be eonunnnicated 
to me. If there be no snch reaaona* I do hope that ordors wm be sent thia Tefj 
day to release them. 

The evils which resnlt from the order of the United States government to 
dcUin British t abjecta captured on board neutral vessels as prisoners beoome every 
dajr more painf oUy apparent* and cause me ao much anxiety that I cannot hdp 
being importunate on ttie subject. 

Believe me to be* my dear sir* your vary faithftd* humble servant* 

LTON& 

Hon. WiixiAM H. Sbwauo* ^e.* ^c* ^ 



Lard Ljfmu t0 Mr. SewmrJL 

WA8BINOTO?!* Jfay 10* 1864. 

SiB : I have the honor to ask von to take into consideration the enclosed 
copy of a letter which has been addressed to me by a Mr. Lewis Packham* who 
states that certain British subjects at Cincinnati, m Ohio* are compelled dther 
to find substitutes or to serve in the corps formed nnderthe recent oill for ** 100- 
day men," in consequence of having enroUed their names in militia corpe for the 
protection of their homes* at a time two years ago* when the city was threatened.- 

I shall be much obligal if you will ramish me with such information on thm 
matter as mav enable me to give proner advice to those of my countiymen aft 
Cincinnati who are thus circumstanceo. If* as would *PPC»r at first si^t. they 
have not, in fact, done anything to forfeit thdr daim as British subjects to ex- 
emption from military service* I trust that orders will be sent without delay to 
the authorities at Cincinnati to admit and respect their daim. 

I have the honor to be* with the highest consideration* sir* your most obedient* 
humble servant* 

LYONS- 

Hon. W1LI4IAM H. Sbwaed* ^e^ ^ ^ 



Mr. P4uJAmm U L^rd LfMM 

CiNXiNXATf, May 4* 1864. 

Mv LoBD: I wish* for the benefit of my fellow-countrymen in this d^* to 
ask a few questions in reeard to the Maiu9 we occupy under the call of die 
governors fbr one-hundred-days men. 

During the Kirby Smith raid, so-called* two years ago this July* a great 
many of our countrymen put their names down in militia organisations as mem- 
bers for the protection of their homes, and for duty on the fortifications ; that 
was under the old miUtia law. When the elections of officers for the militia took 
place last year, the minority of the officers dected were democrats* and die 
eovemor ignored the dections* and did not give or issue commissions. But the 
legislature amended the law and formed the national guard* who are now called 
into service for the one hundred days. Now ibe officers of the national guards 
claim all those men who put their names down in the first oiganization, and had 
compelled them either to serve or find a substitute. Can they avoid doing sot 
In several cases the persons have refused* when the national guard was fonned* 
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to meet witb them or to pay fines tliat were Imposed upon tLero for non-attend- 
ance, and also refused to accept clothing whicn» when the guard was formed* 
iv^aB given to them — in fact, have ignored the organization altogether, and have 
never been molested ; but now the officers have compelled them to do duty or 
find a substitute. Does the signing d their names to defend the city deprive 
tbem of the protection of the home government* or compel tbcm to serve in the 
g^oard on duty away finom the dty t 

An early answer is respectfuUy asked. 
I am» &e^ 

LEWIS PAOKHAIL 

LoftB Lyons, ^^ ^ 4«. 

Please address me» care of Uinde & Porter, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



Lord LjfOMs to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, May 11, 1864. 

Sia: Her Majesty's consul at Galveston has reported that be has received 
information from a source which he deems very trustworthy, that on or about 
the 20th of July last the United States forces, under the command of Colonel 
FuUerton or Major Montgomery, entered the town of Brookhaven, in Mississippi, 
and having seized upon Uie mail, opened and destroyed all the letters and aoc* 
nments contained therein, and among them a packet containing despatches ad- 
dressed by the consul to me, to the care of her Majesty's consul at Bichmond. 
The consul adds, that it is stated that not only were the seals of this packet 
broken, but that the seals also of the despatches it contained were broken, and 
the despatches themselves torn and thrown into the streets. 

I shall be much obliged if you will cause inquiry to be made respecting this 
matter, and communicate the result to me for the information of her Majetsy's 
government. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most humble, 
obedient servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4t^t ^. ige. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyoiu. 



Department of Statb, 

WoMkingtim, May 11, 1864. 
My Lord : Recurring to your communication of the 21st ultimo, in relation to 
the protest of the master, mate, and one of the seamen of the British wrecking 
schooner Dart, against the proceedings of the United States steamer Vanderbilt, 
I have the honor to enclose, m reply, a copy of a communication of the 5th instant 
from the Navy Department, finom which it anpcars that no violation of her 
Majesty's territorial rights has occurred, and that no injury has Ixkui inflicted 
upon her Maiesty's subjects within her M^esty's territory by the cruiser re- 
ferred to or elsewhere. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
serrantp 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, Igcnl^ifo. 
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Mr. WdU$umr. 

Katt Dbpaitmbkt, 

W€ukingtom, May 6| 1864. 

Bit : I liaye tli« bonor to tnuitmH berewHli a copj of a oommonicatioa from 
Commander C. 11. Baldwin, of the naTy* in nrply to tbo protest of tbe master 
and mate of the Brtti«h wrecking schooner Dart, which was referred to die d»> 
partment with jonr letter of the 26th nltino. 

I am, respectfully, joor obedient terraBt, 

* GIDEON WELLES, 

Seeretmry ^tke Itkvf. 
Hon* WiLUAM H. 8bwab», 



C^wnkmuitr BmUwin U Mr* WaSmm 

Unitbd States Stbambb YAifDBaMLT, 

New Ymrk, May 2, 1864. 

Sir : I htve the honor to acknowledge receipt of yonr commoaieation nnder 
date April 29, enclosing copy of a deposition made by the master and othen of a 
Bahama wrecking vessel in reference to my acts when in command of this sh^ 
on the 6th of January last, in the neighborhood of Nassau, New Proridenee. 

In explanation I have to state, that on the day ittenti<med I gare diase to a 
steamer, cotton-loaded, undoubtedly a blockade runner, she being at the time 
about eighteen miles northeast of £lenthera; as I gained on her and eominenoed 
firing, the chase threw overboard her deck load as auickly as they could. I 
continued the chase, firing some thirteen shots, until tne steamer was In neutral 
waters, when I went round and commenced picking up what cotton I could. 

The reports of my guns brought several wrecking vessels out from the variouB 
keys, and this one may have been one of them, who got all the cotton ther 
could. I did not consider I had any right to prevent them, and did not ; though 
had I succeeded in capturing the steamer, I should not have permitted them to 
have token a bale. 

In regard to the stotement made, that ''an officer from the deck of the war 
vessel pointed a pistol at them," &Cm &c.f I beg leave to state that I was tbe 
officer, and certainly had no pistol in my hands that day; that on their coming 
close alongside to take a bale which we were getting hold of with a erapndTl 
shook my hand at them and said I would take it away from them if diey at- 
tempted to touch it. 

In regard to the threat to run down, &c I explain that the schooner at- 
tempted to run square across my bows. I hailed that I would not give way ; 
that if he did not haul his wind I should run into him. 

All these occurrences took place nearer four miles than three from the shore. 

I presume the chase threw overboard fully 150 bales of cotton, of which we 
got, m all, just fifty bales, and the wrecking schooners the balance, although 
we. had six boato out; and half of these fifty bales were got late in the after- 
noon, some fifteen miles oC when there were no wrecking schooners in sight; this 
part speaks for itseE 

In conclusion, permit me to state that I believe I acted with great forbear- 
ance towards these impertinent and unthankful fellows. Had they behaved to a 
vessel-of-war of their own flag as thcv did on diis occasion to me, I believe tlierr 
would have been severely punished for it at Nassau, 
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Trusting tbat the above statement of facts will prore satisfactoiy, I bave tbe 
honor to subscribe myself^ sir, your obedient serrant* 

C. H. BALDWIN. 
Commander United States Navy* 
Hon. GiDRON Wbllbs, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washimgtamf D. C 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmbnt of State, 

Washington, May 14, 1864. 
My Lobd : Recurring to your note of tbe 27tb ultimo, requesting, ou bebalf of 
ber Majes^'s fovemment, official information of tbe fact of tbe port of Browns- 
TiUe being in the possession of United States troops, I have tbe honor to infonn 
your lordship, in reply, that that port was reoccupied by United States troops 
on the 6th of Norember last, and is still occupied by Uiem, according to tne 
latest adTieei.. 

I have the honor to be, with lugh consideration, my lord, your obedient 
, servant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWAJID. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ige^ Sfc, ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

DbFARTMBNT of STATBt 

Washington, May 14, 1864. 
My Lord : Becurring to your note of the 30th ultimo, respecting the detention 
of Perdval A. Bedwell and four others, taken on the steamer Don, and to your 
note of the 29th ultimo, relative to persons similarly situated at Fortress Monroe, 
I have the honor to enclose, for your lordship's information, a copv of a letter 
of the 7th instant on tbe subject from tbe Navy Department, and to be, with 
high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLLAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons. 



i£r. WeOm to Mr. Smord. 

Navy Dbpartmbnt, May 7, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th 
mstant, enclosing a copy of a note addressed to you on the 30th ultimo (accom- 
panied by an affidavit by Lord Lvons, relative to tbe cases of Bedwell and 
lour others, who were captured on the blockade runner Don. 

The department has airected further investigation into the cases of the pris- 
oners referred to, as well as ot others in the custody of the marshal at New 
Yoric, who daim to be British subjects. 

An examination is going on, under Mijor General Butler, of the blockade 
runners who were landed at Fort Monroe, and to whom Lord Lyons refers 
in his note of the 29th ultimo, communicated to me with your note of the 4th 
instant 

Very respectftillyy ScCt 



n n. William H. Sbward, ^ 4e^ 4«. 



GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
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Mr. Semmrd It Lord LjfmM. 

DBPABTMVIfT OF StATI, 

WaAingtom. May 16, 18G4. 

Mt Lord : Referring to yoor note of die SOtli nhimo, to tov fadbroMl co»- 
manieatioDi of the 9t]i and 16t]i instant* and to mj note of the 14th inatant, re* 
rpecting the detention at New York of PerciTal A. Bedwell and four other 
pcreoni, cliiiming Britiah protection* and who were taken on the steamer Doa* 
captured for vtoUtion of hlockade* I hare the honor to enclose* in replj to yovr 
lordship's notes* a copj of a letter of the 13th instant from the Secretary <» tbo 
XaTT. 

I hare the honor to be* with high consideration* mj krd* jonr obedient 
fenrant» 

WJUJJAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Loan Lvona* 4^ 4^ fc 



Mr, WiOm U Mr. 

Navt I>bpartmbnt* May 13* 1864. 

SiK:- 1 have the honor to acknowledfi;e the receipt of jonr letter of the lltk 
insUnt* encloeiDg a copy of an informal note addressed to jon bj Lord Ljona* 
relative to the detention in the county jaO at New York of five persons who 
were captared in the steamer Don* and to whose cases attention was previonsly 
called in a note addressed to jon by Lord Lyons on the 30th ultimo* and com* 
municated to me on the 5th instant. 

On the 7th instant a copy of this last-mentioned note of Lord Lyons* and 
accompanving affidavits* was transmitted to the United States marshal at New 
York* with instructions to re-examine into the cases of the persons detained at 
the Jul who claimed to be British subjects. The five individuals referred to 
are of the number whom Marshal Murray felt convinced are American citizens. 
In their affidavits they founded their claims of alienage on the grounds that 
they were bom of British parents* and that they themselves belonged to certain 
English ports. There were no sworn statements that thev had never voted, or 
in any other way exercised the privileges of citizenship in ue United States* and 
had never been in the pay or employment of the insurgent authorities. It was 
therefore deemed best to apply this test oath to them ; and the marshal was 
directed to release them on their taking it* provided nothing was elicited on 
examination to fhow that they had sworn £ilsely. No report having yet been 
received from Mr. Murray, I have written to him to^ay on the subject. 

Banajide British subjects found on board neutral vessels seised for violating 
the blockade are not detained as a punishment. The instructions of the de- 
partment are to release all such* when dispensed with as witnesses* and not 
charged with belligerent acts. But doubtful cases frequently arise* and fbrther 
examination or the production of additional evidence seems warranted and ne* 
cessary. The department must rely* to a great extent* on the integrity and 
judgment of the officers to m'hom the examination of blockade violators is in* 
trusted* and must be guided* in a great measure* by their reports. In the 
narticnlar cases in question* the Unit^ States marshal reported tnat* from their 
dialect* general appearance, and information received by nim» he was convinced 
thev were American citizens. 

ft is not unreasonable to expect that persons seised hi ressela violating tlie 
blockade will be necessarily subjected to detentions and annoyances. The 
39 c • 
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cause in which thej are engaged is certainly not one which commends them to 
special faror or hasty action. • 

Very respectmllj, &c^ 



GIDEON WELLES, 

Swretarjf oftHe Navy. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

SeereUuy ^ State. 



Lord Lyon$ to Mr. SewarJL 

Washington, May 16, 1864. 

My Dear Sir : Another week has passed, and the British subjects taken on 
iKMurd British vessels seized for breach of blockade are still in prison. I must 
beg yon to look back to my letter of the 9th, and I must expres? a hope that 
jon will at least enable me to inform her Majesty's government, by the mail 
of to-morrow, that the five men lately belongine to the Don, who have been so 
long confined in the Ludlow street jau, have at Ust been set free. 

Believe me to be, my dear sir, your very faithfnl, humble servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, ^^ ^^ ffc 



Lord Lyon$ to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, May 16, 1864. 

Sir : In the letter firom the Secretary of the Navy to yon, dated the 23d 
ultimo, a copy of which was enclosed in Uie note which yon did me the honor to 
address to me on the 2d instant, it is stated, with regard to certain men taken 
on board British vessels seized for breach of blockade^ wlio are detained as 
prisoners in the Ludlow street jail at New York, that Marshal Murray has 
reported that he is convinced that they are not foreigners, their general ap- 
pearance and dialect, coupled with certain information which had reached him 
concerning them, tendine to show them to be citizens of the United States. 

The affidavit which 1 had the honor to transmit to yon on the 30th ultimo, 
and to which I have since more than once called your attention, appears to be 
sufficient to show that the five men among the prisoners in question who were 
taken on board the Don are British subjects. They have now been seven 
weeks in the Ludlow street jafl. 

With regard to the seven men taken on board the Scotia I shall probably be 
soon able to submit to you further evidence. In the mean time I must observe 
that, before I brought the cases to your notice, the men had been examined by 
a derk sent for the nurpose by her Majesty's consul at New York, on whose 
rep<nrt the consul felt nimself to be warranted to declare the belief that the men 
were all British subjects and entitled to Briti«Ai protection in this country^. I 
conceive, therefore, that it wotdd be desirable that die information which has 
reached Marshal Murray, and which he regards as tending to show these men 
to he United States citizens, should be communicated to me, in order that I 
may be able to jndge whether it is sufficient to rebnt the presumption that they 
are, as they declare themselves to be, Britidi subjects. 

I have tne honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant. LYONS. 

UoA. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 4[t., 4^., fc 
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Ltrd Lfm0 §9 Mr. < 



Washikqtoh» Jf«y 1% 1864. 

Sir : Her ^hiet tj't goromaeiit Imts etNuidered die note wbidi 700 did wm 
die boQor lo address to me oa die 12tk Febnurf last* rd^tre to die case e( 
die DoD Jos^ Thej ere vnwilBiig to suppose tiaX that note was inteaded hj 
die United States goYeramcDt as a final replr to tlieir leDresentodoiia respect- 
ing die case, but tbey are nerertlidess vnaUe to lefiraia mm saTing ihai it it. 
far from being sadsfactoty to them. 

Her Hajestr's foremment consider that lliere eaa be, and is, no dispute as to 
die flagrant illegali^ of the eaptnre of the Don Joe^ The United States law 
officer could 6m no ground wbaterer upon whidi the Tessel eould be libelled 
as prize in die priie eoort, and this Cut alone is, in die Oj^nkm of her Iktaiestys 
goTemment, suC^ient to found the claim for comjpensadon which it most be 
presumed that the court, had the case come before it, would, in the execution ef 
m dutjAhare awarded in the form of costs and danmcea. 

Her Hajcistj's goTemment cannot pass over the justification of the aeixure 
which seems to be attempted in the reports of Commander Clito and Acdng 
Master Stimpson, which accompanied your note. They obserre that these 
officers allege in effect that there was emence in the diip's papers oi an inten- 
tion to run the blockade. But if so, whj was not the ship brou|^t to trialf 
Her M^csty's government concdre that it is imposdble f<Mr the goTemment of 
the United States, after releasing the ressd without trial, now to plead, as 
against the duty of making comp ens ation, thai there were good grounds of 
capture, and that the district attomej came to a wionff conclusion in the matter. 
Her Majesty's goremment hare therefore instructed me to renew and press 
their apnlication to the goTemment of the United States for proper compenssr 
tion in the case. What the jproper measure of compensaticm maybe is a matter 
which may require inrestigatioB. 

I have the honor to be, widi the highest eonsideradon, nr,your most obedient, 
humble serranL 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, Se^ ^e^ ^ 



Lord LyonM to Mr. Sne^ri. 



Washington, May 18, 1864. 

Sir : It has been represented to me by British subjects at Memphis, in Ten- 
nessee, that the military authorities of the United States at that plaoe direaten 
to expel all foreigners who have not enrolled themselTes in the militia, and that 
in the mean time permits to bring goods to the place are refused to British sob- 
jects, for no other reason dian b^use, being neutrals, they have declined to join 
the militia. 

As it is entirely contrary to the intentions of die United States government 
that foreigners should be so treated, I do not doubt thai proper instructions oa 
the subject will be sent to the United States officers at Memphis without delay. 

I have die honor to be» widi the highest consideration, sur, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LTONa 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 4t^, fe^ fe. 
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Mr. Seward to Lard Lyom$ 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

WaMhingUm, May 19» 1864. 

'XLy Lord : I Lave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yes* 
terdaj in reeard to the course of the military authorities at Memphis towards 
foreigners. In reply I have the honor to state that a copy of your lordshin's 
lAOte wOl be communicated to the Secretary of War. I am* however, uuder uie 
impression that the rule concerning beleaguered places like Memphis is, that for^ 
eignera shall either take up arms for their defence or depart therefrom. How 
£mr it may be expedient to observe this rule may be inferred from the enclosed 
printed copy of General Orders, No. 3, of the 10th instant, issued by Major 
Goieral C. C. Washburn, commanding the military district in . which Memphis 
is situated, whidi also contain the regulations affecting trade, and the reasons 
for their adoption. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser* 
want* 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon* Loan Lyons, 4^ 4v.» 4^ 



Lard Lyam to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, May 21, 1864. 
Sir: Her Majesty's government have had under their consideration the note 
which I had the honor to address to you on the 5th March, respecting the case 
of the Sylvanus, and the answers which you were so good as to make to that 
note on the 8th and 19th of the same month. 

With regard to the destruction of the Sylvanus, I have to state to you that, 
although her Majesty's government have not as vet received from the govern- 
ment of the United States any explanation of the circumstances under which 
it took place, they cannot refrain from expressing at once the opinion that if the 
vessel was fired upon and sunk in the nrst instance without being properly 
summoned to lie to, and without any special and extraordinary necessity, the 
act was illegal and would warrant, per se, a very grave remonstrance. 

With respect to the treatment and imprisonment of the crew of the Sylvanus, 
it is mv duty to inform you that, although her Majesty's government have 
learned with satisfaction that thes^ men have been at length set at liberty, they 
nevertheless consider that if, as unfortunately appears clearly to have been the 
case, the crew were on several occasions put in irons, and were moreover ini> 
prisoned for a period of nearly three mouths mithout being examined, a grave 
ul^ality has been committed ; and with regard to this last wrongful act as de> 
taining as prisoners British subjects taken from neutral vessels, the recurring 
firequency of it has rendered it necessary for her Majesty's government to in* 
struct me to address in their name to the government of the United States a 
very strong remonstrance, and to express their hope that dbey mav not again 
have to complain of such violations of the plain rights of neutral subjects. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideratioo, sir, your most obedient, 
humUa ienraat» 

LTON& 
Hon. WiLUAM H. SswAROt ^^ic 
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Washington, M^y 1t2, 1864. 

Sit : With a note which 7011 did me the honor to write to me <mi the 16ih 
insUnt^ Toa commoiiicated to me a letter addreeaed to 70a on the 13tb instaat* 
b7 the Secretaf7 of the Nav7, BUting that he had written on the 7th instant to 
the United States marshal at Kew loik to direct him to appty m ce itain test 
oath to the ^rt pereons ktelr belonging to the Don, who are confioed in the 
coontT jail in Ladlow street. New Tork, and to release- them on their taking it, 
prorided nothing was elicited on examination to show that they' had aworm 
falsely. On the 17th hittant, ten da78 after the Secretar7 of the Navy aeot tUt 
order to the marshal, the men were still in the jaO, and no examination of them 
had taken place. I haye no reason to suppose that the7 have yet been released. 

The Secretar7 of the NaT7 sajs that it is not unreasonable to expect tbat 
persons seized in vessels Tiolatiog the blockade will be necc88aril7 sahiected to 
detentions and aniK>7ances, and adds that the cause in which they are engaged 
is ccrtainl7 not one which commends them to special favors or haaty actioii. 

Her Mnjei^ty's government do not ask that special favors shall be shown to 
British subjects seised on board vessds captured for breach of blockade. On the 
coDtrar7, tfie7 regret and disapprove the conduct of British subjects irho tio- 
late the blockade. But her Majest7's government do expect that, with regud 
to these, as well as to other British subjects, the rules of mtematioual law shall 
be observed ; and tbe7 cannot consent thai the government of the United States 
shall inflict upon an7 of her Majesty's subjects penalties not warranted hy that 
law, or that tlie United States authorities shaD, whether from n^ect or of set pur- 
pose, expose British subjects to unnecessax7 or unlawful detention and annoyanea 

I have the honor to submit to you copies of a despatch from her Majesty's 
consul at New York* and its enclosures, relative to the men formerly belon^in^to 
the Don, as well as to those formerly bdonCTig to the Scotia, and to the other 
prisoners captured on board British vesscSs who are confined in the Ludlow 
s'rcet jail; and I cannot but express an anxious hope that you will at once 
enable me to inform her Majesty's government that ul these British subjects 
have at length been released. 

I hive the honor to be, with the highest considera^on, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LTONa 

Hon. William H. Sbward, £e^ ^e^ ^e. 



Mr. ArtkSbMU LordL^tm. 

British Consulate, New York, May 19, 1864. 

Mv Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship*s 
despatch of the 16th instant in reference to the continued imprisonment in tne 
county jail of New York of the seamen of the Don and Scotia. 

In compluince with your*lordship*s instructions, Hr. Vice-Consul Edwards 
yesterday visited and personally examined all the prisoners remaining in the iail 
and has taken from the men of the Scotia a short affidavit in support of thdr 
declarations that they are British subjects. Mr. Edwards, who examined them 
more particularly, states that he discovers in their general appearance and dia* 
loct nothing which should give rise to any doubt of the truth of their dedamtions. 
What the certain information may be to which Mr. Murray refers your lordship 
will by this time probably have been ascertained. 
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. Dlr. Yice-Consiil Edwards aUo ezambed, upon oath, Adolphns Russell, vlio 
B^vv^ears that he is a native of Green Turtle cay, and has never taken any oath 
oF allegiance to a foreign state. He further swears that he was at Kej West 
in the summer of 1861 for about two weeks, as a seaman belonging to the Ba- 
lisumian, and was again at Key West for three days when captured in the Racer. 

In regard to the seamen of the Don, two of them, namely, Samuel Bostock 
a.nd John Temple, stated to Mr. Edwards that they had been told by the officers 
of the United States ship Newhem, when prisoners on board that vessel, that 
tlie only way to obtain tneir release was to loin the United States navy. 

Just before the receipt of your lordship's despatch I received from Mr. Charles 
£dwards a further letter in reference to the continued imprisonment of the men 
of the Don, of which I enclose a copy for your lordship's information. 
I have, &c &c 

E. M. ARCHIBALD. 

Lord Lyons, Sfc^^c^ ^e. 



J£id*viu^ Ire* 

John Smith, Bobert Fernando, Richard Rislev, William L. Paine, John 
McKenley, and A. W. Stein, being sworn, depose that they are British subjects, 
and have not been naturalized in any foreign country, nor nave they taken any 
steps towards being so naturalized. 

John Smith for himself swears, that he is a native of Nassau, New Providence, 
and is twenty -seven (27) years of age. 

Bobert Fernando for himself swears, that he is a native of. Nassau, New 
Providence, and is twenty-eight (28) years of age. 

Richard Risley for himself swears, thai he was bom at sea of British parents, 
and is of the age of forty (40) years. 

Wm. L. Paine for himself swears, that he is a native of Nassau, N. P., and is 
tliirty three (33) years of aee. 

John McKenley for himsdf swears, that he is a native of Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
and is of the age of twenty-one (21) years. 

A. W. Stein for himself swears, that he was bom at Antwerp of British par- 
ents, and is of the age of twenty-six (26). 

JOHN SMITH. 
ROBT. FERNANDO. 
RICHARD RISLEY. 
W. L. PAINE. 
JOHN McKENLEY. 
A. W. STEIN. 

Sworn before me this 19th day of May, A. D. 1864. 

P. EDWARDS. 



CUrlu EiumrdM U Mr. AnhihaU. 

Nkw York, May 17, 1804. 
Si r : The five officers of the Don are still kept in prison. About a week ago 
I was told that Marshal Murray was eone to Washington expressly about these 
men. And after that I was informed an order had come on for their further 
examination. I now yery much doubt these statements. At any rate, no further 
examination has takci^ place, and none can be necessary in the face of their for- 
statcmeut and deposition (sent to you). On Saturday I was assured by 



- - - -- 
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the dqmtj mmrslud tliej skoald be rdeaaed on Mondaj. On tbat daV(xesler- 
da j) I teut ap mj joung partiier lo the iii«nh«l'e oflke for an order of ai«cfaaxige> 
wbcu he was tola that Marshal Murraj was eonung on with their di«cbnTge» 
mid w.>uld be in New Tork with it last eTening. I go agun to-daj^ auid tiieie 
is nridier Marshal Uorraj nor a discharge. 

Tlitf is more than trilling* and I hare to eontinne to paj $12 a wedc endi 
man for board in prison. 

Although I mnJtiplj mj letters, and maj seem to give tronble* I must do a 
datj hy keeping the situation of these men known. 
I am* &L &&• k/Cn 

CHABLES EDWARDS. 

3L M. Ajicuibald, Eaq. 



Lard Lyoms ta Mr. SewarJL 

Washinqto?!, Jtfajf 84, 1S64. 

Sir : Her Majesty's eoveroment haTe had nnder their eonsideradon the note 
w]iich you did roe the honor to address to me on the 16th March last, respect- 
ing the coals carried off from Angra Peqnena by the Dnited States ship Vjui- 
derbilt. 

Her ^Lijestv's govemment conceive that if those coals were, at the time they 
were taken, the property of the British mercantile firm of William Anderson, 
Saxon & Co^ that firm is entitled to compensation for them. In proof of their 
being tbc owners of the coals, Messrs. Anderson, Saxon & Co. have produced 
tlic original bill of lading, which I have the honor to transmit to yon herewith. 
They have, moreover, sent particulars of the claim to agents at New York* smd 
1 trust yon will authorize me to inform those agents that it may be sent in* snd 
that if the particulars be found to be correct, it will be nromptly satisfied. 

I beg you to be so good as to send the bill of lading back to me. 

I have the honor to be, vrith the highest consideration, sir, your most obedSent* 
hu'able servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, Ifc^ ifc^ 9fe. 

William Anderson, Saxon & Co., shipped in good order and condition, by, in, 
and upon the good ship called the £arl of Marr and Kellie, Captain J. Still* 
now riding at anchor in Table bay and bound for Angra Peqnena, two hundred 
and fiAy tons coal, (to be taken from alongside the ship within ten days, at 
the expense and risk of the consignee, the captain rendering all assistance in 
his power in landing the coals,) being nuurked and numbered as in the margin, 
and are to be delivered in the like good order and condition, at the aforesaid 
port of Angra Peouena, (the act of God, the Queen's enemies, fire, and all 
and every other dangers and accidents of the seas, rivers, and navigation of 
whatever nature and kind soever, excepted,) nnto order,- or to my assigns. 
Freight for the said goods being paid here, say 20 shillings per ton, without 
primage and average accustomed. In witness whereof, the master or nurser of 
the said ship hath affirmed to four bills of lading, all of this tenor and oate, one 
of which bills being accomplished, the ether three to stand void. 

JOHN STILL. 

Dated in Gape Town, September 3, 1863. 

Received a quantitj of coals, weight unknown. 

TH08.B0Y0B, 
Far Andenan^ Saxam If Co. 
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Mr. Seward io Lord Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt pF 8tatb« 

Washington, May 24, 1864. 
My Lobd ; I have the honor to enclose a copy of resolutions, the fourth and 
Cfth, of the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York, which were 
tinauimouslj adopted by a meeting held on the 5th instant, the former relating 
%o the proceedings of the judicial magistrate who had custody of the steamer 
Chesapeake at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in causing that vessel and her cargo to 
1>e restored to her rightful owners, and the latter to the courtesy of the Messrs. 
Cunard and Company in furnishing to the United States steamer Ella and Anna 
the coal necessary to enable her to pursue and recapture the Chesapeake. Con- 
curring in the spirit of these resolutions, I should be gratified if your lordship 
could find it convenient to communicate them respectively through the appro- 
priate channels to the narties referred to therein. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, ^^ fgc^ 9fc. 



4th. Resolved, That this chamber respectfully acknowledges the upright and 
lionorable proceedings of the judicial magistrate having custody of the steamer 
Chesapeake, at Halifax, Nova Scotia, in causing that vessel and her cargo to 
be restored to her rightfiil owners. 

5th. Besolvedf That this chamber desires to recognize the act of international 
courtesy on the part of Messrs. S. Cunard and Companv, in furnishing coal on 
a sudden emergency at Halifax, to enable the Ella and Anna to continue the 
pursuit of the Chesapeake, and finally to accomplish her recapture. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb. 

Washington, May 25, 1864. 
Mv Lobd: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of th^ 
18th instant, in regard to the case of the Don Jos<$, and in reply to inform your 
lordship that I shul give the matter an attentive consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with high regard, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, ^ ^c, ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, May 25, 1864. 
My Lobd; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your nclte of 
yesterday, with the accompanying bill of lading of certain coal shipped at Cape 
Town for Angra Pequena, and at the latter place taken for the use of the 
United States ship VanderbQt. In the opinion of this government, the bill of 
lading referred to does not sufficiently show that at the time the coal was taken 
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it was in point of &et the propeir^ of Willuun Andenon* Saxon & Co. Per* 
Imps, lioweTer» the farther particman which yon say they hare sent to agents 
in l^ew Yoik will make the case more dear. It is especially desiiable to know 
for what purpose and at whose instance the coals were shipped firom Gape Town 
to Angra Peqnena. If the papers in the hands of the agents of the claimanta 
in New York will explain these and other drcumstances they wonld be aoeqpt* 
able. 

I have the honor to be, my lord, yonr Teiy obedient serFsnt, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, ^^^e^ ^e. 



Lord Lyami to Mr. SewarJL 



Washington, Ifay 27, 1864. 

Sir: It is with veiy great remt that I have to call yonr attention to a firesk 
instance of the enforcement of Uie restrictions on the trade between New Toik 
and her Majesty's colonial possessions, against which it has been so often mj 
duty to protest, in the name of her Majesty's government. 

The enclosed copy of a letter addressed to her Majesty's consnl at New Yoik 
by Messieurs Henry de Cordova and Company, merdiants of that place, wHI 
show yon that they nave been called npon to give npon shipments to Jamaica 
bonds of a nature so stringent that they represent that, if such bonds are as a 
general rule to be exacted, the trade with that island must cease altogether. 

Waiving for the moment the discussion of the general question of the exac- 
tion of bonds on shipments to British colonies, I will recommend the case of 
Messieurs de Cordova and Company to special and immediate attention, and ex- 
j)rc88 my hope that they will be i^eved from the grievance of which they so 
jutitly complain. 

Her Majesty's consnl at New York assures me that Messieurs Cordova and 
Company are highly respectable merchants, well known in the community, and 
that reliance may safely be placed on their good faith in the shipment of goods 
for the legitimate trade of Jamaica. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe^ 
dient, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, ^^c^e. 



ir«tm. J7. it C^ri^vm tf Ce. f» Mr. ArMUld. 

61 BaoAD Strbbt, Nbw Yobk, May 26, I86i. 

Sir : On the 16th instant, through Messrs. Brett, Son ft Co., brokers, wa 
chartered the British bm Leonard Berry for a voyage hence to Kingston, Ja- 
maica, and back to New York, which we loaded with breadstuffii and provisioas 
and cleared at the custom-house, so far as we were concerned, on the 23d instant. 
The vessel cleared on the same day, but was, on the 24th instant, detained, tba 
captain being required to fomish bonds to the government that the caigo was 
not intended for the faisurrectionary States, etc, etc, etc 

This is the first instance that has come to our knowledge of vessels to Jamaica 
being required to furnish such bonds; and if it is to be the rule, the natureof tha 
bonds is of such a stringent character that the trade with the island must alto-* 
gcther < 
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As we do die bulk of tlie businesff, and Lave certtunly for some years past 
shipped fbllj one-half of the exports of breadstuffs and provisions to the island, 
which we do altogether on commission and on British account, it would be im- 
postdble on our part to comply with the treasuiy reouirements about these 
Donds, which necessitate the nnding of two sureties, each possessed of real es- 
tate to double the amount of the shipment. This shipment per Leonard Beny 
amounts to over S25,000, so that we need $100,000 of security to release tlie 
cargo. We are loading and about to charter for the same port the British brig 
I>.1L Dewolfe and the Bremen brig Tabaco, and the value of these cargoes in 
addition will be fully $40,000, so that a further security to the extent of $160,000 
would be needed in case the custom-house requires them to be bonded, as would 
seem to be their purpose. 

While perfectlv ^nlling to comply with all reasonable demands of the United 
States, which, indeed, it is our duty as well as pleasure to do, it is manifestly out of 
our power to provide such securities ; and the cmiracter of our house (which we could 
eet indorsed oy numbers of respectable merchants) should be sufficient guarantee 
wax the trade we are and have been engaged in is a perfectly legitimate one, 
beneficial to diis country in every respect* while it b absolutely necessary to the 
island of Jamaica, whose population of 400,000 souls requires large supplies of 
American provisions for its support. Our firm is composed of H. J. Henry and 
Solomon de Cordova, British subjects, and Isaac Hendricks, a loyal American 
citizen. 

The property in question is all shipped on account of British subjects, who 
have paid for die same by credits on liondon. 

By representing this to her Britannic Majesty's minister we trust you ^vill be 
able to obtain that relaxation of the rule in our case which is necessary not only 
to the population of Jamaica, but to our own ability to provide our families 
with support 

We have, &c 

HENRY DE COEDOVA & CO. 

E. U. Abcuibald, Esq. 



Lord LyoM to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, May 28, 1864. 

Sir : Her Majesty's government have had under their consideration the note 
which you did me the honor to address to me on the 23d of February lost, as 
well as the previous correspondence on the subject of the restrictions placed by 
the United States government on the trade between New York and her ^Injcsty 's 
possessions. Her Migestv's government, on reviewing the whole subject, can- 
not but adhere to the opinion which they have already expressed with regard 
to it. They cannot but consider that this attempt to enforce bonds having for 
their object to govern and r^^late, not the immediate, but the possible future 
and contingent disposition of articles of lawful commerce, is a violation of the 
treaty obligations of the United States to Great Britain. 

Looked at from another point of view, the effect of these bonds appears to her 
Majesty's government to be not less objectionable. They inflict a great hard* 
ship on neutral commerce, and, in the opinion of her Majesty's government, they 
are, in fact and truth, an unjustifiable extension of the belligerent right of block- 
ade, which has been and stUl is strained to the utmost in the present war. 

Qer Majesty's government cannot consider that the effect of these restrictions 
is veiled by representing them as the operation of the right to suppress contra- 
band ** trade in our own ports with our own insureent ciUsens." On the con- 
trary, nothing which has been alleged has altered Uie strong conviction which 
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her MMJMf T*t coTernraent eDtertoin of Um inniiy which has been and still is 
being done bj Uiete TexatioaB restrietions ; and her Mi^esty'i gorenniient hmwe 
Initructed me to omit no endtATora to obtain from the government of the United 
Sutea redresa for the grievancea of which they are the canae. 

I hare the hooiur to be, with the higheai conttderation. air, yonr most obe* 
dient* homble aerran^ 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwasd, ^e^ ^e^ ^c 



\ 



Lord Lyaiui0 Mr, Seward* 

WA8HL\OTO!f , Maf 29. 1864. 



Sir: On the dar before jesterdaj I had the honor to caH jonr apecial i 
Uon to the execution of bonda on a cargo ithipped for Januuca, on board the 
BritiBh brig Leonard Beny, by Messra. H. de Cordora & Co^ of New T<»k. 
Yesterday I addressed a note to yon exnressing the strong conyiction which 
her Majesty's eovemment entertain of the injur which haa been and atiU is 
being done by the Texations restrictions imposed by the ITDited Statea govern- 
ment on the trade between New York ana her Majesty's possessions; and I 
informed yon thai I was instrocted by her Majesty's government to omit no en- 
deavor to obtain from the government of the United States redieaa f<Mr the griecF- 
anoea of which these restrictions are the canae. 

It appears that the system of exacting bonds on shipments to British colonies 
against which her Majesty's government have so often remonstrated is not only 
maintained, bnt ia constantly extended. The enclosed copy of a letter firom 
Messrs. A. H. Solomon to her Majesty's consul at New York will bring to your 
notice another instance in which bonds have been exacted on a carro shipped 
to Jamaica. It woold appear, indeed, that the collector of cnstoms at New i orik 
haa announced that he will not permit the brig PeriDa, respecting; which Mc 
Solomon writes, nor any other vessel bound fiur Jamaica, to proceed to sea nar 
less the master provides bonds for double the amount of the value of the cargo, 
signed by persons owning real property in the atj of New York. 

I may onserve that you did me the honor to state to me in a note whidk 

C addressed to me on the 17th March last, that in making the penalty of his 
ds double the amount of the shipment the collector waa beueved to haye 
exceeded the requirementa of the act of Congress, and that he had been so in^ 
formed. He appears, however, still to continue the nractice. The reqmrement* 
also, that the bonds shall be nven by persona holding real property in the 
city of New York seems to add to the difficulty of procuring them, and to be 
very vexatious. Indeed, her Majesty's consul informs me that the exaction of 
bonds such as those insisted upon by the collector will practically effeet a 
destruction of the regular and legitimate trade between New York and J a mai c a. 

The practice of enfordng bonds having for their object to govern and regn^ 
late, not the immediate, but the possible future and contingent disposition of 
articles of commerce, is, as you are aware, regarded by her Majcsty'a govem- 
ment as a violation of the treaty obligationa of the United Sutes to Great 
Britain; and they will learn with very great r^ret that it haa now been ex- 
tended to shipments to yet another British colony, and, moreover, enforced in a 
very stringent and vexatious manner. I trust that you will« at least, enable 
me to inform them that some measures have been at once taken to mitigate the 
evil in the special cases brought forward in the present note, and in that whidi 
I had the honor to address to you the day before yesterday. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr most obedient» 
humble senranty 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaro, ^e^^^e. 



ZXU^ 
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Mr. Sdmmm U Mr. ArtkiMd. 



Kbw Tobk, May 28, 1864. 

Sir: I ha^ve to inform you tliat the castom-bciase authorities of this citj have 
prevented the British brig PeriUa, Captain Grahamt from proceeding; to 8cm» 
after she had been duly cleared for King#ton» Jamaica, with a cargo of flour, fce. 

I am informed by the collector of the port that he will not permit this vessel, 
or any other vessel, to proceed to sea, dcistined for the above port, without the 
captain providing bonds for double the amount of the value of the cargo, and 
that sncn bonds will only be accepted from persons Owning real eatate in this 
city. Knowing that the shippers of the cargo of the British orig Leonard Berry 
liave communicated with you respecting the detention of that vessel on the same 
grounds as the one now referred to by me, I need not enter more fuUy into the 
particulars, but I will only ask for your interference in the matter. 
I remain* &c^ 

A. H. SOLOMON. 

E. U. Archibald, Esq. 



Lord Ly<m$ to Mr. Setoard. 

Washington, May 30, 1864. 
Sir : Her Majestv's government have had under their consideration the notes 
which you did me the honor to address to me on the 30th March and 6th April 
last, as well as our previous correspondence, respecting the detention by the 
United States government at Fort Warren of part of the crew of a British ves- 
sel the Don, which was captured on a charge of breach of blockade. 

The master, chief officer, and three seamen of this vessel, after having been 
discharged by the commissioner of prize, were detained and transferred as pris- 
oners to Fort Warren, in virtue of a general order froi# the United States gov- 
ernment not to liberate the crews of captured vessels on the conclusion of Uieir 
examination. These men were subsequently released, but her Majesty's gov- 
ernment nevertheless consider that their detention, and the order in consequence 
of which it took place, were unlawfbL 

Her Majesty's government have repeatedly stated to the government of the 
United States that it is not competent to the belligerent to treat the crews of 
neutral vessels captured for breach of blockade as prisoners of war. They 
cannot consent that British subjects, whose evidence has been taken or is not 
required, shall be detained even temporarily as prisoners, and they have instruct- 
ed me once more to press the United States government to revoke the general 
order which it has eiven for the imprisonment of British subjects captured on 
board neutral vessels. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideraUon, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant* 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, ^ ^ 4^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom$. 



Dbpartmrnt op Statb, 

WoikingUm^ May 30, 1864. 

My Lord : With reference to voor note of the 18th instant, regarding the 
course pursued by the military autnoriUes at Memphis towards foreigners resid- 
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ing there, I Imts Um honor to tUie, that the Secretety of War, im a letter of 
die 25th instant, informed this department that the matter had been referred to 
the general eommandinf at Memphis for repoft* which when recehred wiD be 
eommnnicated to jtm, 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, Toor lordship's obedient 
Tsnt, 

WILLIAM H. BEWASIk 

Bight Hon. LoBD Lvoxs, ^^ 4^ 4^ 



jifr. Sew€urd i0 L^rd Ljfms. 

Dbpartmbut op State, 

Waskingtom, May 31, 1864. 

My Loid : I have the honor to acknowkd^ the receipt of jonr lordship^ 
note of the 30th of Maj, in which, alter refemnf^ to the case of the British rab- 
jecu who were talcen on board the Don, in their attempt to mn the blodLade, 
and were detained in cnstod j until, npon adeqnato examination, the nentralitj 
of the vessel was ascertained, joor lordship renews a remonstrance against 
the detention and fanprisonment of her Majesty's snljects when eaptniid on 
board of nentral vessds. 

Her Majesty's government certunlj muonderstood the case if Aej* sup- 
posed that the United States government has adopted either a mle or a pme- 
tice which is opposed to the principle npon which her ^lajesty's government 
insists. Unhappily there are two classes of vessels engaeed in snpplving the 
insurgents by sea with supplies; vessels of each of these classes are liable to be 
captiued, and frequently are captured, by the United States naval forces. The 
first class consists of vessels owned by insurgent American citizens, and the seeond 
are neutral vessels, I rezret to say, chiefly owned by British subjects. Again; 
there are found on board the vessels of both persons of two descriptions, nam^ 
ly, the first, insurgent American citizens; the second, subjects of neutral powers, 
and, I regret to say, chiefly British subjects. 

Blockade runners, of either description and of dther class of vessels, gener> 
ally resort to every possible artifice and fraud which promises to conceal their 
true nationality, the unlawful character of their voyage, and the nationality of 
their vessels. They simulate flags, they erase names, they throw papers over- 
board or bum them, they state falsehoods, and they equivocate unto oath ; 
whether neutrals or insurgents, when captured, they lay claim to the character 
of innocent traders and of neutrals, and, I regret to say, they generally lay 
claim to the rights of British subjects. It was only the other day that tM 
editor of the Richmond Examiner invoked your lordship'sprotection by an 
open letter sent to your hands through this department. TVnenever a yessd 
which is captured is ascertained to belong to suojecto of a neutaral power, and 
the persons found on board of her are ascertiuned to belong to a neutral littioa, 
they are released, after their testimony is taken in prevaratoriot as sneedfly as 
possible. Whenever there is good reason to believe tnat the yessd belongs to 
insurgent citizens of the United States, the persons found on board of her are 
detained to answer before the proper tribunals. If occasionally British sub- 
jecta, engaging in this unlawful trade, which they divide with the insurgents* 
are detained for a more thorough investigaUon of the nationality of the vessel 
in which they are captured, Uieir misfortune resulto unavoidably from some 
fraudulent or suspicious conduct of their own, which is eqnallyin violation of 
the laws of their own government and the law of ni^ns. Their detentioiit 
however, is in such cases eontinued only so long as is required ^to make tho 
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necessary exAminatioD, indi the care and diligence which the ends of justice 
leqaire. 

I have the honor to be» with high consideration, my lord» your obedient 
servanty 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ 4£c^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward (o Lord Lyoni. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washington^ May 31, 1864. 

My Lobd : I have the honor to enclose a copy of a despatch of the 26th 
instant, from J. Q. Howard, esq., the consul of the United States at St. John 
New Brunswick, relative to the passage through that city of unusual numbers, 
of disloyal citizens of the United States, en route for Canada, among them the 
insurgent leader Frost 

Under these circumstances I would suggest that your lordship would do well 
to call the attention of the governor general to this movement, with a view to 
the adoption of such precautionary measures as wiil frustrate any hostile expe- 
dition against the Umted States from her Msyesty't provinces, should 'such be 
contemplated. 

I have the honor to be» with Ugh consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ige^igc^fs^ 



^ Mr. UowatiUMr. F. W. Seumri. 

United States Consulate, 
St. John, New Brunswick, May 26, 1864. 
Sir : I beg leave to inform the department that an nnusually large number 
of disloyal citizens of the United States have quite recently passed through this 
city en route for Canada, via Frederickton and Biver du Loup. The greater 
part of these insurgents have be^i living for some months in Halifax ; others 
have found their war north from Nassau and Bermuda. The rebel General 
Frost has also recenUy proceeded to Canada from St. John. 

In view of these facts it is possible that another raid from Canada upon our 
northern frt>ntier may he attempted. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

J. Q. HOWABD. 

Umted States Consul. 
F. W. Sbward, Esq., 

Assistant Secretary of Siaie. 



Mr. Seward (o Lord Lyons. 



Department op State, 

Washington, June 2, 1864/ 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
21st oltimot in regard to the case of the Sylvanos, touching first upon the dnk- 
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i 



Ing of tbe veM^I, aad next vpott die treatmeiit of the crew. I Imto to i 
roar lordship's iufonnatioB, thai I hare caHed opoQ the Secretanr of the Hwewj 
for afiiU inrestignHoa of the eaie» npoa the eoodotiott of whin I ahall mgum 
hare the honor of addressing roar lordship on the aobieek. 

I hare the honor to be» with high consideratioii, mj lord, jov ehedicwi mt- 

▼ant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Right Hon. LoBD LvoKS» 4^ 4^ ^e. 



Lord Lyotu U Mr. SnomrJL 

Washinoton, Jmm 2» 18S4. 

Sib : I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of thedaj he- 
fore y estc'rda J, enclosing a copy of a deispatch finom Mr. J. Q. Howard* ooiw«l of 
the United States at St John« New Bninswick, relative to the passage throv^ 
that city of unnsiial nnmbers of persons hostile to the United States en roate nr 
Canada. I have, without loss of time* brought the matter to tiie notiee of Us 
excellency the goTemor general of that proTuiee» 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideratioa, rir, joor obedkafc 
humble servaDt» 

LTON& 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 4^ 4^ ^e. 



Lord Lyotu to Mr. Saomrd. 

Wasbingtoh, Jmm 2. 1864. 

Sib : It is with great pain that I have agun to announce to jon that a huge 
number of British subjects captured on boiund British vessels, wnkh have been 
seized on the charge of breach of blockade, are confined in the eoontj jail in 
Ludlow street. New York. 

There appear to be now imprisoned in this jail no less than eighty-eeven 
such Briti?h subjects, of whom six were captured on board the sloop Ana ERttt 
of Nassau, N. P. ; 40 on board the steam yessel Tonnr BepahBe» abe of Nas- 
sau* N. P. ; 41 on board the steam vessel Tristram Snaady, 

In conformity with the instructions from her Majesty's government to whieh 
I have on so many occasions called your attention, it is my doty to request that 
these British subjects be immediately set at liberty, and to nrge diat the gen- 
eral order which the United States government has issued for the impriaonoieBt 
of British subjects captured on board neutral vessels be revoked. 

I have the honor to submit to you a copy of a despatch from her Miyesly's eonsnl at 
New York, respecting the men of the Ann Eliza, Young RepnUie, and TVistram 
Shandy, a copy of aletter addressed to that consul by Robert Lyon, one of the 
crew of the Young Republic, and a list of the names of the eighty-seven priaon- 
ers; and I deem it right to ask you to take note of the stitements made by 
Robert Lyon of the treatment experienced on board the Umted States suppqr 
steamer Newbem by himself and the men captured with him. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideratioB* sir, yonr most obedieatC, 
humble servantt 

LY0N8. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabb, 4^.9 Se^ fc 
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Jfr. Arekibmld to Lord Lfoiis. 

British Coxsulatb, 

New York. May 30, 1864. 

My Lord : I liave the honor to transniit berewith enclosed a copy of a letter 
received hj me on Friday last, from Bobert Ljon, on behalf of himself and 
others, forming the late ciew of the steamer Young Bepublic. of Nassau, recently 
captured for violation <^ blockade. 

On Saturday last her Majesty's Vice-Gonsul Edwards visited the writer and his 
companions, who are imprisoned in the county jail, and examined severally on 
oath, in r^ard to their nutionality, the prisoners captured on board the Youn^ Re- 
public, as well as a number of others, who were hkewise captured on boara the 
steamer Tristram Shandy, of Liverpool, and the sloop Ann Eliaa, of Nassau, 
and who were brought to New York last week at the same time with tbe crew 
of the Young RepuUie. 

I transmit herewith enclosed a list of the names and birthplaces of all such 
aa made oath that they are British subjects, and whom Mr. Edwards believes 
to be entitled to British protection. 

The crew of the sloon Ann Eliza were taken from that vessel while in a 
sinking condition, shortly after she had left the Santee river, Florida. The 
vessel became a total loss, and the crew are not required to be detained for any 
proceedings in the priie court ^^ 

The steamer Tnstram Shandy was captured on the 15th instant, off WO- 
nun^n, on her voyage from thence to Nassau. 

Tne Young Bepubtie was captured on the 6th instant, also on her way from 
Wilmington to Nassau. 
I have, &€i« 

E. M. ARCHIBALD. 

Lord Lyons, ige^^lgc* 



Mr. L^on to Mr. ArckiMd. 



County Jail, 
Ludlow Street. Xew York, May 26, 1864. 
Sir : I take the liberty of addressing you on behalf of myself and the re* 
mainder of the crew, (of British steamship Young Republic) at present prisoners 
in the above-named jail. We were chased, fired at, and captured by the United 
States gunboat Grand Gulf, off Wilmington bar, had the most part of our clothes 
stolen from us, were dien put on bo^ of the supply steamer Newbem, on 
which vessel we (to the number of forty-two) were cribbed up in a narrow con- 
racted and suffocating part of the ve;?8el alongside the boiler, and immediately 
over the fire-room, some days never allowed to go on deck for fresh air. We 
were treated more like dogs than human beings, and for what crime I am unable 
to state, unless it be the crime of working for a living. I can solemnly swear 
that we gave them no other cause to treat us in such a manner. Again, we are 
brought up to this place of confinement, no hearing of our case, no trial or even 
form of one ; and vet to a man 1 believe we are all British subjects. There surely 
exists some law that can be brought to bear on our case; and thinking that you 
would interest Yourself in our ease, when you learned our nationalHty, 
I remain, fcc, 

ROBERT LYON, 
Native of Glasgow, Scotland. 
E. M. Archibald, Esq, 
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1. Geom Johntoii* (master,) a natiTa 3. Michad Doliertj, Irdaad. 

of Nawas. 4. William Ootmaa, •• 

2. G«or^ Walker, natira of Coeimm, 6. Patrick Efaa, Montred. 

HamptUra. 6. John Mc^iereoii, EnglandL 

Cfvm ni ^%n^w Ymmg ftymWif, ^JfuMa, 



7. Frank M. Harris, (master.) nalira 

of EiuriaDd. 
a Daniel 8haw, Irdand. 
9. WiUiam Hainet, Ireland. 

10. Robert Ljoa, Scotland. 

11. James Harris, Ireland. 

12. John Henrj, ** 

13. Albert Roberts, Bermuda. 

14. Peter Ward, England. 

15. John Lonr, Ireland. 

16. Patrick Wright, Ireland. 

17. Thomas Oaser, *• 

IS. John Howard, 8t John, N. B. 

19. Martin Whalan, Ireland. 

20. John Cunniogham, Ireland. 

21. John HartwfdU «• 

22. George Harrison, England. 

23. James McEwing, Scotland. 

24. Neil LiTingstone, «* 

25. EUis Jones, North Wales. 



45. James Dnnning, Canada. 



2«. John Hick^, Ireland. 

87. JohnH.McKinneT,NasMni,H.P. 

28. Mlchad O'Brien, Iidaad. 

29. Fred. W. Fniples, Nasanm. 

30. LooisGiralin, •• 

31. John T. Spain, Ireland. 
38. Robert A. (Gannon, Ireland. 

33. James Mosher, ** 

34. James OloTer, Nassan. 
36. (}eorge Porter, England. 

36. D«niel Harkins, Irdand. 

37. John Mnrraj, ** 

38. William Thompson, Seotland. 

39. Edward Jenkins, Abaeo. 

40. Thomas McCankj, Ireland. 

41. Abrtm Hanshaw, Nassan. 

42. John Walers, Emdand. 

43. Steohen Blorris, Harbor ialand. 

44. William Boms, Ireland. 



46. I>r.ThomasFole7,Oooked island 



Crete rf wUmmtr TVufnrai Slmmi§^ ^ LiwerpmL 



47. William Porter, native of England. 
4S. Alexander Anderson, Scotland. 

49. William Robinson, England. 

50. William McCartney, Scotland. 

61. Robert McArthnr, ** 

62. James Gregory, England. 

63. James Williams, Nassan. 

64. John McCallom, Scotland. 

65. John May, England. 

66. Robert Warren, Scotland. 

67. John Ck>nch, England. 

68. WiUiam Waters, England. 

69. Robert Haskett» ** 

60. John Smith, «« 

61. Wm. R. Green, St Stephen's, N.B. 

62. Joseph Thompson, Scotland. 

63. John S. Ross, ** 

64. William Hanlon, Ireland. 

F w c f tr s. 

83. Jonathan W. Steele, England. 86. John HcBanj, Irehnd. 

84. James Tonnge, Nassan. 87. Thomas Powell, Gnemsej. 
86. Alfred Rnb^, Canada. 

40 C • 



66. Pat Johnson, Bermuda. 

66. Frank Bennett* «* 

67. Joseph Billow, Nassan. 
6a William Jencks, England. 

69. Arthur Doering, ** 

70. William Ewing, Scotland. 

71. George Hamaton, ** 

72. James DnC ** 

73. John Beken, England. 

74. Michael Ljnes, Ireland. 
76. Robert Redie, Scotland. 

76. William McCreadj, ScoOaad. 

77. Samuel Johnson* ^ 
7a Alexander Doig, ^ 

79. Charles Bethel, Harbor i 

80. John Cox, England. 

81. Henrj Sullivan, Ireland. 

82. Joseph Craig, Na 
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Mr. SeuHird to Lord Ly<m9* 

Department op State, 

Washington^ June i, 1864. 
My Lord : I bare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour note of the 
28th ultimo, upon the subject of the restrictions placed oy the United States 

evemment on the trade llctween New York and her Majesty's possessions. I 
ive the honor to inform your lordship, in reply, that the matter will receive due 
attentbrn* 

I have the honor to be^ with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
'wnaai, 

WILLLiM H. SEWAED. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ifCf Sfc^ ^e. 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, June 4, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to ^ou herewith certain papers setting 
forth the claim of Mr. Oeorge Turin, a British subject residing at New Orleans, 
for eoods shipped for him in the American vessels Regulus and Columbia, 
whidi vessels were (it would apnear) stopped in the month of June, 1861, at 
the mouth of the Mississippi and Drought to New York. I trust that this claim 
will be taken into favorable consideration, and I shall be much obliged if you 
will inform me of the views of the United States government with regard to it. 

I beg you to be so good as to send the eight original documents back to me. 

I have the honor to be, with high eonsideraUon, sir, your most obedient, 
bumble servant, 

LTONa 

Hon. William H. Seward, IjfCn 4^«* 4^ 



State op Louisiana, Parish and City of Orleans : 

Before me, TheoduU Drouette, fifth justice of the peace for the parish of 
Orleans, duly qualified and sworn, personally came and appeared Mr. George 
Turin, a British subject residing at Plaquemine, parish of Iberville, (State of 
Louisiana,) but presentlv in this city of New Orleans, who, on being duly and 
lawfully sworn, declared and said : 

1. That he is a Britbh subject ; that he has the certificate of his consul, and 
has taken the oath required by General Order, No. 41. 

2. That in the year 1861 he made a voyaee to Europe, and before his 
departure hence to come back to Louisiana he bought of the house Borssy, 
Nadal & Co., of Toumon, a certain quantity of go^s, the account of whicli 
figures in the invoice bill of the house Borssy, Nadal & Co., and which is 
annexed to the present, after having been signed ne varietur. 

3. That these goods were expedited at the port of Bordeaux and fireichted by 
the commission house PI Dubois & Co. on the American ship Columbia, Cap- 
tun Boberts, for the account of George Turin, and directed to Messrs. 1). 
Oration & Co., of New Orleans, as results from a bill of ladmg signed by said 
Captain Roberts. This document, Icgdized by the United States consul at Bor* 
deaux, is and remains annexed to the present affidavit, after having been signed 
by me iie varietur. 



■ *■■■! 1 if 
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4. That die wM tbio Columbfai. CapUhi Bobefte, on eoming to tike laoath «f 
the MinftiFsippi, in or about the mootb of June, 1861* was ttopped and brot^lit to 
New York where tbe gooda of the appearer cannot be iett<nped to him hy ^wnaA 
of vuiuble docomenta which were noable to be obtained, owing to the blockade 
of New Orloana and of the State of Loaimna, wherein the affiant resides. 

6. Therefore the appearer, in hit capacitj of Britieh subject and neatmL mad 
in Tirtoe of international rights, chunia» from whomsoever it b^onga, and 
especiallr of every competent federal anthoritj, the restoration of tbe s^nocb 
detailed in the ten docnments herennto annexed, or the value of their mmlt^ if 
snch haa been eflected, 

GEOBGB TITBIN. 

Sworn to and snbscribed before me^ Aprfl 26, 18o4, 

. r. .1 T. DROUETTE, 

I, Thcopold Dronette, fifth justice of the V^^ for the parish of Orieans* do 
hereby certify, before God, that Mr. George Turin, the signer and subseribar af 
the foregoing affidavit, has exhibited unto me 

1st The consul certificate of her Britannic Majesty, testifying to his qoality 
of British subject ; and, td. The certificate that he has taken the oath required 
from every foreign subject by Greneral Order, No. 41. 

r.,^. 1 T. DROUETTE, 

l""^J Fiftk Justice ^OePetice. 

(Stamp] 



United Statbs C!on8UL, Borieamxs 

I do hereby certify that the annexed seal and signature are those of Coiten 
president of the tribunal of commerce of Bordeaux, and that to all official \ 
thus attested fall futh and credit are and ouf ht to be gi^ot. 

Witness my hand and official seal this 24th day of Februaiy, 1864. 
r««A. 1 C. DAVISSON, 

\^^^^\ United Statee Conftd, Bordeau 



State op Louisiana, Parish and Cit^ rf' Orleans: 

Before me, Theodull Dronette, fifth justice of the peace for the parish of 
Orleans, duly qualified and sworn, personally came and appeared Mr. George 
Turin, a British subject, residing at Plamiemine, parish of Xberrille, State of 
Louisiana, but presently in this city of New Orieans, who, on bdng duly and 
lawftilly sworn, declared and said : 

1. That he is a British subject; that he has the certificate of his consul, and 
has taken the oath required by Greneral Order, No. 4L 

2. That in the year 1861 he made a voyage to Europe, and before his da> 
parture hence to come back to Louisiana he Donght of the house A. NaTana, 
of Qenera, a certain quantity of goods, the account of which figures in the fain 
▼oice biU of die house of A. Navazsa, and which is annexed to the present, 
after having been signed ne varietmr. 

3. That these goods were expedited to France at the port of Havre, anji 
freighted by the commission house of Biget & Co., in the American ship Regn* 
Ins, Captain Thompson, for the account of (Jeoige Turin, of naqueminob 
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lionisiana, and directed to Messrs. D. Oratiaa & Co.* of New Orleans, as results 
firom a bill of lading bj the bouse of Bigot, of Havre, and from a bill of lading 
signed by tbe said Captain Thompson. The two documents, legalized by the 
United States consul at Havre, are and remain annexed to the pretsent affidayit* 
after having been aimed bj me ne varietur. 

4. That the said Begmus, Captain Thompson, on coming to the mouth 
of the Mississippi, on the 1st of June, 1861, was stopped and brought to 
New York, where the goods of the appearer cannot be restored to him, bj want 
of suitable documents, which were impossible to be obtained, owing to the 
blockade of New Orleans and of the Stato oi Louisiana, wherein the affiant 
resides. 

5. Therefore the appearer, in his capacity of BriUsh subject and neutral, and 
in virtue of intema^nal rights, claims, from whomsoever it belongs, and 
especially of every competent federal authority^ the restitution of the goods 
detailed m the ten documents hereunto annexed, or the value of the sale, if 
such has been effected. 

GEOBGE TUBIN. 

And the foregoing declaration was sworn to and subscribed before me this 
6th day of May, 1864. 

1®"H Fifth Justice of the Peace. 

I, Theodull Drouette, fifth justice of the peace for the parish of Orleans, do 
hereby certify, before G^, that Mr. George Turin, the signer and subscribar of 
the foregoing affidavit, has exhibited unto me— > 

1st. The consul certificato of her Britonnic Majesty, testifying to his q^ity of 
British subject ; and, 2d. The certificate testi^ng that he has token the oath 
required from every foreign subject by Gaieral Order, No. 41. 

r^,,, , T. DBOUETTE, 

l"^H Fifth Justice of the Peace. 

[Stamp.] 



United States Consulate, Havre : 

I, James 0. Putnam, consul of the United States at Havre, do hereby cer- 
tify that Messrs. Bieot & Co., who hare simed the within account, are mer- 
chants of high standing and respectability of this dtr. 

Given under my hand and official seal, at Havre, the 18th day of February, 
1864. 

r^„^, 1 JAMES O. PUTNAM, 

'^"*"J United States Consul, Havre. 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, June 5, 1864. 
Sir : On the 81th of Aprfl you were good enough to inform me that the mil- 
itary commission, which investigated die case of Mr. James McHugh had re- 
ported that, in their judnnent, he should be released. It appears, however, 
from a letter which I have received from him, that he was still at Fort 
Lafayette on the 31st ultimo^ more than a month afterwards. 
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I Mrnesdj beg jcm to call the hninediate ftttentfoa of tlie proper aathoritieft 
to the case, aod to moye Uiem to release Mr. Mellogb withoui futher ddmj;. 

I hare the honor to be, ■»» with the higbeat coomeratknit 7o«r most obedi- 
ent, homble aerraat* 

LroNa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaid, ^c^ 4p^ ^c^ 



Mr, Seward la Lord Lymu* 

DBPARTMBirr or Stats, 

WaAtngiam, Jume 6, 1864. 

My Loao: Befenring to'yonr note of the 22d ultimo, and to the despatch 
from the British conenl, a copr of which accompanied it, relatiye to the firs 
pereoua taken on the Don, and which embrace the case of Adolphns BoBselU I 
nave the houor to enclose for jour lordship's information a copy of a let ter, sf 
the 27th ultimo, from the Secretary of the Kavj in regard to thai ease. TVltk 
reference to jour remarks upon the general question of the treatment of British 
subjects seized on board of yessels captured for breach of blockade, I have the 
honor to enclose a copy of an instruction of the 9di ultimo, addressed to Beur- 
Admiral Farragut, and which has also been sent to United States marshals, 
commanders or pquAdrons, and commandants of navj yards, for their gnidaiice 
in disposing of the various classes of persons taken on such Tessds. A copy sf 
this instruction was appended to the fetter from Mr. Wdles. 

I have the honor to be, with high' consideration, my lord, your obedieat 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAJtD. . 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, fr., lEc., Se. 



Mr. WttleiU Mr. Sfmrtf. 

Naty Department, 
WaskingUm. May 27, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledse the recdpt of your letter of the 25th 
instant, enclosing a further note, dated Uie 22d instant, from Loid Lyons, relstiTe 
to five persons belonging to the Scotia and other vessels, who were oonfinei is 
the county jail in Ludlow street. New Yoik. 

All the persons named were dischaigcd on the 19th instant, of which I ad- 
vised you in my letter 6f the 24th instant Mr. Archibald, in his note to Lord 
Lyons, refers to the case of Adolphns Russell, at present confined in Ludlow 
street jail, who was captured violating the blockade, claims to be a British sub- 
ject, and swears that he has never taken any oath of aSegiance to a for»n 
state. I can only repeat what I have before sUted with regard to Mr. RussdL 
He was sent north by acting Bear-Admiral Bailey with die following memo* 
raudum in his case : ** A citizen of Key West; was first captured in the schooner 
Anna while attemptmg to run the blockade from the Bahamas to Florida : took 
the oath of allegiance ; was again captured in the sloop Baoer while attemjptins 
to run the blockade from Florida to the Baluunas ; is estimated a bad and 
faithless man.*' 

With this report before mo, I am reluctant to give directions for the releasa 
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of BusscH, and am of the opinion that his case is one for fordier investigaUon, 
and have therefore instmcted acting Bear- Admiral Bafley to report all the facts 
accessible in reference to BnsselL 
Veiy respectfully^ &c^ 

GIDEON WELLES, 
SeereUtry of At Jffapy. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secrttaty of Staitt ige^ 9gc. 



[Sent to the U. S. marsbals, commanders of squadrons, and coonnanden of jaids.] 

Navy Dhpartmbitt, May 9, 1864. 
Sis : The following instmctions will hereafter he observed with re^vd to the 
disposition of persons fonnd on board vessels seized for breach of blod^ade : 

1. Bfma fiat foreign subjects* captured in neutral re«te2ff, whether passen- 
gers, officers, or crew, cannot be treated as prisoners of war unless guilty of 
belligerent acts, but are entitled to immediate release. Such as are required as 
witnesses may be detained for that purpose, and when thdr testimony is secured 
they must be unconditionally relearod. 

2. Forein subjects captured in vessels without papers or colors, or those sail- 
ing under Uie protection and flag of the insurgent govenment, or employed in 
the service of tnat government, are subject to treatment aa nrisoners of war, and 
if in the capacity of officers or crew, are to be detained. If they were passen- 
gers only, and liave no interest in the vessel or cargo^ and are in no way con- 
nected, with the insurgent government, they ma^ be ideased. 

3. Citizens of the United States captured either in neutral or rebel vessds 
are always to be detained, with the following exceptions : If they are passengers 
only, have no interest in vessel or cargo, have pot been active in the rebelUon, 
or engaged in supplying the insurgents with munitions of war, &e., and are 
loyally disposed, they may be released on taking the oath of allegiance. The 
same privilege may be allowed to any of the crew that are not seafaring men, 
of like antecedents, and who are loyally disposed. 

4. TilaU and tta/aring men, except honajidt foreign subjects, captured in 
neutral vessels are always to be detained. These are the principal instruments 
in maintaining the system id violating the blockade, and it is important to hold 
them. Persons habitually engaged in violating the Uockade, although they may 
not be servmg on board the vessds, are of this dast, and are to be likewise 
detained. 

d. When there is reason to doubt that those who dium to be foreign subjects 
are in reality such, they will be required to state under oath that they have nev- 
er been naturalized in this country, have never exercised the privileges of a citi- 
zen thereof by voting or otherwise, and have never been in the pay or employ- 
ment of the insurgent or so-called " confederate eovemment.** On their mak- 
ing such statement they may be released, provided yon have not evidence of 
their having sworn falsely. The examination, in case they are doubtful, should 
1>erigid. 

6. When the neutrality of a vessel is doubtful, or when a vessel claiming to 
be neutral is believed to be engaged in transporting supplies and munitions of 
war for the insurgent government, foreign subjects, captured in such vessels maj 
be defamed until the neutrality of the vessel is satisuMtorily establbhcd ; it is 
not advisable to detain such persons under this instruction, unless there is good 
ground for doubting the neutrality of the vessd. 

7. Parties who may be detained under the foregdng instructions are to be 
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sent to a norihern poit for safe evstodj, unleM tbereis a soitiMo piftoe lor keep- 
ing them witliin the limiti of jour eommaiid, and the department rarnijBlied ^ritk 
a memorandum in their cases xetpectiTdy. 
y eiT respectftdlj, 

GIDEON W£LLE8» 

Secretary cfike JVSs^jr. 
Rear-Admiral D. O. Faebagut, 

Commanding W. O. B. Squadron^ New OrUame. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Ljfcne. 



Dbpartmbnt op State, 

WoikingUm, June 8, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt oijour eomnmiii 
tion of the 27th ultimo relative to the complaint of MeesienrB Uenrj de CordoTm 
& Co^ that peculiarlj strin^nt bonds have been exacted of them upon ehm- 
nients of eooas to Jamaica nom New York, and, in reply, to inform jonr lord- 
ship that I have submitted the matter to the Secretaiy <n the Treasnir. 

1 have the honor to be, with hi^ consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^ 4^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lard Lyane* 

Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wiuhingtam, June 10, 1864. 
My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour note of the 
5th instant, relative to James McHugh, and, in reply, to inform your lordship 
that I have recalled the attention of the Secretaiy of War to die case. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient i 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^v., ^e., ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyane. 

Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wathhugton^ June 11, 1864. 
My Lord ; Beferring to your communication of the I3th of April last, aad 
to my acknowledgment of the 18th, relative to the restrictions imposed upoa 
the trade between the United Sutes and her Majes^s provinces, Pimce 
Edward's island and New Brunswick, I have now the h<mor to enclose, in r»> 
ply to your lordship's note, extracts from a letter <^ the Ist instant, and from 
its accompaniment addressed to me by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedieait 
servant, 

WILUAII H. SEWABDt 
Kght Hon. Lord Lyons, tgcn tfe.% tge. 
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£EztncU of a letter fitom Mr. Chiu% to Mr. 8ew«rd.] 

Treasury Department, June 1, 1864. 
Sir : In answer to yonr communication of April 18» endosiDg a despatch 
fiom Lord Ljons, relative to bonds required in New York on shipments to New 
Brunswick end Prince Edward's island, I have the honor to enclose a letter of 

the collector at New York, whose report on the matter was required. 

• • •.• • •• • 

Under the drcnmstancea, I cannot but approve the action of the collector 
at New York. 

I have the honor to be, sir, jour obedient servant, 

8. P. CHASE, 
Secretary oftkt Treasurjf. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Stcretary ofStaU^ WoMkingUm^ B. CL 



Jfr. CliacA t« JTr. CIUm. 
[Extracts.] 

CcsTOM-HocsB, New York, 

Coileetor's Office, May 25, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th 
ultimo, enclosing a communication from the Secretarjr of State, and also a copy 
of .a despatch from Lord Lyons in regard to restrictions on tnide between the 
United States and the British provinces, and particularly those of New Bruns- 
wide and Prince Edward's island. So far as this complaint refers to rcstric* 
tions on shipments to Prince Edward's island, I have only to answer, that no 
bonds have ever been exacted at this port on the shipment of any article to 
that province. 

On shipments cf itour from this port to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
no bonds are exacted ; but bonds are exacted on shipments to those provinces 
of beef, pork, and such other articles as are usually dealt in by blockade run- 



This exaction is made for the reason that an illegal traffic has been carried on, 
and still is to some extent, between the principal ports in these provinces and 
ih» British West Indies, and ports and places under control of persons in rebel- 
lion against the authority of the United States ; and it is believed that such 
iHegal trade would be carried on to a large amount, were it not that such bonds 
are exacted on shipments of such articles from tiiis port 

• •••••• • 

The enclosures contained in your letter are herewith returned. 
Veiy respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. P. CLINCH, 
Acting CoUecton 
Hon. S. P. Chasb, 

Secretary tftkt Treasury. 



Mr. Seward ta Lord Lyant* 

Department op State, 

Washingtonf June 13, 1864. 
Hy Lord t I have the honor now to submit a renly to your lordship's note, 
of the 21st of May last* concerning the capture of the Sylvanus. In that com- 
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manicjttioa jom itete diat, altlMnigk bcr MaM8t]r*i gove iiwt ent ItMir^ not yet 
received from tbe gormiaeiit <tf tlie United btalet anj explanatioa of &e dr- 



cujdbUocm under which that capliire took place, jet her ] 

cannot refrain from expreMing at ooee the opinion* that if the Teasel -wmm fixett 
into and tnnk in the mvt instance, withont beinf j^perij sommooed to lie taw 
and withoat anj special and extraordinarj necessity, the act was ill^g;ml» aad 
wonld warrant **per as** a Tcry graTe remonstrance. 

The repre^entationa which joa thus made were improred on mjr put bj 
calling on the Secretarj of the NaTj, especiallj for snch information as M 
possessed, in regard to the manner and cnrcnmstances of the captarou I now 
learn from him, in replj to my inquiries, that the commander of the csipton^ 
vessel, the Huron, reputed the capture as follows : 

At 10 o'clock in the afternoon of the 2d of January last, the weaihor iMtB^ 
doud J and somewhat hasr, a suspicious sail was discovered apparently time- 
quarters of a mile distant mm the Huron, heading up to Doboy sound, writh e 
Rght breeze from north-northeast, and a strong (kxM tide. The Huron vrent to 
quarters, slipped her cable, got under way, and fired a shell ftem the tvrra^- 
pound ParroU rifle, a little inld of the strange sail, to bring her to. She per- 
sisted in her course, paying no attention to the gun, and then the Huron nred 
several shots in sncccsdion directly at the stranger, one of which passed throofh 
and through, coming out of the starboard side, below the water*line. A ligtit 
was then sliown upon the strange sail, and shouts were heard from the quarter 
in which she had been seen, wl^reupon the firing ceased. A boat was aent to 
her, and she proved to be the Sylvanus, aground, and rapidly filling. After Che 
water had risen above her decks, an anchor was 1^ go, and the boat's crew re* 
turned to the Huron. A board of survey pronounced her unseaworthy, Irat 
stated that, with proper workmen and materials, die might be made useful* And 
a part of the cargo might be saved with a £svorable tide. 

The case hss not been brought into court, and the Navy Department^ lias 
never received any further information concerning die vesseL Under these 
dreumstances it is inferred that it was found necessary to abandon both the 
vessel and the cargo. It thus appears that the Sylvanus was attempting to ran 
the blockade at night, with the elements favoring her desirn. She was properiy* 
summoned to lie to, although by using the darkness of the n^^ht and naxy 
weather, to run the blockade, she forfeited her claim to the courtesies oi the aefu 
The shell was fired instead of a blank cartridge, because our blockading forces 
are required, under the circumstances which attended the proceeding, to be ready 
for emergencies; but the shell was fired wild of the Sylvanus, so as, whfle toe 
discharge would be effectual as a summons, it should not injure the crew, the 
vessel, or her cargo. She refused the summons, and persisted in her unlawful 
voyage, and thus rendered it necessary to use force. The firing ceased with 
the first indication of an intention of the Sylvanus to heave to. The omisskni* 
on a former occasion, to rive you this account of the manner and circumstanoes 
of the capture of the Sylvanus resulted from the (act that the Secretary of the 
Navy inadvertently overlooked the request for explanaUons on that point in my 
communication to him. 

With reference to the detention of the crew of the Svlvanus, I trust it is 
. only necessary to recall to your recollection the state of afiairs that existed 
when the capture occurred. Disloyal and insurgent citisens, combining with 
aliens, were making a base of British provinces, north and south, and eveo 
using the immunities of neutral blockade-running vessels to steal aboard un* 
armed American merchant and passage steamers, and when such vessels should 
reach the high seas, then to rise upon the crew, te seise diem by acte of open 
piracy and murder, and then, arming the vessel captured, to extend thdr system 
of piracy over the ocean. It became necessary, under these* circumstances, to 
establish for the immediate emergency a strict surveillance over all persons who 
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were captured in mniiing the blockade, while we earnestly remonstrated with 
' the British government against the conduct of British subjects who were found 

•• engaged in Uiese unlawful and hostile proceedings, and demanded their deliveij 

* to us, under our extradition treaty, that they might be punished. 

« While the court of the province of New Brunswick, and the court of Queen's 

Bench in England, have overruled thus &r, with the tacit concurrence of her 
I Majesty's government, these demands, and we have therefore been left without 

protection m that quarter, our own vigilance has in a degree been successful in 
r arresting the enterprises of which we have complained, and now persons cap- 

tured in violating tne blockade are released as soon as their neutrality is satis- 
factorily established. If it be true ibat the cr^w of the Svlvanus were treated 
[ with unnecessary hardship, that treatment haS been in violation of instructiona 

given by the government of the United States, and it will be condemned. Our naval 
r officers are instructed not to place captured persons in irons, unless it shall be 

I necessary for the safety of the captors and the public authorities. In the 

I present case the severity complained of occurred, if at all, in cairying the cap- 

tured crew overland from Philadelphia to Fort Lafayette. Inquiries concerning 
the subject have been insUtuted, and I shall with pleasure revert to it when 
answers to these inquiries shall have been received. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
jMrvant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^ Sfc^ ^e. 



Lord Ly<m9 to Mr. Sttpori. 



Washington, June 13, 1864. 

Sir : Her Majesty's government have considered the note which you did me 
the honor to address to me on the 11th of November last,* and the papers 
which accompanied it, respecting the circumstances connected with tlie imprison- 
ment in the Old Capitol prison, at this nlace, of the late Mr. James Hardcastle, 
and hb death in consequence of a shot nred by a sentry at that prison ; and her 
Majesty's government have directed me to express their regret at the unsatis- 
factory nature of the explanation offered by the United States government for 
this unhappy act of its officer, and to address, in their name, a strong remon- 
strance to the government of the United States. 

Her Majesty's government contend that, according to all the well-known 
rules of civilized warfare, Hardcastle was unlawfully imprisoned, and that for 
the consequences, whether accidental or not, which ensued upon this unlawful 
imprisonment those who ordered it must be considered responsible. It is admit- 
ted that Hardcastle arrived within the territory of the United States, and within 
the federal lines, having previously submitted all his papers, including the 
confederate pass, to the United States authorities, and having obtained, in 
answer to his inquiry, full permission to enter the federal lines. 

It appears, therefore, to her Majesty's government that he was, to all intents 
and purposes, under what is known, wherever war is carried on between civil- 
ised nations, as a safe-conduct; and her Majesty's government are wholly at a 
loss to understand the interpretation which (they believe for the first time) is 
now sought to be put on such an agreement The doctrine that the person 
holding a safe-conauct may be detained as a prisoner precisely in the same 
manner as if it had not been granted to him is, her Miycsty's government con- 

• 
^ 38Ui CSoDgrsis, Ist session, Honss Ex. Doe. No. l^^opptemsnt, page cxxz. 
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cdre, witboat wArraiit from Um writiiig of anj accredited joiift It is ii ^ 

to oonsnlt tboM writingt witlioot eeeiiig that mdi agreemente are held" 

hj aD BUtet. and that a tafe-eoiidiiet ia always defined aa a pnTiIege which 

insQTca fafetr to thoae who bold it whilo paaainf or being within tbe plaoe 

pennitted. (See Vattd, L. S» a 17.) 

It ia manifest that, not only is the eflect of a safo<ondn^ rendered null mad 
Toid bj the pretence that the par^ holding it maj be detained aa m, prisoner 
precisely in the same manner as if it had not been granted to him, mit that 
sndi an interpretation in (act wonld make what is ealkd an instnuneiftt of salb* 
eondact a mere snare to the onfortonate persoa who had been deoerred into 
placing faith in it; and wonld be wholly eontraiy to the nsage and practice at 
civilized states, as well as to the common notions of jnstiee and good mitlt. 

Her Migesty's government are equally nnable to eonenr in the ▼alidltj' ot 
the reasons as^ignM as a justification of the proceedings with regard to Hard- 
castlo. Uer Maicsty's government observe that none of the acts alleged in 
justification conld poefibiy havo cansed Uie imprisonment of Mr. Hardcsi8t]e» 
inasmuch as they rest solely apon the statementa of the jailer of eonyeraaCiosis 
with the nnfortniiate man (who ia no longer alivo to contradict him) afi^r bin 
imprisonment, and her Majesty's government eonceivo that there ia litmny no 
other evidence thronghont the papers from which the fiuntest trace of guilty or 
improper conduct on the part of Hardcastle can be inferred. 

There is another point in the papers which accompanied your note of the 11th 
November which appears to her Majesty's government to lie not a little Temnrk* 
able. It is now allco^ that Hardcastle, as well as a prisoner named Pleasoo- 
ton, had put hia head over the screen, when he was shot by the sentry, hot us 
mention of this circumstance is made in the reporta made by Captain Mix and 
General Martindale at the time of the occurrence, which were enclosed in yosr 
nreviona note of the ISth of June.* It was then represented that Pleasont<m's 
bead if as over the screen ; but it was not stated that Hardcastle's head waa also 
in the same position ; and it is hardly possible to conceive (rqgard being had to 
the gravity of the matter) that such a fact, if really txiie, should not haye 
appeared as the result of the first inquiry. 

Iler Majesty's government have therefore instructed me to address to the 
United Sutcs government a firm protest with regard to what has occurred la 
this case, on the ground both of the unlawfulness of Hardcaatle's imprisonmentp 
in view of the safo-conduct which must be regarded as having been assured to 
him by the United States military authorities, and of the nnsatisfiustory charae- 
ter of the evidence which has been adduced as justifying the proceedings which 
led to his death ; and her Majesty's government have desired me to add, that 
her Miyesty's government reserve to themselves the right of presenting a chum 
for coropensation to the government of the United States, should any such be 
horcafler advanced by the relatives of the deceased. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedientt 
humble servant, 

LYONa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^., ^., ^ 



Lard Lyom to Mr. Seward. 



WitSBiNyTON, June 13, 1854. . 
Sir : Her Minesty's government have considered the note which you did me 
the honor to address to me on the 20th of January last, respecting the caao of 

* S8th Congress, 1st session, House Es. Doe. Ko. 1, page 66(1. 
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die BlaDche. Her Majesty's goveniment cannot, however, find anj reason to 
alter or modify the view which thej have hitherto taken of this case, and thej 
regret to see that the government of the United States still hesitates to grant 
the redress which is doe to the governments of Great Britcdn and Spain for the 
impioper acts of the commander of the United States ship Montgomery. 

The answer made in jonr note to die demand of her Majesty's government 
appears to rest mainlj on the idlegation that the Blanche, at the time she was 
destroyed, was American, and not British owned. She was, however, then , 
sailing with British papers and under the British flag in neutral waters, where 
that flag was not liable, by the law of nations, to aggression, search, or visit. 
Her registered owner was ^(r. Oeorge Wigg, a natural-bom British suUect, 
residing at liverpooL Hb title was shown by m regular bill of sale, datea the 
31st of July, 1862, and executed at Havana by the doly constituted attorney of 
W. L. Smith, who appeared upon the permanent register of the port of Gralveston 
as sole owner, on the 29th of May preceding. The transfer was expressed to • 
be made for a valuable consideration in money, and no evidence whatever tend* 
ing to impeach the bona fidet of the purchase by Mr. Wigg has ever been 
brought to the knowledge of her Majesty's government The ship, therefore, 
being regularly documented as a British ship, and sailing as such, under the 
Bridsh fla^, within neutral protection, has been, and is now, recognized in that 
character both by the British and the Spanish governments. 

What evidence, then, is produced or offered by the United States government 
to show that the Blanche was an American vessel, fraudolendy transferred and 
navigated under frJse colors for the purpose of concealing her i^ ownership t 

If, indeed, such a fact were established, her Majesty's government could claim 
no redress, because no injury would have been done to any British subject. 
But the bmrden of displacing the prima facte tide shown by the flag and papers, 
and by the recognidon of both the neutral governments (which, until displaced 
bv contrary evidence, would be sufficient for every leeal purpose, in eveiy court 
of justice throughout the world) lies upon the United States government; and 
it appears to her Majesty's government that the government of the United 
States has, as yet, neither produced nor ofiered to produce any evidence what- 
ever having the slightest real tendencv to displace it 

The only new evidence put forward by your note consists in a copy of the 
registry of the Gknenl Busk (afterwards called the Blanche) on the permanent 
register of New Orleans, dated the 8th of April, 1857, by which it appears that 
she was then registered as belonging to the Southern Steamship Gompauy of 
Kew Orleans. Her Majesty's government are at a loss to perceive how the fact 
that five years before the same ship was registered at r^ew Orleans as the 
proper^ of a different owner can prove that a British title derived from W. L. 
Smith, who, on the 29th of May, 1862, was the redstered owner of the same 
ship on the permanent register of Galveston, is fraudulent and void. Upon die 
history of the vessel, between April, 1857, and May, 1862, no light is thrown. 
The untenable position as to the necessary invalidity of aU captures from the 
United States in the exbdng war, and of all sentences of condemnation by the 
enemy's prize courts, does not appear to be assumed in your present note; nor 
mdeed does your note enable ner Majesty's government so much as to con- 
jecture what are the alleged wrongful proceedings, on account of which the 
apparent dtle of the owner in 1862, from whom the ship was purchased by Mr. 
Wigg, is considered by the United States government to be liable to impeach- 
ment. The difficulty which her Majestv's government find in following 
{our argument on this point is not diminished by the fact that, for a considera- 
le period after die secession from the United States of die so-called Confederate 
States, New Orleans, where this vessel appears to have been registered in April, 
1857, was iUelf a principal city (tf these latter Sutes. SdU less can her 
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Mafestj*! gOTarnmeiit percdTe that jomr note shows that the purchase bx ^^• 
W^ was in any sense eol<Mrable or frandnlent. 

B^ Majesty's goTernment haTe accordinglj eonunanded me to inform yoa 
that I am instmcted to maintain firmly the position hitherto assumed bjr thean 
in diis case* at aD events until some more satisfactory disproof of the title of the 
BriUsh owner to this ressel shall be given on the part of the goyemment of the 
United States. 

I have the honor to be* with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedienlv 
humble servant^ 

LYOK& 

Hon. WiLUAM H. StWAsm |ic 4^ ^e. 



Lard Lyons la 1&. SewarJL 

WASHiNGTOif* June 15, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you h^ewith a copy of a despatA 
which I have received from the governor general of Canada, in answer to the 
communication to his excellency of your note to me of the 31st May, relntxTe 
to the passage throu^ St. John, New Brunswick, of oertun persons supposed 
to be hostile to the United SUtes. 

I have the hon<Nr to be, with high consideration, sir, your [most obefient» 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, fc, 4^., fc 



GOVBKJVBIBNT HoUSB, 

Qiuhee, Jmme 8, 1864. 
Mv LoBD : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your exoellcnqr's 
despatch of June 2, and enclosures, relative to the Mssage of an unusual nuns- 
her of persons, considered by the Secretary of the United States to be disloyal 
dtizens of the United States, through St. John, New Brunswick, em rmUe for 
Canada. 

I shall not fail to adopt every precaution in my power to prevent any infinnge- 
ment of the neutrality of her Majesty's territories by these or any oAer per- 
sons, bnt I need not remind your excellency of the great difficulty that exists 
in obtainiog information with respect to the intentions of such persons, whether 
passing through or residing in Canada. 
I have, &c^ 

MONCK. 
Lord Lyons, ifc^ ^c^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyomo. 



Dbpabtmbnt of State, 

WaAingtom, June 16^ 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor io acknowled^ the receipt of your note of die j 

13th instant relative to the case of the Blandie, and, in reply, to assure your ,] 

lordship that it will receive a careful eonsidefatioa. j 

I have the honor to be, with hi|^ consideration, my lord, your obedient J!. 

servant, 

WILLDLM h. sewabd. 
Right Hon. Lord LYONa» ^ ^ fc 



:juu 
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Lord Lymu U Mr. SewmrJL 

Washington, June 18, 1864. 

Sis : Her Majesty's principal secretaij of state for fordgn affairs has directed 
mo to make knowa to tiie government of the United States snepicions which 
have been excited respecting an American hrigantine called the Myra. 

Her Majesty's commissioner at Loanda* in a report dated at that place on the 
14th March List, reports that he recdved information on the previous day that 
the Myra had entered the port of Mossamedes on the 23d of February UsU 
and, although her papers were coned and she was ostensibly fitted- out as a 
whaler, her size and other circumstances seemed to render it extremely proba- 
ble that she was really destined to be employed in the slave trade. 

I have the honor to be^ with the highest eonaderation, sir, your most obedi« 
ent» humble servant 

LYONS- 

Hon. William H. Srwasd, ^^ ^^ ^c 



. Lard Lyom9 tm Mr. Seward. 

Washington, June 20, 1864. 

SiB : I have the honor to acknowledge the recdpt of the notes dated the 19th 
and 30th ultimo, which you have done me the honor to address to me« in an- 
swer to a note dated the 18th nltimo» in which I informed you that it had been 
represented to me by British su^ecta at Memphis* in Tenncssee» that the mill- 
tary authorities at that place had threatened to expel all foreigners who refused 
to enrol themselves in the militia. 

You have been so good as to mfonn me that the matter has been referred to 
the general commanding at Memphis for a rcp<Hrt» and to promise to communicate 
the report to me when it is received. In the mean time you have done me the 
honor to forward to me a copy of an ord^ of the military authority at Mem- 
phis respecting commercial intercourse with that place, and to state to me that 
Tou are under the impression that the rule concerning beleaguered places* like 
Memphis, is that foreigners shall dther take up arms for their defence or depart 
therenom. 

I deem it right to call your attention to a further order of the mOitaiy au- 
thority at Memphis, a copy of which I enclose. This order, which is dated the 
2d instant, directs that no person exempted from the service in the militia, on 
the pound of his being a fordgn subiect» shall be allowed to engage in business 
in Memphis so long as he claims the benefit of the exemption. 

Memphis is, no doubt, from its position, veiy liable to be attacked; but I 
trust that the United States authorities will candidly consider whether Uiis fact 
suffices to warrant or necessitate a measure bearing so very hardly on foreign- 
ers, whose duty to their own soverdgns forbids their taking up arms in the 
present war. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest eonnderation* dr, your most obedi* 
eott humble servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Skward* ^e^icie. 



[Clreokr.] 

Hbadquaitiis District op Wbst Tknnbssbb* 

Memphis^ TenntMce^ June 2* J8G4. 
Whereas many applications are made to be exempted Irom service in the 
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nilitU. organised for Uie defence of Uempliis, Vj reaaoa of tlio purties 
citixens or sabjecU of foreign powers* I lUte* for Uie infonnatioa of mil 
Uwt exemntiont will be granted wbea tbo iMurtiet an^ying have newer take 
tbe oatb of allegiance to tbe government of tM Uniteo DtatM, or IiaYa xk>C ^ 
cneneed in tbe confederate serrlea. 

When persons natives of foreign conntries applr for exemptioii, and it shall 
satisfactorilj appear tbat tbej hare taken the oath of aOegianoe of the ^powecn- 
mcnt of tbe United States, or tbat thej have been in the rebd Benrioe» mO such 
persons will be sent ont of tbe lines. All persons engaged in bnsinees In Mean- 
pliis are 90 engaged bj tbe pcrmitt I]cense» or sufferance of the militarj s^iatliosa- 
ties» and it is not deemed either wise or ^ mdent to allow persons to be 00 enn* 
plored who are unwilling to defend the citj when assailed. 

Fersons, therefore, whose health and age wonld otherwise snl^ect tliem ta 
nilitia dntTt bat who claim and receire exemptioa hj reason of their hdwkg die 
subjects of foreign goTcmnients, wiU not be allowed to engage !u bosineas im 
Memphis so long as they claim tbe benefit of said exemption. 

Persons wiU not be allowed to follow the army for puiposes of gun. no ms 
ier what their nationality, with greater privileges aM immunities thsoi are a 
corded to American citixens. 

Bj order of Major General Washburn. 

WM. H. MORGAN, 
Maj^ €md AsnH. AdjuUmt GtmeraJL 



Mr. Snoard /o Lord Xrysat. 

Dbpabtmbnt op State, 

Waikingtaii^ Jtme 23, 1864. 

My Loan: Referring to your lordship's notes, heretofore acknowledged, < 
coining an alleged yiolation of the territorial jurisdiction of Great Britain, sit 
the island of Eieuthera, by the United States steamer Rhode Island, in a chaae 
ot the insurgent steamer Slargaret and Jessie, I have now the honor to place 
in your hands several copies of tbe proceedings of a naval court of inquiry,* 
which has been held for tbe purpose of investigating the transaction refened 
to. The proceeding appear to have been conducted with entire frankness and 
impartiality. All the evidence which was avdlable was submitted to them. 
The President finds no grounds for questioning the correctness of the condn- 
aion at which the court arrived, namely, that Commander Trenchard was de- 
sirous and anxious to avoid any violation of the British territorial jurisdictioa 
while chasine the Margaret and Jessie, and that, in the case in question, no 
violation of Uie territorial jurisdiction was committed. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 1 
Tant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^^ ^e^ ^c 



Mr. Seward to Lard Lj^iftu. |> 

Dbpartmbnt or Statb, ;>i 

Washington. June 24, 1864. [( j 
My Lqbd: I have the honor to acknowledge, with much satisfiiction, the re- 
ceipt of your note of the 15th instant, communicating to me the copy ot a dee* 

* Pablished in 1864, la pamphlet form, by the Navy Department. 

>S|' 
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patcb of tlie 8di instant, from his exceHencj tbe governor general of Conacbw 
in relation to the reoorted passage of persons hostile po the United States 
through St. John, aew Bronswick* ana to the precautions which his ex- 
cellency proposes to adopt to prevent anj infringement of the nentralitj of her 
llmesty's territories hj those or any other persons. 

I have the honor to be» with high considerations, mj lord, jonr obedient 
aemnt, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Loan Lyons, ^e^ ie^ ^e. 



Lard Ljfoms to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, June 24, 18C4. 

Sin : In a note which I had the honor to write to jon on the 24th ultimo, I 
stated that I trusted that jou would authorize me to inform the agents of 
Messieurs William Anderson, Saxon & company that the claim of that firm 
for payment for coals taken from Angra Pcquena by the United States ship 
Vanderbilt might be sent in, and that if the particulars were found to be cor- 
rect, it would be promptly satisfied. 

In the answer which you did me the honor to address to me, on the 25th 
ultimo, you observed that perhaps these particulars might make the case more 
dear. In order to place them before you, I forward to you herewith a letter 
addressed to you by Messieurs Anderson, Saxon & Company, which has been 
sent to me by the aeents under flyinz seal, and also a bill giving the particulars < 
as to the quantity of coals taken, and the sum demanded in pavment 

With regard to the remark made in your note, that it would be desirable to 
know for what purpose, and at whose instance, the coals were sent on board the 
Saxon, fit>m Cape Town to Angra Pequena, as well as to the statement in your 
previous note of the 16th of March, that the coals had notoriously been sent to 
supply the steamer Alabama, it is my duty to inform you that her Majesty's 
government are unable to assent to tne position, that if the coals were sent to 
supply the Alabama, the owners of them would be disentitled to compensation. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humUe servant^ 

LYONS. 

H<m. William H. Sbwahd, l^ ^e^ ^e. 



ifcMTt. JaiersMi, Ssxm 9f C^ U Mr, Seward. 

Caps Town, Capb op Gk>OD Hops, 

December 3, 1863. 
Si»: We have this day sent to Messrs. 0. J. and F. W. Coggill, of New 
York city, instructions, and a power of attorney, to act for us in ihe settlement 
of a claim against the United States government for coal taken by the United 
States steamer Yanderbilt, which we transmitted to you through Walter Gra- 
ham, esq., United States consul at this port. 

Should you decide to pay the bill, the Messrs. Coggpll will draw upon the 
Treasury Department, or otherwise, as you may direct 

We have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

WM. ANDERSON, SAXON k 00. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary tf StaU, WaAimgUm. 
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!• Walter Oralim, consul for tlio nnltei States at C^fm Tcrwm^ 3o krcbf 

rtiff that the fignatnre abore written is genuine, and that the power of atlsr- 

oej i^efxed to hM been shown to me» and that it is a gennine aoeoaneni ia al 



respects* 
In witi 



witness whereof^ I hare herennto affixed mj signatore and tlie seal of tUi 
consulate, this third daj of December* 1863. 

WALTER QRATTAM, 
IMied Staid Cmuwi, Gg^e 



TJU XJmiui Siat€$ Govenumeni tm William Anitrwm, Sax/om ^ Co^ Dr. 

1863. 

November 23. — ^To 250 tons coal taken fttMa Pengnia island, hy the boats 
and crew of the United States steamer Vuiderbilt, by order o£ Gap- 
tain Baldwin, on the 31st of October last, at ^ per ton J^lfi09 

Capb Town. 



Lari Lyoms (p Mr. Seward. 



WA8HI.XGT0N • Jicjie 24» 1864. 

Sin : I had on the 5th instant the honor to remind yon that yon had infonned 
me, on the 27th April preTionsly. that the military commisoon which had Inves- 
tigated the case of Mr. James McHngh had reported that in their judgment 
he should be released. 

You were so good as to state to roe, on the 10th instant, that yon had reeaDed 
the attention of the SccreUry of War to the case; but I have reason to fear 
that although two months or more hare elapsed since the military conunxesios 
recommended that Mr. McUogh should be released, this unfortunate man Instill 
in confinement at Fort Lafayette. 

I earnestly entreat that orders may without further delay be given for his 
restoration to liberty. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient» 
humble servant, 

LTOSa 

Hon. William H. Sbwahd, ^., ^r., ^c . 



Lord Ly<mi ta Mr. Seward. 

Washington, June 27, 1864. 

Sin : I placed in your hands on the 17th March last a memorandum pointing 
out the serious losses which were entailed upon manufacturers in Canada by 
the prohibition of the exportation of anthracite coal from the United States. In 
n note which you did me the honor to address to me on the following day, you 
observed, with reference to diis coal, that an element which had measuraldy 
influenced the policy of the United States government was the notorious fiiet 
that fuel of this chanicter was, for obvious reasons, preferred by blockade run- 
ners, who before the restriction went into effect were in the habit of supplying 
themselves with it at British ports in the neighborhood of the United States. 

The governor general of Uanada has requested me again to bring under the 
notice of the government of the United States the very serious inconvenienee 
to which the toide of Canada is subjected by the prohibition of the exportation 

41 c ♦ 
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tk 'ona tlie United States of coal of thia description, and to suggest that in the 

^vent of the prohibition beine withdrawn so far as relates to exportation made 

mloQg the interior line of frontier, the government of Canada would be prepared 

^liemselves to prohibit the exportation of anthracite coal from any port in the 

proirinee. 

Sj the adoption of this plan a valnable trade would be preserved both to the 
TJnited States and to Canada, without any risk being incurred of the coal's 
1>eiiig used to the prejudice of the United States by their enemies. It appears 
to the governor general that the commercial interests both of citizens of the 
TJnited States and of Canadians would be promoted ; that the objects to ob* 
tain which the prohibition of exportation was originally ordered would not be 
imperilled ; and that the peculiar situation of Canada, which would enable her 
strictly to carry into effect the conditions proposed, would prevent the conces- 
sion from being drawn into an inconvenient precedent. 

In recommending very earnestly the proposal of the Canadian government to 
the favorable consideration of the government of the United States, I will'only 
add, that the wants of the province have become very urgent, and that the 
value of the boon solicited would be in no small degree enhanced by prompt- 
ness in according it 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servantp 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwahd, 4^.. Sfc^ de. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmrnt op Statb, 

WoMhington, June 27, 1864. 

Uy Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's 
note of the 24th of June, together with the letter of Anaerson, Saxon & Oo^ 
in regard to coals taken by the United States ship Vanderbilt fh>m Angra Pe- 
quena. 

I regret that the parties interested in the claim for payment for this coal have 
not thought it proper to furnish information of the purpose for which the coal 
was sent to a place convenient for the resort of pirates, and outside of the juris- 
diction of maritime nations. I have also to regret that her Majesty's govern- 
ment, as you inform me, are unable to assent to the position that if the coal was 
sent to supply the Alabama, the owners would be disentitled to compensation. 

This government, under the circumstances, considers information upon this 
fact to be material before it can deem it proper to ^dmit the claim. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Sight Hon. Lord Lyons, SfCt ^e^ ijfc 



Lord Lyone to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, June 29, 1864. 
Sir: I am informed that in the department of the gulf the following oath it 
exacted from foreignerst 

^'Unitbd States op Ambrica, Dbpartmbnt op thb Oulp, 

** Qfice ProooH Marshal General 
<«NbW ORLlANSfM/ 

** I, , do solemnly swear that I am a subject of ; that I 

have never become or been a citisen of the United Sutes by naturalization or 
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otbcnrbe, nor lure I 3ccUred mj intenUcm to become toch cHiseB* bqt irotol 
at war political cIocImmi im thm United Stale«» nor done anj^ met ia derogatisB «f 
m J allcgianee to • 



** I do huther •oli'mnlj sweer diet* to lonf as mj gonemmcnt 
pcAce with the United States, I will do no act, nor aid, advice, or caoo e Mt that 
an/ be done, n<ir conceal any act done, or to be done, that sluJl aid, aoist, or 
comfort anj ol the eoemies or oppoteri of the United States* or the antliontjer 
^venimcnt theieoH** 

% 

It appears that this oath b exacted eren from Britbh enb|ects beloiiguig to 
the crews of British mcreliant ressds, and even in cases in wLick they nzTiTe at 
and depart from New Orleans on board the same TcsseL 

The oath, if it is to be construed literaUr, imposes npon subjects of licrMajes^ 
obligatioDi following them beyond the jnrisdictioQ of the United Stntes ; aasL 
such being the case, is objectionable in several particnhva. 

I beg jon to take into consideration the accompanying copies ot m oono- 
spondeuce on the subject whid has taken place between Majof Grenerml Banks 
and the acting British consol at New Orleans, and I trast that if it BhsU mtSl bo 
deemed necessary to exsct an oath from foreigners, measnres will be taken to 
substitute at once, for that in nse in the department of the goIC one sso^^eo* 
tionable in its terms. 

I have the honor to be, with the hii^est consideration, sir, y oar moet obedieBi; 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiixiAM H. Sbwaiid, ^ 4^ fc 



M^i^r GtMtrml Bmmkt lo Mr, CtffJBL 

BsADauARTRns Departmbnt of tab OiJi*r» 

Kew OrUant, May 28, 1864. 
Sir : Will yon please suggest to me what diange yon desire in the iienimJ 
oath to which yon alluded yesterday, and in what respect it conflicts with the 
rights of seamen or any other class of British subjects. 

N. P. BANKS. 
Major General Com 
G. CoppBLL, Esq. 



Mr.GffauJf^fwGamiBmiti. 

British Gon8ULAtb, 

Kew OrleanM^ May 30, 18S4. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the eommnnication of the 28th 
current, which yon have done me the honor to address to me, respecting the 
neutral oath, the subject of my remarks on the previous day, and, conformably 
with the desire expressed, I offer for your consideration the following considera- 
tions 

After a British vessd has been cleared for sea by the anUiorities, it is required 
that the crew, whether the same that arrived with the vessel or those shipped 
here, shall subscribe the neutral oath (t. e. if they are aliens) before the vesael 
is allowed to depart the port BriUsh subjects, properly registered as sndi, aie 
also required to subscribe the oath when obtaining a pass to leave this depart^ )/,/ 

ment for the north or for a foreign country. 



rrrr 
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In referring to the oath at now administered, it will be seen that in the first port 
the alien swears to the already proved fact of beinga foreigner ; for, before snbsorib- 
Ing, the applicant has to show a foreign passport or a consular certificate. The 
second part of the oath would seem to impose upon the neutral obligations 
binding when bejond the jurisdicdon of the United States, an obligation which, 
if expected or intended, can scarcelj be considered as consistent with the rights 
which the United States government has with resard to neutrals, nor the neutral 
British subject with his own soverdgn. I would, therefore, b^ to suggest for 
jouc consideration that ift the case of the crews of British vessels, and where 
the crew is the same as when the vessel anived in port, the oath be dispensed 
with ; and with r^rard to that class of Britbh subjects arriving at or departing 
from New Orleans by sea, that the oath be somewhat modified in the points I 
have named. I take the liberty of enclosing a copv of a neutral oath whicli lis 
imposed in one of the military departments (the Mississippi, I think) of the 
United States, believing that it may be considered as covering all the gronn ds 
of a neutral obligation. 

I desire it to be understood, general, that I offer these remarks in behalf of 
neutral Britbh subjects only, particularly those whose interests may call them 
to this department transiently, and in no way to interpose for any who, in con- 
tempt of her Majesty's proclamation, may violate the neutrality imposed upon 
all classes of her subjects. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to .renew my thanks for the prompt con- 
sideration and action always accorded the many and important matters i have 
had occasion to bring to your notice in the discluurge of my official duties. 

GEORGE COPPELL. 

Major General N. P. Banks, 

Untied StaUi Army. 



Mafor Otiuni AoiJb to Jfr. OopptIL 

Hbadquarters Dbpartmbnt of thb Gulf, 

Ntw Orleans, June 8, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that there are difficulties connected with 
the modification of the neutral oatn suggested by you, which deters me from 
adooting it at present. 

There are many American dtizens in this department, bom of English and 
French parents, who, to escape conscription, claim foreieni protection under the 
belief that the descendants of a subject do not lose the nationality of their 
ancestry. Such persons have not only participated in the elections of this 
country, but have avaOed themselves of all the privileges of natural-bom 
citizens. It seems but just that those who claim the privilege of neutrality 
should be required to make the declaration that they have not exercised toe 
privileps of citizens of die United States. 

Without undertaking to decide the question of neutrality in cases where such 
declaration cannot be made, and which may be reserved for special considera- 
tion, the interests of the government seem to demand that the general rule 
adopted in this department should be observed. If there be just cause for 
ehancnng the practice in regard to seamen who ship from this port upon the same 
vessels in which they arrive, I shall very gladly make the change upon a pro|ier 
representation ot the facts. 

N. P. BANKSp 
Major Generalf Commanding. 

O. CoFPBLU Esq 
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Lmd LmmtU Mr. 



8it : lo A note dated tiM fOth faMtuit, I kad tbe honor to call jrov i 
to an cffder of U»« militaiy aatkoritiM wX lleai|diitt forbidding ftntjgnaia ^ ^ 
djumed exomptioQ firoia nilitia tcrrieet to enga^ in tiada. 

The alaim and dictreM wktcli thk order and other mfastires adopted \rj' 
niflitarj ofBccrt at Memphis hare spread among her Majes^s rahjecU ; 
groat, and I receive nameroaa applicatiofis from them for adriea^ * 

ItniJit that jon win noTe the proper anthoritiea to take the matter hito I 
atloo withoat delaj. and I earaiestlj hope that jon will anthorise me to g;iw« %• 
Britt«h pnbjocu at Memphis inch deftnito infoimation reepeeting the riewa oC \ ^ 
Uiiit<^ States go v e r nment as may dissipate their appi^ensions* and enabln 
to U^A some scenrit j as to their ratnre poaitioa. 

I have the honor to be* with the highest consideration, sir, yoormoi 
humble serraat* 

LTOXaL 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Bbwakb^ 4^ 4^ tfc 



Mr. Sewmrd U Lmd L^fmm. 

DsPAaTMBXT or State, 

WoMkingicm. Jaaa 3Q, 1864. 

Hy Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr note of the 
ISth insUnt, in which, under instmctions of h^ Majesty's principal a e a e taij ^f 
state for foreign affairst yon make known to this government the sntpkiomi 
entertained by her Maic8ty*s commissioners at London respecting the Ameriena 
brieantine Myra. which vessel had arrived at the poit of Massamedea om. the 
23d of February last, under such drcumstances as to induce a belief that Ae 
was intended to be employed in the slave trsde. In reply. I have the hoiftor 
to thank vour lordship for this iuformationt and to inform you that I have com* 
municated it to the Secretary of the Navy. 

I have the honor to be. with the highest consideration, my lord, yonr ^l^^^^r^ 
servant. 

WnUAM SL SEWAIOK 

Bight Hon. Loan Lyoxs. fge^ fgcn tfc 



Mr. Seward la Jjord XjfMt. 



Dbfahtmbntop Statb, 
WaMkingt4m. July 1. 1864. 
My Losn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of llie 
24th ultimo, relative to the case of Mr. McHugh, a prisoner in Fort La&yctte. 
I now have the honor to acquaint your lordship, in reply, that the Secretary of 
War has informed this department that the discharge of the prisoner haa been 
ocdered. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obefienft i 

WILLIAM H. SBWABB. 



Right Hon. Lobd Lyoiis, |e^ |e^ 4^ 



^^_.- 
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3^. Seward to Lord Lyomo. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 
Washington, July 5. 1864. 
Hy Lord : I bare the honor to enclose a cop^ of a desjxatcfa of the 4th iiltuno» 
2^0. 48* from the United States consul at St. John, Newfoundlandt in which he 
informs me that the colonial government are sending to Boston, bj the British 
l>rig Arthur* three pardoned criminals, named Hurley, Shea, and Nowlan. 

1 would esteem it a favor in your lordship to cause an inquiry into the mattert 
tor the information of this department. 

I have the honor to be^ with high consideration, my lord, your obedient i 

T«Ilt» 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Kght Hon. Lord Lyons, ^r^ ^^ ijfc. 



Mr. LMcfc to Mr. F. IT. SnoofA 

No. 48.] CoNSCLATB OF U. S. OP America for Newfoundland, 

St. John, June 4, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that the colonial government are sending 
to Boston, bv the British brig Arthur, three pardoned criminals, named, respect* 
ivelv, Daniel Hurley, Biyan Shea, and James Nowlan. 

Shea was formerly a member of the British army ; he was convicted of shop- 
breaking ; the other two, I think, were arrested for larceny. 
I cannot get further particulars, as the vessel is ready to saiL 
I have notified the collector of customs at Boston. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant* 

CONVERS O. LEAOH, 

United Statee ContuL 
F. W. Seward, Esq^ 

Auistani Semtary ^ State, Washington. 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, Jtr/y 6, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit to you a copy of a despatch which I have re* 
eeived from the acting British consul at New Orleans, and a copy of the militaiy 
order to which it refers. 

Tou will pereeivie that the order in question establishes regulations respecting 
ffold at New Orleans, which intafere with the free control of property ot diis 
description* and. appear to cause inconvenience to British merchants at that 
phee. 

I shall be much obliged if you will take the order into consideration, and com- 
municate to me the views of the United States government on the subject 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration* sir* your most obedient* 
hnmUe iervant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^e^ie^ie. 
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Baitish Coiisulatb. 

Ktm OfUatu^ Jume 23» 1864. 

Jlr Loto: I leeoi H nroper to Mw to your l<»dthip*s iiotiee m mflitur 
order that bat been promiugated ia thii department respecting gold eom. as I 
hare been consulted bj Bridsb mercbanta as to tbo conseonenco of a irfyuM l lo 
obey sucb an order, tbej beliering it to be in riolatioii oi the treatT- by wluck 
ther are residents and cany on bo sineaa hero. 

From the order, a copj of which I haTO the honor to enclose het cw il h^ it will 
be seen that all gold coin arriTin|^ at, or which has been already imported to thin 
portv is ordered to be deosited with the assistant treasurer of the United States; 
the owner having no control OTer his propertj. 

To^aj a British merchant, Mr. Archibald Montgomerj, ^plied to tbe treaa 
nrer for gold which had been taken to the treasurj from the ateamahip'a last 
arrival from New Tork» and which had been sent to Mr. Montgomery in par- 
ment for merchandise he had shipped to that port, hot he was informed tbat M 
could not obtain his gold unless it was to be ezpotted to a loyal State or to a 
foreign country, or for payment of dutiea. I hare, of course, recommen^ei 
obedience to tlie order, and hare informed those who have spoken to me on die 
subject that I would lefer the matter to yonr lorddiip. 
I hare, iot^ 

G. COPPEI-L. 

LoBD Lyons, ^c, ^e^ ijfc. 



nBADaTJARTBaa Depabtmbbtt op thb Gulp* 

New OrUtttu, June 18, 1864. 
Gbnbkal Ordbk^ I » 

No. 75. I 

1. All shipments of gold to the port of New Orleans from this date, unleaa 
otherwise specially authorized by the eovemment at Washington, will be depoe- 
ited with the assistant treasurer of Uie United States, to be deHvered to coa* 
signees or claimants only upon satisfactory assurances that it will not be used 
in contravention of the regulations of tM Treasury and War Departments or 
the laws of the United Butes. 

2. All parties to whom consignments of gold hare heretofore been made aie 
directed to deposit the same with the assistant treasurer of the United States, 
subject to the above regulations. The provost marshal general is directed to 
enforce a strict observance of this order. 

By command of Major Greneral Banks : 

OLIVER MATHEWS, 

AMtitioMt AdjuUuU GenertJ. 



Lard Lymu tp Mr. Seward. 

WASHINQTOlf, Julg 8, 1864. 

Sib : I have the honcnr to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 6tk 
instant, and to inform you that I have lost no time in asking tbe governor of 
Newfoundland to enable me to furnish you with the information whidi you d^irs 
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to obtain respecting a statement that ^hree pardoned criminals bad been sent 
from St. Jobn to Boiston. 

I bave tbe bonor to be, witb tbe bigbest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
bumble servant, 

LYONS- 

Hon. William H. Seward, Sfc^ ^e^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lard Lyom* 



Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Washington, July 8, 1864. 

My Lohd: Roferring to your notes of tbe 19tb of December, 1863, and 2d 
Harcb, 1864, in regard to tbe case of tbe Labuan, I bave tbe bonor to inform 
your lordsbip tbat, upon tbe receipt of tbose notes, a co[)y of eacb was sent to 
the attorney of tbe United States for tbe soutbem district of New York, witb 
a view to expediting bis proceedings under tbe instructions of that department. 
Your lordsbip is already aware tbat tbose proceedings have been awaiting 
evidence, which the United States consul at Matamoras was instructed to pro- 
cure and forward to the district attorney. Notwithstanding repeated renewals 
of the instruction to tbe consul, owing tb tbe distance of tbat port, and to other 
obvious causes, be has hitherto failed to procure the testimony ; and as such 
testimony is essential to a proper determination of the question of damages, tbe 
adjustment of tbe claim has, to tbe great regret of this department, been una- 
voidably delayed. 

I bave the bonor to be, witb bigb consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, de^ £c^ Ac * 



-JIfr. SeuHird to Lord Lyon*. 



Department of State, 

WaMhington, July 8, 1864. 
Uy Lc»rd : I bave tbe bonor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your note of tbe 
27tb ultimo, relative to the losses entailed upon manu&cturers in Canada by 
tbe probibidon of tbe exportation of anthracite coal from tbe United States, and 
suggesting, at tbe instance of his excellency the governor eeneral, tbe witb- 
drawal of the prohibition upon certain conditions. In reply, I bave tbe bonor 
to inform your lordship tbat the subject will receive attention. 

I bave tbe bonor to be, witb bigb consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bigbt Hon. Lord Lyons, Ae^ 9fe^ ^ 



Lord LyonM to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, July 11, 1864. 

Sir : It has been represented to bor Majesty's government that in the case 
of a British steam vessel, tbe Peari, which was released by the nrize court at 
Kev West, the United States district attorney has caused an appeal to be entered 
before tbe Supreme Court of the United States. 
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Her Vajcst7*8 g o T erom cnt are adTbed that H was eertainl j eoinpeteot to th» 
dbtrkt attorney to Uke this ooune* Imt tliat U b not a asoal one, ana tlmt H iB^^ 
under tbe circumstancea, be regurded as a hanh proceeding. Her '%lMJemtj*m 
goremment hare accordingly inttnicted me to point out to yov tlie luurdship 
which this proceeding iuflicU npoa the owners of the Pearl, and to endeawor bjr 
friendly reiiresi^ntations to obuin an abandonroent of the appeaL 

I tmft tliat an examination of the ca«e« condnetcd in an eqahable and liberal 
ppirit, will lead the gorerument of the United States to giro dircctioBS thmt ikm 
apoeal be not proceeded with. 

1 have the honor to be, with the highest eontideratioSt >ir» jmir nost obediost* 
hnmhle fenrant* 

LYOKS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4^ 4^ 4^ 



Lard Ljfomt ta Mr. SewmrJL 



WA6H1XGT03I, Jtc/jf 11» 1864. 

Si II : Her Majesty's goremment have had nnder their consideration the pro- 
clamation of the Prc^sidcnt of the United Sutes of the 18th Febmaiy last, setting 
forth certain conditions nnder which trade may be carried on wiUi the port or 
Brownsville, in Texas. 

As her Majesty's government understand this matter, it appears that the al- 
leged blockade of Brownsville is at an end, bnt that certain commercial re- 
strictions, stated to be rcouircd by the exigencies of the United States govern- 
ment, are still in force. It may be competent to the United States gevenunent 
to establish these restrictions, and enforce them impartially against all persons; 
bnt her Majesty's government think that, at all events, the imposing soeh re- 
strictions should be placed on its right footing, as an act of state neoessi^» mod 
not be treated as an incident of the rieht of blockade. 

Her Majesty's government have, therefore, instructed me to intimate to the 
government of the United States their opinion, that the belligerent right of 
blockade cannot be lawfully enforced against neutrals by a belligerent who is In 
actual possession of the port alleged to be blockaded. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient» 
humble servant, 

LYONS, 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^e^ 4^ 4c 



Lord Lyomi l# J&. Seward. 



I : 



• Washington, Jtdg 11. 1864 / 

Sia : I have the honor to submit to yon an extract irom a letter addressed to ; 

her Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign afiairs, in which it is stated ^' 

that two apprentices belons^ng to the British bark Cnzco had deserted that ship ll 

at Valparaiso, and been taken on board the United States ship St Maiy'a. ;j 

I beg yon to cause an investigation of diis matter to he made, and to ooa* ||^ 

municate the result to me, for the information ct her Majesty's secretary of it 
state. 

I have the honor to he, with the highest consideration, sir,yoar most ohedient* . 

hnmble servant* * ;] 

LTONa 

Hon. William H.^Sbwabd, 4^ 4^ tc j 
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Exiratijfwm « letter from Mr. Wittiam Nicoi to Lord Rm$$tU^ iutU 7 Swetting $trt€t^ DoU 
otrui. Liverpool^ June 18, 1864. 

"Bja recent nuul from Vftlparaiso I was informed by Captain McPberson* of 
the Britisb bark CnzoOt of wbicb I am owner, that two apprentices had deserted 
his ship, and that after spending several days in inquiring for them, we traced 
them to the American ship-of-war St Mary's. 

** Captain McPherson states that he went on board the St Mary's and de- 
manded that these boys, beine apprentices of his ship, should be given up. I 
regret to say, however, that the commander of the vessel gave him no satisfac- 
tion, only replying that the bovs could not be found without a deal of trouble. 
As the Cuzco was then ready for sea, and had already lost so much time waiting 
for the boys. Captain McPherson was under the necessity of sailing without 
them. 

** I may mention that the parents and securities of the boys are pressing me 
to move in the matter." 



Lord Lyon* to Mr. SevxtrJL 

Washington, July 12, 1864. 

Sir : With reference to your note of the 24th May last, and to my answer 
of the 6th ultimo, concerning resolutions passed by the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York, with respect to the affair of the Chesapeake, I am directed by 
her Migesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs to inform you that 
he has^caused a copy of those resolutions to be transmitted to the Colonial De- 
partment, with a request that the resolution in acknowledgment of the proceed- 
ings of the ma^strate who had charge of the Chesapeake may be communicated 
to nim. Her Majesty's secretary of state has moreover caused to be transmitted 
to Sir Samuel Cunard a copy of the resolution on the subject of the assistance 
rendered by Messrs. Cunard & Co.'s agency at Halifax to the United States 
ship Ella and Annie. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, ^ ^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyomi. 

Dbpahtmbnt op Statb, 

Wa9hingtoii, July 13, 1864. 
My Lord: Referring to vour communication of the 13th ultimo, in which un- 
der the instruction of her Majesty's govemment^our lordship presents the views 
taken by them of the conduct of the military officers and of the government of 
the United States in regard to the case of James Hardcastle who came to his 
death from the effect of a shot fired by a sentinel at the Old Capitol prison. I 
have the honor to enclose in reply, a copy of letter of the 8th instant, from the 
Secretary of War, and of the report of Judge Advocate Gkmeral Holt which ac- 
companied H. 

Having careftdly considered vour lordship's note, and having weighed the re- 
port of General Holt with ^ual care, I feet compelled to adopt the conclusk>ns 
of the latter. 

bsAO the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser* 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord LyonSi Ifc^ ic^ ^e. 
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Wab Dbpaetmbnt, 

WiiMkingUnh My 8, 1S64» 
SiB: I bare the lionor to transmit, bcrewith, acopj of the opinkm of Xodge 
Advocate General Holt to wbom agreeably to tbe request made in your letter a£ 
tbe 16tfa ultimo, tbe eopj of tbe note of iJord Lyons wbicb accompanied it, vela- 
tive to tbe dcatb of James Hardeastle, from tbe effect of a sbot fired by a seciti- 
nel at tbe Old Capitol prison, wbere be was confined, was referred tar a i 
of tbe wbole ease. 

I am, sir, your obedient serrantt 

EDWIN M. BTANTON. 

Seerelaryif War^ 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 

SecrtUnry if SUiU. 



Mr.HoUuMr.SUmiML 

JuDGB Adyocatb Gbn rbal's Officb» 

WtuAingUm, June 30, 1864. 

In tbe case of Jobn Hardeastle, a Britisb subject, referred to me for report i 
der your indorsement of tbe 17tb instant, I bave tbe bonor to submit as follows s 

In tbis case a formal report was made from tbis oflSoe under date of October 
22d last, in wbicb tbe facts in regard to tbe arrest and confinement of dus party, 
and bis subsequent dcatb at tbe Carroll prison, in Wasbington, wbere be was ae^ 
cidentally sbot by a sentry, were set fmtb at lenctb. Tbe condusi(m wasibere 
arrived at tbat sucb arrest and detention in conmiement were fully warrantedt 
and tbat bis deatb was a natural consequence of lus permstent disr^jard of the 
salutary rules of discipline establisbed at tbe prison. 

Tbese views ba\ing been adopted bv tbis government, and farmallymade' 
known to tbe Britisb minister, tbe latter bas now, under date of tbe 13tb instant* 
communicated anew witb tbe bonorable Secretary of State in r^^aid to tbe ease 
of Uardcastle, wbicb bas tbus been reopened for consideratMNi. 

In tbis communication, wbicb bas been referred to tbis office. Lord Lyons r^ 
monstratef against tbe proceedings of tbis government in the ease, and bases bis 
remonstrance upon tbe following grounds: 

(1.) Tbat Hardeastle having once been formally received within the federal 
lines, under a flag of truce, became entitled, to all intents and purposes to the 
privileges of what is known in international law as a safe condmct; that he was 
therefore entitled to pass without restnunt throng our tenritoiy, and thai bis 
detention and imprisonment were without justificatioa. 

(2.) Tbat tbe reasons given by tbe Untt^ States government for the ori£:inal 
arrest of Hardeastle, to wit, that be had been engaged in a violation of thelaws 
of war, are insufficient, inasmuch as no evidence of sucb guHt is shown to have 
been made to appear at tbe time of tbe arrest. That, on the contrary, the only 
evidence thereof wbicb is presented is shown to have been deduced after lus mt* 
prisonment and to consist of admissions made by him to the superintendent of 
the prison. 

(3.) That upon tbe fint invesUgadon of the matter as reported to her Mi^es* 
ty*s government, it was not mentioned that Hardeastle, as wcJI as Fleasonton, had 
extended bis bead above the screen before tbe prison window at the time of 
the shooting; that a statement to this effect was made only upon the eectmd in* 
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VestigadoD of tbe facts on tbe case* and that it is hardlj possible to conedve . 
that so important a statement, iftrue^ should not have been presented at theontset. 
Upon these grounds* it is represented by the British minister that the explana- 
Uon made by onr government in regard to the proceedings which led to the death 
of HardcasUe is deemed unsatisfactorj» and that her Majesty's government 
reserve to themselves the right of presenting a claim for compensation to the 
government of the United States, should any such be hereafter advanced by the 
relalives of the deceased. 

To the several arguments put forth in the remonstrance of Lord Lyons it is 
answered briefly as follows : 

1. That the reception of a person within mllitair lines, under a flag of truce* 
can be held to operate as a safe conduct, allowing him a free passage within the 
territoiy of the power whose lines he has entered, is a proposition believed to be 
ouite unsupported by the authorities upon public law. The safe conduct and 
toe fli^ of truee are conceived to difier most materially both in their nature and 
in their purpose, llie former, like a passport or safeguard, in connxtion with 
which it is treated in the books, is a formal and specific instrument in writing, 
issued by the sovereign authority, and generally to an enemy, and for some 
purpose of public policy. It au^orizes, m terms, the party to whom it is issued 
to nass through the territory of the sovereign alone, or with his family, servants, 
ana effects, as the case may be. It is more commonly granted to a public 
mimster, (Poison, p. 98,) or to some personage entitled under the comitat gentium 
U^ such privilege, to whom tlio sovereign is thereupon bound to afford fall pro- 
tection against any of his subjects or forces, and whom he must indemnify for 
any injury that may be sustained by reason of a violation of the security thus 
solemnly guaianteecL At the same time, since the pri\ilege granted is " so fur a 
dispensation from the legal effects of war, the instrument of safe conduct is always 
strictly construed,*' and it is usual to set forth therein " every particular branc h 
and extent of the indulgence " thereby conveyed. See I Kent, p. 162 ; Vattel, 
ch. 17 ; Woolsey, sec 147. 

The flag of truce, on the contrary, is a much simpler and more familiar pro- 
ceeding. It is used for a great variety of purposes ; is not limited to persons or 
subjects, and the object of its employment is not required to be stated in writing. 
In many cases during a cessation of active operations, it is no more than an 
informal means of communication established oetween armies for mutual con- 
venience. But beyond affording a safe communication and trausit from the one 
to the other, it is conceived to be ordinarily, and in the absence of any special 
coQventiony without efficacy. The protection which it insures is understood to 
be temporary and limited ; and that Uiis should be continued after the immediate 
misnon of the flag has been accomplished is believed never to have been 
intended, since such an extension of its privilege would be to disarm the ordinary 
poliee jurisdictiQn to which aU strangers entering the lines of an army are 
required to be subjected. 

At the time of the arrival of Hardcastle, the flag-of-truce boat on the 
Bappahannock had become a frequent means of passage oetween the two armies, 
dien comparatively inactive. Under these circumstances it was inevitable that 
parties personally unknown to the authorities should sometimes be received 
within our lines whose character and antecedents could not at the moment be 
disclosed. Such persons, therefore, were necessarily received, subject to such 
examination and detention as midit be deemed prudent and proper. Protected 
by the fla^ during their transit, Vicj were regained as prima jade entitled to 
enter our lines, but while so far privileged they were not exemoted from the 
ordinary police control, or regarded as having an unquestionable daim to a 
passport to proceed to the north. 

Tne rules thus adopted in our armies, and, as it is understood, in those of the 
enemy also» were found i^bsolntely essential to the protection of the government 
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against the designs of parties liostOe to its interests, and are r^arcled aia in bo 
respect in derogation of the principles of public law in regard to the pruviuee 
of the flag of truce. It is submitted, therufore, that the reception of Hardeaatle 
under the flag cannot be held to have entitled him to the privfl^es of m saJe 
conduct through our territorj. but that his detention upon the reasonable 
eprounds of suspicion set forth in the onginal papers was a measure of whioh !•• 
had no right to complain, and which, whether it ma^ have resulted in his speedy 
deliverance, in his being sent back to the enemy's Imes, or in his being hdd mm m 
criminal, was fully warranted by the laws of war. 

The distinction which has thus been presented between the privilege of m 
person who holds a formal safe conduct and that of one arriving at our lioee 
under a flag of truce, is well illustrated by an observation of VattaL 

This writer, after speaking of the rights conveyed by a safe conduct* remsuc^ke. 
as follows: 

^ The case is diflerent from that of an enemy coming into our country doriiu^ 
a truce ; to the latter we have made no particular promise ; he, at his own peciU 
takes advantage of a general liberty allowed by the suspension of hostiiitaes. 
All we have promised to the enemy is to forbear hostilities for a certain timeb 
and at the expiration of that term it is a matter of importance to us that ire 
be at liberty to let the war take its course without bdng impeded by a variety 
of excuses and pretexts.** (Vattell, ch. xvu.) 

With the same reason it may be said of one who takes advantage of the tem- 
porary truce, of which the white flag is the signal, that he is entitled to that ad* 
vantage only while such truce endures. He comes to us under the suspension 
of hostilities, which, upon the exhibition of such a signal, is humandy permitted 
by belligerents. But he comes under no promise on our part for the futuie^ 
and at his peril. At the expiration of the term of truce, to wit, after the fla|^ 
has returned, it is a matter of importance, if not of absolute necessity with na* 
that we be at liberty to enforce the ordinary laws of war in regard to him, if 
suspected of being an enemy, and this without our being imped^ by the teeli- 
nical excuse, on bis part, that he is still entitled to the privitq;e8 or the truoe* 
although that truce has come to an end. 

But, further, even if it could be muted that Hardcastle, when adnutted to 
our lines, was practically placed under a safe conduct, it is conceived that suc^ 
safe conduct in nowise prevented his being detained in arrest for good cause. ' 
The authorities agree that the privileges of a safe conduct may be forfeited by ' 
the misconduct of the party to whom it is issued, and that he may, thereupon* 
be restrained of his liberty for a reasonable time, or, in an extreme case, may 
be confined and treated as a captive. 

Such is the case of one who, after having received a safe conduct, engages m 
intrigues against the state, or acts as a spy. In such an event if his guilt is 
evident, he may, as in the case of Andre, quoted by Woosley, (§ 147,) be seised 
and treated as a criminal ; or in a case of less gravity, he may, as indicated by 
Vattell, (ch. xvii,) be detained for a reasonable time, dt hsne eue^ and until tM 
grounds for such detention have ceased to exist. 

Where, then, as in the case of Hardcastle, a person previously quite unknown 
to our authorities is received within our lines, and upon examination of his pe> 
pers a reasonable suspicion attaches, that he is travelling under an assumed chlar- ! . 

acter, and with false credentials, that in fact he has ^n engaged in violating ]; 

the laws of war, may be not fairly be deemed a proper subject for at least tho || 

temporary detention warranted by the principle of law whidi has been cited t I 

Can, therefore, our military authorities be regarded as having been involved io // 

a breach of intemational law in forwarding the suspected party in arrest to tha > \ 

nearest point at which a proper inquiry could be instituted in reg^urd to his aa- ); 

tecedentst On. the contrary, does not that law fully justify an arrest under {{ 

those circumstances, as a precaution necessary in time of war, for the pvotee* |j 

tion id the state against an insidious enemy t { i 
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It remains only to add that the tena ** safe conduct *^ as introduced in tbe 
report of this office of October 22d last* in the conrse of the remarks made in 
regard to the flog of truce, in this case was employed, as will be seen by refer* 
ring to the context, in the sense only in which it is sometimes used in common 
panance, and not in its technical or l^al sense, the safe conduct alluded to be- 
ing limited to the protection given hj the flag during the transit between two 
hostile armies. 

2. The argument next advanced by the British minister to show that the 
arrest of Haracastle was not justified has been received with some surprise, and 
must, it is conceived, be regarded as one of minor importance, not calling for an 
extended replj. It is true that the reasons which induced Brigndier General 
Patrick, provost marshal general of the army of the Potomac, to send Hard- 
castle forward in arrest, do not fullj appear. It is, however, officially reported 
that with him was transmitted a conununication from that officer, in which the 
genuineness of the credentials produced by the prisoner was called in question; 
and it was no doubt on account of their apparent want of genuineness, (which 
must necessarily have excited a suspidon that the bearer was not what he as- 
sumed to be,) that the arrest was deemed expedient. It is proper to infer that 
the provost marshal eeneral exercised a prudlent discretion in tiie matter, and 
that he was honestfy persuaded that the arrest and further examination of 
Hardcastle would be for the public interest His act has, tiicrcfore, been ap- 
proved by the United States government, as that of an officer of rank and high 
character engaged in the careful and faithful performance of his duties. 

But can the argument that this arrest was without cause be fairly or gener- 
ously pressed at this late date, and alter the full and voluntary confessions made 
by MMrdcasde of his overt acts of hostility to tiiis government have been 
brought to the attention of her Majesty's government t These confessions thus 
freely and deliberately made, and appearing as they do in the formal detailed 
report of an officer specially called upon to communicate the precise facts in the 
case, are regarded by this government as evidence of a very high and most sat- 
isfactory character, and as none the less controlling because the party who 
made them is not now able, by reason of his death, to add any qualilication 
thereto. They were evidently made intelligently, and in such a tone as to 
leave it ta be supposed that the narrator took a pride in having committed the 
crimes which he disclosed, and it is deemed haroly possible to doubt that they 
were committed as confessed. 

In view, therefore, of these personal statements, which, while they would have 
warranted the permanent confinement or trial of Hardcastle, certainly justify 
the suspicion entcfrtaiued by Grcneral Patrick, is it not, it may be asked, a 
more liberal view of the case to approve the action taken by that officer, as at 
least the suggestion of an honest discretion, than, while excluding the light de- 
rived from Uie subsequent histoiy of the case, to regard such action as an arbi- 
trary and reckless proceeding t 

3. The third consideration advanced by Lord Lyons remains to be very briefly 
noticed. It is quite true that the facts in regard to the position of . Hturdcastle 
when shot by the sentry were not fully set forth upon the preliminarr investi- 
gation <^ the case as reported to her Miyesty's government. But in the report 
presented immediately taier the occurrence— that of General Martindale, military 
governor, of June 15, 1863 — ^it is not stated that Hardcastie was not leaning 
ont of die window, or extending his head above the screen, but only that Fleas- 
anton, his comrade, was the person ** chiefly guilty'* in these respects. At the 
same time, it was remarked by that officer thi^ it was intended to "examine the 
ease fUlv and minutely ,'' and this, too, with a view to the trial of the sentiy 
upon a charge of murder. Accordingly, in the subsequent and final report of 
this officer» of August 31 following, as wdl as in that of superintendent Wood 
of Anguat 29» the precise facts* as they occorrodv were set forth upon the tes* 
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timon J of cye-wttpe B t o ; and mmoog other thiogt H was diadosed tlamt I 
caatle at tha time of tba shooting was loolunc orer the screen of tli^e ^mriadaw 
fai cnrnpaaj with his fenow-prisontr. Is it Jnsl to claim that this etmtemeat 
way untmchccanse not made in aneailier and orief report, prolesscdljioooanpleitt* 
and preliminarj to one which was to he hased npon a foil and graw^e ioqniix 
and examination t As well might it he maintained that the testimonj proa^ted 
npon a formal criminal trial was not to he credited, hecanse not addneed io all 
its details, npon the prelimiaaiy examinatioQ of tlie suspected partj iMsfore a 
magistrate. 

From these comments npon the eommnnication of Lord Lyons it will 
ceived that the conclusions of this oAee, as hefore ezpreued in this 
regard to hoth the law and the facts, hare been in no respect modified. 

As heretofore the decided opinion b entertained that the arrest and ' 
of Hardcastle, in the first instance, were lawfiil and proper ; that he i 
factorilj prored to hare forfeited his rights of neutrality both bj his < 
of intense hostility to this coTemment, and by his riolation of the laws of 
in his originally passing widiout authority firtmi our territory to that of tlie rel>- 
els, and holding intercourse with the latter ; that his continued confinement aa a 
dangerous and bitter enemy was warranted by this proof; and, lastly, tluat he 
thonehtlcssly if not wantonly exposed his life, by a persistent disregard of tba 
regulations established for the security of his prison, as well as for his owa iwell- 
being as a prisoner. 

J. HOLT. 
Judge Advocate Genermlm 

Hon. E. A. STAirroif, 

Secretary of War. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyome. 



Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

WashmgUm, fyly 13, 1864. 

Hy Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note, of the 
11th instant, presenting the views of her Majesty's gOTemment in regard to the 
conditions prescribed in the proclamation of the President of the United States 
of the 18th of February last, for the regulation of trade with the port id Browns- 
ville, in Texas. 

I have the honor to state, in reply, that it is considered that this government 
has a right to insist, in view of its military occupation and possession ot the 
port of Brownsville, upon the regulations, and to enforce the nlockade as to aU 
the regions lying adjacent to that port, without the lines of militaiy occupation. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ac 
Tant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lobd Lyons, ^c i^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyome. 



Dbpartm BNT OP State, 

Wathingtoa. July i:», 1864, 

My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of the 6th instant, in regard to a military order of tlie 18th ultimo, issued 
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by Major General Banks at New Orleans, respecting gold, and to inform ^onr 
lordship that I will take the subject into consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser> 
vant, 

WILLIA3I H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, Sfc^ ^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lard LycM. 



Department op State, 

Wathingtan^ Jultj 18, 1864. 
Hy Lord: I have the honor to inform your lordship that in a despatch of 
the 14th instant, addressed to this department by the United States consul at 
St John, New Brunswick, he states that satisfactory evidence had been fumishod 
to him that one Major William UoUins, late of the insurgent service, is organizing 
in the vicinity of St John a force with which to commit depredations on the 
Maine frontier ; that there is reason to believe that the notorious James McDondd, 
and a person by the name of Jones, are concerned in this movement ; that it is 
said to be the design of HoUins to make an effort to march a small force through 
the northern States to Kentucky ; that he affirms that he is authorized by the 
so-called confederate authorities to bum and destroy, and to show no quarter ; 
that on the night of the 13th instant a small party left St John, fully armed 
and prepared ^r some desperate enterprise, who represent that they are to be 
loined somewhere in the State of Maine by other men with whom they are in 
league. 

I will thank your lordship to call the attention of his excellency the governor 
of New Brunswick to these statements, in order that the proper officers may be 
»ut upon their guard, with a view to prevent any violation of the neutrality of 
ler Majesty's territory which may be contemplated. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vaDt» 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD, 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^ ^ 9gc 



Lard Lyont to Mr. Seward. 



Washixoton, July 19, 1864. 

Sir : I have to-day had the honor to receive a note from you, dated yesterday, 
in which you inform me tlut it is reported to you by the United States consul 
at St John, New Brunswick, that a force is bemg organized in the neighborhood 
of tbat place, for the purpose of committing depredations on the frontier of Maine. 

I have lost no time in calling the attention of the administrator of the govern- 
ment of the province of New Brunswick to this matter. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr most obedient^ 
humble servanty 

LYONS, 

Hon. William H. 8bward» ^c^^Cn ^e. 



. A*... .> ., ^^ . .Ka m. -<^^ 
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Lard Lffoms to Mr. Seward, 

Washington, July 19* 1864. 

Sib : On tlie IStb of May last, I had the honor to Address to you a Jkot/C re> 
spccting certain measares adopted by the mOitary authoiities at Memphis nrltli 
regard to foreigners, and on the 19th and 30th of the same month yoa w^ere so 
good as to write to me io answer to that note. 

On the 20th nltimo I addressed a note to yon, calling your attention to aut 
order of the military authorities at Memphis, which directed that no person ex* 
empted from service in the militia on the ground of his being a foreign subject 
should be allowed to engage in business at that place. 

On the 30th ultimo I again addressed yon on this matter, and I ventared to 
express an earnest hope that you would authorize me to give to British subjects 
at I^Icmpbis such definite information respecting the views of the govemmeot of 
die United States as would dissipate their apprehensions and enable them to 
feel some security as to their future position. 

It is now my duty to beg tou to tike into consideration a further order issned 
on the 9th instant by the military authorities at Memphis, of which I do myscJjf* 
the honor to transmit a copy to you herewith. Tou will perceive that all foreign 
subjects and citizens within tbe district of Memphis claiming exemption from Cfao 
Memphis militia by reason of alienage, and engaged in business of any charade 
are required to enrol themselves for the defence of the city within ten days, and 
are threatened with arrest and punishment in case of failure. 

I must once more earnestly beg you to give your attention to these matters* 
and to adopt without delay some measures for the relief of subjects of friendlj' 
powers, whose duty to their o^vn sovereigns forbids their taking np arms os 
either side hi the existing war. 

I have the honor to oe, with the highest consideration, air, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ifc^ i^^ ^ 



[QeDeral Orders, No. 23.] 
HSADaCABTBRS IST BrIOADB ENROLLED MiLITIA, D. IL, 

Memphis, Tcum., Jir/y 9, 1864. 
Pursuant to circular from headquarters district of West Tennessee, of date 
June 2, 18C4, which required all forer^ subjects, and citizens within the district 
of Memphis claiming exemption from the Memphis militia by reason of alienage, 
and engaged in busmess of any character, to enrol themselves for the defence 
of the city ; and whereas many persons of the above class are still evading tbe 
requirements of said circular, it is therefore ordered that they report to theae (§ 

headquarters for the purpose of cT^.rolment within ten days from date. Persona ! 

failing to comply with this order vnll subject themselves to arrest and punish- ' 

ment. 

By order of Colonel F. W. Buttenghaut. ^ 

MAEK D. FLOWER, 

Aiiietant AdJMiant General. 

Ijord Lyons io Mr. Seward. j 

Washington, July SO* ]86i. 
Sir ; With reference to my note of yesterday, I have the honor to endoee 
i>t your information a copy of a telegraphic message which I have received froa 
48 » 
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the administrator of the government of New Bmnswick, in answer to a telegram 
which I despatched to him on receiving yonr note of the 18th instant, relative 
to information which had reached yon that attempts were behig made tooi^an- 
ize a force in the neighborhood of St John to comnut depredations on the Son- 
tiers of Maine. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Uon. William H. Seward. 



Jtr. Cote f • Lord Ljiomu 
[Telegram.] 

Fredbrickton, N. B^ 

July 19, 1864. 

A person calling himself Captain Collins, (not Hollins,) with two others, were 
arrested while.breaking into Calais Bank. Quite certain that no raid is contem- 
plated from this quarter ; my attention has been called to subject from reports 
put in circulation nere a day or two since. 

J. COLE, AdmiHutratar, 

To Lord Lyons 



JUr. Seward to Lard Ljfon*. 



Department op State, 

Washington, July 20, 1864. 

My Lord : Recurring to that portion of your note of the 21st of May last 
which relates to the treatment and imprisonment of the crew of the Sylvanus, I 
have the honor to communicate a copy of a letter of the 17th ultimo, and of its 
accompaniments upon the subject, from the Secretary of the Navy, in which are 
stated the reasons for placing the crew of that vessel in irons. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLLAM IL SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, Sfc, ^r., ^ 



Jfr irttte$U Mr. Seward. 

Navy Department, 

WashUgtoH, June 17, 1864. 
Sir : Referring to my letter of the 10th instant, I have the honor to enclose 
herewith a copy of a communication, dated the 11th instant, from Lieutenant 
Commander F. IL Baker, commanding the United States steamer Huron, and a 
copy of a communication from Commodore C. K. Stribling, commander of the 
Phihdelphia navy yard, dated the 13th instant, stating the necessity which ex- 
isted for putting the crew of the schooner Sylvanus in irons. 
Very respectfully, &c 

OroEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwarii. 

Secretary ef Siato. 
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Jfr. BacrtoJfr. ITcIIm. 

U.xiTBD States Stbambe Hcbon, 
AVrjr Yard, PJkiladefjMa, Jmme 11» 1864. 
Sit : I hnre the botior to acknowledge tbe receipt of joar letter, dated lOtfa 
Instnnt, renuef ting me to infonn the department what necessity existed for keep- 
ing the officers and crew of the SylTanna in irons while on hoard the Hnroo. 

In reply, I hare respectftdly to state that the officers of the Sylvanns never 
were, to my knowledge, pnt in Irons. Tlie crew* witk one passenger, (six in all») 
were by orders pnt in irons the night of the captnre* all being very drank and 
some being disrespectful to me. On the next morning they were released, and 
were not again pot in irons until some nishts after, when the chief boatswain's 
mate reported to me that the officers and crew of the Sylvanns were keeping 
togetlK!r and whispering, and that the watch were apprehendTO they nughs 
c;ivc tronble or attemnt to get away. The Hnnm was at that time ouite shoit* 
banded, and I deemed it wi^ to put the prisoners in irons. Upon otner nights* 
though not in irons, a sentry was, as a matter of precaution, placed over tSem; 
at tbe same time I gave orders to allow them to go on deck when necessarj* 
As the prisoners were leaving the Huron to go north tbe master of the Syl* 
▼anus thanked me for my kindness to himself and ciew. 

1 have the honor to be, sir, veij respectfully, your obedient servant^ 

FRANCIS H. BAKER, 

Licuienant Commamierm 
Hon. GiDEO!f Wbllbs, 

Sccrdanf of the JTary, Waskhgtam, D. C 
Forwarded: 

G. K. STRIBUXG, ComnumiMi. 



Mr. SiriUimz to Mr. tTMtM. 

Commandant's Opficb, U. S. Navy Tard, 

Philadelphia, Jtme 13, 186i. 
Sir : Referring to your letter of tbe lOtb instant, I beg leave to report that in 
the case of tbe crew of tbe British schooner Sylvanus, tbe men were put in single 
irons to prevent their escape on tbe passage to Fort Lafayette. Acting Master 
John West, a reliable and experienced officer, had charge of these men, and he, 
on bis own responsibility, put tbem in irons, deeming it a necessary precaution 
against their escape on the passage. Tbe usual practice, so far as I know, is to 
put prisoners fblockade-mnners) in irons if there is any insubordination or dis* 
position to make their escape. Where there are but a few men in charge of one 
officer tbe prisoners are usually in a car with passengers, and it requires the 
utmost vigilance on the part of tbe officer to prevent their escape, if they wish 
to do so. 

I have tbe honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

C. K. STRIBLIXG, Comuumdani. 
Ilon. GiDBON Welles, 

Sccrctarjf of the Navy, WaihingtoM,*D. CL 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lffcmo. 



Department of State, • 
WaMngton, July 2a» 1864. 
My LoRn : I have bad tho honor to receive your note of yesterdaYt *xA the 
others to which it refers, on the cnbject of an order of General WMbborn's 
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reauiring military service from aliens at Memphis, upon pain of bcing^ arrested 
and punished. 

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that I have called the attentioaof 
the Secretary of War to the subject, who will direct a modification of the order 
BO far as to exempt aliens from arrest and punishment In view, however, of 
the important military position of Memphis and the grave reasons for distrusting 
the neutrality of foreigners there, they will be required to leave that place and 
the military district under the command of General Washbume, and will not be 
allowed to return until further orders. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
Tantt 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ifc^ Sfc^ Sfc 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyon$. 

Department op State, 

Washington, July 20, 1864. 
My Lord : I have to acknowled^, with many thanks to his excellency the 
administrator of the goTcmmcnt of New Brunswick, and to your lordship, the 
receipt of your communication of this date in regard to the reputed attempt to 
organize a force in the neighborhood of St. John, New Brunswick, to commit 
depredations on the frontier of Maine. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser-. 
Tantt 

WILLIAM IL SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ifc^ ifc^ ige. 



Mr, Setcard to Lard Lyons. 



Department op State, 

Washington, Julyjtl, 1864. 

My Lord : With reference to the subject of the detention of persons captured 
on vessels engaged in violating the blockade, I have the honor to invite your 
lordship's attention to the accompanying extract from a despatch of the 1st 
instant, addreEeed to me by the consul general of the United States at' Havana. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
Tant» 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^., 4^., ifc 



Mr. Satmgs U Mr. Seward. 
[Extract] 

No. 176.) . United Stateh Consulate General, 

HamnOf July 1, 1864. 
'Sir: Tlio steamers the Mail, alias Susanna, and the Ivanhoo, sailed on last 
Sunday and Tuesday, rospoctivcly. Tlio Alice and tho Virgin are about to sail 
for Mobile. The last throo named* I understand, are almost entirely laden for 
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occooiil of Um rebd i^oremmait. Botk ihm ItahIioo and Yirgia 
George Wig^, of Kftssav; and four other stounertybeloiifiiig to the Mune i 
are expected here toon, to take to UobQe a Urge qoaoti^ (aome SCO0,000 
worth) of war matemK and other soppliea, for the rebd antboritieft. The 
llaniet Laue, mlias Lavioia, it is Ukdj will ^ to Naaaan to take a rebd offieer* 
of whom I will apeak io a separate conaranieatioe. 

I have bevo advised that it ia quite possible that the nocaptiired ateuBcn 
hitherto mnning between Wilmington and Nassan will transfer thcmsdTes to 
this port to run between it and Mobile» (or the reason that the wom-o«tt ni3- 
roods commanicating with Wilmington render it extremelT difficult to fMtrrlds 
them with the requisite supply of cotton, and that the anthoritiea there intend 
to use the railroads exclusivclr for militarj pnrpoeea* 

llcurj Uordj, who had been the chief engineer of the blockade-mnner 
Austin, alias Donegal* returned here on the last trip of the steamer Eagle firooa 
New York. On the 31st of May I wrote to Mr. Murray, United States murwhal, 
Kew York, per steamer Morning Star, that he was going as a passenger on thmt ' 
▼e^seL lie did go in her. Uis brother William attempted to ship as chief en* 
gineer on the steamer Mexico, which I prevented, for the reason that he liad 
been en^oecr on the Alice, lie went in that capaci^ on the Mail, a few dejs 
ago, to ualveston. 

A very considerable number of men ennged in running the blockade are 
Americans, from the northern States, and do not seem to meet, when captnzed* 
with the punislimeut which their treason deserves. The steamer Eagle, on ber 
lost trip from New York, brought as passengers a portion of the officers and 
crew, among them Smith, the master of the steamer Donegal, recently cap- 
tured by the gunboat Metacomet, and sent to Philaddohia. Smith is an Amer- 
ican, oud a northern man, though it is possible that he may have represented 
himself as being an Englishman. Godfrev, the commander of the notorknie 
Dcmbigh, is also a northern man, bom in Brunswick, Maine, wbere he had in- 
terests in several vessels at the breaking out of war. He is a vexr bitter 
secessionist, and, should he ever be captured, ought to be held in confinement 
till the termination of the war. 

• • • • • « • 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect, your obedient servant, 

THOMAS SAVAGE, 
Viee-CoiuMl GtnermL 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sewaeo, 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 



D£PARTMB>rr OF Statb, 

WoMkirngtoM, July 21» 1864. 
Mv LoBD ; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your eommnni- 
eation of the 11th instant, relative to two apprentices of Uie Cuzco, said to be 
on the St Marv*^ and, in reply, to inform your lordship that I have trane- 
mitted a copv thereof to the Secretary of the Navy, who has been requited to 
investigate the case, with a view to the adoption of such proceedings as the re- 
sult may warrant 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Sight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ffc^lfc. 



n 
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Lard Lyaiu to Mr* Seward. 

Washixuton, July 21, 1864. 

Sib: Her MajeBty'a government bare had under their consideration the note 
Tvhich yon did me the honor to address to me, on the Cth April last, respecting 
the case of the Scylla, a vessel which was decoyed bj the United States 
authorities into American waters, in order that they might seize her as a prize. 
Her Majesty's government have felt much surprise and sorrow that this 
treacherous proceeding should not have been immediatelv repudiated by the 
government of the United States, and that there should have been any delay 
whatever in the restoration of the vessel, and they have directed me not to con* 
ceal these feelings from you. 

In your note vou mentioned that it was understood that the Scylla had been 
sent to New Orleans, so that the legality of her voyage and her national char- 
acter might be judicially ascertained. 

It appears, in fact, that the Scylla arrived at New Orleans on the 20th April 
last, but it seems that up to the 7 th of the present month no judicial proceed- 
ings had taken place. The acting British consul applied, in the early part of 
the month of may, to Commodore Palmer, the senior naval officer at New 
Orleans, but was informed by him that he had no intelligence on the subject. 
The consul next addressed himself to the district attorney, who replied that he 
knew nothing of the seizure of the Scylla, and that she had not been libelled. 
The acting consul next had recourse to the military authority, but was equally 
unsuccessful m obtaining any information. Finally, on the 7th July, the 
district attorney appears to have stated, to a consul employed by the acting 
consul, that he knew nothing of the Scylla beyond the fact that she was at 
New Orleans, and had (as he understood) been sent there as military booty; 
and the district attorney appears to have added that, in the want of a formal 
report to him, he could not act. 

I am informed that it appears from the certificate of reg^stery of the Scylla 
that she was built in Prince £dwai*d's island in 1862, and that it appears from 
an indorsement thereon, dated 13th September, 1863, that her registered owner 
was Edward Mesnard. merchant of London, county of Middlesex. 

Thus the papers of the Scylla would seem to show on the face of them that 
she is a British vessel, owned by a British merchant; and I am bound to regard 
her as such, unless proof to the contrary is produced. I have accordingly, in 
pursuance of the instructions of her Majesty government, made known to you 
their sentiments concerning the mode in which the capture of this vessel was 
effected ; and I have further to ask yon to acquaint me, for the information of 
her Majesty's government, with the intentions of the government of the United 
States with regard to the disposal of her. 

I have the Jionor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^ ^r., ^c 



Lord Lyon* to Mr. Seward. 

Wasuinqtd.v, July 30, 1864. 
Sir: I have tho4ionor to transnut to you a copy of a despatch from the act- 
ing British consul at New York, and a copv of a protest, addressed to the col- 
lector of customi at that port» by Messrs. DaneU & Naih« 



J 
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It appean froa tbese papefs tliat Uessn. Darrell & Nash are Biitiala mer- 
chanU, aod that ther hare hoeo refiued the dearaiioe of certaia ' merduuidLse 
shipped hy thea to Nauav, in the nahaiea islands. 

I be;; yoa to oill the attcutioo of the proper aothoritj to this matter. In order 
that relief maj be given to tbc«e merchants. 

I have the honor to l>e» with the highest consideration, sir, yonr moct obedient, 
hamble servant* 

LYOXS. 

Uon. WiLUAM IL Sbwabo, \e^ ^e^ 4^ 



Mr. Eiwmrd9 U Lm4 Lpmm. 

New Yoec JmJy 23, 1864. 
Uy Lobd: I have been solicited to bring to your lord«hip*s notice the 
of certain inercbaiidi:!e shipped br Messrs. Darrell & Nash (British merchants 
doing bu^ine«s here) upon 13ritiih account* for Nassan, N. P.* on board the 
British schoouer Electric, which has been refused a clearance by the cnstoms 
authorities upon the plea that certain goods shipped in May last, by the same 
firm, mere subsequently tranj^shipped to Nassan. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, enclosed for yonr lordship's fnlbtma- 
tion. a copy of a protest which has been served upon Uie collector of cu«tonis, 
by Mei^srs. Darrell & Nash, in reference to the case. 
I am, A^c, &C.9 

P. EDWABDS. 
Lobd Lyons, -4^ 4^ 4^. 



PBOTEST OP DABBELL AND NA8B. 

To tlie CoLLBCTOB of ike port of Xew lorl •• 

Sir : The undersigned are commissioned merchants, established and conduct- 
ing business at the nort of New York. They have lately, at the said port, pur- 
chased and shipped on board the schooner Electric a carso of goods and 
merchandise, the same having been purchased and shipped by order and ptT 
account of certain parties residing in Nassau, New Providence, a British port. 
lilanifcsts of the said cargo have been prepared, and application for the clearance 
f jr the same made at the custom-house. The customs officer havine the first chaige 
or direction of such cleamnces, has passed and approved the sam manifests, and 
the articles comprised therein, and has marked the same as proper to be bonded 
upon export, according to the customs regulations in snch cases made and pro- 
vided. The customs officer having the further chaige and direction of such 
clearances, and the taking and approving such bonds, has, upon application, re- 
fused to allow the said goods and merchandise to be bonded, and uas refused to 
grant or complete the clearances of the same. Tho undersigned, at the time 
of applying to the said last-mentioned officer for the said clearances, presented 
and ofi^red good and sufficient bondsmen to execute the bonds requnred, and to 
justify in the manner usual in such cases. But the said officer refused to ae> 
ccpt or allow the execution and perfecting of such bonds, not from any obiectioa 
he had to the said bondsmen, or their sufficiency, but on tho eround solely that 
he declined to grant clearance for the said goods and merchandise. The reason 
stated and assigned by the said officer for his refusal to grant clearance for the 
same is this, namely, that certain other coods and mercbandixe shipped by the 
imdexsigned in May* 1864, on board auotner vessd* and consigned to oUm» paiw 
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ties, than the consignceB per Electric, and conveyed to aDotlier port than Nassau* 
to wit, the port of Turk's Islands, another British port, were, after being landed 
and delivered at the said Turk's Islands* thence transported and conveyed to 
the said port of Nassau. 

The UDdersigned, by reason of the refusal of the officers of the customs to 
grant the clearance applied for as aforesaid of the goods and merchandise now 
laden on board the said schooner Electric will be unable to forward the same to 
their destination, and will be obliged to discharge, unload, and receive the same 
from the smd vessel, thereby incurring and suffering great and serious loss* 
damage, and expense. 

The undersigned, upon the above facts, hereby protest against tlys acts of the 
customs officers at the port of New York in refusing to grant them clearance of* 
and for the goods and merchandise shipped as aforesaid on board the said 
Electric Prepared as they are and have been to comply with all the regu* 
laUons established and published with refereuce to such clearances, they claim* 
to be entitled to have and receive the same, and they protest against the refusal 
of the clearance of the said goods and merchandise upon the grounds stated and 
sssigned, or upon any other grounds. For themselves* as shippers and coa- 
aignors of saia goods and merchandise* as well as for the consignees thereof* 
aind for the owners of the vessel and all parties interested in the said vessel or 
cargo, the undersigned protest as aforesaid ; and they hereby give notice that 
they will hold you responsible for and endeavor to collect from you or the 
United States, or any other officer thereof, as they- shall be advised, the ex- 
penses, loss and damages which the undersigned or the said consignees or 
owners, or cither of them, may suffer or incur by reason of the discharging and 
recdving the said cargo, or the delay and failure in forwarding and receiving 
the said goods and merchandise, or that may be in other way occasioned by the 
refusal to ^ront and have the clearance or uearances as aforesaid. 

Dated ^ew York* Jk/y 23* 1864. 

DARRELL & NASH. 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 



Washixgton, July 30* 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit to you a copy of a letter which has been 
addressed to me by Messrs. McDonald Brothers and Company, who state that 
they are British subjects, of the city of Montreal, in Canada, and represent that 
they have made large purchases of cotton under the treasury regulations, and 
that they apprehend that they shall be great losers if the recent act of Congress 
be so cotistrued as to operate 4S a repeal of the permits granted to them. They 
pray that the government of the Xjnitcd States will issue to them such docu- 
ments as will enable them to bring their purchases to market. 

I beg you to recommend the case to the favorable consideration of the proper 
authority, and to inform me of the ^ew taken of it by the government of uie 
United States. 

Messrs. McDonald Brothers also represent that their business will render it 
important for them to visit Memphis* in Tennessee* from time to time* and that 
they fear that the recent order issued by the military authority at Memphis will 
interfere with their doing so. I should be very glad to be enabled by yon to 
assure them that there are no grounds for this fear. 

I have the honor to bo* with the highest consideration* sir* your most obedient* 
humble servant* * 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, tfc. ^e^ io 
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New Tobk, JJy ZS, 1864. 
Hay it flbasb voub Lobmiiif; We, tbe undersigiied, of tht tatj of lfb»- 
treal* Canada, Drilifh ffubjccU* Uike the liberty of drawing joor kwdah^lB 
attentioD to tbe endojed General Order, No. 18, bsoed bj Migor Genenl 
C. C. Wa«bbum, for tbe dietriet of West Tennescee. 

Id March lai>t, atid f ubseqoentlj, we obtahied firom the United States enato^ 
boose, under the Treasury ngulations respecting trade with the insonectioiuny 
parts of tbe country, permits to buj there and ship from tboee parts some 4,0M 
Dales of cotton, and in pursnance of said anthori^ sold somewhat over two km- 
drcd and twenty thooitand dollars ($220,000) sold, and inTested the proc e e ds 
some three hundred and forty-five thousand dollars ($346,000) Uniteil States 
currency, in part payment of said cotton, and are liable lor farther large sum to 
be paid. Thci«e purchases were made in the neighborhood of the Missssipfi 
river, but owing to tbe obstacles thrown in the way of the navigaUon of that xirer 
by Uie forces of tb* insurgents we were afraid to attempt the removal of the coi> 
ton. While waiting for this temporary difficultT to nass away, we have kanwd 
that a new law has been enacted by Congress that does away with all prerviovi 
legislation on this point. This repeal of our permits for the payment of the ex* 
cise under which we have given to the United States Treasuiy btmdM mmd 
sureties for the sum of $120,(^0, and having invested so much money as herem* 
before mentioned unon the faith of these permits, places us in a very embarrasB- 
ing position. Besides, in regard to this matter, we nad considered as certain and 
reliaole Uie open declaration of his excellency the honoral^le William H. Seward« 
that the Mississippi river from its source to the tide-waters of the Atlantic was opea 
to the commerce c»f tbe world, of course under Treasury regulations. This dedanic 
tion was made after the fall of Vicksbaig. 

It is very unpleasant to have to ask your lordship to trouble the United States 
authorities upon a private matter of this kind ; but we are in a serious dilenmuu 
The amount is considerable, and further large obligations have been incurred 
that have to be met, and yet we are now debourred from the privfl^ges of gettinif 
our cotton to market under previous permits. 

We cannot think th^it the United States authorities contemplated an ahn^ 
gation of rights under documents thev had already granted, and trust that upon 
the representation of your lordship tney will issue to us sudi docum^ts as w3l 
permit these purchases to be brought to market. 

A number of persons, citizens of the United States, and otherwise as the ease 
may be, will become entirely bankrupt by this cancellation of permits, because 
the Uuited States Treasury Department being expected under the new law to 
become the only dealer in cotton upon the Mississippi river, the insuigentshave^ 
as we learn by recent intelligence, recommenced their system of burning cotton 
to prevent the United States Treasury agents from obtaining it by purchase 
from the owners. This practice has not as vet been recommenced in the neidk- 
borhood of where ours is situated, but it is difficult to say at what moment the 
torch may be applied to it. 

In view of this danger, and the fact that after the swamps fill with water in the 
autumn transportition will be impracticable, we ask your lordslup to use year 
influence for us at the earliest moment. 

With refcrenco to the order of General Washburn, not being residents of Uem- 
pbis, it might not seem to touch our case; but we fear that no one^ finrdgner or 
otherwise, will now^ be permitted to go into the city or depart from H without 
mustering into service. 

The frequent necessity for travelling unon the river, in connexion widi tko 
above business, will comoel us often to visit If empUi. 
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If the Secretary of War sbould instruct General Waslibnm that that order 
ehould at most omj apply to such foreigners as are permanent residents of Mem* 
phis it would meet our case. 
Wo haye* fa;., &c.f 

Mcdonald brothers & co. 

Lord Lyons, tfc^ ^e^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 



Department op State, 

Wathingtont Juljf 30, 1864. 
My Lord : Recurring to your note of the 27th ultimo, in regard to the losses 
entailed upon manufacturers in Canada by the prohibition of the exportation 
of anthracite coal from the United States, I haye the honor to enclose, for your 
lordship's information, a copy of an Executive order of this date, modifying the 
previous one to such an extent as will, if the conditions thereof arc fulfilled 
on the part of the authorities of her Majesty's province, remedy the evil com- 
plained of. 

I have the honor to he, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^Cn ^n ^ 



Executive Mansion, 

WashingtoM, July 30, 1864. 
The Executive order of the 14th of April, 1SC2, prohibiting the exportation 
of anthracite coal, is hereby modified so far as to permit such exportation to 
Canada except by sea. This modification will remain in force so long only as 
the Canadian government shall prevent the exportation or use of the article in 
sea-going vessels. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 



Mr, Seward to Lord Lyons* 



Department op State, 

WashingtoJh August 3, 1864. 

My Lord : I have received from the War Department an answer to the letter 
of this department, which was accompanied by a copy of your note of the 29th 
of June last, on the subject of an oatn exacted from foreigners at New Orleans. 
Upon due consideration, the opinion of this department is, tl^at the oath is a 
measure of necessary precaution for the public safety in a time of civil war, 
and in a city which is necessarily garrisoned as New Orleans is, and that the 
oath is warranted by public law. As it will be impartially administered to all 
foreigners, it is considered that no government can justly complain of its exac- 
tion from its subjects, to whom, if it should be unacceptable, due time will be 
allowed to depart beyond the limits of the United States. 

I have tho honor to bo, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
lervantf 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

lUght Him. LoBP LYOiiab tgc^^hc 
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Lord Lyoms U Mr. Sewsrd. 

WASHi.\OToif» Amgtui 4, 1864. 

Sit: Her Majesty** gOTcrniDeut have considered tbe Qotet reeoectiiig the 
retbtrktiouA apen trade between New York and Dritidh colomes wbicli yos did 
me tbe booor to address to mo on tbe lltb Marcb, 18th April, 4th Jium^ 8th 
Jane, and 11th Jnno laai. 

Uer Migesty't government detire» in the first place, to obterre, with regard 
to your note of tbe 18tb March. tb#t it b manifestly na answer to the objectknM 
of a neutral and friendly power that treaty oUigaUona have been yioUted bj 
tbe state which was the otber perty tA the treaty, to allege that a municipal 
law of that state has rendered this violation necessary. Kb municipal law can 
justify a de|>arturo from the obligations of a treaty so far as the odier party to 
that treaty is concerned. 

Nor can it be nrgt*d, in answer to the objections of her Majesty's government 
to the exaction from Britisb subjects of bcoids on shipments of goods to British 
colonics, that tbe same bonds would be exacted from American citijeens trading 
to any ports foreign or domestic from which supplies could be sent to the enemy 
of tbe United States. All citizens of the United States are, ol course, hj 
virtue of tbeir allegiance, subject in all parts of the world, whethar foreign 
or domestic and in all their dealings of whatever nature, to the leeislation of 
tbeir own country. But tbe subjects of Great Britain trading with Uie United 
States owe no obedience to tbe legislation of tbe United States, except while 
tbev happen to be within tbe limits of United States territory. Tbe attempt 
by legislation in the United States to make tbe freedom of trade between British 
subjects and tbe United States dependent upon conditions applicable not to 
tbeir dealings or conduct while witbin United States territory, but to their 
dealings and conduct in tbeir own country, or in otber countries and pbces to 
which tbe jurisdiction of tbe United States does not extend, is, as her Majes- 
ty's government have constantly affirmed, a departure fit>m treaty engajgem^its 
and an encroachment upon the rightful sovereignty of the Queen of Great 
Britain. 

The extension of this novel system of restrictive bonds to Jamaica b regarded 
by ber Mnjesty's government as a conseauence of the unjust and untenable 
principle upon which the system is founded, and as constituting an additional 
practical grievance. 

The letter of tbe collector of customs at New York, of which a copy was 
communicated to me with your note of the 11th of June, and of wbicli the 
United States Secretary of tbe Treasury expressed his approval, seems to her 
Majesty's government to place beyond all doubt tbe justice of tbe opinion which 
they have before expressed, that this svstem of exacting bonds is resorted to aa 
a means of giving efficacy to a blockade which is of itself inadequate. 

The reason expressly assigned b^ tbe collector for this exaction is that what 
be calls <'an illegal traffic" in articles of food, &c is carried on between die 
principal ports of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the West Indies, and ports 
and pbices under the control of persons in rebellion against the authority of the 
United States, and that *< it is believed that such ille«J trade would be carried 
on to a large amount" if these bonds were not exacted. 

Her Majesty's government have instructed me to remark to you, that if the 
blockade of iho southern coasts cannot be rendered efficient by the naval power 
of the United States without recourse to these irregular and unprecedented 
methods of harassing and intercepting within tbe United States tne ordinary 
trade of neutral powers, those powers might well be justified on thdr nart m 
treating this as a virtual admbsion that the blockade is not adequately or legally 
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nudntaiQedy and in declining nnder suchr drcmnstances any longer to recognise 
its legality. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration* sir, your most ohedient» 
hnmble aervant, 

LYONS- 

Uon. WiLUAM H. Seward, tfc^ ^c^ ^e. 



Lord Lyoiu to Mr. ScwarJL 

Washington, Awgutt 4, 1864. 

Sir : The attention of her Majesty's government has been drawn to the motion 
which was made in Congress duriog the recent session, with a view to putting 
on end to the arrangement between Great Britain and the United States limiting 
the naval force to ht maintained upon the American lakes. 

This arrangement has worked satisfactorily for nearly half a century. It 
has preserved both nations from a vast amount of inconvenience and expense, 
and, which is of infinitely more importance, it has warded off occasions of dis- 
agreement and quarreL Her ^lajesty's government would view the abrogation 
of it with great regret and no litUe alarm. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, ^., ^r., ^ 



Lord Lyotu to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, A%iguH 5, 1864. 

Sir : I duly received the note which you did me the honor to address me on 
the 8th of last month, respecting the case of the Labuan, and I did not fail to 
forward a copy of it to her Majesty's government. 

In a despatch written on the 9th of last month, and therefore, of course, 
some time before the copy of your note could have roached London, her Majes- 
ty's prindpal secretary of state for foreign affairs has directed me to remind yon 
of the assurance you authorized me some months ago to convey to him, that you 
bore the case of the Labuan constantly in mind, with the desire and intention 
of bringing it to a satisfactory conclusion before the close of the session of 
Congress, and her Majesty's secretary of state has instructed me to inquire, 
nnder special orders from her M^yesty's government, what progress has been 
made towards a settlement of it 

I shall be much obliged by any further ii\formation which yon may enable me 
to transmit to her Majesty's government in answer to this inquiij. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 4^ 4^ 4^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 

Dbpartmbnt of State* 

Woi^gKmt Auguit 6, 1864. 
My Lord: Reforring to your note of the 11th of last month, rehitive to the 
appeal in tho case 6t the steamer Pearl, I have the honor to inform your lordship* 
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in replTt that the Attoraej General will exanune tbe f«eti» wilh a ▼ieir to enaUe 
me to decide upon the propiietj of dismHming the appeal* as soon aa he ahall 
have received toe proper reeord. 

I have the honor to he, with hi{fa eoosideration, mj lord, joar obedient i 
▼ant, 

WILLIAM H. SET^ASD. 

Right lion. Lord Lvoxa. tfc^ ^c^ fjfe. 



21r, Seward to Lard JLjfoni. 



Mr Lord : 



[ExtiaeL] 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WaskmgtOMf Augutt 5» 1864. 



It further aDpcars that hereafter, when application shall be made for the dis- 
charge of an alleged subject of a foreign power, the man whose disch«r)ge la ap- 
plied for will be reUiiued at the draft reodezvous, or, if in active service^ sent to 
said reudezvons untO an investication can be made in his ease. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, mj lord, your obedient i 
Tant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyoxs, 9fc^ ifc^ ^c 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department of Stati. 

WaskiMgtoM, AuguH 5, 1864. 

llv Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr commnnica- 
tion of the 30th ultimo, relative to the refusal of a clearance to Messrs. Darrdl 
& Nash on merchandise shipped bj them to Nassau, and, in reply, to inform 
your lordship that I have transmitted a copy thereof to the Secretaiy of the 
Treasury, who has been requested to investigate the case, with a view to the 
adoption of such proceedings as the result may warrant. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, yoor obedient 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lvons, Sfc^ ^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyomt. 



Department of State, 

Waskingtom, AuguH 6, 1864. 
My Lord: Referring to your communication of the 11th ultimo, respecting 
two boys who, having deserted from the British bark Cuzco, at Valparaiso, were a£ 
leged to have been taken on board the United States ship St Mary's, I hare the 
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honor to acquaint your lordship that the Secretary of the ^^'^7* to whom the 
matter was referred, informed this department, in a letter of the 30th ultimo, that 
Itc&r- Admiral Charles U. Bell had been instructed to cause an investigation to 
be made. 

X have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM U, SEWARD, 

Bight lion. Lord Lyons, 4c., ^r^ ifc 



Mr. WeUts to Mr. Sewmri. 

Nayy Dbpabtment, 

Washington, July 30, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour letter of the 21st 
instant, enclosiog a copj of a note addressed to you on the 11th instant, bj Lord 
Lyons, in reference to two apprentice bojs belonging to the British ship Cnzco, 
who, it is said, deserted from that vessel at Valparaiso, and were received on board 
the United States ship St. Clary's. Acting Kear- Admiral Charles H. Bell has 
been directed to investigate the matter. • 

Very respectfully, &c., &c. 

GIDEON WELLES, 
Secretary of the Navy. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State^ Sfr., ^r., ^ 



Lord Lyons to ilfr. Seward. 



Washington, August 6, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch which 
I have received from her Majesty's actiu? consul at New Tork respecting per- 
mission to visit British subjects in Fort Lafayette. 

I beg you to recommend the subject to the consideration of the proper author* 
ities, and I would suggest that, if there be no objection to that course, such 
instmcUons should be given as would enable the consul or acting consul at New 
York, or a person in the employment of the consulate deputed by them, to visit 
British subjects at Fort Lafayette, without the necessity for applying for a 
special permission each time. 

I have the honor to bo, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
bumUe servant, 

LYONS. 

lion. WILLIA31 n. Sbward, ^,p ^ \e. 



Mr. Edwmrds f Lord Lyons. 



British Consulate, 

New York August 3, 1S64. 



Mt Lord: Having applied to Crencml Diz for permission to visit British 
subjects at Fort Lafayette, I havo been Informed by him that ho has at pres* 
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cBt DO power to grant such permisnom whkh can only be obtjuned from tbe 
comini'<i>«irT gcoerml of priMoers at Washioetoo. 

I bave Uie bonor to rcqiio«t tbat jour lordibip will be so good as to applj to 
tbe proper qnartcr for tbc reqoired permission* and« ebould your lordship sec no 
olijoction thereto, bave the honor to suggect that leare be mnted me to Tisit 
the fort withoat restriction as to tfane, or, in the event of bein«^ mutble to go 
iny5olf, to ferd a clerk in mj stead* aa with the present bnslneds of the con- 
sulate it is aloKMt impofigible for me to definitelj fix the daj npoa Trklch I sbaD 
be able to avail myself of Modk permission, 
I haTe» 

P. EDWARDS, JetiM^ GmsmL 

LoBD Lyons, dfCn^fCnffc. 



Lord LyoMM io Mr. SewarJL 



WA8HIXGT05, AttguH 8, 1S64. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note, dated tbe 3d 
insUnt, in which, with rcferenco to tlie oath exacted by the military aixtboritiea 
at New Orleans, you state that as this oath wiU be impartudly administered to 
all foreigners, it is considered that no government can jusJy complain of its 
exactions from its subjects, to whom, if it should be unacceptable dne time wifl 
be allowed to depart beyond the limits of the United Statea. 

If you will do rae the honor to refer to the letter addressed to Major Geoeral 
BanWs, by the acting British consul at New Orleans, on the SOth of May last, 
of which I transmitted a copy to ron, and on which my representation respect- 
ing the oath was based, you will find that one of the principal objections stated 
is that the oath is exacted from foreigners as a condition of their being allowed 
to leave the country ; in fact, that foreigners, including even seamai arnrmg 
and departing in ihe same vessel, are obliged, in order to obtain permission to 
quit New Orleans, to take on oath imposing upon them obligations following 
them beyond the jurisdiction of thQ United States. 

I transcribe the following passages from the letter to which I have referred : 

"After a British vessel has been cleared for sea, it is required that the crew, 
whether the same that arrived with the vessel or those shipped here, shall sub- 
scribe the neutral oath (that is, if they are aliens) before tbe vessel is allowed to 
depart this port. British subjects, properly registered as such, arc also required 
to subscribe the oath when obtaining a pass to leave this department for the north 
or for a foreign country.** 

I presume that, in conformity with the assurance given in your note tbat to 
foreigners to whom the oath is iwacccptable dne time will be allowed to depart 
beyond the limits of the United States, orders have been sent or will be sent 
immediately to the military authorities at New Orleans no longer to exact the 
oath from foreigners before allowing them to leave the country. 

Still it seems to me that it may well be doubted whether it is proper to exact 
from foreigners, under any circumstances, an oath so large in its scope and un- 
limited as to time and place as this, which requires them to swear that so long 
OS their government remains at peace with the United States they will do no 
act, nor aid, advise, or consent that any be done, nor conceal any act done or 
to be done that shall aid, assist, or comfort any of the enemies or oppoeeis of 
the United States, or the authority or ^vernment thereoH 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, shr, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

LYONa 

Hon. William H. SswAnn, tfc^lfc^tgo. 
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Lord Lyons to Mr. Sevxiri. 
[Eztracta.] 

Washin«iton, Avgust 8, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowlcdgo the receipt of jour note of the 5th 
Instant. 

• •••*•• 

I take note with satisfaction of the assurance given bj you» sir* and bj the 
Secretary of War, that hereafter, when application shall be made for the dis- 
charge of an alleged subject of a foreign power, the man whose discharge is 
applied for will be retained at the draft rendezvous, or, if in active ser\'ice, sent 
to said rendezvous until an investigation can be made in his case. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, Sfc^ ^., ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department of State, 

Washington^ August 8, 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of the 30th ultimo, respecting the application on behalf of Messrs. McDonald 
Brothers and Company, of Montreal, Canada, who, having made large purchases 
o cotton under the Treasurv regulations, arc desirous that this government will 
issue such documents as will enable them to prosecute their business, and who, 
also having frequent occasion to visit Memphis in connexion with this business, 
fear that under the recent order relative to foreigners which was issued by the 
general commanding the district in which Memphis is situated they will not be 
permitted to do so. In reply, I have the honor to inform your lordship that I 
have referred the matter to the proper departments, whose decisions, \Aien re- 
ceived, will at once be communicated to you. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
Tantt 

WILLLAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ifc^ ^c, ^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department op State, 

Washington^ August 8, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note which 
your lordship addressed to me on the 4th instant, concerning certain restric- 
tions upon trade between the port of New York and British colonies. 

I learn from that note, with profound regret, that her Majcstv's government 
do not feel themselves at liberty to accede to the views which have been here- 
tofore expressed by this department concerning these restrictions. I have, 
therefore, given a very candid consideration to the arguments which your lord- 
ship has now submitted in support of the position which her Majesty's govern- 
ment maintains on the subject in question* 

Having heretofore fully submitted the views of this government, I have not 
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BOW tmj wmw «r orfghMl igu a en U to oAr vpon die ntbjecL I confcM* Wv- 
ervY, thai I ma equnT viuible to peroeiTe tkit tU pontiott of bor lU|et^ 
rorenuBcat fa ■nIerfaUj fortiliod Dj tlM oonstdentioM whick joar lordihf 

Ml BOW ml 



H QBdciYtood tluU lit fa claiai«d bjthU goTemment that wlien a mtkm fa actaaDj 
at war H has the righl.to prerent the exportatkm of nuteriali of war, the ex- 
portatioa of which wooM endanger the paUfa aafetj. I have kcretolore lA- 
•erred that thu ab^ttract risht of pterentaoa fa affinaed hj all aatboritiea oa ia- 
tcmatiooal law, aad aanctioaed hj the praetioe of all aaHona, indadiM Great 
Britaia. Oar aaaal fbna of the exercwe of difa right fa that of pr^iibitfaa 
a^nst expofta. Her Migest7*a goTer n ment ha^e, dariag the preaent ciTil 
war fa the United States, enforeed the rif;ht ia qaestioa hj arohiUtioii, not oa 
the groand that Great Britaia waa actaaUj cngwed ia war, oat oa the groaad 
that she apprehended the hreaking oat of war. The greater iacladee tlie leas— 
rttirkiim^ asar, therefore, be adopted in liea 6t mrwiihkim^ And in the pre • 
eut case, the United Sutes have adopted the rona of restiktioii to fmreat 
the exporUtioa of material that wonid be ased bj their enenueo. It fa ad- 
mitted that the remedj fa less effectiTe than fa desirable. Bat thfa fa a nusfer* 
tone to the United States, and fa not a wrong of whfah aeatrab can oompfaia. 
All that thej caa require is that the remedj be adopted ia good fiuth, and be 
made to bear irapartfallj npoa all neittrak al&e. 

Nor am I able to concede that oar blockade of the In suig e at ports fa to be 
deemed ineffectaal, because, while maintaining the UodLade, we find it expe> 
dient a]50 to emploj die remedy of commercfal restriction apoa ezporta. Block- 
ade U one of manj belligerent operadons, all of which any be mwlally prac- 
ticed at the same time. 

Whether the blockade is effcH^tnal or not fa a qoestfan whkk can be decided 
most satisfactorO J bj an examination of its results. The prindpal trade of the 
insurgents fa ia cotton. Tlie blockade has raised the Tahie of cotton fanported into 
England 8e\'en-fold, although new fidds of supply hare be^ opened in all the 
tropical climates. The United States blockade fa probaUy the ibst ooe which 
has been attempted in any considerable scale since steam became the chief agent 
of maritime commerce. It has been so effectual as to disappoint universal pre- 
dictions of its failure. I think I hazard litde in expressing the bdief that no 
maritime power can ever hereafter maintain so effectual a blodcade as ours 
against steam mercantile navigation. I think, therefore, with groat defer* 
ence, that either onr blockade must be acknowledged to be suffident, or it 
must be held that no lawful blockade can be midntained against contntbaud 
traders who enjoy the advantage of steam navigation. 

I have the nonor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Right Hon. Loan Lyons, 4^ ^c^ ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom$. 



Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Wa$lingto9hAfi^gm9t 8, 1864. 

81a : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt at your note of the 2l6t 

ultimo, respecting the case of the Scylla. The inouiries of her Migesty's gov* 

emment in regara to that case are understood to nave been made exdusivdr 

upon the complaint of 0. W. Adams, the party who was in possesdoa of ana 

43 c* 
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^a^ using the ScjUa when she was captured. Her Minest j*0 goyeminent is 
understood to have assum^ that Adams was a neutral subject, and the Scylla a 
British vessel on neutral account. After the representation was made hj jour 
lordship, Adams himself appeared here petitioning this government to concede 
for his own benefit the claim which he had so induced her Mijestv's government 
to make in his behidf. He brought all the political and personal American in- - 
fluence be could command to bear in his favor, as the real and only partj inte- 
rested in the cldm. He admits that he is no British subiect, and he is proved 
to be a disloyal American citizen, who, to attain fraudolenUy the advantage of a 
neutral character, hadpretended to cast off his allegiance and become a citizen 
of one of the Hanse Towns. In this false character he was trading with the 
insurgents, of whom he was actually one. The ground upon which the British 
government is expected to patronize the claim is, that Adams represents to your 
fordship and to me that he had, long before the transaction, chartered the vessel 
of a British owner, named Edward Jklesnard, and that the register of the ves- 
sel bears then^me of that owner, who is said to be a British subject. No proof of 
such character or such register has been produced, and if they exist, they are be- 
lieved by this government to be mainly fraudulent. It is certain that neither 
that alleged owner or charterer, or any other British subject, appeared before 
either your government or mine to raise any daim of any nature whatever to 
the vessel or her cargo, or to make any complaint concerning her capture, or 
any other proceeding of this government in regard to her. As the case now 
stands, it furnishes the anomaly of this government being asked by her Majesty's 
government for explanations of its dealings with the person and property of one 
of its own citizens in regard to transactions in which neither the British govern- 
ment nor any British subject has any interest ; while this disloyal American 
citizen appears in person at this department, and urges that the suit of her 
Majesty's government be granted for his own exduMve benefit and advantage. 
When I add that the Scylla was seized upon the ground that she was enga^d 
by the American owner in aiding insurgents against the government, I have 
completed what seems to me a full description of this extraordinary claim. I 
hardly need say that I am open to conviction if I have misunderstood the facts 
in the case. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lord Lyons. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Dbpartmbnt of State, 

Woihingion, August 9, 1864. 
My Lord: 1 have the honor to enclose a copy of a communication of the 8th 
instant, from the War Department, in regard to reported hostile projects of in- 
surgent citizens of the United States lurlung in Canada. 

I wiU thank your lordship to communicate this information to his excdlenqr 
the governor general of Canada, with a view cif an inquiry into the matter, and 
to the adoptk>n of precautionary measures, if such may seem to be called for. 
I have tne honor to be, with high considcrationt my lord, your obedient servant* 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lvon8,^4^ , fr., Igc 
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Otm. Tmauend U Mr. Sun rd, 

War Dbpartmbnt» Adjittant Gbnbral's Ofpicb, 

WdskingUm. AuguH 8, 1864. 
Sir : I am instraeted hj the Secretaij of War to transmit to jou the en- 
closed copies of two letters from Lieutenant Colonel B. H. Hill, United States 
arm J, in relation to certain rumors of rebel plots against the Unital States 
said to be on foot in Canada. 

I have the honor to be» sir, with great respeety your most obedient servaiit» 

E. D. TOWNSEND, 
AuUtant Adjutant GeneroL 
Hon. Wiluam H. Sbward. 

Secretary ^ Siaie. , 



LiemL CM, BStt t# Mr. P^tUr. 

Hbadquartbrs District op UicHioAit, 

Detroit, July 29, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have on two occasions been approached 
bj persons living in Canada with propositions to divulge something of great 
importance to the government for the sum of $5,000. . Thej promised to pot 
me in possession of papers, &c I replied, on both occasions, tnat the infoxma- 
tion thej desired to communicate might already be in the possession of the gOT* 
emmcnt ; that I could make no stipulation to paj such a sum, but if they were 
really in possession of information valuable, they could communicate it and rely 
upon the government to pay what it was worth. This was declined in both eaaes 
The person who made the last proposition I am still in communication with 
He represents that he is an English subject, in a bankine-house in Windsor, 
that he has joined the scheme or plot, and can sive me rail information; hot 
that he will only do so on condition of being paid the sum above mentioned, as 
he would have to leave Canada, considering his life in danger if he remained 
there. 

I have thought it proper to communicate this matter, as the major Reneral 
coramandiuK or the government may be in possession of information whidi may 
give some clue as to whether or not the disclosure proposed to be made la of 
any real importance. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. H. HILL, 
Lieutenant Coiond United States Army, 

Commanding Dietrict of Mickigam. 
Captain Carroll H. Pottbr, 

Am$H Adft Gen., Headquarters Northern Department* 

Adjutant Gbnbral's Officb, 

Washingtonf August 8, 1864, 

OiBdal copy : 

E. D. T0WN8END, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 
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tieatf. CtLHittU Mr. FaiUr. 

MlUTARY GoMMANDBR'S OfPICB, 

Detroit^ Michigan^ July 30, 1864. 
Captain : Since my letter to yoa of yesterday's date, information lias been 
eommnnicated to me that points to an attempt by rebel refugees in Canada at 
the destruction of our cities on the lake. 

This coincides more with the impression I formed in the interviews referred to 
with the persons who were desirous of selling information. There b now fire- 
quent communication between the refugees in Windsor and Messrs. Sanders & 
Co.9 at Niagara Falls, and a telegraphic despatch was yesterday received, at 
Windsor, from Sanders, summoning three of the most prominent of the refugees 
to Niagara. 

There are floating rumors that they are in possession of some machines to be 
mounted on vessels, &c 

I communicate this because you may be in possession of information to which 
this may offer some clue. 

I am, veiy respectfiilly, your obedient servant* 

B. H. HILL, 
Lieutenant Colond 5th United States Artillery^ 

Military Commander District of Michigan. 
Captain C. H. Potter, 

Assistant Adfutant General Columhus^ Ohio* 

Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, August 8, 1864. 
Official copy : 

E. D. TOWNSEm 

Assistant Adjutant GcneraL 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, August 9, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this day's 
date, requesting me to communicate to the governor general of Canada infor- 
mation which has reached this government concerning projects of enemies of 
the United States now in Canadian territoiy. I have, without loss of time, 
transmitted copies of your note and its enclosures to the governor generaL 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
bumble servant* 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Seward, 4c., ^v., 9fc. 



Lord Lyons to Mr, Seward. 



WASHiNOTONy August 11, 1864. 
Sir: With reference to your notes of the 18th and 20ih of last month, and 
to my notes of the 19th and 20th of the same month, I have the honor to 
transmit to you copies of two despatches from the administrator of the govern- 
ment of New Brunswick with regard to the rumors thai a force was being 
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orgmnisejl in that proriocft bj cneniet of die United Stetei for die jmrgom 
of commiuiog dcpredatioiu on die Maiae frosder. 

Too win MTcenre duU diere appears to hare beea IHtle femdatioa for tliii 
ramor, and that tlM adnraittrator fOMeitA that die ooooiil of the United Stalai 
in New Brantwiek migbt be inttmeted in fatare to giro the provincial aotboritioe 
an J infonnatiott of which he mar beeone poeicigcd which maj lead him to 
apprehend atteinpte on the part of the enemiee of the United States to Tidaie 
the ncntnditj of her Miyestj's territocy. 

I have the honor lo be, widi the highest ooasideratioa, sir. yonr most obedienit 
humble serranU 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SEWARn» 4ie^ ^v^ fa. 



Mr. Ctl€ U Lmd Igtm. 

FasoBRiCToic, N. R, AmguH I, 1864. 

My Lono : The despatch which I had the honor of addressine to yoor lord- 
ship on the 20di of Joij will hare, in some measure, andcipated the inqviries 
coutained in jonr lordship's despatch of the 19th July which, I maj nieiitioa» 
was not r^cived by me till the 28th nldmo. 

I beg now to tute that* so far as I hare been aUe to ascertain* the projected 
robbery of the Calais Dank must hare eiven rise to the reports made bj the 
United States consul at St. John to his government Mr. Howard has not* 
up to this time, made any communication whaterer to the goTemment of New 
Bninswick respecting the evidence or information on which he based die Teiy 
serious report, the substance of which is quoted in Ur. Secretaxy Seward's letter 
to Tour lordship. 

I have received from the chief of police at St. John some account of the 
prisoners who were arrested durinr the attempted robhoy of die Calais Bank* 
and of their movements during tneir stay in the province. I send your lord- 
ship some extracts from this document, in order that it maj be in jonr lordship's 
power, should you think fit to do so, to assure Hr. Seward that the movements 
of persons of that descripdon do not escape the surveillance of the local 
authorities. 

As your lordship is under the impres^on diat the United States consul woold 
have communicated with this government on the matter in question, I trust 
your lordship will take an opportunity of assuring Ifr. Sewara that should in- 
structions be given to that officer to communicate to the locsl anthorides any 
information of which he may become possessed, similar to that which he re- 
ported to Mr. Seward* the government of this province will cheerfuUy adopt 
all the measures in its power to prevent the occurrence of acts which may have 
any tendency to violate the neutrality of her Majesty's dominions, or to inter- 
fere with the cordial good feeling now happily exisdng between those living on 
the frontiers of the two countries. 
I have, &C., dec, dec, 

J.COLE. 

LoBD Lyons, ^ ^ ^e. 



Mr, CM l# L^rd LfMS. 

Frbdbbicton, My 20, 1864. 

My Lord : With reference to your lordship's telegram, under date of die 
19th insunt, and my reply, sent off the same evening, I have the honor Is 



-..-•^; 
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mention, that, as far as I have been enabled to ascertain, the intended robbery of 
the Calais Bank bj Major HoUins, alias Collins, and two other persons, who 
were arrested in the attempt, (owing to the bank people being put on the alert 
bj communication from St. John,) constitutes the main foundation for reports of 
projected depredations. 

Should the United States government be in possession of any information 
leading to inference that any more wide-spread plan be on foot, this government 
will cheerfully lend itself to such preventive measures as may be deemed ad- 
▼isable. 

I would further submit for your lordship's consideradon whether it might 
not be of advantage that the government at Washington instruct their repre- 
sentative in this province that, in case of urgency, he might apprise this govern- 
ment of the reasons for any apprehension he may be led to entertain. 
I have, &c.t &c.» 

J. COLE. 

Lord Lyons, Ijfc^ ^e^ Ijfc 



Lord Lyons to Mr, Seward. 

Washington, August 11, 1864. 

Sir : With reference to my note of the 30th ultimo, and to your answer of 
the 8th instant, I have the honor to lay before you a copy of a letter which I 
have just received from Mr. A. B. McDonald, who earnestly requests that 
passes may be granted without delay to himself and his brother to enable them 
to travel in the West Tennessee department to endeavor to save from destruc- 
tion the large Quantity of cotton belonging to them. 

It appears tnat a considerable portion of cotton which they had purchased 
has been burned by the enemies of the United States, and it is represented that 
it is very urgent that thev should be enabled to go as soon as possible to take 
measures for preserving the remainder. 

Such being the case, I venture to ask that their request for passes may be 
taken into inunediate consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4^., ifc.^ 9fc. 



Mr. M€u:J>oumid Ca Urd LyM«. 

Washington, August 10, 1864. 

Mv LoBD : I am thankful for your lordship's kind consideration and prompt 
answer to the letter of our firm of the 28th lUtiino. 

Since that date we have received intelligence finom the Mississippi river that 
cotton of ours, to the probable value of $50,000, has been destroyed by the 
scouts of the enemy. 

Bv the military regulations of the West Tennessee department aliens are 
forbidden to take up residence within that department unless they muster into 
service. How far that forbids passage through that department for transitory 
purposes by persons who have no intention of acquiring a domicile there I have 
no means of judging, but while a doubt exists as to the wishes of the military 
on this point, it womd not be respectful to ^ose authorities to hazard a passage 
through tbefar linei without express permission. We arey therefore, debarred 



J 
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imm ftcceM to tiMM place* wWre car p t opeitj it 

Uktng Mck sttMm M w« wgkc ud apoa At tp9(i to W m' 

Ahhoagk awar« tluU frtrato iatomto m mtcetmoAj 
pablic Mrrice, np^oallj wlme tlM bttcr fa of the tsK 
pmM^nt public if eoc*, Drvenbckat I fed nr^^d W the wlMiinitiinc ^ 
irUtiott to tbis mmttrr in wbkk we iod o miq yee to w tM pt Ufmi fy 
lorrlj-hip'i kind a/«ii>unce to procvre for mj brother wai mjwA P^** 
transit throagh tbe West TennesMe depArtMcat, ao thai we mmj be mhle to giwm 
Mme personal attent'ioe to the tarini^, if poanbfe. of the net mf mar proper^ 
io tbat D^igbborbood ; mnd ai crea a few dajt mmj he of ^trj yinmi iaq 
to OS, perli^pa the attthoriiiea woold be kmd caoofh to gm «a fsw^arj \ 
despatch* 



As aa argament ia fiiTor of the reasoBaUeiief* of o«r rc^mce^ ft ■aay he 



stated that a it-gtilar mail and nassenger line of 

Orleans to St. Lmiis* Cincinnati, ice, aM that, as passeofcn trarel 

extreme points tbrongh the West Tennessee department, it fa a fsmtJk kUitade 

to permit them to call at intermediate points for transieBt pmoeea. Xhe ree^oa 

wbjT aliens* who are uon-eombatants, are excluded is, that, wkile thdr residenee 

enlarges the duties of the military, the Don-coaahttaiit remdent eontrilMrtiee 

notbing to the defence of bis home; but as the transitorj passenger does boC 

throw additional hardens upon the mHitaij, I trust thai the gorenunent wiH 

not exclude him from as mach hospitalitj aa it finds to he eoipetible witli pobfie 

measturea. 

Hoping that the urgency of onr position, which has indoeed thfa Tiait to tbfa 
citj, vill excQse as for the trouble we are giving yovr hwdaUp^ 
lam, hutn 

A.R.MACDONA]J>. 

Lord Lyons, 4^^ 4e^ 4^ 



If r. Siwari to Lori Lpmu. 



DBPABTMBirr OP Statb* 

WiukimgUm, AmgmH 11, 1864. 
My Lobd : With reference to joar note of the 1 lib of May last, rdati^e to 
tbe capture at Brockbaven, Mississippi, on the 20th of Jolj, 1863, of an incvr- 
gent mail, containing despatobes for yoor lordship which, it fa a]l^;ed, were da- 
Htroyed by tbe United Stotes troops, I haTe the honor to aidoee, ftryoor in- 
formation, a eopr of a communication of the 30th ultimo mpon tlus subject finoa 
Ma^or General Oaaby. 

I bare the honor to be» with high consideratioo, my lord, yoor ohedieni 
•erraiiti 

WILLDLM H. SEWARD* 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ifCn k^ Ifc . 



;'i 



Om. Csalf to JTr. Smard. ] . 

Hbadquartbrs Military Diyisiox of West Miesissippi, \ ' 

New OrUan*, La^ My 30, 1864. [ 

Sir I Referring to my coromnnlcation of the 25th ultimo, enclosing copy of r 

General Orders, No. 10, from these headquarters, relating to eaptored diplo. i; 

matte correspondence, I have the honor to mrito year attentioB to the encloaed 1/ 
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copies of statements relatiiig to the Biatter of complaint of ihe British minister, 
all^ne destruction of correspondence captured at Brockhaven, Mississippi, in 
Juljof last year. 

I haTe the honor to be, verr respectfuIlT, jour obedient servant, 

E.R.S.OANBY, 
Major General Commanding. 
Hon. William H. Sbwakd, 

StcreUury of State, Washington, D. CL 



Cmpt. BottwUk to Cmft, Rodgm. 

Ofpick Assistant Inspector General, 

District of VicUlurg, July 9, 1864. 
Colonel: I have the honor to return the enclosed communication from 
Secretary Seward and Lord Lyons, and submit the following report of my in- 
restigation : 

There have never been any troo]^ from this district sent to Brockhaven since 
the occupation of this portion of Mississippi by our forces. 

In April, 1863, General Grierson maae a raid from La Grange, Tennessee, 
to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, passing through' Brockhaven, on or about the 28th 
of ApriL His command consistea of the 6th and 7th Illinois cavalry and a 
detachment of the 9th Illinois cavaliy. 

Some time in July, 1863, an expedition was sent from Baton Rouge to 
Brockhaven, but what troops composed the command I have not been able to 
aseertain. 

The 2d and 3d Illinois cavalry were stationed at Baton Rouee at that time, 
and in the 2d Illinois cavalry there was a Lieutenant Colonel FuUerton. I think 
it is ouite probable that he commanded the expedition, and is the officer re- 
ferrea to in Lord Lyons's commnnicatioiL 

By applying to him the matter can, no doubt, be satisfactorily explained. 
I am, coknel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. BOSTWICK, 
Capt, and AcVg Au*t hupector Gen,, Dutrict of Vicksburg. 

lieutenant Colonel H. C. Rodobrs, 

AMnstant Adjutant CreneraL 

HSADaUARTBRS MlUTARY DlS*T WbST MlSSlSSlPH, 

Jk;y29, 1864. 
A true eop j : 

B. F. MORBT, 
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant GauraL 



CtL Busk ts Mr. Ckrisiemsen. 

Headquarters 2d Illinois Gatalry, 

Baton Rouge, LaJ, July 22, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to report, in regard to the despatches to Lord I^ona 
said to have been destroyed at Brockhaven in July, 1863, that CaptMn Bost- 
wick, assistant inspector general, distiict of Vicksburg, makes several errors in 
r^M^ to the 2d Illinois cavalry : First, the regiment was never at Baton 
Rouge until April, 1864 ; hence it did not go on a raid from this place in 1863. 
Second, the regiment never had a lieutenant colonel by the name of FuUerton, 
but did have a m^or by that name^ who resigned in November last, and now 
lives in Havana, Mason connty, Illinois. Migor FuUerton eommanded an ex- 
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peditioa to BrocklMTCii Is Jvij^ 1863; a nd was captwei at flia Imttar plaea. 
AU tba inforoiatioii I Wave been abla to obtoio m regard to it k contained 1m 
the accompaajiag leport of lieatenant B. T. Garrett, ennpaiij K, 2d Tlliwflia 
caTalry. 

I remain, Terr tmlT» yonr obe&nt semnl^ 

D. B. BUSH. Jn^ 
CoUmti U lOiMmM OtitmhTh 
0. T. CaaiaTBNSBif. 

M»J9r m»d AuiHmmi Adjmfmni QtmerA 

HSADQCABTBta UlUTARY D»*T WbST MiSSISSPfPI* 

Mg 29. 1864. 

A traacopj: 

B.F.MOKET* 
Capiaim mmd Actimf Anititmi Aijmimmt < 



luwinmwi Cdmtd Ofwm to JJir. 

Batox Bougb» LmJMmm. July 86, 1864. 
8iR: By joor orders I make the following reoort: That on or abont JnH* IS* 
1SC3. the cavalry bri^e under command oi Major Hngfa FnUerton, 2d IlUnois 
ca valrj, entered BrockhaTen, MiMiBsippi, took possession of the plaee, and, mjMHUMg , 
other thin<;s, captored a large Confederate States mail, which I was ordeied bjr 
Major Fnllerton to examine and see if any knowledge of importance could be 
gained therefrom. I further state that I partially examined said mail, but for wsuit 
of time a thoi-ough examination could not be made. I further state that I Ibond 
no despatches in said mail from Lord Lyons, or waj/ortign dttpait^eM or papen 
of any kind whatever ; that I destroyed no part of said mail, but nmply exans- 
ined the same, or a part thereof; that if said mail, or any part thereof^ was de> 
stroydl, it was done by irresponsible and unanthoriied parties. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

B. T. GARRETT, 
Lieutenant CoUmel 2<I Illmais Catdby. 
Colonel D. B. Buav, 

2d Illinois Cavalrjf. 

Headuuartbrs Hiutary Dis't West MissisaiFn, 

Ja/y 29, 1864. 
A true eopy: 

B. P. MORET, 
Captain and Acting Auistami Adjutant GmeraL 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyomo. 



Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

WoMkingUm, AmguH 12, 1864. 

My Lord : Referring to yonr communication of the 30th ultimo, in regard to 

Urge purchases of cotton said to haye been madeunder Treasury regulations by tlie 

Messrs. McDonald Brothers & Co., of Montreal, so fiu* as it rdiOes to the effed 

of the recent act of Congress upon such purchases, I have the honor to cnclo — b 
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iQ reply, a copy of a letter 6pm Gkorge Harrington, esq., the Acting Secretair 
of the Treasuiyy and four printed copies of the rules and regulations to which 
it refers. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, mj lord, your obedient scr- 
Tant» 

WILLIAM H, SEWAUD. 

Right Hon. Lord L\on8, Ijfc^ ^ ijfc 



Mr, Harrimgtom f# Mr. Sewmri. 

Trbasury Dbpartmbnt, 

August 11, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of the 6th 
instant, transmitting copj of a communication from Ix>rd Lyons, and enclosure, 
relative to certain cotton allied to have been purchased by Messrs. McDonald 
Brothers & Co., of Montreal, under treasury permits. ' 

The regulations of this department of the 29th July concerning commercial 
intercourse (copies of which are enclosed herewith) provide for the transporta- 
tion to the market of products purchased in good faith under proper authorities, 
and paid for prior to tlie date thereof, in the same manner and subject to the 
same conditions as products raised by the labor of fireedmen, (see pages 30, and 
24-5.) 

No information is furnished in regard to the location of the cotton in question ; 
but if it is within the lines of military occupation by the national forces, it is 
believed the provisions above cited will remove all ground of complaint so far 
as this denartment is concerned. 

The order of General Washburn referred to, and the action in regard to it, 
desired by Messrs. McDonald Brothers & Co., are matters exclusively within the 
jurisdiction of the War Department. 



With great respect» 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State. 



GEO. HARRINGTON. 
Acting tkcretary of the Treatury. 



Lord Lyom to Jlr. Seward. 

Washington, August 3, 1864. 

Sir ; I had great satisfaction in communicating to the governor eenend of 
Canada the order permitting the exportation of anthracite coal to that prov- 
ince, of which you did me the honor to send a copy to me with your note of 
the 30th ultimo. 

I beg leave to transmit to yon a copy of a prodamation prohibiting the ex- 
portation firom Canada of anthracite coal in any manner or way whatever. 

It it at the same time my pleasing duty to request the government of the 
United States to accept the best thanks of the eovemor general for its compli- 
ance with the application which I made to it by his excellency's desire for a 
modification of the prohibition to export coal of this description from the United 
States. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent» humble iervant* 

LTONa 

Hon* WiLUAM H. Sbward, tfc^ tgc, tgc 



M 



mm m ■ j^ 
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PlOTlNrB OP 0A2IA9A. ICOHCK. 

VictoriA.bj the grace of God, of tbe United Kingdom of Oremt Britain a^ 
Qncen, defender of the Cuth kc^ fce^ kc 



J. A. McDoimM. WbercMit b tnandbTaiiactof tliePariiuneot otmarmtak 
Att'ji Gtm^rU, proTince of Caudftt ouide and pasaed in die twenl^-eeTendi 
entitled "* An net to amend the net renpecting duties or c 



year of our reirn« entitled ^Aaaet to amend the net respecting 
and the collection thereof," amongst other things, in e£lect enacted that oar ipor- 
emor in coancil ma j, b j proclamation, or order in oonndl, at an j time, and from tioM 
to time, prohibit the exprtrtation of the following goods : arms, amnranition and 
ganpowder, militaij and naral stores, and any articles which our g o v e rnor in 
council tliall judge capable of being oonverted into or made nsefnl in increas- 
ing the quantitj <if militarr or naval stores; and whereas our governor in 
council has judged that anthracite coal maj be couTerted into or nuide oaeAiI 
in increasing the quantity of militaij or naral stores, and has deemed it expo> 
dient that the exportation thereof from our province of Canada be prohibited: 
Now, therefore, know ye that we do, bj and with the advice of our execotive 
council, and bj this our roval proclamation, prohibit tJke txportatiom Jrotm omr 
j>rdcinc€ of Canada ofantkradu coal in anj manner or way whatev^* i ct aR 
which our loviog 8ubjccts are to take notice, and govern thenieelves accordinglj. 

In testimonj whereof, we have caused our letters to be made patent, and the 
great seal of our said province of Canada to be hereunto affixed. WitQCM our 
r.ght truetj and well-beloved cousin, the right honorable Charles StanleT* Vls- 
C4»unt Monck ; Baron Monck, of Ballytrammon, in the county of Wexforo, gov- 
ernor j^neral of British North America, and captain general and govemor-in-chief 
in and over our provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the 
ii«land of Prince Edward, and vice-admiral of the same, dec, dcc^ 3mu, at our 
government house, in our city of Quebec, in our said province of Canada* this 
fixth day of August, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-four, and in the twenty-eighth year of our rdgn. 

By command : WILLLAM McDOUOAIJU 

SecrtUury* 



Mr, Seward to Lard Lyam. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb, 

Wathingtwh AtigmH IS, 1861. 

Mv Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note <tf the 
5th instantp in which, referring to my note of the 8th ultimo in regard to the i; 

case of the Labuan, nnder instructions from her Majesty's secretary of state, wril> 
ten before the reception by her Majesty's government <^ a copy <d my note 
above menUoned, vour lordship inquires what progress has been made towards 
the settlement of tnat case. 

In reply, I have the honor to inform your lordship thai since the date of my / 1 i^ 

last note on the subject the answer of the United States consul at Matamoras in 
relation to the commission which was daily expected has not yet reached hem. 

I have the honor to be» with high considerati<m9 my lord, your obedient 
vaatv 

WILLL&U n. 8EWABD. 

Right Hon, LosD Lyons, ^e^ 4r.» fe. ij ij 



ij 



•M 



\\ 
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Mr. S<w€wd to Lard Lyons. 

Department op State* 

WashingtoM, August 15, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the lionor to acknowledse the receipt of your commanica- 
tion of the 11th instant, in regard to passes desired by tne Messrs. McDonald, 
of the firm of Messrs. McDonald Brothers & Co., of Montreal, to travel for busi- 
ness Durposes in the military district of West Tennessee, and, in reply, to inform 
your lordshiD that on the 12th I commended the matter to the attention of the 
Secretaiy ot War. 

I have the lionor, referring to your lordship's letter of the 30th ultimo, con- 
cerning these gentlemen, so far as relates to their fear that the recent order is- 
sued by the military authorities will interfere with their visiting that city, to 
enclose, in reply, a copy of a letter of the 9th instant from the War Department. 

I have the nonor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient scr- 

TRSly 

WILLIAM H. SEWAKD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 4(v-» 4^ ic. 



Mr* Dsnm is Mr, Scwsrd. 

War Department, 
Washington City, August 9, 1864. 

Sir: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 6th instant, communicating the request of Messrs. McDonald 
Brothers & Co^ made tlirough Lord Lyons, for permission to visit Memphis, 
Tennessee, from time to time, and, in replya to inform you that no pass what- 
ever is necessary in order to enable any person to proceed to l^temphis; but 
that the subject, in accordance with your request, will be referred to Major 
General Washburn for report 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State^ Ifc. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

Department op State, 

Washington, August 15, 1864. 
My Lord : Becurring to your communication of the 30th ultimo, relative to 
;i « the refusal, on the part of the collector of the port of New York, to grant 
-! a clearance of certain merchandite shipped by Messrs. Darrell 6c Nash to Nas* 

k san, in the Bahama islands, I have the honor to enclose for your information a 

i, ^P7 ^f * letter of the 11th instant, and of its accompaniment, upon the subject, 

}\ from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 

|i I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 8er> 

!' ▼ant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Loed Lyons, ^^Ct^e. 
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Mr. BmrimUm !• Mr. < 

TmmxsvRr DmPAtLTmmxT, Am^wfst 11, 1861. 
8it : In replr to joor ktter of Uie 3d instant, trmnsmittiiif "copj^ of a o o ni 
munication of tm 30tli vlthno from Lord Lyoos* reUtive to the refasal, on Uie 
pn of the collector of the port of Nev Tone, to riTe Meseis. Darrell & Nash* 
britb«h merchanta. clearance on certain merchaoaiee shipped hy them to Nna- 
MQ* in the Bahama islanda,'* I have now the honor of transniittiii|^ ^^PY ^ * 
report of the collector at New York npon the eate» dated 3d inataat. 

In Tiew of the facta as stated hr the collector I coold not but approT« lus 
action. The »ame mle wonld hare been enforced against dtiaens o£ Um United 
States in a like case. 

I hare the booor to be» with great respect* Tovr obedient serraot. 

Q. HARRINGTON. 
Aamg SeartUrg ^tJU IVemsMr^. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. SswAtOb 

Seer€tarp ^ StmU, 

CusTOM-HocsB, Nbw TotK, . 

ColUeU^t Ojpce, August 3, 1864. 

Sit : I have the honor to submit to the department the facts in a cane in 
which, in compliance with the act of Congress passed Maj 20, 1862, and arti* 
cle 36 of the Treasunr Regulations of September 11, 1863, 1 refused to clear 
certain goods proposed to be sbipped bj the firm of Darrell & Nash, of thia citjv 
to Kaf sau. New Pro\'ii1ence, per the British schoonej- Electric 

These gentlemen have for some time been en^god, as I have reason to be> 
licTC, in shipping goods to blockade runners at Nae&au, to be sent to the States 
in rebellion. 

As evidence of such transactions on tbeir part, I am informed that when 
bonds were first exacted at this port on shipments to Nassau, and before thej* 
were exacted on shipments to tne islands of Bermuda, this firm, to avoid the 
reflations at this port in respect to shipments made to Nassau, " cleared** a ves- 
sel for Bermuda, but reall j sent her and her cargo directly to Nassau. And the 
goods were there delivered to blockade runners. 

Recently I was notified by the United States consul at Turk's island that a large 
portion of the cargo of the Crusader, which cleared from this port for Elingston* 
Jamaica, on the 19th of May last, had been landed at Orand Turk, and there 
delivered to the agent of Wach, of Nassau, a notorious blockade runner, and 
that said agent was then making arrangement to ship the same to Nassan. He 
further informed me that Messrs. Darrdl & Nash were the parties in New Toik 
who acted as the agents of said Wach. 

Messrs. Darrell k Nash subsequently admitted to the officers of the customs f| 

that they shipped the goods by the Crusader to Grand Turk, as refened to by i 1 

the United States consul, and that they were shipped on account of Wach, of J| 

Nassau, and were destined for that port On this shipment no bond was given. [ Ai 

A few days ago they pronosed to make another shipment to Nassau, wmch I } -j 

refused to permit them to ao, having satisfactory reasons to believe that such 
goods, although sent to Nassau, were really intended for ports or places ki pos- 
session or under control of insurgents against the United States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 1 f it 

0. P. OUNCH, Jkputg CoOaaor. J ? |] 

Hon. WiLUAM Pitt FsssBNOtii, j ^ I 

Secretary efike Treatmrf. 1 1 1| 
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Lord Lyont to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, August 17, 1864. 

Sit : A, Mrs. Yemer, who claims BritWh protection, has written to me from 
Montreal, Gana^ a letter relative to lier onij son, Jobn Arthur, who appears 
to have ran awaj from his home, at Montreal, in 1862, when only fourteen 
yeaia old ; to have then enlisted in the United States military service, and to be 
now in company K, 12th New York cavalry, stationed at Palmer, near New- 
bem. North Carolina. 

Mrs. Yemer informs me that Sir William Yemer, her son's great undo, who is 
in England, and appears to be interesting himself to procure the youth's dis- 
charge, has authonzed her to say that any bounty money which her son has 
received will be duly repaid. 

The certificate of baptism of John Arthur Yemer, which has been transmitted 
to me by Mrs. Yemer, is herewith enclosed* I b^ that you will retum it to me. 

Mrs. Yemer makes an urgent appeal to me to take steps to obtain her son'b 
discharge, and I b^ to submit her appeal to the favorable consideration of the 
United States government. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 

Secretary of State. 



CertifUmU tf hmpiiim. 



John Arthur Cole, son of John and Charlotte Sherwood Yemer, bom June 
30, 1848, baptized January 2, 1849, by me. 

EDWARD DENRICHE. 

The above certificate of the baptbm of John Yemer, son of John Willoughby 
Yemer, nephew of Sir William Yemer, Bart^ was copied firom the register of bap- 
tism of St. Peter's church, Breckville, this 31st of May, 1864, by me. . 

F. R. TANE, 
Pastor of Breckville, Canada West. 

I, Alonzo Byinston Dana, mayor of the town of Breckville, in the county of 
Leeds, province of Canada, do certify that I am well acquainted with the Rev. 
F. R. Tane, above named, and that he is the incumbent or rector of St. Peter's 
church in Breckville aforesaid, and that the foregoing certificate was this day 
acknowledged before me by the said F. R. Tane, that he did write and sign the 
said foregoing certificate. 

I In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the corporate 

seal of the said town of Breckville to be affixed hereto this 7th day of June, 

I A. D. 1864. 

[u 8.J A. B. DANA, Mayor. 



Lord Lyeme to Mr. Seu:ard. 

Washingtok, Atiguit 17, 1864. 
SiE : Complaints having been made to her Majesty's consulate at New York 
tbat several British subjects had been illegally enlisted into the United States 
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cocu«l setit rrcmdj ooe of kk clerks witk a vrittcn req«e«t to Aidflural Pbb1£ 
icg for pmnU MOO to lunro ftceroo to tlieoe ami, bol tke peno 

A» k is nammJIj of iraporUnee tliat tke Ttif comtJL before 
mitters b* fure tbe l<*^tiott. tbooU be enabled to elicit all tke facts ^ 

ihrm, I thjkll frrl obli^^ if pennUfioB could be granted to kia to "visitv ciSftcr m 
prTMm or bj depotj, tke recciriiig-ek^ w kmem tke aatare of thm ease anj 
rronire k. 

I bare tbe kotxir to be» witk tke higbest coiMJdc ritios, nr, TO«ir : 
kamble eerraat. 

I.TOKa 

Horn. WtLUAX H. Sswaa^ kc^^e^^c 




Mr. Sewmri #• Lm^ Lfmt$. 



Dapa a T MBj iT op Statb, 

WkMmgtam, Amgutt 18, 1854. 

y Y Lord : I bare tbe bonor to acknowledge tbe receipt of yoor note at the 
13lb instant, wbick was accompanied bj a copj of tke Canada CUaette extxa* 
of tbe 6tb in^tanu containing a proclamation of tke taaie date* iasoad bjr kia 
excellency tbe governor general of Canada, probilmg tke ezportatioii ftoaa that 
province of 'andiradte c<Md in anj manner or war wkaterer. 

In reply, I bave tbe bonor to inform jonr lordship tbat tbe course of Ida exeel- 
lencj in making an unqualified probibition of sock coal fiom Canada is hBghly 
satisfactory to this government A copy of yonr lofdsbip*s note and of bis 
excellency's proclamation bas been comninnieated to tke Secietaiy of tke 
Trea^orr as fulfilling, so far as it can be done in adTanoe» tbe eonditiaBa upon 
wbicb tke executive order of tbe President of tke United States of tke 30th 
nltimo, a transcript of wbicb accompanied my note of tke same date to your 
lordskip, was to go into effisct. 

I kare tbe honor to be» with bigk consideration, sir, yonr obedient servant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWA&D. 

Rigkt Hon. Lo^D Lyons, ^^ 4e^ fc 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lfomo. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WaskimgUm, AmgmH 20, 1864. 
My Lord: Referring to yonr note <^ tbe 13tk instant, and to my reply of 
tke IStk in regard to tbe modification of tbe ezecntire order of tke President of 
tke United Sutes of tbe 14tb of April, 1862, 1 have the bonor to Aldose, for 
yonr lordship's information and use, three printed copies of an instruction of tke IP! 

17tk instant, issued by tbe Acting Secretary of the Treasury to tke proper [ I ; 

ofBcers on tke subject \ \ 

I bsTe tbe honor to be, witk kigk consideration, my lord, yonr obedient^ ! .'• 

servant, J 

WnUAM H. SEWABD. j ^j 

Right Hon. Lord^ Lyons, ^c ^r^ |r- ^ 1 ( 

■J, 



I 
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Trbasuey Dbpartmrnt, AuguMt 17, 1864* 
This depaTtment liavhifl^ been offidallj notified tliat tbe conditions named in 
the Executive order of the 30th July, 1864, have been complied with bj the 
government of Canada* to wit» that the exportation of anthracite coal from the 
province of Ganada should be prohibited, the instmctions of thi» department, 
heretofore issued, prohibiting the exportation of anthracite coal from the United 
States are herebv so far modified that such coal may be exported except by sea 
into Canada, witnout restriction. 

GEORGE HARRINGTON, 

Acting Secretary of the TVeawry. 



Lard I^fons to Mr. SewarJL 

Washington, Avgust 22, 1864. 
Sir: As I had the honor to inform you in my note of the 8th instant, I re- 
cdved with much satisfaction the assurance conveyed to me in your note of the 
5th instant, that hereafter, when application shall be made for the discharge of 
an alleged subject of a foreign power, the man whose discharge is applied for 
will be retained at the draft rendezvous, or, if in active service, sent to said ren- 
dezvous until an investiKation can be made in his case. Ton have since been 
so good as to send me, from time to time, copies of orders to the above cfTect, 
issued by the War Department in numerous cases, in which I have broueht to 
your notice the claims of British subjects to be discharged ftom the United 
States service. The arrangement appears, therefore, to 1^ punctually carried 
out bv that department, and it will certainly tend to diminish the painful im* 
pressions which the constant complaints of the improper enlistment of British 
subjects in the United States have made upon her Majesty's government 

U appears, however, to be still necessary that some security should be given 

that obstacles will not be thrown in the way of British subjects who desiie to 

bring their claims to the notice of her Majesty's consuls or of this legation, 

that the investigation will in every case be perfectly fair and impartial, and that 

proper facilities for establishing tiieir claims will be given to the claimants who 

are, in the majority of instances, ignorant, illiterate men. With a view to at- 

tiuiung these objects, I venture to direct your particular attention to the enclosed 

extract from a report made to me by her Majesty's acting consul at New York, 

and especially to recommend to consideration the suggestion made by him, 

' tiiat in case of British subjects stated to have been improperly enlisted in the 

> United States service some person deputed by the nearest British consul should 

!} be present at the investigation. 

!^ llie adoption of such an arrangement would, I diink, have the effect, in the 

i' first place, of increasing the nrobability that substantive justice would be done 

1| in the several cases; aud in the second place, of removing misapprehension, and 

'; allaying the wide-spread dissatisfaction on the subject of these enlistments, 

i: which is exercising so unhappy an influence on the feeling in her Majesty's 

\ \ dominions towards this country. 

.|. I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 

i' humble servant* 

Vi LYONS. 

U Hon. William H. SswAto, ^v., ^., fc 
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Mr. Mlwmrii t« L«r< LfMt. 

[EztnMt] 

British GoifftULATB, 
^n9 York, A^guH Ih 1S64. 

I have the honor to report that I yesterday Tisited Hart's island with a Tieir, 
as far as possible, to ascertain the ground for the nomerous complaints lately 
made to her Migesty's legation and to this consnlate* by British snbjects* of 
having been kidnapped and taken to that place preparatory to bdng sent to tlie 
army. 

Hart*s island is situated in the Long Island sound, about twen^-fiTo milet 
from this place, and is, from its position, and for the want of any regular communi- 
cation therewith, very difficult of access. 

General Dix, to whom I had applied for the necessary permisdon to Tint 
Hart's island, at once acceded to my request, and« at my suggestion, supplied 
me with a letter of introduction to the officer in command there. 

On my arrival at the island I was courteously received by the officers there, 
who expressed sreat willingness to place at my disposal every means witfaia 
their reach for the investigation of any case I might desire to look into. 

It would have been unreasonable to exnect that these officers would have 
volunteered information upon the subject or my visit ; and I was therefore, as I 
foresaw I should be, oblifi;cd to restrict my investigations to such cases as I 
could refer to as havinsp been before brought to my notice. These consisted of 
cases in which the parties were being detained in conseauence of representations 
made by your lordship, or by this consulate, to the authoritiea. 

These men were all questioned by me, witb a view, if possible to ascertain 
the names of others who might be similarly situated. They expressed great un- 
willingness to give such information, and m one instance positively refbsed to 
do so, alleging that they would be subject to severe punishment if they did. 

The^ aU assured me that there had, at different times, been a laree number 
of British subjects at Hart's island who complained of having been iUegally en- 
listed. That the number of these cases have, at any time, amounted to what 
the excited imaginations of these men represent 1 do not think; but, at the 
same time, I see good reason to fear that very many of these cases have never 
reached this consulate. 

The general custom at Hart's island would appear to be to send off to the army 
a number of troops two or three times a week. Sometimes they would appear 
to be detained during several days upon the bland, and at other times to be 
immediately sent away. 

Upon the morning of the day upon which I had first obtained permission from 
General Dix to visit Hart's island, (this visit I was subsequently obliged to post- 
pone until yesterday,) a much larger number than usual would appear to have 
been sent awavt and on Sunday mi another shipment took place. 

In many of^^tbese cases, even were the parties aware that their proper course 
would be to lay their complaints before the consul, and were diey Uiemsdves 
able to do so, or get others to write for them, the short time during which many 
of them remain upon the island would preclude the possibUitv of such applica- 
tions. Several complaints were made to me that proper facilities were not given 
to British subjects to lay their cases before her Majesty's representatives; and 
I was told that men had been imprisoned in the guard-house for having attempted 
to communicate their grievances to the consuL 

Complaints of this nature have reached me from so many different quarters 
that there would appear to be reason for believing that they are not entirdy 
without foundation m truth. 
44 c <^ 
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I was told that those who succeeded in making such complaints were tannt- 
inglj designated as ^Lord Ljons's men'* and the ''consul's men,'* and were 
generally set at the most laborious and disagreeable kind of work» snch as dig- 
ging trenches, building stone walls, Sec That it may not be condudve to the 
preservation of a ri^d military discipline to enconrage complaints on the part 
of recruits, I can vei^ well understand ; but that the officials meet these com- 
plaints in a proper spirit, I fear there is too much reason for doubting. 

Hy representations in these cases of alleged kidnapping to the local officials 
are generally replied to with courtesy and promptitude, but I feel that it would 
be useless to expect that they should exceed the strict limit of what they con- 
sider their official duty in reference to them. 

The evidence taken where a complaint of kidnapping is made must almost 
necessarily be of an ex parte nature, and the generally official character of such 
evidence cannot but outweigh any simple statement by the recruit 

Although the investigation of these cases may be conducted with a desire on 
the part of the United States officials to render justice, yet I cannot but think 
that the present aystem is open to grave objections. 

In no case, so far as I have been able to ascertain, is the recruit confronted 
with the parties who are charged with having kidnapped him. He is generally 
subjected to an inouisitorial examination by men greatly his superiors in point 
of position and eaucation, who, if so inclined, might easily extort statements 
calculated to injure his case. 

There is, however, reason to fear that these investigations are not always 
conducted entirely without prejudice. 

It appears to me that these objections mi^ht, in some measure, be obviated, 
if the United States government would consent, in all cases of alleged illegal 
enlistment, that some person be present at the official investigation on the part 
of her Majesty's consuL In addition to the advantage of the recruit having a 
proper person present to protect him against imposition, the consul would then 
be much better able to judge whether the case was such as to justify an applica- 
tion to the legation. 

Although Uicre would appear to be eood reason for believing that there are 
many such, I. feel that it would be hopeless ; and for some reasons it would ap- 
pear to be undesirable to attempt to ferret out cases which have not been vol- 
untarily brought to the notice of her Majesty's legation or consulate. 
J, have &C.9 &e.« 

PIEBPONT EDWARDS. 

Acting Consul. - 
LoBD LvoNa* O. 0. B., fv., ^^ ^e. 



Lord Lyoni to Mr, SeMoarJL 

Washington, AuguH 22, 1864. 

Sir: With reference to your note to me of the 5th July, and to my note to 
you of the 8th of July, I have the honor to transmit to you herewith conies of 
a despatch, and its enclosure, which I have received from the governor of New- 
foundland, respecting the statement that three pardoned criminals had been sent 
from St John to New Boston. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sur, your most obedient, 
humUe servant^ 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. SswAtD, 4c^ ^C, tfC. 
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Mr. Iliiytet to Mr. B M mtr m m m , 

St. John, JUy 26, 1864. 

8ti : I Iiav« the lionor to acknowledge the receipt of year ezceDency's com- 
munication of jeaterday's date, enclosing copy of a despatch from Lord Lyons, 
under date of the 8th of July instant, forwarding a communication from Mr. 
Seward to his lordship, under date of the 5th of July instant, and a letter £rom 
Mr. Leadi, United States vice-consul at this port, to Mr. Seward, on the snhject of 
three prisoners — Daniel Hurley. Bryan Sheehy, and James Nowlan — alleged 
by Mr. Leach to have been sent by tne local government to Boston, and JUreet- 
ing me, for the information of the United States government, to report upon this 
despatch. 

In obedience to your excellency's commands, I beg to acquaint you that about 
the 20th of May last the three men above named, Uiey then being under sen- 
tence of imprisonment in the St John penitentiary for various offences, peti- 
tioned for a remission of that part of their punishment, undertaking, if their ap- 
plication was acceded to, to leave the colony. The prayer of this petition war 
granted in the hope that, by being permitted to proceed to some place where 
their offences were unknown, these men would be enabled to retrieve their 
characters and to become useful members of society; and passages were accords 
ingly provided for them on board the brig Arthur, then about to leave for the 
Unitea States. Mr. Leach is, however, altogether incorrect in stating that they 
were sent by the local government. Banishment formed no part of their sea* 
tence, and the government had no power to send them out of the country, ex* 
cept with their own free wilL It was a matter of total indifference to the local 
government whither they went, provided they left the colony, and they them- 
selves selected the United States as the countty to which they would proceed* 
believing they would there have a greater chance of obtaining employment thaa 
elsewhere. They refused to go to any other place; and Sheehy, who had just 
obtained his discharge from the rifle companies when arrested, liad pofessed his 
intention of proceeding to the United States under any circumstances. Of the 
two others, I have just learned that Huriey has, since his arrival, been engaged 
at good wa^es, and has now sent for his wife and family. 
I have, dec, &e.» 

H. W. HOTLES, 
H. M:$ AUamey Getitralfor Netefimmdiani. 

Sir A. BANKBtMAN. 



<?#e. ManmermMm to Lord Lytrng^ 

GOVBRNMBNT HOUSB, 

Kewfoundkutdf AuguH 6, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's despatck 
of July 8, sending me a copy of a note firom the Secretazy of State of the 
United States, wiu a report made to him by the United States consul here 
relative to three pardoned criminals '^ having been sent from Newfoundland te 
Boston,'* and requesting me to obtain information regarding this matter. 

I have to regret that Mr. Leach, the consul, before troubling the Secretaiy <|l 
State, omitted to make any communication to myself or the government here oa 
the subject-matter of his report 

I beg leave to enclose, for the information of the Secretary of State, a.letter 
from the attorney general, Mr. Hoyles, the law-adviser of the crown herei rel*» 
tive to the consiu's report 
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In addition, I maj state, what yonr lordsbip is aware of, that a power is vested 
in me hj ber Majesty (as also in all other governors) to pardon or commute the 
sentence of all persons tried and convicted before judicial tribunals in the colonv ; 
but w)ietk petitions are addressed to me bj criminals, or persons in their behalf^ 
I have invariably referred such documents to the judges, or others who preside 
at the trials, to repoi-t whether there are any circomstances to justify, in their 
opinion, a commutation of the sentence; and by these reports I am generally 
(but not always) guided. 

The criminals alluded to, I ascertained, were sentenced to imprUonment ; 
banishment forming no part of the sentence. They earnestly petitioned that 
their imprisonment should be shortened on condition that they would leave this 
colony, and they also earnestly prayed that they might get a passage to the 
United States, where they hoped to obtun employment and redeem weir char- 
acter where they were not known* 

The passage was accordingly given* And this is a common occurrence, pas- 
sages having Deen granted in similar cases to Canada or some of the other jf^rov- 
inces, and sometimes to the United Kingdom — the passage-money frequently 
being less than the cost which the colony would incur by supporting them in 
jaU 

Your lordship will observe, however, that I had no power or authority to 
tend the three men alluded to to the United States. 
I have, &c^ &c^ 

A. BANNERMAN, Governor. 

Lord Lvoxa, ^^ ^^ Ijfc 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, August 3, 1864. 

*StR : Her ^jesty's government have had under their consideration the notes 
which you did me the honor to address me on the 25th of May and 27th of June 
las^ respecting the coals, carried off from Angra Pequena by the United States 
ship Yanderbilt. 

Her Maiesty's government have learned from these notes that the eovem- 
ment of the United States holds that the bill of lading forwarded to Messrs. 
{Sinclair, Hamilton & Oo. does not sufficiently show that at the time the coals were 
taken ftom Angra Pequena they were in point of fact the property of Messrs. 
Anderson & Co.; and, moreover, that the government of the United States con« 
«ider it material to have information as to Uie purpose for which the coals were 
sent to Anrra Pequena before admittmg the daim of Messrs. Anderson & Co. 
to be paid for them. 

With respect to the ownership, the bill of lading appears to her Majesty's 
l^vemment to be sufficient in the circumstances and for the purpose for which 
It was wanted. I nevertheless submit to yen herewith a solemn declaration, 
made by Mr. James Murison, a merchant residing at the Cape of Good Hope, 
'dedaringthat he knows of his own knowledge that the coal was the property of 
Messrs. Wm. Anderson, Saxon & Co., and stating particulars in corro^ration 
of this fict I trust that this document will preaude any farther question on 
d^ispart of the sntjeet 

Widi respect to die destination <^ the coals, I am commanded by her Majesty's 
l^c^emment io state distinctly that, in their opinion, the coals mie^ht just as law* 
lully be sent to Angra Pequena for the purpose of supplying the wanta of the 
soiled oonfederata ship-of-war asof a United States ship-of-war; and thai 
for a United States ship-of*war to take, without payment* British property on 
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a neutral shore* merelj becunBe it was intended to be sold bj its owners to a 
sbip-of-war of the other belligerent* would be an act of simple trespass, withool 
jostification from the law of nations. 

Her Majes^s govemment cannot ooncelve ihat any jurist woold or oooEl 
maintain, either npon prindple or authority* a contrary opinion; and diey hare 
instructed me to press ihis point of mariUme international law strong vfitm 
the government of the United States. 

Begging you to be so good as to send the declaration back to me* I have As 
honor to M* with the highest consideration, your most obedient* humble setrant 

LTON& 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4^ ^c., fc 



L 



I* John Harrison, of the dty of London, notary public by royal- anthonty 
duly admitted and sworn, do hereby certify and assert unto all persons to whom 
these presents shall come* as follows: 

1. The sheet of piqper which is hereto annexed and paged from 1 to 3; m» 
clusively, contains true and foithM copies of* and agreeing word for word and 
figure for figure with, the original declaration purporting to have been made by 
the therein-named declarant* James Murison* and tlie consular legality following i 
the same. 1 

2. I have compared the said annexed copy with the said original dedaniiott 

and consular legality, which have been produced to me fiM* that purpose. ) 

Whereof an act being required* I have granted these presents under my mg* 
nature and o£5cial seal, to serre as need may reouire, in London, dns 
[l. 8.] fourth day of August, in Uie year one thousand ei^t hundred and 
sixty-foqr. 

JOHN HARRISON, 

NotmryPMk. 



I, James Murison* a British merchant* residing at Cape Town, In the eokay 
of the Cape of Good Hope, do hereby solemnly and sincerely dedare^ that m 
the month of October, 1863, the United States steamer Vanderbilt* Gaptdm 
Baldwin* having arrived at Table bay* I was requested by the United States 
consul to purchase upon the most advantageous terms a supply of coJfertiie 
use of saia ship. That I thereupon made arrangements with Messrs. WilUiaa 
Anderson, Saxon & Co^ of Cape Town, merchants* who had commenced to defiver 
the coal, when ordera were sent from the governor of this colony to stop die I 

coaling, which, as the Vanderbilt had within three months taken in coal at jIs»> 
ritius, would have been a violation of the Queen's proclamation of neutndity* 
That thereupon the coaling was discontinued* about nineteen tons only having 
been shippea. I further declare that on the day of the departure of theVander^ j 

hilt from Table bay, Mr. William Anderscm* of Uie above firm of William Andei^ ^ 

son, Saxon & Co.* informed me that he had on Penguin island* on the coast* two ^ 

hundred and fifty tons of coaL which he offered for sale to the VanderbQt tf she 
required it That as Penguin island was dien considered British territory* and 1 

the Vanderbilt could not in that view have coaled tiiere without an iufractioa ,| 

of the neutralit)r laws* I did not submit Mr. Anderson's ofier to Captain Baldwin. t 

And I lasdy declare, that I know of my own knowledge that die eoal was j 

on Penguin island, and that it was the property dT Messra. William Anderson, t 

Saxon & Co. And I make this solemn declaration* consdentioudy bdievbg the I 
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Bame to-be tnie» and hj Tirtae of the pro^ions of the ordinance No. 6, 1845* 
entitled ** An ordinance for the suppression of voluntary and extragndidal oaths 
and affidayitSy and the subetitntion of declarations.'* 

JAMES HUBISON. 

Declared before me at Oape Town»thb twenty-third day of June, 1864* 

EDMUND HULL, 
Jusiiee of Ae Peace fw Cape Tonm and ike distrid tkereqfi 

I» Walter Oraham* consul for the United States of America»at Cape Town^ 
do hereby certify that Edmund Hull, before whom the above declaration was made 
18 a justice of the peace for Cape Town, and qualified to administer oaths under 
the colonial statutes, and that James Murison, the declarer, is a merchant of Cape 
Town* thoroughly credible, and that his signature attached to the dedaiation 
above is genuine. 

[u 3.] WALTER GRAHAM. 

United SiaUe ConsnL 



Lord LyonM to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, AuguH 24, 1864. 

Sir : On the 17th instant I had the honor to bring to your notice the case of 
John Arthur Vemer, who anpears to have run away from his home at Montreal 
when only 14 years old, ana to have enlisted in the United States army. 

I have now the honor, in pursuance of mstructions which I have received from 
her Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, to transmit to you 
copies of memoranda communicated to Earl Russell by Sir William Vemer, the 
great unde of the young man, and to recommend the case to early and fiivorable 
consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. WiixiAM H. Seward, ^^ 4^., ^. 



Sir ffiUUm Vwmtt !• iff. XjtijieHL 

86 Eaton Square, AnguH 1, 1864. 
In consequence of Mr. Layard*s kind offer of forwarding a letter to Lord Lyons, 
Sir William Vemer takes the liberty to trouble him with the endoeed. Sir 
William Vemer has made his statement as plain as possible, and adhered stricdy 
to the facts. However, should Mr. Layard consider any thing further necessaiy. 
Sir William Vemer will be much obliged for any suggestion he may offer. 



Sir WiaUm Vemer te Lerd LfM«. 

86 Eaton Square, August 1, 1864. 

The following statement is submitted to Lord Lyons by Sir William Vemer 
Bart, M. P., on bdialf of a young man the son of his nephew, who holds a small 
situation under the crown at Port Colbume. 

The person to whose case Sir William Vemer is anxious to direct Lord Lvons's 
attention has recently become a private soldier in the K company, New Yoik cav- 
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■bjt F«i Anirev, He oiBsted the Iwgiiiiiiiig of the preMot j^mr iwUbtnt Am 
knowledl^ or consent of hit parents* and was tbea onlj IG x^'^'* ^^ ^ 
Willias Vemer luu reasoo lo bdieTo ha twA, this step in expeetatioai of utiiiiig 
hla hmHj with the boontr he reeetred. 

Sir Williaro Veraer's object fai troahBaf Lord Ljona npoa tbe vnl^eet » to 
request his lordship's aMistance, should it become neoessaij tow^ards obtaloiiig 
the joonr man's discharve. Sir William Vemer has written to bis mother, to 
' Uie certificates of ase and any others wUdi mar be necess&rw towards 



forward the certificates of a<ce and anj others wUdi maj be i 
procming his discharge. Tlie mooej which mar be requisite for this pnrpooe 
Sir WiDiam Vemer will hare placed in the hands of the Americas mixuster m 
London* or in any other manner pointed oat by Lord Ljoas. 

From the drcnrastances here set forth, the extreme yonth of the boj^* and Ao 
revpectabilitj of his connexions. Lord Ljons can wdl nnderstsuid wbj Sir 
William Vemer shonld be desirons to release him from his present dl«|^racefal 

The intention he was supposed to have had in Tiew was defeated owiDf ta 
his having been robbed of au his mooej on his waj to join the regunent. 



Sir mmmm Venurt^EmH 

T1BA8CBT, AmguH 5» 1864. 

Sir William Vemer has the honor to acknowledge die receipt of a kgttCT bj 
direction of Earl Russell, for which he begs to return his best thanks. Sir Williaa 
Vemer loses no time in correcting the deficiency his lordship points ont, and the 
statement to Lord Lyons respecting the name of the young man on behalf of 
whom he calls his lordship's attention. He is the son of Sir William yemer*' 
nephew, John W. Vemer, who fills a small situation at Port CoIbume» under the . 

govemment The name of the young man is John A. 0. Vemer, and bj that |i 

name he enlisted. Sir William Vemer takes the liberty of enclosing a letter from \ ] 

his nephew at Port Colbnme, which will explain how he is ntuat^ 

Sir William Vemer has slieady instracted the boy's mother, Mrs. 0. L. Veroer, 
at present residing at Montreal, to forward to Lord Lyons the certificate of his aget 
and any other documents which may be necessary towards expediting his discharge. 
In the last letter from the young man to his mother, datM in April, he desires 
him (her) to direct to John A. U. Vemer, company K, New York cavalry. Pott 
Anderson. He mentions that one of their men had l>een carried off by the guerillas^ 
and they expected the others would share the same frdte. 

Sir William Vemer will write again to themother to forward the certificates, fee. 
86 Eaton Suuabs. 



JIfr. Seward to Lord Lyoms. ]% 



Dbpartmbxt of Statb, 7() 



WdMiingUmf AmguH 24, 1864* 
My Lord : I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's 
note of the 23d instant, in which you present a dedaration made by Jamea 
Murison in support of the claim of Messrs. William Anderson, Saxon ft C<mi- 
nany, of the Gape Town, for payment of some certain coal which was taken 
from the island of Angra Pequena by the ship Vanderbilt I have taken a 
copy of this instraroent for future reference, and, in comjdisnce with your re- 
quest, I send to you the originaL 
Her Majesty's goyemment, on behalf of the claimant, decline to ftimish in* 



1) 
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£onnation of the obpeet for whicli the coal in question Vas depodted bj the 
cldmants on a desolate and uninhabited ishmd, outside of the sphere of civil- 
ized states. In place of giving the information desired by this government on 
that point, her Majesty's government express the opinion that the coal might 
JQSt as lawfully be sent to Angra Pequena for the purpose of supplyine the 
-wants of a so-called confederate ship-of-war as of a United States enip-o^war, 
and that for a United States ship-of-war to take* without payment, British prop- 
erty on a neutral shore, merely because it was intended to be sold by its owners 
to a ship-of-war of the other belligerent, would be an act of simple trespass, 
without justification from the law of nauons. 

This government is therefore left to infer, from these remarks, that the claim- 
ants placed their coal on the bland of Angra Pequena for the use of the navi- 
eators of the Alabama. Her Majesty's eovemment are already aware that, in 
die opinion of the United States, the Aliu)ama is not a lawful vessel of a lawful 
belligerent power, but a vessel built, manned, armed, and equipped in a British 
nort, and put on the high seas by British subjects to make war against the 
United States in violation of the law of Great Britain, of treaties, and of the 
law of nations ; and that this government, instead of holding itself under obli- 

Sition to indemnify the pirates of the Alabama, is looking to the justice of 
reat Britain for indemnities from the many signal injuries which the citizens 
of the United States have sustained at the hands of British subjects who are 
engaged in that most unjustifiable enterprise. The claimants in the present 
case are regarded as having no more just claims upon the United States than 
the owners and crew of the Alabama have for indemnity for the losses they 
sustained in the destruction of that vessel in her combat with the United States 
8huM>f-war Kearsaige. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ^e^ 4^, ^r. 



iUr. Seward to Lord Lyom. 



DePAKTMBNT OP SXATE, 

Washington^ August 25, 1864. 
My Lord : With reference to your note of the 17th instant, in which a wish 
is expressed that permission may be granted to her Majesty's consul to visit, 
either in person or by deputy, the receiving-ship at New York, whenever the 
nature of the case may require it, I have the honor to enclose, in reply, a 
copv of a letter of the 23d instant from the Secretary of the Navy, and to be, 
with high consideration, your lordship's obedient servant, 

WILLIA31 H. SEWARD. 
Right Hon. Lord Lyons, 9ge^ 9fe^ fge. 



Mr. WtXUs f Mr. Sapmrd. 

Navy Dbpartmbnt, 
WasAingtoH, August 23, 1864. 
Sir : I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 18th instant, enclos- 
ing a copy of a note from Lord Lyons, [August 17,1 respecting the refusal of 
permission to a clerk of the British consul at New York to visit persons su|^ 
posed to be British subjects, illegally detained on board the receiving-ship 
Jforth Carolina. 
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TI16 depftrtment woold not. at mor tinM» witUioU pennisskm from tlie 
or hit depotj to Tisit aaj detimatM peraoo or penont, on bo«rd the raeehriog^ 
ship, for a tUded and reasooaUe porpoM; and, most probablj, the commandaiil 
at New York woald, im a clear ease, ateume the responsibflitj of grmnting rack 
permissioii without special aathoritj from the d^aitmeiit. 

Bat if it be detired that the coiml shall be at fibertr* whenerert in hisopni- 
ion, ''the natnre of the case may require it*** to Tisit the receiTin^-ahip in per- 
son or hj deputy, and examine persons on board, tlie departnent ia constramed 
to decline acceding to the soggestSon. 

I aou re«pectfully, jour obedient serrant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 



Hon. WiLUAM H. SswAtn, 4e^ ^e., fc 



Secretary ^ tkte Namjf. 



Mr. Bmndejf io Mr. Seward. 

Washi.xoton, AyguH 25, 1864. 

Sii : With reference to the note which Lord Ljons had the honor of add rco a 
ing to jou on the ilth ultimo* and to jour re^^j of the 21st ultimo, lelatiTe to 
the case of two apprentices belonging to the British bark Cusco, who had do* 
serted from that snip at Valparaiso, and been taken on board the United States 
sliip St. Marj's, I haTe the honor to enclose codt of a further letter from Mr. 
Nicol on this subject, transmitted to me bj her Majestj*8 principal secretarr of 
state for foreign affiurs, and to request yon to be good enough to inform me bow 
this case has progressed since the date of your last communicatioa, when it had 
been referred to the Nary Department. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 

ent, humble senrantt 

J. HUME BUSNLET. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, fc 4rx, fc 



1 
Mr.I9kdUEmHRm9$M. ( 

7 SWBBTINO StRBBT, DaLB StRBBT, 

Liverpooft AuguU 7, 1864. 

Hy Lord : Referring to my letter to your lordship of the 15th June, respect^ 
ing the two apprentices bdoneing to the British bark Guzco, wlio were detained 
on board the American ship-of-war 8t Hary 's, at Valparaiso, in Febmaiy last, I 
have the honor to inform your lordship that I have received the following addi- 
tional information from Captain McPherson, of the Cuzco, that vessel being now 
in Swansea. Captain Mcrberson being informed that the boys, Alfred Denrile 
and John Williams, were on board the St. Mary's, went to ask die assistance of 
the British consul in Valparaiso, who did not render him any, but recommended 
him to eo on board and claim the boys. Captain McPherson w^iton board and 
saw boUi boys, and actually had hold of one of them. Fearing, howeveiv to 
cause any disturbance on board the St Mary's, he did not struggle to letdn the 
boy he had hold of, and the two concealed themsdvet. 

Captain McPherson then saw the commander of the St Mary's, who o£Fered to 
muster the crew, which was done; but of course, the deserters did not present 
themselves. The commander said it was too much trouble to look tax them, 
and Captain McPherson had to leave without them, his ship being then nnder 
orders to proceed tp sea. He sailed, therefore* short of hands, and at his din* 



amp 
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cbaiging and loading porta had to emploj laborers to discharge and load his 
▼essel, and had to ship two hands as substitutes, for the homeward voyage, at 
a high rate. Particulars of the expenses incurred are annexed. As the Cuzco 
is about to sail again, I am obtaining^ from the captain a statement of the facts 
of the ease, in the form of a declaration* in the event of such being required hj 
your lordship. 

I mav mention that at the time the boys deserted the St Mary's was much in 
want of men, and was offering every inducement to get them. 
I am, &C.9 dcct 

WILLIAM NICOL. 

Eabl Busskll, Sfc^ Ijfc^ ^e. 

Ezpemci incurred by Captain McPkerson moing to the detention of his two 
apprentice on hoard the St, Mary'e* 

For labor discharging at TortorabeDo S9 00 

F6r labor loading at Ghaneral 42 52 

51 52 

Together$51 52 at 4#. 5<I. per dollar «e9 13 2 

For wages of two substitutes for the homeward voyage to Swansea. 29 13 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, August 29, 1864. 

Sir : Her Majestv's government have had under their consideration the com- 
munications which Ix>rd Lvons had the honor to receive from you on the 2d and 
13th of June, respecting the sinking of the British schooner oylvanus, and the 
imprisonment of her crew. 

Her Majesty's government have instructed me to express to you their regret 
that they are unable to regard the explanations which were enclosed as entirely 
satisfactory. Upon the first question, indeed, the sinking of the Sylvanus, 
her Majesty's government conceive that an adequate excuse has been offered, 
for it now appears that the Sylvanus refused to obey the summons of the 
belligerent, and took her chance of escape. Her fate would, therefore, seem 
to be the consequence of an unlawful disobedience to a lawful command. 
But the belligerent had no right to fire shell in the first instance, even though 
he fired it wide of the vessel, and her Majesty's government considers that it is 
very important that the acknowledged rule of firing in blank, in the first instance* 
should not be deviated from. 

With regard to the placing the men in irons, her Majesty's government are 
glad to see that the practice is not justified, and is said to be contraiy to order; 
out her Majesty's government cannot but think the excuse for it on this occa- 
sion inadequate. The United States government cannot suppose that neutrals 
will ever consent to the attempts continually beine made, during this war, to ex- 
tend, in various ways, the severe right of blockade, and to treat captured neu- 
trals as enemiet. 

The reference to the decisions of the court of New Brunswick, and of the 
Queen's Bench, in the extradition question, appears to her Majesty's government 
to be wholly irrelevant 

Her Majesty's government cannot perceive that these decisions, which were 
lawftilly given by lawful courts, upon a different matter, have any connexion 
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wlutrrcr with die Uockade, o» with Um oUlflrti^ 

neittnl, m to the means of cnforeiiif tlie Uodudcb and hor Migestj's go¥Cim» 
ment has directed me to repeat that tliej eannol eoosent tliat the crews uf cap- 
tured British resselst composed of her Majes^s snljerts* should be nnnishel 
bj penal treatment* which does not kwfkll j hdiong to the offence of tNreakmf 
a blockade. 
I. th«opu>k» or berlhiestT't gmrenuDWt die prewnt cue rdM. the qoe«> 
Droadljt] 



tion of jHindple more broadfjtperhaiis, than anrothcTv as it appears that the < 
of the SjlTanos were detained and imprisoned when no proceedings whaterer 
before any priso coart* on the part of toe captsrs» were taken or contemplated. 

Her Majestjr*s ^remment nare accordioglj fireeted me to make to 700, m 
fHendlj ierms» a reoresentation on the subject* and to saj that thej are cob- 
rinced that, on fartner reflecdon* jon will give 70V assent to the prindple laid 
down bj her Majestj's govenunent. 

I hare the honor to be, with the highest considerstion, nr* jonr most obe&at^ 
hnmble serrant* 

J. HmiE BURNLBT. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^e^ ^e^ ^e. 



Mr. Bmmley U Mr. SewarJL 

WAaBixoTO!f, AifgMH 31, 1864. 

Sia: I hare received a letter from a Mr. Charies A. Russell, who states dint 
he is captain of the British sloop Racer, of Nassau, K. P.; that he was captured 
ff Bull's baj bj the United States schooner Hope, on the 1st instant; that his 
vessel had no cargo, and that his register and clearance papers were all legal 
and correct After a delay of a week off Charleston, under protest, he was sent 
to Beaufort, N. 0^ where he now is, in tow of a gunboat. The 8k>op*i papem 
he informs me are detained bj Admiral Dahlgren, at Port RojaL The sloop 
itself hauled ashore, stripped and neariy wrecked, wlulst himself and crew woe 
held as prisoners, without anj trial or investigation. 

I have to request jou to cause the Navy I)eprtmenttomakean investiga&oi 
of this case, in order that if wrong has been inflicted, redress may be offsrei 

1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obed]ent» 
humble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 4«-» 4^ 4*^ 



Mr. BmrnUy to Mr. Sem^JL 



Washington, September 1» 1864. 

Sif: I have the honor to bring under yournoticetheendosedcopy of aletter 
from a Mr. A. N. Thompson, which has been forwarded to me by her Hajeety** 
consul at New York, relative to the liability of British sul^ects to militaiy ser- 
vice, from the mere fact of their having voted at ickooi meethg*. 

I should be glad to be informed, at your earliest convenience, whether a State 
election and a school ineetbg are to be considered to be on the same footmg as * 
rmrds citisenship. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient^ 
humUe servant* 

J. HUME BURKLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^ fc, ^e. 
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Mr. T%mmf9ont9 Briiisk Cansm^ Nem Tmk. 

Norfolk, St. Lawrbncb County, Nbw York, 

Avgust 29, 1864. 
Sir: I write at the solicitation of several BriUsb subjects resident in the 
United States with their families. The United States government claims from 
them militaiy service because they have assumed to m dUzens bj votine in 
school meetings. You will understand that these British subjects sent tneir 
children to those schools, and were taxed for their support. I will be greatly 
obliged if you will have the kindness to reply at your earliest convenience. 
Can thev be held! 

BespectfuDy youn, 

A. N. THOMPSON. 
British Consul, New York. 



Mr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washin^toih September 2, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Lord Lyons's commu- 
nication of the 25th ultimo, in regard to the cases <n two apprentices alleged to 
have deserted from the British oark Guzco, and to have been taken on board 
the United States ship-of-war St. Mary's. In reply I have the honor to inform 
you that I have transmitted a copy of that communication to the Secretary of 
the Navy, with a view to procuring the desired information. 

F. W. SEWARD, 



J. Hum B BuRNLBv, Esq., Sfc,, ^c, ^ 



Acting Secretary. 



Mr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Bwrnley. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WoMkimgUnh September 2, 1864. 
Sir: Referring to Lord Lyons's communications of the 17th and 24th ultimo, 
in regard to die enlistment under age, without parental consent, of John Arthur 
Vemer, I have the honor to enclose, in reply, a copy of a communication of the 
29th ultimo from the War Department. 

I have the honor to be, with high considerati<m, sir, your obedient servant, 

P. W. SEWARD, 



J. HuMB BuRNLBV, Esq., ^., ^c, ^e. 



Acting Secretary. 



Mr. Dmntt !• Mr. Sewmri. 

War Dbpartmbnt, 
Waskimgtom City, August 29, 1864. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of the 22d instant, endoung a copy of a note 
from Lord Lyons relative to the improper enlbtment of John Arthur Vemer, a 
minor, I am instructed by the Secretaigr of War to request that you will notify 
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the BHti«h wWrter «f Ae raks «f this aeputnnt. aal Ae < 

for th« disckuM «f mtnora. mdcr t^ act of C to ftic w appivred Jvlj l.'lSCi. 

jw set fortk iauUeocloffcdeopjofadreilarlcttarfiMitLeAdSvUasGcanBir 

I kT« Um Immmt to ^ iir, jiw oW&al tcrrMt 

Horn. WaiJAM H. 8bwab% 
ftcrrtery ^1 



If A F. IT. firiMrrf to Ifr. Amiliy. 

DBFAmiBirT OP 8tats» 

WoMking^m. Stfttmher 3, 1864. 
Sit : I Imre die Ixmor to AcknowMge die receipt of jtmt Bole of the 31«t 
ultimo, relathre to tke capture of tbe Brititli aloop BaecTt of Naaeaa^ and* » 
rrplj, to infona Toa tliat I hare trftnsnutted a copj thereof to Ao Oeci e tai/ ^ of 
the NaTj, who hat heen requested to iBTestigate the ease. wi& a Tiew to Ao 
adoption of vaA proceedings as the resuh vmj call ibr. 
Accept, fir, a renewe d assuranee of mj hin coosidcralioft. 

F. W. 8E WABDv 

J. HcMB BcBXLKT, Esq^ 4^ 1^ fge. 



Mr. Bmndey U Mr. StwmrJL 

WAsmif OTOX, gf/frwlfr 4» 1864. 

Sit: In the letter from the Navy Department, which jom Sd mtAm horn 
of forwarding to me on the 25th ultimo, relatiTo to a peimissiiHi to caable har 
Majesty's consul at New York to visit the receiring-ship at the BrodUjanaTT 
vara, with a riew of collecting eridence as to enH^ment of ftitish suhfeeta, k 
IS stated that this permission would not he withheld from the ooasnl or hia do- 
pu^ to visit any cesignated person or persons on board that ship tar a sUted 
and reasonable purpose. 

Her Majesty's eonsul, acting on these instructions, has invariablT, m address* 
ing Bear- Admiral Paidding, designated the persons ho wished to see, and 
stated his reasons for so doing. As his letters, however, have 19 to the pieo- . ,. 

ent dme remained unacknowMged, and access has been ddiarred to tM to- )| 

cetving-ship, I venture to bring this questicm again before you, m the hope / ^f 

that her Majesty's consul may at length rec«ve tbt permission without which 
the investigation into such cases of supposed ill^al enlistment would bo re»; ^7j{ 

derel quite nugatory. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest coDstderstioii, sfe, yov moat obo> 



^ent, humUo servant, f f 

J. HUME BUBNLET. 1] 

Hon. WnxiAM H. Sbwaud, fc, fe^ 4^ 



, II. 
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Itr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Bumley. 

• Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, SepUmher 7, 1864. 
Sir : Referring to Lbrd Ljodb's communication of the 30th of July last, rela- 
tive to the desire of Messrs. McDonald, Brothers & Company to visit Memphis, 
I haive the honor to enclose for joor information a copy of a letter of the 2a in- 
stant firom the War Department on the subject 

I have the honor to he* with high consideration* sir, yonr obedient servant* 

P. W. SEWARD. 

Acting Secretary. 
JosBPH HuMB BuRNLBV, Esq., ijfc^ lie, ijfC 



Mr. Dmnm U Mr. Sewrd. 

War Dbpartmbnt, 
Washington City, September 2, 1864. 
Sir: In reply to yonr letter of the 6th of August, relative to the desire of 
Messrs. McDonald, Ibrothers & Co. to visit Memphis, communicated to yon 
through Lord Lyons, I am instructed by the Secretary of War to inform you 
that Major General Washburn reports, that, under existing orders, private par- 
ties are not allowed to purchase cotton or other products of insurrectionary dis- 
tricts within the limits of his command. 

Your communication of the 12th ultimo upon the same subject, which was 
also referred to General Washburn, has not yet been returned. 
I have the honor to be» sir, yonr obedient servant, 

C. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
Hon* WiLUAM H. Sbward, 

Secretary qf State. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, September 8, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 4th 
instant in regard to obstacles in the way of her Majesty's consul visitine the 
receiving-ship at the Brooklvn navy yard with a view to the collection <tt evi- 
dence as to the enlistment of British snbiects, and in replv to inform you that I 
have invited the particular attention of the Secretary of the Navy to the matter. 
1 have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your ol)edient servant, 

WUJJAM H. SEWARD. 
J. Hums Burnlbv, £«£., ^., 4c ^c 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 

WASHiNQTOlf, September 9, 1864. 
Sir : I have been requested by his excellent the lieutenant governor of 
Nova Scotia to acquaint you with the endoeed orders ia council, directing that 
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Te88ck-of-war of die United States of Amenca* or of the so-caHed Gonfedeiate 
States* entering or approaching the immediate Ticinitj of the harbor of HalMat, 
shall in fiitnre anchor in the osoal man-of*war anchorage abreast of the oktj 
yard. 

I shall feel great! j obliged if jon wonld be good enough to canse this order 
to be made generally known to lul commanders of federal cruisers likelj to Tiaft 
that port. 

It nas been adopted solelj with a view of carrying out In the most Impartial 
manner the orders of her Mijesty the Queen for the obserrance of a strict iiea» 
trality towards both belligerents, and I feel convinced that the federal authori- 
ties wfll be happy to afford every assistance towards effecting that object 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* I 

humble servant* 

J. HUME BURNLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ic^^^^e. 



ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

GOVBRNMBNT HousB, AuguH 29, 1864. 
(Extract from minutot.) 
EXBCUTIVB OOCNCIL. 

Present : His excellency Sir Richard Graves MacdonneD, 0. B., lieutenant 
governor, &c^ &c^ &c.; the honorable Charles Tupper, provincial secretaiy; 
honorable W. A. Henry, attorney general ; honorable James McNab, receiver 
general; honorable Isaac Le Yesconte, financial secretaiy; honorable S. 
Leonard Shannon* 

It it ordered^ That if any ship-of-war or privateer of the Umted States of 
America, or of the States calling themselves tne Confederate States of America* 
shall come into the port of Haluax, or within the territorial jurisdiction of her 
Majesty in the vicinity of the said port, every such vessel-of-war or privateer 
aforesaid shall immediately come to anchor off the naval yard, unless prevaited 
bv stress of weather ; and in the latter event, shall be required to anchor as 
aforesaid as soon as the weather will pemut. 

Pilots and all other officers of the port are commanded (on boarding or haiHiig 
any such ship or privateer) to communicate the foregoing order to the chief 
officer on duty of eveiy ship>of-war or privateer aforesaid. 

A true copy: 

JAHES H. THORNE. 
CUrk Executive CtmneiL 



Mr, Burtdey to Mr. Seward, 

' WashL'VGTOn, September 9, 1864. 

Sir : Lord Lyons, on the 12th July, had the honor of informing you that her 
Migesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs had caused the reso* 
luUon of the New York Chamber of Commerce in the case of the Chesapeake 
to be communicated to the magistrate who had charge of that vessel at H a lif a x 
and to Sir Samuel Cunard. 

I beg now to enclose copy of a letter from the colonial officer, which pret 
Mr. Secretary Cardwell's reasons for not forwarding to the judge of the admi* 
ralty court at Halifax a copy of the 4th resolution of that chamber* whiek 
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contains an acknowledgment of his upright proceedings in the case of the above- 
mentioned TCsseL 

I hare the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmble servant* 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwahd, ^^ ^^ ^ 



Mr, nUoi U Mr. ffMmwumi. 



Downing Stbbbt, Jk/y 16, 1864. 

Sib : I am directed bj Mr. Secretaiy Gardwell to acknowledge your letter of 
the 28th nltimo, accompanied by certain resolutions passed bj the New York 
Chamber of Commerce with regard to the case of the Chesapeake. 

I am desired to acquaint you that Mr. Cardwell has not deemed it expedient 
to forward to the judge of the admiralty court at Halifax a copy of the fourth 
resolutbn, which contains an acknowledgment of his upright proceedings in the 
matter. 

There can be no doubt that the decision of the judge was founded on the 
perfectly pure and impartial motives which befit his trust and characterize the 
administration of justice in the British courts ; and Mr. Cardwell has thought 
that it would be unsuitable to convey to him anything in the nature of compli- 
ment from that one of the two parties bdbre him in whose favor he felt it his 
duty to pronounce his judgment. 
I am, &e^ 

T. FRED. H. ELLIOT. 

£. Hammond, Esq., 4^., ^e^ ^ 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 



Bbitish Legation, 
Wathington, Scpteinber 10, 1864. 

The undersigned, her Britannic 3fajesty*scharg6 d'afifdres in the United States, 
I has the honor to inform Mr. Seward, the Secretary of State of the United 

I States, that her Migesty's government have attentively considered the proceed^ 

I ings of the court of inquiry held at Boston on the conduct of Commander 

I Tr^chard, of the United States steamer Rhode Island, in firing on the steamer 

j Margaret and Jessie, off the coast of Eleuthera, of which proceeding copies 

I were enclosed in the note which l^Ir. Seward did Lord Lyons the honor to ad 

j dress to him on the 23d of June last. 

( The undersigned has now the honor to inform Mr. Seward that her Majestv's 

government are satisfied that, upon the evidence adduced, the court of inquuy 
I ; was justified in coming to the condusion that the territorial rights of her Majesty 

I : had not been violated, and that there had been no intention on the part of Com- 

mander Trenchard to violate those territorial rights. 
f ' But the undersigned must nevertheless obs^e, that although it is shown 

1 that the Rhode Isutnd never fired at a less distance than four miles from the 

{ I shore, the evidence as to the distance firom land of the Margaret and Jessie 

whai the last shot or shots were fired is much less distinct ; and her Majesty's 
government are unable to consider that it was proved conclusively before the 
court of inquiiy that at the time when these last shots were fired the Margaret 
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and Jc#«ie naj sot Imto hntm withia three mSlm from the sbore Tlie vndcr- 
f i^«d baa fartlier the lumor to inforai Mr. Sewaid tbat ke is ia^tnicted bj bit 
^Terament to call tbe attcatioa of tlie Doited States gorenuBeni to a inaUer of 
verj eoiuidrrable impArtaaee ari«iiig o«t of tbia caae» namely, tlie ^ ' 
Its c^ tbree nflea bejoad tbe scA-sbore wbleb 



tbe trrritorial Ihatts c^ tbree nflea bejoad tbe scA-sbore wbleb tlie more power* 
ful artinery now c<>ii#tni€ted inaj inrolTe. Tbe Parrott gna wIucIk wrrna ateed oa 
board tbe Rbode Inland is stated hj Coesmander Trenebard in liia ewidenoe be- 
fore tbe cout of inqoirj, (page 7 of tbe proceedings,) to carrj a. distsuice oi Mve 
miles ; and be also ex presses an opinion, altboagb not so positrreljr, tlia t the ranee 
of tbe Dablgren 30-ponader rifle gvn was as mat as tbat of tbe PmrroCt. la 
tbe present instance sbot6red from tbe Rbode Island aopear to bmwe readied tbe 
sbore* not with standing tbat tbat ressel did not approacn witbin four milea of tbe 
land ; snd it is obvioos tbat tbe nse of weapons of this descriptitMi* wrbea fired 
at tbat dinUnee towards tbe sbore* is eslcolated notonlj to infringe neutral iaria* 
diction bj falling witbin neutral waters, bot also serionsly to endiuig^er life and 
property on nentral territory itael£ 

Tbe nnderi*f<^ed is accordingly directed by ber ICi^es^s roremment to ex- 
prcus to tbe United Sutes fforemaMnt their hope tbat tbe United Statea ko"^^ 
erament will c<*ncnr with them in opinion that vessels sbonld not fire towards a 
nentral shore at a less distance than tbat which woold insmre shot not £dling: ut 
nentral waters or on nentral te r r it oty ^ 

The nndersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to Mr Seirard tbe 
assurance of bis highest consideratioa. 

J. HUME BURNI^r. 



Mr. Seward U Mr. BmrmUjf. 



Dbpabtmbnt op STATa, 

WiuhmgUm. Sepiemhtr 10, 1864. 

Sib : Referring to your noto of tbe 31st ultimo, in relation to the ease of tbe 
British sloop Racer, I have the honor to inform you tbat a letter of tbe 7tb in* 
Slant upon the subject has been received from the Secretary of tbe TSmvy, m 
which that officer states that Rear- Admiral Dablgren will be instructed to make 
a full report to that department of all the facts reUting to the ease, wbicb, wben 
receirea here, will at once be communicated to yoa. 

1 have tbe honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant. 

WILLIAM H. 8£ WABD. v 

J. HcMB BuBNLBY, Esq^ ^e^ ^Cn ie. 



Mr. Seward U Mr. Bundey 



\ '■ 



, t 1 



'// 



I 



Depabtmbnt op Statb, ^ fi 

WiukingUm, September IS, 1864. [ \ 

Sib : I have tbe hon<« to acknowledee tbe receipt of yonr eommunication of 

the 9th instant, with regard to orders which have recently been promulgated by 

the executive council of Nova Scotia, relative to vesstdB-of-war of Uie United ;, 

Sutos, and of the so-called Confederato States, on thdr approaching or enter- (', 

ing tbe harbor of Halifax. In reply, I have tbe honor to sUto tbat a copy of I ' 

tbat eommnnication has been submitted to tbe Secretary of tbe Navy. i I 

1 have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, yonr obedient servant^ i!^ 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 
J. UuMB BiTBNLBYt Esq., ^e^^en ic 
45c* 



I ; 
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Mr. Seward to J/r. Burnley* 

Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wtuktngtoth September 1% 1864. 

SiH : ThU department bas been informed tbat tbe steamer Mary, wbicb for 
merlj, under tbe name of tbe Alexandra, was cbarged in tbe Britisb courts witb 
baving been buOt for tbe naval service of tbe insurgents, bas arrived at Halifax 
for tbe supposed purpose of tbere being armed and equipped for tbat service. 
It is consequently suggested tbat jou communicate witb tbe governor of Nova 
Scotia, in order tbat tbe bosttle designs of tbat vessel against tbe United States 
and tbeir sbipping maj not be carri^ into effect firom any port witbin bis juris- 
diction. 

I bave tbe bonor to be, witb bigb consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. HUMB BCRNLBY, Esq^ ^^ ^^ ^e. 



3Lr. Burnley to Mr. Seward.' 



Washington, September 13, 1864. 
Sir : I bave tbe honor to acknowledge receipt of jour note of tbis day's 
date, relative to tbe probable proceedings of tbe steamer Maiy in tbe port of 
Halifax, and I beg to saj, in reply, tbat I forwarded at once a copy of your 
note to bis excellency tbe lieutenant-governor of Kova Scotia. 

1 bave tbe bonor to be, witb tbe bigbest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, bumble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, ^^ dfc^ ^. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 



Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Washington^ September 15, 1864. 

Sir : Tbe undersigned. Secretary of State of tbe United States, bas tbe bonor 
to adcnowledge tbe receipt of a note of tbe lOtb instant, addressed to bim by 
J. Hume Burnley, est}., ber Britannic Majesty's cbarg^ d'aflfaires, in wbicb, re- 
ferring to tbe proceednigs of a court of inauiry beld at Boston on tbe conduct 
of Commander Trencbard, of tbe Unitea States steamer Rbode Island, in 
firing on tbe Margaret and Jessie, off tbe coast of Eleutbera, Mr. Burnley 
states tbat be is directed by ber Majesty's government to express to tbat of 
tbe United States tbeir bope tbat tbe Unit^ States government will concur 
witb tbem in opinion tbat vessels sbould not fire towara a neutral sbore at a 
less distance tban tbat wbicb would insure sbot not falling In neutral waters, 
or on neutral territory. 

Tbe undersigned bas tbe bonor to inform Mr. Burnley, in reply, tbat tbe 
proposition wbicb bas tbus been made by ber Majes^'s government will be 
orougbt to tbe attention of otber maritime powers, in order tbat if any cbange 
sball be made it may be generaL 

Tbe undersigned avails bimself of tbis occasion to renew to Mr. Burnley tbe 
assurance of bit bigbest consideratioa. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. Hums Burnlby, Esq., ^e^lfCnlfo. 



fcifiia mmu 
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Mr. BmrtJ€f «» Mr. Semmri. 

WASBUlOTOlf » SepUmAer 16» 1854. 

8iB : I luiTe the honor to rabadl to jow aodco a copj of a letter wUd I 
have reeeired from a man named Oooifo W. Hateheeoo, who itatea that he ka 
British tahject. and of the paragraph No. 4 of General Orders No. 96, of the 
district of Vicksbarg, to which referenoe ia made ^ hie letter* 

Ton will perceive that Mr. Hutcheaon, who appeara to be a respectable man, 
and to hare alreadj soffered great looses bj tM war, wonld be W this order 
reduced to the alternative of taking the oath of allegiance to the United States 

fovemment, or of being deprived of the oqlj meana of anpporting himadf and 
bfiunOj. 

I beg jon to take this ease into jo«r finvorable consideration, and I shonldbo 
verj moch obliged to rou if yon conld enaUe me to give Mr. Hntcheson some 
ai^snranee of being able to continue hi his present sitnation withovt his beiog 
obli^ to take the oath ^ alle^^iance to die united States government 

1 have the honor to be, with Uie highest consideration, sir, yonr most obedieiit, 
humble servant^ 

J. HUME BUBNLET. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, fr., ^ ^c 



YiccsBUBO, Miss., Septamher 3, 1864, 
Mv Lord : I enclofte copj of orders published here for r^ulation of trade 
stores, and respectfullj call vour attention to article four thereof, to the eflfect 
that none shall be employed, or admitted, in any canadtj, in any such store, 
who has not taken the oath of allegianee to the Unitea States govemmenL My 
lord, I have been residing in this city for some years, and, through depr ed ati on s 
of confederate soldiers and losses by fire, been deprived of ul I possessed. 
Since the federal occupation of this diace I have been anploved as a book- 
keeper, and I most respectfully ask information from your loo^nip if, unless I 
take the oath of allegiance to the United States government, I am, by mflitaij 
authority, to be forbidden to use the only means I now possess of subsisting mj 
famQy. I have strictly observed the neutrality nroclamation of her Majesty, 
and nave at all times been ready to petfocm any duty that could be required of 
me as a subiect of her Majesty. 
I have, &e., 

GEORGE W. HUTCHESON. 
The Lord Lyons, ^r., Ige^ \c. 



[EatvaeL] 
HBADatJABTBBS DiSTKlCT OF VlCKSBUBG, 

VM.rs,MU^ Septemb^ i. 1864. 

• ••••• 

iy..No person keeping a trade, supply, sutier, or other store shall employ 
and admit into his or her place of business as a clerk, partner, assistant, or 
otherwise, any person who has not taken the oath of all^panee to the govern- 
m^t of the United Statea. 



By order of Miyor General N. J. T. Dana. f; til 



H.O.RODGER& 
JUiUtmni Adjutant OtnermL 



t • • 






1.- - fc,v»i.a«. 
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Mr. Bundey to Mr. Seward. 

Washinuton, SepUmhar 16, 1864. 

Sib: Lord Lyons in bis note of the 15lih June had the honor of addressing 
jon on the subject of the nefarious practices resorted to by unscmpulbus per- 
sons in seducing youths from their nomes in Canada, arid inducing them to 
enlist in the United States armj. His lordship's note called attention to the 
observations made on this subject by her Majesty's consul at Buffalo in the 
latter part of his despatch, which formed the enclosure of the above-mentioned 
note, and suggested for your consideration whether the United States govern- 
ment should not take some measure to discountenance and frustrate the Olegal 
and improper nractices aUuded to. 

I need hardly say that this is a subject which engages largely the attention 
of the governor general of Canada and her Majesty's government, and I am 
convinced that any measures which the government of the United States might 
adopt towards helping to frustrate such practices would prove most acceptable 
both to the Canadian authorities and to her Majesty's government. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

J. HUME BORNLEY. 
. Hon. William H. Seward, ^c^ 4^., ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bundey. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

Washington^ September 16, 1964. 

Sib: On the 30th day of May last Commander Trenchard, of the United 
States steamer Rhode Island, while chasing the insurgent vessel the Margaret 
and Jessie, in the open sea, off the coast of Eleuthera, in the Bahamas, fired at 
her at least one cannon-shot, which is alleged to have reached the neutral coast. 
Her Britannic Majesty's government thereupon comnlaincd to this government 
that the Rhode Island had come and was within the distance of a marine league, 
or three miles from the shore, when the cannon-ball was fired. On investigating 
the complaint it did not satisfactorily appear that a cannon-ball was fired hj the 
chaser within the distance of three miles firom the land ; but, on the other hand, 
it was established that a Parrott gun, which was discharged, had a range of five 
miles, and that a ball from it misht have reached the neutral shore, although 
fired outside of the line of maritime jurisdiction. Upon this state of facts her 
Majesty's government have, through you, expressea a hope that the United 
States will concur with the British government m opinion that vessels should not 
fire towards a neutral shore at a less distance than that which would insure shot 
not falling in neutral waters, or in a neutral territory. To this suggestion I at 
once replied, by order of the President, that the subject would be brought to the 
attention of otner maritime powers, in order that, if any change of the existing 
construction of the maritime law should be made, it should first receive the as- 
sent of all the great maritime states. 

There is reason to apprehend that die sulject, although now abstractly pre- 
sented, may soon become a practical question. Spain claims a maritime juris- 
diction of six miles around the island of Cuba. In Dressing this claim upon 
the consideration of the United States, Spain has used the argument that the 
modem improvement in gunnery renders the ancient limit of a marine league In- 
adequate to the security of neutral states. 
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WiMn H was vndentood «t Paris thit «i engagement was likely to cone off 
before Cherbourg, between the United Sutcs «hip^-war Kfrmmrg^ and tbe 
pirate Alabama, the French goTemment remonstrated with both parties a^niiiat 
firing within the actual reach of the shore br cannon-balls fired nroaa tbeir Ten- 
•els, on the ground thai the effect of a eoIlisMNi near the coast would be patafnl ^ 

to Franea. 

For these reasons I think that the subject mar now be profitablw- diacasneJI ; 
bat there ate some preliminary consideratiotts which it is oeemcd importaiit to 
submit to her Maje^t j's government : First. That the United Statee, bem^ n 
belligerent, now when the other maritime states are at peace* are entitled to all 
the adrantages of the existing construction of maritime law, and cannot* withoat 
M*rions incourenience, forego them. Secondly. That the United States, adhering 
in war, no less than when they were in the enjoyment of peace, to tfacor tradi- 
tional liberality towards nentnl rights, are not unwilling to come to an ander* 
standing upon the norel question which has thus been raised ** in conaeqo^ooe 
of the improvement in gunnery.** But, thirdly. It is manifest^ proper and ins> 
portant that any such new construction ot the maritime law as Great Britain sa^ 
gests should be reduced to the form of a predsie proposition, and then that it 
should recei^'e, in some manner, by treaty or otherwise, redpocal and obligar 
tonr acknowledgments from the pnncipal maritime powers. 

Upon a careful examination or the note you have addressed to me, the muggea* 
tions of her Majesty's ^vemment seem to me to be expressed in too genial tenaa 
to be made the ba^^is of a discussion. Suppose, by way of illustration, that the 
utmost range of cannon now is five miles, are her Majesty *s government understood 
to propose that the marine boundary ik neutral jurisdiction, which is now three 
mites from the coast, should be extended two miles beyond the present limit f 
Again, if cannon-shot are to be fired so as to fall not only not upon neutral land, but 
aUo not upon neutral waters, then supposing the range of cannon-shot to be five 
miles, are her Majesty's sovemment to be understood as proposing that cannon- 
Hhot shall not be fired witiiin a distance of eight miles from the neutral territory f / 

Finally* shall measure-distances be excluded altogether from the statement, m^ 
the proposition to be agreed upon be left to extend with the increased range of 
gunnery ; or shall there be a pronounced limit of jurisdiction, whether five nules. 
eight miles, or any other measured limit t 

I have to request that you will submit these suggestions to yonr government. 

to the end that they may define, with necessary precision, the amendment of 

maritime law which they think important, and upon which they are willing to 

agree with the other great maritime powers. i 

I have the honor to be, ynth high consideration, sir, your most obedient servant. 

WILLIAM H. S£WABD« 

J. HuMtt ButNLBV, Esq.t ^e^ k^^e^ 



Mr. Snoard to Mr. Bundty. 



! m 



Dbpastmbnt op Statb, 

WoMkingUm, September 16, 1864. 
Sib : Referring to your note of the 4th instant, relative to a permission to en* 
able her Majesty's consul at New York to visit the receiving-ship at the ^ 

Brooklyn navy yard, with a view to collect evidence in regard to the enlistment ( ! ( 

of British subjects, I have the honor to communicate for tout information a 
copy of a letter of the 12th instant upon the subject, from the Secretary of the 
NavT. 
I have the honor to be, with highest oonsideration, sir, yonr obedient servant* 

WILUAM IL SEWARD. 

J. HUMB BURNLBY, Esq * IfC^ IfCn If^ 



■:1 



:x^ 
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Mr. WaU$ !• Mr. Sexmrd 

Navy Dbpartmbnt, 

Stptemher 12, 1864. 
Si 1 : I have had the honor to recdve your letter of the 8th instant, enclosing a 
cop/ of a note from J. Home Bumlej, esq. 

Directions have been given bj tlie department to the commandant of the navy 
yard at New York to permit tlie British consul or his deputy to interrogate any 
designated individual under his command who may datm to be a British 8an> 
jcct and to be illegally detained. 

I am, respectfully* your obediait servant* 

GIDEON WELLES. 

Secretary qfthe Navy. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd. 

Secretary ff State. 



Mr. Burnley te Mr. Seumrd. 



Washington, Septemher 17, 1864. 

Sit: Lord Lyons in his note of April 11, of this year, had the honor of ad- 
dressing you on the subject of cotton owned by British subjects in Louisiana 
and the neighboring States, as represented to him by her Majesty's consul at 
New Orleans, copies of whose despatches were enclosed in the above-mentioned 
note. 

Lord Lyons's note had, however, special reference to a claim of a Miss Murray, 
who made oath that she was a British subject, and stated that one hundred and seven 
bales of cotton belonging to her on a plantation in Jefferson county, Mississippi, 
had been seized by General Ellet, of the United States marine brigade. At 
the same time the suggestion put forward by her Majesty's acting consul at New 
Orleans, wiUi a view to the security of cotton the property of British subjects, 
was particularly recommended to the consideration <2f the government of the 
United States. 

You were good enough to state, in jour reply of the 15th of the same month, 
that you had communicated a copy of Lord Lyons's note, with its enclosure, to 
the Secretary of War, requesting that Miss Murray's complaint might be in- 
vesUgated, with a view to such proceedings as might be requisite, and calling 
his attention generally to the subject as represented by his lordship. 

I should feel verv matly obliged if you would inform me whether this matter 
has indeed engaged the attention of the Secretary of War, and whether I may 
soon expect to receive something further on the subject. 

I have the honor to be, with the Jiighest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

J. HUME QURNLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, 4«f 4^-» h^ 



Mr. Seward U Mr. Burnley. 



Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

WasAingtoM, September 17, 1864. 
SiBt I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 9th 
instant, and of its accom^iroent from the colonial office, in which are eiven the 
reasons for not forwardmg to the Judge of the admiralty court at Ualifiuc a 



ii 
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co^ «f Um fettitli resohitioa of tlie N«w Tock duunber of Gom«erce» eontiia- 
ing ui Ackaowledgment of hit proceodiag» in tbo euo of tbo Cliettpeiktt.^ Im 
rrplj. I haTO the booor to state, that a oopj of that comawnicatioa hat 
tnmsmitted to the presideiit of tho Chmmibtt of Coauneree at New Tock. 
I an, iir» roar obedient Mnran^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWAAD. 
J. HnuB BuRXLBV, Eeq^ tge^ ^e^^e. 



Mr. Sewmri la Mr. Bmrmk^ 

DBPAaTMKjrr of Statb, 

Wiukirngtom. SejUetmher 19, 1884. 

8it: Befemtif to onr prerioiueorrespondeoceinreprardtopermissioafortbe 
Britbh consul at New York to vi«tt BritUb aiib|ecte, taai to mj commoDieatioB 
of the l<>th inaUnt reepectinc the matter, I have the honor to enelo«e a oopj of 
a letter of the 17th instant nom tho Secretarj of the Navy, and of ito aeooa- 
paniment, providing an arrangement which it is hoped will prove satisfactoty. 

I have tne honor to be, with high eonsideratiom sir, jonr obedient serrant, 

WILUAM H. SEWA&D. 

J. HcMB BcaNLBV, Esq^ ifc^ ^Cp^e. 



Mr. WM€$ t0 Mr. Scmmri. 

Navy Dbpabtmbnt, 

SepUmher 17, ISA. 

8it : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jonr letter of the lOth 
instant, enclosing a copy of a privato noto of the 7th instant from J. Hnme 
Bumlcj, esquire, in regud to permission for the British consul at New York to 
visit designated British subjects on board the reoeiving-ship. 

On the I2th instant, in acknowledging the receipt of jour letter of die 8tk 
instant, I informed you that instructions had been given to Rear- Admiral Pauld- 
ing on the subiect referred to. That the matter may be fully understood, I 
enclose herewith a copy of those instructions. I also enclose a copy of the reply 
of Rear- Admiral Paulding to the complaints of the British consnl, communicated 
in the noto of Mr. Burnley which accompanied your letter of the 8th instant. 
Veiy respectfully, kc, 

GIDEON WELLES, . 
Secretary tfiAe Nary. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 

Secretary ^ 8UU€. 



Mr. WdUg U Aimmd Fm^Umg. 

Navy Dbfabtmbnt, 

Sepiemher IS, 1864. 

Sib: I transmit herewith a copy of a communication received from the Dc* 
partment of Sute, in relation to an allegsd refusal by you of pennission to a yt 

derk or deputy of the British consul at New York to visit persons supposed to 
be British subjects, illegally detained on board the recruiting ship North Carolina. 

The deportment does not desire you to withhold pennission from tho consult 

J n 
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or a proper person delegated bjr him, to interrogate aqy designated individual 
under joar command, who may claim to be a British subject, and to have been 
illegal] J or improperly enlisted or detuned. 

Any examination of this kind, made of a recruit, should take place in presence 
of a proper officer, and not on board the receiving- ship, but elsewhere in the 
yard. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Rear-Admira] Hibam Paut.dixq, 

Commandant Navy Yard, New York. 



Admirmi FMulding to Mr. WtUtt. 

Navy Yard, New York, 

September 13, 1864. 

Sir : In reply to the department's letter in relation to the complaint of the 
British consul, that his letters to me remain unanswered, I have the honor to 
state that aU letters from him that seemed to call for a reply have been duly 
attended to. 

To his complaint that he has not free access to men who claim the protection 
of his government, I reply that I have no recollection of any instance of the 
kind, where the man has been named, and the request been officially made. 
Some time since the acting British consul sent a clerk of his office with a note^ 
requesting that he might be permitted to go on board the North Carolina to 
converse with her Britannic Majesty's subjects, and, not recognizing the fact 
that we had such people there, refused the privilege of his going for that purpose. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. PAULDING, Commandant. 

Hon. Gideon Welles, 

Secretary of the Navy. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 



Department op State, 

Washington, September 19, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowlege the receipt of your note of the 16th 
nstant, in which, referring to Lord Lyons's note of the 15th of June last, con- 
eemiiig the nefarious practices resorted to by unscrupulous persons in seducing 
youths from their homes in Canada, and inducing them to enlist in the United 
States army, you intimate that this is a subject which engages largely the at« 
tention of the governor general of Canada and her Majesty's government; and 
you then remark that any measures which the government of Uie United States 
might adopt towards helping to frustrate such practices would prove most ac- 
ceptable, both to the Canadian autl orities and to her Majesty's government. 

I have the honor to inform you, in reply, that since complaints of the nature 
above indicated have arisen, this government has used, as it will continue in 
the future to use, all diligence in preventing, and when discovered, in severely 
punishing, such transactions; and that it believes they are practically arrested. 

I have the honor to be» with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLLA.M H. SEWABD. 

J. HcMK Burnley, Es^., ^e^ ^ ^e. 
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Mr. Sewmrd 1^ Jfr. BmnUey. 

DsPAmiKXT or Statb, 

ir««4£ji^M, Sfpfrmlrr 21. 1861 

8iB; I hmrt tlM boDor to aduwwM^ tbe receipt of jour MCe of t^ 2M 
ultitDo. wLich pre^TDU Um view* of ber M«jestj'« go vem mciit ia regSTd to tb 
CAM of tbe crew of ibc Miip 8jlv«awi, as ibeir view are ftflRccted bj tbe exfliM- 
tionc wliirb I bare bof^ofore tobantted. 

I cln^rfully aJmit tbat it was irrmkr on tbo part at tbe Hnroii to fiie firaa 
a sbott4^ pio at tbo Sjlraona faft tbe first inataoce; mltbougb tbe firing wai 
d< »ipK*<llj wide of tbe niark, aad tbeiefore noHbcr did nor could do anj hjarj. 

Wbile tliU gnrerameot di«approvea of tbat irr^^olarttTv and directs tbst it 
phM not be rrpeated, it tbtnks, at tbo same tiaM, tbat the case bas rerj cm- 
hidrmUe eztentutioo in tbe fiM»U tbat tbo SylTaans wno manifestl j osiiig At 
darkoc^M of tbe oigbt, increased bj a base* to effect ber nnlnwfiil rojm, ui 
that she did not respond to tbe saounoos sbo recdred, bnt persisted, and tbos- 
bjr rendered it n^ce^^rj lor tbo United States cruiser to «pp)x direct Ibree. 

In regard to tbe ironing of tbo men, in order to carry tnens to Fort Wsnei 
I think it oolj necc«Mrj to saj, tbat tbeir detention was essential ia order ts 
ascertain whether they were rebels, or onlj blockade-mnnin^ neutrals—* » 
that could not be s.«ccrtained witbont perwHial inqidrj, because tbe yessd bid 
been snnk, and niitil this dar we bave no evidence tbat tbe Sjlvanns wsi s 
British vei^»el. When British nentrals confound tbcmsdres witb insoigeots ia 
arms in the United States, and lefnse reasonable challenge and explanatioi, 
this g«)Teminent iun«t insist ou its right to make sucb inqniries m§ are ueeessuj 
to amrtfrtdin the character of tbe offet^ers. Asstuninc the crew o£ tbo SjrW»»«* 
to hsTe been British subjects, it is, nevertheless, to bo considered that it w 
civil war into which the crew of tbat vessel improperly and wxongfnUy intiadeo 
themselves, sgaiiist the laws of their own conntry and the law of nations. Tb^ 
thereby exposed themselves to sncb measures of vigilance on tbe part of tbep<rfw* 
as were reonired by a dne regard to tbe safety of tbe state against which tb^ 
were offending. ITie President regreU tbat a necessity for tbe ininrions wm- 
tires complained of should exist, bnt consoles himself witb the renecCioa tbst it 
is not from any fault of this government tbat it bas not long aeo ceased. 

I bave tbe hoiMMr to be» witb die bigbest consideration, sir, yonr obediait 

WILUAM H. SEWABD. 
J. Hums Bct.xLKY, Esq^ ^c^ ic^ ^e. 



Mr. Setpord $0 Mr. BmmUy. 



DePASTMBNT op STATBt 
WiUkifigUm, Sej^Umher 2$, l^St 
81B : Referring to your commnnication of tbe 25tb nltimti, in relation ts two 
apprentices of tl^ Giuco, I bave the bonor to endose a reply of a letter of w 
19th instant from the Semtary of tbe Navy on tbo sabjeet 
I bave tbe bonor to bo» witb bigb consideration, sir, yonr obedient serrtsti 

WILUAM H. SEWABP. 

J08BPH HCMB BvHNLKYt Esq^ fc^ ^C^ ^ 
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Mr. JTcBm (# Mr. SewMwi. 

Navy Dbpartnbnt, 
September 19, 1864. 
Sis : Referring to mj letter of the 6th instant, relative to the two appren- 
tices alleged to hiave deserted firom the British ship Guzco, and to have been 
enlisted on board the United States ship St. Mary*s» I have the honor to inform 
joa of the receipt by this department of a despatch from Acting Rear- Admiral 
G. H. Bell, dated Gallao, Angost 27, 1864, in which he says he has written to 
Captain Middleton for all the information he has concerning the two lads, and- 
directed him, should they be foond on board the St. Mary's, to notify the British 
consul at Panama, and deliver them np, if called on to do so. 
Very respectftdly, Ace.* Ace.* 

GIDEON WELLES. 

Secretary of the Aarjf. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabih 

ikcreUtry ff Stmta. 



Mr. BurnUy to Mr* Sefoard. 



Washinuton, September 23, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to yon herewith copies of a notification 
issned by her Majesty's government prohibiting any ship-of-war, belonging to 
either of the belligerent powers in North America, being dismantled or sold in 
any of her Majesty's porta. 

I have the honor to be, irith the hi^est consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwakd, 4^^ ^e^ ^ 



Foreign Officb, September 8, 1864. 
It is hereby notified that her Majesty has been pleased to order, that for the 
future no ship-of-war belon^ng to dUier of the belligerent powers of North 
America shall be allowed to enter, or to remain, or be, in any of her Majesty's 
ports for the purpose of being dismantied or sold ; and her Majesty has been 
pleased to give directions to the commissioners of her Majesty's customs, and 
to the eovemors of her Majes^s colonies and foreign possessions, to see that 
this order is properly carried into eflfect. 



3^. BmnJey to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, September 24, 1864. 

Sib: With reference to Lord Lyons's note of the 30th July, and toyour 
reply of the 15th ultimo, respecting the case of Messieurs Danell & Nash, 
British merchants, who were refused a clearance by the customs authorities at 
New York for goods shipped by them for Nassau, on the plea that their goods 
were intended to be sent ultimately to ports under blockade, I am instmcted by 
hear Majesty's government again to bring this case under your notice, with a 
view to obtaining some relief for these meraianta. 
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Her Haje8tj*t goTeniment aee witb rerret such inteiferenoe on die put of 
the cuslom-houae authorities at New York with trade between that poit aad 
Na«»aii« and I am conseqaentlj deeired to make a fresh ranonstrance on the 
subject of these vexatious trade restrictioiia. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe> 
dient, humble servant, 

J. HUME BUBNLET. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, Se^ de^ de. 



Mr. Bwrnky U Mr. Seward. 



Washington, Scpiemher 25, 1864. 

Sir: Her Majesty's government have attentively considered the vaiioiis 
sections of the new prize act passed by the Congress of the United States om 
the 30th June last. Sections 27 and 28 of that act have particularly engaged 
their attention, as they would seem to recognize, and virtually repes^ the pio» 
visions of former acts of Congress, that the United States government, pre- 
viously even to the bringing into court of anv neutral vessd seized as prize, may 
appropriate such vessel to their own use, subject, of course, to compensation to 
the owners of the vessel, should she be afterwards released, and the capture 
pronounced illegal by the prize court 

That her Majcstv's government hold an opinion adverse to the assumption of 
this power is alrcadv known to the government of the United States. 

I am coneemiently instructed, on this occasion, to repeat to the government 
of the United btates that her ^lajesty's government cannot assent to any inter- 
ference, bv virtue of the domestic l^islation of the United States, with tlie on- 
questionable right of the neutral to have his vessel brought in, and adjudicated 
upon by the prize court, before it can be appropriated by the bellifferent. 

Her Migesty's government further instruct me to stata that thev would be 
compelled to regara as an invasion of the neutral rights of her Majes^ any 
attempt to enforce the^e provisions of the act of Congress against British ship- 
ping, for the introduction of such a practice would at once supply a motive ror 
groundless and irr<^gular captures <» ships capable of being made serviceable 
by the United States government, and would go far to destroy the confidence 
of neutrals in decisions of the prize courts of uie United States, which, under 
such circumstances, must either support the validity of the captures, or leave 
their own government under the imputation of a violent and unjustifiable in* 
vasion of neutral rights. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

J. HUHE BURNLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^c.^ 4^., ^ 



Mr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WoMhingtoth September 26, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you, with a view to her Majesty's covem- 
miciit being acquainted with the £icts, that, owine to the recent hostile and pirati* 
cal proceedings on the lakes lybg between the United States and her Mi^estj't 



I: 
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iM>8se8«ion8, it has been deemed necessary, for the present, to increase the observing 
force of the United Statics on those lakes; that the arrangement is temporary* 
and will be discontinued so soon as circumstances permit, and that the Tessels 
to be employed on that service are to be under Instructions to respect British 
rights in all cases. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

P. W. SEWAED, Acting Seeretury. 

J. HuMB BuRNLBY, Esq., ifc^ife^ise. 



Mr. F. W. Sewurd to Mr. Bundey. 

Depabtmbnt of Statb, 

WaMngto/h September 27, 1864. * 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 23d 
instant, transmitting copies of a notification issued by her Majesty's govern- 
ment prohibiting any ship-of-war belonging to either of the bcilligcreut powers 
in North America being dismantled or sold in any of her Mniesty's ports, and 
to inform you, in reply, that a copy of the notificiition has been communicated to 
the Secretary of the Navy. 

I have the ht>nor to be, with high consideration, i^ir.yoar obedient servant, 

F. W. SEWARD, Acting S&retury. 

J. HUMB BUBNLBY, Esq., t^., ^r., ^ 



Mr. Burnlty to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, September 28, 1864. 
Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 26th < 
instant, informing me that, owing to recent piratical proceedings on Lake Erie, 
it had been found necessary to increase the observing force of the United States 
on the American lakes lying biaween the United States and lier Majesty's pos- 
i^ssions, and beg to state, in reply, that I shall forward a copy of that note to 
her Majestv's government. Without wishing to prejudge the question, I mu^t 
leave it to her Majesty's government to decide as to whether such a measure^ 
although only temporary in its effect, can be warranted by treaty stipulations. 

I would, however, simply here recall to your recollection a note of Lord Lyons, 
addressed to you on the 4th ultimo, which set forth the views of her ^lajesty's 
government, when the question of abrogating the treaty limiting the naval force 
to be maintained upon tne American lakes was brought before Congress. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant* 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sewabd, IfCf 4^ 9fc. 
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Ur. BmrmUjf t9 Mr. Sncmri. 

Wa8hikoton» September SS, 1864. 

Sit : Ob tli« Slut vlUmo I hud the honor to bring to yoor notice tlie case of 
Mr. Charles A. Rai^Mll, of the BritUh sloop Racer, captured off BuD's bar* 
mid to request that an inrcstigation of the matter might be made ; And on me 
3d instant joo iiiforroed me that a eopy of mj note h^ been transmitted to the 
NaTj Department. 

I #hall be gljid to learn how thb affdr now standi. 

I haTe the honor to be« with the highest consideration, sir, joor in«)st obedient^ 
humble servant* 

J. HU3IE BURNLET- 

Hon. William H. Sbwakd, fr^ 4^ fc 



3fr. Burnlejf tm Mr. Seward, 



Washington, Odoher 1, 1864. 

Sis : I had the honor, on the 9th nltiino* to acquaint 70a with certain orders 
in council issued by his excellency the lieutenant governor <^ Nova Seothw 
directing that American and belligerent cruiser^ should come to an anchomge 
in the regular man-of-war anchorace off the dock-yard of Halifax, and reqnest- 
ing that tbo^c orders mij^lit be made generally known to all commanders of fed- 
eral cruisers who might be likely to visit that port. 

I regret to say, however, that I received yesterday a despatch from his ex- ' 
cellency, stiting that on more than one occasiou lately federal cruisers had 
anchored iu tlie immediate vicinity of the port of Halifax, with a view appar^ 
ently to chafing or visiting vessels leaving that port. 

As this is a m:tnifest violation of international usage, of the Queen's r»iihi- 
tions, and of the immediate municipal rights of the province of Nova Scotia, I 
feel convinced that you will see the expediency of suggesting to the Navy De- 
partment the urgent necessity and pressing importance of issuing the necessary 
orders, if not already i.<saed, to the commanders of federal ships-of-war to eom- 
ply in good faith with the regulations established for the port of Halifax. 

1 have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ige^ 4^ 4ir. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Waskimftoth October 1, 1864. 
Sir: With n*ference to the previous correspondence between this department 
and her Britannic Majesty's legation on the subject, I have the honor to con- 
mnnicate a copy of a letter of yesterday, addressed to this department by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and from which it appears that it has been deemed 
advisable at this juncture to charter the steam propeller Hector for revenue 
cutter purposes on the lakes. Anv excess which may thus be occasioned, how- 
ever, in the arrangement of United States vessels in Uiat quarter over the limit 



•■■^pi 
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fixed hj ibe amament of April* 1817* will be temporary only; and as it has 
been made necessary by an emergency, probably not then foreseen, may not 
be regarded as contrary to the spirit of the stipulation of that instrument. 

I have the honor to he, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. HUMB BUKNLBT, Esq. IjfC^ ^^ ^ 



Mr. Ftsundtm l# Mr. Sewmrd. 

Treasury Dbpartmbnt, 

September 30, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowled^ the receipt of your letter of this date 
transmitting telegram from General Hitchcock, and to state that this depart- 
ment has Uiis day chartered the steam propeller Hector (at Oswego, New 
York) for revenue cutter purposes. This vessel, together with the Winston, 
chartered at BuSalo a few days since, will be fitted for service with all possible 
despatch. 
The telegram is herewith returned. 

I am, very respectfully, 

W. P. FESSENDEN, 

Secretary of (he Treasury. 
Hon. William H. Srward, 

Secretary ^ State. 



Ctmer^ HUekc^ck tc Mr. Stmnt^u. 

[TelegTtiii] 
t 

Sandusky, Ohio, September 23, 1864. 
Sir : I take upon myself to express an opinion that the safety of our com* 
* • meroe on the lakes, and the security of the cities along the lake shores, make 
it of the hiehest importance, if not an indispensable necessity, that the govern- 
[ ment should have several armed vessels fully manned, to prevent the rebels 

: ' who find securi^ in Canada from seizing steamers engaged in commerce, and 

( converting tiiem into war vessels, with a few of whicn they may, if not pre- 

1 vented, do us incalculable mischief. Ex-secretary Thompson is employea in 

I Canada in setting on foot expeditions of the most dangerous character. The 

recent seizure of two steamera in this vicinity has, iiMieed, terminated disas- 
, trously for the projectors of the horrible scheme, but the demonstration actually 

made is a sufficient warning to inducA our government to take immediate meas- 
[ ures to guard against a repetition of it. It will be but an act of self-defence; 

' and from the disclosures made by Coole, now in arrest at Johnson's island, I 

earnestly recommend that no time be lost in putting afloat armed vessels upon 
I Lake Ontario, and speedily upon the upper lakes also. I suppose we are en- 

gaged in war, rendering this step justifiable under the treaty of eighteen fifteen, 
I (1815,) but it is my duty to speak only of the justifying necessity of the case. 

;i • Major General of Volunteers. 

Hon. B. H. Stanton, 

Secretary^ War. 
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Mr. Stw m r d U Mr. BmrwJU^. 

Dbfaktmbnt op Statb* 

WmJkhgtmi, October 3, 1864. 
Sit t I liaTe die booor to acknowledge tbe receipt of jonr note of the 25di 
nltimo, in which jon inform mm of the riewe of her IBritannie Kajestjr's carem- 
tnent in regard to vectiona tl and 28 of tbe prise act, passed on tbe 30tS Jme. 
1S64. In rq>l7 I bare tbe booor to ftate that dne consaderatioQ wUl be giTca 
to tbe sobject. 

I bare the booor to be» with high consideration, sir, yonr obedient m/crrmiaU 

WILLIAM £L 8£\¥^ABD. 
J. Hums Boa^fLBY, Esq^ Ige^ Igc. ifc 



Mr. Sewmri U Mr. Bmrwhff. 



Dbpabtment op Statb, 

WoMkingtoM, OOoher % 1864. 
Si a : This department baa been informed that Captain Hewitt, hOe in cooh 
inand of the British ahip-of-war Rinaldo, and who ia understood to be stiD an 
officer in her Briunnic Majestj'a naval senrice, ia now tbe commander of the 
Ht earner Condor, which recently cleared from Halifax, Nova Scotia, for Wflining- 
Ion, North Carolina, laden principally with dothii^ for the inanrgenta in tbia 
couDtry. If this information sbonld prove to be well founded, it ia preannied 
that the employment of Captain Hewitt in the business referred to ia without 
the knowledge of, and will not be sanctioned br. hie government. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, air, your obedient servant* 

WILLIAM IL SEWARD. 

J. HUMB Bt'BNLBVy Esq^ 9fr^ ffC. ifC. 



Mr. Bumtey U Mr. Seward. 



Hon* William H. Sbwabd, ^.^ ^ fc 



X HUME BURNLBT. 



WAaiiiXQToiv, Oaohar 3, 1864. 

Si a : Since I had the honor of addressing you on the 3l8t Aurnat and 28th 
nltiroo, relative to tbe sloop Racer, captured off Bull's bay by tbe United States 
Hteamer Hope, I have seen Captain Russell at this legation, who informa me 
that himself and crew were released, and his ship's papers returned to him. 

These papers, which I herewith enclose in original, show that the veasd wma !| 

redstered at and owned by British subjects at Nassau. l 

1 further enclose the affidavits of Captain Russell, bis mate and crew, which . .i 

tend to show that they were engaged on a legitimate voyage, hi a neutral veo- * '' 

Hel, with registry and clearance perfectly legal and correct, having no eaigo» ; |^ 

or anything to excite even suspicion.' ' i(i 

The detention for thirty-one daya of tbe captain and crew appears to me» 
therefore, illegal, as no proceedings of any kind were taken before a prise eoort* ) 

and I am of opinion that their claims for compensation are entitled to eonatder- , 

ation. ' ' ; ,'! 

I beg yon to return to me the affidavita and papen. 

I have tbe honor to be» with the bigbeet consideration, rir, your moat obeJBeat» 
humble servant* 



pil |i iHVP 
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AJidmtU tf C^yUim Rm$$§IL 

Umtbd Statb8 dp Ambrica. 

Southern District of New Yorkt u : 

Charles Anson RossclU of Periysburgh* Nova Scotia* master mariner, being 
duly sworn* says : 

That he is and was at the several times hereinafter mentioned a British sub- 
ject, and resident of Nova Scotia as above stated. That on or about the 26th 
day of July, 1864, be left Abaco, bound for the port of Beaufort, North Caro- 
lina, by way of Port Royal; that deponent so left in command of the British 
sloop Racer, belonging to the port of Abaco. 

Tliat the said sloop was of the value of $1,250. That the said vessel had 
no cargo, and only ballast on board. That her crew consisted of this deponent, 
master, John ^lartin, of Ireland, mate, and two men. Tliat he had on board 
provisions amoi^nting in value to about $375. That the vessel when she so left 
Abaco belonged to and was the property of British subjects residing at Nassau, 

New Providence, the names of the owners being Otis Johnson & Johnson, 

of Nassau, aforesaid. That the object of the voyage was to sell the vessel at 
Port Royal or Beaufort, and purchase another with the proceeds of said vessel, 
and the proceeds of two dmfts of $1,000 each in gold. That the said drafts 
cost, at their rate of exchange in currency of the United States, 295 per cent, 
making the value of said drafts for use, when so coming from Nassau, the sum 
of $5,900. That the papers and documents of said vessel are hereto annexed 
and marked severally. 

That the vessel so started from Abaco for Beaufort, tia Port Royal, in good 
faith, and with no other destination, and duly proceeded on her said voyaee, 
without any unnecessary delay, until the 1st day of August, 1S64, when the 
said sloop Racer was taken by the United States schooner Hope, and detained 
as prize, against deponent's protest 

That the vessel was towea off Charleston to the fleet there, and from there 
ordered to Beaufort North Carolina. That the sloop Racer, after her capture, 
after being towed to Charleston by a steamer, was again towed to Beaufort; 
that she was a small vessel of about the tonnage of eighteen American tons ; 
that the weather was heavy, and the effect of the towage was to strain the sloop, 
and otherwise iniure her by collision with the steamer, breaking her bulwarks 
and knocking in her stanchions, and she also lost her anchor and chain. 

That after the arrival of the vessel at Beaufort, the captain hauled her on the 
beach, and let her fall, breaking her keel, and otherwise further injuring her. 
That after a detention of the vessel in the possession of the captain until the 
1st of September, she was released, the order of release being here annexed 
and marked. 

That after such release,. on examining his vessel, deponent found that, with 
the want of facilities at hand to repair, it would probably cost as much to re- 
pair the vessel at Beaufort as she would be worth repaired. That he further 
found that a part of the stores had been used and appropriated by the captors, 
amounting in value to $125, a statement of whicn is anne^cod and marked. 
That the effect of the detention was to decrease the value of the bills of ex- 
' change held by deponent the sum of $1,500. That in addition to the above 
losses the owner of the vessel was put to the loss of the use of said vessel 
during the said month the sum of $450. That the deponent was himself kept 
and detained as a prisoner during Uie said 31 days, 20 davs he being confined 
on shore; and he claims, therefore, the sum of $100 per day. That the mate 
and two men attached to the vessel were also detained during the time deponent 
was detained. That no prize proceedings were had or attempted against siud 
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ref^A^uai no 
de|Hmetit it Um 
act for tbca ia 



exblel al citber duuferton or Bcrafort to irj licr. That 
of tho said Otb Johnaoo & Brotbcr, and antboriaed to 
to aD Um affdn of said eloop Baoer. 

CHARI^S ANSON RUSSELL. 



[ua.] SwontoWim 
[lUroma alBB^] 



aa thk 22d day of September. ISO. 

O. R. STEELE. 

Koiary PtOKe. 



Tit VwitUSi^tm^ Am€riemi0OiiMj9km99mkBrMtr, Dr. 

To value of tba doop Saeer, injured and bejond tho Talne of re- 
pair bj tba eantwe W tteamer 81.250 00 

Di'tention of said vceacl bdore loss, 31 dajt, at $15 per daj. i65 00 

Valae of proririoaa «Md or loet by captors from tbe Teasel . . 125 00 

Difforence in exdian|;o oa drafts beld by their agent while sloop 

Racer was delaiMd 1.500 00 



3.340 00 



CHARLES ANSON RUSSELL. 



Umtbd States or AiwEaica, 

SouiAerm Di^trid ff New Ycrk, u: 

John Martin, of Irdand, Great Britain, being duly sworn, says : That he la. 
and was at the seToral timea hereinafter mentioned, a Bridsh subject. That 
C)a or about the 26tb day of July, 1864. be left Abaco. bound lor the port of 
Beaufort, North Cardfina, by war <^ Port RoyaL That deponent ao left aa 
mate of the British sloop Racer, belonging to the port of Abaco. * 

That the said skM^ was. as deponent yerily belieyes. of the yalne of tl.S50 ; 
that the said vessd had no cargo, and only ballast on board; that ber crew eon- 
listed of thia deponent aa mate, with Charlea Anson Russell as captain and 
master, and two men ; that she had on board proyisicms amounting in yalue to 
about $375; that the said sloop Racer started as aforesaid from Abaoo §ok the 
port of Beaufort, and proceeded on her yoyage without any unneceasair dday, 
until the 1st day of Augnst. 1864. when she was token by the United Stotea 
schooner Hope, mid detained aa a prize against tho protest of the captain and 
mate of said sloop. Deponent further says that said sloop was towed to off 
Oiark'ston to the fleet diere^ and from there ordered to Beaufort. North Carolina. 
I'hat the sloop Racer, after her capture, after being towed to Gbaileston by a 
steamer, was again towed to Beaufort That being a small yessel of about tho 
tonnage of eighteen American tons ; that the weaker was heayy. and the effect 
of the towage waa to strain die sloop, and otherwise injure her by coDision 
with the steamer, breaking in her bulwarks and knocking in her stanchions; and 
she also lost her andmr and chain. That after tho arriyal of tho sloop at 
Beaufort the captain hauled her on the beach, and let her fall on the bttich» 
breaking her keel and otherwise further injuring her. Then after a detention 
of the yessel until the 31st of August she was released. 

4« 0* 
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Deponent fiurflier save that ihe Yes«d was Tery mncli mjured* and veiilj 
believes that H woaU have cost more to repair her there than she wonld have 
been worth after her repiurs. That a part of the stores were taken and carried 
away and appropriated to the use of the captor. That the owners were pnt to 
the loss of the nse of said sloop dniing the time of said detention* which» as 
deponent verilj belieyes, amount^ to the sum of $150. That deponent was 
kept and detained as a prisoner during the said 31 days, 20 dajs being confined 
on shore. Deponent further says that the captain and the two men were also 
imprisoned for the same length of time that deponent was. That no prize pro- 
codings were had or attempted against said vessel* and deponent further says 
that the affidavit of Jacob Birt» hereunto annexed, is in all respects true. 

JOHN MABTIX. 

[l. 8.] Sworn to before me September 23, 1864. 
[Bevemie stamp.] 

O. R. STEELE. 

ITnitbd States of Ajsbsica, 

Sauthem DiUriei of New York, $•: 

Jacob Birt» of Trieste, Austria, b^g duly sworn, says: That he was one 
of the crew on board the sloop Racer on her voyage from Abaco to the port of 
Beaufort, and when said vessel was seized by the United States schooner Hope. 
That he knows Gharies Anson Enssell, and knows that he was captain of said 
sloop Racer at the times mentioned in the annexed affidavit of said Gaptiin 
RueselL Deponent further says that he has heard the annexed affidavit of said 
Gharies Anson Russell read, and that he knows the contents thereof, and says 
that said affidavit is true in every particular, so far as it relates to the taking of 
the sloop Racer, and her capture and detention, and the length of time that 
she was detained, and the injuries which she received, and the imprisonment of 
the said captain ; and deponent says that he was also detained the same length 
of time that the capUdn and others on board were ; and he also knows about 
the stores being taken away from said vessel by her captors. Deponent further 
says that he is forty-one years of age, and that he understands the English 
language ; and further says, that the sloop Racer did not have any cargo on 
board, and that she proceeded on her voyage without any unnecessary delay 
until bar capture aforesaid. 

his 
JAGOB + BIRT. 
maik. 

[u 8.1 Sworn to before me, September 23, 1864. 

0. R. STEELE, Notary P«M*c. 

[Rercnoe staiB^] 

Mr. HemdrUks l# C<gfUim Eus9elL 

CusTOM-HocsB, Bbaufobt, Nohth Gakouna, 

Septtmhtr 1, 1864. 

Sin : I transmit herdn the paper seized on board the sloop Racer on the 2d 
ultimo, off Bull's bay. South Garolina, and do hereby release said sloop, her 
master and crew, from further custody. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN A. HENDRIGKS, ColUctar. 
Captab 0. A. Bvssbll, 

Matier of tie Shop Racer^ Bta^orU Kortk Carolina. 
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PoBT OP Gkbeh Tcrtlb Cat, Abaco» 
q§ct ^ CMedtmr ^ , 
TbcM are to ccrtifr to all wlftooi ft dodi conoern tbat tlie British slooji Raeov 

wbereof Riiit0cil if iiiastcr» hat been dolj cleared at thia office for Bea»- 

Ibfft, ia Port Rojal, Sooth CaroHna, in ballaat. 

Given andcrmj hand* at the aforoaaid port^ thb S6th d^ of Jul j^, in t]»e joar 
ef ov Lord 1864. 

JOSEPH J. L0WNDEB8, CWTecfar ^ JUvenme. 



Afrttrntwi Itiwttm A$ Cmfi^m^ ifc^ ^A$ i 



BAHAMA ISLANDS. 



An agreement made purraant to the directiona <^ aa act of a gaem hly made and 
parsed in the 2d year of the reign of her Majes^ Qneen Victoria the first 
between G. A. BoABellt the master of the sloop Baoer» of the port of Nmm^ 
N. P-: 



It is agreed bj and on the part of the said persons as thej severally herebj 
engage to serve on board tne said sloop Racer in the severd capacities 
against their respective nameSv exnressed in a voyage from ihe port <^ Abaoo, 
to Beanfort* S. G^ via Port Boval, and back to the port of Abaco. But the 
said crew further engage to condnct themselves in an orderly, fiuthfol, hooest* 
and sober manner, and to be at all times diligent in their respective duties and 
stations, and to be obedient to the lawful commands ct tiie master or otho* 
ofBcers in everything relating to the said slooo, and the materials, stores, and 
cargo thereof, whether on boud said slooo, in boats, or on shore. 

£i consideration of which services to be anlj, honestly, carefully, and faithfUlj 
performed, the said master doth hereby promise and agree to pay the said aew 
oy way of compensation or wages the amount against their names respectivdy 



In witness whereof, the said parties have hereunto subscribed thdr names on 
the day against their respecUve signatures mentioned : 



Plaoe ana time €f 



AUoo,jQ)y 27,1864. 



Hen^ti 



C. A.RnsseIl 

John Maftm...... 

Jacob Birt 

Bei\}aiiixn Sandeis. 



Capadty. 



Master.. 

Mate ... 
Seaman. 
Cook... 



Wages 
permootlL 



$30 00 
18 00 
16 00 



M>Dey 

advanoed. 



$10 00 
900 
800 



Witnen's ^ 



Ito b eit Ciiny. 
Bobert Cony. 
Robert Cony. 
BobertCnny. 



NoTBd — Any embezslement, or wilAil or n^ligent loss or destruction of the 
vessel, cum, stores, mav be made good to the owner out of the wages (so hat 
as this will extend) of the seaman guilty of the same; and if any seamaa shall 
enter himself as qualified to a duty to which he shall prove to be not competeal 
he will be subject to a reduction of wages hereby agreed for in proportion tohia 
competency. 



't 11 
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CeHifcmU 9f Bnlif& Regisir§. 

Official No. of ship, 49,143 ; date of registiy, Ajpril 22, 18G4 ; port. No. 52; 
nameof ship. Racer; British or forei^ built, foreign built; port of registry, 
NassaUnN. JP.| how propelled, hj sans; number of decks, one; build, curved; 
number of masts, one; ^Ueries, none; rigged, sloop; head, none; stem, round; 
frame-work, wood. 

Ueasurements: 

feet inches. 

Length from the fore part of stem, under the bowsprit, to the aft side 30 8 

Main breadth to outside plank 12 2 

Depth in hold for tonnage, deck to ceiling at midships 3 5 

Tonnage: 

No. of tons. 

Tonnage under tonnage deck 6.27 

Trunk - 1.28 

Total re^ster tonnage '^•/t^ 

I, the undersigned, registrar of the port of Nassau, N. P., hereby certify that 
the ship the description of which is prefixed to this my certificate has been duly 
surveyed, and that the above description is true ; that Azariah Curry is the 
master of said ship ; and that the uxune, residence, and description of the owner, 
and number of 64 shares held by him, are as follow*: 

Name, residence, aud occupation of the owner, Samuel Otis Johnson, of 
Nassau, N. P., Bahama merchant; number of sixty-four shares, sixty-four. 

Dated at Nassau, N. P., the 22d of April, 1864. 

JOHN D. DUNMERING, Registrar. 

Notice. — ^A certificate of registry, granted under the merchant shipping 
act, 1556, is not a document of title. It does not necessarily contain notice 
of all changes of ownership, and no case does it contain an official record of any 
mortgages afiecting the ship. 

The United States of America to Charles Anson Russcttp Dr. 

To detention as prisoner for 31 days, preventing the canying on his business. 
Damages to him per day 8100 : Total, 83,100. 

CHARLES ANSON RUSSELL. 

Dtpotiiiom ^Jokn Mmrtim. 

United States of America, 

Southern district of New YorJ^ ss: 
John Martin, of Ireland, Great Britain, being duly sworn, says : 
That he is, and was at the several times hereinafter mentioned, a British sub- 
ject That on or about the 20th day of July, 1864, he left Abaco, bound for the 
port of Beaufort, North Carolina, by way of Port Royal ; that deponent so left 
as mate of the British ship Racer, belonging to the port of Abaco, bound for the 
port of Beaufort, and proceeded on her voyage without any unnecessary delay 
until the 1st day of August, 1864, when she was taken by the United States 
schooner Hope, and detained as prize, against the protest of Charles Anson 
Russell, who was the master of the said sloop Racer. Deponent further says, 
that the said sloop Racer was towed to off Charleston, and then taken to Beau- 
fort, and that the said vessel was seriously injured by being so towed and hauled 
upon the beach at Beaufort Deponent further says, that Charles Auson Rus- 
sell, the master of said sloop, as well as deponent and the two men on board of 
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her, were Imprifioncd and detained for tLirtj-one days, nntil the said doop ' 
released, twenty days of which he was detained on shore, abont the Ist of Sc^tena- 
ber, 1864. Deponent farther says, that he has heard the annexed affidavit of 
Charles Anson Russell read, and the facts there set oat are trae, as to tho 
▼oyage, captare, and detention, to the knowledge of deponent. 

JOHN MARTIN. 

Sworn to before me, this 24th day of September, 1864. 

[L. ».! FRANKLIN A. WILCOX. 

[Revenae stamp.] • Notary Puhite, 

Depo$Uiom qf JMCtk BirL 

Umtbd States op Amkiica, 

Southern dittriet of New ^orkf $e: 
Jacob Birt, beins daly sworn, says: That he is well acquainted with Charles 
Anson Russell, and that he was master of the sloop Racer on her Toyage firom 
Abaco to Beaufort, North Carolina ; that the vessel started from Abaco on the 
26th day of July, 1864, and proceeded on her voyase without any unnecessaiy 
delay until the 1st of August, when she was taken by the United States 
schooner Hope to off Charkston, and thence to * Beaufort. Deponent further 
says, that he has heard the annexed affidavit of Charles Anson Russell read, 
and knows the contents thereof, and that the same is true of his own knowl- 
edge, so far as the facts are therein set out in regard to the voyage, the captureb 
and the detention of the vessel and of the persons on board of her. 

JACOB BIRT. 



Sworn to before me, September 24, 1864. 
[Revenue stamp.] 



FRANKLIN A. WILCOX. 
Notary PuUie. 



United States of Ambrica* 

SouUiem JDiHriet qf New Torkf $e: 
Jacpb Birt, of Abaco, beine sworn, says that he was bom near TriestOb 
Austria, and is an Austrian subject. Deponent further says that, on or about 
the 2Gth of July, 1864, he left Abaco, bound for the port of Beaufort, North 
Carolina, by way of Port Royal ; that deponent so left as a common seaman on 
board the British sloop Racer, belonging to the port of Abaco ; that Charies Anson 
Russell was the master of said vessel, and John Martin was the mate of said 
sloop, and that deponent and one other were hands on board of said sloop; that 
the vessel had no cargo, and only ballast on board ; that she had on board pro- 
visions amounting to the sum, as deponent believes, of $375 ; that the vessel* 
when it left Abaco, belonged, as deponent was informed and verily beHevea, to 
British subjects residing at Nassau, New Providence, and was their property; 
that the names of owners being Otis Johnson & Brother, of Nassau, New 
Providence ; that the said ship started from Abaco for Beaufort, rta Port Royal* 
in good faith, and duly proceeded on her said voyage without any unnecessary 
delav until the 1st day of August, 1864, when the said sloop Hieer was taken 
by the United States schooner Hone, and detained as prize against the protest 
of the captain of said sloop ; that the vessel was towea to off Chariciton to the 
fleet there, and from there ordered to Beaufort, North Carolina ; that deponent 
and all on board were kept and detained as prisoners during the said days that 
the said sloop was detained before her release ; twenty days cf which time he was 
detained on shore, and deponent claims the sum of $10 per day for said deten* 
tion* airest, and imprisonment 






.if 
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Deponent farther says tbat there were no prize proceedings had* or attempted 
to be had against said vessel, either at Charleston or Beaufort, and tbat there 
was no court there b j which she could be tried. 

J. BIRT. 

Sworn before nie» September 24, 1864. 

[l. 8.] FRANKLIN A. WILCOX, Notary PuhJie. 



[Bereaiie Stamp.] 



UnUiStaleti/ AmeriMiaJaeohBSrtf Dr. 



To damages for detention and imprisonment thirty-one (31) days, 
at ten ($10) dollars per day $310 00 



TTnitbd States of AMsaici, ^ 

Southern Diitrict of New York, $$ : 
Charles Anson Russell, of Perrysborough, Nova Scotia, master mariner, being 
duly sworn, says that he is, and was at the several times hereinafter mentioned, 
a British subject and resident of Nova Scotia ; that on or about the 26th day of 
July, 1864, he left Abaco and saOed to the port of Beaufort, South Carolina, by 
way of Port Royal ; that deponent was master in command of British sloop Racer, 
belonging to the port of Abaco ; that the said sloop was of the value of about 
$1,250 ; that she bad no cargo but ballast, and had provisions on board for the 
use of the crew, &c; that said sloop, when she left Abaco, belonged to British 
subjects residing at Nassau, New Providence, whose names are Otis Johnson & 
Johnson. Deponent further savs, that the vessel so started from Abaco for 
Beaufort, via Port Royal, in good faith, and with no other destination, and duly 
proceeded on her vovage without unnecessary delay, until the Ist day of August, 
1364, when the said aloop Racer was taken by the United Sutes schooner 
Hope, and towed to off Charleston, and from there to Beaufort, and detained as 
prixe, against dejponent's protest ; that this deponent and all the crew were de- 
tained and confined as prisoners for the space of 31 days, until the vessel 
was released on the 1st of September, 1864 ; 20 days of which they were de- 
tained on shore ; that Jacob Birt was a hand on board of said sloop, and was de- 
tained and imprisoned as aforesaid. Deponent further says, that the affidavit 
of Jacob Birt, hereto annexed, so far as it sets out the capture, detention, and 
imprisonment of the said Birt, is true; and also as to the voyage of said sloop is 
also true. 

CHARLES ANSON RUSSELL. 

Sworn before me, September 24, 1864. 

FRANKLIN A. WILCOX, Notary Puhlk. 

[Rarenuo SUmp.] 



TJnitbd Statbs op Ambkica, 

Southern Diitriet of New York^ «t s 
John Martin, of Ireland, being duly sworn, says that he was on board the 
•loop Racer during the time mentioned in the annexed affidavits of Russell and 
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Birt, and that the same, so far as they eet out the TOjage of the sloop Racer* 
and her capture and detention, and the detention and imprisonment of the per- 
sons on board of her, are true to the knowledge of this deponent. 

JOHN MARTIN. 

Sworn to before me' this 24th day of September, 1864. 

[l. 8.J FRANKUN A. WILCOX. Notary Public 

[Rcrenne Stan^} 



J 
Defosttion tf J«A« Jfcrfta. \ 

United States op Ambkica, ^ 

SoutAem district of New York, u: \ 

John Martin, of Great Britain, Ireland, being dnlj sworn, says : That he is, and | 

was at the several times mentioned, a British subject, and resident at Abaco; \ 

that on or abont the 26th of July, 1864, he left Abaco, bound for the port of 
Beaufort, North Carolina, by the way of Port Royal; that deponent so left as 
mate of the sloop Racer, a British sloop belonging to the port of Abaco. 

That the said sloop, as deponent verily believes, was of the value of 81,250 ; 
that the said vessel had no cargo, and only ballast on board ; that her crew oob- 
cisted of this deponent as mate, Charles Anson Russell, master, and two men ; 
tliat she had on board provisions amounting in value to about $375; that 
the vessel, when she left Abaco, belonged, as deponent was informed and verily 
believes, to British subjects residing at Nassau, New Providence, and was 
their property, and the names of the owners being Otis Johnson and John- - 

son of Nassau aforesaid ; that the said sloop sailed from Abaco for Beaufort, i^ia 
I'ort Royal, in good faith, with no other destination, and dulv proceeded on her 
voyage without any unnecessary delav until the 1st day of August, 1864, when ■ 

the said sloop Racer was taken by the United States schooner Hope and de» 
tiincd prize, against the protest of the captain of said sloop ; that the vessel was 
towed to off Charleston to the fleet there, and from there ordered to Beaufort, 
North Carolina. The deponent and all on board were kept and detained as prison- 
ers during the said 31 days that the vessel was detained before her release, 
20 days of which he was confined on shore; and deponent daims the sum of $40 
per day for said detention, arrest, and imprisonment. Deponent further says that -, 

there was no prise proceedings had, or attempted to be had, against said vesed, 
either at Chaneston or Beanfort f . | 

[Internal f«Telra»•taa^) JOHN MARTIN. ^ \ 

Sworn to before me this 24th day of September, 1864. 1 i 

[L. 8] FRANKLIN A, WILCOX. 

Notary PMie. ( | 

United States of America to John Martin, Dr. ' j ; 

To damages by detention as prisoner for the space of thir^ one (31) days, at j I 

S40perday $1,240 00 

JOHN MARTIN. 



Depimticm sf Otptain JtussdL 



.1 



United States of America, 

SoutAem district of New York, s$: . m 

Charles Anson Russdl, of Perrysborough, Nova Scotia, master seaman, being ) ' 

duly sworn, says, that he is, and was at the several times hereinafter mendoneC j 
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a Britisli subject, and resident of Nova ScotU, as above stated ; tbat on or about 
the 26th daj of July, 1864, he left Abaco, bound for the iM>rt of Beaufort, North 
Carolina; bj iraj of Port Royal ; that deponent so left in command of British 
sloop Baeer, beloneing to the port of Abaco ; that the s^d sloop was of the value 
of about $1,200; that the saia vessel had no cargo, and onlj ballast on board ; 
that her crew consisted of this deponent as master, John Martin, of Ireland, whose 
affidavit is hereto annexed, and two men ; that he had on board provisions amount- 
ing in value to about $375 ; that the vessel when she so left Abaco belonged to 
aim was the property of British suUects residine at Nassau, New Providence, 
whose names are Otis Johuson and Johnson of Nassau, aforesaid ; deponent 
further sajs that the vessel so started from Abaco for Beaufort, via Port Koyal, 
in eood fiuth, with no other destination, and duly proceeded on her said voyage 
wiAoui any unnecessary delay, until the first day of August, 1864, when the 
said sloop Bacer was taken by the United States schooner Hope, and detained 
as prize against deponent's protest ; that the vessel was towed off Charleston, 
to the fleet there, and from there ordered to Beaufort, North Carolina ; that the 
deponent was himself kept and detained as a prisoner during the said 31 days, 
20 days he being confined on shore ; and that the mate, John Martin, was also 
confined and detained for the same length of time that deponent was, and that 
the two men attached to the vessel were also detained in lixe manner ; that de- 
ponent has heard the affidavits hereto annexed of John Martin and Jacob Birt 
ready and that the same are true. 

CHABLES ANSON BUSSELL. 

Sworn to before me September 24, 1864. 
nta~^it«»^l FBANKLIN A. WILCOX, 

[l. &] Notary PMic. 



DtfonHom rf Jmcoh Bift. 

XTifiTKD States of Ambrica, 

Soutkem dutrict ^ New Yark^ «• •* 

Jacob IKrt, being duly sworn, says, that he was bom neir Trieste, Austria ; 
that he was one of the crew of the British sloop Racer, on her voyage from the 
port of Abaco to Beaufort, and that the vessel left said port of Abaco about the 
26th day of July, 1864, and was taken about the 1st of August by the United 
States schooner Hope; deponent further says, that the annexed affidavits of John * 
Martin and Charles Anson Bussell have been read to him, and that he knows 
tiie contents thereof, and the same are true so far as they set out the voyage of 
said sloop, her capture by the schooner Hope, and her detention and also the 
detention of the persons on board of her, ana their confinement for the length of 
time therein set out. 

JACOB BIRT. 

Sworn to before me this 24th day of September, 1864. 
[».»««• rtMi^j '^ FBANKLIN A. WILCQX, 

[l. a.] Notary Public 



DepoiiHou tf CmfUtM Ru$$tiL 

XTnitbd States op Ambrica, 

Southern dutrict of New Yorkf at : 
Gharies Anson Russell, of Perrysborough, Nova Scotia, mast^ mariner, be- 
ing duly sworn, says that he is, and was at die several times hereinafter men* 
tionedt a Britidi subject and resident of Nova Scotia* as above stated. That on 
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or al>o«| the Mtli dar of J«1t, ISM, he left Abeee, hoQBd fer the port of 
fort, N. O^ ^/ ^^7 « ^^^ BojeL ThiU deponeiit ao kit !a eonmumd of the 
DritUh oloop Recer, belooghis to the port of Abeoo; that the eaid 6k>op waa of 
tho vdiie of $1, 250; thia no aaid Tetel had ae eaigo and onlj hallaat oa 
Uiard. That her ctew eonrittcd of thb deponeiit aaBMBler»J<^ Martia, of Ire> 



Ltnd, mate, and two men. Thai the had on hoard prorinoiiB amounting in Talne 
1o about 8375 ; that the Teaael when th^ ao left Ahaeo belonged to and waa 
tlie propertj of British rabjccta residing at Naaaan* New Pkoridence. the names 
of the ownen being Otis Johnaonand Johnaoa, of Naaaan, afbrenid. I>e> 

i>oncnt Auther aaja* that the Teasel ao started firosa Ahaoo tog BeanferU ^ift 
^ort Rojal* in good Cuth, and with ao other destJnatSwi, and dntr proeeededoa 
her said Toyage withovt anj unnecessary ddar* untfl the first day of Augoat^ 
1S64. when the said sloop Racer was taken hj the United Statea schooner £qpe» 
and detained aa priae» agidnst deponent*8 protest. That the Tessd was towed 
to off Charl^stoa to Ae fleet thore. and firosa there ordered to Beanfart* North 
Carolina. That thia deponent waa himself kept and detained aa a prisoner 
during the said thirtj-one dajs* twentr-three dajs he being confined mi shore; 
Aod 1m daims for said arrest. detentioB* and impriaonment the sum of SlOO 
per day. That the mate and the two men lUtached to the Toeoel were also de- 
clined during the time that deponent waa detained. That the Tessd was net 
rvlesffed until the first of Septembert 1S64, at which time depcment was t»> 
kased. Deponent farther says, that ao prise proceedings were had aainst said 
veft5el, nor none attempted to be had* ana no oourt existed at either Ubarkstoa 
or Beaufort to trr them; and deponent says that the objeet of nid voyage waa 
to sell the Teasel at Port Royal or Beaufort, and purchase awMtho with the pro> 
c<.^s, and with the proceeds of two drafts which he had of $1,000 each in gold. 
Deponent fiirther aays, that the Teasel waa put to great loss, and that thia de- 
}>oDent was put to great loss and inconTenienee on aceount of hia capture and 
confinement. 

CHARLES ANSON RUSSELH 
fua.] Sworn to before me this 2Sth day of September, 1864. 

FRANKLIN A. WILCOX, 
[Rot. Stamp.] Naiarf JPa&fie. 



Jlir. BmrnUy la Mr. Sewmrd. 

WASHiNGTOif, Ckiober 4, 1864. 
Sia: I haTO the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note of the Ist, rda- 
tive to an increase of the American na^ force in the Canadian lakea, »d of 
iu enclosures, and beg to state, in reply, that I haTO to-day forwarded copiee to 
ber Majestr's goTomment. 

I hsTO the honor to be, with the highest consideration, rir, your mort obedient* 
bumble senrantv 

J. HUME BURNLET. 
Hon. William H. Sbwaud, Sfc^ ^e^^e. 



Mr. Saoard U Mr. Bmrntef. 



DBPAiTMBirr OF Statb, 

WasJkingtm, October 4, 1864. 

Sib : I haTO the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the lat 
instant, referring to your communication of the 9th nlthno» in which you did me 
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mm 



^ 



■■ ■ -^^ ^*^ 



730 DIPLOMATIC COBRESPONDENCE. 



tbe bonor to communicate to me copies of certain order in council issued bj 
liis exceHencj the lieutenant eoyemor of Nova Scotia, directiDg that American 
and bj&Uigerent cruisers shoula come to an anchorage in the reguhir man-of-war 
anchorage off the dock-jard of Hali&x, and informing me that on more than 
one occasion lately federal cruisers had anchored in the immediate vicinitj of 
the port of Halifax, with a view apparently of chasing or visiting vessels leaving 
that port; and stating thi^t as this is a manifest violation of international usage, of 
the Qneen's regulations, and of the province of Nova Scotia, jou feel convinced 
that I will see the expediency of suggesting to the Navy Department the urgent 
necessity and pressing importance of issuing the necessary oraers, if not already 
issued, to commanders of federal ships-of-war, to comply in good faith with 
the regulations establbhed for the port of Halifax. 

I have the honor to inform you, in reply, that I have communicated to the 
Secretary of the Navy a copy of your note, inviting his immediate attention to 
the subject. 

It is presumed that the commanders of the vessels which have recently 
anchored off the port of Halifax have, in consequence of being on remote cruis- 
big grounds, failed to receive notice of the new regulation. Whatever may have 
been the cause of their proceedings, they are very much regretted, and it is not 
to be doubted that the Secretary of the Navy will adopt such measures as will 
prevent their recurrence. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your obedient ser- 
rantt 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. HCMB BuaNLBY, Esq^ ^C ifC^ ifC 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 



Dbpabtmbnt op State,- 

WasJiingtOMf October 5, 1864. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 24th 
ultimo, relative to the case of Messrs. Darrell & Nash, British merchants, who 
were refused a clearance by the customs authorities at New York, for eoods 
shipped by them for Nassau. In reply, I have the honor to inform you that I 
have recailed the attention of the Secretary of the Treasury to the subject. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLLA.M H. SEWARD. 

J. HuMB BuBNLBY, Esq., ifCt ^Cp ^e. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burntey. 



Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Washingtonf October «5, 1864. 
Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receint of your communication of 
the 3d instant, in regard to the seizure of the Britbn sloop Racer by the United 
States schooner Hope, and preferrine a claim to compensation on account of 
losses growing out of the capture and detention of the Racer. 

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that I have submitted the case to 
the Secretary of the Navy, with a view to investigation and proper proceedings. 
I have the honor to be, sir, with the highest consideration, your obedient 
Bcrvant* 

WILLIAM H. SEWAttD. 
J. noMB Bdbnlbt. esq, ^^^^e. 
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Mr. BmrmUg !• Hr. Sewmrd. 

WA8BiiceT07r, October S. 1864. 
Sii: It>cgtoei»cloM6xtrMtof akttorlhmalfr. James Stewmit»«eott^ 
owner, of Kcw OHoana, and beg to reeommend H to Tovr earnen cansidenitioiit 
particular!/ aa to tba sUlemeiit of the AsaitUiit Secre toi y of die TroaavT* 
tbat if Mr. Stewart applied to tbo Secretary of tke Treasnry bere, be would 
get either the proeeeds or the eoltoa. 

I have the honor to be* with the highcat eouideratloii, dr, jonr most obefi> 
cot, hoiaUe ■ervaat, 

J. HUME BURNUBT. 

nOQ. WlLUAM IL StWAtlK 9fC^^9fC. 



[EztiacL] 

"I am a citizen of Great Britain, and for a nnmher of yeara was engaged £a 
cmmnercial business in Kew Orleans, Looisiana. At the oommencement of tba 
rebellion I had large amonnts dne me bj the cotton-planters of Misaiasippi, 
Aud in settlement I took cotton from them, wnnf^ the difference in cask wnea 
the cotton purchased exceeded mj claims. This cotton was stored on the plan* 
tations, ana after the fall of Vicksbarg I waited on Greneral Grant, who» after 
cvtminiDg mj papers, gave me a permit to cany mj cotton to Kew OHeana* 
and a letter to Brigadier General Crocker, commanding at Natchex, to give me 
all the assistance in his power. I did get several u>ts out, but have a ^ood 
de4il of it remaining on the plantations. One Bilgnaj, claiming to be a French 
subject, purchased some lots of cotton in the same comity where mj cotton ia 
stored, aU of which was burnt bj order of Wirt Adams, who commanded a resf^ 
imcnt of cavalrj. This man entered into some arrangement with Colonel lillletl^ 
ccnmianding the marine brigade, and one Mr. Clements, and ther landed and 
carried awaj cotton wherever thej found anj, alleging that aa Bifguay's cotton 
w.is destroyed, he had a right to take property until his losses were made good. 
This cotton was carried to Xatchcs and placed in the government yard. A 
uumber of claimants came forward, and, by paying fifty d<^lara a bale, thej" 
got back their property. Another portion was hsjided over to fiflgnay, who 
bhipped the same to Kcw Orleans, and there the owners of the property seized 
it. Among the property carried off were seventy bales of my cotton, which waa 
stored on the plantation of Mr. W. Harrison, nine miles back of Rodney, in the 
State of Mississippi. I was informed by the assistont special agent of the 
Treasury in Katenes that the cotton having been turned over to him by the 
military, he had no power to surrender it ; but that if I applied to the Secietaxy 
of the Treasury, I would get either the cotton or the proceeds. 

*' Judge Hart shipped the cotton, with several other lots, on the steamer Em- 
press to Cairo, either in April or the beginning of May, but always told me I 
would get it back again Upon making application at the proper quarter. About 
this time Judge Hart waa dismissed, and his successor in Katches, Judge Bnx^ 
nett, gave me all the assistance in his power to have the cotton out There waa 
no record kept of the different marks, and they could only inform me that the 
cotton had been shipped with other lots. Mr. Hartley, who waa the custom- ^ | 

house officer in Katches, saw the cotton in the yard, and it was branded N. H. . \ 

Ue also shipped it along with other lots to Cairo, and all this can he proved hj 
him. I think, under the circumstances, I am justified in requesting that tm i 

United Stetes officer at Cairo, or St Louis, himd over to me the proceeda of ) 

Midcotton. I 



; m 



If 

I t. 
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«• I bave, bowcver, evciy confidence that tlie Secretary of the Treastunr will do 
me justice. I will saj tliat Judge Burnett, who acted as agent for the Treasur j 
in Natchez when I left, did all he could for me; and had be been in authority 
when the cotton waa in Natchez, I should hare had it restored at once. I had 
to leave earlier than I anticipated, on account of sickness in mj familj.^ 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 



Washington, October .5, 1864. 

Sir : Her Majesty's government have had under their consideration the note 
which you were good enough to address to Lord Lyons, on the 13th July, in 
reply to the one which his lordship had the honor of addressing to you, under 
instructions from her Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs, on 
the 13th June last, relative to the imprisonment in the Old Capitol prison at 
this place of the late Mr. James Hardcastle, and his death in consequence of a 
shot fired by a sentry at that prison. ' 

I am now instructed to state, that her Majesty's government have learned 
with much regret the view taken of Mr. HardcasUe's case by the United States 
government, and their refusal to offer compensation to the relatives of this 
unfortunate person. After a further and careful consideration of all the circum- 
stances connected with this case, her Majesty's government see no reason to 
modify their opinion with respect to it, as expressed in Lord Lyons's notes of 
the 13th August, 1863,* and 13th June, 1864. I can, therefore, only repeat 
that her Majesty's government considers that Mr. Hardcastle's life was sacri- 
ficed by the carelessness of subordinate officers of the United States govern- 
ment, and by the bad r^^ations of the prison in which he was improperly 
confined. 

Her Majesty's government further consider that there are some portions of 
the report of the United States Judge Advocate (general to the Secretary of 
War which ought not to be left wholly unnoticed. 

If the construction which that officer places upon the meaning and effect of a 
safe conduct under a flag of truce is to prevail, it should be widely and generally 
known, for in substance it amounts to this — that the United States regard a 
flag of truce, when used for the purpose of soliciting and obtaining permission 
for a particular individual to pass and remain within their lines, as imparting 
no protection whatever to the person who may come under it into their territo^. 
As thus interpreted it means, merely, that persons who bring it are not to be 
fired upon while they pass the space which intervenes between the lines of the 
enemies, and while the flag itself is exhibited ; but that, as soon as they are 
within the lines of the United States, they may be treated in exactly the same 
manner as if they had been made prisoners of war. Her ^lajcsty's government 
affirm such a doctrine to be utterly at variance with international law, with the 
usages of all civilized states, and with the reason and justice upon which both 
are founded. Good faith, in matters of this kind, is a question of substance, 
and not (as Internationa] authorities seem to be intm>retcd by the Judge Advo- 
cate Grcneral of the United States) one of form. Whether the form be a written 
safe conduct, or a permission given (without writing) for the safe passage of an 
individual within the lines of a belligerent, the promise of safety is in substance 
the same; and the effect of such promise must continue (unless a limit was 
originally fixed to its duration) until it is revoked, after such a notice as may at 
least give the person relying upon it the opportunity of returning without moles- 

*38th CoDgresfl, 1st leition, Ex. Doe. No. 1, pa|ce 090. 
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Utioo fron die Mae belligereiii to the place front whkb he ceinet or fotne edicr 
piece of Mcwilj. The n ec cf m r y hm of a flag of trace to obtain such « pennia- 
•io« doce not iaplj that the permi^ioii itself is to be nogatorj a« looa ms that 
iag ie withdrmwtt. 

Aj re garda the paaay brought forward bj the Judge Advocate Gkoeral, la 
fnppoct of hia Tiewa, from Vattel, cap. 17, I am inatnicted to state that the 
parage does not appear in anj waj to tnpport the doctrine for the confirmatioa 
of which it iadted. That author is there not speaking of the protectioa afiTorded 
bj a flag of truce to a person who is admitted unda* it to enter and renmin in 
the enemy's Hncs, but of a general suspension of hostilitiea for a limited period, 
after the lepse of which penod, he rigbUj aaja, in the absence of an j e^iecial 
condition* the enemj found in the territories of either bdligerent is s«b|eci to 
the laws of was; 

Her Majcstj*s gorernment do not dif pute» that if Mr. Hardcastle bad mis- 
condttcted himsrlf after he had been so receiYed into the territory of the United 
Sutc», he was llible to be arrested or imprisoned ; but her Majesty's gOTern- 
meat are of opinion that Mr. Hardcastle's arrest and imprisonment» upon no 
rround whateTer except upon Tague surpidons as to his prenous acts and hiatoiy* 
deriTcd from the Terr fact of his coming from the enemy's lines, and from the 
papers produced at the time of his admission under promise of safe condnety 
(for it b admitted that this expression was used, and it is rainly attempted to 
explain away its force,) was a plain Tiolation of the good faith pledged to hinit 
for which her Majesty's government see no justification in any alleged neoesai* 
ties of the belligerent. 

Under these circumstances, I ^am instructed to state that her Majestj'a 
government feel bound to reserve to tbomsdves the right of renewing tlMir 
application to the United States government for compensation to Mr. Hardcastle*! 
relatives, ehoald they, at a future period, consider it to be their duty to do aow 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant, 

J. HUME BUENLET. 

Hon. William H. SBWAto, ^c^ ifc^ tie. 



1 



Mr. Bum^ey to ilr. Seward. 



WASHiNQTOif, October 6, 186k 
Sia : Her Majesty's government have had under their consideration the 
records of the various prize cases which have been submitted to them from 
time to time, with regard to the proceedings before the prize court of New 
Orleans, respecting the capture, in the Rio Grande, of the British veasda 
Science, Sir William Peel, Dashing Wave, and Volante. 

With respect to the Volante, her Majesty's government cannot perceive that 
there was any sufficient legal justification for the condemnation of that vesseL 
In the absence of a reasoned judgment in the case, her Majesty's government 
are left to suppose that the sentence had proceeded on the ground that part of 
the cargo was proved to have consisted of military dothing, and that, from the 
position in which the ship lav, that clothing may have been intended for im» 
portation direct into the Uonn^erate States, although ostensibly consigned to 
merchanto in the neutral port of Matamoras. But her Majesty's government 
consider that there seems to be no sufficient evidence to warrant such a con* 
elusion, and can collect only that the ground really assigned by the judge for 
the sentence was, that the vessel was ** anchored in interdicted or American 
waters," and her Majesty's government are wholly at a loaa to understand thn 
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meaning. of the word ''interdicted/' as applied to any anchorage whatever, 
where uiere ia no blodiade. 

I am, therefore, instructed to express the surprise of her Mt^esty's govern- 
ment at the decla^^ mnnd of this sentence, and their confident expectation» 
that, unless it can be snown either that her Majesty's government has been mis- 
informed as to the reasons for the sentence, or that such a ground is warranted 
by the principles and precedents of maritime international law, the United 
States government will at once interfere to prevent the execution of a sentence 
which is, on the face of it, so onjnst 

With r^ard to tlie Sir William Fed, Science, and Dashing Wave, which 
was declared by the sentence of the court to have been seized without probable 
cause, her Majesty's government instruct me to say, whilst expressing their 
satisfaction at the release of these vessels, that they are at a loss to conceive 
upon what principle of recognized prize law a reasonable ground of capture 
can have been asserted in the case of the Sir William Peel, or cost and damages 
can have been refused to the owners. 

Her Majesty's government have also heard with much regret that the dis- 
trict attorney of the United States has given notice of appeal in these several 
cases. In the opinion of her Majesty's government it appears too clear for 
any reasonable controversy that the seizure of all tliese ships was made upon a 
false principle, contrary to international law, in which (even if it were to recdipe 
the sanction of an American prize court) her Majesty's government could not 
acQuiesce. 

Her Majesty's government, therdbre, approving of the representation made 
by Lord Lyons in his note of the 11th July, as to the threatened appeal in the 
particular case of the Sir William Peel, instructs me again to remonstrate 
against the delay and injustice which must arise from the prosecution of ap- 
peal in any of these cases. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

J. HUME BURXLET. 

Hon. William H. Srwaro, ^c^ Sfc^ ifc 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, October 6, 1864. 
Sis : Information has been received at this department that the agents of 
the insurgent enemies of the United States are engaged in fitting out vessels at 
Nassau, New Providence, with a view to piratical operations against the com- 
merce of the United States. The steamer Hope, which sailed on the 23d of 
August last from that port, bound for Wilmington, is represented to be a vessel 
of that character. 

I will thank vou to invite the attention of the proper colonial authorities of 
her I^Iajestv to the matter, with a view to the prevention of such enterprises. 

I have the honor to be, with die highest consideration, sir, your most obedient 
servantv 

WILUAM H. SEWARD. 
J. HuMt BuR!f LBY, Esq., igc. ^v., ^c 
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Mr. BmiJkjf ti lb. SemmrJL 

WA8HfifQTO?r» Ocloierlp 1864. 

8ii: Willi reference to TOW note of ilMl5tliAiinstpWi& 
Um Socrrtarr of tbe Treasorj to my note of Ibe 24tli altHno, and to jour rmlj 
of tbe 5Ui UistADtt relative to' tlie leAual of the eoUector of tbe pwt of New 
York to rrant a doanmce of eertaiii mcrchawlbe ahippod bj Messrs. I>airdl S^ 
Nai^b to Nasnn, in tlie Babama islands, I bare tbe bonor to endooe^a ^^£^ ^ 
a letter from tbc«e gentlemen addressed to ber Miyes^'s oonsol at New York* 
accompanied bj a nrote^t, signed br tbe captain and naTigator of tlie Teyiol* 
witb a view, in tbe nrtt place, of exfJiuninff tbe aatnre of tbese mercantile tnmo- 
actkws witb tbe port of Nassaa; and, in tbe seeond place, of refuting what tbe 
d^'pnty collector states in tbe tbird paragrapb of bis fetter endoeed in your note 
of tbe 15tb Aognst. 

I beg to recommcd tbis ease stroaglj to jma eonsideration, in the hope 
tbat restrictions of tbis kind will be remored, and a legitimate conuneree not 
bampcred or interfered witb. 

I bsTc tbe bouor to be, witb tbe bigbest eonrideratioo, dr, yovir most obedieat^ 
bnmble serrant. 

J. HUME BUENUBT- 

lion. WfLLiAM H. Sbwaid, fe^ 4^ ^e. 



Mr. DmwfM to Jfr. JfdUUU. 

Naw YoaK, Sepiemher 3, 1864. 

8ii : I bog to tbank jon for tbe persnal of tbe eonespondence between die 
Sccretarj of tbe Treasury and Lora Lyons, in referenee to tbe refoBal of the 
collector of tbis port to clear tbe careo sbipped by my firm (Darrell & Nasb) 
on the Brititfb schooner Electric, for Nassaa, New Providence. 

Tbe depoty collector says, in bis l^ter of 3d Angnst, ** Tbese gentlemen 
have been for some time engaged, as I bave reason to bdicTe, in shipping goods 
to blockade runners at Nassau, to be sent to tbe States in rebellion.'* 

For my late and present firm, I have no hesitation in pronouncing tbe eon- 
dusion A the deputy collector as hasty and altogether unfounded in laet. 
If the collector knows this statement to m correct, it is somewhat singular that 
be has taken no action against us on tbe bonds we have giY<m for wose ship- 
ments. Our business with Nassau has been purdy as comnussion merdiant8» 
and we have had no interest whatCTer in any of our shipments to that port. 
The number of our correspondents has not increased, and all were doing bosi* 
ness there prior to the secession of the southern States. Wo have been most 
particular, m the execution of orders for that port, not to s^id any articles tbat 
we thought unlikdy to be wanted for ccmsumption in tbe Bahamas, and have 
dedined, repeatedly, business that we did not think came within die limits of 
our custom-house reflations ; fbrther, we have ereiy reason to bdieTO tbat 
our constituents in Nassau have dealt in good faith and £urly by us, in the 
observance of their pledge to us tbat they would edl our shipments in that 
market for consumption. 

In explanation of tbe ease that the depniy collector cites in bis tbird para- 
graph, we refer you to a copy of a protest bmwith, signed by the captain and 
nangator of the schooner Teviot, showing tbe cause of the doTiatimL The 
cargo was shi|»ped by my late firm in good faith to be landed at Bermuda,* as 
you will perceive by reference to bills of lading berewitlu 
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The deputy collector has been mssly misinformed ^ith regard to the idUmate 
destiDation of the careo intended to be shipped bj ns on the Electric We 
offered the deputy collector of the bond department, and are still nrepared to 
show our orders £>r all the articles of that cargo, and do not diink that the 
collector can show an authenticated case of anj of the gentlemen who sent 
tbose orders ever having been engaged in the blockade busmess. 
lam, &e^ 

WM.E.DAREELL. 
E. M. AncHiBALD, Esq^ 4^ fe^ ifc 



ProUH. 

Bahama Islands : 

Be it known, that on ihis day, being Monday, the 19th day of July, in the 
. year of our Lord 1863, nersonaUy appeared before me Thomas William Henry 
Dillet, notanr public by lawful authon^ apnointed, duly admitted and sworn, re- 
residing in the city of Nassau, in the islana of New Providence, William Wil* 
son, master of the British schnooner Teviot, of, and belonging to, the port of 
Nassau, and Albert Orlando Stone, of Charleston, South Carolina, a pas- 
senger on board the said schooner, who, of their own free will and voluntary 
accord, did allege, affirm, protest, and say, as follows : 

That they saued in and on board of the said schooner Teviot, from t&e port 
of New York, in the United States of America, on the 27th day of June last 
past, for St Greorge's, in the island of Bermuda, with a cargo consistiqg of 80 
barrels of flour, 100 barrels of alcohol, 100 kess of soda, 200 firkins ofbutter, 
mackerel, and other articles; that on the 29th it blew a fresh gale from the 
southeast, and on the 30th it continued so to blow with a heavy sea, which 
caused the vessel to miUce much water. At 1 p. m. they carried away the jib- 
stay; took in the jib, and put a preventer on the stay, and set the jib without 
bonnet; at 7 a. m. the wind blew stronger from soutlieast by east, wherefore 
the saUs were dose reefed fore and aft ; on the 1st of July, being by ob- 
servation in latitude 34^ 2^, and longitude 73^ 57^ the gale continued, and 
the vessel labored hard, makine water freely, the weather continuing boisterous 
throughout the day; on the 2d it became more moderate, the wind blowine 
from southeast by east, but the vessel being in a crippled condition, and 
continuing to leak badly, it was deemed unsafe to proceed to Bermuda, and, 
upon consultation, it was determined to run to Nassau for repairs; on the 3d 
there were fresh gales from the southeast, they being, by observation, in latitude 
33^ 56', and longitude 73^ 48'. The next day they had nleasant weather, with 
the wind to the east ; that on Sunday, the 6th, they had fresh gales from the 
south ; the vessel still continued to l(»k badly. The 6th came in with strooe 
gales from tiie southeast by east ; at 1 p. m. they hove to ; but as the wind 
became more moderate, at 8 a. m. they filled away, their course beine south by 
west, and they being by observation in latitude 28^ 2^ and longitude 73^ 59^; 
that the 7tib and 8th they had moderate winds and pleasant weather; on the 
9th day they had strong breezes for the first part of the day; at 8 a. m. they 
made Abaco, the light-house being and bearing west by south, distant about 
19 miles, and arrived at Nassau on Friday evening, the 10th day of July, 
instant ; that they commenced to discharge the cargo on this 13th day of July, 
and that 6 casks of alcohol, 5 barrels of flour, and 4 nests of empty trunks were 
found to be damaged by sea- water; that diey are now stiU discharging the 
saidcaxgo. 

Whexefore the said master hath reouested me, the said notary, to protest, as 
I do» by these presents* most solemnly protest, against all winds, waves, and 
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•n and ererj penoa or pertotts wbcMn H majror dudl eQ»> 
orm. and declare that all damages, loMet. and detrimeata tW bare happened 
to tbe Mid Mp aod ber cargo are aad oaglit to be boroe hj tbe ^^-^b^.^^ ^i^ 
frri^htm intc-mtcd, or wbomtoerer dae it naj coooefat (bj waj of aTcra^ 
or otbcrtruo,) tbe Mme baring occarred aa bdbre meatioued, and not bj or 
tbioogb tbe tnsufficiencj of the aaid abip^ or neglect of tbe aaid appearer, « 
of tbe oficcra or marineia. 

WILUAM WILSON. 

A. O. STONE. 

In witness wbereof, I bare berennto set mj band and aeal notarial, at Nm- 
• . I saa, tbb 19tb day of Jolj, 18C3. 
^^ ••J WILUAM HENRY DUXET. 

Oa tbe I6tb Jvij, tbe said William WHson farther declared, protested, anl 
said, that the said schooner Teviot being discharsed of her emo aforesaid, be 
found 6 barrels of mackerel and 4 barrels of pork damaged ; in addition to thoae 
mentioned abore, and to scrre and arail as occasion mar reqaire. 

WILUAM WILSON. 



la ttUimoMimm veriiaiU. 

WILUAM nENET DILLET, 

Notary FuhUe, Bakatmmt. 

Bahama Islax no : 

I, Thomas W. Henrj Dillet, of Nassan* a notary hj lawful anthoritj ap> 
pomted, dniy admitted and sworn, do hereby cenifjand attest onto all to whom 
It maj couccm, that the above aod before written b a dnplicate or tme eopjof a 
certain iostnimentof protest made before me, taken and extracted from my register 
of all notarial acts by and before me, granted and passed, marked A, folio --«. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal at Nassau, tbk 
16th day of July, A. D. 18(>3. 

WILLIAM HENBT DILLET. 

Notary FMict BahnmoM. 



Mr. Burnley to ilr.^Seward. 

Washington, October 9, 1864. 
Sib : With reference to your note of the 13tb ultimo, relative to the steamer 
Mary, and her supposed connexion with the southern insnigents, I have Uie 
honor to enclose copy of a despatch which I have received on this subject frooi 
the lieutenant governor of Nova Scotia. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, bumble servant, 

J. nUME BUBNLET. 
Hon. Wiluam H. SKWAan, |^ 4^ fe. 

X 47 o ♦ 



i, 



738 DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 



Mr, iSacdomndl to Mr. BurmUff. 

GOVBRXMBXT itoUSK, 

ITaltJaXt Xota ScotiOf September 30, 1864. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 13th 
instant, which did not reach me till the 28th instant. Your letter encloses a 
commuoication from Mr. Seward, representing that the ^lary, formerly the 
Alexandria, has arrived at Halifax, for the supposed purpose of being armed 
and equipped for the confederate senrice. 

Mr. Seward, therefore, suggests that you should communicate with me, in 
order that the hostile designs of that vessel against the United States and their 
shipping may not be carried into eff<?ct from any port within my jurisdiction. 

In reply, I have to state that in future, as heretofore, my most strenuous ex* 
ertions shall be directed to maintaining within the neutral waters of this portion 
of her Majesty's dominions the strictest observance of those orders which have 
been issued for my guidance in reference to belligerent cruisers, whether federal 
or confederate. 

I cannot, however, interfere with any vessel British-owned, in a British 
harbor, on mere suspicion ; nevertheless, I have so decided a determination to 
prevent any abuse of the accommodation afforded by this port to any party, 
that I have instituted inquiry, for my own satisfaction, into the rumored desti- 
nation of the 3Iary. I have even directed that the ^lary shall be watched, and 
am prepared to interfere, if any illegal equipment of that vessel, for warlike pur- 
poses, be attempted in this province. 

At the same time you may inform Mr. Seward that the result of my inquiries 
leads me to suppose that the Mary, ah hough originally strongly built, and ap- 
parently intended for warlike purposes, is now lying here an embarrassment to 
her owners, unsaleable and unser\*iceable, either as an ordinary merchantman 
or a cruiser. Her speed under steam does not exceed four and a half knots, 
and I believe she is considered a fiiilure, whatever may have been her original 
destination. Therefore no difficulty is likely to arise in her case. 
I have, &€.» &e.» 

R. G. MACDONNELL, 

Lieutenant Governor, Sfc^ ifc 

J. HuMB BuRNLBY* Esq., Sfc„ ^^ ^e. 



Mr, Seward to Mr. BurmUy. 



Department op Statb, 

Wasliiifgton, October 10, 1S64. 
Sir: Itefernng to your note of the 1st instant, relative to a recent violation 
by the United States vessels-of-war of the order of the executive council of 
2sova Scotli, a copy of which was communicated by you to this department on 
the 9th ultimo, I nave the honor to enclose, in reply, a copy of a letter of the 
6th in!*tint from the Secretary of the Navy, conuiiniug a full explanation of 
the evil complained of, which I hope will prove satisfactory to her Britannic 
M.'uesty's government* 

1 have iho honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIA^I n. SEVVAltD. 
J. nuMB BuRXLcy, Esq., dc.f ^c^Jbe* 
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Jir. WdU9 $9 Mr. Stwrnwd, 

NavT DePAtTJIBHT, 

WasAhgtoM, OeUher 6. 1964. 

8fS: T have tbe honor to acknowledgo tbe receipt of your letter of tbe 4tk . 
hiMant, encloiiiiig a copj of a note of the lit iiutant firom J. Hmne Bnmlejv 
rM^ ia regard to United States emwen anchoring in the vicinity of the poet u 

of HaliCiZ, instead of at the regnUr man-of-war anchorage off the dock-yard of | 

Halifax, as required bj the order of the execntiTe council of Xovm Scotia, a { 

copy of which was communicated to thb department with your letter of tha 
I2th ultimo. 

The Te^fcls that were despatched by this department to cruise on the ensteim 
coast had received their instructions and had left port before the receipt of the ^ 

copy of the order of the council referred to. The steamer Florida is tM Tesad 1 

that luis probably violated the regulation, but the violation has doubtless bees A 

unknowingly committed. She was on special service* and was ordered by 'I 

telegraph towards llalifax, without being in possession of this declskm of tM 
council. 

I have sent a copy of it to-day to our crul<ers on the eastern eoast, sad I 
would be glad if the Department of Sute would instruct the United States 
consul at Halifax to communicate to any of our war vessels arriving at Halifar 
the order of the council before they drop anchor* if possible. 
Very re5pectfuily, &C., hat^ 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Ndmf. 

Hon. William H. Sbwaid, 

Secretary rf SiaU. 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 



Washingto!!, October 10, 1864. 

8m ; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 10th 
instant, enclosing copy of a letter from tbe Secretary of the Navy, giving an ex- 
planation relative to the violation by federal cruisers of the Halifax bar£>r regn- 
lations, and beg to state, in reply, that I have forwarded a copy of that note to 
the lieutenant governor of Kova Scotia, who, I am convinced will, receive tha 
explanation given as entirely satisfactory. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient 
humble servantv 

X HUME BUENLET. 

Hon. WiLLiAH H. Sbward, Sfc, Sfc, ^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Bumley. 

DEPAtTMBXT OF StATB» 

Waskhgfam, October 10, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 28th 
nltimo, in relation to the proposed temporary increase of tbe observing force of 
(ho United States on the American lakes, and in reply to inform you that I hare 
transmitted a copy of tho correspondence on tho subject to Mr. Adams, the muH 
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ister of the United States at London, who has heen requested to make explana- 
tions to Bari Rossdl, which it is not douhted will piove satisfactory to her Majes- 
ty's government. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr obedient servant, 

WILUAM H. SEWAIID, 

J. HuMB BuRNLBY, Esq., ^e^ Sfc^ ^ 



Mr. Seward to Mr, Burnley, 



Department of State, 

WashUgton, October 11, 1864. 

Sir : Information having been received at this department that William H. 
Crawford, charged with the crime of assault with intent to commit murder in the 
State of New Hampshire, is a fugitive from the justice of the United States in 
Canada, I have the honor to request through you, sir, that her Britannic Maj- 
esty's government will, upon the arrest and commitment of the above-named 
William H. Crawford, bo pleased to issue the necessary warraiit for the delivery 
to Enoch L. Colby, esquire, the sheriff of Lancaster county, New Hampshire, 
or to any other person duly authorized by the authorities of New Hampshire to 
receive the said fugitive, in order that ho may bo brought back to the United 
States for trial. 

I have the honor to be, vnth, the highest consideration, sir, your obedient 
sciTantt 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

J. HUMB BcRNLEYf Esq., ffCf ^ igc. 



Mr, Burnley to Mr, Setaard, 

Washixgtox, October 12, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 11th 
instant, relative to the extradition of William U. Crawford, and to state, in reply, 
that I have communicated a copy of that note to his excellency the governor 
general of Canada. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hiixnble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 
Hon. William H. Seward, ^., ^., ^v. 



Mr. Scvard to Mr. Burnley 

Washington, October 13, 1864. 
Sir : Information having been received at this department that a man passing 
by the name of Bell, together with a number of as.«ociates, some of whom have 
been knowj under the names of Hoult, Bristow, Robert Drake, Burley, and 
Thomas, respectively, and others of whom the names have not been ascertained* 
charga/l with the crime of robbery and of assault with intent to commit mur- 
der ^^ithin thejnrisdiction of the United States, are now fugitives from the jus- 
tice of Uio United States in Canada and Nova Scotiot 1 havo tho honor to 
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reqoMt diromgli yov. sir, tluU her Britam^ If ajes^i gorenmieot will» upas 
the arm! and comniUiiMit of the taid fngitiTea, or anj of than, be pleued to 
b^oe the nece^Mrj warrant for their dt*liv(;rj to Jo«cph Dimmick mod James 
Uenrj, or to anj other person or persons dnlj authorized hj the anthoritiea ol 
the State of Ohio to receive the said fugitives, in order to bring thea bat^ to 
the United States lor triaL 

I hare the honor to be, with the higbest consideration, sir, your obedient i 
Tant. 

WILLIAM H. 8EWABD. 

J. IIUME DCB?ILBV. Esq^ 4v^ ^e^ 4|C. 



3fr.Snewrdt0 Mr. ButnUf. 



DePARTMBNT OF StATB, 

Waskimgtim, October 13, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of joor note of the 17A 
ultimo, relative to the sng^stion that roeasiires be adopted toft the protection 
of cotton owned by Britiif h subjects residing in the insurrectionary States, wbid 
formed tho subject of Lord Lyond*s note of the 11th of April last, in which hit 
lordiibip had special reference to a claim of Miss Murray, on account of the 
alleged seizure by the United States military authorities in Mississippi of m 
quantity of cotton belonging to her. In reply, I have the honor to inform jo« 
that the attention of the Secretary of War has been recalled to the oompUint 
of Mi:«s Murray, with a view to ascertain his decision upon the subject. The 
i^iiggCj'tion first above mentioned is now under consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient •enrnnt^ 

WILLIAM n. SEWARD. 

J. HuMB ButNLBY, Esq^ tge^ dfc^ 4ic. 



Mr, Seunrd to Mr. Burnley. 



Depart;ment of Statb, 

WashhgUm, October 13, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to achnowled^ the receipt of your communicatioii of 
the 7th instant, relating to the refusal of the collector of the port of New Toik 
to grant a clearance of certain goods shipped by Mes?^. Darrell & Nash to 
Nassau, which case formed the subject of a previous correspond^ice. In reply 
I have the honor to state that a copy of that communication has been submitted 
to the Secretary of the Treasury, to whom all the papers in the case have beem 
referred. 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
J. HuMB BcRXLBY, Esq^ ige^ 4e^ Ifc. 



Mr. Sew4ird to Mr. Bmrmley. 



Departmbnt or 8tatb» 

WoMhiM^tom, October 14, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your notes of the SStk 
althno and 3d instant, in regard to the case of the British sloop Itaeer» captured * 



742 DIPLOMATIC COBRESPONOENCB. 

off Bull's ba J bj tbe Uuited States schooner Hope, and, in partial reply, to en- 
close a copy of a commnnication of the Uth insUnt from the Secretary of the 
Kavy. 

A further investigation concerning the case by the Secretary of the Treasury 
has now been requested, upon the receipt of whose reply I shall have the honor 
to address yon again upon the subject \ 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM n. SEWAED. 
J. Hume Bubnlby, Esq., !^^ 4«^ 4«. 



Mr. WtntM to Mr, Seward. 

Navv Dbpartmbnt, 

WaMnslon, October 11, 1864 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
the 5th instant in relation to the case of the British sloop Racer, and to trans- 
mit herewith a copv of a report, dated the 28rh ultimo, received by the depart- 
ment from Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, explaining the causes of the detention of 
the vessd. 

There appears to be no just ground of complaint against any persons acting 
under the authority of this department, and it therefore cannot entertain the 
daim presented, with any views to its allowance. 

In compliance with your request the original papers which accompanied your 
communication are herewith returned. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretary of the Navy* 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwasd, 

lyecretary of State. 



i 



Rtar-AimmH DMgren to Mr. ITcUei. 

Flag-Stbamer Philadelphia, 
Port Ruydl Harbor, S. C, Scjttcmher 28, 1864. 
Sir: I beg leave to state, for the information of the Navy Dep;irtracut, that 
the sloop Racer was taken possession of by the United States schooner Uope, 
off Bull's bay. South Carolina, within the limits of the blockade off that 
station. She had British papers and a clearance from Nassau to Beaufort, 
North Carolina, but bad no cargo. I did not learn of the capture until the 4th 
of Aucnst, when I gave orders to send her to Beaufort, her alleged port. 

If the vessel had been on the proper course to her port, she would not have 
been molested ; but having been found entirely off that course^ and within the 
limits of the blockade, just about the >nciuity which the blockade runners 
strike as a sure point whereby to regulate their course for entrance into Charles- 
ton, and where a vessel is stationed to assist in defeating this purpose, she 
properly became an object of suspicion. She had no cargo, which is now a very 
common occiurence with vessels entering under the circumstances. The least 
^ I could do was to see that she did actually go to the port where the master 
alleged she was bound. Accordingly I directed her to be towed to Beaufort, 
. North Carolina, and have no doubt that, thoudli a delay of some days ensued 
before a steamer eonld be spared, she reached tier destination quite as soon as 
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•Im cooU hxTt Miled Uiere. and oumol dwrefore plead dctentioB. Tlie directkMM 
were to tttjn ber over to Ibo coUcctor tbera* who would detenniiie oo die 
pfopricty of fttrtbcr mcasnrct. 

The iMipert of tbe TC8«el were aenl to tlie department In oxder that H natiA 
be appruwtJ of what I considered a new deA ice for eTading the blockade. wi£« 
rc<)mr«t that the papers nbonld be transmitted to the coUector of Beanfoft. Mj 

Sart tcnninated with the delivery of the Racer at her alleged pent* and tlM 
cpirtment will nerceive that the master had no rea^n to cSmplain of detention 
up to that pcriod. Aa for illtrcatment and damages, I give the fiJlowing state* 
ment of Capuin Green in reply to mj interrogatories : 

** Interro^tory UU Was tV*re any protest made by the eaptam of the Baeert 
** Answer. The cai»tain of the Racer made do protest nntu the 8th Angnst ; 
on which day he audrei'scd a letter* either to yon or myself, and whi^ was 
forwanlt-d to yon uudcr date of Angnst 10, protesting m terms against his 
detention, aiid which was, ])Tobably, immediately after be karaed the fact that 
he was to be towed to Ikanfoft. 

** Interrogatory 2d. Was the Raoer hanled ashore* stripped, and neadj 
wrecked! 

. ** Aaiswer. She was not at this anchora^ She was securely mooied and 
cared for, and left in as good condition as when she arrived here. 
^ Interrogatory 3 J. Were the crew and captain held prisoners t 
** Answer. In cousoqncnce (if the limited accommodations of the Racer* her 
captain and crew were placed on board of the Supply for safe-keeping* and 
sbip-ktv]>ers were pnt'on board of the sloop to take care of her. 1 am not 
awurc timt any re:*traint was imposed <m the captain and crew other than con- 
fining them to the Supply and placing them on board the Mary Sanf<»d whea 
the sloop was towed to Beanfort" 

I tbink it proper to state, however, that I was informed* by whom I do not 
now recollect, that small pieces of cotton were foimd in the sloop's hold attached 
to the ceiling, indicating that she had been employed in carrying cotton ; and 
ol^ that her captain e\niiccd in conversation a thorongfa uowledge oif the 
harbors and waters of this coast. 

The mojitcr of the Racer, so for from complaining, should be thankfid that his 
vessel was not sent in for adjudication, having not only been off his conrse but 
within the limits of the blockade, and at a point known to be nsed by blodLads 
runners in order to regulate their conrse to Charieston. 

Upton, the authority supplied to onr ships* libraries by the Navy Depait> 
meat, says, (p. 2S3) : ** The breach of a blockade may be either by going into 
or coining out of tbe blockaded place with a cargo laden after the commeneo* 
ment of the bhxrkade, but in order to constitute such a going into the blockaded 
port as will subject a neutral to the penalties of confiscation, it is not necessary 
that the entrance be completed. If the vessel is placed in the vicinity* in a 
situation so near that it may enter with impunity when it pleased, and especially 
if the vessel be placed so as to be under the protection of shore batteries* it ia 
considered a breach of the blockade. In sneh cases it is regarded as a presump- 
tion dejure that the vessel is so placed with an intention to violato the blockade; 
and notwithstanding that such a presumption may operate severely in individual 
instances of innocence," yet, savs Lord StoweU, *'it is a severity necessarily 
connected with the rules of evidence and essential to the efiectual exerdse of 
this right of war.** 

The department will judge whether a transferral from a miserable sloop like 
the Racer to large vessels like the Supply ai^ Sanford justifies the use of 
terms conveying the idea of personal confinement 

I have the honor to be* very respectfully* your obedient servant, 

J. A. DAHLGREN, 
Rcar-Admirah Com^dg 8. A. B. Sguadrom. 
lion. GiDBOJf Wbllbs* Secretary ^ the Navy. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Department of State, 

Wathiitgton, October 15, 1864. 

Sir : I have tbe bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
tbe 5tli instant, relative to the alleged improper seizure of cotton belonging to 
Mr. James Stewart,«and, in reply, to inform you that I have transmitted a copy 
thereof to the Secretary of tbe Treasury, who has been requested to investigate 
the claim, with a view to tbe adoption of such proceedings as the result may call 
for. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my high consideration. 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
J. Hume Burnley, Esq., fy:^ 4^., Sge. 



Mr. Burnleif to Mr. ScwarcL 

Washington, Octoher 15, 1864. 

Sir : Thomas and Charles Jones, claiming British protection, wrote to me 
on tbe 12tb ultimo, stating that they had been captured on tbe steamer Lillian, 
and were then confined at Camp Uamilton, Virginia, and that they were tbe 
only two, out of fifty-eight men upon that vessel, who were held as prisoners. 

Her Majesty's vice-consul at J^orfolk, to whom I referred the case, has re- 
ported to me that these two men have been detained in prison as witnesses. 

If this be so, I must request that tbe men may not be kept any longer in 
confinement, but that thev bo now released on reasonable conditions, to 
appear at tbe trial for which their services may be required. 

1 have tbe honor to be, with tbe highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, igc, 4^f ^c 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley, 



Department op State, 

WaMJtingtw^ Octoher 18, 1864. 
Sir : I have tb^ honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your note of tbe 6th 
instant, relative to the proceedings, before tbe prize court of New Orleans in tbe 
eases of tbe British vessels Science, Sir William Peel, Dashing Wave, and Vo- 
lante, which were captured on the Rio Grande. With regard to the action of 
tbe district attorney of tbe United States in prosecuting an appeal in these sev- 
eral cases, and against which proceeding her Majesty's government have in- 
structed you to remonstrate, I have tbe honor to state, in reply, that the subject 
will receive attentive consideratioQ. 

I have tbe honor to be, with high consideration, sir, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM IL SEWARD. 
J. Hums Burnlbv, Esq., 4^., 4^ ^ic 
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Mr. Sewmri U Ur. BwnfOef. 

DBFARTMnrr op Statk» 

WaMkimgtcm^ October 20, 1864. 

Sib: I bare tb« bonor to tckoowledge tlic recdpt of joar note of the 9tk 
ioftanU which U accompaDicd bj a copj of a despatch of the SOtli of September. 
a«Mn*»M^l to joo br the licntenant governor of Not« Seotia* relative to the 
tftramer Maiy. and her supposed eounexion with the insargents, which formed 
the »ut>j«^t of mj commonirati jn of the 13th nltimo. In re^j I have the honor 
to Ptite thnt the action of hia exccllencj in the premises ia higUj* creditable 
to himM^I^, and is jnstlj apprcciat^n! by thia gOTemment. 

I hare the honor to bo, with high consideratioo, sir, jonr obedient serrant, 

WILLIAM H. 8EWAED- 

J. nUMB DOB!«LBT, Esq^ 4^ ^pc^ 4«> 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. SewarJL 



Washixoton, October 20, 1864. 

8iB : I have the honor to bring under jonr immediate notice the circomstanoea 
attending the capture of the Kighi Uawk. and the detention of her crew aa 
pn^ioncrs. 

It appears from the enclosed conj of a do^patch from her Majesty's consul 
at Xcw York, who was instructed by me to roport upon the case, that the Night 
Hawk, a British ship, registered at Liverpool, sailed from Bermuda on the 26th 
ultimo, with an assorted cargo of merchandise, for the purpose apparently of 
running the blockade at Wilmington; that she ran aground off the harbor of 
Wilmington on the 20th nltimo, and was boarded by an armed boat's crew firom 
the United States ship Niphon, who fired three or four volleys of small-arms at 
the Night Hawk, wounding the surzeon, J. E. Taylor, a seaman named Patrick 
Uardigan, and a fireman named John McKay. 

The ship was then fired by Ensign Seaman under aggravated circumstaooes; 
in fact, his wliole conduct seems to have been considered unjustifiable by the 
senior officer in command of the Santiago, who stated that he would report him 
to the admiraL 

Captain Smiley, his officers and crew, were then carried off to Beaufort, aiid 
from thence to New York, and lodged in the Ludlow street jaiL 

I beg to enclose further a sworn affidavit of the circumstances attending the 
capture, taken before a public notary of New York ; copies of a complete list of 
the crew, and a di^hargc paper of one of the seamen, with a view of confirming 
the nationality of the vessel, and have to request now that athorough investigatioB 
of the case may take place, and that I may be furnished, as soon as possible* ijjl 

with the result of the inquiry, particularly as regards the wounding of the /// 

three persons mentioned in the previous part of my note, and that the crew may 
bo released, without delay, from custody. 

I bog you to return the affidavit and discharge paper to me. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient* 
humble servant* 

J. HUME BURNLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ige^ ige.^ fge. 
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Mr. ArtkiUU U Mr. Bmrnltf. 

British Consulate, 

New York, October 17, 1864. 
Sib : I had tke konor to receive, on the 15th instant, jour despatch of the 
10th instant, transmitting a copy of a letter received by you from the master, 
officers and crew of the Night Uawk, at present confined in the Ludlow^ street 
jail, stating that they arc British subjects, and had been captured when endea- 
voring to run the blockade ; enclosing to me, under flying sea], the answers 
which you had returned to them, and iustructiog mc to report upon their case. 
In compliance with your instructions, I this morning sent Mr. Vice-Consul 
Edwards to the prison, where he saw and examined on oath the whole of these 
men, whose names, ages and birth-place will be found in the enclosed Ibt. 
They not only all positively swear that they are native-born British subjects, 
never naturalized m the United States, but from their accent, and from other 
curcumstances, Mr. Edwards sees no reason to doubt their statement in this 
respect is true. 

The Xight Hawk was a British steam vessel, recently built and registered at 
Liverpool, official number 50296. She sailed from Bermuda, on the 2Gth 
ultimo, with a cargo of provisions, lead, pig iron, and general merchandise. 
The master and officers state that on the 29th September she ran on shore near 
the harbor of Wilmington, and was boarded by a boat from the United States 
ship Niphon. There were in the boat sixteen men, under the command of 
Ensign Seaman. Before boarding the Night Uawk, and while she was fast on 
the 1^, three or four vollevs of small-arms wci-e fired at the Night Uawk from 
the boardinff boat, wounding the surgeon, T. E. Taylor, a seaman named 
Patrick Uardigan, and a fireman named Jolin McKay. After boarding the 
ship, and finding it impossible to get her off. Ensign Seaman went into the 
cabin and fired the ship, by setting fire to the beds and then pouring spirits 
upon them ; one of the prize officers at the same time set fire to the ship for- 
ward. The prize crew' then left, taking off in their boat, and in the only ship's 
boat available, the master and crew, with the exception of fourteen men, includ- 
ing the second and fourth officers, second and third engineers, and all the 
wounded men. The boarding and seizure took place at night. 

On boarding the Night Uawk, Ensign Seaman asked what ship it wast 
The master (Smiley) replied, "the Night Hawk, from Bermuda." Ensign Sea- 
man, without further inquiry, or asking for the ship's papers, went immediately 
into the cabin, and within three roinntes from the time he came on board the ship 
was fired. The Night Uawk had but two boats, one of which was employed, 
as above stated, in iakins off part of the crew, the other was lying under the 
stem of the ship, swamped, and requiring much exertion to get her in a condi- 
tion to be useful. As the boats, which were heavily laden, left the ship, 
Captain Smiley asked the ensign to send back a boat to take off the rest of the 
crew and the wounded men. The ensign replied, that " if they had not sense 
enough to bail out the boat (meaning the swamped boat) they might go to hell 
and be damned." At this time the stem of the vessel was in flames, and none 
of the men on board could have got at the boat After the vessel was fired, 
the engineer represented to Ensign Seaman that the vessel might be got off if 
the fire was extinguished, and asked permission to extinguish it, but he refused 
to give him permission. 

After the vessel was fired. Captain Smiley told the ensign there was a quan- 
tity of gunpowder in the cabin. About five minutes after the boats left the 
^ ship Uiis powder exploded, blowing up the after part of the ship. The people 

\ on Doard knew of the powder being in tlio cabin, (it was about forty-three 

pounds in all,) and the captain thinks that, from thu drcumstancCy the men 
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wbo w«re kft ott board kqH in siicli a part of tlie ship as to escape danger horn 
tbe explosion. Ko fortber vUiUtioos of the Xiclit liawk, so far as the capUni 
kooirs, was made froo the Xipboo, or any ot the Tessels of the blockading 
squadron. 

Frna tbe Nipbon, CapUin Smilej was taken on board tbe United Stltes 
•bip Santiago, whose coroinaod«fr appeared to be the senior officer. Captain 
8ini]cj rrported to him tbe conduct uf Ensi^ Seaoun and the bomine of the 
»bip. Thn commander of the Siutiago replied, that he tbonght that Uie bnm- 
inx of the Night Uawk was nnju^tifiabie; that Enstra Seaman was not a 
proper pcrMn to hare been sent on board the prize* and that his misoondnct 
ffb«>uld be reported to tbe admiraL 

In reference to the firing at and woondinr of the crew, as aboTe mentioned^ 
CapLiin Smilcj and his officers assert that this proceeding was enttrdj nnpro- 
vokfd. and without aor justification whatCTer. The booming party could not 
but have known that the ship was aground, and not the least resistance or show 
of re:(ii*unce was made by any one on board of her. 

In confirmation of the nationality of the ship, I enclose a discharge (accord- 
ing to the renuirement4 of the mercantile marine act) of one of the seamen at 
Bennnda. 1 be only fiag used on board was the proper flag—the British flag. 
On Irariiig Bermuda the :igent sent on board a small parcel, which he said was 
a ronfi^demte flag, mhich the master was told must be displayed in passing up 
the* rivor at Wilmington, otherwise he might be delayed a long time outside. 
This fl.ig was never used, as the Tessel ran in at night ; it was in the cabin, 
end burnt with tbe ship when she was fired. This circumstance was first made 
known to the marshal hero by Captain Smiley. 
I have, dce^ dec, 

E. M. ARCHIBALD. 

J. Hume Burnlby, E^^ 4^ 4^., Ifc 



Cnm ^sttmmtr Xigkt ffaiefc, pfLittrfoci, (^JUicl mmwAtr 50S96»J ta cmnijfjtSL 

W. F. Smiley, master, native of Ireland, aeed 30; James Brown, first officer, 
native of Scotland ; Wm ^Iclntyre. first engineer, native of Scotland, aged 40; 
Alexander Reed, third engineer, native of Scotland, aged 23; John Davis, na- 
tive of Wales, aged 29 ; David Dowden, native of England, aged 26 ; 3Iatthew 
Callaghan, native of Ireland, a^cd 26; John Taylor, native of Ireland, aged 
25 ; James Foote, native of Ireland, aged 47 ; Daniel Conaell, native of Eos* 
land, aged 39; Henry McClarey, native of Ireland, aged 23; )i!dward Smith* 
native of Ireland, aged 2S ; William Brown, native of Ireland, aged 46; Michael 
Donahue, native of Ireland, aged 39; Thomas Bark, native of Scotland, aged 
3S ; John McDonald, native of Scotland, aged 35 ; Michael Pender, native of 
Ireland, aged 33 ; Henry Goodyear, native of England, aged 46 ; Peter Murrnu 
native of Ireland, aged 26; Benjamin Holden, native of Eng^nd, aged 29; 
William Brown, native of England, aged 20 ; Joseph McEng, native of Eng* 
land, aged 25; William Manly, native of BermudJai, aged 17. 



DefQ$UUn rf Cmptmiu SmiU§, 

[l. 8.J United Statbs of America* 

SiaUo/New Yorksi: 

By this public instrument be it known to all whom it doth or may conceni, 
that I, Charles Edwards, a public notary in and for the State of New Toik^by 
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letters patent under tbe great seat of the said State, dulj commissioned and 
sworn, in and bj the said letters patent tnTcsted with Ml power and authori^ 
to attest deeds, wills, codicils, &c^ &e^ and other instmments in writing, and to 
administer any oath or oaths to any person or persons, do hereby certify that 
on the day of the date hereof before me porsonaUy came and appeared Francis 
Smiley, now confined in Lndlow street jail. New York, and late captain of the 
steamer Night Hawk, which was destroyed at Wilmington, and he, beins by me 
duly sworn, did depose and say : that he is a British subject by birth, bom at 
Newtowards, county of Down, Ireland, and has never been naturalized in the 
United States of America, and has done nothing to forfeit his British allegiance, 
nor has he ever voted at elections or exercised any of the peculiar privileges of 
a citizen of the United States, nor declared an intention to become a citizen of 
the same ; that he is a British master mariner, his certificate being 19G29 ; that 
the said steamer Night Hawk was entirely owned oy British subjects of Liver- 
pool, England, when destroyed, and no one in the southern confederacy had 
any ownership or share in her, so far as this deponent knows, has been informed, 
and believes ; that he and his officers, snd the principal portion of his crew (23 
in number) were taken in open boats near Wilmington on the 29th day of 
September last, and were first put on board the United States vessel Tephan, 
or Niplion, from thence placed on to the United States vessel or ship Ncwbem, 
and carried to Beanfort, and from thence brought in the Newbem to New York, 
arriving on Thursday, the Gth day of October instant, and then taken to Ludlow 
street jail aforesaid, where he remains imprisoned ; that he has undergone some 
examination by a United States marshal under oath, bat further he has not been 
required to give any evid *nce or testimony. Also, he saith that he is a married 
man, having a wife and four children and mother, all residing at Liverpool, Eng- 
land, and entirely dependent upon him for their maintenance and support ; that 
on his examination before the L nitcd States marshal he deposed there was a con- 
federate flag on board, and he now gays the facts in connexion with this were these : 
A person came on board at Bermuda who appeared to act as the 8hip*s agent, and 
brought in a parcel that he said was a coniederate dn^ ; that this deponent pro- 
tested against carrying it, but such agent said it was a private signal, and insisted 
on dcponent*s taking it, and left it on the vessel just as she was about to leave. 
And this deponent further made oath that this was the first time he ever was 
on board a blockade vessel of any kind, ho having for years been running in 
regular vessels between Liverpool and New York ; also, that the said vessel 
Night Hawk was a British ship, under British register, and wholly owned in 
Liverpool, England. 

Whereof an attestation being required, I have granted this under my notarial 
firm and seal. Dohe in the city of New York, in the said State of New York, 
the 12th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1864. 

In prctmiMtorum Jidewi* 

nL^n«A .f.m« 1 CHARLES EDWARDS, 

[Revenue stamp.] ^ 3^ p .^ ^^^ ^^ ^^j^ 

Ubiah Francis Smilby. 



Depa$Uicn «f Mr. PUtt. 

[h, 8.] United States op America, 

State of New Yarht M9 : 

By this public instrument be it kno^-n to all whom the same doth or may 
concern, that I, Charles Edwards, a public notary in and for the State of New 
York» by letters patent under the great seal of the said State, duly commissioned 
snd 8wom» and in and by the said letters patent invented with full power and 



* f 



DIFLOMATIC CORaESPOHDSICB. 749 

f H «ttcfl dr«d«, wilk, codiciU, ag re em guti, and other ing tnim ento im 
.^ and to odmbUter oath or ootht, £e^ ict^ &e^ do bereby certifyihMi 
•• tile day of tlM data hereof before me perionany came and appeared William 
H PLm, of StateQ IsUod, formerlr m:i9tT muioer, now retiieo, bein;^ sworn, 
makHh oath that he well luiowa Uriah Francia SmOi'Tt now confiocd to Lod- 
hfw fftrcfH jaiU New York ; knew him at Newtowardtv ia eoontj' ci Down, 
IreUnd. where he had a famQj ; known him erer einee he was about fifteen 
yean of a^ ; that eaid Smilej wai a British 8nbject hj birth, and deponent be- 
bere* he itill ia ; never knew anything to the contrary. Ako» deponent says 
that Mid Smiley has alwars been a scmuring man. 

Whereof an atte^^tation being required, I have granted this nnder n^ notarial 
irm and m«L Done at the city of New York, in the said Stale of New Tockt 
the 16ih day of October, in the year of onr Lord 1864. 

Xa If tf M II j o mrn Jidtwim 

CHARLES EDWARDS, JStw York. 

W.H.FUITT 



Dt fmd mm m/ Mr. B a rr mmL 

L. S.J Uxmo States or Axkbica, 

Sr«lf mf New Yorkt s$: 

By this pnUic instrament be it known to all to whom the same doth or mny 
concern, that I, Charics Edwards, a pnblic notary in and for the State of New 
York, by letters patent nnder the great seal of the State, dnly commissioned 
and sirorn, in and by the said letters patent invested with fiill power and author- 
ity to attest deeds, &c^ &c , &c.. to administer oaths, &c^ d:c^ &c^ do hereby 
certify that on the day of the date hereof before me personally came and ap- 
peared Thomas Harrison, Xo. 712 Sonth Jonipcr street, Philadclphui, Pennsyl- 
Tania, and he being by me duly ewom, doth depose and say, that he is the 
broiher-in-law of Uriah F. Smuey, now confined in Lndlow street jail. New 
York city, and who was, as deponent understands, captain of the steamer Xighs 
Hawk ; that deponent married hia sifter ; that deponent came from the same 
comity in Ireland that the said Uriah F. Smiley did, and they were both bom 
there, within fifteen miles of one another; that they hare been very intimate 
for rear?; that from all he knows, has been informed, and bdieves, the said Uriah 
F. Soiilf-y was not only a British sobject by birth, bnt is still a British subject, 
and has never thrown off his allegiance to the Queen of Oreat Britun, nor ever 
become a citizen of the United States, or declared his intention to do so ; also, 
that the said Smiley has a wife and family in Liverpool, £ng|land. 

Whereof an attestation being required, I have granted this under my notarial 
firm and seal Done at the city of New York, in the said State of New Toik« 
the 12ih day of October, in the year of our Lord 1864. 

prmms9orum CHARLES EDWARDS. New York. 

TnoxAS Habsisox. 



CertifkaOt tf imtu^gt, far s«mmm iisekmrgei hef9rt a datjf mppoiaUd o^ur im a MiJuk ^ 

Mcstiom mkrwmd. 

Name and official number of ship, M296 

Port of registry, LiverpooL 

Tonnage, aOO. 

Description of voyage or employment. liverpool to Bennnda« 



" --- - 
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Name of f eaman, John H'Donald. 

Place of birth, Glasgow. 

Date of birth, 1829. 

Number of fnnd ticket, if any. 

Capacity, fireman. 

Date of entry, Augast 27, 1864. 

Date of discharge, September 23, 1864. 

Place of discharge, Bermuda. 

I certify that the above particniars are correct, and that the above-named 
seaman was discharged accordingly. Dated this 23d day of September, 1864. 

U. F. SMILEY, Master. 
— > Seaman. 

Dated at Bermuda, and given to the above-named seaman in my presence 
this 23d day of September, 1864. 

0. H. SMITH, 
Shipjfing Officer. 



Mr. Bu^mley to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, October 20, 1864. 

Sir : With reference to my note of the I5th instant, relative to Thomas and 
Charles Jones, captured on board the Lilian, I have the honor to inform von 
that I have received a letter from these men, dated October 17, in which they 
state that they were removed to the military prison at Point Lookout, on the 
14 th instant. 

I should be glad to be informed, with as little delay as possible, of the reason 
of the prolonged imprisonment of these men. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obe- 
dient, humble servant. 



Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaro, Sfc^ ^c., 8fc 



J. HUME BURNLEY. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 

Departmrxt op State, 

Washington, October, 21, 1864. 

Sir : I have received communications from the United States consul at Men- 
treal, which inform me that his excellency Governor Monck and other Cana- 
dian authorities are proceeding, with zeal and vigor, to arrest the parties who 
were engaced in the depredations committed at St Albans, in Vermont It is 
not to bo doubted that tlie object of these depredations is the same with that of 
the piratical operations M'hich recently occurred on Lake Erie, namely, to em- 
broil the governments of the United States and Great Britain in a border war. 
Under these circumstances, I think it proper to let you know that the President 
regards with sincere satisfaction the conduct and proceedings 6f the Canadian 
authorities before referred to. 

Tims far I have received no official or other certain account of the proceed- 
ings of the United States civil or military agents; but I am glad to learn by 
manifold reports that the officers and agents of the two governments are act- 
ing together in good faith, and with dae respect on each side for the lawful rights 
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■•a Mtlioritj of &• odier. TUt Is fai. eotire eonfiDCBitj with die widiet of &• 
United Suua. 

I have the honor to he^ with high eoondentios, fb» ronr obedient BermnU 

WILLIAM H. 8BWAED. 

J. HoM B BcK!f tBT, Eeq^ \e^ \e^ ^c 



Mr. Seumrd (m Mr. Bundef. 



DBPAKTMBTr OP StATB. 

WatkiwgUm, October 22, 1864. 

Sib ; I hare the honor to ftchnowled«;e the receipt of jour note of the SOdi 
instjint, informing me that TboowiB and Charles Jones, captnred on board the 
Lilian* and who were the subjects of joar note of the 15tli instant, had beea 
tmnitfonred from Camp Hamilton to tlie mtHtarj prison at P<Mnt Lookoat. In 
rrpljr, I hare the honor to inform jou that I have advised the proper depart 
monu of this change. 

1 have the honor to be, with high consideradon, sir, jonr obedient serrani, 

WILLIAM £L SEWABD. 

J HuMB BcBMLBT, E^q^ Ifc^ 9gc^ 9fc 



Mr. BmrmUif to Mr. Seward. 

WASHi.xaTo?i» October 23, 1804. 

Sib : I have the honor to achnowledge receipt of jonr note of the 2l8tL 
instant, relative to the olTair at St. Albans, and bc^ to state that I have canaed 
a copy of this note to be sent to his excdlenej the governor general of 
Canada. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr most obe- 
dient, hnmble servant, 

X HUME BUEXLET. 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, 4^., ^pc, ^c 



Mr. Bumhy to Mr. SewarJL 

SuxDAT, October 23, 1864. 

My Dbab Sib : I send yon, on the other side, the answer received this 
morning from the governor eeneral of Canada. 
Iklicvo me, very tnJ v yonrs, 

J. HUME BDENLET. 



Tdefnim from Oottrnor Otneral of CmnMim t# Mr. Bmrmlq/. 

QuRDBC, October 22, 1864. 

Tour telegram of yesterday received. By last acconnts eleven of the St. 
Albans men were in custody. Directions have been given to detain them ant3 
the d(^roand for their extradition CAxn bo fully investigated. 

Please to inform Secretary of Stato of United Statea. 



^ 



% 1 
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Mr, Setoard to Mr. Bundof. 

Department op State, 

WathingtOHt October 25, 1S64. 

Sir : I liare tbe honor to acknowledge tke receipt of your comninnication of 
the 20th instant, relative to the alleged capture of the Night Hawk, and the 
detention of her crew as prisoners; and, in reply, to inform you that I have 
transmitted a copy thereof to the Secretary of the Navy, who has been re- 
quested to investigate the case, >nth a view to the adoption of such proceedings 
as the result may call for. 

Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my high consideration, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

J. Hume Burnley, Esq., t^c^ Sgc,^ Sgc. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. Burnley. 



Department op State, 

Washington^ October 25, 1864. 

Sir : Your note of the 6th instant, on the subject of certain vessels belonging 
to British subjects, captured as prizes, and whose condemnation as such has been 
sought in the court of the United States for the eastern district of Lonijsiana, has 
been referred to the consideration of the Attorney General. Tbat functionary, in 
a communication to this department, observes that the objections taken by her 
Majesty's government to the proceedings in those cases, seem to rest entirely 
upon supposed errors in law committed by the coui*t adverted to. Mr. Bates 
adds, however, that the pounds of complaint are questions of law, subject to 
judicial determination omy; that the constitution of this government, and its 
division into co-ordinate departments, is well known to her Majesty's government, 
and that it ought not to excite surprise that when one depailment of the gov* 
emment has lawfully assumed jurisdiction of a particular case, any other co- 
ordinate department should decline to interfere with or presume to control its 
legitimate proceedings. That the judgmeots of the court lor the eastern district 
of Louisiana arc subject to revision by the Supreme Court, as those of the ad- 
miralty in England are to review by tbe Uouse of Lords ; and tbat be knows oi 
no power in the executive government to revise and reverse the judgments of 
the courts of law, or to criticise and condemn their supposed legal errors. 
I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD, 

J. Hume Burnley, Esq., SfCf Sc, dx. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. BurnUy. 



Department op Statu, 

Washington, OcUbcr 25, 1864. 
Sir : Information has been received at this department tliat G. M. Wallace, 
Charles Swogan, Bennett Toung. Squire Lewis, Dudley Moore, George Wil- 
liams, a//a« George Scott, Samuel Gregg, Marcus A. Spieise. S. B. Collins, II.P* 
Bruce, S. C. Lackey, S. Dory, and J. BlcQrosly, charged with the crimes of mur- 
der, assault with intent to commit murder, and robbery, withm the jurisdiction 



DIPLOHATIO COBRESFQXDEHCB. 753 

of the Uniu^ States, at St Albans, hi tbe Sute of Yennoat, and dow fughxrtm 
from the justice of the United Sutes. in Canada, where thej hmre beat 
srrMit* d and coamittcd bj her Mj^ty's aathonties, with a riew to their ex- 
amination in compliance with the proTunoos of the 10th aitide of the trea^ of 
Wa>bingtoiL I bare the honor to reqnest, throogh joo, sir, that her Uajestj's 
government witl be nleascd to istne the necessarj warrant for their dellTerj to 
anj person whom the governor of the State of Vermont maj appoint to re- 
ceive the said fngitiTes, in order that thej may be brought back to the United 
Sutes for triaL 
I I have the honor to be, with the highest eonsideratkm, nr, joor obedieBt 
serrant* 

WILLIAlt H. SEWARD. 
J. HcMB BcBXLBT, Esq, 4e^ fr^ |ie. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. BmnJcm. ) 

j 
DEPArmEXT OF State, i 

IFoiA/jf^foa, October 26, 1864. ; 

Sib : Referring to jronr note of the 17th nitimo, relative to the claim of IGss 
Morraj to certain cotton alleged to have been seized by the United States goT- 
cmmenl in Mieai^yippi, I have the honor, in reply, to enclose a copy of a letter 
of the 19th instant, uom the War Department, regarding this case. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, mr, yoar obedient serrantv \ 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
J. HuMB Bdbnlbt, Esq^ ^ift^^ix. 



Mr. Dtma to Mr. Samrd. 

Wab DePABTiiB?rr, 

WatthingUm Ctij^, October 19, 1864. 
Sib : I hare the honor, br direction of the Secretary of War, to inform yov 
that yoor commnnication of the 13th instant, cndosiDg a note from J. Home Bnm- 
ley, esq., upon the eobjcct of Miss Morray's claim on account of a quantity of 
cotton alleged to hare belonged to her, and to have been seized by nulitarjr 
aathonties in Mississippi, has been referred to Major Greneral Canby» eom* 
manding the military division of west Mississippi, from whom no report haa 
yet boon received in relation to the previous papers in the case, transmitted 
to him on the 19th of last April, though the intervening time has, without 
doubt, been essential to the proper investigation of the case. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant* 

(J. A. DANA* 
AuistanZ Secretary ef War. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabo, 

Secretary^ State. 



Mr. Bunleif to Mr. SewarJL 

Washinotox, October 87, 1864. 
SiB: I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a despatch which tha 
governor general of Canada has wntten in answer to a communication from lb.. 

48 ♦ 
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Burnley, enclosiDg a copj of the note dated 13lh iustant^ in which jon asked 
for the extradition of certain persons passing under the names of Dell, Uoalt» 
Bristow, Robert Drake, Burlej, and Thomas. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr most obedient, 
bumUe servant* . 

LYONS- 

Hon. William H. Sbward, ^., ^pc^ ^c 



Vi$e0unt Monck U Mr. Bmrmli$. 

QcEBBC, October 22, 1864. 
Sir: I hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 
16th instant, covering a note from the Secretary of State of the United States, 
in which he demands the extradition of certain persons passing under the names, 
respectively, of Bell, Ilolt, Bristow, Uobert Drake, Burlcy, and Thomas. 

1 have the honor to state, for the information of the Sccretaiy of State of the 
United States, that as soon as I shall have been advised that these p'frsons, or 
any of them, have been arrested in Canada, and that the proofs required by the 
treaty shall have been made, the necessary warrants will be issued for their de- 
livery to the authorities of the United States. 
I have, &c 5uC.9 

MONCK. 

J. HU.MB BUHNLEY, Esq^ SfC,, ffC^ ^c 



Lord Lyoni to Mr, Seward. 

Washington, October 29, 1864. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit lo you, and to retommcnd to your serious 
attention, a copy of a despatch which I have received this morning from tLe 
governor general of Canada. 

The governor general states that his attention has been called to an extract 
from the New York Post, purporting to give the words of an order telegraphed 
to the oflScer commanding at Burlington, Vermont, by Major General Dix, on 
the occasion of the late outrage at St. Albans ; and his excellency requests me 
to bring the subject to your notice, wiih the view that the order may be dis- 
avowed or explained. 

I enclose a copv of the newspaper extract, and have the honor to be, with 
the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, 4^ ifc^ dgc 



lard JfoMsl to Jtfr. Bundqf, 

Government Housr, 

Quebec, October 26, 1864. 
Sir: My attention has been called to the accompanving extract from the 
New York Post, purporting to give the words of an order telegraphed to the 
officer commanding at Burlington, Vermont, by 3Iajor General Dix, on the oc* 
easion of the late outmge at St Albans. 



h 
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I %&▼«, of coQTse, DO mftosof knowia^ wbctlwr radi an order as that aHiidel 
to was cm usncd by Mnjor General Dix ; but as it has appeared Qncontradiclel 
in the publie papers, and confabs cxprera directionii, on the part of an offidal cf 
the United Btite*. for the entry of tbe troc^ of tbat power on the territory of her . 

Mnjc9ty, I think it my dntr to ask ron to brine tbe subject nnder the notice cf [ 

tbe Socrrtary of State of the United State^ with the riew that the oider maj I 

be di«avuired or explained. \, 

While no one would be fnclined to scan too narrowly the conduct pmsu ed 
by the citizens of St Albans, while snuu^g nnder the effect of tbe outrage to 
which they have been lately unfortunately subjected, it is obvious that an order 
puch OS that to which allusion is here maae, if bsued by a responsible officer of 
the United States, would be liable to a different construction, and might; u 
remonstrated against, be drawn into a precedent in the future. You maj a 
Mr. Seward that there exists amoug the British authorities in Canada the 
earnest dcj^iro to tise all tbe oowers which tbe laws confer upon them, hi co* [ 

operation with tbe officials of tne United States, f<^ the repression and pvmish- I- 

mrnt of outrages sncb as that which has just occurred at St. Albans. ; 

I tm^t that tbe proceedings lately adopted in this province will prore that ^ 

this declaration i ^ not an empty profession, and will show that the most cneigetie 
measures will at all times be iiscd to prevent any aggression on tbe territorr of 
tbe United States from Canadian soil, or any abuse of the right of asylnm 
allowed in her Majesty's dominions. ^ 

I am sure that Mr. Seward will, on the other hand, see that it is necessair* in 
order to the maintenance of these amicable relations, that no act should be done 
by any civil or military officer of tbe United States which might bear the eon- | 

htmction of being an infraction of tbe rights of her Majesty, or a violation of the 
i-oil of her dominions, and that be will believe that this remonstrance is made in 
no unfriendly spirit, and is prompted by a sincere desire to prevent any just 
cause of complaint between tbe countries. 
I have, &e., &e^ 

MOXCK. 

J. HcTMB BrRNLBY, Esq., tce^ 4^ 4^ 



[From tha New York Efsniof Post] 
THB RAID AT 8T. ALBAX8. 

The organization of bands of rebel marauders in Canada for the nurpose of 
coming within our lines, committing depredations on our property, and shooting 
down our citizens, is of so grave a character as to demand the prompt and de- 
cisive action of the government. If measures are not adopted to put an end to 
this abuse of the right of asylum, and the violation of the duties of neutralist 
our citizens on the frontier will take the matter into their own hands. We 
should deeply regret such unauthorized acts of rcprisaL Whatever is done 
should be done under the authority of tbe government. Either the Canadian 
authorities should be called on to send the rebels who are getting up predatory 
enterprises against us out of Canada, or we should have armed forces on the 
frontier, ready to take summary vengeance on these mirauders, and for that 
purpose to follow them, as wo have a ri'^ht to do, across the lines,^if the pursuit 
18 instant When General Dix was advised of tbe outrage at St. Albans, he 
sent the following despatch to tbe commanding officer, at Burlington, Vermont: 
*' Send-all the efficient force you have to St. Albans, and try to find the nu^ . 

rauders who came from Canada this morning. Put a discreet officer in com- /// 

mand ; and, in case they are not found on our ude of the line, pursue them hitn 
Canada, if necessary, and destroy them.** 

r 
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The order was carried OQt» so far as to pursue the roaranders into Canada* 
whoie eight of them were captured. If they bad been sbot down, as tbej shot 
down tbe peaceful citizens of St. Albans, it would bave been no more tban 
exact justice. A single example of stem retribution would go far to break up 
these piratical expeditions, feut the government should take the matter in 
bandy as a grave international que8tion» and not leave it to local commanders. 



Mr. Seward to Lard Lytme, 

Bepabtmbnt op State, 

Washington, October 29, 1864. 

My Lord : Information has been received at this department that Samuel 
Eugene Lackey, Squier Turner Travis, Charles Moore Swager, Geoi^ Scott, 
Bennett H. Young, Caleb McDowell Wallace, James Alexander Doty, Joseph 
McGrasty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, Dudley Moore, Thomas Bronsdon CoUins, 
Marcus Spurr, and Alnmanda Pope Bruce, charged with the crimes of murder, 
aFsault with intent to commit murder, and robbery, within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, are now held in jail at St. John, in Canada East, awaiting the 
requisition of this government for their extradition as fugitives from justice. 

1 have the honor, therefore, to request, through your lordship, that her Ma- 
jesty's government will be pleased to issue tlie necessary warrant for the ddiveiy 
of tbe persons of the above-mentioned fugitives to any person or persons duly 
authorized by the governor of the State of Vermont to receive them, and to 
brinff them back to the United States for trial. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, tjfc^ 4^ ^ 



Mr, Set^ard to Lord Lymu. 



Department op Statb, 

Wa^hlngtont November 1, 1864. 

BIv Lord: This department has received from the Secretary of the Navy 
the explanation in regard to the capture of the Night Hawk, and the detention 
of the crew of that vessel, which formed the subject of Mr. Bumley*s note of 
the 20th ultimo. 

It appears from 3Ir. We11es*s communication that, at half past eleven o'clock 
of the night cf the 30th of Septembex, a steamer was discovered standing 
in toward ^iTcw iulct^ to which the United States steamer Niphon gave chase, 
went to quarters, and fired upon, causing the unknown steamer to run ashore 
on Federal shoals. A boat was sent to board her, which went alongside after 
firing several rifle shots at a party escaping in one of the. boats from the 
steamer, which proved to be the Night Hawk. Shortly after the steamer was 
boarded the rebel fort Fisher and adjacent batteries opened fire upon both her 
and the Niphon. The boarding party found it impossible to get the Night 
Hawk off. As they were exposed to the shot and siicll from the fort and bat- 
teries referred to, they set the Ni^ht Hawk on fire and abandoned her, bringing 
with them to tlio Niphon such of the officers and crew as had not succeeded in 
making their escape. The oificers and crew made captives were taken to New 
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lAn. The cam of the Night Hmwk eoaststed. In pmrt, of taltpetro ani 
At the tuneof hcrciiplwoaBdde«tnietioB the wms withia tanse aad fio- 



Torlu tad were retaioed heouno dMj vcre not raraded as faffing wUiin the 

cUfta of neutral anljecta captored in nrntral VMsda engaged in Tk^ting the 

blockade. 

lAad. 

lection of the rebel batteries. 

Mr. Wcllea adds that the oSeial leporta which haire reached the Navr De- 
Mrtment make no reference to the wovnding of any one on board the Mi{^ 
llawk, and it U pmam^d that those aDogod to have beeo wounded were of the 
part J who trird to reach the shore. Tlmigh the right of persons nnder Boek 
circain«tances to e.'cape is not denied, al the same time ther do it at their own 
hazards. It further app^^ars that the KIght Hawk was laoen at liraniool br 
IIeni7 Liforce» well known there as an asent for the in«orgents. Tnis ania 
other circomstances are bt4ieved to leave little room for donbt that both thn 
Tcsjtel and her eargo were in point of fiKt bellieerent and not neutral piope i ly» 
liable to capture, or If attempting to escape, £erebr showing a oonsdoueneaa 
of guilt, to such a de:>tnict]on as might result from their attempt. 

^ fhare the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lo 
dient serrantt 

WILUAM H. SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lonn Lto.xs, fc, 4*^ ^ 



, my lord, your obe-> 



Ifr Sewtrif LcrdJLyotu. 



Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WtiMn§toM^ Korember 1, 1864. 

Vv Loan : Information has been reedred at this department that WHlinm 
IL llatchinson, a fagitiire firom the justiee of the United States, charged with 
the comm'ssion of the crimes of murder, assault with intent to commit murder, 
and robbery, within the jurisdiction of the United Stites, is now held in cnn> 
tody at Montreal, in Canada, awaiting the requisition of this gOTemment for 
his extradition. 

I hare the honor, therefore, to request, througih your lordship, that her Mn- 
jesty's eovemmcnt will be pleased to issue the necessary warrant for the dctiT- 
ery of uic person of the above-named William H. Hatchiu'^on to any person or 
persons who may bo dnly anthorizcd by the goremor of the State of Vermont 
to roceire him and bnne him back to the United Sutes for triaL 

I have the honor to be, with the higihest consideration, my lord, your obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 4^^ fc^ |ie. 



lAMrd Lyons tm Mr, SewarJL 

Washixgtox, Katemher 2, 1861. 

Sib : With reference to Mr. Bnmley*s note to yon, dated the 20th ultimo^ 
respecting the case of the Night- Hawk, and to your answer, dated the 25th nlti- 
mo, I have the honor to transmit to you, in original, the discharge paner of n 
seaman named Matthew Callalian, which has been sent to me in corroboration 
of the evidence that the Night Hawk is a British vessel 

I submit also to you a certificate <^ dmracter given under the regulation of 
tho Board of Trade to Uriah ¥. Smiley, the master of the Night Hawk, on hin 



J. 
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discliarge, in June last, from the ro jal maO packet Aostralasian. It is stated 
in this certificate that Slniley was born at Bilfast. 

Taking into consideration the evidence in this case which was submitted to 

^ou hj Mr. Burnley, with the note to which I have already referred, I feel it to 
e my duty to press for the immediate rcl ase of Sm ley and the other Britbh 
Bubjects form-rly b* longing to the Kight Hawk, who are held as prisoners in 
the Ludlow strtret jail at New York. 

I must also urge that a searching inyostigation may without delay be made 
with regard to the allegntioiis that -volleys from snLill-arms were discharged 
into the Kight Hawk, and that she was subs<'quently set on fire by the board- 
ing party sent from the United States ship Kiphon, under the command of En- 
sign Seiunan. 

I also earnestly request diat any information which can be procured as to the 
late of the fourteen men stated to have bevn loft on board the Night Hawk 
when she was fired and abandoned by the boarding party may be communi* 
cat<:d tome. 

Begging vou to be so good as to send the two original documents back to me, 
I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant* 

LYONa 

Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbward, 4Vf ^c^ ^c. 



Offtifiec^ 1/ ifiieftaiyf, fat $eame.% iUclmgtd btfvrt a My appwdid ofict m a British fwiiswrn 

abriKuL 

Name and official number of ship — ^Night Hawk, 50296. 

Port of registry, liverpooL 

Tonnage, 360. • ^ 

Description of voyage or emp!oym nt, foreign. 

Name of seaman, M itthew GolLihan* 

Place of birth, Queenstown. 

Date of birth, 1838. 

Number of fund ticket, if any. 

Cnpacity. 

Date of discharge, September 23, 1864. 

Place of discharge, Bermudas. 

I certify that the above particulars are correct, and that the above-named 
seaman was discharged accordingly. Dated this 23d day of Sept<*mber, 1864. 

U. F. SMILEY, Masur. 
, Seaman, 

Dated at Bermuda, and given to ihe above-named seaman, in my presence 
this 23d day of September, 1864. 

' 0. W. SMITH, 

Shipping Qficer. 

E 1.— Ccrf|/lc«tt if dUfiMter. 

[SEAL.) 
Character for ability in whatever capacity, g w 
222. Character for conduct, g > 

Sanctioned by the Board of Trade May, 1855, in pursuance of 17 and 18 
Vict* c. 104. 
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KoTB. — Anj person wbo fraodnlcntlj forget or alters a certHicmte of diaiw 
Acter. or makes ufe of one which does not belong to him* may mther be presented 
for a mUdcuMMnor, or maj be snmmnHlj poniuied bj a penaltj not exceeding 
SlOO, or imprUonment, with hard labor, not exceeding six "^"^tliT 

Printed hj aotboritj of the Board of Trade. 



£ 1.— Crrf j/k«l» ^ diulmrf far ttmmtm dMkmrgtd '\tf9f9 m akifpimg mm 

Kame of rhip, Aa8trala«{aa. 
Rcgistt'red tonnage, 1,618. 
Official number, 19498. 
Port of rrgi*try, Glasgow. 
DctMrription of Tojage and emplojmentt foreign. 
Name of ecaman, Uriah F. Snukj 
Capacity. 2d officer. 
Place of birth, Bel&st 
Date of birth, 1827. 
Date of cntrr, 2d Maj, 1864. 
Date of discharge, 26th June, 1864. 
Place of dischirge, Li ve ipooL 

I certifj that the above particulars are correct, and that the above 
was discharged accordingly. 
Dated this 26th day of Jnne» 1864. 

T.COOK. 

Master cf Sk^ 

D. CHAPMAN. 
SJ^tppinf Matter* 
For signature of seaman see baek. 

NoTB. — One of these certificates must be filled np and delivered to eveiy sea- 
man who is discharged, whenever the discharge takes place before a shippin|^ 
master. 

Printed by anthoritj of the Board of Trade. 



I^ard Lyons to Mr. Seward* 



I certify the above to be a trae eopj of so nnidi of tbe rqiort of 
made bj the said master on the terauaatioo of the said vojage, as 
said feaman, Uriiih F. Smilej. 

Dated at Liverpool this 26th day of Jane. 1864. . I 

T.COOK. ^ 

Master of ike Skiw. 
D. CHAPMAN. i 

Skipping Master, 
For signatars of seaman see badL 






lii' 

I'; 



WASHi.saTOK, Kotemher 2. 1864. 
Sib : With reference to 3roar note to Mr. Bomlcj of the 2l8t ultimo, and to 
his answer dated the 23d ulUmo, I have the honor to transmit to jou a cony of ^ 

a dcspatdi from Uie governor general of Cauada, expressing his acknowied|p»- ';i 



i 
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ments for the expression of ilie satisfaction of tbe President, wiih regard to tbe 

f»roceedin^ of the Canadian anthorities, in reference to the perpetrators of the 
ate depredations on St Albans, Vermont. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
hnmble senrantv 

LYONS. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. SbwAdd, ^t^, Sfc^ Sfc. 



Viseoumi Momek to Mr, BmruUjf, 

Government House, 

Quebec, October 28, 1864. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch and 
enclosure of October 23, respecting the course puri^ued by the Canadian 
authorities in reference to the perpetrat«>rs of the late depredations on St. Albans, 
Vermont In reply, 1 beg leave to express my satisfaction that the motives and 
conduct of the Canadian government have been rightly appreciated by the Presi- 
dent of the United Sutes. 

I will feel much obliged if you will communicate to l^Ir. Seward the substance 
of this letter. 

I have, &c^ 

MONCK. 
X Hums Burnley, Esq., ifc^ ige^ i^ 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom, 



Department op State, 

Washington, November 3, 1864. 

Mv Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's 
note of the 29th of October last, together with a copy of a communication which 
has been addressed to you by his excellency Lord ^u>nck, the governor general of 
Canada, in which he asks an explanation or a disavowal of what is set forth in an 
article in the New York Evening Post, on the subject of the crimes of robbe^ 
and murder recently committed at St Albans by persons who came from Canada 
to that place, and retired again to Canada for refuge from capture and punbh- 
meiit 

On the 24th day of October last I addressed a note to Mr. Adams concerning 
the transactions referred to, in which I fully explained the views and sentiments 
of this government in regard to the unhappy condition of affairs on the British 
American borders, its causes, probable consequences, and its needful remedy. 
Indignant complaints by newspapers, which are entirely independent of the 
government, as well as spirited, hasty, popular proceedings for self-defence and 
retaliation, are among the consequences wnich must be expected to occur, when 
unprovoked aggressions from Canada no longer allow our citizens to navigate the 
intervening waters with safety, or to rest at home with con6dence of security 
for their property and their lives. With a sincere conviction that Earl Monck is 
eovemed by the highest sense of honor and justice, I must, nevertheless, be al- 
lowed to say that I do not think the matter which he has submitted, when duly 
weighed, is sufficient to call for any enlargement or modification of the views J 
have already submitted through Mr. Adams to her Migesty's government 
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Wkae the g o vCT M Bf i> t li^ bcgn enyigrf ia coosidcring Earl Uoock't reqnesl, ovr 
re4u'u'itioiu for the offenders whose crimct coaunitted on Lake Erie, aad for 
the barglais and manlLrrrt who iiiTadcd Vennont, reauun QDUisweitd. We 
bear of a new U^tder assault at Castine, ia the State of UMie, and we are - 
warned that plots are ibrmed at Montreal to fire the principal citiet of the Union. 
It Is not the government nor is it the people of the United States thataie defia- t 

qnmt in the falfilmcnt of fraternal aatkmal obUgatiooa. \ 

I have honor to be, with the highest .consideratioOt mj lord* yonr obedki^i 

WILUAM H. SEWABO. . I 

Rigbt Hon. Loan Lvo.xs, fc^ fc^ ^e. \ 



Mr. Hmnttr !• Lord Lyatu. 



DBPAtTMBXT OP StATB» 

WasAimgioth Noeetmher 4, 1864. 
llr LoaD : Befcrring to Mr. Banilcj'a oommnnication of the 7th nltiiao, rel- 
ative to the refnral of the collector of the port of New York to grant a dearanee of 
certain merclianJipo tbipped bj Messrs. Darrell & Kash to Nassau, in die 
Bahatoa islands, I have the honor, In reply, to enclose for jonr lordship's mfiram- 
ation a copv of a letter of the 20th ultimo from the Sccretarj <ii the Treasnnr. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, mj^ lord, your obedieat 
servant* * 

W. HUNTER. 

Acting Stcrttmry^ 
Bight Hon. LoaD Lyons, tfc^ 4^ 4^ 



Iff. F999tm4m tiB Mr. Mamrim 

TaBASuay DEPAaTMBNT, 

October 29, 1864. 
8ia : I have the honor to state, that on the receipt of your letter of 13th instantp 
covering a copj^of the mite of J. Hnme Bamlej, e»q., oi the British legatMm, 
relative to the case of Darrell & Nash, this qnestion was again submitted to 
tbe collector at New York tot consideration and report, of which report I send 
jou enclosed a copj. 

In viei^ of the facts as stated, I approve bis action in the premises, and tha 
same conrse would have been pnrsnea against the citizens of tne United Statea. 
With great respect, 

W. P. PESSENDEN. 

Secrttary rf Drtantry. 
Hon. William H. Sewau), 

Secretary tf Suat. 



Mr. Dreftr Is Jfr. iWseadM. 

Custom IIousb, New TotK, 

CoUector'e OJioe, October 24, 1864. 
Sia : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Tonr eommnnicationa' 
of tbe 13th and 14th Instants, with, their enclosures. In rererence to the matter 
of Messrs. Darrell & Nash* British meichanU of this city. The prindpal 
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facta in ibis case were set fortb in the reports made bj mj late predecessor to 
tbe department on tbe 3d and 6tb of Angost Ust, and to wbicb you are respect- 
foUy referred. 

Tbe circumstances stated in the protest of tbe master of tbe vessel, and of the 
Dassenger, Albert Orlando Stone, of Charleston, S. G.. that tbe Trcndt pat into 
Nassau for repairs, 9cc^ are mow rditd on om an excuse Jbr not proceeding to the 
original port of destination; hut it appears that the vessel did not leak badly ^ 
and that the atrgo vas only dightly injured. Besides^ it does not appear tJiat any 
efforts were subsequently made to complete the royagCt and no excuse is offered 
for not doing so. 

These gentlemen admit that they shipped goods to Nassau via Turk's Island, 
as stated in the report of mj predecessor of August 3, above referred to, and 
tbcj allege that tbej did so to obviate the necessity of giving bonds, which 
they would have been required to give had they shipped their goods directly to 
Nassau. 

The enclosures contained in your letters are herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

S. DHAPEB, CeOector. 

Hon. William P. Fessexden, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 



Lord Lyons to Mr. Seward. 

"Wasiiixoton, November 4, 1864. 
Sir : With reference to your note of the 25th ultimo, applying for the extra- 
dition of C. U. Wallace and others, stated to bo fugitives in Canada from the 
justice of the United States, I have the honor to communicate to you a copy 
of a despatch from the eovcmor general of Canada, stating that as soon as lie 
shall have been advised that the proofs required by the treaty of extradition 
shall have been given, the necessary warrants will be issued for die delivery of 
these men to the United States authorities. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servantp 

LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, ifc, ^ ^ 



VmomH Mcmk lo Mr. BurmUjf. 

QuEBisc, October 31, 1864. 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of vour despatch of the 
25th instant, covering an application from the Secretary of State of the United 
States for the extradition of C. M. Wallace and other persons, fugitives from 
justice from the United States, and stated to be now in Canada. 

I have the honor to state, in reply, that as soon as I shall have been advised 
that the proofs required by the treaty of extradition have been made in the case 
of these men, the necessary warrants will be issued for their delivery to the 
authorities of the United Sutet. 

I have, &€.» fce^ fce^ 

UONOK. 

J. Hume BoR.*f ley, Esq., ^e^ ^ ^e. 



e A *j Iwai 
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Mr. Sewmrd !• L&rd Lgmm. • 

DcPAtTMBNT OW StATI; 

WoMkimgim, Kotfttmier $^ 1864. 
Ur LoBDx I bftTV tLe booor to icknowledge tlie recdpt of ytmr cammmai' 
eAtioQ of jcjttcrdaj rc^pcctia^ the proper cxtrmditkm of G. IL WaDaoe aal 
others. The inr>niulJoo which it contaioed will bo ivij commiiiiieated to Ao 
proper anthoritifft. 

Thank'n; joor lordship for tout prompt me^tm in the matter, I k«ve Ao 
honor to be, with the highest considenttioii, mj lord, jonr obedient merrma^ 

WIUJAM IL 6EWABD. 
Bight Hon. LoBO Ltoxs, fe^ fc^ ^ 



L&rd Lytmt U Mr. SewarJL 

WASH1X0T05, KatewAer % 1964. 

Bib X I hxrt the honor to brin^ nnder joar notice the endofed eopj of a 
Letter which I have rcceircd from a British subject. Captain Scanlan, tlie «ww 
of B cotton plantation on the Ui^sr&sippi river, 18 miles below the <S^ of 
liempbis, n*lAtive to the difficulties he has experienced in shipping the piMV^ 
of his crop to New York or Liverpool, owing to the peculiar wordinff ^ ^^ 
afHdavit he i^ enlled on to sign, requiring him to state that he is lojal to the 
Uoitod S'a*es. Captain Seanlan states that, with the exception of the^ words^ 
be Ci)uld roHJ^icntiouslj sign the affidavit, as he has always been friendly tn the 
Uoi ed S:ntes government, and has been uniformlj treated with kindnefls and 
courtesy by the officers of that govemtnent 

It will not e.^cipe your attention, on perusing Captain Scanlan*a letter, that 
the cotton raised on his plantation is the result of free negro labor instead of 
slave labor, and therefore, as a commcncem'^nt of the new order of thin^ so 
wiiHly organized by the President of the United States, shoidd, I ventwe to 
tbinkt be ratber encouraged by the United States government than hampered 
with any unnecessary formalities which would make any future attempt « the 
kind aborUve. 

Captain Scanlan hai^g entered into a regular contract with the proper oSeers 
of the United States for ue employment of the free negroes, is anxious to sc^sre 
his crop firom any roving banos of gntrillaa and scm it to a secore plnca «f 
shipment. 

Under these circumstances I would fain hope that the wording of the affidavit 
may be altered, leaving out ** loyal to the United States*' as being ineompatlhle 
with his nationality as a Briti:§h subject, and that ho may be allowed to ship hii 
cotton and continue his efforts in the interest of freedom, more particnlarfy as he 
appears to be a peaceable man and on eood terms with the antnoritiea. 

1 beg you to return mo the original documents enclosed. 

I have the honor to b^ with the highest consideration, sir* year 
obedient, humble servant, 

J. HUME BURNLBT, 
For LOBD LTON& 

Hon. William H. Sbwabd» ^c^ ie^ ^e. 
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Mr. Scmdm i» Lar4 Ifoiit. 

Memphis, OeUher 28, 1864. 
My Lord : I beg leave respectfunj to sabmit tbe following staiemcnt of facts* 
and invoke sncb action on yonr part as the merits of the application may, \jk 
yonr judgment, leqnire : 

I am a subject of her Britannic Majesty's government, and now, as I ever 
have been, true and loyal to the same. In 1857 I came to the United States, 
and was the same year married to my present wife, who then resided on a 
plantation on the banks of the Mississippi river, in Crittenden county, Arkansas, 
and 18 miles below this city, Memphis. 

Since my residence here I have taken no part, directly or indirectly, in 
the politics of the country, but confined myself strictly to the conduct and 
management of my private affairs. 

Since the inauguration of this impending contest I have scrupulouslv abstained 
from all interference therein, but have faithfully observed the proclamation of 
my sovereign, enjoining strict neutrality on the part of her subjects. My rights 
and relation as a foreign resident have been respected by the federal officers here, 
both civil and military, and they have not hesitated to grant whatever I might 
ask, when such was not deemed inconsistent with the policy and interests of 
their government 

During the past year I have grown on the plantation above referred to a 
cotton crop from which I hope to realize about 300 bales. This was produced 
by freedmen's labor, forty-one of which class, as will be seen by the accompanying 
copies of contents, I employed under contract with the United States superin- 
tendent of freedmen at this point, and the remainder of my force consisted of 26 
n^px>es, former slaves of my wife, emancipated, however, under the proclama- 
tion of his excellencv the President of the United States, and with which I 
made contracts as witn the others, nndqr the laws and regulations of the depart- 
ment, and which contract I have faithfully observed by paying them regularly 
the amount agreed upon. Th:s course I adopted at the kindly su^ge^tion and 
advice of Major Gkneral Hulburt, who commanded this district at the time. 
Having grown this crop and gathered it in part with a force engaged under a 
I solemn contract with the proper officer of the United States, I am now prohib- 

I ited from shipping it, under construction of the treasury officers here, to New 

I York or Liverpool, because I will not sign the affidavit on account of the words 

I «« loyal to the United States" being inserted therein. With the exception of 

1 these words I could conscientiously subscribe to the affidavit, as I am truly 

\ friendly to the United State;* government, her officers having always treated me 

I with kindness and consideration, as far as was consistent with their official duties. 

^ Having been not only permitted, but encouraged and furnished the means to 

i produce it by the United States authorities, it is submitted that international 

comity would dictate that I should not be so trammelled in the disposition thereof 
as to seriously impair its value, if not to hazard its entire destruction, as it is 
\ subject to be burnt at any time by roving bands of guerillas or marauders. 

Although the officers here have construed themselves as without authority to 

^ permit the sale or shipment of my cotton for the aforesaid reason, yet they have 

not hesitated to express the oniniou, that if the matter were referred to the 

proper heads of department at Washington, that permission to ship the cotton 

would be readily granted. 

Accompanying this is my apnlication to General William Orme, special super- 

' vising agt^nt, 2d agency, which he favorably submits to the Seoretary of the Treas- 

I my. I therefore, my lord, beg that you will give the above such consideration 

4 as you may deem proper; satisfied as I am that the government of the United 



1 



% 



DIPLOIUTIO CORSE8POKDEHCX. 765 

States win «ct la tlimt fpirU of liberaBtj and fkbness towards tbe rabjcci of a 
fncndljr nentnd power wkick has 00 ngnallj dbandterizcd ber pmat histofj. 

llopinjf;, Bj lord, that To« wiD forward me a ttfty hj tbe bearer, ICr. Hal- 
bart, wlio b a brotber-iiH«w» 
I bave, &e^ drc.> JbOi* 

W, E. SO ANIiAN- 
Bigbt lion. LoKD Lvo-ts. 4^ fe^ f«. 



nis contract, madotbia twelfth day of Uarch, 18G4, between W E. Sen- 
Un, cmplojer, and George Han, Henrr Cole, Andereon Maning, Patil HcMS- 
liir. GrcQ\n!le McMillar, Jem Rodgers, Teter White. Bdl Sykes, Arcb Gnnii^ 
Willmm Norral, Ephraim Deoninga* George Waehnigton« freed Iaborer«» wit- 
iic<5oth : that aaid W. £. BcanUn agrees to emploj said labiHrers oa bw pbui- 
titioQ, from the 12th daj of March, 1864, to tbe 12th day of Marcb, 1865, on 
the terms prescribed in tbe code ot rules and rcgdations for leasing abandoned . 
pronert J and hiring frecdmen ; and the said laborers ame to be diligent and fiutb* 
Inl hnnds while in his eraploj, it being nnderstood and agreed that this oontraet la 
rubjcct to the provisions of said code, by which all parties agrco to be goveroed, 

W. E- SCANJ^AN. 

In p r e fe nc e o^— 
O. D. Bian. 

George HalL Peter THiUe. 

Henry Cole. BUI Sykea. 

Anderson Manning. Arch Gomey. 

Pan! McMUlar. TTilliam NorvaL 

Grcnville McMUlar. Ephraim Denmnga. 

Jem Itodgoa. George Washington. 

I certify that the above is a tme copy of a contract on file at this oflSee. 

8. A. WALKER, 
Captain 63i Rrgimeni^ SttpU Fretdmejh Wut Temnessee. 

This contract, made this 8th day of March, 1864, between W.E. Scanlan, 
employer, and Susan Banks and child, Milly Tncker, Jane Hicks, Marnrei 
Ingram, Charley Grcar, Ann Kibbs and four children, Lanra Gibbs, Maria 
Gibbe, Rachel Gibbs, Amanda Taylor, Fred Norris, Calcdona Malone, Franeia 
Qninlan, Abby Vance, Lanra Hodge, Catharine Malone, Emma Holmes, Elijah 
Pott^, Nancy Johnson and child, freed bborers, witnesseth : that said W. £. 
Bcanlan agrees to employ said laborers on his plantation from the 8th day of 

^larch, 1864, to the day of > 186 , on the terms prescribed in the 

code of rules and reflations for leasing abandoned property and hiring freed* 
men ; and the said Uborers agree to be diligent and faithful hands while in bin 
employ, it being understood and agreed that this contract is subject to the pro* 
^l^ons of said code, by which all parties agree to be governed. 

W. ESOANLAN. 
Signed in presence of— 

John PHiLUpa, . 1 j/) 

Lieut. CoL and St^U tf Frttimtn^ We$i Ttrm. (( ({( 

Susan Banks and child. Fred Norris. 

Milly Tncker. Calcdona Malone. 

Jano Hicka. Frands Quinlan and chfld. 



\ _ 
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Mnrgaret IngraiiL Abbj Vance. 

Cbarley Grear. Sasan Hodee. 

Ann Kibbs and childreiL Catbarine Malone. 

Susan Gibbs. Emma Holmea. 

Maria Gibbs. Elijab Potts. 

Racbel Gibbs. Noncj Jobnson and cbild. 

Amanda Taylor. 

I certify tbat tbe above is a tme copy of a contract on file at tbis department 

S. A. WALKER, 
Captain and SupU for Frcedmem. 



CertificaU of uatumalitjf. 
HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S CONSCLATB, CHICAGO. 

T, J. Edward Wilkins, esq., ber Britannic Majesty's conenl, do hereby request 
and reqniro all wbom it may concern, to allow tbe bearer, W. E. Scnnlan, re- 
siding m Memphis, Tennessee, wbo I bave good reason to believe, after careful 
examination, is a subject of ber Britannic Majesty, wbo bas never foi-feitcd his 
claim to the protection of the Queen by becoming a subject or a citizen of any 
foreign state, to pass without let or hindrance, and to afford him every assist- 
ance and protection of which he may stand in need. 

In testimony whereof, I do hereunto set my hand and seal of office, at my 
office, in the city of St Louis, ^[:ssonri, on this fourteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ^ixty-three. 

J. EDWARD WILKINS, 
H, B. M. Consul at Chicago, 
(Residing, under instruction, at St Louis.) 
Issued by E.B. 

[Endorsement.] 

Personal description. — Age 31 years; height 5 feet 9 inches; color of eyes 
■ ; hair black; peculiarities — — . 

This certificate *coufefs no right to the bearer to pass beyond the lines of the 
United States forces. 

I bt'licve the bearer is a resident c»f the congressional district of the State of 
5 is a British subject, not liable to military duty in the United States. 

The bearer must bo careful to comply with all regulations relating to enrol- 
ment in the manner and within the time prescribed ; then if desirous to claim 
exemption from military service, tbe bearer must make application to the proper 
authorities for a certificate of exemption on the ground of being an aliem 

This certificate is to be retained by the bearer. 



Oath tf foreign diisentk^ 
notcd statcs of america, state of. tcxxesseb. 

Provost Marshal's Office, District op Mempiit's, 

June 2, 1863. 
I do solemnly swear that I am a snlijcct of the government of Great Britain, 
and owo allegiance to the same ; that I have never declared an intention of be- 
coming a citizen of any other government ; that I have never voted at any na- 
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UoimL Stet«. cttvatT, «r omMfMl elcetioo bdd inike United States of Aaeriea, 
nor Imt« I erer cuimed tlie rights and Drhrilfgea bdoDging only to citazeiia 
girtng tbrir aUegiaoM to the gOTcnuneot tnereoll 

I farthrr twcar thai I will not aid, directlj or indirectlj* the rebellioiis leagae ^ 

kiioim a« the Coofedente States of America. So help bm Grod. I 

W- E. SCANLAN. I 

Sworn and «abf.eribed before me thb 2d day of Jnne, 18^. t 

JAM^ SMITH, ProvoH MartkaL I 

Bj A. J. ENLAN. Auiita^i. \ 

R/^tdenc4?. Arkansas; age, 31 years; height, 5 feet 9 inches; hair, blaek; 
r jes, haaeL 

[P^l 

OPPICB PbOVOST MAaSBAL, 

Mempkis, Dceemhcr 13, 1862. "* \ 

Mr. Williani E. Scanlan, a snbjeet of Great Britiin, has Icare, by order of i 
Major General 8. IlnHbart, eommandiiig at Memphis, to pass and ship frooa 

McmpbU to bis residence in Crittenden conntj, Arkansas, without goods said ) 
sopplics, except when allowed bj the propcs anthorities. 

CHAS.M.WELLAND, I 

ProcoU MarskmL i 

Pass Dbp*t, PtoToar Mabsbal's Opficb« Dis't op Memphis, 

MempkU^ Tcanrttfe, June 2, 1863. j 

Mr. W. E. Scanlan, subject of Great Britain, has permission to pass the gnarda : 

aud pickets, by order of Major General Hnrlbort, trom Memphis to Crittenden ; 

county, Arkansas, until oth«wise ordered* i 

A. J. ENLAN, Pau Oficer. \ 

Issued by A. W. Mendenhall, derk. 

This pass is not transferable. 

Hbmpbia, Tbnxessbb, 

March 7, 1864. 
Captain Scaolnn, a British subject, is entitled, as a neutral, to the protection 
and consideration due to all who are not citizens of the United States. Per- 
sonally he is a gentleman, and has been, as far as I am informed, consistent. I 
recommend him and family to the protection of the military authorities. 

L. THOMAS, JL^jutant Gtneral. 



Lord Ly<ms to Mr. Seward. 



WASniXGTO.N, Korembcr 8, 1864. 
Sir : I am instructed by her M/yesty*s principal secretary of state for for- 
eign affairs to call your attention to the accompanying despatches, with their 
enclo.'^ures, addressed by the lieutenant governor of New Brunswick to her 
Majesty's secretary of state for the colonies, relative to some shot 6red from a 
butcry in course of construction on a small island near Ea^ttport, l>etween thn 
coast of Maino and Compobello, having fallen upon the British territory of 
Gampobello. 



i 



JL 



768 DIPLOMATIC CORBESPONDENCX. 

In bringing to yonr knowledge tlie circumstances set fortb in the enclosed 
papers I am iustmcted to nate tbat her Majesty's government suppose tbe firing 
to nave been nnintentionaL 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant. 

For LORD LYONS. 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 
Hon. William H. Seward, ifc^ffc^^c 



Hon. A. n,G9rdon to the Duke of AeiecMffi. 

Frederigton, New Brcnswick, 

October 26, 1863. 
My Lord Duke : During the course of the past week I paid a visit to the 
islapd of Campobello. 

2. Immediately on my arrival my attention was arrested by a new battery in 
the course of construction on a small island between the coast of Maine and 
Campobello, in the immediate vicinity of the latter. "When I previously visited 
CampobeUo, in the month of )Iay, this battery had not been commenced. It is 
now, however, rapidly approaching completion. 

3. I enclose a rough sketch of the plan of this battery. It is armed with 
five guns, three of which are 52-poundcr3, and tho remaining two 28-pounder8, 
said to be rifled ; a barrack for fifty men is also in courso of erection in rear of 
the battery. 

4. A precisely similar battcrv is in the course of erection near the town of 
Eastport, at a point called Toda's Head. 

5. Without attaching any undue importance to these erections, the construc- 
tion of which is probably mainly due to electioneering influences, I think it my 

I duty to report the fact of their existence to your grace; and' I may remark, with 

I respect to the battery on St. Croix or Ti-eat's island, that its position is one 

which renders it less a protection to Eastport than a menace to Campobello. 

Other sites might bave been chosen which would have commanded the entrance 
': to Eastport, but from that which has been adopted it will be almost impossible, 

in fime of peace, to fire even for practice, as any shot from three if not four of 
[ the guns must necessarily, however aimed, fall in the town of Welshpool, in 

Campobello, or in its in^mediate vicinity. 
\i The enclosed map will show the position of the two batteries. That on 

j Treat's island is onlv half a mile firom the shore of Campobello. 

I I have, kc^ 

H. ARTHUR H. GORDON. 

\ His Grace the Dukb op Newcastle, K G., Sfc^ Sfc^ Sfc 



LieuUnont Gottnurr Ikt Hon. A* H, Cordon^ to Mr. CariwdL 

Frederigton, New Brunswick, 

September 10, 1864. 

Sir: In my despatch to his grace the Duke of Newcastle, of October 
I 26, 1863, I reported the erection of certain batteries by the United States 

I authorities in the immediate neighborhood of the island of Campobello, 

in this province, and I remarked tbat ** the position of the battery on Treat's 
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Maad wM mm lAAA rcndcttd H lets a proCcctioQ to Eutport thaa a menaea to 
CuspobtlW. Other titet nigbt hart beea choMB wkick wodd IttTe em* 
B«nd«d tk« CBtrasce to Eattpoit. bat firon that whidi has beoi adopted it will 
be ahDo«t iapotsiblc, ia tine of peaee, to fire eren for practice, as aiij shot tnm 
three if noc foar of the cunt naft necesMrilj £edl ia the town oAVdshpool, in 
CampfbcUo, or its immcaiatc ridaitj.'* 

f. The corTf<pood<*ttee which I dow esdose will show that mj aatic^atioBa 
ia thU rr*pcct h^ve proved to be corccL 

3. Yva will no doabt obst-rvc that do irritsttoals displajedbj Captain Robin- 
son, ia his letter, and that the best possible spirit hiu been manifested on hotk 
sides. 

4* !• of connte, do n^t attach aaj great practicsl importsnce to tUs afinr* 
hot it is, perliaps, as well to call attention to the &ct of the existence of a batteiy. 
the guns of wh di cannot be fired withont throwing their rhot into her Majes^a 
dominions. The ** Head" referred to is cqnallj on the island of Campobdaw 
and a shot glanetng Croa it might easily do seHoas mischiell 
I have. &e^ , 

ARTHIIB H. GOBDOX. 

Bight Hon. EowAao CAaowBix, fv-t 4e^ 4e. 



O^ptoia i l il isj <n to Urn Am. J. iL < 

CAxroaELLO, New Bai72iswicK, 

jla^asf 18^ 1864. 

8ia : I herewirh have the honor to enclose for jonr excellencVs information 
copies of a correspondence between a rolonteer officer of the United States im 
diargc of the new batteries erected near Eastport and others in the State of 
Maine, and mjselfl 

It appears on Fridaj. the 12th instant a partj went to Treat's island battery 
and' fin-d three shots aeainst the ** Friar's Head.** For the first one the gnn waa 
d« presided, so as to make the shot strike the water, the .part j firing eridentlj 
knowing so little of sHillerj practice that thej were nnaware that hy dotn^ an 
it mnst ricochet once or twice in the line of fires and the pointed longitndiiial 
shot nsod is worse for doing so than the spherlcaL The other two shots h&ng 
directly pointed at the Ilead, stmek and aid no harm. 

Thej nave got their gons bcaotifallj mounted, and shdls, shot* and ammn* 
nition of all sorts, with a corporal and twelve men in charge at Treat's island* 
who are what are called nine-months men. and the same at the other batteij off 
Dog island. 

I do not seo how thej can fire a shot from either of these batt«-rie8 withomt 
^iog into British territory, which jonr excellencj saw when here last year; is 
18 now, I think, pnt a stop to, hot at the stuns time it is difficult to conrinoe 
men who have not b^^n bmnght np to militiry senric3 of the danger of firing shot 
into nentral ti^rritory, whether anj harm is done or not 

We hear to-daj that a confederate cruiser is destroying United Stites Yessda 
off Monnt Desert; there is a gunboat at Eastp^rt, now called the Pontnsne. 

There are also a lar;^ number of men who, having completed their term of 
tervitude in the army, have returned to Quebec and Eastport within these fow 
days» and are not the most orderly people ia the world. 
I have^ do c ^ 

T. BOBmSOH. 

Hit ExceDeiicj the H<». A. H. Qobwm. 

490 * 



■"■'"-- - "^ ■■? ^ ' ^ ' " ■■■-^.^^. 



770 DIPLOMATIC COBBESPOHDENCB. 

CmpUim JUhims0n to Cmpimim HuUkSmmm, 

Campobbllo, Nbw Brunswick, 

Awgusi 16, 1864 

SiB; I yesterday went over to Treat's island, for the purpose of seeing yon 
and calling yoar attention to the pracicing the gtins of the battery upon that 
island upon '* Friar's Head/' (so called) in Gampobello, and also to the fact of a 
shot having ricocheted over the ** Head " duriog that practice, on Thursday, the 
12th instant, passing over a house, and striking the ground near a bam occu* 
pied by a man named Taylor. 

I had waited until then, hoping to have heard from you some explanation of 
the circumstances, having not the slightest doubt that the latter circumstance 
was purely accidentaL 

But in your position of commandant of a fort you must, on consideration, be 
aware that pouring shot into a friendly and neighboriug territoiy, without per- 
mission, is entirely nsainst the laws of nations, and even owning the soiL I much 
question whether it would have been in my power to have granted permission* 
supposing it to have been asked, as the sovereignty of the soil lies in the nation, 
not in the individuaL It is far from my wi^h to create any ill feeling on this 
occasion, or in any unnecessary way to magnify the importance of the thing, 
being, as I thoroughly believe, x>nrely a piece of inadvertence; but it will be 
necessary for you to be so good as to tell me so in writing, and also that the 
same may not happen a^in, to enable me to answer any inquiries that may be 
put to me by the English authorities. 
I have, &C., 

J. ROBINSON, 
• T. P. and Captain R. N. 

Captun nuTCHiNSON, 

United States Navft i£c., <6c., Se. 



CufUim nutchimion to Captmlm RMnsom. 

August 16, 1864. 
Captain: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of thia 
date. In reply, I would say it was not my intention to practice the battery on 
the island until I had received permission from you ; but on that day, having 
some military company who, wi;:h:ng to see the effect of two or three shot 
against the ll«md, and not having the least idea that the shot would miss the 
Ilead, I took the liberty to 6rc three shots; and to guard against doing any 
injury, I was careful to have the gun depressed so as to have the shot fall short, 
rather than run the risk of carrying over the Head ; but, contrary to my ex- 
pectations, the first shot, as it afterwards proved, ricocheted after striking the 
water, and pas«ed over the Head, striking as you stited in your letter. At the 
time we all thought the b<ill lodginl against the ledge, and not until the next day did 
I know of the facts. I went over immodiately on learning the *circum:«tances 
of the case, and saw 3Ir. Parker, who showed me where the shot struck. I 
followed the course and found the shot in an adjoining pasture ; the other two 
shots I foond on the beach, under the Head. I was treated very kindly by 
Mr. Parker and others, whom T met whilo on the island, and to whom I apolo- 
gized, assuring them it would not be repeated, at the same time intending 
to call on you and do the same. Circumstances since the afGiir have been such 
I have bten unable to do so. Uoping the aflEur will create no iU feelings, I will 



i>inoiiATio ooJunKuii>EflCB» 771* 

mi &B 






TH08. P. UUTCUiNSOH, 

T. Bcmtnmnp 

T. F. mmd CajfUnm EL N^ Cmmp^ltttm, N. JL 



Mr. Sewmrd U L^rd Ljfmm. 



DBPARTMcrr or 8tatb» 

Waskhgtmh Korea^Ser lU 18M. 
llr LoiD : I liaTe dM Imoot to conmranicAte for your lordsbip's infonnatioa* 
and that of her Majesty's anthoritict in Canada, a copy of a despatch of the 8tk 
i&rUnt from D. Thnrston, e^qnire, the Tiee^onsnl general of the United St^ea 
at Montreal, and of the paper which accompanied it, in regard to the sale of the 
schoooer Georgian, or Goctrgtana, to parties suspected of being agents of the 
ln«iargent enemies oi the United States* which was the subject of my note te 
y oar lordship ol this OMiming. 

I hare the honor to be, with the highest coosideratiftt, my lord, your obedient 
serraat* 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

Right Ilott. LOID LTOIfS, 4^ ^Cn #6. 



Mr. Hanlaa fa Jfr. Sftssfd. 

No. 91.J UxiTBD States Consulatb GsitBiALy 

Montreal, NQtemher 8, 18M. 
Sir : I have the honor to enclose a tetter from the consular agent at Toronto^ 
in relation to the sale of the schooner Georgian to a supposed rebel agent hr 
parties residing at Toronto. This is a new vessel, built some year and a hau 
since on the Georgian bay by G. H. Wyatt and others, and has, I believe, made 
one trip across the Atlantic She is a splendid vess<!l, built with great care, a 
fast sailer, and would, if employed in the business mentioned in Mr. Kimball'a 
despatch, be capable of doing immense injury to the shipping on the lakes. 
Mr. Wyatt and his partners sold the steamer BowmanviUe some two years ago. 
She was ostensibly to bo employed in legitimate trade, but was undonbtecUT 
designed for blockado running. The corroboration of the purposes for whi« 
the Georgian has been purchased by four persons, unknown to each other, would 
seem to establish tho fact that she has been bought for the design of bein«^ con* 
verted into iwram by rebel a»ints in Canada, and that measures should oe at 
once taken to prevent the plan being executed. I have notified the Canadian 
government. 

With great respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

D. THURSTON^, 
UnUed StatcM Vtce-CaMiMl GenerA 
Hon. William H. Sbwabo» 

Secrtiary ^ SiaUf WaMngtm. 
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Mr. KimbcU to Mr. FtttUr. 

United States Consulate, 

Toronto, C. W., November 5, 1864. 
Sib : I have the honor to rcpoi-t the following information which I communi- 
cated to the provost marshal of Buffalo, N. Y., under date of November 3. It 
is given to mc bj four different panics, unknown to each other: 

First. Messrs. A. M. Smith & Go. aud George II. Wyatt informed me, in 
answer to mj onestiona, thit thej have sold the propeller Georgian, which thej 
owned, to one Bates, from Michigan, who intends to use her in the lumber trade. 
They delivered her at Port Colborne, 0. W., on the first or second of this 
month. They claim that she is particularly adapted to the lumber trade, as she 
carries heavy loads with light draught, and the present owners intend to strengthen 
her heamtfor towing. 1 consider they partially admitted that the pay came 
throneh the Ontario Bank, ($16,500,) where I know Colonel Thompson, the 
confederate agent, keeps his account. 

The second person says he knows this Bates; knew him in Louisville, Ky. 
He was at one time a captain of the steamer Magnolia on the Mississippi river. 
A third perion, whom I well know, but who has previously sympathized with 
the confederates, came to me of his own accord to reveal what ho claims as a 
great plot, in order to arrest it, because, he assumes, its success would have a 
tendency to make trouble between the United States and Canada. He gives 
as a synopsis the following, which he says he received from Captain 13ate8 
himself: 

The Georgian is purchased by the confederates. She is to be strengthened 
in the bow for a ram somewhere on Lake Uuron, after which she will take on 
men, cannon, smalUarms, and ammunition, and run into the Michigan off John- 
son's island to sink her ; then make a dash to release the prisoners, who will 
at once be furnished with arms if they meet with success; alter which the Geor- 
gian will go on a cruise of destruction, including Buffalo harbor and other places. 
3Iy infurmant claims to know the details of the whole plot, men and places, 
and would reveal the whole of it to the authorities in the United States, if I, 
as an officer of the United States government, would pay his expenses, and he 
would also expect the United Slates to remunerate him. I told him I could 
not see any difference between his revealing to me or to the authorities in Buffalo, 
and therefore could not comply with his requests, but if he would give me his 
information I would transmit it to the depaitment, and if it was of real service 
to them I had no doubt they would do him justice. He would not consent to 
this. 

A fourth person says he has been solicited to join an expedition by, the con- 
federates. They tell him they have a steamer, but would not say what one it 
was, plenty of arms and ammunition, and they were going to make an attempt 
to release the prisoners on Johnson's island. For the purpose of getting more 
> information he agreed to meet them at Samia this week ; would be here on 

^. Monday next, and would see me and give me any further information he might 

P obtain. 

I ^' Taking these circumstances altogether, I have no doubt something of the kind 

I* is intendedf and therefore immediately communicated the intelligence as I ro- 

\ cdved it to the authorities in Buffalo, with the request that they should notify 

^ other authorities as they deem proper. 

^ I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

I B. J. KIMBALL, 

\ * United Stutes Consular Ageni. 

Hon. John F. Pottke, 
I Consular General, B. N. A. P., Montreal, C. E. 

k i 
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Mr. Sewmrd l# Lord 



DbP A RTM BXT OW STATIW > 



IVajAi>^toi^ Kovemier 11« 1864. 
Mr LoBO : I baw tke Imbot to enclose a copj of a telegram of yeBtexday 
from M jjor Geocral John J, Pedu fn regard to toe moTctnents of the Geoi^giaoa. 
I will thaak joor lonbliip lo notifj hia excdlencj Vkcooat MoQck of ita pur- 
port. 

I bare the Looor to be» with the highest eonaideratioo. mjlord» your obedier 
aetraaU 

WILLIAM H. SEWAJU). 
Bight Hob. Lobd LTom» |«^ fc^ ^ 



Jfr. Fmk to JHr. 

Stbaccsb, Nbw TOBKt 

Koi^mher 10, 1864. 
To Sccietaiy Sbwabb. 

Joet from Boffalo. The Georgiana la near Port GoIborne» twenty mflea 
divtaot. She was latdy parchasA at Toronto, Canada West, for commerctal 

EnrpoM9, and seventeen thousand dollars in gold paid. The price is far beyond 
er valae, in the opinion of the best jndgca. This, in connexion with the fiket 
that the basiness season is at an end, stxunps the transaction with suspicion, and 
warranta the belief that she is intended for raiding <merations. 

JOHN X PECK, 

Major Gtmer^ 



Mr. Seward /# Lord 



DBPAmiBNT OP STATBv 

^ WuMmgUm, November 12, 1864. 

^ My Lobd : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr commnnicm* 
tion of the 2d instant, trans mitting farther eridence of the nationality of the 
prisoners in the case of the Kight Uawk ; and in reply, to inform yonr lordship 
that I have transmitted a copy thereof to the Secretary of the Nary recalling 
his attention to the case with a view to the adoption of snch proceedings aa the 
result may warrant, returning the ori^nal affidarit. 

I have the honor to be, with the hignest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
serrant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lobd Lyo?I8, ^c^ fc^ fe. 



lA>rd Lyomi to Mr* Seward. 

Washinotox, Kovemher 12, 1864. 
Sib : With reference to your note of the 29th ultimo, asking for the extradi* 
tion of Samuel Eugene Lackey and twdve other persons, fbgitirea from justioe. 



1 
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in Cana^ I baye tho lumor to enclose copy which I have receired in reply 
from his exccUency the governor general of Canada. 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, homble servant. 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. UUME BUENLEY. 
Hon. William H. Sewabo, ^i^^ 



FtKOimf Uou€k to Lord Ljfoui^ 

Quebec, November 4, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofyonr despatch of 
29th October, covering a note from the Secretly of State of the United States 
to yen, applying for the extradition of Samuel Eugene Lackey and twelve 
other persons, charged with the commission of murder and robbery in the United 
States. 

I have the honor, in reply, to state for yonr lordship's information that all per- 
sons mentioned in Mr. Steward's note are now in custody at Montreal, and that 
as soon as I shall have been advised that the proofs required by the treaty have 
been made in the case of all or any of them, the necessary writs will be issued 
for their delivenr to the authorities of the United States. 
I have, «Cn 

MONCK. 

Hon. LoBD Lyons, ^., ^^ ^ 



Lord Lyons to Mr. SeuntrJL 

Washington, November 12, 1864. 

SiB : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yesterday*! 

date, enclosing to me copies of communications from the United States viee- 

consul general at Montreal, relative to the sale of the Georgian, or Georgiana. 

I have this day transmitted copies of your note, and of its enclosures, to his 

excellency the governor general of Canada. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your mostobedlent, 
humble servant. 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. HUME BUENLEY. 
Hon. William H. Sbwabd, ^., 4r., ^ 



Lord Lyom to Mr. Seward. 

Washington, November 12, 1864. 
SiB : With reference to your note of the 1st instant, relative to the extradi- 
tion of William H. Hutchinson, I have the honcrr to transmit to yon herewith a 
copy of a despatch which I have received from the governor general of Canada. 
I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant» 

For LORD LYONS. 

J. HUME BUBNLEY. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwabd, &£.» ljfc.9 he 
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[ M mt k it Lmd L §§ m § , 

GovsixjiBirr Ho«sn» 

Quebec. K^vamher 7» 18S4. 
If Y I^RD ! I baTe Um liooor to AcknowM^ tbe receipt of toot despatch of 
tbe \n innunt, etxrloftin; a nota from ihe Secretarr of State of toe United Stateiw 
ia which he asked for the extiaditioii of oae WiUiaiB IL Hmchinaon. 

In repljr, I bare the honor to tUte that I hare reason to believe that this 

person u noif in costodj at Montreal, and that as soon as I shall have been ad* 

▼if od that the proofs required br the trea^ hsTo been made in his caae» ths 

nece«5ar7 warrant will i^oe for his delireiy to the officers of the United States. 

1 have, &e^ &e^ 4ce^ 

& T. MONCK. 
LoiD LvoxSt igc^^c^ 9fc. 



Lmd Ljfome la Mr. SewmrJL 

Bbitish LsGATioif, Kotemler 13, 1864. 
Ur Dkar Bia : Yisconnt Uonck infimns me bj tekj^ph as follows witk 
rcf pect to the Georgiana : 

** I have JQst had the foHowinc telemm from the revenue eoHector at Sanda, 
from which port the Greorgiaoa cleared for Port Colbome. Propeller Georgians 
arrived daring night; searched her; found nothing snspidons; will give her dear-* 
ance when r^j to start.'* 

Believe me» m j dear sir, jonra, fidthfaDr, 

For LORD LYONS, 



Hon. WiLUAM H. Sbwaeo, ^ Ijfc^tc 



J. HUME BUBNLET. 



Mr. Seward U Lard Lyoju. 

DSFAITMBNT OF StATB, 

Watkimgtan. November 14, 1864. 

My Loid ; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour note of the 
8th instant, in which yon are instructed bj her Majesty's principal secretaij of 
state for foreini affairs to call the attention of this government t^ its aeeomps- 
nving dcspatdies and their enclosures, addressed bj the lieutenant governor of 
ifew Brunswick to her Majesty's secretary of state for the colonies, idative to 
some shot fired from a battery in course of construction on an island near Eaii- 
port, Maine, which had fallen upon the British territory at CampobeDo. Is 
reply, I have the honor to inform your lordship that a eofj of the papers re- 
ferrdL to has been submitted to the Secretary m War, with a view to an inuns* 
diate investigation of the mattte. \ , 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, my lord, your obedient aer> \ 

▼ant^ 

WILLIAM H« SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. LoED Lyons, tfc^tfe^^c 



'"'^^ ^ 
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Mr. Seward J0 Lord Lyotu. 

Dbpabtmrxt of Statb, 

Waskingtim^ November 14, 1S64. 

Hy Lord : I have the honor to aeknoTrledge the receipt of your note of the 
12th iQBtant, transmitting a copy of a despatch addressed to yon by the gOTcmor 
^neral of Canada, relative to the extradition of William H. Hntchinson, one of 
uie St Allxins marauders recently captnred in MontreaL In reply, I have the 
honor to state that the information contained therein has been communicated to 
the proper anthoritiea. 

I nave the honor to be, my lord* with hi«^ consideradon, year obedient ser* 
▼mnt» 

TVILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, 9^ igc^ igc 



Lord LyoM to Mr, Seward. 

Washington, November 15, 1864. 

Hy Dear Sir : With reference to my j^ivate letter to yon of the Idth in- 
stant, respecting the release of the Georgiana, I think it useful for you to possess 
copies of the inquiries made about her by Xhs^ collector of customs at Port Col- 
borne, and of a telegraphic circular sent by the Canadian finance department 
to the various collectors of customs at the different ports on the lakes, with re> 
spect to ships of a suspicious character. 

Believe me to be, my dear sir, your veiy ^lithfol, humble servant. 

For LOKD LYONS. 



Hon. William H. Sbward, tfCnfy^ 4^ 



J. HUM£ BURNLEY. 



[TcSegiapbie drcdacj 
CoOMtor rf Cmsiamt «t : 

Give particular attention to vessels clearing from your port ; if any cireum- 
Btances mdicate intention to violate neutrality laws, rause clearance and detain 
vessel, immediately reporting to this department and to the attorney generaL 
Finance Department, 

Quelec, November S, 1864. 



Bg ttUgntfkfram €ca€et9r€i P^n CMmrn i^homaniUA. T. GmtL 

November 8, 1864. 

I Propeller Gecnrgiana entered inwards ficom Port Stanley on 29th of October,. 

1 discharged cargo and reported inwards for Buffalo on 1 st of November ; returned 

*here on 3d; captain came to the office and stated he had been to Buffalo for 

repairs; had a clearance for this port without cargo; was going to Samia, but 

wanted wood; inshed to know if U was necessary to have a clearance from here 

to Samia, having a clearance to a British port; did not grant another; weather 

stormy; remained until Saturday, when weadier moderated; left at six thirtiy 
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p. B^ M iaqdriBg of Wfm-iMster, he faAnMl h» iba took sixtj' or wtmaAw 
cords wood, oa staled, for beUest; be itated tbej infermcd him on bom 
•be vas ffoiog to Chicago; nolbiag eomeeted widi ber siispicioQS unlett taking 
ibe qaantitjr of wood and going to one poit, wbea reporting beve she waa 
f^oins to anotber, migbt be ao conatined; did not eone to tbe offiee nAer takinc 
wood on board ; Mr. Gordon, firoin wboa tbe wood was pnrdinsed» has atated 
•be oalj took tbirty eorda. 



L^ri Xjfont As Jtr. SewmrJL 



WAsmxoTOif, JToMnler 15, 1864. 
8ia : Witb refiRmiee to ronr note of tbe 3d nlttmo rdatiTe to tbe infomuition 
wbieb 70Q bad received that Captain Hewitt, of tbe lojal nsTj, was in coin 
nuiod of a Tcs^el ensa^cd in mnntng tbe blockade of die ports of tbe so-styled 
Confederate States, I nsTe tbe honor to enclose a eopy of a letter from tbe 
adtaindtr on this sabject, which has been forwarded to me br ber llajeslj's 
principal sccretarj of ptate for foreign aSaire, stating that their lordships are noi 
aware that Cnptain Hewitt, R. N^ is engaged in blockade ranning, and that they 
wotild not nanction hn being so employed. 

I have the honor to be, with tbe highest eonsideration, sir, yonr most obedient^ 
bomble servant 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. HUME BURNLBT. 
Hon. WiLUAX H. Sfiwano, 4^ 4^ ^ 



Mr, Jftwiat Is Ltrd L§mmm 

Admiralty, October 25, 1864. 

81B: IbaTolaidbeforemylordseommissioDersof the admiralty your letter of 
the 24 fh instant, with its endosore, relatire to a statement made or Ur. Seward* 
the United States Secretary of Sute, that he had been informed that Captain 
Hewitt, oi tbe royal navy, is in eommsnd of a Tessd engaged in nmning the 
blockade of tbe ports of the so-styled Confederate States. 

My lords desire me to state for the information of Earl Rnnell that if Cap* 
tab Hewitt is so employed, it is without tbe knowledge of tbe board of adnuraltyt 
and will not be sanctioned by them. 

I am, &C., W. G. ROMAINE. 



Lord Lyotu to Mr. Sewmr JL 

Wasblxotox, Kovember 16, 1864. 
Sir : Mr. Bomley had the honor of addressing yon on the 16th of Septenn 
ber on the subject of the nefarious practices resorted to by nnscmpnlons persona 
in sedncing youths from their homes, and inducing them to enlist in the united 
Slates army ; and you had the eoodness to state, m your answer ctf tbe 19th of 
tbe same month, that the United States goremment would use all diligence in 
preventing such practices, and when discorercd in severely punishing sudi 
<i^»i^««ctions, and that it believes they are practically arrested. 
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I am ncrerthcless indaced to make a few further remarks on this 8iibject» 
under the instmctiona which I have received from her l^Iajesty's government. 

The governor general of Canada is nsine hia beat endeavors to aid and assist 
as &r as possible towards the attainment of the object desired. The attention 
of the local police authorities of Canada have been especiallr directed to the 
necessity of increased vigilance with regard to the practices alluded to, and in 
some cases, when it was judged advisable, special detective officers have been 
stationed at suitable places to assist the ordinary police force. 

Her Majesty's government, however, consider that no efforts will be effectual 
. for the suppression of these practices as long as the government of the United 
States continues to pay agents for the procurement of recruits for their armies. 
If no pecuniary advantages could accrue to any person from bringing a recruit 
to enlist, there would be no inducements offered by the government of tno United 
States to persons to commit the crime of kidnapping, and if this source of the 
evil, whicn is constant in its operation, were removed, the occasional increase of 
crimes of this nature from the payments on the part of private individuals for 
substitutes at the time of a compulsory draft might be effectually met by ad^- 
tional vigOance at those periods on the part of the police. 

Her Majesty's government therefore suggest, witn a view to the better assist* 
ance of Viscount Monck in his endeavors to punish the guilty parties, whether 
the United States government would not take into consideration the advisability 
of abrogating the regulations under wliich payments are made, whether under 
the denomination of '* bringing money " or " bounty money." 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant* 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. HUME BURNLEY. 

Hon. Wiixuu H. Seward, ^ ^., 4«. - 



JUr; Scuxtrd to Lord LyonM. 



Department op State, 

Wathingtoth November 16, 1864. 
Uy Dear Lord Lyons: Your letters of the respective dates of the 12th 
and 13th instant, apprising mo of the prompt proceedings of his excellency 
Viscount ^lonck in regard to the Georgiana, were duly and thankfully receiveo. 
Believe me to be, my dear Lord Lyons, always and faithfully yours, 

WUJJAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, Ae^ Se^ Se. 



Mr. Seward to Lord LjfOMM. 

Depabtment of State, 

Wai/iington, Kocefnber 16, 1864. 
Uy Lord : I hove the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communica- 
tion of the 12th instant, enclosing a copy of a despatch fn>m his excellency the 
governor general of Canada, concerning the proposed extradition of Samuel 
Eugene Lackey and twelve other persons, cjiarged with the commission of the 
crimes of murder and robbery in the United States. Thanking your lordship 
for the information, I have the honor to inform you that I have communicated 
it to the proper authorities. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servantp 

WKUAM H. SEWARD. 
lUght Hon. Lord Lyons, 4«^ 4e^ !«, 
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Mr. S€wmri !• L§rd L^mm. 

Dbpaktmbiit ov Statb. 

WatkimgUm. Katfemher 16, 1864. 
Ut Lois: Bdmfaif to jonr eoiBsraaicatioii of tbe 11th of Jvlj hteU aat 
Bj mliet tkerelo of tbe Slrt of tbe mbo bobUi and the 6th of Aniput fioUow- 
isc, rrUthro to two appreiitkca bdongiiif to tho Brituh bozk Cnxoo, mDqged 
to bAYo dncrted firoa tW ihip and to hiiTe been takes oa board tbe United 
Sutea Tcsnel 8t Uaiy'a, I havo tho honor to cndoset in m^j, a cc^y of a 
letter and its accompaiiimeiits of tho 10th iitftant^ from tho becittaiT' of tbe 
NaTT, coataiafaig farther infonnatioii oa the anlMeet. 

I UTo the honor to be^ with tho highest eonaidetataont my lord, joor obedient 
terraatt 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Loan Lvoii% ^ c|r<» 4«* 



Jbt* IfoMi a Jw« SttttfUm 

Natt Dbfarthitt, 

WasAhgtom, Kocember 10> 1864. 
Sift : Befenring to your letter of the 21et of July hut, and my replr of the 
30th of that month, I hare the honor to transmit herewith a eopy of a despatch 
dated the 2Gth^ of September, received firom Acting Rear- Admiral Charles H. 
DcU, relative to' the two boys who escaped or deserted from the Bridsh ship 
Cosco and enlisted on board the United States ship St Maiy's. 
\erj respectfnlly» &e« tou* Ad&» 

GIDEON WELLES, 

Secretiuy of tke Kat^ 

Hon. WllXIAM H. StWARD, 

StertUuTj^ ^ SimU. 



Umtbo Statb9 Flag- Ship LANCASTBa, 

Callao, Srpfember 26, 1864. 
Sift : I have the Inrnor to enclose to yon the eopy of a letter from Acdn^ 
Master Charles A. Crocker, execntire officer of the United States ship Su 
Mary's, to Captain Edward Middleton, of the same ship, respecting the oeten* 
tion of two apprentices belonging to the British ship Cusco, sm made tbe 
subject of a letter dated July 30, 1864. 

It app<^irs that these boys did not enter on board the St Maiy*s nntil after 
the sailing of the Cosco from Valparaiso, and ev&ry facility was given to the 
commander of the Cnsco by the officers to recover his men, which wodd have 
succeeded had they been on bonrd the St. Mary's when tho search was made. 

Arthur Cox has since been condemned by medical survey and sent (August 31) 
to the naval hospital at New York. John Williamson was transferred, with a* 
number of others, to this ship, and is now on board. He will be given np to 
any one authorized to receive hia. 

I have the honor to be> venr respectfully, yours, 

CHARLES H. BELU 
Acting Bear'Admiralf Com*dg Pacific S^uoirm^ 
Hon. GiDBOif Wbllbs, 

Secretary of Ike NaejftWoMngtm. A CI 
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United States Ship St. Mary*8» 

Bnj/ of Panama, September 7» 1864. 

Sir : In obedience to your order of the 5th instant, requesting me to make a 
detaUed statement of the facts relating to the claims of the master of the 
English ship Guzco npon this vessel for two boys alleged to be deserters from 
his ship and supposed to be secreted on board the St. ]^Iarjr*s, I beg leave to 
report as follows: 

On or about the 20th day of FebruarTt 1864» while lying in the harbor ot 
Valparaiso, Chili, the master of the English ship Cqzco came on board and 
stated that two apprentice boys had deserted from his ship, and he had reason 
to believe were stowed away on board this vessel, and requested that search 
should be made for them. In your absence I called all hands to quarters, and 
made an examination of the holds, store-rooms, &c., &c, but without fin jing 
the boys. I told the master that the bovs had, no doubt, if they were on 
board, seen his approach, and th^ better plan would be for him to come on 
board the next day while we were at quarters, as a better opportunity would 
then be afforded to detect them; he did so, and returned the next morning just 
as we were in the act of going to quarters. I reported the circumstance to yon, 
and you ordered me to search for them, and, if found, to deliver them to him. 

A most thorough search was then instituted in every part of the vessel 
capable of holding a human being, which search was superintended by the 
saUingmastcr and gunner of this ship, but which, after keeping all hands at 
quarters for nearly an hour, resulted unsuccessfully. 

On the 25th February, subscoucntly to the sailing of the Cuzco, John 
Williamson and Arthur Cox made their appearance on board and shipped, whom, 
I afterwards learned, were the boys who aeserted from the Cuzco. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES A. CROCKER, 
Acting Master and Executive Officer. 

Captain Edward Hiddlbton, 

Com'dg United States Ship St. Mary*9. 

Approved: 

EDWARD MIDDLETON, 

Captain, U. S. N. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



/ 



Department op State, 

Washington, November 16, 1864. 
My Lord: Referring to your communication of the 8th instant, in regard to 
the form of an affidavit required of Captain W. E. Scanlan, as a condition for 
permission to ship the produce of his plantation, I have the honor, in reply, to 
endoseacopy of aletter of the 14th instant just received at this department 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, and the paper which accompanied it, from 
which your lordship will perceive that the objectionable feature of the affidavit 
will be removed in this and all similar cases; 

I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
•ervaatp 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Hon. Lord Lyons, ^^^ 
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Tbbasvkt Dbpaitmbstt, 

Kotamber 14» 1864. 

8il: I Wv« tlw kottor to adEiiowkdge the rec<»pi of joar letter of tlie lldk 
iii«tant» transmitiiiig eodoMiret froai Ijord Ljons in relation to the eaoe of Cap- 
tain ScahLui, a Briiuh tnbjecf, who desires to transport certain cotton prodaced 
bj bin to market wttbont making oath tbat be is a lojal citizen of tbo United 
States, &e. 

EncUMK^d I bare tbo booor to transwt a copj of a letter on tbe subject, tbin 
daj adiln^K^ to tbe fopenrvtnf Mwclal a^ent of tbe Treaanrj Department at 
Metnpbis, vbicb will, it is believed, remove tbe objections reimed to. 

I bsTe al«o giren directions tbat tbo mie tberein laid down shall bavv imi- 
Ibrm application in all tbe insnrrectioBaiy Stales. 
With great iespcct» 

W. P. FESSENDEN. 



Hon. WiixiASi H. Bbwaid^ 



Secrttmry of ike Trtasmry, 



Jvir. F€9$€W&tM f # JRr. Cfnas* 

KOVEMBBS 14, 1864 
Sia : I have receired Tonr letter of tbe 27tb ultimo, enclosing tbe application of 
W. E. Scaolan, a British sabject, who asks permission to transport to market 
certain cotton produced by the labor of frecdmen employed by him, without 
making oath that be is a loyal citizen of tbe United States. 

Snch an oath should not be reonired from the actual subjects of any fbreiga 
power, and when you are satisfieu that similar applicants are, in good &ith, sub- 
jects of foreign powers, and hare never excrcisea any of the rights of citizenship 
in this conntrr, you are authorized to waive that clause in the affidavit, and only 
require oath that tbe applicant has not done any act of hostility toward tbe 
United Sutes. 

Ton will regard these instructions as applicable to aH cases of a Uke chaneter 
which may ari«e in your agency. * 

BefpectfuUy, 

W. P. FESSENDEN. 

Stcrdaty of the Treasmrf, 
Wm. W. OajSB. Esq^ 

ISwp. Sjfcciol AgaU Dcp% 2d Agency ^ Memphis, Temm. 



Mr, Seward to Lord Lyom$. 

Departmbnt op Statb, 

Wathhgtamt Kotcmher IS, 1864. 
My Loan : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communiea« 
tion of the 15th instant, in answer to my note of tbo 3d ultimo, relative to ia* 
formation received at the department respecting the alleged proceedings of 
Captain Uewitt, of the royal navy. 

1 have tbo honor to be, with high consideration, my Lord, your obedieat 
senrant, 

WILUAU H. SEWARD. 
Bight non. LoftD Lvo^rs, ^r., Ige^ fc 
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Lord Lyont to Mr, SetoarJL 

Washinoton, November 18, 1864. 
Sir : I baye tbe honor to acknowledge receipt of jour note of the ICth instant, 
relative to the two apprentices of the British bark Gnzco, and would bee 
leave to rectify a mistake in the names of the boys as given bj Rear-Admirfu 
Bell in his communcation to the Secretary of the Navy. Their real names, at 
eiven by Mr. Nicol, a copy of whose letter was forwarded to yon in Mr. Bum- 
ley's note of the 25th August, are Alfred Dewick and John Williams. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant* 

J. nU3IE BURNLEY. 
For LORD LYONS. 
Hon. William H. Sbward, 4p^., ifc^ ^ 



Mr, Burkley to Mr. Seward. 

Washixgton, November 19, 1864. 
Sir: With reference to .Viscount Monck's despatch of the 26 th ultimo, and 
to your reply of the 3d instant, with respect to the order issued by General 
Dix relative to the recent outrage at St. Albans, I have now the honor to enclose 
copy of a despatch which I have received from his excellency, i*cplying, on his 
side, to the observations contained in that note. 

In the sentiments expressed by his excellency, the governor general, I fully 
concur. It suffices to examine the dates when the various requisitions for ex- 
tradition were received at this legation, and despatched to Viscount Monck, to 
prove that, on ray side, also, nothing was left undone which could promote the 
wishes and anxious desires of the American government, whether in the affair 
of Lake Erie, or in that of St. Albans. 

Your note of the 13th ultimo, asking for the extradition of Bell and others, 
concerned in the Lake Erie occurrences, was received on the 14th, and despatched 
to Viscount Monck on the 16th. His excellency's reply of the 22d, received on 
the 26th, was transmitted the next day to you. 

With regard to the affair at St. Albans, your first note, of the 25th ultimo, 
relative to the extradition of AVallace and others, was received and despatched 
on the same day to Viscount Monck. His excellency's reply, of the 31st Octo- 
ber, was received on the 3d instant, and transmitted to you on the 4th instant 
Your further note, of the 29th ultimo, relative to the extmdition of Lackey and 
others, was received on the day on which it was written, and on that same day 
despatched to Viscount Monck. His excellency's reply, of the 4th instant, re- 
ceived at this legation on the 11th instant, was despatched to you the same day. 
[ Finally, your note of the 1st instant, requesting the extradition of Hutchinson, 

\ was again received and despatched to its destination on the same day, and Vis- 

I count Monck's reply of the 7th instant, received on the 12th instant, was for- 

warded to you on the day on which it was received. 

You will thus perceive that both Viscount Monck and myself have done all 
that lay in onr power to expedite the ends of justice, and that it cannot in truth 
be said that requisitions for these offenders have remained unanswered. 
\ I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedienty 

I humble servantp 

; For LORD LYONS, 

^ J. HUME BUIINLET. 

Hon. William H. Sbward, tfc^lfc^lfo. 
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Quuic K^vemier It, 1864. 

IfrLaEOs IlMTed^boMrtoacknowMx^^i^eeetptofTaar desps^ 
7tb Nornnbcr, and tk «ccom]MUiTiiig note from Mr. Seward, iaed 3d ^otcb- 
b<*r, relative to the despatch whidi I deeised it my iatf to address to yon urn 
the Siitb October, ealling your attentkm to tbe extract finom the New Yoik 
Evi oiDg Pout, whicb purported to ^ve tbe wocdi of an <wder issued by 3I^sr 
G<*n«*ral Dix, in rrfrreoce to tbe recent ontrage at St Albans, VeriBoot. 

I ftb^l] trencmit Mr. Seward's note to tbe secrc tai y of state for tlie colonies^ 
for tbr c<mi«i<lcnition of ber Majesty's g O Te ms wL 

There it one statement, bowcrer, te If r. Seward*s note to wbich I nasi 
allude, in jostiee to myself and tbe eorerament of Oanada. The Secretnzy of 
State for the United States says, ** While this goremment bas been considaing 
Earl Moock't rcone^t, onr reqni<itkm for tbe menders whose crimes were eomt* 
mitted on Lake Lrie, and for tbe bor^ars and mnrderers who inTsded Yermoatp 
renuiin noanswered.'* 

•I am at a loss to acconnt for this statement Witb regard to tbe first of tbeso 
outrages, H occurred on tbe 19tb September. On tbe 22d October a de^patdk 
was received by me from Mr. Bumlcy. dated 16tb October, enclosing a note 
from tbe Secretary of Stste of tbe United States, demanding tbe extradition of 
Bell and others, (the persons supposed to bare been concerned in the Lake 
Erie outmge,) On tbe same day (22d October) 1 addressed a despatch to Mr. 
Burnley, in which I acknowledged the receipt of his comrannication, and begged 
him to inform Mr. Seward that *'as soon as I sbonld have been advised thai 
Xh^9e persons, or any of them, bad been arrested in Canada, and that tbe proof 
required by the treaty bad been made, tbe necessary warrants should be issoed 
for their delivery to tbe authorities of tbe United States.** 

With reference to tbe outrage committed at St. Albans, tbis affiur o cciur ed 
on the 19th October. On the 31st I reeetred from Mr. Burnley a despatch^ 
dAted 25,h October, demanding tbe extradition of 0. M. Wallace and twdTO 
other persons, participators in tbe St Albans alEurs. 

On the same day I answered Mr. Burnley's despatch, informing him that 
when the proof required sbonld bare been made, the warrants for extradition 
should be issued. 

On the 4th Norember I receired a further despatch, dated 29th October, re- 
ferring to the same persons, and stating that they were in custody in Canada* 
and a.^king for their extradiUon. 

This was answered on the same dar, informing Mr. Burnley that tbe men 
referred to were in custody, and that the warrants for their extradition sbonld 
is5ue AS soon as the proofs rcnuircd by tbe treaty bad been completed. 

On the 7th of November I received from Lord Lyons a further despatebt 
dated November 1, enclosing a demand for the extradition of one Hutchlnsonp 
a roan who&e name was not included in tbe former list. 

This despatch was answered on tbe same day, and in tbe same terms as tbe 
former communications. I have been thus minute in the statement of what baa 
occurred in these matters, because I should have Mi much annoyed if it could 
be supposed that your communications to me, made at the instance of a minister 
of a friendly power, had been for any cause allowed to remain unanswered. 
I have, &C., &C., 

MOSCK. 

Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ ^e^ ^e. 



mt^mf^m^mgm 
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Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 

Dbpartmbnt of Statb* 

Washin^Unh November 19» 1864. 
My DBAn Lobo Lyons: Ibavetlie pleasure of acknowledging the receipt 
of TOur letter of the I5th instant, transmitting to inc a copj of the inquiriea 
made abont the Georgiana by the collectors of customs at Port Golbome, and 
of the telegraphic circular sent by the Canadian finance department to' the 
Tarions collectors of customs at the different port on the lakes. 
Believe mo to be, my lord, rerj respectfully, yours, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons* igc^ ^ dgc 



Mr. Seward to Lord LyoM. 

Dbpartmbnt op State, 

Wailiingiwn^ November 21, 1864. 
My Lord: Referring to Mr. Burnley's note of the 6th ultimo, in which he 
remonstrates against the prosecution of appeals in the prize cases agmnst the 
British vessels Science, Dashing Wave, Sir William Peel, and Volante, at New 
Orleans, I have the honor to enclose, for the information of your lordship, a 
copy of a letter of the 2d instant from the United States attorney of Louisiana, 
to whom the subject was referred. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ige^ige^ife. 



Mr. WejfUt to Mr. Seward. 

I Unitbo Statbs Attornby's Oppicb, 

New Orleans, November 2, 1864. 

\ ^ Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 18th 

j instant, enclosing a copy of a communication from J. Hume Burnley, esq., her 

I Britannic ^Injesty's charge d*a£f^iires at AVashington, remonstrating against the 

I prosecution of appeals in the prize cases agniust the British vessels Science, 

i Dashing Wave, Sir William Peel, and Volante, and their cargoes, &c. The last 

i mentioned was appealed by the claimants. The other three were appealed by 

I the libellants, and the records have been already forwarded to be filed in the 

• clerk's office of the Supreme ConrL You say, " 1 will thank you to communicate 

i to this department the ^ws of the prize court, if they can be obtained." The 

!. judge has not written and filed any reasons for judgment; and as he is absent 

^ from this city in the north, I am unable to state what are his yiews regarding 

j the appeals from his judgments rendered in the seycral cases. In my letter to 

I you of March 25, 1864, lelatiye to the case of the Sir William Peel, in reply to 

I yours of the 7th of that month, I set forth the grounds, and submitted the au- 

i thorities upon whic^ the ship was sought to be condemned; and I also showed 

j that the other ycsseb aboye named were situated yery similarly to the Sir 

i WiUiam PecL A reference to the records, now in the hands of the Solicitor of 

the Trea^iuijy (to whom I am instructed to forward all records of appeal, even in 
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prize ca-e«,) wQl ftbow tbat tbe diaif^ d'«&iiret kbon noitt the diaadraatage 
of haring beard b«t oae mfo of the caM. 

Upon tbe return of tbe jadgo I ehall be bappjr to famisb yov with his Tiews 
oo the rabjecl of tbe «pp(«lt. if tboy eta be obubed. 
Yoor obedieat eervaat* 

BDFUS WAPUBS. 
Umiied Siate$ AiUmrmeMf. 
IIoQ. WiuxAM H. 8iiWAa% 

SecrHmry wf autU. 



Mr. Semard U Lmd Lyn». 



D£FAaTllB?IT OF StATB, 

WoMkiMgUm. No9tim6er 21, 1864. 

My Lord: Referring to mr note of tbe 29tb aldmo. applying fer tbe extzafi* 
tlon of Samuel Eugene Lecaejaad otbers. end to tbat of tbe Ist instant* ap> 
plying for tbe extradition ol William Hotebinson, I baye now tbe honor to 
inform your lordsbip tbat tnaeenracies occnrred in tbe former note respecting the 
names oi some of tne p^sons indicated tberein, bnt I bave now reodyed a oor> 
rcctcd list of ibe names of tbe parties and otber information, from which it 
appears tbat Samuel Eugene Ltckey, Squire Turner Trayis* Cbailes Mooie 
Swagcr, George Scott, Bennett II. Xonng, Caleb McDowall Wallace, James 
Alexander Doty, Jo^epb McGrorty, Samud Simpson Gregg, Dudley Mooter 
Tbomas Dronsdon Collins, Marcus Spurr, Alelander Pope Bruce, ana Wilfiam 
U. Dutckinson arc cbargcd with tbe commission of tbe crimes of murder, assanlt 
witb intent to commit murder, and robbei^, at St. Albans, in tbe State of 
Vermont, witbin tbe jurisdiction of tbe United States ; tbat official complaints 
baye be<*n filed in tM proper courts in said State cbarging tbem witb those 
offences; tbat regular warrants for tbeir apprebension baye thereupon been 
issued, duly aatbeaticated copies of wbicb complaints and warrants are attached 
bercunto. I baye, therefore, tbe bonor to request, tbruugb your lord^bij^ that 
bcr Majesty's coyemment will, in yirtne of tbe proyisions of tbe tenth article of 
the trc^ity of Washington, be pleased to issue the necessary warrants for the 
delivery of the aboye-named fngitiyes, who are now understood to be held in 
jail at Montreal, in Canada, to any person or persons duly authorized to ree^ye 
the said faritives and bringnbem back to the united States for trisL 

I have tuo honor to be, witb the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
seryant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWABD. 

P. S. — ^I win thank your lordship, at your earliest conyenience, to transmit a 
copy of this note and accompanying papers to tbe Canadian goyemment 



Statb of Vermont, 

FrankliM Ckmrntj^t at.* 

To Leonard Gilman, one of tbe justices of the peace within and for the 
county of Franklin, oomes Chellis F. Safibrd, town grand juror ci tbe town of 
St Albans, in said county, in his proper person, and, on his oath of office, com* 
plaint makes, that Samuel Eugene Lack^, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, Squire 
Turner Travis, Alexander Pope Bruce, 3Iarcus Spurr, Charles Moore Swager, 
Bennett H. Young, Groorge Sa>tt, Caleb McDowall Wallace, James Alexander 
Doty, Joseph McGrorty, Samnd Simpson Gregg, William H. nutchinson* and. 

50 • 
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iDudley Moore, of St Albans, in tbe county of Franklin, not having tbe peace 
of Grod before U^eir eyes, but being moved and soduccd by tbc inetigation of 
the devil on the 19th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1864, at St 
Albans aforesaid, in and upon one Elinus J. Morrison, in the peace of God and 
of the State of Vermont then and there being, did then and there, with force 
and arms, feloniously, and of their malice aforethought, make an assault; and 
ibat the said Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Oollins, Squire Turner 
Travis, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, Charles Aloore Swager, Dennett 
H. Young, George Scott, Caleb McDowall Wallace, James Alexander Doty, 
Joseph ]ilcGrorty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, William H. Hutchinson, and Dudley 
^loore, with certain pistols, each of the value of twenty dollars, each loaded 
and charged with gunpowder and one leaden bullet, one of which said pistols, 
so loade<l and cbargea aforesaid, they each of them, then and there, had and 
held in their right hands, to, against and upon the said Elinus J. Morrison, 
than and tbere. feloniously and of their malice aforethought, did shoot and dis- 
charge; and that the said Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, 
Squire Turner Travis, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, Charles Moore 
Swager, Bennett H. Youn^, George Scott. Caleb AIcDowall Wallace, James 
Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, William H. 
Hutchinson, ana Dudley Moore, with the leaden bullets aforesaid, out of the 
pbtols aforesaid, then and there, by the force of the gtmpowd0r, shot and sent 
forth as aforesaid, the aforesaid Elinus J. Morrison, in and upon the abdomen 
of liim the said Elinus J. Morrison, then and there, feloniously, wilfully, and 
of their malice aforethought, did strike, penetrate, and wound, giving to the said 
Elinus J. Morrison, then and there, with the leaden bullets aforesaid, so as afore- 
said shot^ dischaiged, and sent forth, out of the pistols aforesaid, by the said 
Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, Squire Turner Travis, 
Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, Charles ]^Ioore Swager, Bennett H. 
Younff, George Scott Caleb McDowall Wallace, James Alexander Doty, 
Joseph SIcGrorty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, AVilliam H. Uutchiuson, and 
Dudley Aloore, in and upon the abdomen of him the said Elinus J. Morrison, 
one mortal wound, of which said mortal wouud the said Elinus J. Morrison, 
from the said 19th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1864, until the 21st 
day of the same Octx)ber, in the year last aforesaid, in St Albans aforesaid, did 
', languish, and, languishing, did live, and on which said 21st day of October, in 

^ the year jast aforesaid, the said Ellinus J. ^lorrison, at St Albans aforasaid, of 

the mortal wound aforesaid died ; and so the grand juror aforesaid, on his oath 
: aforesaid, says, that the said Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Col- 

lins, Squire Turner Travis, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, Charlcb 
t Moore Swager, Bennett 11. Young, George Scott, Caleb McDowall Wallace, 

* James Alexander Doty, Joseph XlcGrorty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, William 

\ H. Huichinson, and Dudley Moore, him the said Ellinus J. Morrison, then and 

' there, in roantier and form aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, and of their malice 

V aforethought did kill and murder, contrary to the form, force, 4ind elTect of the 

i statute of Vermont in such case made and provided, and against the peace and 

I dignity of the said State of Vermont 

I And the grand juror aforesaid, in his proper person, and on his oath, further 

f' complaint makes, that at St Albans, in the county of Franklin and State of 

f Vermont aforesaid, Bennett 11. Young, of St Albans aforesaid, and Samuel 

I Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, Squire Turner Travis, Alexander 

J Po|>o B;*uce, 5larcu3 Spurr, Charles Moore Swager, George Scott Caleb 

J McDowall Wallace, James Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, James Simpson 

\ Gre^g, William II. Uutchiuson, and Dudley Moore, of St. Albans aforesaid, 

not having the fear of God before their eyes, but being moved and seduced by 
the instigation of the devil, on the 19th day of October, in the year of our Loid 
1864» wiih force and arms, at St Albans aforesaid, in and upon one Elinus J. 
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Morri^m. in tbe pean of Ood and of tke StJite of YernMmt then mai tbcfo 
bring, wUrall/ and frlooiowlT, and of tbdr mafico afbrethondit, did make aa 
as#au)t; aod that tlio »aid lleoBtlt U. Tovng a eotain pisMt of the ▼ahie of 



twenty dollar*, thca and thm loaded, and cbamd with gvnpowder and one 
lt*aiirn l>ull«H, which pL*tol, bj the^aid Bennett il. Toons, in hk right hand, 
ihtm and there, had and held to* a^ainM, and noon the caid Eliniis J. iloniaoo* 
Uii'o aud tberr, fcloaioatfljr, wiUbUjr, and of hu malice aforcthonght, did dioot 
and diMrhATj^e ; aud that the said Dennett IL Toting, with the leaden bullet afovo> 
f Aid, out ol th« pitXcA aforetaid, then and there, by the force of the gonpoiwder* 
fbot and »ciit fofth, as afbreaaid, him the eaid Elimu J. Morrison, in and npon 
tie nl>d«iinett of him, the said EHnns J. Morison, then and there, felonkmsljt 
wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did strike, penetrate, and wonnd» 
cp\-iiig to the said Elintis J. MorriMn, then and there, with the leaden 
ballf t afore^aidt so as aforesaid shot and discharged, and sent forth out of the 
L>irtol aforriMiid, by tho said Dennett 11. Tonng, in and npon the abdomen of 
liim the Kiid £]inus J. Morrison, one mortal wound, of thehrmdth of half an 
inch, of which said mortal wound the said Elinns J. Morrison, from the said 
lOih dny of October, in the Tear of our Lord 1864, tintil the 21st day of the 
snme October, in the year last aforesaid, did langtiish, and, languishing, did 
live; on which iaid 21»t day of October, fai the year last aforesaid, the same 
Elinus J. Morrison, at St. Albans aforesaid, of the mortal wound aforesaid, died; 
and tbnt the aforesaid Samuel Eugene Locker, Thomas Dronsdon CoUma, 
S(|airo Turner Travis, Alexander Pope Drnce, Marcus Spurr, Charles Moore 
8wfl;;er, George Scott, Caleb McDowall Wallace, James Alexander Doty, 
Jo!>eph McGrortr, Samuel Simpson Gregg, and William H. Hutchinson, and 
Dudk-y Moore, then and there, feloniously, wilfuUj. and of their malice afct^ 
tlionght, were pre^>ent, aiding, helping, and abetting, and comforting, assisting 
and maintiining the said Bennett if. Toting, the rclony and murder aforesaid, 
in manner and form aforesaid, to do and commit; and so the grand jbior afor^ 
said, upon his oath aforesaid, says, that the said Dennett H. Totmg^ and the 
eaid Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Dronsdon Collins, Squire Turner Traiia, 
Alexander Pope Drnce, Marctu Spurr, Charles Moore Swager, George Scott» 
Caleb 3Ic£)owall Wallace, James Alexander Doty, Joseph ^IcGrorty, Samnd 
Simpson Gregg, William U. Hutchinson, and Dudley Moore, him the said 
Elinus J. Morrison, then and there, in the manner and form aforesaid, fielo- 
nioasly. wilfully, and of their malice aforethought, did kill and murder, con- 
trary to the forms, force, and effect of the statute of the State of Vermont in 
iSQch ca.«es made and proTided, and against the peace and dignity of said State 
of Vermont. 

CHELLIS P. SAFPORD, 

Totca Grand Jmvr. 



State op Vermont, 

Franklin County^ «t* 
At St. Albans, on this 21st day of October, fai the year of our Lord 1 864, the 
fore«>inff complaint exhibited to me and filed in my office. 

LEONARD GILMAN, 

Justice of ike Peace. 

State op Vermont, 

Franklin County t ees 
To any thcnff or contlaVU in the State^ greeting t 

Dy the authority of the State of Vermont, you are hereby commanded to »• 
prebend the bodies of tho said Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Dronsdon Col> 
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lins, Sqoier Tanier Teavis, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcos Sptirr, CharleB Moore 
Swager, Bennett H. Yoons, George Scott, Caleb 3IcDowall Wallace, James 
Alexander Doty, Joseph M. Orortj, Samuel Sipson Gregg, William II. Hutch- 
inson, and Dudley Moore, and them have forthwith before the subscribing au- 
thority at the shenflTs office in St Albans, in said Franklin county, that they 
may answer to the foregoing complaint, and be further dealt with according to 
law. 

Given under my hand, at St Albans aforesaid, this 21st day of October, in the 
year of our Lord I86i. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 
' Justice of the Peace* 

State of Vbrmont, 

Franklin CouMt^f MM : 

St Albans, this 2lBt day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-fourw — I hereby certify the above to be true copies of the 
complaint made to me, and my warrant issued thereon. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

JuMtice of the Peace. 

State op Yebmont, 

Franklin Coumiy, mm : 
I, Joseph II. Brainerd, clerk of the county court of the county of Franklin, 
in the State of Vermont, which court is a common law court of record, do hereby 
certify that Leonard Oilman, esquire, was, on the 2)8t day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and still U, a justice 
of the peace in and for the county of Franklin aforesaid, duly elected and quali- 
fied to act as such magistrate; that the signature to the above certificate purport- 
• ing to be the signature of said Oilman is the genuine signature of said Oilman, 
and that fhll faith and credit ought to be given to the official acts of said Oilman. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereto affixed the seal of the county court of 
the county of Franklin aforesaid, and subscribed my name officially at 
[l. 8.] St Albans, in the said county of Franklin, this twenty-first day of 
) October, in the year of otur Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 

four. 
:. JOSEPH H. BRAINERD, Clerk. 

State op Vermont, . 

Franklin County, mm: 

I, Asa Owen Aldis, of St Albans, in the county of Franklin and State of 

Vermont, one of the judges of the supreme court of the State of Vermont, and 

chief judge of the county court of the county of Franklin and State of Vermont, 

I hereby certify that Joseph H. Brainerd, whose signature is appended and sub- 

l scribed to the above certincate, is the clerk of the said county court of the county of 

aforesaid ; that I am well acquainted with and know the signature of the said Frank- 

\ lin Brainerd, and the seal of the said county clerk; that t!ie signature subscribed 

c to the above certificate is the genuine signature of the said Joseph H. Brain- 

f erd, and the seal affixed to the said certificate is the seal of the said county 

;- court of the county of Franklin aforesaid; that the said court is a common law 

A court of record ; that the said Brainerd, as clerk of the said county court, has the 

*•" custody of the record of all commissions issued to justices of the peace acting 

j witliin and for the county of Franklin aforesaid. ^ 

1 In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand at St Albans, in tbe 

county of IVanklin aforesaid, this twentv-first day of October, in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

ASA OWEN ALDI8, 
Judge of ike Supreme Court of the State of Vermont^ and Chief Juigt 
if the County Court of the county qf Franklin, in the StaU of Vermont. 
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UKITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Stats or YBtMOTr, Brrrmtim Dtpmrimadt 

I, John Ore^orj Smitli, p rrm m of said Sute of VenDoot, do henSbj certify 
Uiai the f«m*goinff document b •atbeotkated aceordiDg to tbe Uwt of a^ State 
and of tbe UnitM States; that the tigoatnrea of tbe reapecttre ofBcera attached 
to Mid c<>rti6cate« of aatbeotkation are genoioe, aod that saU officers reflpectirelj 
bold and exercue tbe offices which thej in and bj said certificates purport to 
bold aud «!xercise; and that the seal of the count j court of tbe aforesaid ccmntj 
of Fmnklin thereon is grnatoe. and that fall faith and credit ought to be giree 
to f Aid documents and certifieatca. 

In witncfts whereof, I have eansed the seal of said State to be hereanto at^ 
t.icbod. and have affixed rar si^oatore hereto, at Montpdier. this 3Ist day of 
Octobor, in tbe rear of o«tr Lord one thoosand eight handred and sixty-fooz. 

J. GREGORY SMITH. 

fij bis exccDencj the gorenor. 

Attest : O. W. BAILET, Secretary q/ Siaie. 

To Leonard Gilman, esq^ one of the jnstioes of the peace within and for iSfm 
coantj of Franklin, in the State of Vermont, comes Cbellis F. Safford, grand 
iaror within and for the town of St Albans, in the conntj aforesaid, and upon 
bis oath of office complaint makes that Samnel Rngene Lackej, Tbomafl 
l)ron.«<lon Collins, William U. Ilntcbinson, Sqnire Turner Teavis, Alexander 
Pope Hmce, Marcos Spnrr, Charles Moore Swager, Dennett IL Toong, Qtorgp 
Scott, Caleb ^(cDowall Wallace, James Alexander Do^, Joseph McGrortj, 
Samuel Simpson Gregg, and Dndlej Moore, of St Albans, aforesaid, her^ofcwe, 
to wit, on the nineteenth daj of October, in tbe year of our Lord one thoosand 
ei^bt hundred and sixty-four, in a bank building then and there situated and \ i 

known and cnlled bj the name of the Franklin Conntj Bank, in and up<m one 
Marcus Wells Beardsley, then and there being cashier of the said h ranklin 
Couut J Bank, then and there bcine in the peace of God and of tbe said States 
feloniously did make an assault and him, the said Marcus Wells Boardsley* in > ) 

peat boifilj fear and danger of his life in the bank buildins aforesaid did n 

fclonionsly put and one thousand bills, commonly called bank bills issued by ' i! 

tbe said t ranklin County Bank, said bank being an incorporated bank in said : ; 

Sutc of Vermont and tbe property of said banl^ and of the denomination and t 

value of ten dollars each ; ten thousand bills commonly called bank hill8» 
issued by said bank, and tbe property of said bank, and each <^ tbe value and 
denomination of five dollars ; one thousand bills commonlv called bank bill8» ! : 

issued by said bank, and tbe property of said bank, and <^ the value and ' i 

denomination of one dollar each ; one thousand bills commonly called bank j 

bills, issued by the St Albans Bank, said bank being an incorporated bank in ! 1 

said State of Vermont and tbe property of Franklin County Bank, and of the 
value and denomination of two dollars each, and one htmdred bilU or promissory 
notes commonly called treasury notes or greenbacks, issued by and under the 
authority of tbe United States aforesaid, aind each for the sum of five dollan 
current money of the United States aforesaid: from the person and posseesiouv 
and against Uie will of tbe said Marcus Wells Bearddey, in the said Franklin 
County Bank, as such cashier as aforesaid, then and there feloniously and 
violently did rob, take, steal, and carry away, against tbe peace and dignity of 
the State of Vermont and contraiy to the form, force, and effect of the statute 
of the said State in such case xxum and provided. 

CHELUS F. SAFFOSDt 
Tbwm GumdJt 
Witness: 

W. W. BBASB6LBY, and others. . , ; 



'■\\\ 
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State op Ybrmont, 

FranUin Qmnifft J»«* 

St Albans, this twentieth daj of October, in the year of our Lord one thou* 
Band eight hundred and sixtj-fonr. — The above complaint exhibited and filed in 
my office. 

LEONARD GILMAN. 

Justice of the Peace. 

StATK of VBaMONTy 

Franklin Ckmntytu: 
To any tkeriff or constable in the State^ gredtng: 

By the authority of the State of Vermont yon are hereby commanded to 
apprehend the bodies of the within named Samuel Engene Lackey, Thomas 
Eonsdon Collins, Squire Turner Teavis, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, 
Charles Moore Swager, Bennett II. Young. George Scott, William II. Hutchin- 
son, Caleb McDowall Wallace, James Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, 
Samuel Simpson Gi'egg, and Dudley Moore, if to be found within your precinct, 
or either or them, by whatever name they may bo known or called, and them 
have forthwith before mo at the oiSce of the sheriff in St. Albans aforesaid, to 
make answer to the foregoing complaint, and be further dealt with accordmg to 
law. Fail not, but due return mase. 

Dated at St Albans aforesaid, this nineteenth day of October, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

Justice of the Peace* 

• 
Statb op Vbraiont, 

Franklin County, m; 
St. Albans, this twentieth dav of October, in the year of our Lord one thou* 
sand eight hundred and sixty-rour^ — I hereby certify that the above complaint 
and warrant are true copies of the complaint exhibited to me and my warrant 
issued thereon* 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

I Justice of the Peace. 

I ^ 

f 

Statjb op Ybrmont, 
I Franklin County, m: 

I, Joseph H. Brainerd, derk of the county court of the county of Franklin 
; in the State of Vermont, which court is a common law court of record, do 

hereby certifjr, that Leonard Oilman, esquire, was, on the twentieth day oi 
October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, 
and still is, a justice of the peace in and for the said county of Franklin, duly 
*] elected and qualified to act as such magistrate; that the sigoature to the above 

certificate purporting to be the signature of said Oilman is the genuine signa- 
ls tnre of said Oilman, and that full £uth and credit ought to be given to the 
J. . official acts ci said Gilman. 

^^ In testimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed the seal of the county court 

, of the county of Franklin aforesaid, and subscribed mv name officially 

J [l. s.] at St Albans, in said county of Franklin, this twenty-nrst day of Octo« 

'^bcr, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

JOSEPH H. BRAINERD, Clerk. 
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Stats or Yxti 
FrmmUm 

I. Am Owes A1&. of St AlbuM. ia die ooontj of Fnaklxa and State of 
VenDoot, one of die jad^os of tW mwobo eoart ol the State of Vennool. 
and chirf ja^ of tka coaatf eoart or the ooom j of Fnak&i. ia the State 
of Vcnnoot. bcreh/ eetti^ that Joteph H. Braioerd, whoce c^inatare it mp-^ 
ponded to the ahove ecttifieate, h the dcrk of the coontj ooait of the eooDtj 
of Franklin, ia the Slate of YcraHiat; that I am wdl acqaaintcd vith aod 
know tlio iigaatare of the laid Braincrd and the leal of the said coait; that 
the fi^aatare rahcKrihed to the ahore ccrtifieate is the gemdae i^aataie of the 
said Braincrd, and the eeal affixed te the said certificate ii the seal of the eaid- 
cooatT cooft; that the said coait is a common law euort of lecofd; that tke 
Mid Brai&etd.as thedefkof thecoaatjeooit. ha^i the castodr of the leooid of 
all eonuaijs>iooe i a t ae d to jantiees of the peaee withia and m the eoimtj of 
Franklin, stid is the pioper officer bj law to certify as to the dectkn. onalifica* 
tioo. and snthoritT of jasUccs of the peace acting withm and for the saidooantT 
of Franklin. 

Ia t«.*i«timooj whereof, I hereunto set mj hand, at St Albans, in the eonntj 
of Franklin afore«aid, this twentj-first daj of October, in the year of oor Laid 
one thoQ^toud ei^i hnndred and sixty-feoc:. 

ASA OWEX ALDIS, 
JmJ^ of Ssr/mac Court of tke SiaU of VrrmoMi^ and Ckitf Jmdgm 
ofComMiy OmH ^ iJLe cotLMty ff FnuJUiM, U dke tt4U€of Vmmomi^ 

UKJTED STATES OF AyKRICA. 

State of Vbejsont, Extemii^t DepmrtmaU: 

I, Joha Grrgoiy Sauth, coreroor of the sud State of Vermont, do hcnl>x 
ctTlify that the fore^ing CkDcank^nt is anthcnticated accordiw to the lawa off 
tbc suid State and of the United States; that the s^^natnres <? the respectiTV 
officers attached to said certificate of authentication are genuine, and that said 
offio^rs rei^pectivclj hold and exercise the offices which they in and bj said cer- 
tificates puTDort to hold and exerdae, and that the sesl of the coon^ eourt of 
the aforetiaid county of Franklin thereon is genuine, and that full &ith and 
credit ought to be given to said document and certificates. 

In teiftimonj whereof, I have caused the seal of said State te be hereto a^ 
tacbed, and haTe affixed my signature hereto, at MontpeBer, thisthirtj- 
\u 8.] first day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand ^^ hun- 
drcd ana six^-foos. 

J. 6REG0BT SMITH. 
Bj hb exccDencj the gOTemor. 

Attest: 6. W. BAILET. 

Socntttry ^ StaiU. 

Statb of VaassoNT, 

Franklm Cbaaljr,«t; 
To Leonard Gilman, esq , one of the justices of the peace within and for the 
county of Franklin, comes Cbellis F. Safford, grand juror of the town of 8k 
Albans, in said Franklin county, in bis proper person, and on his oath of offiee 
complaint makes, that at St Albans aforesaid, on tho 19tb d^ of Octobo-, ia 
the year of our Lord 1864, Samud Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon ColUna, 
Squjer Turner Travis, William IL Uutchinson, Alexander Pope Brace, M areas 
Spurr, Charles Swager, Bennett II. Younr. George Scott, Ca]d> lIcDowaU 
WalUice, James Alexander Doty, Joseph McGiortT, Samud Simpson Giegg, 
and Dudley Moore, of St Albans, in the county of Fhmklin and State of Yei^ 
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mont* not havhig the fear of Grod before their eyee, hat being moved and* se* 
duced by the instigation of the devil, with force and arms, felonionsl^, wilfully, 
and of their nudice aforethought, with large pistols, each of the value of $20, 
then and there loaded and charged with gunpowder and leaden bullets, which 
said pistols the said Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, Squier 
Turner Travis, William H. Hutchinson, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, 
Charles Moore Swager, Bennett H. Young, Greorge Scott, Caleb McDowall 
Wallace, James Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, 
and Dudley Moore, in their right hands then and there had and held, in and 
upon one Collins H. Iluntington, of St. AJbans, in the county of Franklin, in 
the peace of God and of the State of Vermont then and there being, did make 
an assault with intent him the said Collins H. Huntineton then and there 
feloniously, wilfully, and of their malice aforethought to Kill and murder, and 
other wrongs to the said Collins H. Huntington then and there did, against the 
peace and dignity of the State of Vermont, and contrary to the form, force, and 
effect of the statute of said State in such case made and provided. And the 
grand juror aforesaid, on his oath aforesaid, further complaint makes, tluil the 
said Samuel Eu^ne Lackey, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, Squier Turner Travis, 
William H. Hutcninson, Alexander Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, Charles Moore 
Swager, Bennett H. Toun^, George Scott, Caleb McDowall Wallace, James 
Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, Samuel Simpson Gregg, and Dudley 
Moore, at St. AJbans, in the county of Franklin, aforesaid, not having the fear 
of Grod before their eyes, but being moved and seduced by the instigation of the 
devil, on the 19th day of October, in the year of our Lord 1864, with force 
and arms, at St Albans aforesaid, did make an assault on and upon Collins H. 
Huntington, of St. Albans aforesaid, then and there bein^ in the peace of God and 
the State of Vermont aforesaid, with intent him, the said Collins U. Huntington, 
then and there to kiU and murder, and that the said Bennett H. Young a certain 

G' :>1 of the value of $20, then and there charged with gunpowder and one 
en bullet, which said pistol he, the said Bennett H. Young, then and there 
in his right hand had ana held, then and there feloniously, wilfully, and of his 
malice aforethought, did discharge and shoot off, to, against, and upon the said 
Collins H. Huntington, and that the said Bennett H. Young, with the leaden 
bullet aforesaid, then and there by the force of the gunpowder aforesaid, by 
the said Bennett H. Young discharged and shot off as aforesaid, then and there 
feloniously, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did strike, penetrate, and 
wound him, the said Collins H. Huntington, in and upon the left side of him 
the said Collins U. Huntington, so that his life was then and there ereatly 
despaired of, with intent him the said Collins H. Huntington, then and there 
being in the peace of God and of the State of Vermont aforesaid, then and 
there to kill and murder, against the peace and dignity of said State of Ver- 
mont, and contrary to the form, force, and effect of the statute of said State in 
such case made and provided. 

CHELLIS F. SAFFORD, 

Grand Junrr. 

The foregoing complaint exhibited to me this 20th day of October, in the 
year of our Lord 1864* 
\ LEONARD OILMAN, 

Jutlice qfthe Peace. 

Statb of Vbsmont, 

Franklin Qnmhft s$i 

7b onjf eheriff or oontUMe in the Siaie^ greeting: 

By the authori^ of the State of Vermont, yoo are hereby commanded to 
finest the above-named Samuel Eugene Ladcey, Thomas Bronsdon Collins, 
Squier Tanner TraviSy Marcos Spurr, Charles Moore Swager, Bennett U. Young, 
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George Scott. Odeb McDowaD Wallace. Jamea llexaader Do^. Joseph Me- 
Groitj. SaiiMMl Sintpsoa Oregg. and DocDej Mooce, of St Albans, Uk aaid 
Franklia coontjr, aad them have forthwith before me at the sberifPa offioe, la 
aaid Si. Albaiu, fai said Franklm eomitj. then and there to answer to the fore- 
going complaint, and be farther dealt with according to law. Hereof fall not. 
bot doe Mnrice and retnm make aeoording to law. 

Giren under my h:ind at St. Albans, in a^d Franklin coantj. this 20th iaj 
of October, in the jear of oar Lord 1864. 

LEONARD GILUAN. 

JuHke of the Pemee. 

Stats or Vsajioirr. 

Ftamklin Oommijf^mt 
St Albans. October 20. hi the year of ow Lord 1804.— I herdyj- certify 
the abore to be tme copies of the complaint made to me. and mj warrant lasnea 
thereon. 

LEONARD OILMAN. 

Juttiee €f the Team. 

Stats or VBtNoirr, 

FrankliM Ootmi^tiff 

I. Joseph H. Brainerd. deA of the county court of the countj of Frank* I 

lin. in the Stateof Vermont, which court is a common law court of record, do 
berebj certify that Leonard Gilman. esq., was. on the 20th daj of October, in 
the year of our Lord 1864. and etill is. a justice of the peace in and for the J 

county of Franklin aforesaid, duly elected and qualified to act as such magi»- ! 

trate ; that the signature to the foregoing certificate, purporting to be the ^SP^ 
ture of said Oilman, is the genuine sisnature of siud Gilman. tmd that full uhh 
and credit ought to be riven to the official acts of said Gifansn. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed the seal of the coun^ court 
of the county of Franklin aforesaid, and subscribed my name officially, at 8t , 

Albans, in said county of Franklin, this 21st day of October, in the year of our 
Lord 1864. , 

JOSEPH H. BRAINERD. Clerk. • 

Stats or Ybsmoht, j 

Franklin County^ at / 

I. Asa Owen Aldis. of St Albans, in the countr of Franklm. and State of 
Vermont, one of the judges of the supreme court of the State of Vermont, and :\ 

chief judge of the county court of the county of Franklin, in the State of Ver- I 

mouu hereby certify that Joseph H. Brainerd. whose signature is appended to 
the above certificate, is the clerk of the said county court, of the* county of i 

Franklin aforesaid ; that I aip well acauainted with and know the signature of 
the Raid Brainerd, and the seal of the said county court ; that the signature atUched 
to the above certificate and thereto subscribed is the genuine signature of the 
^id Jo^ph n. Brainerd, and the seal affixed to said certificate is the seal ot 
the said county court, of the county of Franklin aforesmd ; that the said court 
is a common law court of record ; that the said Brainerd. as clerk of the said 
county court, has the custody of the record of all commissions issued to justices 
of the peace within and for said county of Franklin, and is the pro^ officer, 
by bw, to certify as to the election, qualification, and authority of justices of 
the peace acting within and for the county of Franldin aforesaid. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, at St Albans, in the 
county of Franklin aforesaid, this 21st day of Octob^, in the year of our Lord 
1864. • 

ASA OWEN ALDI& 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the State of Vermont, and Chief Judge 1 i 

of the County Court of the County of Franklin^ in the State of VemumL . ;j 

1 
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UNITED 8TATE8 OF AMERICA. 

Statb of Vehmont, ExecuHce DtparttmaU: 

I, John Gregory Smith, governor of said State of Vermont, do hereby cer- 
tify that the foregoing document is authenticated according to the laws of said 
State and of the United States ; that the signatures of the respective officers 
attached to said certificates of authentication are eenuine, and that said officers 
respectively hold and exercise the offices which they in and by said certificate 
purport to hold and exercise, and that the seal of the county court of the afore- 
said county of Franklin thereon is genuine, and that full faith and credit ought 
to be given to sdd document and certificate. 

In witness whereof, I have caused the seal of the said State to be 
[seal.] hereto attached, and have affixed my signature hereto, at Montpelier, 
this 31st day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-four. 

J. GREGORY SMITH. 
By his excellency the governor. 

Attest: G. W. BAILEY, 

Secretary ftf 8t€U€. 

j To Leonard Oilman, esq., one of the justices of the peace within and for the 

\ county of Franklin, in the State of Vermont, came Chcllis F. Safibrd, grand 

* JP^' within and for the town of St Albans, in the county of Franklin, in the 

; State of Vermont, and gives said justice to understand and upon his oath of 

J office complamt makes that Squire Turner Travis, Alexander Pope Bruce* 

t Marcus Spnrr, Claries Moore Swager, Bennett II. Young, George Scott, Cal'b 

1 McDowalt Wallace, James Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, Samuel Simpson 

^ Or^gg* Dudley Moore, William II. Uutchinson, Samuel Eugene Lackey, and 

J Thomas Bron^don Collins, of St. Albans aforesaid, with force and arms, at 

St. Albans aforesaid, to wit, on the 19th day of October, in the year of our 
Lord 1864, in a bank building then and there situate and being and known 
and called bv the name of the St Albans Bank, in and upon one Cyrus New- 
ton Bit^hop, no, the saidBishop, being there and then the teller of said bank — (hen 
and there boin^ in the peace of God and the State of Vermont aforesaid — felo- 
niously did miuce and a&sault, and him, the said Cyrus Newton Bishop, in bodily 
fear and danger of his life, in the bank building aforesaid, there and then felo- 
niously did put, and one thousand bills, coQunomy called bank bills, issued by the 
St Aibans Bank ; said bank being an incorporated bank in th« State of Ver- 
mont, and the propei-ties of said bank, and of the denomination and value of 
ten dollars each ; one thousand bills, commonl v called bank bills, issui^ by said 
bank, and of the property of said bank, and each of the denomination and 
value of twenty dollars ; two thousand bills, commonly called bank bills, issued 
by said bank, and property of said bank, and of the denomination and value 
of five dollars each ; two thousand bills, commonly called bank bills, issued by 
the said bank, and property of sold bank, and of the denomhiation and value 
of one dollar each ; two thousand bills, commonly called bank bills, issued by 
said bank, and the property of the said bank, and of the value and denomina- 
tion of two dollars each ; tour hundred bills, commonly called bank bills, issued 
by and the property of said bank, of the denomination and value of fifty dol- 
lars each ; and live hundred pieces of silver money, commonly colled half-dollars, 
and of the denomination and value of fifty cents each, current money of the 
United States, and the property of said bank, from the person and possession 
and against the will of tne said Gyrus Newton Bisliop, m said bank ^building, 
aa audi teller as aforesaid* then and there fdoniously and violently did rob. 
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guni, tak«»aal turf avsT, eootmy to fom, force, and efleelof oUtafee «l 
•aid Bute is such omo maoo aad proTided, and againat the pettoo and dunbr 
or said Stale. ^^ 

0HELLI8 F. 8AFFORD. 
GrmmdJm 
WitneMt 

Cvtcs N. Biajiop, aa 



Stats or Yuiioirr, 

Framllm Qmmipt mt 
St AHmuui. October tbe tOtk, in the year of o«r Lord 1864.— The abore eoi»> 
ploiut exhibited to on. 

LEONARD OILMAN. 
JuttkecftJUPtaet. 
Statb or YeRMoifT, 

Framliim CotaUft99S :j 

n amy uhcrifor coMstalU te As Sutt^ grtdimg : 

By the anthorit J of the State of Vermooty joo are herebj eommaiKled to ap» j 

pnbcnd tbe bodies of the said Samoel Eugene LockeTt Thomas Broni^on Col- 1 

IiMK. Squire Tomer Travii, Alexander Pope Dmee, JIareiia Spnrr, William H. ' t 

lIutcbinsoD. Cbarlea Uoore Swager, Bennett H. Young, George Scott, Cal^ i 

McDowal^Walbcc, James Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrortj, Samoel Simp- 
eoa Gn^^g. and Dudley Moore, or either of them, and by whateTer name thej, 
or oitbor of tbem, may be called or known, and them have brfore me, at the 
otBce of the sheriff fai St. Albans aforesaid, there and then to answer unto the 
foregoing complaint, and to be further dealt with according to law. Fail not^ ! 

but due porvtce and return make. ! j 

Dated St Albans, b the county of Fnmklin, this 19th daj of October, in 
the year of our Lord 1864. 

LEONARD OILMAN, j 

JiuHkt rf the Pcoou 

I 

Statb or VBamoTT, * * 

Franklin Omniy. 9$ t * I 

St Albans, October 20, fn the year of our Lord 1864.— I hereby certify 
the above to b^ true copies of the complaint made to me, and mj warrant is- 
sued thereon* 1 

LEONARD OILMAN, 
JuHiee of tke Peace. 
Statb or VeasioNT, I 

Franklin Qmnt^t e$i : j 

I, Joseph IL Brainerd, derk of the county court of the county of Franklm, 
m the State of Vermont, which court is a common law court of record, 
do hereby certify that Leonard Oilman, esquire, was, on the 20th daj oi 
October, iu the year of our Lord 1SG4; and still is, a justice of the peace in and 
for the said county of Franklin, duly elected and qualified to act as such ma- 
gistrate ; that the signature to the foregoing certificate, purporting to be the sir- 
nature of the said Oilman, is the genuine si^gnature of said Gilman, and that fiidl | : 
^th and credit ought to be given to the oMcial acts of said Oilman. ' i 

In testimony whereof^ I have hereunto affixod the seal of the conntr court of j A 

r ^ the county of Franklin aforesaid, and subscribed my name ofhcially, at I i j 

^ ^J St Albans, in saidcounQr of Franklin, this 21st day of October, in the ] * ! 

year of our Lord 1864. j 

JOSEPU H. BRAINERD, Cterk. ' * [ 
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StATB OP YBRMOlf T» 

Franklin County ^ s$: 

If Asa Owen AldiSt of St Albans, in tbe coonty of Franklin and State of 
Vermont, one of the jndges of the sapreme court of the State of Vermont, and 
chief judge of the county court of the county of Franklin and State of Vermont* 
hereby certify that Joseph H. Braincrd, whose signature is appended and sub- 
scribed to the above certificate, is the clerk of the said county court of the 
county of Franklin aforesaid; that I am well acquainted with and know the 
signature of the said Brainerd, and the seal of the said county court ; that the 
signature subscribed to the above certificate is the genuine signature of the said 
Joseph n. Brainerd, and the seal affixed to the said certificate is the seal of the 
said county court of the county of Franklin aforesaid ; that the said court is a 
common law court of record; that the said Brainerd, as clerk of the said county 
court, has the custody of the record of all commissions issued to justices of tlie 
peace within and for the county of Franklin, and is the proper officer by law to 
certify as to the election, qualification, and authority of justices of the peace act- 
ing within and for the county of Franklin aforesaid* 

in testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand at St Albans, in the county 
of Franklin aiotesaid, this 21st day of Octotier, in the year of our Lord 1S64. 

ASA OWEN ALDIS. 

Judge of the Supreme Court of the State of Vermont, and Chief Judge 
ffthe County Court of the County of Franklin, in the State €f ^ermoni^ 

UNITED STATES OP AMEMCA 

Statb op Vbhmont, Executive Department: 

I, John Gregory Smith, governor of said State of Vermont, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing document is authenticated according to the laws of said State 
and of the United States ; that the signatures of the respective officers attached 
to said certificates of authentication are genuine ; and tnat said officers respect- 
ively hold and exercise the offices which they, in and by said certificates, pur- 
port to hold and exercise ; and that the seal of the county court of the afore- 
said county of Franklin Uiereon is genuine, and that fuU faith and credit ought 
to be given to said document and certificates. 

In witness whereof I have caused the seal of said State to be hereto attached, 
r I and have affixed my signature hereto, at Moutpelier, this dlst day of 
l^ ®-J October, in the year of our Lord 1864. 

! J. GREGORY SMITH. 

By his excellency the governor. 

\ Attest: G. W. BAILEY. 

I Secretary of State. 

j To Leonard Oilman, esquire, one of the justices of the peace within and for 

I the county of Franklin, in the State of Vermont, comes Chellis F. Safford, grand 

i juror for and in the town of St Albans, in the county aforesaid, and on his oath 

] of office complaint makes that heretofore to wit, on the nineteenth day of Oc- 

tober, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, in St 
Albans, in the county of Franklin aforesaid, Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas 
I Bronsdon Collins, William H. Hutchinson, Squire Turner Teavis, Alexander 

Pope Bruce, Marcus Spurr, Charles Moore Swager, Bennett H. Yotin;^, George 
Scott, Caleb McDowell Wallace, James Alexander Dotv, Joseph McGrorty, 
Samuel Simpson Gregg, and Dudley Moore, all of St Albans aforesaid, with 
force and arms, in a bam then and there owned and occupied by William Ful- 
ler and Erasmus Darwin Fuller, both of St Albans, aforesaid, copartners under 
the name and firm of William & E. D. Fuller, the said bam being then and 
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thn^ at St AHmm dbnMid, ued and oe cou ic d bj the said fbroi as and fior • . 
Urtrj MaUe, la and npon tbe aakl Erasmus Darwia FoDer, dien and there be- 
in|^ hi die peaes of Ood and State of Vcnnoot fdoniottdr did make an aesaalt, 
and bin, the said Erasmus Darwia Fuller, ia great bodflj fear and da^er of 
bU life, ia tbe bara aforesaid. tbea and the rdUooioaslj did Dvt; andfiTomares 
snd two gifldtiigSp of tbe Taloe of one tbooaaad dollars, and two saddles, three 
bridWs. 6Te baiters, one jpair of martiimlea, one pair of hand reins, and one 
blanket, of tbc rahie of mty doDars. and aD of the proper goods and chattels of 
ibc said fina, from the possession and against the will of i£t said Erasmns Dar- 
win Falkr, then and tners in the bara and Bmr staUe aferesaid bdng. then 
and there foloniowlj and Tiolently did steal, take, and earrj awaj. contiaij 
to the form, foire, and effect of the statate of the State of Vermont in sneh cas 
made and provided, and against the peace and dignitj of the add State. 

CUKLLU F, SAFFOBD, 

Tbwm Ortmd Jkror. 
Witness: 

EtASMCs Daewi?! Fuluuu 

Jacob Cok kuji , an 



Statb op Ybehokt, 

Framllm Qmmi^t $$t 
St Albans, October the twentieth, in the Tear of oar Lord one thoaaand 
sif^bt handred and sixtj-feorw— The aboTO complaint exhibited and £lei in mj 
office. J 

LEONARD GILtfAN, * 

Justice ^tke Peace. 
Statb or Vebmomt, 

FramlUn Qmmijft St.* 
To any skcrifar catutahle im ike Staie^ grtetmg s 
D J the antboritj of tbe State of Vermont, joa are herd>7 commanded te m:^ 

C)]ioim1 tbe bodies of tbe within named William H. Hotchinson. Samnd Eugene 
eke J. Thomas Bronsdon Collins. Squire Turner Teavis, Alexander Pope Bmccb 
Marcus Spurr. Charles Moore Swarar. Bennett H. Tonng. George Scott. Caleb 
McI>ona1d Wallace, James Alexander Dotj, Joseph M&rtHty, Samuel Simp- 
eon Greg^, and Dudley Moore, or either of them, bj whatever name thej or 
either of tbcm maj be called, if to be found within your precinct, and them haTe 
forthwith before me at the sherifTs office, in St. Jdbans, in the said county, to 
make answer unto the foregoing complaint, and be further dealt with accordk^ 
to law. 

Given under my hand at St Albans this twentieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand dght hundred and sixty-ANO. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

Justice eftkt Peace^ 
Statb of Ybrmont, 

Franklin County^ est 
St Albans. October the twentieth dar, in the year of oar Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-four.— I hereby certify that the above complaint and 
warrant are true copies of the complaint exhimed to me^ and my warrant is* 
sued thereon. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

Justice ^tie Ptace^ 

Statb of Ybbmont, i ' 

Franklim Onmtjf^ es: 
I, Joscnh H. Brainard, deik of the court of the county of Franklin, in the ; | 

Stato of Vermont, wl^ch court is a common law court of reoordt do hereby cer> j ;' 

ii 
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tify that Leonard Gilinan, eeqiiire, waff, on tlie twentietli day of October, in ihe 
year of our Lord one thoasand eight hundred and sixty-four, and still is, a jus* 
tioe of the peace in and for said county of Franklin aforesaid, duly elected and 
qualified to act as such magistrate; that the signature to the foregoing certifi- 
cate, purporting to be the signature of said Gilman, is the genuine signature of 
said Gilman, and that full faith and credit ought to be given to the official acta 
of said Oilman. 

In testimony whereof I bave bercunto affixed the seal of the county court 
of the county of Franklin aforesaid, and subscribed my name officially at 
[l. &] St Albans, in said county of Franldin, this twenty-first day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

JOSEPH H. BRAINARD, Clerk. 

State op Vrrmont, 

Franklin CotaUyt us 

I, Asa Owen Aldis, of St. Albans, in the county of Franklin and State of 
Vermont, and ono of the judges of the supreme court of the State of Vermont, 
and chief iud^ of the county court of the county of Franklin, in the State of 
Vermont, hcreoy certify that Joseph II. Brainard, whose signature is appended 
to the above certificate, is the clerk of the county court of the county of Frank* 
lin aforesaid; that I am well acquainted with and know the signature of said 
Brainard, and the seal of the said county court; that the signature subscribed 
to the above certificate is the cenuine signature of the said Joseph II. Brainard, 
and the seal affixed to the said certificate is the seal of the said county court of 
the coimty of Franklin; that the said court is a common law court of record; 
that the said Brainard, as the clerk of the said county court, has the custody of 
the record of all commissions issued to Justices of tne peace within and for the 
county of Franklin, and is the proper officer by law to certify as to the election, 
qualification, and authority of justices of die peace acting within and for the said 
county of Franldin. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand at St Albans, in the county of 
Franklin aforesaid, this twenty-first day of October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

ASA OWEN ALDIS, 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the State of Vertnont, and Chief Judge 
of the County Court of the county of Franklin^ in the State of Vermont. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Statb op Vermont, Executive Department 9 

I, John Gregory Smith, governor of said State of Vermont, do hereby certify 

that tho foregoing document is authenticated according to the laws of said St ate 

and of the United States; that the eignatiures of the respective officers attached 

to said certificate of authentication arc genuine; and that said officers respectively 

hold and exercise the offices which they, in and by said certificates, purport to 

hold and exercise; and that the seal of the county court of the aforesaid county 

of Franklin thereon is genuine, and that full fjuth and credit ought to be given 

to said document and certificates. 

In witncf 8 whereof I have caused the seal of said State to be hereto attached, 

and have affixed my signature hereto, at Montpelier, this thirty-first day 

[l. 8.] of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

sixty-four. 

J. GREGORY SMITH. 

By his cxcelleney the governor. 

Attest: G. W. BAILEY, 

Secretary of Statg. 
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TbL0nimrdOihB«mc«q^oiieof die jii9tieetor tbeMcewiOiin andferlln 
Mntj of FViuikIiii.ia tbe Slate of VerxnoDt, comes CbfOSm P. Saffiird. grand 



ttMmtj ^ _ 

Ituorforendiiitbetowaof 8C Alba]U,latheco«l^7aferaMkl•tuld cm his oath 
of office efunpUiot makes that beretofoce. to wit. oo the ninctecfitli Aay of Oo- 
tober, in iIm jcur of oar Lord one thoii5an4 cigbt hwndred and mxtj-foor, at said 
St. Alball^ hk the coQot j aforesaid, Sanmel fiogene Lsckej, Thomas Bronsdoa 
Collina, Wiirutm IL IlatchtiiMMi. Squire Tomer TesTis, Alesaader Pope Broee^ 
Marcus Snurr. ChaHcs Moore SwaM*, DenDctt U. Toong* George Scroti, Caleb 
McDuwaIi WaUocc, James AlexaDdif^ Dotr, Jom»h IfcOrortj, Bamnel Simmon 
Gr^f:g» and Dodloj Moorr, of Su Alhaiv aforcMid, with ibree and arms. In a baim 
UH*n and tb^re owned and occupied bj Erarams Darwin Fuller, of said St. Al- 
bans, and ii«cd bj him, the taid Erasmus Darwin FoDer, as and for a livciry 
tuble, in and upon the said Era^rons Darwin Fnller, then and there being in 
ibc SAid bam and liTery i^uble, in die peace of God and of the State of Vermont^ 
fthlonionjilj did nuke an as^nlt, and hmu the said Erasmos D«arwin FnHer, then 
and there In the bam and livery stable aforesaid in great bodily fear and danger 
of bit life folonkm^ly did pot, and &re mares and two geldings of the valne of 
one tboa<and dollars, and two saddles, three bridles, five halters, one pair mac^ 
tmgnles, one pair hand reins, and one blanket, of the ralno of fifty dollars, smd 
all of the proper goo<U and chattels of the said Erasmns Darwin Fnlk^r, smd in 
the Mid bun and lircry i^uble then and there bdng, from the possesion and 
a«^in5t the will of him, the said Erasmus Darwin Fdler, then and there in the 
^aid bam and liTcry stable being, then and there fdonio«islT and violendj' did 
»ti*al, take, and carry away, contrary to form, force, and emM;t of the stitnte of 
the State of Vermont in soch case made and provided, and against die peace 
and dignity of tbe State. 

CHELUS F. 8AFF0ED, 
Witness : Tmcm Grand Jkror. 

Ekasmus D. Fcixbb, 

Jacob Coxkus. 

Statb of VSKMOrfT, 

Fromklm Qmnty^ as * 
St Albans, this twentieth day of October, in the year of our Lord one Uiov* 
rand eight linndred and eixty-fotir.^The above complaint exhibited to me» and 
filed in my office. 

LEONARD GILMAN, 

Jusiice of the Peam. 

State op Vrr^iont, 

FraitUim Gmmty, mt 
7b any sherffjor eontfahU im the Staiet greeting: 

By the authority of the State of Vermont yon are hereby ecmimanded to ap- 

Sreheud the bodies of the within named Samuel Eugene Lackey, Thomas Brons- 
oa Collin^, Squire Ttuncr Teavis, Alexander Pope Brace, Marcus Spnnr, 
Charles Moore Swagcr, Bennett H. Young, George Scott, Caleb McDowell 
Wallace, Jamc) Alexander Doty, Joseph McGrorty, Samuel Simpson Grq;g^ 
and Dudley Moore, or either of them, by whatsoever name they or either of 
them may bo called, and them have forthwith before me at the shcrifi^s office in 
St Albans, in the said coimty, to moke answer tmto the foregoing complaintv 
nnd bo further dealt with according to law. Fail not, but due service and letora 
make. 

Given trader my hand at St Albans, this twentieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

LEONAED GTLMAN. ?j, 

Justice tftie Peae^ 



ill 
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Stats op Vermont, 

Franklin County, «• : 

St Albans, this twentieth daj of October* in the year of our Lord one thoo- 
Bsnd eight haadrcd and sixtj-fotir. — I hereby certify the above to be true copies 
of the complaint made to m^ and my warrant issued thereon. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

Justice of the Peace. 
Statb of Vekmont, 

Franklin Cbtmljf, ees 
I, Joseph H. Brainerdt clerk of the county court of the county of Franklin* 
in the State of Vermont* which court is a common law court of record, do hereby 
certify that Leonard Oilman, esq., was, on the twentieth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and still is, a jus- 
tice of the peace in and for the said county of Franklin, duly elected and qualified 
to act as such magbtrate; that the signature to the above certificate, purporting 
to be the signature of said Oilman, is the genuine signature of said Oilman, and 
that full faith and credit ought to be given to the official acts of said Oilman. 
In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto affixed the seal of the county court of the 
county of Franklin aforesaid, and subscribed my name officially at St, 
[u 8.] Albans, in the said county of Franklin, thb twenty-first day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

JOSEPII n. BRAINERD, Clerk. 

Statb op Vermont, 

Franklin County 9 s$: 

I, Asa Owen Aldis, of St Albans, in the county of Franklin, and State of 
Vermont, one of the judges of the supreme court of the State of Vermont, and 
diief judge of the county court of the county of Franklin, in the State of Ver- 
mont, hcrebv certify that Joseph Brainerd, whose signature is appended to the 
above ccrtincate, is the clerk of the county court of the county of Franklin 
aforesaid ; that I am well acquainted with and know the signature of the said 
Brainerd, and the seal of the said county court; that the signature subscribed 
to the above certificate is the eenuine signature of the said Joseph H. Brainerd, 
and the seal affixed to the said certificate is tho seal of the said county court of 
the county of Franklin; that the said court is a common law court of record; 
that the said Brainerd, as clerk of the said county court, has the custody v£ the 
record of all commissions issued to justices of the peace within and for the said 
countv of Franklin, and the proper officer by law to certify as to the election, 
qualification, and authority of justices of the peace acting within and for the said 
county of Franklin. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand at St^ Albans, in the 
county of Franklin aforesaid, this twentv-first day of October, in the year of 
oar liord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four. 

ASA OWEN ALDIS, 

Judge of the Supreme Court of the State of Vermont, and Chief Judge 
of the County Court of the county qf Franklin, in the State of VcrmonL 



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Statb op Vermont, Executive Department: 

I, John Oregory Smith, governor of the said State of Vermont, do h.*reby 
certify that the foregoing document is authenticated according to the laws^of said 
State of Vermont and of the United States; that the signature of the respective 



I 

I 



DIPUWATIO COSBESPOKDEKOL 801 

oSccft atUebcd to said eertiScatet of ootlieiitkstioii an ^aiiuiie, and tliat said 

officert n^pccUrdj bold and excrdao the oScci which ther in and bj aaid eer- 

tificate* parport to hold and exL-rci<e; and that the a^ of the ooontr coort of 

the aforcj>aid coonty of Franklin thereon ia {^enahie» and that fnU^laith ought to 

be riven to said docnment and certificatea. 

In witno«« whcteof I hare eanaed the seal of the aaid State to be hereto ni 

tach<*d, and affixed mj signature hereto, at Montpelicr, this thirtj-firBl 

[u a.] day of October, in the jear of oor Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

sixtj-fonr* 

J. GREGORT SMITH. 
Bj his excellcocj the gorcfBOC 

Attest: O. W. BAILET, Seerttarf of State. 



8TAT« or VBtMONT, . I 

Frmmllim Commtjft at; 
To Leonard Gi1tn.in,oneof the jnstiees of the peace within and for the coontj i 

of Franklin, comes Cheilis F. Safford* town grand juror of the town of St. Albans, 1 

fai his proper person, and on his oath of office complaint makes that llioniaa 
BronsdoQ CoUios Squire Tomer Traris, Marens Spurr, Bennett H. Tonn^ 
Dudlej Moore, Samuel SimpAoo Gregg, Joseph McGrortj, James Alexander ^ 

Dotj, C.ileb McDowall Wallace, William H. ilufchinson. George Scott, Charles j 

Moore Swagcr, Alexander Pope Bruce, Samuel Eugene J^ckej, of St Albana» ^ : ! 

In the count/ of Franklin, on the nineteenth daj of October, in the year of our j 

Ldrd one thousand eiglit hund<vd and sixty-four, with force and arms, at Sl \ 

Albans afore^iid, in the county aforesaid, in the Su Albans bank, in and upon ' | 

oue Samuel Breck, in the peace of God and the State of Vermont then and .' j 

there beiug, feloniously did make an asMult with certain pistols of the value of j 

twenty dollars each, which they there and then had and held in their right ' j 

hands, said pistols being loaded with powder and leaden balls, and him, the , \ 

said Samuel Breck, in bodilv fear and danger of his life, in the St. Albans bank . | 

aforesaid, then and there fcIoniou«ly did put; and one United States interest | 

bearing treasury note of the denomination of ten dollars, and of tho value of tea [ 

dollars current money of the United States, and one United States interest* \ j 

bearing treai^uiT note of the \'alue of twenty dollars current money of the United : [ 

States and of the denomination of twenty dollars, and twenty bank notes of the : ; 

Franklin County Bank at St. Albans, in the State of Vermont, such bank lieing I 

an incorporated bank in the State of Vermont, of tb^ denomination of one dollar \ 

and of the value of one dollar each, and twenty bank notes of the aforesaid ' 

Franklin Coimty Bank of the denomination of two dollars and of the value of ' 

two dollars each, and twenty bank notes of the aforesaid Franklin County Bank 
of thcdenonHuation of five dollars and each of the value of five dollars, and twtotj 
one-dollar notes issued by the St. Albans Bank at St. Albans, in. the State oif 
Vermont, such bank being an incorporated bank in the State of Vermont, of the 
denomination of one dollar and of the value of one dollar each, and nine bank 
notes of the St Albans Bank aforesaid of the value of ten dollars each and of 
the denomination of ten dollars, and eighteen bank notes of the St Albans Bank > 

aforesaid of the denomination of five dollars and of the value of five dollars cacht i | 

and one bank note of the St Albans Bonk aforesaid of the value of three dollars \ 

and of the denomination of three dollars, of the goods, chattels, and moneys of ]\ 

Samuel Breck and Jonathan Wetberbce, junior, then and now a mercantile firm 



\{ 



doing business under the name of and style of Breck & Wetherboe, from the M 

person and against the will of the said Samuci Breck, in the St Albans Bank 
aforesaid, tlien and there violently and feloniously did rob, take, steal, and carnr 
ftway, contrary to the form, force, and effect of the statute of Vermcmt in snca 

51 o ♦ 
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case made and proTided, and against the peace and dignity of the State cif 
Vonnont 

CHELLIS F. SAFFORD, Town Grand Juror. 

The witnesses to the foi*ogoing compkint are Cjrns N. Bishop, Samud 
Brcck, and others. 

CHELLIS F. SAFFORD, 

Toicn Grand Juror, 

Statb of Vbbmont, 

Franklin County^ $$: 
The within con)plaint was exhibited to me, and signed by me and filed by 
me in my office this 20th day of October, A. D. 1S64. 

LEONARD OILMAN. 

Justice of the Peace. 

Statb op Vbbmont, 

Franklin County ^ ee: 

To any theriffor constable in the State, greeting •• 

By the authority of the State of Vermont, vou are hereby commanded to ap- 

I prehcnd the bodies of the said Thomas Bronadon Collins, Squire Turner Tcavis, 

} Marcus Spurr, Bennett A. Young, Dudley Moore, Samuel Simpson Gregg. 

ji Joseph McGrorty, James Alexander Doty, Caleb ^IcDowcll Wallace, William 

■ H. liutchinson, George Scott, Charles Moore S wager, Alexander Pope Bruce» 
j Samuel Eugene Lackey, and them forthwith have before the subscribing authority 
i at the office of Edson and Rand in St. Albans, Veimout, that they may ansi^er 

to the foregoing complaint, and be further dealt with according to law. 

■ Given under my hand at St Albans, this 20th day of October, A. D. 1864. 
* LEONARD OILMAN, 

Justice of the Peace. 

Statb op Vermo!«t, 

Franklin County, u: 
St Albans, this twentieth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-four. — The above complaint exhibited to me, and I here- 
by certify that the above are true copies of the complaint exhibited to me, and 
my warrant issued thereon. 

LEONARD OILMAN, 

Justice of the Peace. 

State op VBRMo>rr, • 

Franklin County, $$: 
I, Joseph H. Braincrd. clerk of the county court of the county of Franklin, 
in the State of Vermont, which court is a common law court of record, do here- 
by certify that Leonard Oilman, esquire, was, on the twentieth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and still is, 
a justice of the peace in and for said county of Franklin, duly elected and quali- 
fied to act as such magi:^trate; that the signature to the above certificate pur- 
', porting to be the signature of said Oilman is the genuine signature of said Oilman, 

\ and that full faith and credit ought to be given to the official acts of said Oilman. 

i In testimony whereof, I have hereto affixed the seal of the county court of 

,' the county of Franklin afore:*aid, and subscribed my name officially at St. Albani, 

i in said county of Franklin, this twenty-first day of October, in the year of oar 

'' Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-fonr. 

Joseph il brainerd, aerh 
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Stats or Vsmifoirr, 

Frmaidim Gnm/jp» mt 

I, Ana Owen Aldk. of 8t Albaac. ia the conntj of Franklin and State of 
VcnaonU ooa of the juilses of the tapreoM coort of the State of Vermont, and 
chkf juilgo of the ooanty oooit of the coootj of Franklin, in the State of Vcr- 
moot, hmbj ccrttfj thiU Jo«eph XL Braiocra. wtMse rignatore ifl appended to 
the above certificate, ia the clerk of the Mid eoont/ coort of tbe conntj of 
Franklin aforeitaid; that I am well acquainted with and know the signature of 
tbe Mid Brainerd, and the real of the said conntj court ; that the aiCTatnre snb- 
fcribod to tbe abore ci-rtificate ia the eennine signature of the sakf 'Joseph H. 
Brniocrd, and the »^ affixed to the said certificate i« the seal of the said conntj 
eonrt of the conntj of liVanklin aforej^aid; that the said conrt ia a comnKMi law 
coort of record ; that the said Brainerd, as the clerk of the conntj eonrt» has tbe 
cnstod J of the record of all commissions issned to justices of the peace within 
and for the conntj of Franklin, and ia the proper officer bj law to certifj ae to 
the election, qiulification, and anthoritj of justices of the peace acting nrlthin and 
for tbe conntj of Franklin aforesaid. 

In testinion J whereof, I hereunto set mj hand at 8t Albans, in the conntj of 
Franklin aforesaid, this twentj-first da j of October, in the jear of our Liord 
thousand eight hundred and sixtj-foor. 

ASA OWEN ALDia 

Jtulge of the Snpreim Court of the State of Vermont, and CUtf Judge 
o/tkt County Court iftkt county of Franklim, ui the StaU of Vtrmomt. 

t'MTKD STATES OF AMEBICa. 

Statb op VBB»o?rr, Executive DepartmetU : 

I, John Grcgorj Smith, governor of said State of Vermont, do hereby 
tifj that the fore^ing document is authenticated according to the laws of said 
State and of the United States; that the signatures of the respectiTe ofBoera 
attached to said certificates of antlientication are genuine, and that said officers 
respect iTcly hold and exercise the offices which thej in and bj said certificates 
purport to hold and exercise, and that the seal of the conntj court of the aforo* 
said conntj of Franklin thereon is genuine, and that full faith and credit ou^ht 
to be given to said document and certificatea. 

In witness whereof, I have caused the seal of said State to be hereto 
Ti^ a 1 attached, and have affixed mj signature hereto, at Montpelier, this 
^ 'J thirt j-first daj of October, in the jear of our Lord one thonaand 
eight hundred and sixtj-four. 

J. GREGORY SMITH. 
Bj his exceDencj the governor. 

Attest: G. W. BAILET, 

Secretary of. State. 



Air. Seward to Lord Lyons, 

DeFARTMBNT of STATBt 

WatkinxtoUf November 22, lS6i. 
Sir : I have the honor to enclose an extract from a commnnication of the 
17th instant, addressed to the department bj his excellencj the governor of 
Vermont, relative to the hostile schemes of insurgent agents in Canada agafaisl /( 
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the UDited States. I mnst request your lordship to ask the earnest attentkm 
of her Britanuie l^L^estj's goveniinent to the subjeet. 

I have the honor to be» with high consideration, my lord; your obedknl 
servant* 

WIIJLIAM n. SEWABD. 

Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, !^^ !^^ !^. 



[ Cmctrmor Smiik to Jlfr. Snewrd. 

I [Extract] 

5 Sir: • • • • • • • • 

\ Ur. Edmunds informs me that Messrs. Claj, Saunders, and Wcstcott (late 

i senator from Florida) still continue to threaten retaliation, and openly say thai 

' they are organized, both in Canada East and West, and prepared for actioii. 

Hy advices from perfectly reliable sources are that in their secret conclaves 

;| their plans arc being discupscd and perfected, and that they threaten that they 

'; will ae&troy the towns of Burlington and St. Albans within thirty days. They 

are cognizant of our movements here for the defence of the frontier, being in* 

formed by their spies how many muskets have been distributed, and to what 

towns. There is no movement made of which they are not informed, as they 

have spies in every town. The action of our legislature is reported to thenw 

and they are familiar with the discussion of every measure which may a£feet 

them. 

• •••••• 

I have the honor to be, with high regard, your obedient servant, 
i J. GREGORY SMITH. 

\ Gocemor of VermoML 

Hon. William H. SBWARm 
; . * Secret4iry qf State. 

I • 

;j Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seioard. 

'} Washington, Kotember 22^ 1864. 

Sir: I had the honor this morning to receive your note of yesterday's data 
^ endosing to me copies of fresh warrants and other papers in the matter of the 

extradition of Samuel Eugene Lackey and others. 

I have this day forwarded these documents to hb excellency the governor 
general of Canada. 
; ' I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, sir, your most oba- 

' dient, humble servant. 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. HUME BURNLEX. 
Hon. William H. Sewarq, 4[e., ^.9 4^ 



JUir. Burnley to Mr. SewarJL 

Washington, Kovemler 23, 1864. 
Sir : I had the honor, this day, to receive your note of yesterday's date, en- 
closing to me a copy of an extract of a communication from the governor of 
Vermont, relative to aUeged schemes of so^alled confederate agents, in Canadi^ 
against the United States. 
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I lunreUiisAijibnrariM copies qfjov Bote asd its codoeiire to Us exeel- 
leocj Ibe g o reiDoc gracnd of Canada, and I will lose no time is bri^tn^ tte 
caioe to Um knowlcd^ of her IL^jatT's ^OTenuBcnt 

I Imto the hooor to be. with the kigbest eoo^cratioo, dr, tout moat obedieol^ 
httmble acnraBlt 

For LORD LYONS. 

J, HUME BU&NLET. 
Hon. WiixiAii IL SBWASOb ie^ie^Se. 



Mr. Settmri tm Lord X jfiMW. 



DBTArrMBXT or Statb. 

WoMkhgtam, Kotemher 23, 1864. 
If T LoBD : I hare tbo honor to acknowlcd^ the receipt of jonr note of the 
18th iii>tAnt, calling attention to an error occurring in the report of Rear-Admiral 
Bell nlatiTc to two appreoticet alleged to have been shipped on boai^ the 
United 8tate« «hip St. Mnrr'a* at Valparaiao, and in ri'plj to inform jonr lord* 
thip thnt I buTc transmitted a copy thereof to the Secretary of the jftLYj* 
I have the honor to be, with tM highest condideration, my lord, yonr obedient 



WILLIAM, n. SEWABD. 
Bight Hon. LoBD LY059. /c. /e, /c 



^ Mir. BmnOey f Mr. Seward. 

Washington. Kovemher 26. 1864. 

Sib : On receipt of yonr note of the Iftt instant, which only reached me en 
the IGth inptant. relative to the cnse of the Xigbt Hawk. I immediately com* 
mnnie.itod a copy of it to her Majesty's consul at New York, in order that the 
two statements, the one from this li^gntion, as reported by 3Ir. Archibald, and 
yonr counter-statement, might be confmnted, the belter to arrive at a clear 
nnderstnnding of the whole of this painfol transaction. 

Yon will perc<'ivc by the enclosed copy c.f a despatch of the 23d instant, from 
Mr. ArcbiKild, that he has biH'n at great pains to sift the whole affair by exam* 
ining Captain Smiley again, for the purpose of ascertaining whether, by any 
chance, there was any exaggeration in the first report submitted to yon. 

I regret to say that on an examination of the papers now submitted to yon, 
I cannot look upon your reply as conveying, uy any means, a satisfactoiy 
explanation of the occorrences, and mn:<t come to «he conclusion that there must 
have been some wilful concealment of facts on the part of the boarding officer, 
thus oMiging the Secrctoiy of the Navy, on his side, to take an erroneous view 
of tho.^ facts. 

£n-<ign Seaman's conduct was, as Mr. Burnley had the honor to state in hit 
note of the 20th ultimo, strongly condemned by the comminding officer of the 
Santiago de Cuba; but of this no notice seems to have been taken bv the Secre- / . 

taiy of the Na\'y Dopjirtment; not a single examination of the ship's papeiB i} 

was made, but the boarding officer immediately set fire to the ship, and grossly { 

Ql treated the engineer. * 

As to whether the seizure of the vessel, when within range and protection of 
a rebel battery, rendered the vci^sel liable to destmction and the men te be held 
M prisoners of war. it will be for her Majesty's government to decide when the 
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ease U laid before them ; but until tbat decision reaches me, it is mj inty to 
resist snch an assumption, for I consider that the actual (acts of the case furnish 
IK> foundation for it. 




protection from the fort, no cxpcctatK 
diuary conduct of the boarding officer in firing the ship, the fort might have 
known nothing at all about the prize. "When she was discovered and fire opened 
the capture of the vessel had been completed ; she had been set fire to and aban- 
doned by her captors. I must, therefore, resist the pretension that a neutral 
crew, non-combatants and unresisting, are to be treated as prisoners of war. 

Until, therefore, I am proved to ho w rong, and the whole narrative of facts 
proved to be a romance, I must assume that the wounding of the men, the firing 
of the ship, and the detention of the crew, are unlawful acts committed on a 
British ship and British seamen. 

I have tno honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, jroar most obe- 
dient, humble servant* 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. UUME BURNLEY. 

Hon. William H. Sewabd, ^, ^r., ^ 



Mr. Arckihald to Lord Ljfoao, 

New York, Kocemher 23, 18G4. 
Mv Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your lordship's 
despatch of the 17th instant, transmitting to me a copv of a note dated the 1st 
of November, but received by your lordsliip only on the IGth instant, from the 
Secretary of State of the United States, respecting the canse of the detention 
of the master and crew of the Night Hawk. 

This note contains the substance of an explanation in regard to the capture 

of the Night Hawk and detention of the crew of that vessel, furnished by the 

honorable the Secretary of the Navy. U is, I presume, founded on a report 

made by the officer who was in charge of the boarding jKirty which captured 

the Night Hawk. The statements contained in it are, in fome important par- 

\ ticulars, so much at variance with those made by the master of the Night 

J Hawk, and communicated by me to your lordship in my despatch of the 17 th 

' ultimo, that I deemed it right to take the earliest opportunity which the great 

pressure of business admitted to visit and examine the officers, as well as the 

master of the ship, in reference to the whole of the circumstances connected 

i with the capture of the vessel. I have accordingly embodied their statements 

;' of facts in affidaivits, made before ihe by the nuister, .chief officer,' and chief 

engineer of the Night Hawk, which affidavits I transmit, herewith enclosed, for 

your lordship's information. From these depositions it appears that the Night 

1 Hawk ran aground before the commander and crew were aware tliat they were 

being chased, the first intimation of their being pursued being the discharge of 

I small-arms from the Niphon's boats ; that this firing was entirely unprovoked, 

^- , no resistance being efieced, nor any attempt of the crew being made to escape 

* until after the first volley was fired. In the explanation forwarded by the Navy 

' ' Department it is stated truly that Fort Fisher opened fire "shortly" after the 

\ steamer was boarded, but it is left to be infeiTcd that the boarding party were 

V impeded in their efforts to get the ship off by reason of the fire from the fort. 

In regard to this, Captain Smiley and his officers swear positively that not a 

I shot was fired from the shore until after two boats had left the steamer, and 

t' were well on theur way to the Niphon. It is manifest, from the facts sworn to, 
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that k WM owia^ mMj to the tetdng fire to the steamer tbat^slie sttncted Hm .- 
•steot&na U the fo€i^ and tbat firos tkb cimiastJuiee resoltel the 6nag firom 
thevhoce. 

Ib the ex|iltiiatio« H it ftaifd that the hoardhig putj abaDdoned the Kicht 
Ha«k. "briiigiog vhh then cvch of the ofiicen and crew aa had not soececded 
ia nukiii;; tbi-ir c«cape ** The master and officeia swear poffitiTelj to the fact 
of fourtix-n m*n, bclading three who were wonnded, being left on the deck of 
the rtrninor ; of ibe ma/ier** rrmouf trance with the officer for his inhmnanitj. 
and «»f tlir n*pf>rt of the officer htm-^'lf to hia commander of the fact of a ** toC 
of otUira** hc*in« Uii on board. These fonrtecn did not inclnde the cix men 
who had cc<caped froia the steamer afier the firing of small-«rma from the board* 

It U sworn in the aSdaTiu that the engineer a^ecompanjing the boarding 
cfBc^T a«k(*d pemiir^ioo to extinguish the ore and get the ship oC which was m- 
fa«cd. The ma!>:cr ^45ait;s me that in twenty minutes* time, with the ridn^ 
tide and the action of the engines, the ship could hare been got oC It is now 
known that tlie i^hip did eventually float off, and that the fire, after burning for 
noaH J a d.njr, wen vxtingui^hed. 1 1 b erident, however, that but for the erroneous 
conduct ot the boorJing officer, the ship would have been g«)t off and become n 
valaablc prixe, and tlic lives of the men left on board would not have been ao 
reckU i^.-ly |M'nlk-d as they were. 

llie question, however, now for consideration is the legality of the deteiitioa 
of the odiccrs and crew of the Xight Hawk, seemingly as prisoners of war. 
Thid detention is attempted to be jll;^lified on the ground that a part of her eargo 
eon«i.<^t('d of omtnibiiia of war, and that at the time of her capture and destnii>> 
tion I'lie was within the range and protection of the reUd batteriea. 

Tho pro|M>sition that becaase a nentnl ship carries contiuband of war, even 
b the attempt to violato a hlockade, i;he is liable to destruction without adjudi- 
cation, U a novel one. The fact that sho was within the range of the rebel 
bitterii*s until the^c hattcrics actually opened fire, did not, under the circum- 
stance:*, render it necessary, and did not justify the officer in destroying the 
ship. 

The statement that the ship was laden at Uverpool by Henry La Force in 
errono<»u8. The ^hip was bJen at Bermuda. Mr. La Force merely acted as 
broker at Li veruool, and was not interested as owner in the ship or cargo. The 
statement tliat he is a weh-known agent of the insurgents may or may not be 1 

mere n^^ertion; hut surely this statement, and other circumstances, f which are * 

not FtMtoil,) are a very lodufncicnt foundation for the declaration that ** little ^j. 

room tor doubt is lefi that both the ves^l and her cargo were, in point of fact, j 

bclh'^erent and not neutral property, liable to capture, or, if attempting to 
escajie, thereby shewing a cou^eionsness of guilt to such destruction as might 
resnlt from that attempt." That a neutral vessel violating a blockade should 
attempt to escape is quite natural; but when boarded and captured, her destme- 
tion would certain! V not be jurstifiod by any such previous attempt to escape. ! 

That men, quiet and uuresi^ting, should, when a volley of small-arms was fired j 

at them, escape for their lives, is not less natural; but that, from this obviona {; 

and natural proceeding, fuch a eonscioapness of guilt should be inferred as ren- 
dered the ship liable to de;>tmction, seems a strange deducti<m. 

Ilnd the Night Hawk been got off and brought into this port for condemnn- 
tion, it can hardly be doubted that the officers and crew, being neutrals, would 
have been discharged, as usual in other cases, after the taking of the testimony 
before the prize commissioners. If through the proceedings adopted by the 
boarding officer, and certainly without any resistance or inteifercnce on the part 
of the master and crew of the Kight Hawk, that vessel has not becmne the 
subject of adjudication, it seems peculiarly hard on the latter that they should 
be treated as belligerents and held at prisoners of war. These men, twenty* 
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three in nnmber, have now been imprisoned for seven weeks. I trast that, on a 
recone'ideration of the circamstances, the government of the United States may 
be dii^poscd to dii^ntinue their further detention. 
I have» &e^ 

E. M. ABCniBALD. 
Lord Lyons. 

4ffidutU qf Comnumder 5mUef . 

Uriah Franqis Smiley, at present confined in the county jail, New York, late 
commander of the British steamer Night Hawk, of Liverpool, maketh oath and 
saith that he is a native of the connty of Down, Ireland, and a subject of her 
Britannic ^(njcsty, and has never taken the oath of allegiance to any foreign 
state; that he has seen and read an enclosure, dated the Is't instant, in a 
despatch fmm Lord Lyons to the British consul, containing the substance of a 
report of the capture of the said steamer, and this deponent saith that the facts 
in relation to the said transaction are as follows : 

The Night Hawk ran in towards New inlet on the night of the 29th of Sep- 
tember, without any hindrance from any vessel of block<vding squndron^ That 
at about 11 o'clock n. m. the steamer grounded for about ten minutes, but being 
backed off proceeded on her way, and that about three-quarters of an hour ailer- 
wards, owing to the mistake of the pilot, slie again ran abound and nmained 
tsLstf but would have floated off in a short time, as the tide was rising. Thai 
shortly before the steamer ran aground sonic guns were fired from a vei^sel, but 
at such a great distance and in a direction so different from that of the Xi^ht 
Hawk that deponent believed they were directed at somo other vessel. That 
he had no idea that his vessel was actually pursued until a volley of small- arms 
. was fired from the crew of a boat approaching the Night llawk, which was the 
first intimation they had of her being pursued. That at this time the Night 
Hawk was fai^t abound. That the first dischai^e of small-arms wounded the 
surgeon, ^Ir. Taylor, who was standing besido deponent on the bridge, a ball 
having passed through his thigh. That two or three more volleys were fired 
before the crew of the boat boarded the steamer, wounding Patrick Hartigan, a 
seaman, and John McKee, a fireman. And this deponent solemnly swears, that 
no one on board the Night Hawk made anv resistance or show of resistance^ 
\ nor did any one escape or attempt to escape before the first volley of small-arms 

! was fired, but that airectly after the first discharge, the pilot, signal man, and 

I four others, lowered a smaU boat, jumped into it and escaped to the shore, and 

' that none of these were wounded. And deponent further s«aith, that the officer 

in charge of the boarding party, who the deponent has since learned was Ensigo 
Seaman, from the United States ship Niphon, having inquired what ship it was» 
< and being told by deponent that it was the Night Hawk, from Bermuda, wkh- 

} out asking for the ship's papers or making any further inquiry, went into the 

I cabin and set the ship on fire, at the same time sending an officer into the fore 

I part of the steamer to fire her there, which was also done. That within three 

l^ minstes after the steamer was boarded she was set on fire. That at the time 

I this was done, deponent told the boarding officer that there was a canister con- 

taining about forty pounds of powder in the mate's cabin. That a Mr. Churchilly 
t « an engineer of the United States ship Niphon, who formed one of the boarding 

party, asked permission of the ensign to put the fire out and get the ship o£ 
\ inasmuch as, ho said, no one from the shore could interfere with them for ao 

: hour to come, and that as the tide was rising the steamer would float off soon. 

1 That the said boardins officer refused to grant such permission, saying that he 

did not care a damn— 4ie would blow them all to hell. That the boarding officer 
then ordered deponent and the crew of the Night Hawk into the boat of the 
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KlphMuatlM0id7STaaal>h boat of the Nidbt Hawk. That at diU time ih« 
cUcf engiiMfT of Um Night Uawk chrillj asked the boarding officer to aDow hm 
to go down to hk cabin for ooae of his things. That the Salj rcplj which thm 
officer made was calling the engineer a dairaed rebd* uid a violent Uow with 
a pistol in the fixe of the engineer which laid his cheek open« inflicting a Texy 
•cTcf* wound. That there were taken in the two boats, incniding thb depooeot* 
twmt j-tbrce in all of the officers and crew of the Night HawL That them 
were at that time left on board fourteen men in alL incloding the three wounded 
men who were lying on the deck. That ontNifbing off from the steamer's sidew 
deponent remonstrated with the boarding ofloeer against leaving the rest of the 
crew and the woon<W men on board the ship. ThMt at this time some of the 
men on dock were seen going towards the stem, as if to pot the fire ont* whea 
the boardiDg officer potnied his pistol at them, and with coarse oaths threatened 
to shoot them. Ur ChmrchiU, his engineer, begged him not to do so. lliatthn 
two boau then moved off toward the Kiphon; and that, on deponent agaia 
referring to the inhnmanity of Icariog the men in the ship, as they might be 
burnt or blown up, and that th^ ensign onght to send a.boat to their relid!^ thai 
officer replied, that if they could not bale out :he boat that was lying, astern 
and get off in it, tbey might go to hell and be damned. That at this time the 
flames were coming np tiuongh the cabin scuttle, and deponent solemnly swears 
tliAt not a single gun was fired from Fort Fisher or any battery on shore nnt3 
after the two boats bad left the Kight Uawk and were well on their way to the 
Kipbon. That Fort Fisher then fired some shot and sheU over the Night Hawk^ 
the after part of which was at tbis time in flames. And deponent funhcr saith* 
that when the boats came alongside the Nipbon, the boardioff officer called oot 
to the commander that he bad Uie captain and twentv-two other prisoners fitoa 
tbe Ni{;bt Hawk, and that there was a lot left on board whom he could not 
bting off, but that there waa a boat alongside which tbey could bale out and 
ett off in. That on boarding the Niphon, deponent reported to Captain Gamp- 
U'll, her commander, the leaving of the wounded men and the rest of the crew 
on board tbo pteamer, and complained of the conduct of the boarding offieer» 
Captain Camnbell said be re^tted having sent him, addbg, that he was a maa 
of ungovernable temper. Tbat deponent was then transferred to the United 
States phip 8an.iago de Cuba, and on going on board reported to Captain Gli»> 
son, her commander, the conduct of tbe boarding officer in firing on the crew of 
tbe Night Uawk, and in his setting fire to tbe ship and Icavine tbe wounded 
men and rest of tbe crew on board. Captain Glisson said, in reply, that Ensign 
Seaman was not a proper person to have been sent to board the prize ; that tbe 
setting fire to ber was unjustifiable, and tbat he would report bim to the admind, 
or words to that effect. And deponent lastly saith, that the Night Uawk is e 
British ship, registered at Liverpool, and is the sole property of Edward Law* 
rence, of Liverpool, a British subject That the ship sailed from Liverpool in 
ballast and tooV in her caigo at Bermuda, which ^consisted almost entirely of 
provisions, but including twenty-six bags of saltpetre and sixty pigs of lead* 
That Henry L. Force, i^erred to in the enclosure above mentioned, was not 
owner of cither vessel or cargo, or anv part of them, but is a ship-broker and 
shipping agent, and as broker attended to the clearing of the ship at Liverpool 
for Bermuda. 

URIAH F. SMILEY. 
Sworn at the county jail. New Tork, this 22d day of November, A. I>. 1864. 

r, . 1 E. U. ARCHIBALD, 

l"* ■•' Her BrUuk Majutft Consul, Sew York. 
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4JHdamt <f Ch^f Offm Bfowu 



James Brown, late chief officer of the steamer Night Hawk, at present con- 
I fined in the county jail* maketh oath and saith, that he is of the age of thirtj 

years; that he is a Britidh-bora subject, a native of Scotland, and has never 
\ taken an oath of allegiance to any foreign state; that he has read the foregoing 

affidavit of Uriah Francis Smiley, and th&w the statements therein made, are 
just and true, savmg that deponent was not present at tbo time tliat Captain 
Smiley was taken on board the Santiago de Cuba, and did not hear the conversa- 
tion which is stated by Captain Smiley to have taken place between him and 
Captain Glisson. 
J I . JAMES BROWN. 

Sworn by the said James Brown at the county jaO, New York, this 22d day 
cf November. A. D. 1864, before me. 
[l. %\ E. M. ARCHIBALD, 

JL B. M. CoiuiO. New York. 



William Mclntyre, late chief engineer of the steamer Nidit Hawk, at present 
confined in the county jail, maketh oath and saitb, that lie is of the age of 
forty years, a native of Glasgow, and a British subject, and has never taken 
oath of allegiance to any foreign state. That he has heard read the foregoing 
affidavit of Uriah Francis SmUey; and deponent saith that ho was taken from 
the Night Hawk in the ship's boat, and was not in the Niphou's boat in which 
Captain Smiley and his first officer were taken from the ^ight Uawk, and did 
not, therefore, hear the conversation between Captain Smiley and Ensign 
Seaman, or see the latter present a pi:<tol at the portion of the crew who ro- 
mained on board the Night Hawk. Neither was deponent present at the con- 
versation which is stated to have taken place between Captain Smiley and 
Captain Glisson, but deponent saith that in all other respects the statements in 
the said affidavit of Uriah Francis Smiley are correct and true. 

WILLIAM McINTYRE. 

Sworn by the said William Mclntyre at the county jail. New York, this 22d 
day of November, A. D. 1864, before me. 
Tl. 8.1 E. M. ARCHIBALD, 

H. B. M. Consul, New York. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyons. 



Department op State, 

Washington, November 26, 1864. 
My Lord: With reference to your note of the 2l8t of July last, relative to 
the case of the brigantine Scylla, which vessel was seized by Uie United States 
military authorities at Brazos Santiago, Texas, I have the honor to enclose in 
reply a copy of a letter of the 10th instant from the War Department, which is 
accompanied by a copy of a report upon the case made by Major General 
Gauby. 

I have the honor to be^ with high consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servanta 

WILLIAM H. SEWAED. 
Bight non. Lord Lyons, ^^e^tfc 
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Wit DBPAtntBJfTv 

WmMk'ngtm CUy, Xovemher 10. 1864. 
I rvplj t* Jo«r letter of the 12th of Angiut last, tnusnutthig a eonj 
k vsviic4tKMi froa the Urituh ounUtor relfttire to the hrigantiae Scj^n* 

«lae miliurj Mitliontiet of the United Sute« at Bcaaoe Saatii^ 
«^ m io«tract«d, bj the Sccretarj of War, to enclose a eopj i£ 
■^o bj M.ijor Gcoenil Caahjf, to whom tho saUjcet was referred ht »• 
»«a ; And from which it aupcars that the ve^sd with her neatral caiga 
^ ^mrncd orcr to the United States manhal for the district of East Lows- 
vx-fiorted to the di-»triet attorney for libeL 
liavo the honor to bcb air, tow obedient serraatv 

O. A. DANA, 
A9d$UuU SeereUury ^ Wmw. 
'\f\iXLkn n. SawAsn^ 

Serrctery y* Aalt. 



loO- 



IlRAiKicArrEas Militaiy Ditisiom or West Mississippi, 

Kew OrlfCMS^ Loulilana^ Octoler 20, 18S4. 

6in : I have the honor to retom the papers in relation to the br^antae 
Bcylla* rcfcrrod tbroagh jonr office by the State Department for inTCSttgadoft 
and n |»orU The evidence and the ai]mi;f^ion of Mr. Adams show that he has 
DO claim to the cbaructer of a nentral. He is still a citizen of the United Statea^ 
and. under tbc law of nations, a deserter from the duties and obligations of thai 
citizon^bip• and bis propertj is subject to capture wherever it may be fiMmd. 
In bid ca^e, as there are no neotral rights or questions of prize monej involre^ 
tbc title is vested by the captore, and his only relief is in executive remission 
(tf by an appial to the Court of Claims, nnder the 3d section of the act of Con* 
gw^s approved March 12, 1S63. 

llow far the ve5;iel may be tainted by the unlawful intent and desfinatioB «f 
the voyage, can only be determined by courts exercising admiralty jnrisdietio«s 
and there is no doubt an error was committed by the militaiy authorities on An 
Rio Grande in not sending the vessel and the neutral cai^ on board of her» fiv 
adjudication by the Unit<^il States courts. 

The only other question involved in the reference of these papers Is the nna 
bV which the ve.^sel was brought under the control of the land forees of An 
United States. This is properly a subject for judicial decision. Undf^* the lawa 
of war it was, in my judgment, perfectly legitimate; and there are deeisioBS m 
the Kn^litib courts in which similar stratagems are declared to be ** not only 
justifiable but commendable.** 

The brigautinc and her nentral cargo will be turned over to the United States 
marrhal for the district of East Louisiana, and reported to the district attom^ 
for libeL The property (or the proceeds, if it has been sold) of Mr. Adama 
will be turned over to tbe snpcrvisoiy special agent for this district, nnder An 
act of March 12, 18C3. 

Very respectfully, sir, yonr obedient serrant; 

ED. R. 8. CANBT. 
Major Gtiural Cammmmihg*, 

Adjutant Gbnbkal op thb Asxr, 

WoMkimgiom^ JD. C 












i 
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Mr. Seward to Jjcri LyonM. 

Dbpartmbnt op Statb, 

WasJiingtant November 26, 1864. 
My Lord: I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour eommdniea* 
tion of the 19th iostant* rekitive to an order alleged to have heen issued by Gen- 
eral Dix in regard to the recent outrages at St. Albans, Vermont ; and in replj, 
to inform jour lordship that the matter will receive due consideration. 

I have the honor to ne, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ Sfc^^ife. 



"Mr. Setoard to Lord Lyoiu. 

Department op State, 

Washington^ Xocemler 29, 1864. 

My Lord ; I have the honor to invite your attention to the enclosed copy of 
a communication of the 25th instant, from the AVar Department, giving a copy 
of a report of the 22d instant from Major General Dix in regard to the existence 
cif a militaiT organixation of insurgent fugitives from tlie United States in Canada. 
I have the honor to be» with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
aervant, 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
I Right Hon. Lord Lyons, ^ 8fe.» Sfc 



JIfr. Denm to Jtfr. Stwri, 

War Department, 
Washington City, November 25, 1864. 
Sir : The Secretaiy of War directs me to transmit for your information the 
enclosed copy of a letter from Major General Dix, relative to the disturbed con- 
dition of the northern frontier. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

0. A. DANA, 
Assistant Secretary of War. 
Hon. WiLUAM H. Seward, 

Secretary ^ State* 



Gimtrml Dix to Mr. SUnUm. 

Headquarters Department op the East, 

New York City, November 22, lS6i. 
Sir: I have the following reliable information: There are about forty rebeb 
in Marysburg, Prince Edward's county, Canada, on the north side of Lake On- 
tario, and northwest of Oswego. They drill regularly about three tiroes a week, 
and are armed with revolver!. They board with the fanners in the neighbor- 
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liood» seem to bATe plentjr of iiioneT» and saj thej bdoag to John Uorgan'k 
oorpt. TheM organixatioDS for hostue piirpose8» on Cauadiwi 8oil^ are 80 plainly 
In Tiolsition of all the obli^tions of neotriuitT» that 1 cannot doobt the willing* 
nesa of the Canadian anthorities to pot an end to them on proper notion. 

There are some indications of retaliation on the part of oar cidsens alon|^ the 
frontier, on account of the outrages on the Detroit rirer and at St. Albans; and 
1 think the publication of my report in r^^ard to the former would haTO a saltt* 
tarj infloence on both sides of the line. 

I am* Tcrj icspectfullj. your obedienft sarrant* . 

JOHNA-DDC I 

Major OtMeralt New Yorhm . ? 

Hon. E. If. STAiVTOif » ] 

Seartiary ^ Wmr. 



Mr. Seward to Lord Lyom»* 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seteard. 

WASHiNGTONt Kovemher 30» 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour note of yesterday's 
date, and of its enclosures, relative to the alleged existence of a miliUuy oiguii> 
Bstion in Canada of fugitives from the United States. 

I have this day trandmitted copies of the note, and of its endosnres, to his 
excellency the governor general of Canada. 

I have the honor to be^ with the highest conuderation, sir» your most obedienl» 
humble servant. 

Tor LORD LYONS. 

J. UUMfi BDBNLET. 
Hon. William H. Sbwaso, ifc^ Ifc^ 9fc 



^ Defart.mbxt op Statb» « 

Wiu!nngt4>Jh November 29, 1864. 

Hy Ldbd : Credible information having been received at this department 
that Bonnet G. Hurley, charged with crimes of piracy and robbeiT, and assault 
with intent to commit murder, on board the United States merchant steamer ^ 

Philo Parsons, upon Lake Erie, and within the jurisdiction of the United States* 
is a fugitive from the justice of the United States in Canada, and that he is now \ 

held in custody at Toronto, in that province, awaiting the requisition of this e 

government for his extradition, in virtue of the provisions of the tenth article of ; 

Uie treaty of Washington, I have now the honor to reouest, through your lord- 
ship, that her Majesty's government may be picasea to issue the necessary 
warrant for the delivery of the aforenamed Bennet Q. Burley to Joseph Dini> 
mick and James Ilenry, or to any other person or persons who may be duly 
authorized by the marshal of the United States for the eastern district of MiciiH 
gan to receive the said fugitive, and to bring him back to the United States for 
trial. I 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord* your obedient 1 

servant, I 

WnUAM H. SEWABD. \ 

Right Hon. Losn Lyons, ^c^ ^ 4^ ' i 

i 
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Mr. Seward to Lwrd Lyoiu. 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Washingtcm^ December 1» 1864. 
r My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jonr commanica- 

tion of the 26th nltimb, in regard to the case of the Night Hawk» and to inform 
your lordship that it will he taken into immediate consideration. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, mj lord, your obedient 
servant^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, igc^ igc^ 4^ 



*; Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 

I Wasuixgtox, December 2, 1864. 

\ Sir : With reference to my note of the 22d of November, in which I had the 

* honor to inform yon that I had forwarded .that day to his excellency, the 

governor general of Canada, copies of fresh warrants and other papers in the 
matter of the extradition of Samuel Eugene Lackey and others, which yoa 
transmitted to me on the 2 let of November, I have the honor to transmit to 
yon, herewith, a copy of the governor general's reply, which I received yes- 
terday. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, yonr most obedient^ 
humble servant, 
{ For LORD LYONS, 

^ J. UUME BORNLET. 

Hon. William H. Sewasd, ifc^ife^ ^ 



Lord Mmuk to Lord Lyone • 

Quebec, Kotemher 28, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt yesterday (Sunday) 
of your despatch of the 22d instant, covering a note from the Secretary of State 
of the United States, in which Mr. Seward states that inaccuracies had occurred, 
especially the names of some of the prisoners, in his former note, demanding the 
extradition of Samuel jilugene Lackey and others, accused of murder, and assault 
with intent to commit murder, in the State of Vermont ; and that he now for- 
wards a correct list of the names, and duly authenticated copies of the complaints 
made against these persons, and regular warrants issued for their apprehension, 
by the proper courts of the State of Vermont 

In reply I have the honor to state, that persons answering to the names con- 
tained in Mr. Seward's note are.now in custody, on remand at Montr^, and as 
soon as I shall have been advised that the proofs required bv the extradidoD 
treaty have been made in their case, the necessary warrants will be issued for their 
delivery to the officers of the Unitod States. 
I have, LCf &e^ 

MONGK. 

LosD Lyons, O. 0. B., ^ 4^., 4«- 
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I* Wt« pkatf ^ ^"""'7* '"^ ^J ^'^ Mobs ^ J^^ Ubrgnli 
Thete o cg iD fuitW wMfcrhortila porpo»e»,<m C awMlMn toiLareMj^aiBly 
^latkMi of an Uie obligalioQS of neotnaitT, tliat 1 cannot doubt tbe wilfing- 
of Um CinaJiwi mtborities to p«t an end to tbem on proper notion, 
lere am aotteindicationa of retaliation on tbe part of oar citiscns alon^ tlie 
e MYt on acoonnt of tbe ontragea on Um Detroit riTcr and at St. Albana; and 
t«nk tbe pnUkation of mj repoft in regard to the former wonid bareaedbn^ 
idloenoe on both sidea of tbe Baeu 
1 turn, TCfT vespeetfaUr, jonr obefient aorrantt 

JOHN A. DEC. 
Major Gemerml. Kew Ym*. 
on. E. M. STAirroii, 

SeenUtjf if Wmr. 



Mtr. Semmti U Lord Lyomt, 



^ Dbpaetmbxt of Stats, 

WoMlimgtoih Novemher 29» 1864. 

Mt Lobd : Credible infbnnation baring been received at this department 
that DcQoet O. Barley, charged with Crimea of ^Mracj and robbenr* and aasanh 
with intent to commit murder, on board the UDited States mcrcoant steamer 
PhUo Parvonst upon Lake £rk» and within the jori^iction of the United Statei^ 
is a fagitive ftom the justice of the United Sutes in Canada, and that he is now 
held in ca«tod/ at Toronto, in that prorince, awaiting the requisition of this 
goremmcnt for his extradition, in rirtue of the provisions of the tenth article of 
toe treaty of Washington, I have now the honor to reoaest, throao^ jour l<nd- 
ship, that her Uaje:<t7'8 government maj be pleaded to issue Uie necessaij 
warrant for the dcliverj of the aforenamed Bennet Q. Boriej to Joseph Dim* 
mick and James Ilcnry, or to any other person or persons who maj be dnlT 
anthorizod bj the man^hal of the United States for the eastern district of Miclii> 
gan to receive the said fugitive, and to bring him back to the United States for 
trial 

I have tbe honor to be, with the hig^iest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant, ^ 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Right Hon. Lotu Ltoks, \e^^ie. ' 



Mr, BmrmUy to Mr. SetcarJL 

Wasbikgton , Kovemher 30, 1864. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of yest^erday^a 
date, and of its enclosures, relative to the alleged existence of a militeiy oigani- 
cation in Canada of fugitives from the United States. 

I have this day transmitted copies of the note, and of its enclosures, to hii 
excellency the governor general of Canadiu 

I have the honor to be^ with the highest conttdcration, sir, your most obediei^ 
humble servant^ 

For LORD LTONS, 

J. UUMfi BURNLET. 
Hon. Wiuxui H. SswAtis ^ ^e^^ 



'"'^w^wP'^sPiw^i^^^ppF^wp* I . iMmiin 
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Mr. Seward to Lwrd Lyom. 

Dbpabtmbnt op Statb, 

Washington, December !» 1864. 

My Lord : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of jour communica- 
tion of the 26th ultimo, in regard to the case of the Night Hawk, and to inform 
your lordship that it will be taken into immediate consideration. 

I ha^e the honor to be, with the highest consideration, my lord, your obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 

Bight Hon. Lobd Lyons, Sfc^ 8fc^ Sfo, 



Mr. Burnley to Mr. Seward. 

Wasuixgton, December 2, 1864. 
Sir : With reference to my note of the 22d of November, in which I had the 
honor to inform you that I had forwarded .that day to his excellency, the 
governor general of Canada, copies of fresh warrants and other papers in the 
matter of the extradition of Samuel Eugene Lackey and others, which you 
transmitted to me on the 21st of November, I have the honor to transmit to 
you, herewith, a copy of the governor genend's reply, which I received yes- 
terday. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consideration, sir, your most obedient^ 
humble Bervant. 

For LORD LYONS, 

J. UUME BORNLET. 
Hon. William H. Seward, ifc^ 4^., 8fc. 



Lord Momek to Lord Lyone • 

Quebec, Kovemher 28, 1864. 

My Lord: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt yesterday (Sunday) 
of your despatch of the 22d instant, covering a note from the Secretary of State 
of the United States, in which Mr. Seward states that inaccuracies had occurred, 
especially the names of some of the prisoners, in his former note, demanding the 
extradition of Samuel flugene Lackey and others, accused of murder, and assault 
with intent to commit murder, in the State of Vermont ; and that he now for- 
wards a correct list of the names, and duly authenticated copies of the complaints 
made against these persons, and regular warrants issued for their apprehension, 
by the proper courts of the State of Vermont 

In reply I have the honor to state, that persons answering to the names con- 
tained in Mr. Seward's note are.now in custody, on remand at Montreal, and as 
soon as I shall have been advised that the proofs required bv the extraditioD 
treaty have been made in their case, the necessary warrants will be issued for their 
delivery to the officers of the Unitod Sutes. 
I have, Ax., 9ct^ 

MONOK. 

Lord Lyons, O. 0. B., ^ ^ 4^ 
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